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FOREWORD

Fortunately or unfortunately war 1s unpredictable. Unlts
often find themselvec miscast in the fulfillment of thelr major
roles.

In this historical example we find an Armorcd Division
indectrinaved and trained for the offensive, forced by circum-
stances of war, to adept temporarily the defensive,

Let us examine briefly the circumstances leading up to the
Battle of RITTERSHOFFEN-HATTEN, Disappointed in their offensive
thrust 2zt the BATTLE of the BULGE the Germen High Command, 1n this
case, Adclph Hitler, declided that German preslige could only be
restored by retaking STRASBCURG and the area between the HART
MOUNTAINS and the RHINE. This plan seemed entirely feasible as
the American Seventh irmy hed been depleted of major reserves to
strengthen the BATTLE of the BULGE 2nd was well over-extended.
Accerdingly, at midnight 31 December 1944 a new offensive was
launched ¢n the J. S. Seventh /Lrmy front. This opened the threo
werks German cff'ensive between the VOSGES and the RHINE, which
Included the B.ITTLE of RITTERSHO?EEN-H&TTEN and which finally
ended with the U, S. VI CORPS shortening its front by 2 withdrawal
to the MODER RIVER line,

It Is selcom possible to get a true picture of any battle,
as indlviduals and view points differ and after 2cetlion reports
have a way of getlting misplacea in the process of demobilization.

+t Is difficult to see why the German High Command ventured
Sc many trcoeps in an coffensive that could, at best, stave off final
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defeat for only a short while. Prisoners and captured documents

indicated that the German Nineteenth Army Commander recelved

orders shortly after the offensive started to send all units, not
actually committed to action, to the Eastern front., His natural
reluctance to do this at this late stage of the war may have
forced him to commii all of his units In this final drive rather
than send them {o uncertain fate iIn Russian Prilsoner of Wer Camps.

From the American point of view the success of the German
offensive and the blocking of the SAVERNE PASS through the VOSGES
would have left the Seventh Army in an unenviable plight, and the
recapture of ALSACE might have bolstered German morale te a point
where the war might have lasted several months longer than it dig.

My cwn memcry of maln events orf the Battle has blurred,
but my immense respect for the courage and fortitude of the
individual American scldier has sharpened with time,

For the Infantry elements It was ccld, desperate, close-in
fighting where the enemy held the living rcom while you occupled
the kitchen; for the Tanker 1t was constani attack and counter-
attack ¢f every major Gcrman thrust, under the constant sniping
of accurate Germar. untitank fire; for ihe artillerymen 1t was 24
heur, day in day cut, service of the nlece, and the anxlety to
make each round ccunt; and for a2ll it was a long, gruelling
struggle against a determined and numerically superior enemy, with

the elements impartially against beth.

.
SN et yz’/ - -
[
f-, AN 2 ) At
A. C, 3MITH

Maj Gen, USA
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PREFACE

"The Battle of HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN" is a student research
study of an armored division in the defense, prepared as a phase of
instruction at The Armored Scheol, The period of operations con-
sidered has been limited to nine days. Although elements of the
14th frmorcd Division played an important part in VI Ceros opera-
tions prior to 11 January 1945 and durlng the withdrawal to the
MODER RIVER, nc attempt 1s made to discuss these operaticns in de-
tail, The 79th Infantry Division and other VI Corps units played
a decisive part in the battle, but the committee confined thelr
study generally to the activities of the armored units.

This study is bzsed cn unit reports, records, and orders
and on perscnal and letier interviews., Scme unit records for the
prerlod concerned are inasdeguate; and despite 211 care used in re-
search and essemply of the materlals, 1t 1s recognized that the
infcrmation 1s net cemnlete in 211 details and may involve minor
errcrs of fact., Infermaticn orn cra2l orders, ccenferences, and
ccmmeznd discussicns was very limited; therefeore, 2 discussilon orf
factors invelved in major cemmand dicisions Jse cmitted, The Inter-
views with senlor commonders were ccnducted by correspendence, and
these cfficers had few maps or nctes te refresh their memories.
Therefere 1n ackncwledging our indebtedness to those officers it
is not desired to place cn them the respensibility fer any factual
errcrs cr for the conclusions drawn. Specilal apprecization is
expressed te Colenel Maurice K. Kurtz, whese detailed report on
the nrtillery phases of the action provided our most prolific
scurce cf infermation aside rroem official records.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODBLTION

The l4th Armored Division and 1ts actions at BATPTBN-RLTTERS-
HOFFEN in ALSACE, FRANGCE, &uring ﬁanuary 1945 wdas probadbly one of - -
the most controversial operations of World War II.. General Jaéob L,
‘Devers, Companding General, 6th Army Group, stated that it was "one
of the grestest defensive battles of the war," yet in another
official document, part of the action of elements of the Diviston
was czlied “an abortive attempt."!

Sugh conflicting views can only mean separate viewpoifits
were held by these making suech statemenbs, and It Is possible onme
s£atemeﬁt or the other was m%de without a2 true and complebe lbGow-
ledge of the facts, It 1s the purpose of this researeh to gobher,
insefar as possible, those facts and assemble them in usable form,

It i1s not the intent of this study to bring out the
deflelencles or the merits of t'his aetion to justify any viewpoint
now held by those who are familiar with the action. Rether, . it is
to determine the lessons learned and the principles 1llusteated, :
and to record the sctlon for future students of armored warfare. -

Before an aceurate portrayal of these events Ean begin, it .
I's Important that certaln strateglc conslderations be understocd,
that some of the tactlcal comsiderations whieh brought the luth
Armored Plvision to the HATTEN-RIPTERSHOFREN ares be explained,

and that the situation which corfronted the Division be shown ,
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The 1l4th Armored Division was activated at CAMP CHAFFEE,
ARKANSAS, on 28 August 1942. (Appendix I shows the- organization
of the Diviston; Zppendix II lists tke commanders and general
staff officers during the RATTEN-RETTERSHOFFEN engagement.,) It
underwent the standard mobilization training prescribed for an
armored division and landed at MARSEILLES, FRANGE, on 26 October
1944, The Division was commanded by Major General fbhen Brigadier
General} Elbert C. Smith from 10 July 1944 until deactivatien e

The first combat action by elements of the Division was
the occupation of 2 defemsive position in the MARITIME RLRS, east
of NICE, FRANCE, by twec armored Infantry battalions under the-
Reserve Command on 15 Noveﬁber 194Y4, The remainder of the T4th
Armored Bivision mcved nerth into ALSACE where between 21 ﬁwkamher
end 4 December it attacked southeast from SAVERNE toward the
REINE as a part of the VI Corps, Seventh Army. (Egg_l} The THvl-~

sion misslon ués to block the roads leadkng eastward out of the

VOSGZS MOUNTAINS to tre2p the retreating &erman.Ngnﬂ,geth évmy.
This action was very successful,

On 4 chember 1944, the entdre Division reassembled ia the
vicinity of SAVERNE where 1t regrouped 2nd resupplied.-

The VI Corps‘ordered the Division Into action agaln on 12
December. WIitH compgratively little difficulty, the armor advanced
to the German Yorder in two columhs, By the }6th VI Corps had
brought four divisions up to the SIEGFRIED LINE, The VI Corps

succeeded in penetrating the outwerks of this lirne, and had the



atoack suntinned it mighs Rave vushed povbl ints eERMANY.* During
the last fwo weéks in Decenmbér, the 14th hrmorad Divisiom opersted
against the outposts of the SIEGFRIED LINE; bt when the Germans
launehed their ARDEMNES counteroffensive, tt reverted to corps re-
serve, Elements of the Division spent Christmes in the town of
HATTEN; 2nd by the end of the monbh the Dlvision, less Reserve
Commsnd, was in eorps reserye zbout six miles north of SAVERNE,
Reserve Command held 2 sector in the VOSGES MOUNTAINS op the left
flank of VI .Corps.’

Strategic Considerations

On 20 December 1944, the Supreme Allled Commander 1ssued
an operational directlve prescribing measures to meet the German
counteroffensive in the MENNES,G Under thils plan General Devers’
6th Army Group was to abandon offensive operations, relleve the
Third Awmy westward to SAARLAUTERN, a#and defend in its setior
against any major hostile penetration, Subject te securing
essential llnes of communieation, 6th Army Group was to be further
prepared To yleld groumd rather then endanger the integrity of ibg
forces .l Conseguently the Seventh Army offensive was halted even
thongh 1ts XV Corps was completing the reduction of the strengly
defended forts of the MAGINOY LINE in the vicinity of BITCHE, and
its VI Corps had already crossed the LADTER RIVER and seized many
pillbexes in the SIBGFRIED Lm.a

Hence, during the last ten days of December 19Uli, Lieu-
venant General Alexander M, Patch regrouped his Seventh Army and

deployed in depth to strengthen his defensive position. As Phird
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brmy énifted its main effort merth bvo -BiE mﬁsws( XV otps ex=
tended to the rothiest and odeipied thi Sector from BIFCRE bo
sgmmw.muﬁ The Sevénth Army front theh totip¥ised three geo-
graphical #reds: the open Yoildig SARRE VADLEY; the rough wooded
VOSGRS MOUNTAING; and the morthsen ELSACE PLAIN between the
mountains ard the RHINE,L0 €he prinsipxd lateral line of cormuni-
cation was through the SAVERNE @AD.

The Seventh Army prepared i alterydate main line of
resistarice slowg the oYd MAGINOF LINE, #8d B fingl deféensive posi-
tion 2along the eastern slope of the VESEES. At the end of the
year the 84-mile front frem east ef BAARLAUTERN to‘ the RHIRNE was
held by four divisions of MaJor General Wade H, Haislip's XV
Corps on the left and by three divisions of Majfor General Edward

1

H. Brooks? VI Corps on the right.l O Kew Year's Eve, Gehertal

Petch personally warped his Borps €ommanders that an enemy atteck

was to be expected during the eg¥ly hours ef the ndxt d’&y.]z !

Mesrwhile, Germsn Fleld Marshal XKarl Gerd Von Rundstedt,
belleving that the ARDERENES counteveoffengive had weakened the
Allied Forces from LUXEMBOURG te the RNINE, directed General
Johannes Blaskewitz, commander of Arm: _Growp G, to explodt the
situatlon with a Gouble-pronged attack up the SARRE VALLEY. The
primary objective of the operation éas the SAVERNE GAP, On %

Januery 1945, Blaskowmitz controlled the IXXXIX Corps aﬁd the Riest

Army of three corps -- @ total of fifteen dtvisions, eilght of which
were uoncenb_mt;eﬂ i the B?TGHE-*E’JMNES -area, However, simce

most of the enemy dFtvisions werms below strength (averaging but four

4
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or five battalioms per division), the Hlgh Commarid's hopes of

1
decisive results in ALSACE-LORRAINE were not well .founded, 3

Seventh Afmy Opevations, 1-10 Jamuary 1945

As if to confirm General Patch's werning, the ememy
launehed his offensive in LORRAINE when two divisiens struek
between the ‘SARRE RKIVER and ROHRBACH early on New Year's Day,

After driving a2 sallent gbout ten miles deep into the XV Corps
posttions, Allled counterattacﬁ;,,together with the appearance ef
powerful armored reserves In the area, c¢eused the Germans to cur-
tall the SARRE offensive on 3 Jsnuary 19445.1u

A more serious threat to the Seveﬁth Army developed in the
BITOCHE zrea where five German divisions also lezunched an atback on
New Year's Day. Striking southwest against the right flank of thé
XV Gerps and southéast against the left flank of the VI Coﬁps, the
assault reached WINGEN by & anaary, It was eontained by a stub-~
born defense which included the Reserve Commend of the l4th Armored
Dlvision, and by the early arrlval of rei.n-fort-:e:_n'ents. By 7 January
it was appcarer_:t that the force of the attack had spent 1b.se1‘r, even
though heavy fighting in the BITCHE sallent continued until 20
January.ls

During the night of 2-3 January 1945, General Brooks
executed the first step of his plemned withdrawal to the Maginot
forts. During the next four days, the enemy slowly followed up

this uithdrawal.ls

At thls time French pelitiecal. . oregsure caused
the Supreme Commander to alter hils priginal plan whdich was to

maintain the.integrity of the Sevemth Army by withdrawling from
L5
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STRASBOURG and northern ALSALE to 2 fixal defensive positive along
the eastern edge of the VQSGES‘IT General Devers, now chafgéd
- with holding STRASBOURG, haﬁ te revise his defensdve plans, The
boundary bebween the Beventh and-Rrench:Firstnﬁrmies was Bhifted
north, and bhe Fremeh took ower STRASBOURG. General Brooks then
recdjusted g!ﬁ forces to doriform to tHe ¥ew army boundery and be-
gan to prepare a final defemslve pesition behind the MODER EIVER, 8
Barly on the 5th the Germans forced a crossing of the RHEINE
in the SANMBSHEIM area. VI Corps couniterattacks feiled to sto?
them, an¢ by evening they held 8 bridgehead five miles wide and
- twe miles duep. During the next few days addjtional-cguntewattacks

were lanmchied with all forces available in that area, but the

brtdgeheed eould not be reduced. On 7 January 1945 the German

H@pg%egp}hlggmg launched a limlted cbjectlve attack from the
COLMIR POCKET toward STRASBCURG. This attack gained some ten
miles but was finally contalned by the French First Army.lg

Cn the 7th of January the enemy alsp struck a heavy blow
in the vicinity of HATTEN with the strength ol atout twe ddvd&i.ons,zﬂ
The attack was initially suceessful; but its forward momentuom was
Cenporardily ehecked by = prdvisional foéﬁe, desdgnated Task Force
Wzhl, comglsting of elements of the 79th Division and Combet Gom-

mand A of the 14th Armored Division,2F

~ 2 =
" T — - ————

NQTES FGR CERAPTER 1

- The Scventh Unitau St,te Ammy 5 Raporb of epevations -
Franae and\Germany - l A T 3 :
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CHAPTER 2

- PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS

The VI Gorps Situatiom on 11 Januery Uiap 2)

By 1l Januery the Seventh Army had succeeded in conteining
the southward drive of the Germen forces along the western slope of
the VCSGES MOUNTAINS. However, the difficult terraln enabled the
enemy to stubborply defend this BITCHE salient which still present-
ed a real threat to the VI Gcrﬁs troops ®n the eestern half of the
army sector. Consequently, Gemeral Brooks was foréed to employ
the entire U45th Division ‘and other corps troops to hold his left
flank in the VQSGES. The rest of the corps front, extending over
30 miles from the VOSGES to GAMBSHEEM on the RHINE, was in more
open terrain. It was In this sectipon of nerthern ALSACE that the
Germans concentrated thelr prineipal eflfort for the prest of the
month,

The combat veterans of the 79th [Hivision were spread
acrosgs the entire Alsatianm front, boistering the wthin lines of the
‘Inexperdienced infaniry reglments of the 42d Divislon, The l2th angd
14%th krmored Divisions,’ less elements alreasdy engaged, provided
the moblle reserve of the corps, Although one combat command of
‘the 12th Armsréa Division had been committed sround BISCHWILLER,
enemy pressure from the GAMBSHEIM bridgehesd increased and
threatenad the VI Corps right flank.b Eventuglly the entire iZth
Armored Divislon was committed in Qn attempt to helid this sector.

On the northeast face of the corps front, the sttong German panzer



fortes around HATTEN were attempting to exploit thelr penetration
of the American fiain ffﬁé of resistance Which extendgd geneéally
along the old French MAGINOT LINE between the VOSGES MOUNTHINS
and the FOREST OF HAGUENSU. Here Task Force Wahl was heavily
engaged.2 ,

Map 2 shows the general situation on 11 January. By thet
time the greatest threat to the Seventh Army's (romt existed:on
the Alsaﬁian front of the VI Corps.. Here a German exploftation
from their REINE bridgehead or s major breakthrough of the positdons
around HATTEN threatened to destroy the tntegrity of all Allted
forces east of the VOSGES MOUNTAINS. PRor the next ten days, these:
tws areas, separsted by the POREST OF.HAGUENAU, remained the
princlpal concern of 6th drmy Group. .

Durtng the lith, the situation becéme more critlical Iin the
HATTEN sector., German infentry and tanks, supported by heavy
arttilery fire, infiltrated Intc RITTERSHOFFEN, while Intense cldse-
in fighring developed in HATPEN. An attempt by Combat Command A,
14th Apmored Division, to elear RITTERSHOFFEN and HATTEN was stopped
400 yards west of RITTERSHOFFEN. By evening one infantry battalion
of the 79th Rlvision was 1sclated in RITTERSHOFFEN while amother
infantry ﬁattalion remained surrounded In HATTEN. Elements of the

2¥s§ Panzer and 25th Panzer Grenmzdier Divisions were identifiled in

J

the area.
The situation became so eritical that the corps commander
decided to commit part of his dwindling reserve ts restore the

pesitions at HATTEN end RITTERSHOFREY. On 11 January the 1l4th
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Aﬁmore&_nﬂvision was ordered teo move without delay to the vieimity
of WOERTH. The same arder canf}rmed the relief of elements of the:
Reserve Commend from attachment to the 45th Division and thelr
reversion to control of the 14tk *Armored D&vision.& The division
command post adveneced from BOUXWELLER to MORSBRONN during the
afternoon, By 2130 hours Combat Command B and Reserve Commaxid had
moved up ¥nto assembly areas as shown on Map %.
During the nigﬁt new orders outlined the mission of the
14th Armecred Division. VI Corps Operations Instructions Number 10,
112100 Jandery, directed that:
(a) 14th 3rmored Idvision pass through 79th Divésion
positions and attack to capture the line STUNDWILLER-BUHL-
FCKEST OF HATTEN.

{b) 79th Division to follow up the armored attack and
reoccupy restored MAGINOT LIWE posdtions,

This order launched the l4th Armored Division In the Battle of

HATTEN-RITTERSHOFPEN, General Smith later described the impending

‘operatlon as ' ...about as prolcnged and vicious an engagement be-

tween armored units as we can cite in the milltary histery of ocur

Qrmy.“s

The 4ttack Drder (Map 3)

Shortly after midnighc, 12 January, the Division 1ssued the

following attack order;
"Hg 14 A D

APO Y46 US Aruy
120030 Jan 45

O I No. 9

Map: France, 1/50,000
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hiv attacks BETMTERSHOPFEN-HATTEN: Combat Commands

Ly

abreast, daylight 12 Jan 194§ to reshore VI Corps MLR.

2, Troops:t ©No change in composition,

3. Assembly Areast

GCA - Present area {remains under contrcl 79tk
Div until lines passed by CCB, at which time
reverts to control of the l4th Armored Div,)
CCB - Vieinity HOMWILLER,
Res Com - Vicinity ROELSCHLOCH.
¥, a., LD -'Inﬁantry line of contact,
- b, Axis of attack - overlay.

5. @, CCA attacks at deylight, seize RITTERSHORFEN:;
protect right flank of Dilv; screen passage eéBg
after passage of CCB prepare to regroup arnd
assist CCB in attacking HATTEN,

b. CCB close in assembly area by 0800, 12 Jan 45;
cross LD on Div order; attack In column of
battallons, leadlng battallon to selze HATTEN
and screen passage of followlng battalions;
second battalion cut roads E of HATTEN and re-
stcre MLR; remain on the MER unti]l relieyed by
infantry of 79th Divj upon relief by infehtry,
regroup prepered to continue attack to E or
return to assembly area.

¢. Div Res assemble vicinity HGELSCHLOCH by 080C
12 Jan 45, prepared to reinforce CCB. . . .

d. Arty. DIv Arty comdr arrange general support
CCA and CCB; 499th AFA Bn direct support CCB.

6. Radlo nets open C730 12 Jan 1945,

[. Adv. Message Center - SURBOURG, -

SMITH
Brig General
Commanding
OFFICIAL:
s/ Lembert
LAMBERT )
G-3

Ddstribution: X

11



Desplte the optimlstic tone of this order, serious problgms
faced the combat units of the Division, They had to move up to
thelr assembly areas at night, in severe winéer weather, over
treacherous lce-covered roads. The enemy situatjon_to the front
was vague, except that strong hostile forees were In HATTEN and
RITTERSHOFFEN, Little or no time would be available for recon-
naissance, In this fluld situation, coordinatlion between units
already engaged and those moving forward would be difficult,
Furthermore, some elements of the Divisien had been engaged in
heavy fighting since 1 Janusary,.

Nevertheless, 1t was under these adverse conditions that,
for the first time in 1ts operational history, the l4th Brmored
Division was to be employed as a unit, The Offieial History of
the l4th Armored Division rather dramatically summarizes the sibua-
tion on the night of 11-12 January with the comment, "The great
power of fthe Division was gathering itself for the savage battle
to come."6

Before examining the atteck plan in detail, it is necessary

to consider the unqbs involved in the battle and the terrain.

Troogé

The task organizatlon of the llith Armored Division rematned
essentially the same throughout the operation,

Combat Command A? {€Colonel Charles H. Karlstad)

Oth Tenk Battalion (Major Joan C, Csvin)

68th Armored Infantry Battalion (Lieutenant Colonel Robert
E. Edwards)

Company C, 125th Armored Engineer Battaldon

Troop C, 9uth Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

Detaohment 154th Signal Company !

12
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b C m@&mqjﬁs {Colonel. Frangis J, Glllespie)

Tank Bactalion (Lieutenant Colonel Epnest C. Watson)

62d Armored Infantry Battalion (Lieutenant Colonel James H.
- Meyer, Major Arthur J, Richerds)

Company B, 125th Armored Engineer Battallon

Troop A, 94th Cavelry Reconnalssance Squadron

Detachment, 154th Signal Company

Reserve memanda (Colonel Daniel H, Hudelson)
7th Tenk Battalion less Company B (Lieutenant Colomel
James F, Lann) '
19th Armored Infantry Battallon (M2 jor Forest T. Green)
125th Armored Emgineer Battalion less Companies B and C
(Lieutenant Colonel Joim R. Morrison)
9lith Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron less Troops A.and C
(Lieutenant Colonel Thomas G, McCollum)

Pivision Artillgpyg (Colonel Maurice K. Kdrtz)

[GOth Armored Ficld Artillery Battalion (Lieutenant Colonel
Robert L. Vance)

500th Armered Field Artillery Battalion (Major Jeseph J,
Murthg}»

Gompany B, 47th Tank Battslion, was attached to the 79th
Division in the GAMBSHEIN are% and d&id not rejoin its parent unit
until later 1n the action.lo The 501st Armored Field Artiliery
Battalonm, ghe third organic artillery battalion of the divisien,
was attached to the 45th Division in the VOSGES MOUNTAINS and did
not participate In any of the actien areund RATTEN and RITTERSHOFEEN,
The 398th Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion (SP)(AW), commanded by
Lieutenant Colone} Albert A. Meren, was attached to the Division
throughout the operztlon and provided antiailreraft protection to
the command post, division artiliery, and combat command trains.ll

Elements of the 79th Division were also engaged In the area
throughout the battle. During the first day of the l4th Armored
Divislon's operaticns, the 3d Battallon of the 315th Infantry Regl-

ment in RITTERSHOFFEN remained under control of the 79th Divisien.
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In HATTEN the 2d-Battalioen of the 5.1-5ti;_ iiarantfy, reinforced by
remnants of a tank destroyer platoon and of infdntf§ from the 42d
Division which had survived the initial German assaults, remained
under control of the 79th Division throughout the battle. The
pattalion commandér, Lieutenznt Colenel Farl F, Holbton, was in
charge of all operations in HATTEN. These two infantry ?attaltons
were supported by elements of the 79th Divislon Artillery, the 310th
and 311th Field Artillery Battalions and Battery B, 312th Field
Artillery Battalion (155-mm How}.lz
Although the 1hth Armored Division wes to be committed as
a unit, the irtermingling of troops of different divisions in the
confined HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN battlefield crested a2 complex commahd
sitwation, -This was particularly true with the artillery. For
example, all fire in front of thew3}5th Infantry positions in tﬁe
towns had to be cleared through the 79th Dlvislon Artillery, whille
all fire in advance of elements of the l4th Armored Division in the
same area had to be cleared through their pwn division artillery,
Colonel Kurtz, Commander, 14th Armored Division Artillery, modestly
expressed the problem when he said, "This situation called for the
utmost cooperation and the closest type of coordination in prepar-
ing fire plans.“13
VI Corps Artlllery furmlshed additlonal combat support to
the l4th Armored Divisiom. Units partlcipating in the battle in-
cluded:
6th Pield Artillery Group
36th Fleld Aptillery Battazlion (155-mm Gun)
194th Field Artiliery Battalion (8-ineh How) (less Battery A)
634th Pield frtillery Battalion (155-am Haw)
Two platoons, 698th Fleld Artillery Battalion (240-um How).
-1
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17th Freld Artillery Group
“Bsttery K. O7TCh Field Artillery Battalion (155-mm Gun)

Further investigation shows that not 211 of the organlc
elements of the 14th Armored Divislen éere up to their nermal cembat
effectiveness on the eve of the battle, The 48th Tenk Battallon of
- Combat Command k, as already mentioned, had been engaged in heavy
fighting in HATTEN and RITTERSHOFFEN. Company C, for exemple, lost
four medium tanks during one Germen attack on the 11¢h.1% The 68th
Armored Infantry Battalion was committed during the aftermoen, and
that night Colonel Karlstad's troops were disposed west of RITTERS -
HOFFEN as sheown on Map 3.

As fcn;' Combat Command B, the 25th Tank Battalion was u§ to
strength, However, the 624 ﬁfmored Infantry Battalion was still_re-
covering from its ecrippling losses of early January when, operatlng
with Task Force Hudelson, it had been badly battered by the German
attack southpast of BITCHE.16 During the early hours of the 12th,
the troops moved up to their assembly areas around HORWILLER, but
it was not until late in the morning that all elements of the cembat
command had closed in the new position.lT' |

. The Reserve Command had the greatest trouble assembling ib-s‘
forces because the 19th Armored Infantry Battalion, cver 20 miles
to\the west , was hot released by the 45th Division until early morn-
ing of the 12th, Therefore, while Colonel Hudelson was assembling
his available undts in the vieinity of HOELSCHLOCH, it would be
several hours until all the armored inﬁantrﬁ céuld arrive,lB

As for the artillery, the 500th frmored Field*Artillery Bat-
talion was supperiing -Combat. Command A, but the Qagbh-had been mowved
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intd 2 position near SQULTZ on the night of the 11th.19 With the
conmitment of the Divislon during the night, some reorgenitzation
was necessary. It was not until the 12th that Divisdon Aritillery
resumed conbtrol of the 499th and 500th Battalions and completed

20
Installation of its wire communications,

Parrain

The most critical terrailn features In the VI Corps sectar
between the VOSGES MOUNTAINS and the FOREST OF HAGUENAU are the
communtcztions center of B0ULTZ and the high ground about 1,000
yards to the southeasi around HOHWILEER. Thege areas dominate all
avenues of enemy approach from the northeast to the rear of the
corps, ,ﬂbuevev, the battle was not fought on these critical poldnts,
Instead, the entire operaticn was centered in the restricted area
of the villages of HAT%éN and RIPTERSHOFFEN, The battlefield }ay
in & rough triangle, bounded on the northeast by che-SEﬂTZENDH
RIVER, on\the south by the FOREST OF HAGUENAU, and on the west by
& north-~south line through the western edge of RITTERSHOFFEN, -ﬁhe
western side of thils triangle 1s only two and one-half miles long;
its east-west base 1s about the same length. The two villages are
less than 1,000 yards apart, (EEE_E)

The outstanding characteristic of the area is its lack of
covep and concealment, The entire area from the forest to the
river is open farm land, except for the two villages, a small sirean,
and a railroad. The towns are'on a low ridge which extends from
wést to east, but the Germans %5 from positions northeast of the

SELTZBACH -- had good observation throdghout the ares, as did the
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ﬂméfih&ns from northwest of RITTERSHORFEN, The 'stream which runs
gastward from RITTERSHORFEN to HATTENW and then southeast to the
forest played an important part in the battle because it affeorded
2 concealed route for movement of enemy troops and supplies into
RITTERSHOPFEN. The Germ&ns wsed this avenue of approach as their
main supply route, The roads and bulldings are lecated as shown on
the map.zl

The westher during the period 12-20 January was typical of
Aisatian winter, marked elternately with snow and below-freezing
temperatures, high winds, and fog. Operations were frequentily
hampered by almost complete lack of visibility. The. movement of
armored vehicles on the roads was difflcult because of the ice amd
snew, but oross-country trafficability was good since thefground
was i‘rn::zen.z2

Apother important feamcure of the. area was the fortifica-
tlons of the MAGINOT LINE which the French had constructed just to
the east, north, and northeast of HATTEN. These large- concrete
works provided protection for numerous underground gallevies,
Swaller fortifications, machine gun and antitank. gun emplacements,
were located southeast of HATTBEN, The Germans occupled bhesé
fortilfications and used them as shelters for personnel and materiel
and as antitank gun emplacements, The larger structures evem with-

stood fire from American 8-inch and 240-mm homitze:s.23
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CHAPTER 3

THE ATTACK OF 12 JANUARY

Although the Allled troops In ALSACE were on the strategie
defensive during January 1945, the mission assigned the 14th
Armored Divislon was offensive 1n nature. It will be recalled
that on the rlght of 11-12 January VI €orps directed the Divlsion
to attack through the positions gf the 79th Division,and recapture
the line STUNDWILLER - BUHL - HATTEN FOREST, Evern though the
weather, fterrain, and the opposing forees were to impose severe
restrioctions on the Divlsion, the misslon was 2 tyovical one for
armor in 2 defensive sltuation -- counterattack against a limited
objective.

The next tqree chapters of this study will discuss, as far
as avajlable historieal documents permit, the operations of the
14th Armored Division during the period 12-20 January. These opera-
tions developed as a continuous series of small, but bitterly
conbested, unit actions centered in the towns of HATTEN and RITTER-
SHOFFEN, Although the Divisien never suaceeded in gaining the
ohjectlve assigned, it 414 accomplish an important defensive task
because 2 major German offensive was stalled in its tracks during
the peribdh

The Plan

The blue arrows on Map 4 show the axes of attack of the
combat commands as dlrected by Division, Combat Command A was to
attack at daylight, seize RITTERSHOFFEN, and screen the attack or.
Combat Command B on its left, After the passage of CCB, CCA was to
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be prepared to assist CCB in the capture of HATTEN. Combat Command
B would attack on Division order, im column of battalions, and seize
‘HATTEN with the leading battalion to sereen the advance of the
following battallon, The second battglion would cut the roads east
of HATTEN and restore the main llne of resistance, the fortifications
of the MAGINOT LINE between HATTEN and the SELTZBACH RIVER. The
Reserve Command would assemble about six and 2 half miles west of
RITTERSHOFFEN prepared to reinforce C-CB.Z’3

‘The plans of the battalions of Combat Command A were worked
out in further detail, ngg_i]: The 48th Tank Battalion less
Company A, with Company B 68th Armored Infantry Battalion zttached,
would attack on the right (south) of RITTERSHOFFEN. Company B, 68th
Armored Infantry Bsttalion, was to lead this attack by driving into
the south edge of the ftown. It would be followed and supported by
Company C of the U8th, Company B, 48th Tenk Battalion, would move -
out at 0800 and take up positibns southeast of the town to cut the
HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN road by fire. The other tank company, Company
D, was to protect the right rear of the attaeking elements, Thus,
one armered infantry company, followed by a company of tanks, was

to make the maim effort of the battalion into RITTERSHOFFEN from

]

the south,

On the left of Combat Command A the 68th Armored Infantry
Basttalion less Company B,.and with Company A, 48th Tank Battalion
attached, would attack along the mein road entering the town from
the west. The main effort would be made by Company C with the tanks

attached. Thls company was organized into four teams of about two
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infantry squeds and two tanks each and with atjleast four 1ight
machine guns and a rocket launcher per team, These teams were to
clear the houses 1n RITTERSHOFFEN as the attack progressed.
Initially Company A of the 68th Armored Infantry Battalion would
form 2 base of filre from ppsitions on the left of Company C. Later
Company A would follow Cdmpany ¢ into the town and outpost it after
Company C reached the east edge. The mortars, machine guns, and
gssault guns of Headquerters Company wouid pe in general support
of the battalion; the Antitank Platoon would protect the flanks of
the battaiion; and one platoon of engincers, the battalion reserve,
would follow the attack by 300 yardsq5

The plan of Combat Command B was issued In 1€s field order
dated 112400, The attack position was located in HOHWILLER; the
combat command would be in this position and ready to attack by
0800 hours on the 12th. The attack would be launched in a column
of batcaliens with the 62d Armored Infantry Battallon follewed at
1,000 yards by the 25th Tank Battalion, The frontage of the aitack
would extend 1,000 yards scuth from the SELTZBACH RIVER. Corps
artillery would support the stbtack by placing fire on STUNDWILLER,
BUHL, known enemy emplacements, roads leading east of HATTEN, and
the west edge of the HATTEN FOREST. The 499th Armored Field
Artillery Battallon would be In direct support of the combat command
with forward observers with each tank company, Company B, 125th
Engineef Battalion, was alerted to lay mines and prepare demolitions
agalnst any enemy crossing to the south bank of the SELTZBACH, Combat

trains wvere to remzin at HOHWILLER; radio silence would be malntained
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utitil the 62d Armored Infantry Battatlon crossed the line of
&eparture; thelcombat command advanced command post would follow
the leading battalion.6 ;

The two battallons of the 315th Infantry Regiment were
both 1solsted in HATTEN ahd'RITTERSHOFFEN, contact having been
‘lost with the 3d Battalicn during the night, (ﬂﬂ2_317 The situs-
tion on the flanks was vague, Elements of the 42d Division were
supposedly covering sections cof the FOREST OF HAGUENAU to the
south, and CCA had Troop C of the 9Uth Cavalry Reconnelssance
Squedron patrolling the north edge of the forest.? On the 1lith's
left flenk elements of the 79th Division held OBERROEDERN, but
no continuous line of contact existed in this area; and elements of
the 94tk Cavalry Reconnaissance Squedron patrolled to the north-
west along the SELTZBACH RIVER.

?he epemy situation was also vague although elements of

the 21st Panzer and 25th Panzer Grenadier Divisions had been

9

1dentified.” The Germans in HATTEN and RITTERSHOFFEN had been

reinforoed with Infantry and tanks and had placed antitank guns

and tanks 1n concealed positions arourd the bulldings. The enemy

-

apparently had strcng artillery units around BUHL and STUNDWILLER

and good observation over the entire bsttlefjeld.‘0

Cperations, 12 January (Map 5)

The Division launched its attack as planned. Oombat Command
A aktacked ai 0750 with the advence of the 48th Tank Battalion
preceded by a 15 minute artillery preparation. By 0800 hours

Compeny B reesched a position from whieh 1t could place fire on the
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southeést edge of RITTERSHOFFEN, It remained in this position
until 1700 although it did attempt to move a sectlon up closer
to the objective and 'lost one tank 1In the attempt. The infantry
company moved cut as scheduled but was stopped short of the south
edge of RITTERSHOFFEN. It launched an assault at 0840 but met
heavy small arms fire and wa; repulssd. No further progress was
made by the Infantry, although the tanks of Company C supported
them from close range all day. At 1650 hours Company D, which had
remained on the south flank since the Inltlal attack, moved directly
east and opened fire on the south edge of HATTEN, At 1700 hours
Compeny B jolned this tank sttack and also moved east tothring its
fire on HATTEN. However, 20 minutes later both companies began to
withdraw, and by 1920 they were beck in NIEDERBETSCHDORF where
_resupply was completed during the night.ll
In the meantime the other battallon of CCA had also
experlenced difficulty. The 68th Armored Infantry Battaldon
launched its attack at 0800, Compsny C gained a few houses, and
Company A moved In behind the asssult teams, Unfortunately, what
few buildings were captured proved untensble since the Germans
set fire to them as they withdrew.lz By noon the 68th had advanced
about UCO yards Into the town; established contact with the 3d
Battalion, -315th Infantry; and set up its advanced command post
in the town, By 1900 the western half of the town had been cleared
after heavy house-tc-house fighting. Throughout the day intense
sniper, machine gun, tank, snd artillery flire was encounteregd,

partioularly In the north centrel section of the town and from a
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dtrong point around the church in the eastern section ¢f the town.
That night the attached tank company withdrew to NIEDERBETSCHDORF
for resupply. As a result of the days fighting, CCA had cleared
about 2 quarter of RITTERSHGF?EN and had‘eatablighed firm contact
with the 3@ Battalion of the 315th Infantry. The 500th Armored
Field Artillery Battalion had supported the combat command through-
out the day. At 1130 hours the combat command reverted to control
of the lL4th Armored Divislon as planned.13

In the meantime, Combat Command B launched its attack
across the open ground north of RITTERSHOFFEN at 1130. The 624
Armored Infantry Batta}ion, less Company C, and with Company C,
25th Tank Battalion, attached, led the attack with two dismounted
infantry companies abreast, supported by the tank company. The
line of departure was the RITTERSHOFFEN-LEITERSWILLER road, By
1300 hours the attack had pushed eastward about 1,000 yards; but
there the infantry was forced to stop and try to dig into the
frozen ground under intense ervillery, mortar, and small arms I‘jre.lu
As Company C's tanks crossed the line of departure they came under
accurate antitank fire from the north edge of RITTERSHOFFEN. With-
in @ few minutes they lost two tanks. By 1530 the rema2ining tanks

were forced to withdraw to defensive positions west of the line of

13
departure. 2

Although part of the armored infantry battalion was
scarcely more than 300 yards north of HATTEN, it could move no
further. Eventually, these troops 21so withdrew behind the line
16

of departure where the companies begen to dig in,
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The 25th Tamlk Battéldon jppPodthed the 1line of depdrture

20 minutes behind the 62d Batfalisn) #ith companies in column in

' ' 1
the order B, A, B (62d Armored Infantry Battalion), and D, 7 The

battalion atteMp;ed to pass through the infantry, but came under
heavy antitenk fire from the north edge of RITTEBRSHOFFEN before
they reached the line of departure.l8 The olive drab tanks were
excellent targets against the open snow-covered terraln befween
the SELTZBACE and RITTERSHOPFEN; artillery, antitank, mortar, and

small arms fire from dug-in enemy positions took from CCB a mount-

ing toll.19

By evening the 62d Armored Infantry Battalion was dug in
along the RITTERSHOFFEN-LEITERSWILLER rosd, and the 25th Tank
Battalion had withdrawn to HOHWILI.ER for resupply. During the
atteck Lieutenant Colonel Meyer was wounded, and Major Richards
suceeeded to command of the 6248 Armored Infantry Battalion,

When querled on this operation, Colonel Gillesple recalled
some featﬁfés of this attack:

It was snowing heavily et the time of our attack, We
moved directly from the road, from marech formation, to the
line of departure, and attacked on time, The attack 1tself
was not successful, but it undoubtedly relieved the pressure
from the troops In RIPTERSHOFFEN and HATTEN. At times,
because of the snow, we could not see more than a& hundred
yards In advance. The ground was frozen and therec was no
opportunlty to take cover of any sort, which considerably
worrled the trcops. There was no evidence at the time tc
show that the holding attack had been launched; and as far
a@s I could find out, the holding attack, if at all orgsnized,
had not gzined ground. We stopped by holding and organizing
the high ground generally northwest of RITTERSHOPFEN and. took
up a very active defense with much paivroiling. It appeared
to me at the time that the ground held by CCB wes the ground
desirec by the enemy, who were tryling to get the touwn of
SOULTZ to the northwest, which has always been z strgng
traditional Lown to the Germans. It was also a good communi-
cation center, )
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14th Armored- Divisiom, and 1ts gains could only be marked in yards.
Nevertheless, 1ts timely arrival at the-threatened sector of the
corps. front had strengthened the Amerilcan's hold on a eritieal

area, The battle, however, was Just beginning,

--
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CHAPTER &

THE ATTACK OF 13 JANUARY

Plagé and Preparations

Fortunately, the enemy did not react to the attack of the
12th with any violent counterattaecks during the night, As the
Division caught its breath after the first day's battle, General
Smith issued new instructions for resuming the attack the next
morning.

Qperations Instructlons No, 10, ﬁublished 122000 January,
established the missions of the three combat commends of the Divi-
siont

1. Combat Command 4 was to continue the attack at daylight
to clear RITTERSHOFFEN. After clearing RITTERSHOFFEN, Colonel
Karlstad would 2ssist the Reserve Command in clearing HATTEN and
restoring the main line of resistance,

2. Combat Command B was to attack RITTERSHOFFEN and HATTEN
by fire only from their present positions along the RITTERSHOFFEN-
LEITERSWILLER rcad, The fires of all available tanks and assault
guns would be ccordinateq with Reserve Command and Combat Command A,
Colonel ﬁillespie was also to protect the Division's north flank
_ gnd prepare either to regroup, te reinforce CCA, to attack HATTEN,
or to march to an assembly area.

3. The Reserve Command was to make the main effert on the
13th, Colonel Hudelson would assemble his férces in the viginity
of NIEDERSETSCHDORF prior to daylignt and 'then attack around the
south flank of the Divisioﬁ at daylight to selze HATTEN; rescue the
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remnénty of -the &4 Battalion, 315th Infantry, still lsolated in °
the town; and f&sbore the main line of resistance. Thils force
swould also be responsible £br the’ profection of the right (south)
flank af.the Divislon,

4. Troops A, g4th Cavalry-Reconnaissance Squadron, was
released ffom attachment to CCB and attached to heéerve Command,
The remeinder of the 9Wth Cavalry took over the protection of the
Division's left flank e2long the SELTZBACH_RIVER‘from LEITERSWILLER
to SOULYZ. )

5. The fire plen for-the attack included the support of
VI Corps ‘artillery., Some 8-inech hewltzers would be used in the .
c¢lose support c¢f the troops in HATTEN; a SO-minuté preparaéion
would be fired by wedivm and hea;y artiliery on known énemy posi-
tions west of the RHINE; and interdictlon fires were scheduled
along the enemy's maln supply route which extended northeast [rom
BUHL.

Thus, the gencral plan for the acttack on the 13th was
similar to that of the first day. Combat Command A weculd coﬂtinue
to make vhe frontal attack in RITTERSHOFFEN while the maln effort
would again be launched against HATTEN, This time, hewever,
Reserve Command'woulé attack from the south instead cf CCB attacking
from the nerth as had bgen attempted on the 12th. The defensive
miseion of Combat Command B was dictated by higher headquarte;s.
Qeneral Smith said:

With reference tc the somewhat passive role played by CCB

after thelr first mesjor setback anpd the rather unorthodex mis-
sion "To attack by fire only".. .I had recelved oral orders,
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later conflrmed 1n writing from VI Corps to keep one combat
command evallsble for lmmediecte use as corps reserve, in case
ol an emergency cn another front. Under this restriction thils
was the only use that I felt justified in making of thls combat
command, In fact, I stralned a 1llttle at my orders ibp putiing
them In a defensive position to assist the remainder of the
division,l!

The Reserve Commend experienced the most difficulty during
since
the night »eemwss the other two combat commands were already in
pesition to resume the attack, Colonel Hudelson commented on his
problems;

CCR recelved the division attack order (oral) at 2100
hours on 12 Jsnusry 1945. CCR was closing in an area about
25 kilometers from HATTEN at this hour, The 19th AIB had
been released from & front line position near MOUTERHOUS (i1n
the VOSGES MOUNTAINS) esrly that morning. Two battalions had
been fighting constantly since esrly Januery 1945. The hour
of attack was given as 0800 hours 13 January, This meant
that CCR must m2rch an additlonal 25 kilometers at night, over
ley roads, and attack without making a reconnaissance., 4all
troops were battle weary. No reglacements had been recelved
since the last major engagement,

Desplte these difficulites, Reserve Command assembled in NIEDER-
BETSCHDORF by 0700 hours on the morrning of the 13th and completed

preparations to launch its z2ttack on schedule.3

Operations, 13 January (Map 6)

The attack was launched st 0800 hours. In RITTERSHOFFEN,
the-3d Battalion, 315th Infantry, was attached tc Combat Commend
A. This batvtalion, with the 68th Armored Infantry Battzlion on
the left and the 4Bth Tank Battalion on the right, was engaged in
clcse-in fighting throughout the day., Covered by a smoke ;creen
ocn tne southeastern edge of the town, the 48th Terk Bastalisn

aviacked with two companies. They advanced slowly but steadily
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until about 1000 hours, when a tank was knocﬁed out as 1t approdched
the German strongpoint around' the church.. Fiéhting slackened until
abou£ 1800 that evening when house-to-house fighting broke out zgain.
By 1930, most of the battalion had established defensive positions
for the night in the southern part of the town.u During the day,

one company of tanks moved south of the town and reached a point mid-
way between HATTEN and RITTERSHOFFEN, Here they were able to bring
fire on the road between the two towns. The fourth tank company
occupled & flank firing position in the southwes§ corner of RITTER-
SHOFFEN during the day.5

The 3d Battalion, 315th Infantry, alsc attacked to exténd

tts foothoid in the town but m;de 1lttle progress agalnst stubborn
enemy resistance.6 The 68th Armored Infantry Battallon continued

its attack of the preceding déy with two ccmpanies, working in
tank-infantry teams, driving to the northeast, The assault guns

and 8l-mm mortars prcvided close support to the attack but cduld
Inot neutralize heavy enemy small arms and mortar fire from the
northeast. Enemy artillery lire was Intense all day, and soon

most of the ungutted buildings were on fire, A&t dusk, two small
German counterattacts were contained, but by dack the 68th was

back In the same positions it had held the night before. Compary

C, 125th Armcred Engineer Battalion, remained In combat command
reserve at KUHLENDORF thrcughcut the day.7

Next, conslder the operations of the Reserve Commend in

HATTENi. The battalions moved up from thelr attack positiens and

at 0800 launched their attack across the Itne of departure, the
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rogd running south from RITTEHSHOFF&N&B PHey were in llne forma-
tibh, with the 47th Tank Battalion on the right and the 19th
Armored Infantry Battalion on the left astride the railroaﬂ.9
Company A of the 19th was narth of the rallroad, Company B was to
the south, and Company C was 1n reserve. The tanks of the U7th
moved on a parallel axis about 200 yards south of the raiirozd.
The axis of attack extended eastward along the railrosd to a point
south of QATTEN and then north into the eastern part of che town,
Almost as soon &s the troops began to move eastward, they
came under withering fire from RITTERSHOFFEN, the south edge of
HATTEN, and the German-held bunkers southeast of HATTEN, A smoke
screen was laid on the south edge of HETTEN, and by 0845 the
Infantry had advenced within 300 yards of the HATTEN rallroad
stahion.lo The battalion then attecked north agzinst the touwn
but made 1little progress. By 1000 hours heayy arcillery fire had
forced these troops to withdraw south of the railroad, The attack

w0 the north was resumed at about 1100, supporied by tank-s.11

By
noon, contaet was established with some of vthe troops who had been
1solated In the souathern portion of HATTEYW; and about 100 men,
mostly from the B2d Division, were evacuated during furious fight-
ing, However, at 1400 hours a heavy German counterattack forced
Reserve Command to withdraw to the woods south of HATTEN.12

At 1500 hours, the Division Commander issued zn oral order
to Reserve Command to attack without delay, drive the enemy from

HATTEN, and cecure the forts of the MEGINOT LINE north of HATTEN,

Colonel Hudelson describes thils attack:
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Due to the extremely heavy small arms, mortar, Cank, anti-
tank, and artillery fire felling In the area of CCR, I decided
tc delay the attack until dusk. The Lightv Tank Company of the
g4th Reconnaissance Squedron (12 tanks) and two companies of
the 47th Tank Battalion (23 tanks) were assembled in the woods
800 yards south of HATTEN. The remalning combat troops of the
19th Armored Infantry Battalion were loaded on these 35 tenks
under the commsnd of the battalion commander of the 19th AIB
(Major Forest Green) at 1700 hours 13 Japuary 1945, These tanks,
loaded with the infantry, dashed Into HATTEN at top speed. The
infantry dismounted and was.engaged in a bitter house-to-house
fight within a metter of minutes, All but one platoon of medium
tanks were ordered out of HATTEN after discharging the armored
infantry that they were carrying. No tanks were lost during this
trip. 'Three men were injured by small arms fire during the ride
into HATTEN. By 2400 hours, our attack lost its momentum, About
three-fourths of the town was then In our hands. 73 casualties
were incurred by the armored infantry during the house-to-house
fighting prior to 2400 hours. Three of the five tanks that had

been left in HATTEN were kpocked out and were replaced immediately.

126 Germans were oaptured. 91 dead Germens were found in that
portion of HATTEN held by CCR at 2400 hours on 13 January 1945.%3

In this manner a2lil three companies of the 19th Armored Infantry
ﬁattalion and two platoons of tanks established firm contact with -
the 24 Battallon of the 315th Infantry in ﬁATTEN during the evening,
It was one of the most successful engagements of the entire opera-
tion.ll+

While CCA was fighting in RITTERSHOFFEN and the Reserve
Command in HATTEN, CCBg)had been supporting the operations from

positions north of HITTERSHOFFEN.IS

In an a2ttempt to asslst the
progress of the.other attacks during the morning, Company C, 25th
Tenk Battalion, tried twice to reach HATTEN from the north., The
tanks moved out as jindicated on tﬁe map, but in each attack a ftank
was lost and the company retired. In the afternoon Division crdered
Company C to make another attempt to cut the roads runming northeast
from HATTEN and contact Reserve Command to the south. This attack,

launched with two platoons in line and one In support, penetrated to
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a point about 1,000 yax‘!'ds north of HATTEN; but a third tank was
lost and -again the company was forced to withdraw by heavy anti-
tank fire from RITTERSHOFFEN, HATTEN, BUHL, and S-TUNBMILLER.16

A= a result of the fighting up until the night of 13
Jenuary, the 2d Battalion, 315th Infantry, had beeﬁ relieved and
the foothold on HATTgN expanded somewhat by Reserve Command. How-
ever, the positions of CCA In RITTERSHOFFEN and CCB on the left
flank were practically unchanged despite the day's bitter battles.lT

Visibllity had been bad during the morning, limited to 100
¢o 200 yards, However, it Improved during the day, and the gir
force attempted to drop supplies to the hungry infantrymen holding
out in HATTEN. An air observer spotted German reinforcements
moving toward HATTEN on the BUHL-BATTEN read, but attempts to
destroy fLhe bridge over the SELTZBACH with artillery fire were
unsuccessful, Late In the afternoon the 499th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion marked the town of BUHL with red smoke to
gulde dive bombers on a strafing attack on the toun.

However, the fighting of the 13th was not yet over., At
2115 hours the Germans lauhched a strong night counterattack
against the newly won positions of the Reserve Command in HATTEN.
Thls powerful attack was supported by tanks, flamethrowers, and
artillery fire. The enemy forced the Rmericens out of most of
HATTEN that they had geined earlier in the evening. A1l available
artillery fire wes brought 1n tc¢ strengthen the defenders, and bf

midnight the atteck was contained.lg

About half an hour after the HRTTEN counterattack began
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the Germans launched another streng attack in RITTERSHOFEEN. This
attack, also’supporbed by tanks and flamethrowers, came from the
direction of HATTEN, The counterattack was contained wrthin an
hour by massed American artil)afy fire; but elements of the 48th
Tank Battalion south of the HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN road were forced
to withdrew, and the 68th Armored Infantry Battalion fell back to
the west. By midnlight, however, CCA and the 3d Battallen still
held thelr foothold in RITTERSHOFFEN, and the German attack was
repulsed.20 -

During the day, the artillery in support of the lith
Armored Division had one of 1ts buslest perileds qf the entire
campaign., It expended 6,l42 rounds of aﬁmunition, including
5,298 light, 700 medium, and 142 heawvy s—hells.21

The net gzins in HATTEN~-RITTERSHOFFEN as a result of the
fighting on 12 and 13 Janusry were negligible; but a major enemy
counterattack had been stopped, and the American positions in the
two towns were stronger than before, Furthermore, contact with
the isolated infantry battelion in HATTEN was again established.22
The opéfations for these flrst two days have been related iIn
considerable dstell to describe the pettern and nature of the
fighting. For the next week, the battle was to continue with un-
abated fury in HATTEN and RITTERSHOFFEN, but these operations were
8 geocral repetition of the same type of fighting that occcurred
on the 12th and 13th., These subsequent operations will be

discussed briefly in the next chapter,
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CRAPTER 5

OPERATIONS 14-20 JANUARY

General Smith fssued his third and last uribten opera-
tional Instructioms for the conduet of the battle at 2000 hours
on the 13th, This directive ecutlined the general misslons of
the major elements of the Division (ﬁﬁﬁhl)‘

Combat Command A was to organize all-around defensive
positions to be oeccupied during hours of darkmess. It would
then continue the 2ftack to clear RITTERSHOFFEN at daylight and
prepare to repel any enemy counterattacks. As soon as RITTER-
SHOFFEN was cleared, CCA would assist the Reserve Cemig2nd In
clearing HATTEN and restoring the VI Corps main lime of resistance.
The fire plan against HATTEN would be coordinated with Reserve
Command. CCA would also continue to block the HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN
road to prevent the escape of eneﬁy forces to the east and would
maintain contect with €CB on the left and Reserve Command on the
right. y

Combat Command B was to organlze a defensive line which
extended south from LEITERSWILLER for 1,300 yards along the road
to RITTERSHOFFEN. This line would be organized an& oecupied during
darkness by infantry strongly reinforced by tanks. CCB would also
be prepared to fepel counterattacks from the northeast or south-
east, to protect the north flank of the Division, to assist CCA
in elearing RITTERSHOFFEN, or to counterattack RATTEN by fire

coordinated with Reserve Command, Neither the 25th Tank Battalilen
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not the 62d Armored Infantry Battalion would be committed without
approval of the Division Commander exeept to repel an attack on
CCB's ownm position.1 Suoch 1imited commitment of the commang was
dictated by the corps commander's desire to keep oneé cempat com-
mand gvailable for Immediate use as corps reaerve.z

Reserve Command was to organize defensive areas in HATTEN
durimg the night, renew its attack to clear the town et daylight,
and restore the VI Corps main line of resistance. It would also
protect the right (south) flank of the Divisdion, place defensive
mine fieldé on roads southeast and south of HATTEN, and prepare
to meet counterattacks from thé east or southeast.3

These Instructions established the general pattern of
operations for the next week: Combat Command A fought 1n RIFTER-
SHOFFEN, Reserve Command fought in HATTEN, and Combat Command B
maintained a defensive position northwest of RITTERSHOFFEN while
supporting the othér two combat commands with tank amd assault
gun fire, After the last major eiements of the Division were
corimiited on the 13th, subsequent operations were not marked by
any ecocordlinated Division attaeks., Instead, they were characterlzed
by extremely bitter house~to-house fighting in the two towns in
whieh both Amerieczns and Germans employed attacks and counter-
attacks up vto battallon strength tg maintain thelr pesitions,
Therefore, the battle from 14 - 20 January was certainly not a
typlcal armored action and did not exemplify the normally accepted
ideas of the proper use of an armored divj.sion.u On tne olner

hand this period does afford en example of how circumstances may
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sometimes forece armored units to fight 2 prolonged defensive

pattle,

Y

Combat Comapd A in RITTERSHORREN

On Sunday, 14 January 1945, Combat Command A and the 3d-
Battalion of the 315th-1nfantry continued to ciear RITTERSHOFFEYN,
On the left the 68th Armored Infantry Battalion attacked, employ-
ing tank-infantry. teams supported by assault guns and morta?s. In
the ensuing house-to-house fighting, it met stubborn enemy resis=-
tance consisting of machine gun, artillery, and mortar fire, A
smell patch of woods on the northwest edge of the town was ¢leared
of Germans who had Infiltrated during the night. On the right
the 38th Tank Battalion was asslgned a defenslve, overwatchéng,
and security mission to protect the right flank of the 3d Battalion
and waé also instructed to establish contact with Reserve Commend.
The 48th supported the 3d Battalion with tenk fire and cut the
road from HRTTEN to RITTERSHOFFEN by fire, FPive medium tanks were
attacxed to the 3d Battalion to assist in their close-in fi#hting
in the town. In the center the 3d Battalion made neglligible
progress toward the ochurch which the enemy had deveéloped into a
formidable strong point protected by heavy mortar and artillery
{ire., 1In the afterncon 2 155-mm self-propelled gun from coxrps
artillery was sent up into the town to support the attack.5 Three
rounds were fired at very short range against the church, but
hostile antitank guns forced the gun to wi:iic-3w befor: il Inflfeted

any material damage on the strong point.6 Lo 1430 hours the Germans
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launched a determined countevattack with infantry supported by
tanks. Friendly artillery fire wes called for; with its help the
counterattack was repulsed by 1530 hours, and two ehemy tanks
destroyed. Righting reverted to the use of demolitioms, flame
throwers, snd rocket launchers in an effort to win a house at a
time., CCA organized defensive positions for the night after the
hard day's fighting which won only slight gains.T

On Monday CCA assumed a more d.ef“en-s:-l-ve attitude in an
effort to recuperate from the past four days ol heavy fighting.
Colonel Karlstad's instructions for the day prescribed:

...O0ur battallons will seize anything in RITTERSHOFFEN
that can be taken without undue loss of personnel, Attack
by fire. There will be full watechfulpness for ememy gttaecks,
and dbulldings and grounds now held will be malntained. The
impression of the usual attack will be given without exces-
sive fire. Organlzations will be kept iy hemd, in full
strength to meet probable enemy attacks,

Prior to daylight all units laid mine flelds west of the
town, and during the morning the battalions attacked by fire and
oroblng patrols. General Smith ordered the attack resumed teo the
northeast and east at 1400 but few gains were registered, The
155.-mm gun'was again used against the church strong point which
the enemy still Hheld tenaciouslyLQ

The attacks to clear RITTERSHORFEN continued on Tuescay,
without decision, bhgﬁeermans 3t111 defending thelr church strong-

hold and the northern section of the townqlo They were reinforced

by elements of the 104th Volks Qr%nadieg,ﬁggiment of the 47th Volks
n. - — = e — e

Grenadier Division.
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On Wednesday, the 17th, the remaining battalion of the
315th Infantry, the 1st Battalion, joined CCA in another major
attempt to eclear the town. The 1st Battallion, on the left of
€Ch, was to attack to the east to selze the cammanding ground
around the north edge of the town; the 68th Armored Iafantry
Battalion was to launch a house-to-house attack te clear 1ts zone;
and the 3d Battallom, 315th Infantry, on the right was also te

12 mye attack began at 0730 when

elear 1ts portlon of the town.
Company B, 315th Infantry, gained a small lodgement in the northerm
edge of the town. However, furltous enemy resistance soon lsolated
this company whieh lost contaset with the rest of its battalion.

At 1405 hours Company A, 315th Infantry, Qupporaed by a company of
tanks, launched an attack to regain contact with Company B.l3 This
attack falled. Two survivors of Company B were found later 1in the
day, dbut the rest of the company had disappeared. The 68th Armored
Infantry Battallon and 3d Battallon, 315th Infantry, mede limited
gains; but by evenlng all elements of CCA were establishing night
positions to hold thelr gro-und.lq

Thursday all units helgd fast, and the enemy was less active,
Patrols made limited gdins in the vicinity of the chureh.

On the 19th, PFriday, probing patrols reached limited
objectives before being driven back to their dattalion positions,
The next dsy the 14th Armored Division and 79¢th Division prepared
o withdraw to 2 new defensive position behind the MODER RIVER.15

The After Action Report of Combat Comm=rd 3 for Tannary

1945 includes the cost of the battle of RITTEISHORFEN, Casuyalties
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for the battle 1included 41 k¥lled, 202 wounded, and 29 mlissingy
the 48th Tank Battalion suffered 84 of these ecasualties while the
f8th Armored Infantry Battazlion lost 160 officers snd men. Combat
Command A 2lso lest thirteen medium and six light tanks. On the
other side, the German losses were estimated at 1,510 killed or

woum@ed.

Beserve Commend ip BATIEN

Vhile CCA and the enemy were battling to a standstill 1n
RITTERSHOPFEN, Reserve Command and the 24 Battallon, 315th Infantry,
were defending thelir exposed positions In HATTEN. Here the
Germans made repeated agtempts to drive the Americans out of the
key town, The 19th Armored Infantry Battallon and the 2d Battailiom,
315th Infantry, supported by two plgtoons of tanks and a reconnais~
sance troop, bore the brunt of the fighting in the town while the
4Y7th Tank Battalion supported these operations by fire and minor
diversionary attacks. The engineer company prepared hasty mine
flelds and assisted wifth'demolitions.l6

Sunday the l4th, both dattalions launched a coordinated
attack from the southwesterm portion of the tow-n,l7 Considerabile
progress was made during the day, but at 2200 hours that night
the enemy made a strong counterattack that succeeded in wiping out
mest of the gains.18 The Germans used infantry, bazookas, flame-
throwing tanks, and artillery; the fighting was at very close

quarters with heavy defensive filres placed on eneay troops just

across the street from friendly forces,,l9 This counteractack was
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launched by two battalions of the ZOtthaggggggg Regéﬂﬁﬂi of Ghe

7th Parvachute Divislon, a unit rot previously identified on the

VI Corps front.zo After about thrfee hours of bitter fightlng,
the counterattack was contained.

Barly Monday moerning, the enemy struck again, From 0500
to 0630 hours ﬁeserve Command suecessfully resisted five counter-
attacks of medium Intensity. ©DThe Americans reorganized during
the rest of the morning and prepared to resume the attack at 1500
houfs. Their plans were disrupted, however, by dnother ‘enemy
attack of battalion strength at 1450 hours., Exceedingly bitter
house-to~house fighting developed; but Reserve Command's counter-
attack, which lasted until 2100 hours, regained some graund_zl

Tuesday, Reserve Command continued to attack in house-to-
house flghting against the fanatical German paratroopers. As in
RITTERSHOFFEN, the church in the eastern edge of HATTEN became 2
centef of activity. By 1500 the enemy had stopped the advance,
and &n hour and a hslf later Reserve Command fell baek to their
original lines and prepared defensive positiens for the night.zz

Early on the 17th observers reported heavy vehicle traffic
on the roads northeast of BATTEN which continued_deapite friendly
harrassing artillery fires. The day's activities began at 0500
hours with two simultaneous German attacks -in company strength
from the east and  from the southeast, the latter supported by six
tanks. . These attacks were repulsed by 0800, but two hours later
a third attack forced the Americens to give wp four houses. After’

a counterattack at 1230 regained these bulldings defensive positions
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were maintaihed the rest of the day. The 47th Tank Battallon,
reinfo¥ced by the return of Company B from the RHINE bridgehead,
launched a2 diversionary attack te the south and east of BATTEN
to relieve pressure on the town. Enemy antitenk fire prevented
the tanks from cutting the roads leading east from uarEN, 2

Thursday the positions of the oppo§ing forces remained
unchanged, and ground fighting slackened somewhat In Inténsity
although the artillery was actlive because of improved visdbility.gu

On Friday the Germans launched a threewpronged attack
from the north, northeast, and east, employing infantry supported
by mortar, artillery, and tank fire, This assault, and another
which developed about ncon, were finally contained by 1400 with
the help of effective defensive ertillery fires.25' Thesa proved
to be the last major German attacks In the HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN
ares,

The morning hours of Saturday were marked by considerable
enemy vehlele and foot traff?e on the roads out of BAPTER, and In
the afternoon the enemy laid a smoke screen to conceal their move-
ments, January 20th was the first time for 12 days that the enemy
failled to mount a sizeable attaek in HﬁTTEN.26 That afternoon
Rezerve Gﬁmmand was ordered fo withdraw from that bitterly defended
Alsatian ruin -- there was hardly enough left to be called a toun,
A Seventh Army hlstorlan placed Reserve Command's casualtiles in

HATTEN at 362 officers and men, including 26 killed. German losses

were estimated at 678 killed and 1,000 wuun&ed.zT
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General Bebivities

While the other two combat commands were involved in
continuous close fighting in the two-towns, Combat Command B
held 1ts defensive positions behind the RITTERSHORFEN-LEITERS-
WILLER road with the 62d Armored Infantry Bettallen and the ESbh
Tank Battalion. These units supported operations in both towns
by fire and conducted limited armered reconnaissance 1n the area.za
On the 19th, the 25th Tank Battallon was placed 1h cerps reserve
and moved back to the south te meet another hostile threat In a
dirferent ;rea.29
The artillery of the 14th Armored and 79th Infantry
Divisions, as well as the VI Corps, played an important pert in
the battles cf HATTEN-BITTERSHOFFEN. The furst four days of
operations were marked with Uhe greatest expendlture of ammuriition,
the heavlest firing being on the 15th when 6,287 rounds were ex-
30

pended, That night, however, the artillery was advised that

the ammunition situation was critical and that drastic reductions

must be made In ammunition expenditupes.jl For the next {ive days,

the delly ammunitlen axpendltures dropped about 50 per ceﬁt.zz

Poor visibility hampered alr operatlens throughout the cam-
palgn; but when pessible, the XII Tectical Air Command joined the
battle. At dark on the 14th BUHL mas observed in flames as a result
of a bombing attack that afternoen.ij The next day the first.
German jet-propelled aircraft seen in the area bombed a battery of

the 499th Armored Field Artillery Batbalien.ju
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Mep 8 shows the locatigné of certain of the more formigable
German defehses which were developed in the vicinity of HATTEN and
RITTERSHOFFEN durlng the operation.35 During the battle elements of
four German divisions were idemtified in the area, Appendix III
1ists these enemy divisions, together with the location and date
their units were 1dent1fieﬂ.36

The operations had been costly to both Americans and

Germans. The 1l4th Armored Division estimated thelr total casualtiles

for the period 13-20 January to be 1,115 officers and men. Map 9

shows the tracked vehicles lost by both sides. Approximately U7
American and 61 German vehicles were destroyed.37 Appendix IV
includes a statistical summary of personnel and vehicular casuslties,
and fuel and ammunition expenditures for the 1lith Armored Division
during the battle. Appendix V Indicates the effect of tank losses
on the overall tank strengths of the combat commands.

As for the general situation in the VI Corps sector, the
crisis was not yet passed (Map 2). On 19 January combat efficiency
reports for the divisions that had been in the corps area at the
begimning of the campaign listed the lith Armored and U5th and 79th
Infancry Divislons ag "satisfaetory," while the 12th Armored and
424 Infantry Divisions were rated as "unsatisfactory,” In view of
the status of these latter two dlvlsions, and the fact that 1t
appeared that the enemy was shifting troops south from HATTEN and
was gathering his forces-for a renewed attack acrogs the ﬁHINE, the
Seventh Army Commender informed the 6th Army Group Commander of his

inability to hold his existing front, General Devers then authorizead
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the execution of the preplanned withdrawal, and in turn General
Pateh authorized the withdrawal of the VI Corps at the corps

38

commander's discretion. General Brooks then directed that the

withdrawval to the MODER RIVER line be completed by.OTBO hours
21 January.jg

Operations Instructions No, 13, issued at 1500 hours 20
Jenuary by General Smith, prescribed the details of the withdrawal
for the 1Yth Armored Division. (Operations Instructions No, 12,
192030 January, only prescribed minor changes In the orgenization
of the division,) The 68th Armored Infantry Battelion was trans-
ferred to CCB, and the 62d Armored Infantry Battalion was assigned
to CCA. Combat Commend A, with this battalion and the 48th Tank
Battalion, was attached to the 79th Infantry Division to cover the
withdrawal of all troops from the HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN area.40 The
Division, less CCA, began {o withdraw st 1800 hours on the 20th;
and late the next morning succgssfully completed the march to an
assembly area south of the MODER RIVER where 1t reverted to corps
reserve, CCA and the 25th Tank Battalion rejoined the Division in

the afternoon.llLl Thus ended the most vicious battle of the 1ith

Armored Division's operational history in World War II.
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CHAPTER 6

LOGISTICS

The advanced location of the lUth Armored Division In
the battle 1ine, the weather, and the theater-wide shortage of
artillery smmunition and replacement personnel added to the
magnitude of the logistical problem. That the Divislon was not
crdtically hampered by the shortage of artillery ammunitlon re-
flects credlt on the personnel of dlvision trains and dlvision
artilliery. This ehapfter cons&lidates avallable statistieal data
grouped according to Division Trains, Personnel, Supply, Battle

Losses, and Technical Subport for the Division,

Division Traips (Map 10)

The ldth Armored Division Trains, Colonel Dale V, Swanson
commanding, consisted of the 84th Armored Medical Battallom, the
136th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion, and the 154th Armored Signal
Company (less nermal attachments to Division units). All major .
units of the trains having moved west of the SAVERNE GAP on order
of VI Corps 2-3 January, Trains Headquarters was established in
PHALSBOURG on 8 January with the mission of "standardizing the
division rear."1 Colonel Swanson was further charged with comtrol
of the supply installations at SAVERNE and PHALSBOURG. (This was
a forerunner of the Divlslon Supply Control Point, now & part of
current--1950--armored doctrine, although it then invelved centra-

lization of the Installatiens themselves as well =zs their control.)z
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By 11 January two companies of the medical battzlion had
been atbtached to combat commands; &nd the third wes assigned as
Division holding station, An ordnence cempamy was placed in
support of each combat commend, Coincident with orders for the
14th Armored Division to restore the main line of resistance at
HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN, the Division command post was moved to
MORSBRONN, with the advanced commend post at SURBOURG. Advanced
supply elements were moved to MERTZWILLER, The main supply route
then followed the line, BOUXWILLER-PFAFFENNOFFEN-MERTZWILLER-

SURBOUHG.5

Personnel

Replacements for a2ll losses suffered in the initial attaek
on the SIEGFRIED LINE and in the brunt of the VOSGES operation had
not been received., Non-battle casusltles_from frozen feet (particu-
larly among the tank and other vehicle crews) had been sizeable.
Replacements could not be expectsd prlor to the attack, and it wes
not known when they would be available subsquent to the attaek.u
Battle casvalties during the operation were considered normal.
(See Appendix IV, Statistical Summ%ry.} The problem of obtaining

infentry and armored replacement pgrsonnel, especially combat

5

»

Vs
Junior officers, was a critical onej,

Supply
Gasoline,. During the perlod covered by thils report, the
1kth Armored Division had no difficulty in maintaining sn adequate

supply of gasoline and 01l in all units. Indeed fuel consumption
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was considerably lower than might bé expetted for an armored divl-
sion, There was no change in the regu}ak Supply schedule during
the oberation. The Division gasoline supply point was located
near SAVERNE and remained there during the period. The average
lengbh of supply runs for combat command gasoline supply trucks
was 35 mlles., The lcy roads greatly increased the difficulty of
blackout driving required in the foryard areas.

ﬁmmun?tion. Ammunition resupply was normal and adeguate,
with the exceptions of artillery and mortar ammunition. These
items were controlled, Division Artillery, Colonel Maurice K.
Kurtz commanding, was notified on 15 January that every effort
would be made to hold expenditures below 30 rounds per gun per day
for 105-mm howitzers, and 180 rounds per baftalion per day for
155-mm howitzers.6 On the following night VI Corps warned that if
all amﬁunition was fired thet night, the Division would receive
ne more on the 1'?th.T As for mortar ammunition, G-4 notified the
advanced command post on the night of 15 January that no more 81-mm
mortar ammunition was availeble; further, 1t probably would not be
avalilable for two weeks.a On the 18th instructions were issued
directing all abandoned 8-cm (German) ammunition to be plcked up
and reported immediately to the Division ammunition officer. At
the same time, a description and appropriate firing table cover-
ing the use of this anmunitlon In fAmebicen 81-mm mortars was
distributed.g Resupply from the ammunition supply point 2t
SAVERNE was not adeguate tc replace expenditures, In order to

alleviate this shortage, twenty 2i-ton trucks were sent to
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MARSEILLES and returned lodded with artillery ammunitlon dug out
of the surf at the landing sites of the invasion of Southern
France..10 This effort succeeded in briefly relleving the shortage,
but these ltems of ammunitlon remained controlled.

Rations. At the start of the HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN opera-
tion there was no change In the Cless I supply schedule of dail§
issue., This favorable situation w2s maintained throughout the
period.ll Some difficulty was encountered in feeding the men in
the forward areas, especially in HATTEN, due to éhe open, fire-
swept terrain.12 The Germans were, of necessity, reduced fo much
the same situation, althdugh they had some cover in the approach
to the two towns from the rear. Frequent snow flurries covered
the myriad tank tracks throughout the arez, Each morning, how-
ever, new tracks were visible, indicating the routes taken by
supply vehicles of both sides in resupblying the two btowns under

13

the cover of darkness,

Class IT and IV. The resupply of Class II and IV 1tems

was adequate, with the exception of prmored vehicles and fleld
telephone wire, Division artlllery qﬁs especially handicapped
by this shortage of wire.lqL The gre;test difficulty in the re-
supply of availeble items was 1n gett&ng them to the forward wnits.
In thls connection, it was necessary,:on one occasion, to shoot
medical supplies to troops in HATTEN by medium artillery.15 In
addition to the above expedient, six planes.were used to drop

contalners of supplies to units in HATTEN on 13 January.16 The

use of armored vehicles In ground resupply became habltual since
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general purpose vehicles were vulnerable to small arms fire.
Camouflsage materisls webe available in lilmited quentities for

men and Vehiéles.

Battle Losses

Battle losses of equipment during the perilod are considered
generally normal, (See Appendix IV, Statistical Summary,) After
16 January, however, so many tanks were lost by the 47th Tank
Battallion that 1t was forced to assume a defensive attitude with
supporting artillery and mortar fire.l7 (See Appendix V, Medium
Tanks Operationally Fit Each Day.) While ley roads slowed move-
ment, ordnance repair shops were overloaded with disabled tanks
but succeeded 1n making repairs on short notice.ls Recovery of
most disabled vehicles was exceedingly difficult because of the
complete lack of cover, Resupply of destroyed combat vehicles
was extremely slow bgcause of the requirements of units to the

north as a result of the Battle of the Bulge.

Techndcal Support

Engineer. While the command post of the 125th Armored
Engineer Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel John R. Morrison command-
Ing, was established at GRIESBACH 0B 11 January, the engineer
companies occupied forward positions in support of the combat
commands and reserve command. These forward positions were as

follous:

Company A at SCHWABWILLER 1n support of Reserve Command,
Company B at HOHWILLER in support of Combat. Commend B,
Company C at KUHLENDORF 1n support of Combat Command A.
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Eiements of all companies were used as infantry throughout the
perlod because of the limited engineer missiods assigned, end
because of the shortage of 1nranbry.19 Engineer mlssions were
limited to little more than mine-laying and maintenance of roads
in the division sector., On 13 January, a hasty mine field was
leid across the division frent,20 while on the night of 14-15
January, an additional hasty field was lald forward of the posi-
tions of the 624 Armored Infantry Battalion.21 During the with-
drawal of the division from the HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN areca, Company
C, 125th Armored Engineer Battaliom, was attached to Combat Command
A acting as covering force. During this operation, the company
blew bridges, cratered rosds, laid mines, and set booby traps in
+the SURBOURG area in support of the delaying action plamned by
the covering force. A shortage of 100 concertinas was the only
serious shortage of englneer material.experienced by the battalioh
during the HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN operation,

| Medical, The Bu4th Armored Medical Battalion, Lieutenant
Colonel Louls H. Schinfeld commanding, established the battalion
commend post at PHALSBOURG in the division tralns area, Companles
B and C were attached to the combst commands, while Company A
operated the division holding station in a schoolhouse at LIXHEIM.
This holding statlon operated at or near full capacity (40 to 50
ﬁatients) during the perlod that the 1u4th Armored Division was
actively engaged at RATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN. Ambulaences of Company
A were attached to Companies B and C for the evacuation of

casualties to the holding station at LIXHEIM, Casualties were
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evacusted and medical supplies brought in to trodps in HATTEN by
halftracks conv;yéd hy tartks bifece the ambnlances were being
destroyed by fire in the forward areas., Rvacuvation of casualties
to army medical facilities was without difficulty except for that

caused by the icy roads. This evacuation was accemplished by a

vlatoon of the 5824 Ambulance Ccnm:sar-w.z2

Ordnance. The shop and offices of division ordnance
(136th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel George
M. Megica commanding) occupied a northeastern suburb of SAVERNE
through the entire month of January. The Division G-4 deseribed
some of the activities of this battalion:

They took on many jobs that base shops wouldn't handle.
They...transferred turrets and welded in cannibalized turret
rings -- exchanged gun tubes -- even laminated sheets of
ordinary hard steel up to armor thicknegss to fill holes in...
tanks that were hit but not destroyed.23

"Each of the three lettered ordnance companies was at least partially

located in more forward positions, furnishing maintenance support

as follows:zu

Company A at MERTZWILLER:
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combat Command A
48th Tank Battalion
68th Armored Infantry Battalion
Troop C, 9U4th Cavalry Reconnalssance Squadron
154th Armored Signal Company (-)
Headquarters Company Division Trains
Headquarters Rear Echeldn
8utth Armored Medical Battalion
Company C, 125th Armored Engineer Battalion

Company B at SAVERNE (vehicle collecting point at SURBOURG)
Headquarters and Hezdquarters Company Reserve Command ¥
19th Armored Infantry Battalion
47th Tank Battalion
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Company C at SAVERNE (automotive platoon at NEUBOURG)
Headguarters and Headquerters Company Combat Command B
25th Tank Battalipn , '
62a Armored Infantry Bettalion
Troop A, 94th €avalry Reconnaissance Squadron
Detachment, 154%th Armored Signal Company

Headguarters and Headquarters Compeny l4th Armored
pivision (Ferward Echeleon)

94th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (=)

125th Armored Englumeer ‘Battalion (-)

Military Police Platoen

14th Armared Division Band

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery l4th Armored
‘Division Artillery

499th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

500th Armored Fleld Artillery Battallon

501st Armored Fleld Artillery Battalion

Quartermaster. The.orgemization of armored diwvislons durihg

the period of World War II 4id not include 2 quartermester battalion,
The usual gquartermaster tra%sparbation services were furnished by
attached guartermaster truck-companies and by division trains wnits
organie¢ to the armored division. During this operatien, however,
no attached truck companies supported the 14th Armored Diviston,
nor were they made avallable until the fellowlng month upon Imsis-
tence of the Division Commander., The only addéitional transporta-
tion available at this time consdsted of about twenty trucks
infermally secured here{and there on a catch-as-catch-can basia.zs
Slgnal, The 154th Armored Signal Company, commanded by
Captain Alfred D, Stackhouse under Lieutenant Colonel W. M.
Duckwitz, Division Signal Officer, was augmented by the 177th Sigmal
Repalr Detachment, Company teams preceded the movement of the
Division ecommand post to MORSBRONN on 11 January to establiish

communications and 1igh§1ng facilities. Thils was standard opereting
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procedure in the 1l4th Armored Division.26'

On 12 Janusry an
advariced méssage center was established at SURBOURG to service
the advanced command post there, while a switchboard was installed
by one of the operating teams. These forward installatleons re-
quired the services of two trouble-shooting wire teams In order
to maintain the Division lines of communicatisn, Despite the
damage caused by constant German bombings, artillery, a2nd mortar
fire (the chief operator was killed by a bomb bursé which destroyed
the Combat Command A switchboard on 16 Jenuary), ccmmunications
were maintained throughout the period. Further, communications
to battalions were meintained at all times, though trouble shooters
worked under artillery fire as a2 rule rather than an excéﬁtion.27
Throughout this perliod the importance of wire as 2 supplemental
means of communication In the armored division wzs readlly spparent,
In accordance with the general practice of centralization
of maintenance functions, @ radio maintenance technical team was
attached.to the ordnance company supporting each combat command.
The attached 177th Signal Repair Detachment and two teams from
the radlo maintenance section of the organic 154th Armored Signal
Company were used for this purpose, In addition to the signal
maintenance mentioned above, each combat command was furnished a
mobile team to effect on-the-spot repairs of signal equipment.
These front line repalr teams were ' mounted in halftracks and
operated well forward with the combat units. The efflciency of
this system of signal repair was excellent. During January, re-

flecting for the most part the vehicular and equipment casualties
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at HATTEN-RITPERSHOFFEN, the teams servipg with the ordnance
companies dccomplished the following: 31 tanks checked and
processed (including Interphone systems); 131 radio sets checked;
168 radio sets repaired; 7-remote control Installations effected;

and 6 M209 converters repaired128
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CHAPTER 7
CONELUSION
One phase of the final, frantic effort of the German
Army to expel the Allied Expeditionhary Forees from EUROPE and
to save itself from total defeat was arrested at HATTEN-RITTER-
SHOFFEN. There cen be no doubt that the actlon was a strategle
sucdess, It permitted preparations for the coming invasion of
QERMANY to continue without further interruption. Furthermore
it had mevked political significance ip contributing to the
retention of the recently liberated eity of STRASBOURG under
2llied control, No 1ittle cdredit 1s due the 14th Armored Divisiaen
whieh persevered through that dismal January fortoight to help
fo1l the Wehrmacht's last blow-in the West.
Tactically however, the operation was not so sueeessful;
the Divislon learned mueh beoth through bitter disappolntments
snd brilliant accomplishments. BSuch lessens as were learmed have

no doubt contributed materially to reemphasis of fundamentals and

"h-._\‘h‘

establishment S?‘pregfnt doctrine of zrmored employment. It shenld
‘be remembered that thehgﬁjént of this study 1s to dete*mine these
lessons rather than to sscertain individual responsibility for any
success or fallure encountered by the Division, Delineation of
such responsibili;y would 1In any case be impossible since many
factors, such as oral orders, contributing to decislions and subse-

quent actlon were not preserved.
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Tactical Eessons

It. will be recalled that the assigned mission of the
Division was "attack bto capture the line STUNDWILLER-BUHL~
BOREST OF HAPTEN." This mission was In turn passed on bto Cembat
Cétmarid B which made the main effort on 12 January. For reasans
then deoided sufficient, CCB, after meking an Initlal effort,
elected to take up what was termed an "active defense" rather
then contdnue the first dayl!s attack, a prime violation of the
prinelple of the objective,. Many factors however contributed
to this declsion. Insufficlent time was given the Division
Commander and subordinate eommanders to prepare for this action.
Fundamentals ol armored employment dictate that dellberate plan-
nihg is essentlal to the desired violent execution.l In this
inscance VI Corps 1ssued the l4th Armored Division its instructions
less then 12 hours before the action began. Division In turm
issued 1ts own instructiomns in the middle of the night for an
sttack only a few hours after daybreak. This clroumstance could
not have allowed any subordinate commender adeguate time to pre-
pare for the tremendous operaticn that lay ahead. It 1s, then,
desirable that plans be prep2red and orders issued far enough in
advenece bto allow all subordlinate commanders time to prepare
carefully and in detail for the execution of these orders.

Plans must be slmple amd orders must be,cieg-r.2 A directive
that leaves the reciplent in doubt as to what 1s.desiped or re&uired
is often worse than no order, A particularly unfortﬁnate example

1s found in the Instructions prescribed for 4 January by Combat
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Cottmand A: "...battalions will Selize anything...that can be taken
without undue loss of persormel, .Attack by fire,..the impression
of the usual sttack will be given without excessive fire,.." Such
orders can lead aenly to confusion or indifferemee on the part of
supordipate comhanders end proh&bit-efﬁic?enm coordinated actlon
with ethepr units,

However, the princlpal cause of the Division's predicaméent
was its inability to @dhere te 2 prineciple that 1s now regsrded as
basic: the tremendous sﬁoek effect of an armered divisien must be
employed in massed armered assaults, properly executed.3 Disper-
sion of forces results 1in weakenad actlon. At HAPTEN and RTTPER-
SHOFFEN plecemeal attacks were the rule rather then the exception,
not only by the American forees but alse by the Germans. Nowhere
in this action does there appesr & really coe?dinated effort by the
entire Divislon, If there is one lessom thdt reverberates through
eand through this entire operation, It 1s the ghastliness of pilece-
meal e.cunmit,lanuc.qm:.L‘L It is truly futile effort. Even in the main
attack of 12 January, CCA was commiited three and one-half hours
before CEB, less than 2 mile to the north, Each combat command hed
two eompaﬂie; of armored infantry éupported by a company of tanks
in the assault echelon; the Division employed less than one-half
of Its total svailable cembat strenmgth in the forward echelon in
this Initlal attack,

In a single ares such as thls where several dlfferent units
were charged with the same overall mission, it is imperative that

area control be cemtralized. Every effort must be made to obtzin

. 6k


http:overa.l1

udified command to forestsll plegehesl efforts by separate.units
end to fscllitate detailed plamning for efficient utilizatlon of
all eavailable combat strengbh.s The establishment and msintenance
of adegquate eommunication fscilities and lilalson contacts 13 also
essential to control for mo commander cam direct his units umless
exchiange of informstion 2nd issusnce of orders can be aceomplished
with ease, X comtributing fsctor to cessation of the CCB: attadk:
on 12 Jamuery was leck of detafled Information ss to location and
action of the sdjacént combat command.6
Only by offemsive action does a unit preserve freedom of

7 The lnstant an atteck is

action and retain the initiative.
allowed to stall or stop, enemy counter actien 1s lmmediately
favored. Cessation of attack slmply because terrain desired by the
eneny 1s controlled by friendly forees 18 not in the spirit of
violent'%hd declsive sectlon. Alternate plans should be prepared
ard ¢ontlnuously revised &s necessary to ensure that should an
initie] thrust fslter, en alternate plan may be promptly adopted.
Only the Reserve Command, for example, varied the routine of un-
successlul daylight probing ectiens by interspersing night attacks.
The limited successes of German night sttacks, from the standpoint
of morale 1f nothing else, point to this type of operation as »
possible opportunity for successful action thst was eonsistently
Ignored by the Divislon 8s 2 whole. Flexibility of tactics must
accompeny armor's characteristic of flexibility of control,

communications, and movemént to maintain the initistive.
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HATTEN-RITTERSHOFREN shows prectieal application of cemou-
flage measures on both German and‘Americsn equlpment . Necessity
of altering camouflage to conform fto background, however, was
forcibly Impressed on- merican tank elements which whitewashed
thelr vehicles only to see snow succeaded by melting raln.. Thedir
white venicles were then even more starkly outlined sgaipst the
dark background than they had been against the snow before paln$4n3.8

The effective emploﬁment of artillery fires may be hailed
as an outstending fBAtar conitributing to the defensive suceess of
this sction. .More than once it yas artlllery fire whieh blunted
the viocious German attacks, both day amd night, Certainly without
artillery HATTEN and RIPPERSHOBREN could soomer or later hove
fallen entirely to the enemy. Hewever, close artillery suppart was
greatly restricted by the extreme proximity of fmerican and German
forees in the two towhs, Repeated refusal of assoeiated infantry
elements to elear as "safe to fire" close concentrations called
for by others of the defenders,9 even &s a last resort, perhaps
indieates 2 training defic&ency resulting from lack of comfldence
in arttllé@y.'

This engagement demonstrated that {ighting in towns does
not permit erfectiue utidization of the full capabillities of armor.lo
In such c2ses infantry troops must contribute the maximum effort.
at- HATTEN and RITTERSHOFFEN the primary role was a dismounted ones
such Irifentry as was avalileble regquired augmentatlon by engineers

11

‘and all'qther froops at hand, That this relnfercemént was

effestive tesbifies to the soundness of requiring basic infiantry

&6


http:req'U:1:r.ed
http:fo-r(l.es
http:paln't,i.ng

traintng for 211 troops regardless of branch.

To sunmarize the coibst lessons learped at HATTEN-RITTER-
SHOFFEN 18 to enumerate many facts contributing to Amerlcen armored
doctririe evolving frowm World Waer II. Some of these lessons are:

1, Units must be given time to plan anloperation, and
these plans must all be éirected teward the primery mission or
objective.

2. Plans must be simple but In sufficlent detajl to insure
meximam coordimation.withAadJaeent units, and orders must ﬁe clear,

3. To gain meximum effeet from an srmored division's great
shock aetion, armor must be employed in mass, Plecemeal attacks
must be avelded.

4, Command must be centraldzed in a restricéted ares, and
close and continueus liaison must alwzys be m2intained between all
units, '

5. Armor must maintain the initiztive to be successful.
Its Inherent flexi1bility must be employed to keep this Imitiative,

6. Cemouflage must constantly be adopted to the terrsin,

T. Artlllery 1s s third partner In the temk-infantry tesm,
particulerly in the defense; end 21l elements must hawe confidence
in 1ts support,

8. Armor should avold flghting in-towns or citles, for

when it does, success depends primerily on armored infantry alone.

67



fogistlical Lessons

It 1e well estsblished that the success of any operation
depends to e grest degree upon the adequacy of the loglstical
support given to the combat troeps.lz

During the HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN operatlion the l4th Armored
Division was supported by organic and attached service troops and
by srmy installstioms in the area. While some items such as
artillery and mortar ammunitlon were in short supply, the over-all
avallabllity of essential supplies and equlpment was sufficlent to
maintaln the operatien. Thls was primarily possible because of
the ingenulty and aggreésivengss of commanders of service units
ol the Divislon.l3

The estasblishment of s supply control point similar to the
present day Division Supply Control Point facllitated efficient
operation of the logistical elements of the Division.lu In order
to properly control supply operations, the Division Commander
charged the Division Trains Commasnder with the respomsibility for
control of the consolldated supply installstions., This centreliza-
tion contributed materially to the smooth operation of resupply
and evacuatlion required during the battle,

An examinatlon of the logistieal functions performed
indicates that en armored division requires quartermaster units in
order to properly conduet operations. Resupply of Glass. III and V
stpplies to using units within the 14th Armored Division was
difficult because organic quartermaster transportation was lnade-

quate. This defleienecy of World War IT srmored divisions has been
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eorrected by the sddition of a quartermaster battalion in current
Tables of'Organizatioﬁ aﬁdlEAQipmeht,ls

During World War II it was a theater-wide experience for
units to hsve temporary shortages of Qarious items of Cless IIT
and V supply. The 1l4th Armored Division experienced a shortage of
artlllery and mortar ammunition during this operatien that required
strict zationing.l6 The support rendered by organic mortars and
artillery clearly demonstrated that adequate fire support cem be
furnished to assault units even when hampered- by & shortage of
ammunition, This 1s possible when expenditures of 1ltems in short
supply are adequately controlled and firing 1s confined to éssentiel
targets only.l7

A study of the HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN operation reveals that
the ‘resupply to or evacuation from forwerd units, over fire-swept
terrain affording little or no cover or concealment, 1s feassable
under cover of darkness when armored vehicles are used instead of
general purpose vehieles. The Béserve Commzand in HATTEN success-
fully used armored personnel carriers and tanks 2s supply and
evecuztion vehicles. Tanks convoyed these vehicles to amd (rom
the forward uvnits., An alternate solution, to withdraw tanks 2t
night for resupply, wes used by Combat Command A during the early
phases of the battle but as a result hard-won ground was lost and
had to be regained the next day,

While radio 1s the,generally accepted primary meens of

communication in the armored division, 1t is evident that wire

compunication is an important supplement.18 During the HATTEN-
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RITTERSHOFFEN engagement command: posts, supply instzllavioms, and
~artillery positicns remained fixed or moved short distapeces only.
This situation led to the extensive use of wire which, in such 2
sicuation, is more reliasble and faster than radlo.

The salient lessons of logistical support 2s exemplified
by this study mey be summarized as follows:

1, f4ggressive and ingenious leadershlp is as essentiel in
service unlts as in the combat arms.

2. The use of 2 centralized supply control system within
the armored division 1s highly desirable.

3. Rdequate quertermaster support is a prime reguirement
for proper supply of combat units of 2n 2rmored division,

4. The expenditure of ttems in short supply, especially
artillery ammunition, must be rigidly controlled.

5. Exposed front line units may be successfully resupplied
by using armored vehicles for supply trensportation,

6. The supply of telephone wire should be maintained at
reguired levels in all units to insure thst the best means of

communieation 1s 2vailable in statliec situations.

Final Consigerstions

An examination of these lessons, partieculezrly the tacticzl
lessong, revezls ljttle that is new in military doctrine, In faet
they sfe e repetition of the basic principles of war -- the objec-
tive, simplicity, mass, unity of command, and the offenaive.lg
The commdnders 1in the Bettle of HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN were well 2ware
of these prineiples. Why, then, were some of them apparently

violated?
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One answer is that the fog of war sometimes s0 coufyses
the 1ssue that adherence to all the principles of war is difficult
or 1mposéible. For example, higher headguarters, for good resson,
may impose restrictions upcn the employment of a unit; terrzin
might restrict operations; enemy 2ction may disrupt timing or nlans;
supply deficiencies beyond the control of 3 unit may retard opera-~
tions; or lack of comb2t experience may amplify the problems which
arise-in an zlready confused situation. All of bthese problems
confronted.the 1Uth Armored Division in this action.

Herein lies the final lesson, Circumstances maﬁ somet imes
cause an armored divislon to be employed under condltions which
meke 1t difficult to follow the basic rules of armor, Neverthe-
less, these agwerse conditions can and must be overcome,

The;strﬂteéy of armor is to plan boldly and well and to
executbte wﬂth'agggpésiueness and violence -- deliberste planning
and violent executi6£i20\ When holding the initilative in the
offensive sucﬁ»strategyzﬁan be followed, and irn the normal defen-
sive situatioﬁ\pcior plenbing often permits this étrategy in the
counterattack.21 HdﬁE;EPmone must not forget that conditions
whieh favor this{strategy‘do not always exist. When the enemy
holds the 1n1tiat}ué»afmor must sometimes be ‘comeitted without
prior planning and even in initial piecemeal atﬁacks. This fact
w2s demonstrated not omly during the German offeqsives in ALSACE
in January 1945 bubt also in the ARDENNES in December 1944, The
14th Armored Civision at HATTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN and the 12th Armored

Division at GAMBSHEIM were used to plug holes in the Allled line,
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and elements of these divisions were committed only at the last
moment when the situation demended employment of the final
‘reserves.zz The 10th Armored Division marched 50 miles to hold
the south sheulder of the German penetration -in LUXEMBOURG on 17
December, The same day the 7th Armored Division marched 26 miles
to 87 VITH to attempt %0 hold the north shoulder. The Uth Armored
Division moved north 100 miles and Immediately launched an attack
toward BASPOGNE, 2nd the 2d Armored Division marched south for 46
miles only to be confronted by an enemy panzer corps east of the
MBYSE RIVER.Zj‘ 2 |

In 21l these actions deliberate planning was impossible,
and the unlts had to be committed pigeemeal as they reached the
battlefield. Thus when the enemy holds the initiative circum-
stances may force the employment of an armored division under
eonditions Inccmpatible with the acecepted doctrine om the use of
armor, This will be even more true in any future war than it was
in World War II when the Germans assumed the strategic offensive
only cnce after the Vestern Allies landed 1n NORMANDY.

Under such circumstances the successful unit 18 the one
that can overcome these 2dverse conditions and ultimately employ
its strength effectively, To do this special measures must be
employed to ta?gfggzgaLagi of the inherent characteristics of armor

employment ; flexibilicy,,bpbility, and fire power.25 Hewever the

ability to adop € special measures depends upen the aggressive-
ness,- ingenuity, determination, and experience of troops, staffs,

and commanders.zs Academic knowledge and traiming alone cannot
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provide 511 the answers to these combat problems. Likewise a
study th retrospect cannot appreciate all.the factors whiech had
to be considered on the ground d;ring an aetlon,

It is hoped that this survey of the Battle of HATTEN-
RITTERSHOFFEN has revealed some of the problems which can econfrent
an armored division in a defensive situation, If it made the .
reader aware of tThese problems and 1f 1t will provoke throught on

how to solve them, this study has been worthwhile.
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RICGRAPHICAL S4ET HEG (F PZRICNALITIED

Maicr General Albert C, Smith

tlber: Ccwrer Cwith was bern In VIRGINIA on 5 June 1H94.
Kis military zervice ccmmenced with aproinimeni as cadet, United
Z avos Military Academy, on 21 June 1913, Initially ccemmissicned
ir, the 3d Cavalry wwc weeks after the URITED STATES entered World
War T, he served wi'h the American Expedilicnary Fcrees In FRANCE
‘rem Zewcber 1317 untll the Armisrice and with ithe Army ¢f Cecuna-
~icn in GERMANY fur nearly 2 year 3!:erward, It is interesting tc
noie thau oricr se narticinaticn in the MEUSE-ARGONNE cfrernsive he
cerved wiih the general staff of YII Cerog in th2 VISGES sechc:.,
Uror return Le the UHLTED 37ATE3 he cerved with btoth the 1Xin and
141k Cavalry in vari»us ncsitlens as well 23 ceveral teurs of duly
33 an instructer ai the Xilltary Academy. ~ graduaus oI the Cavalry
Trocy Zfricer: Ceurce (1927) and the Cemmand 3nd General Sualf
Gereol (1640), he rercrred fcr service with the Tuh Cavalry Frigace
(mechanized) av PIRET KNCX, KENTUCKY in she lalier year, Succe:sively
ampointed cclonel ALe (11 lecember 19U1) and brigadier general AUS
(1¢ Sacvember 1G42), re sssumed command ¢f the ldth trmered Division
a’ CAMP CHEAFFEE, .\RKARSAS cn 10 July 194k, He ccmmarnded this Tivis
sicn antil it was Iractivated in late 16k, Lhortly afier the
HATTEN-RITTERSHCFFEN acticn, General 3mith was aecncinte.l majer
Zeneral ACZ (1Y Marcen 194 ). Teccravions swarded General cmitn fer
saryice 3urinz Werld War I1 irnclude the Distingulsned Service Medal,

.

Silver Z:ar, and 2rcnze oiar Medsal,

MaJer General [arlel H, Hudel:zcn

Daniel H. fAudelscn was bern in MISEOURI cr 27 Anril 13502,
W enlisied in the 170th Inrantry, CALIFORNIA Naiional Tuard cn 3
canuary 1925 oand was initlally commissicned as seccnd lieutenant
ir that creanizatien ¢n 27 JSune 1625, His ctervice with the 14AGth
Infaniry as firsi lizutenant (o Jung 1927) and cantain (28 srril
1931) continued fcr (ifteen years, during which time he graziuaied
frem the Infaniry Naticrnal Guard Zempany Ofi7icer!': Courze (133-).
Ir. 1349 General Hudelsen was acsigned as azslsiant G-3 LCih
Infantry Llvliclon, CALIFORNIA Na lonal Guard., Arrointea major
‘XA Ferruary 194C), he graduaied rrom the Natlenzl Guard Cffic - rs
Ccurse, Cemmarl and General S.af! 3cnccl, On 3 liarch 19%1 he was
Induczed irtc federzl service with the #0vh Division a3: major AUS.
Withir eleven merihs zsoncinted lieutenant ccleonsl 'S (22 [ecemrer
1641}, he jeined ~he luth Armcred Divisien in that grade in fcigqler
1942, BRe was subszquently aszncintad colonel AUS (27 Zugust 14:h)
ard ccmmanded Rezerve Coemmand, l18th Armered Division chrcughous
the ergagement at JWTTEN-RITTEZRSHIFFEN, He was awarded tne fzllcw-
Ing decoraticne f¢r comiat service ir Werld Wer II: Silver Ztar,
Bronze Ziar Medal, and French Creix Jde Guerre with Palm and crier
¢t foums Merrocalins.,

s
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crigadior General Cherles H, Karlicad

Charles H., Karlstad was born in SCUTH DAKCTA on of January
1794 . After greduaticn (rom SGUTH DAKCTIA State College cof rApri-
culiure ard ¥ecnanical frts in 1917 he accented arncintmert 22
certaldn, Infaniry Section, Officers Reserve Cerds and enterel
accive duty cn 15 August 1917. After service as major, National
Army, ccmmencing 5 June 1913, he was apoointed c¢aptair, Infanmiry,
unon vacating the Naticnal Zrmy appointment cn 21 Sentembar 19770,
Cubsequent to this, he graduated {rem the Infaniry Cemnany Clf.cers
Ccarze {13923), the Commard and General Staff Zchocl (1323), anl! the
Army War College (193¢), Aupcinted lleutenant cclernal (13 Aug.st
1240) and colanel 2US (24 December 1941), he commanded Comlat Com-
mand £, l4ch Armcred Division during the neriod of this repcrt.
H2 was chorily afierwards anvoinied brigadier general, AUS (19
Maren 1905), His deceraticng irclude the &ilver Svar, Leglon «f
Merit with bronza cak leaf cluster, and Lronze Star liedal,

Cclonel Francls J, Gillesnie

Frarcis Jemes Gillescie was born in NEW YCRK on 17 January
1898, srocinted cadet, Uniled States Military Academy, 15 June
1614, he was ccrmmissiocned secend lieutenant ¢f Infaniry ¢n 1
Nevember 1918. After service with the Army «f Cecupetion in
GERMZNY, he graduated from the 3ignal School and served brielly
with the 17th Tank Batlalicon. ZSubsequently he served with the 12th
Infantry, 23d Brigade (Philicnine JSecutz), and 3d Field Artillery
Brigade ir various nosltiens. After graduation f(rom the Infaniry
Advanced Course (1934) ard the Infantry Tank Caurse (1975) heo
serverl over fcur years wich the 64ith Infantry (Light Tenk). Cclonzl
Gillesoie pgraduated (rem the Cemmand and General Stafl Sehccl in
1642, Appcinted colonel AUS (15 June 1342), he commended Comcar
Cemmand B, 1%tk Armcred Divicien tnroughoul ils acticn at HATTEN-
RITTERCRCFIEL, Decoraticns awarded him include the Bronze Ciar and
Purrle Huart Merals,

Cclenel Maurice K. Kurtz

Maurice Keyec Kurtz was bern {n ICWh cn 25 April 1897 ani
waz anagirtesn te the Unived 3later Military icademy frcm that suatoe
cr i June 1917. Cemmissicned seccnd lieuterant, unaszlignel, =
w3t assigred Lo the field artillery sixteern merths latcr ard
graduated fr-m \he Fleld Artillery Basic Ccurse In 192¢, Latsr
service Included luty with the Sth, 11th, and 1st Field Artillery
Reglimenils., He grajuated [rom the Ccmmand and General Staf! Schecl
(1627), 5iel3d friillery Advanced Molers Course {19:¢), ard in 1331
recelved the ¥aster of Seience Tegree (Mechanical Englineering) :i'rom
Purdue Uriversivy, After service with the @ih Field Artillery,
Cclonel (inen majcr) Xurtz becam= %5 memter of 1he Yechanizen Cavarly

f
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Board., & graduaie c¢f the Army War Ccllege (1940), he was 2rocinteo
lieutenan®t cclenel ZUS (15 Jeptemter 1941) and colonel 4ul (17 April
1943), He cemmanded the 14th Lrmored Division irtillery ar HATTEN-
RITTEXCHCFFEN, Celenel Kurtz has teen awarded the Silver 3tar,
Legicn ¢t Meriti, and Brenze Star Medal.
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APFENDIX ILI
GERMAN CRDER OF BATTLE®

KLiTTEN-RITTERSHOFFEN, January 1945

?5th Panrer Grecnadier Division
1sv Batizlion, 35ih Panzer Grenailer kegiment
(HATTEN) (9 January)
ist Battalion, 119th Parzer Grenadier Regiment
(HATTEN, la.er RITTERSHGFFEN) (9 January)
21 Ba talicn, 119th Panczer Grenadier Regiment
{AATTEN) (2 January)

2lsl Panzer DJivisien

29 Rartalicn, 125th Panzer Greénadier Regiment
(RITTERGHCFFEN) ¢150 January)

1st Bavtaliun, 1G24 Panzeéer Grenz2dler Regiment
(RITTER.ECFFEN) (1C January)

72Cth Panzer Snpgineer Battalion
(HATTEN) {11 January)

za Fatralion, 1924 Panser Grenadisr Regiment
{RITYERCECFFEN) (13 January)

Ttk Parachute Jivizion
1st Bertalicn, 20th Parachute Regimens
(HAPTEN) (14 January)
3d pattalien, z0th Parachute Regiment
(EATTEN) (14 Jaruzry)
¢4 Battalicn, 20th Parachute Regiment
(HATTEXN) 15 January)

47Ln Velks Grenzaldier Divisicn
10Uth Vclks Grenadier Regiment
(HATTEN 2nd RITTERSHCFFEN) (16 January)
1034 Volks Grenadier ERegiment
(RITTERSHCFPEN) (17 January)

General Suroort
5th Tank Battalior
ved Tank Regiment
21s' Panze)y Reconnaizsance Batielion
120th Panzer Reconnaissarnce DBoctlalien
z5th Antitark Batzalion
155th Panzer Rriillery Regiment
115kst GHG ritillery Bartalicn
11524 GHQ ,rrtlllery Battalion

%

Colonnl vaurice K. Kurtz, "Field Arvillery in the Raitle ¢f HATTEN-
RITTERSHCFFE!N," Headquarters, 14th Armored Division Arcillery, 1%
February 1945, o 1 [,
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APPERDIX IV

STATISTICAL SUMMARY®
1hth Armored Division
15 Jan 1345 - 20 Jan 19t5

CACUALTIES:

Killed dJcunded Missing
10k 394 112

VEHICLES DESTRCYED BY ENEMY ACTICN:

Tanks i . 39
Eali Tracks .. 5
Wheeled Vehicles., . . 30
rrmored Carsz, e 1
105 -mm Hewilzers, . . . . P

57-mm GuUrs. . . . . o« . .

GASOLINE EXPEUDED: 192,300 gallcns

AMMUGNITICN EXPENDED: (by and in sunrert of the ld4th Armcred Divicicn)

Carbine, . , . . . . . . . . 74,670
€21 3C . . . . . . . . . . . "82,607

ERL AR & emoe v » 2 8 mawm o B 00
COY BB v aow v ¢ o5 owow e e B3.537
STemm GUB, o o v o 0§ 4 & oo X325
SP=im B % ¢ v & & 5 @ o 1,200
75-mm Gun. . . . . . . . . . y 23
7€-mm GUN., . . . . + . . . . 3,392
L0-mm Mertar ., ., ., . . . . 977
Bl-mm Nerear ., .o, . . . . - 2,650
Light Artdllery. « « « o o= 25THY
Medium Artildlery , . . . . . 2,77€
Heavy Artvillery, . . . . . . 73C
ROCKEEE, v v v o 5 u w e 1008
Greénades o wow v & a5 on oW 3,542
Anii-Tenk Mines, ., , ., . . . 7,5C0
COMES: 4 i e E e GG B G PG

a
L. Colecnel J. C. Lambert, "Armcrej Rescne," The Armcred Cevalry
Juurnal, Vel LVIII, Ne, 1 (Jan 1949), p &k,




LPPENDIX V

MEDIUM TANKS OPERATIONALLY FIT EACH DAY®

CCMBAT CCMMANDS 14TH ARMORED DIVISION

12-18 JANUARY 1945
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