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hc plot, ' hs ‘was: st 2ted, this *s ho book«

1\0 plot :I.s necded urd no’ heroes are hcre.

Civilluns “t herrt but soldiers ut present, they that




To those brave men whe mcde the supremc sacrifice
o that peace and the demoeratic, imerican way of living

cuuld sxist oncs Fiorc in the world, ve dedicate this history.

Thase mon may have left us in body but they will remain forever

in our minds a d hoorts,

I iTiORY OF
Sgt.  Charles Snﬁll
"Tee 5 lalvin Butler
Tee o Fastwond Polanowski
Sgt. For.st Gable
Cpl. Knott Renlin
Toe 4 Johin hatford
&St williem Spollmen

I fe. hichard iinlloy
< /&Q (- DA‘J n—(&.{;(){ fﬁ—'\ﬁ&.é“-l.,



THE HISTOPY OF COWPANY A ABTH TANK BN )
Cpl H. Stone % Pfc L. Crews

On Novemter 1 1944, at 2 ~ier in Marseilles, a shir the
Santa Rosn, unloaded = enrgo. These men new to the ETO then
butvsoon to become pa}t vf a fomous fighting unit. were members
of Coﬁpnny £ of the 48th T~nk Battalion. and as they walked thro-
ugh the borbed out stve: ts and docks of this once’grent harbor 7
‘they g.ped “1hout, awed at the newness »f 1t =1l. The mere sight

of the twistrd rails and d-maged buildings was exciting at the

timc. “ondering what it was like when the £ rst tro ps came
through 2 towm of this sise. »r any town for th-t metter 'In

" “faet, just windering ntout the war in general
Me were marched sans bedrolls. but with patks, gas masks,

- 2mmo bugs und weapens up to the assembly area for the battalion.

Tt was only -bout 8 miles to this :rea but to us it secmed like
- 80 and 21l uphill. The ter-ain arsund Marseilles is very strange,
4f you aren't used to it It s¢ ms that the hills are perched
on top of e'ch other. 1In this w2y, y-u'arrive at the crest af
one long hill nd just -5 you brau-th = sigh of relief ot the

thought of marching dowrhill f)r 1 wiys, find yourself staring
up- the side of' mother onc.

On the ay up to this arna we beczme acquﬂintfd with the
chant- of the French children, "cignrctte pour Papa". and "bonbon®.
0f coursﬁ ~s time drew on -nd we had received a few passes to ‘
M:rscilles nnd Aix we becrme fomi'iar with n few other phrases
in Frr-nch, but they aren't import-rt ~t this time.

Lt the nas€embly area itself we were urranged in company
lines of tents 2nd began our long stretch of field life After
q fev days the tanks and other equipment begon to arrive Fach
picce was buried in the usunl cont of cosmoline and paper. e,
#erc e cited over our new tanks, with their cupalo hatches and
T6mm guns  Quite a chﬁngn frym the old radials we hnd bern ac-

“customed to during wr training in the states. Fveryone thourough- -
‘ 1& aprrgvec of them and was certain that we would be ~ble to knock
the daylizhts out of anvone th- t crossed our path, which we didl
Then one day =e werce told to pack up ‘and prepare to move
inland someplice for a finnl staging area. Ve londed ourselves
“into 40 % 8 bax enrs nnd were rcdy to shove »ff for parts unknown.

"Wow, the 47 " 8 is 2 very distinguishec piece of French material,
“and to fully -prreriate it one must spend a few soot-filled,'smok—
ey diys in it. It is indescrib-ble.
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% b e geg fayty and  silghv: oo I soid, Ao quite indescrilepie.

o

It's c¢lenlin.ss 'might be ¢omptred to 2 beautiful wintcr’s morn-

Jing in downtown Pittzburg, I1t's as plucid and serene 18 1 sum-
mer wftorrs n - in a steel mill.  Yow the French Army cver crommed

forty men into gne 7 tiesce bLoxenrs shall remain o mystery along

f7~xith.the Tiadbterg kidnappir.. 7o, with sur sixteen men per car,

wcre not .rly cloase. we pere packed to the point Jt intimaey.
Al>ng the way we passcd thv»ough many b mbed-out cities and
towns. We ho@ 1 cross scction view of scutkern France.

“ Theo tanks were nt the hend of the train on their flotears,
vLa persyrrel rehind.,  Along thoe way, when the grade wns a little
toq steep, tre railrond men dropred cars. If wns ndy surprising
it il tn wnke in the morning ~nd find half of your tanks missing.

- Finzlly, after what se-med 1ike werks of tr-vel, we arrived
1t our destinntin in Bpinnl, Fancn, ~nd then were convoyed to

COFeems, o few kil-meters from E innl.  The weather was poor at

tiiz tiane.as it was raining almost constantly. The nights were
cool alrendy =nd two nights of the seven we spent here it snowed
~nd tyrned uncomfortably eold.

We‘gut :ur 12st minputs instructiosns at Charms and were iunformed
that our division was in the Seventh Army, undsy ‘General Patch.
e also recoived our radio proccodure instructions ~nd then speut

A frw doys in keeping the nir hot with transmissions. "Hello

three dog", "How-do vou resd me?". "T he~r you five by five", and
so forth, wntil e besane cxperts ot the rodio game.

lhe'dﬁy ¢me when we wore to be scnt on our first eombat
missim. Jf{ ecame the gun covers nd on crume the rain. This scem-

“ed to est~blish 1 precedent with our compmny.'for as well as we
© enn rementar, we have 2lways stort 4 on o long march or a mission

on a Sumany ~nd generally durins 1 roiastorm. "C'est lu guerre!"”
~a storted out e~rly in the aftor?odn nnd hefore long had 2 few
vchicles togred down.  §e knew that we wrre getting nearer the
froat bezuse we werc rifding in the di ection of the artillery
floshkes we h-d seen night after night. We also had a slightr

- 3dea cf what 1t was going to br like up there heecause our CO,

¢ rtain Ory, and his peep driver, Pfe Craig, had taken a trip to
thre front lines to get the "big picture" for us. They had had
thy firat zlosc én1l of the compony when a round of HE landed near
the peer. This'wus'nlso the first time anyone hod evir made 2o
3o2p do fin "~bout fuace" in mid-nir.
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S0 puy fiwst ascigmpent. was the ole-ving out of the Vosges

L omtreing s potnuully this wros not very hard as far as enemy action et

was concerned but it was hard on the tankers because of the wet,

“.cold and miserable weather. For over 7 days and nighfs, without_'

.a,break e moved through the narrow mountain roads. Our clothing
wasiwet ‘hrough to. the skin and we suffercd severcly from the cdold.
At this -time you.could have purchaged any tank in the company for
a theap cigar and 2 pair of dry socks. .
© We ran up‘on yonc block after road block all of the way through
‘the mountains, few of them defended, or oVen mined, but they were
rcad blicks nnd each one had to be cleared before the column could
pove on. The second day of our mission was the first time we had
uvg”'been fired . at. Ve were shelled by enemy artillery, with no
gasualties. ~
The woods were very thick and lined both sides of the ;onﬁs.
They wcre excellent spots for snipers to hide nnd pick off our
tank commanders ‘0s we passcd, S0 Wwe nad to be very cautious dur -
ing stops when we dismovnted. 59 ) ,
rn the morning of the 3rd day we had stypped and sent out
security to protcet the flanks of the column. In the. 3rd platoon
aren Cpl Tanham, -nd Cpl Stone, then Pvis, were the flank guards.
wye were wet and cold and it scomed Iike a silly thing to do
At the time," BuySs Homer 7. now, "but nevertheless we did our
best at outpnsting the column. "
npfter appbroximately ~n hour rasced we saw 2 couple of men
in German uniforms moving around 200 yards to our direct Tront.
nye hit the ground benind = tree, and began firing our *hlow-backs'".
. wone of us fired from one side of the tree and one from the
other, our bodies cross: d behind the treée. Stoné's empty cart-
ridges were bouncing off my helmet like rain. At.first I thought
1 had been hit,” )
wrg were so scared that we couldn't lay still, just shook
until the whole world secmcd to shake with us." 4
After our first clip had bern fired, the rest of the plato>n
‘aame down, wve formed in 2 line and moved down toward the two men."
Larryy ¥iller threw hand grenades ﬁfishort intervals, at:one
time ~lmost hitting T/5 Smith with one.
4o finally closnd in on them, killed one and captured one.
’ gur first reul, live prisoner. )
‘ One of the tanks, Sgt Newness's was bazocka'd during the
first week, killing an infantry man who was seeking shelter from
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’ . B (I A (IR Y Che coew wag SCerionsly injurea,

Thils we were in the montains we passed through quite a few
towns and hamlets but the largest was the eity orf Schirmeck, This
city wns literally flatteneg by bomhing ang ﬁrtillery. Ve were
very curious inderd as we rumiged thrsugh an old Nazi hendquarters
bwi]ding. It was here th~t the firzct platoon foung a counle toxas -
of P-28'5 s5ti1] in cosmoline, '

Our first reql battle in o eity took place in the town of
Valeff,! France, The company in oolumnzformwfion, with the third
platon in the lend nng the fir-~t following, was to attack ang
take the town. Recon rlements Were out in front until they drew
fire, aftey #hich the column by-passed them and continued on its
Y to town. At the edgr of o we hag our first stroke of bad
luck. Th 1aﬁding tank, Set Charles Small commanding, wag fired
upon>by 1 "parzerfagstn f+om Soremhare of f on our right flank.
S€t Small was kiTleq “fter he roturned to the crippled tank for
Some renson or other, Yhether it w2s to check Up on his crey or
to see if the tro men in front were all fight, we shall never know
for he ws killed‘instqntly Py 1 round of AP. His driver was alsn
- killeq by the "PInzerfaustr thet Struck first.. mec 5 Egygggd
Pplnnpwski, Buffalo,»Nevaork. Wis driving for him, The other
mémberslof the‘crrw,;ﬂpl Walter Souder, ILos Angeles, gunner;
Pfc hobert Holt. california, radlo.tencer; . pvt William.stil;wagon,
Mount Vcrnon, Ohio,_hnw gunner, Wera. injured, all Beriously byt
were evacuated to safety. - a2 : . 5 Sy vei -

i Thig t;nk_formed a natural roud, block and .a bull dozer was,

cnllnd,upon_tofclenr_it. ‘Here agnjn we were hit hry bag luck, the
third,p;ntoon.thﬁt‘is, beeaus: they werec in the lend at. the time,
The radio on No 15 wns out ¢ comrission entirely and the guns
an No il.jﬂmﬁea UP- This lert,theAplato»n in serious shape so
itAWns'bympWSSFd_hy the first, Sgt¥McCauley,Jlending, followed
by the res#‘pf‘ﬁherplatq1n. » o _ _ S

. 'Call for ihfantry to ride on the backs of yourltanks"; wag
'therofdef"hé recelived sn Liis }udio, ,Althéﬁgb the coiumn was, f
under spﬁémjtin wrtiliefy Tire at the time, Sgt'MéCﬁuiey_diSQ
‘ boghtéd_und Fluced his attncheg infantry where hé thought it
w5ﬁld’do“tho most gooa. Thr‘#douéhST wére to ride an‘the‘xgar;m
" decks of n11 yt theflefding_‘tﬁnk_.f P o
. "Yova oL, "Move dutﬂ,thé fadio blurted, so he did,  The o
tank took off through town with 1l guns hlqéing, blzsting.every—
thing that came neap its path, They knocked out 2 hazookaeteamr——
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;In whn a.@to: 2@ $hae %tswn. At the far edge of Valeff, as they L
2 . b
:nGJrnd the fields that surrounded town, Sgt McCauley spotted a ;

'his tank and took:the road block under fire.

erete cross nt the side of the rond.,

‘pill on his left side. A short burst of .30 cal. made the head . - B

" turned out that there were 4 Germans trying to escape to the rear

"dntch w2s, shallow and .they were forced to.stick their heads up ST
'above the ground 1uve1. Hence, 4 heads and 4 dead. Jerrles._ o

ithe SllVFr otur. R T » . . e |
R

‘ was ngain cnlled, 1‘pon t6 move. 1nto 2 town, This time 1t was the

cin the lead of the column moVing into the center of town, with'

.40 1t. Their recon consisted of 2 peep, and an armored q;r.iy —

it chortly after they cnter¢d town. P n

: 1nti—t“nk gun and its crew.“€ - o 4

.order. .

o

TP

2d block thnt was defended by a numi¢r of Germans. He halted
The G¢rmans disper—

sed, the majority of them hending for shelter near a huge con~"

——rr

‘He .ndjusted his gunner, Cpl Hammon, on the target and gave
the'commqnd, "Firel"
-~ wppat's » cross'", shouted his gunner.
"Its' o plece of stone’with krauts around it, Fire."
The big gun spoke and the krauts were taken care of in short
At lenst, most »f them we'e. As they moved along the road
1leding out f town, the Sgt spotted a German looking ever a small

disaprear tut shortly it came back again, ;
"Fell, I'11l bel®™ Again he had his gunner fire at the spot _ {

and again the head disap-enred, A third and fourth time was to A
much for his patience so he halted the tank to 1nvestigate. It )

A Moty

by crawlirg down a ditch. As they passed this one spot, the

—

For his heroic action in. valeff, Sgt McCauley was awarded .

Tha dqy after this t1wn WS tqken and clenred our, company

city of Barr, Frunce._ The second plﬂto‘n, under . Lt Sulik was

S S

Sgt qule é tank in- the point position, i
The pl :toon knew thwt their mission was to take the town, or

at leﬂst, this one section of it, but they didn't know what was .

These Were fired on by o blZOUkﬁ and self—propelled &una Just.

) Sgt Gnble moved hig tank into t)wn, flred into a suspicinus
loaking huilding and lqter dlscoverrd thet it. had contnined .an,.

They . mov:d into the L nter of Barr, mhere there was a large
§qu1rr and 2 hospital At this roint. thcy were fired on by BT s T
T}ey iwﬂediately bernn to fire-in the direction of .the gun ;

guns,

o
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;_ihiﬁh;wna 12 this hespital. Tuia sanme gun had just knccked ont

the battslion commander's tank ahout 170 yards in front of Sgt

t’Gable, g

_- Hisiradio %ender, Pvt Hennessey, saw o German soldier with

;:aiﬁaanoka'coming'down the road toward them. He shot,and killed

: Him‘with'an N=3 sutmachine gun. This was the beginning of.a

 story that spelled heroism in the'eyes of everyone who witnessed
it. The story can best be told Ly the words of the citation
:presented, posthumously, to Sgt Gable. _ R

"Distinguished Service Cross awarded pasthumously to SgtA

Forest Gahle for extraordinary heroism on 28 November 1944 while

. advancing into the town of Barr, France through intense enemy
artillery’and mortar fire Sgt Gnble's tank w=it hit twice by enemy
" bazooka fire which disabled the tank and injured three members '
“of the crew. Sgt Gahle immediately directed artillery fire a-

- geinst the hostile Prsitisn, thereby enabling the wounded men to

.escape. ‘When his 75mm ammunition was evpended he crawled to the
rear of the tank and, despite intense automatic weapons fire, he

continued to fire his 50 cal. machine gun. Disdaining retreat,

he held his position until killed by enemy fire. By his extra=-
vrdinary heroism and unselfish sucrifice, Sgt Gable enabled his
three wounded comrades to escape and effected the sudcessful with-
drawal of the remainder of his'platoon."

Sgt Gavle's gunner, Cpl Knott Rankin of Roeckland Maine, was
also killed, as he remained in the tank firing the 75mm cannon
until the ‘ammunitio-n had been used up. He was awarded the 'Silver
Star, pos;humously.’

At the time that this was taking place in the center of town,
the first plato3n, under the command of Lt Woodard was moving into

i

i

toan via another route. They were follbwing another company of
tanks from this battalion. The iﬁﬁgrmation was passed down that

all tanks should turn around and go back out of town. "The lead-
ing company turned around sdnd by~-passed our platoon, going back",
said Lt Costa, then S/Sgt, "and next we turned around in the nar-
row streets." ‘ )

.58t Newness was in the lead on the retrograde movement and
mannged to Yerr up with the ‘other ret-eating company, but the re—
mairning tanks taok a wrong iurn 2nd went back into another part
of town. After going along for a way they realized their mistake
and again turned around. By the time they reached the center »f
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.r@$'{ﬁf square, things had quieteﬁ down o bit. They met part’
‘of the 10%*rd Infantry Divisjon here and decided it would be best
to stay with them, rather than chance it back alone. It was get-
ting to te late in the day now and to travel through this town
at night would be disasterous enough, much less, %o travel alone
and not know where you were going.

The new combination of infantry and tanks made a good team

because of the anti-tank guns and tanks in this area. The infan-
try could take care of the AT guns but were helpless against enemy

armor.

u:;irr . j'h‘ m g ]

One company of the 103rd was to move down through a side street.

of the city. Major England, our Bn S-3, Major‘Casper,_CO of G Co,
the att"éking infantry company - and S/Sgt Costa went out
on a four man mission with the infantry to recommoiter the ter-
ritory and check for the possible uses of our tanks here.

A German civilian ran ncross the road in front sf.them. The
infantry shouted "halt";‘but the man kept on goring seo they opened
figg on him, The-return for this was cross-fire from two enemy
machine guns situated at the end of this particular street. The

The fire wired out almost evety man in the infantry company and
pinned the four man ‘recon party down,

After this very narrow esenpe the platoon of tanks decided
that' they should cease operations and spend the night in the town
in a defensive positions They located the city square and set up
out posts on it. _

A11 night long the c¢ompany command tank tried t¢ reach this
platoon by radio.. Win Powers, radic tender in Captain Ory's tank,
called again and again to the men in the four stranded tanks.

" "Hello 1 charley, overl!" )

"Hells 1 dog, over!" : g

"Hells :ray:one, hello xray one, if you can hear this move
your platoon to the edge of townl!"

They didn‘*t hear him, and even if they would have heard him
©  they couldn’t have moved to the edge of town, for they didn't
Y know what was between them and that point. We felt sure, by
this time thnt we had lost four tanks and the men in them, We

- could visunlive these tanks somewhere in town, their charred hulks

st111 smouldering, their ammo going off from the intense heat
tkat 1is crezted by a tank burning. In our frenzied minds we
could even see members of the crews come crawling out of town,

-
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The third plqtown patrolled the roads leudlng to the town, -
Back and forth along these roads, their long guns swinging from
side 'to side, watching, waiting for some Kraut to show his face.
They kept it uwp-till lang oftor dark and then line the tanks up
- where they had command of a large section of the country side.
The next morning the platoon was located and given instruotions
~as to the route to f£>llow to rejoin- the company. We met, the 1st
platoon and the company, in the center of the town and each felt
llke jumping from his tanks and kissing the other.

N AR Ll e

i 8T

ye moved out again and went in search of more Germans. A few
killometers from Barr we were exposed to an artillery ®arrage. '
S/Sgt Davis, now the company's First Sgt, was hit in the hand just
ns he was crawling back into his tank. He had dismounted to get
information about the roads nhend. r.
The town wns finally left behind us but it will never -be for-
gotten by the men of "A" Company. It will live in our memories
"as a great battle on the road to complete victory. ) N .
From this point we moved to our first rest period at Melsheim,
Fr-.ce. Ve spent T days in this city performing maintenance and .
placing sand bags on the front vf the tank to ward off bazooka
attacks. We were again rendy for some more action and coinquest.
_ ' We' left Melsheim rested and with renewed confidence in our—
selves, our tanks and our leaders and moved northeast into the
city of Hagenau. This is 2 very large city situated on the edge G
of the great Hagenau Poreat. e moved through this city_anﬁ'then'.”“
through the forest. ‘ ‘
From here on-until e came to the towm of Salmbach, France
‘we met very light resistance. Road blocks and gaiper fire, with
‘ occasional arti’lery. Just before we made the town of Salmbach
" we joined the 19th AIB and stayed with them for quite awhile.
The intiecnse értillery and mortar fire around Salmbach and
in the town itself made operations very hard. The German artillery
was zeroed in on every pnssible spot in the entire city. No matter - - }
where we moved we were bombarded by heavy artillery. We later dis-
covered that the German OP was in éhe steeple of the church in
town,. It is no wonder that we were exposed so in this barrage.
From this vnntage p01nt, they could adjust ln on any tank or group
of doughs they saw. This was the last place ‘we expected the
.Germns to have a forward ohserver, for from our positlon outside
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of town, we had seen their own artillery knocking big chunls or '
red stonc off of this very same steeple. We finished cleaning
out the town after dark and then secured it and went about re-
fueling ond restowing our, nmmunutlon.

The next morning we moved on and were told that before nightux

"f~11 we would be in Germany. OJur mission w2s ‘to take all the ter-
- ritory between Snlmbach and the Lauter River and then establish

a bridgnhead on this river. At this spot the river is the bound-
arry between France and Gormany. On the way to the river we met
road block after road block. They were not defended or mined so
aftor a few of them, we threw caution to the winds and began
smasi:ing them at full speed with our mediuvm tanks.

At this time the second platoon was in the lead, It contained
elemonts of the second and third platoons., Sgt Spellman of
Chicago, Iilinois, wns the point tank and his superb maneuvering
and rohad block smashing undoubtedly saved many lives and very
much time. His tank with its hnlf squad of infantry on the back

*deck drove fearlessly on to the banks of the Lauter River.

In fact the tanks moved so fast over the bumpy roads that
three of the infantry men on the rear deck of tuank Ha 15. bounced
off and had to complete the journey with another vehicle,. They
caught up to Sgt Hascltine at the Lauter River, a little shaken

but none the worse for wenr. There dnly darkness kept the plat-
oon from completing the missisn thut night.

The next day the tanks placrd direct fire on all buildlngs
and. possible enemy installations across the river., The men of
the 19th "C" Co. moved swiftly and surcly aocross the river after
it wns shelled and thercby completed the operation. Total losses

on the bridgehead were 2 men wounded by sniper fire,

We remained here as outpost for 2 or 3 days and then mor ed
on to Wisscmburg, Germany for our next oreration, We were to re-

lieve "C" Co of the 25th Tank Bn at Kapsweyer, a small town in
Germany that is located next to the drangon teeth of the Siegfried

‘Line, It 1s about 5 km east of Wissemburg.

£t FPapsweyer we set upr the company in line formation and

“pluoced five on the dragon teeth and pillboxes of bhe fortification

in front 01'15.
Fe did not.remain here long nor did we advance any farther

into Germany for 1t was at this time that the Tth Army made a
strategic withdrawl to straighten out the lines. We withdrew '
and were sent to Preusdarf, France for a brief rest. It was

Q



;mh\\ﬂa_gaztigg“very cald hy this time and we knew the situation in France
o8 far as stoves and fuel went, so before we left We londed each
tank with' a small stove and a few baskets of wood or.coal. The
civilians hnd all left town anywny so they wouldn't have any use
for the stoves that we "borrowed”. We spent the Christmas holi-
dnys here at this towh, which greatly pleased every membet of the
company; we were afrhid that we would be on the line wher Christ-
mas camg around. ] '

A few days before New Years we moved by convoy to Gungwiller,
IFrance for security reasons. The weather was bheginning to get
very cold by this tiwe and as the winter drew on riding in the
tanks becnme harder and harder on the men. We left Gungwiller
on the morning of January lst supnosedly to "dry run" a tactical
movement but as it turned out, it was no dry run, For at this
time the' Gurmans threw in a counter attack "in the North" and we
were called upon to secure 2 hill near the lines. OQOur one night
here wns srent with the'thermometer hovering near minus 12 degrees
F. This wns about the coldest night that we s ent in the tanks.

From here we movedto Impsheim and then to Leiterswiller. At
Leiterswiller, the second platosn, commanded by Lt Sulik, in the
lead, was moving'towards the edpe of town to outpost. Lt Sulik's
tank struck a string of mines, blowing off his right track and
doing considernble damnge to the rest of the vehicle, He was in-
Jjured slightly and evacuated immedintely. His gunner, Cpl Souder
was also shnken upfby the blast, and agnin returned to the hos-
pital., Particles from the explosion were driven into the tanks
behind and caused slight injury to tank drivers T/5 Nosal and
T/4 Hutt. ‘

Ye reassrmbled our slowly diminishing ¢ mpany and moved on
to the town of'Kuhlendqrf. At this town we received a very warm
reception, Two of the new jet propelled German planes flew
around our lecation and the field artillery installations on
either edre of Kuhlendorf. This was the first time we had ever
scen the "Jets" and they had us quite worried for awhile. They
failed in treir attnﬁpt to. pet close enough to our installations,
beenuse each time they eame near the air filled rapidly with

50 ¢al. slugs, -
On the Tth of January 1945 we were assigned to a "tank force"
consistin: cf our battalion, a battalion of infantry and a battal-

ion of field artillery. Our job was to hold the main line of
resistance along the site of the Maginot Line. ™e were held in
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reserve at the town »f Kuhlendorf, Our CP was at this town during
our entire stay at Rittershofen. ™e spent many exciting moments
at this town. ‘

One 6f the Tirst days‘thqt we were here a dud from a German
artillery ﬁiecn Janded near our mess truck, It skidded down the
road betweert 2 group of men who were standing there talking,

Then it rlquocheted harmlessly »ut ‘nto the open spaces. It was
quite 2 scare though, ask Fay Hamilton or Sam Katz or our former

mess Sgt Carter, when you get back to the states and see him,
Sgt Curter has been shinred back there just reccntly with a bad
foot injury.

A few times the Heinie's artillery wasn't quite so funny
though. They got mighty close to us and certainly could have
done more than just scare us.

Once during our stop at Kuhlendorf the Germans came orer in
a small plane and dropped =2 bomt. It injured S/Sgt Fogelman,
ist Sgt Ferlnznd and Sgt Hop ‘ins. Sgt Hopkins will show you his
scar to prove 1t too! . :

While the rear CP was at Kuhlendorf, our forward CP and RP
(rest point) was at an aband ned rill-box between this town and
Rittershofen, At night after 2 long battle-day in the city
almost all of the company was pulled back to this shelter for a
few hours rcest and some hot chow. This wns about the most crowd-
ed that we have ever becn. 7Te hnd our company plus a mortar
pPlatoon in a ro'm that was large enough for a mortar platoon,

We* almost lost the chanece of getting hot chow one morning
whien Sgt Zingsheim's tank bocked over the mess peep. It was. dark
and they couldn't se¢ it. conseéquently it was transformed into an
all-mctal pancake.

"Didn't cven raise the tracks off the ground", says Ed, when
he.speaks of his "peep-destroyer" dwys :

The infantry had thecir mortars set up just outside of the
main entrance and we had a few arguments about who was drawing
all of that incoming artillery. Thoever it was, the tanks or
the mortars, certainly drew plenty. Sgt Cornell and Pfe Derren
were in jured at this time by a couple of close rounds.

On the 9th we were cdlled to ‘action around Hatten;'Franue.
+ Je were to re-establlsh the main line after jan enemy attack had
. penetrated approximately 1000 yi{ds through one battalion of the




42nd "Rainbow" division. The enemy had attacked in Battalldén

¢s.un th 4 p urted by 16 tanks nnd some sclf-propelled guns. We.

"were to not only hold up their attack but push them back to the MLR. .
Tre third platoon, under Lt Kidd, moved to the left edge of t: ¢,

town and Hook up defensive positions there. We were subgect to

" both indirect and direct fire from some large callbre weapons.

It was here that we first heard projectiles that howled like

"train whistles and moved so fastrthat.they actually shook the

tanks. The men inside, of course, shook under their own pOWFrY.

Lt ¥idd destroyed one anti-tank gun in a clump of bushes off to -

his right flank. He was fired at once and missed. He adjusted
his gunner, Cpl Bobby Schulsz, (incidentally firing his first
'round in co)mbat as a gunner) and the Germans fired again, ' This
time getting closer but still not hitting the vehicle. He gave
the command to fire ond the first round fell short. Again the
Jerry gun helched flame and this time the round went directly
under his tank, 'With ccol-headed accuracy he corrected his gun=-
ner ang again fired. This time a puff of black smoke marked the
" end of his opponent, A few more rounds in the same viﬁal spot
and-the gun was finishrd, while he went on to lo>k for more tar-
- gets. | ' '
 The rest of the platonn at this time was firing at German

1nf4ntry and snipers in that locality. The main body of attacking
troops went around to the right side of town where the first pla-
toon leader, Lt Woodard, had set up his\platpon,' His actions

can best be deseribed in his own words. .

"Je took up pOSltlonS Just in front of the town and . waited
for the attack we knew was coming. We didn't have to wait long.
Six German toanks began moving along the railroad tracks to our
left, They didn't seeus sitting thereon their right se we let
them get within 600 yards before we let go.™

" “A Mark IV was leading the advance. One of our tanks opened
fire and before the Krauts knew what was coﬁing off, had poured four
four rounds into the hull, The battered tank went up in flames.

A Meamwhile, yur other tanks opened up and whithin 4 or 5 min-
utes, we got all 6 of them.

They were so damned s.iyprised, they didn't fire a shot back

at us., ) ' .
"About an hour later we caught ansther tank. This guy must

: hqve fcrgotten his basic training, f£>r he came out of the woods
=12 ~
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and tried to make 5 run for his own lines.
' ."He burned up to>."
"Tt was getting dark and though tanks 'aren't good night
fighters, we planted our jobs along the Hun Supply line and set-
tled down for the night. _

"Finally we noticrd a German personnel carrier loaded with
Krauts rolling aiong the rond. One round of HE and the carrier
blew up-and all the Krduts with it.

"Then a medium tonk started to sneak into town on our left.
We got him., Another tank had managed to get into town, but he
. made the mist-ke of poking his nose out, and two of our tanks

'stdrted him burning.
"re picked off a command car n the road a little later and

..

finally finished off the party with a blaze of fireworks—-we nail-

ed a2 slef-propelled and he must have been loaded with a mo for he
blew to bits with a terrific blast." , ' '

For this action at Hatten thc platoon was awarded the Pres~-
‘idential Citation. The orders read as follows:

General Orders No. 21 )
1 February 1945 5L

1st Plato'n, Co A, 48th Tk. Bn., is cited for outstanding '
performance of duty in cction on 9 Jan. 1945 near Hotten, France.
" Assigned to the mission of repulsing an enemy a;tack, the 1st
platoon,..., consisting of four operating medium tanks, moved
rapidly and decisively to the supmort of friendly infantry part--
ially qverrun by enemy armor. Displaying great skill and super-
ior marksmanshi ', the platoon engaged 16 Mark IV tanks 1in a
deadly fire fight 'and without lossof mén or equipment, destroyed
6 enemy tanks and forced the remainder to flee, Later in the
day the 1st platoon destrozed four disabled enemy tanks which
the Germans were attempting to evacuate. The fearless, daring,
and intrepid nctions displayed by the members of the 1st piatoon,
Co. 4L, 48Tk. Bn., exemplify the high traditions of the armed forw
-ces of the United tﬂtes.

= 15 =

e A e e o



g o
- Agnin nn the next duy we were e~lled upon to repulse a fierce ;

“counter-attuck that had overrun the infantry positions.. The weathex’

on both of these days h:d been dark and misty and tank ocperation wa

extremely difficult. Visibality wns very poor. but our akilled'

~erews, =nd tank commanders, plus an undying snirit enabled us’ to.

©~repel the attack, ) '1 ‘
The next day, Jan 11, we assumed the offensive and launched

i an attack on the town' of Rittershoffen., a few km. southwest of

© Hatten. We were working with the 68 AIB during the first stages

of this tattle. The attack was launched at 1530 and by 1630 we

. had the German forces pushed back into town and were able to 'est-

- ablish '3 foothold in the town for the first time. ™ith this

. accomplished the infantry could move 4n and fight under .more suit-

able clese~-in c¢onditions, : ‘ - ' :;5_34

.. Ench day 2fter that we would jump off at fawn‘and follow the

}infantry through town. ™hen they ran up qgainst automatic weapons

we were called in to knock out the- guns, Ve were 81so used to

" knock”down. obstacles with cur tank cannons, ' :

g
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: On the 13th the erncmy launched o night attack on our positicns
: in torn. It was customary for the company to move back out of
. -town at night and set up 2t an abandmed villbox, leaving a hold—‘
“:ing force of 2 or 3 tanks in town. This particular night we had
Sgt Belnnger on the west cdzc, near an orchard ‘and Sgt 5pe11mgn
“wln the heuart of our territory. ' : i
' At about 2115 the tanks of the enemy began moving toward Tl
';Sgt Bclangcr‘s position. 'Due to his position he could neither - .“;'ﬁ
go baokward nor forward, he was literally trapped here. He had 0
.8 building at his rea and the enemy in front of him. He decided
"/ that thé best thing to do would be to slt and wait until the ap~
‘Proaching tanks were at a point-blank range, When the leading e
~tank was as close as 100 yards he spened fire. Witnesses to this ;
33y that his 75mm gun s~undcd like a machine gun, a tribute to
5Pfc Jerry Lambert's rapid loading. Before long he had succeeded
-in knocking. out 2 Mark V's and a Mark VI. Lo
_ At this same time, Sgt spellman at the other 1ocation, knocked
-H!out a Mark V Flame Thrower that had been moving around town. har-
5 rassing the infantry. Sgt Spellman was killed a few dnys- later i
Ry 2-morter suell that hit him as he was outside of his vehicle. -
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Oon'th: nicht of Jon 16 we were again called in to launch an

) attack on the city and, drive thP enemy out of their superior posil- :
" tions on some higher ground north of the c1ty. This established

substantial gains for the’ attocking infantry.

The next day, the order cnme down for the entire company to
attack the town from the west, going across some high open ground
and down into town via a narrow pnth through a friendly mine field.

Th entry to town would be made through an orchard and then pqst
a row of partinlly ¢amaged buildings. It was later decided that
rxthcr ihan sending the ecntire company through this roﬁte, a force
of three tanks end a company of infantry would be used. The three

tanks were, Sgt Belanger, leadling, Sgt Mo Elhaney, and a flame
thrower from the 25th Tank Bn. They advanced along the planned
route nnd Sgt Belanger got in as far as the orchard. Here he was
hit Ly a round of APC from un anti-tonk gun in town. His tank
jmmedintely burst into flames and the crew was forced to abandon.
The intense artillery and small arms fire made thelr escape ex-

" tremely hazardous. The crow was forced to remain behind bunkers,

about 25 to 50 yards from enemy positions, until dark, when they
could mnke their way tneck to the pill-box and the company. The

bow-gunner, Pfc Richuird Malloy, was killed before he could leave f,
' the bu1n1ng vehicle, He wns posthumously awarded the Bronze Star.

The rest of the crew m~de their way back to safety and were awarded
the Bronze Star. The crew was, Set Delﬂnger, ¢cHoHmmanding; Cpl

. Bolqtth, gunnpr; Tpc 5 Pryor, drlver' and Pfc Lambert, radio

v

tender;
The other two tanks were forced to hold thelr positions untll

- dark and were subgcotcd to brzookn and very'intense artillery and

mortar fire.

Cu Our maintlinqnce sect on showad that it too could do a good
job under fire, when the tank belonging to Sgt E Zingsheim was
knocked out by, mines. He was moving into town from the plll-box

and had just about gotten to the cdge of it Mhen his tank struck

A mina It. domaged the trﬁcks and he was only able to baok up
about 100 yfrds. This tok him »ut of line of any direct fire

'?ut be was still within range of the nrtillery and mortar fire,

The meintainance section came swiftly to his rescue with their
recovery vehicle at this ‘time. They were later awarded the
fronze Stor far bravery while moving tanks across a river under

fire. GSgt Arp. the radlo sergeant was also awarded the Bronze Star

- 15 -
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' for his very meritorious actions during this battle. Whénever the'. . .
tanks had any trouble at all with their radios, "Walt" would be

there regardless of the conditions at that time. _ & pr'd
 On the day of Jan 12th, the tank commanded by Pfc Louis Crews . .}
of Titusville, New Jerséy, was responsible for the German Army's
10ss of two tanks. He was acting as tank commander in place of | . .H
S/set Davis, who 'had bren injured ty artillery previous to this ;
battle, FPfc Crews was working near the end € one street in the
_town when he saw a pair of German tanks moving around in front of
him{ e fired, but missed znd the Krauts took cover behind a large
barn, He decided that the only way to get at them was to remove
the obstaele so he had his gunner, Cpl Jorge Grijalva, Los Angeles,

< fire at the barn until he could see the two tanks on,the other '
+of it. They did this and sucreeded in knocking out both of the

vehicles. He wa2s awarded the Eronze Star for this action,

Other members of the company to receive the Bronze Stdr for .
theilr actions up to thls time were Sgt Zingsheim, Sgt MeCauley,
Cpl Zolo, and Cpl Hammon.

This battle lasted for 12 days and on Jan 19 _the order came
from higher hcwdqunrters for all forCes to abandon the area and move’
back across the Moder Rlver, a distance of about 15 miles. "A"
Company covered the withdrawl of the entire l4th AD, an infantry
battalion, and a tank destroyer battalion. . Although the roads
were hazardously icy the withdrawl was made in perfect order. .

We had accounted for 19 tanks and AT guns and other vehicles 4 i
and only suffered the total loss of bne tank. ( ' , j

~After the long btottle at Rittershoffen and Hatten we were all,
pretty well shot up and nervous and needed a rest badly. We were
sent to Willgotheim first, but tuat was only for a short while.
Cur 2rea was then moved to Ingenheim, France. Here we stayed for
a2 little over a month. The lines were fairly stntic at this time
anywiy so we didn't miss much =n the way of actiosn, a ' i

SO P
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Qur stay at Ingenheim is n memorable chapter in our experienceS'
in the ETO. Instances in our 1lifc there, are'still brought up in
the evening "bull sessions" around the company keg. We all remem-—-
ber the love affair of Kuntzsh, Webbh, and Belstadt, and how,-when
the situation threatened to become serious, there were dire threats
of locking them up to save them. "A" company wanted no "Alsatian ' ;
gals" at thelr reunions. We lauvgh over the troubles that crews 15, . ..

7 nvd 18 hnd with the f1m113 downstairs., That was when they had to
- 16 - ‘



rﬂnuiQ1tion all their "holz" after the farmer had gone-to bed. OF
course he had couse for c mplnznt when the Amerikanische, usually
7/5 Fox, followed his chickens around waiting for the eggs, when
“they shot the hole in the ceiling with the .45, when they took
his nicces for a roll in the hay, when theycrushed in the top of
the cess-—-pool with thelr.panzers (everybody regretted that when
it warmed np}, but more than anything else when they drank the
fermented 1lightning that he had kept as a basis for next year's.
schinapps. We also brag about hov the second platoon introduced
the infantry to some new tactics when they dismounted their smoke

mortars from the tanks and smoked the arex on a night problen,

We reflect that Ingenheim was where the first real chicken started = -
for us in the ETO. We had wearon inspections, perm nal 1nspectionq,

_tank inspections and inspectiors. we speak with disgust about the
omnipresent, pungent stink of the Alsatinn's'stock in trade = that
- darned manure. That one memory will stay with us longer tha* the

rest “ "{hat dnmned manure." Our experiences in Ingenheim are well
remembered by us but it's safe to say that the peasants haven't for--
gotten us either. As 1lst Sgt Geo  ge Davis says, "They may not like
us, but they'll certainly never forget us." The first men from the

company went on passes to the newly finished rest center at Nancy
during this long break.

/11 of the company wasn't resting though. While we were taling:*

our our long rest, Sgt. Everett R. Hamilton of "A" Company, Hg sec-—
tion was busy having n multirle rocket installed on his tank, '
"Annabelle”. He spent a few days at the division. ordnance battal-
ion and then went »n detached service to test it. A multiple
rocket launcher is a huge frame holding 60 rockets.

He first was attnched to CCB units at Ringendorf, for the
sole purpose of testing the launcher. Theixy first firing was into
enemy positions in a forest near pfafenhoffen. They were with

"the 62 ATB. 2t this. time-and fired three complete sets of 60 rockets.

would be an excellent weapon for future ‘use in Germany. This
launcher was the first to be installed in the entire Tth Army.
Ssgt Hamiiten not only received -very much publicity for his work

with the louncher but later was awarded the Bronze Star for mer- £k,

itorious actinns. He is now a platoon sergeant in the third pla-
toon of this company.



¥ After their first firing, 'the crew of the rocket launcher ap-

peared ty be going incircles for they were as much in demand as &
WAC in the Aleutinan Islands. They were sent to Ingwiller to contact
units of the 10%rd Inf Div, to Ringeldorf, France to work with the
25th Tk Bn and from there were put into the Hg Co of the same pat-
tnlion, for n longer time. They finished work on detoched service
with the 62nd AIE ond at this time the company was prepaTing. to
crack the ¢iegfried Line so Sgt Hamilton rejoined us thereiﬁ;igj
in nll he did a splendid Job w'th his new secvet weapon tﬁﬁ%—mnde
all of the Germnns dread the shund of his "machine gun' artillery.

Back nt the company, WC left Ingenheim on March 4th and went
to Ingwiller, France, where we were split up into task forces.
one platoon of tanks and one ¢ mpany of infantry. This system was
in ¢ffect until long ~nfter we had pierced the giegfried Line, and
were well into Germany. The third platoon went up to zutzendorf,
approximately 12 km from the remainder of the company at Ingwiller.
the lines at this time we e still very stntic and the only action
yae heavy "outgoing" artillery and ver 1ight “wipncoming.® Our Job
here wns more or less n seourity: mission. We were thare if anything
happened but we weren't there to make it happen.

From this point we moved to Westhauson where S/Sgt J. Costa
received 2 battle field commission and was promot ed to 2nd Lt..
Lt Costa has been with this division ever since it was activated
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. He was first assigned to tite company
as a radio sergeant but when the TO was changed making rodio ser-
geants a buck he wns shifted to platoon sergennt and has been there
ever since. -He is now the leandex of 1 & E work in the company.
' _pur former lst Sgt, gamuel H. Ferdinand, also reeeiyed 2
battle ficld commission here, but left the company shortly aftew
for the hospital. '

From here the jndivisual task forcrs-moved from point to point,

their only mission being security. Then one day it happened. We
were to be dormant no longer,,for we started on our trek across the

continent and ¢ ntinued to move and fight until after V-E Day, May
8th. This was on March 20, the m xd traveled swiftly that the Tth
Army had sumped off and we knew th~t we would sodn jump off with
them and begin the hord task of breaking the Siegfried Line.

We arrived in Kapsweyer, Germany sometime during the early
morning hours-of March 21. It was 2 sight to behold; tanks and
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infantry, recdn and engnecers, 21l massed in the grey dawrl, ready
to move into the-Drugon's Teeth and anything that was beyond them.

Lt Woodard, of the first platoon, was injured slightly in the
‘hnnd when his tank struck a mine in the final assembly area. He
wag evacuated immedintely. Then the time came for us to jump off,
the second platoon, under the comnmand of Lt Peterson, went first.
They Wwore. the first tanks in the division to penetrate the Dragon's
Toethe They moved swiftly and surely through the path that had been
blown by the engineers., They moved into the well fortified town of
Steinfcld on the German side of the teeth, :

In the fresh tracks of the s econd platon came the rest of the
‘company, alert and firing at anything that dared move. In the town -
,1tself we were subjected to very intense artillery fire. The Ger-
mans were still occupying the pill-boxes to either side of the road
through town and were using them for forward observation posts.
Shortly nfter we had entered town, Lt Kidd, leader of the third
platoon, was injured by shirapnel from a direct hit by an artillery
or maotar shell, He had exposed his body at that time to give some
instructions to the infantry on the ground and to get a better look

a2t the situation around him. He was sent to'u clearing station .
immediately.

For two days the tank, infarfityy, mmd artillery battle raged
in town. Every house was a pillbox =nd eve'y pillbox had to be
cleared hefore we had full control of the town.

All night . long the fires in town lighted the streets mnd house-

fronts. That 1s, those that were left to be lighted. The constant
"thud, thud" of artillery and mortars was enough to drive anyone

mad, wondering, "When are they going to hit us?", or "Will they
throw 4 counter-attack?"

The second day our first and second platoons moved on to the
town of Schaidt in pursuit of the retreating German forees. They
moved with such specd and determination that before the fires in

 S5teinfeld had died -»ut and the dead had bern cleared away, the
ordmance and APO's were moving through. That was typieal "A" Co
type of fighting. Hit them hord and send them reeling and then
thyaw in everything you have and get the battle ovef quickly. The
Qermans learned to fear.the sound or sight of our tanks, With
the pest of crews and quick thinking tank commanders we became one -
. one-of the best fighting units in the ETO0. Our officers were the
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best that could be frund anywhere and we went into bottle feeling
confident that the men who gwv e uvs.orders knew exactly what they
Cwere deine, ond . i.hr.-."_‘; (G,

) ‘After.the battle for the Siegfried was finished we were moved
north. %c went on a 105 mile road march from our pillbox home at
Niederbeterbach to Fiebﬁrg, Gérmnny across the Rhine. To get to
Dieburg we had to travel quite n way on the Reichs Autobahn and the

" trip was mude at high speed, consequently, we blew out a number of

»

bogie wheels., Since the armies were moving so fast at this time,
it was havd for them to replace worn items immediately. The
suprly problems with food and ammunition were great enough without
" the added shipping space nredec for repair equipment. Therefore
‘only a few tanks in the company were able to move and jump off
from.Dieturg the next day, The rest had %0 remnin there until they
" could be repaired. ' ‘

For our work in the Siegfried Line we received the following
citationg.

"In'thr operation just past, this e mbat command played an
" important part 1in breaching the Siegfried Line and closing o pocket
which resulted in the destruction or capture of all forces in the
Palatinate. o

The line through whirh you passed was a part of the greatest
system of fortifications in the history of warfare. The part of
the line which you overc=me wns one of the strongest 11nks in this
entire system. The enemy who were driven before you made a strong
and determ1ned defense until their will to fight was broken by the

forcesg of your attack.

The . officers and men of Co A, 48 Tank Bn, 68 AIB, 62@& AIB
showed dogged determination and great courage in the fa@e of intense
artillery, rocket and mortar fire over a periosd of days, and an
aggressive attitude which carried them to their successive -objectives
through o hail of small arms and suprorting anti- tank fire,

I give my thanks and my congratulatlons to your who succeed-
ed so briqlxantlj in the- task prrsented you. Your succassful assault
upcn .fhis fortified grea with minimum losses is an adhievement which
turns Lrlght in the qctio? which swept the enemy to the Rhine."

B

W D. H. Hudelson, Col., Inf,
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When we left Dieburg, the company moved to Regensbrunn with
Sgt Mc Elhaney in the lead. Just vefore entering the town of
Regensbrunn the tanks had to go down a scction of road that had
wooded aren on one side ond a clear open field on the other. The
attached infantry was sup-osed to be whrking on both dides but as
it was they only were on the left, the clear side. They reported
that 211 was clear shead and that the tanks should move in,

instend, the woods hadn't bren checked and Sgt Mc Elhaney's
tank received fire from a "Panzerfaust" at a very close range. The
rndio tender and bow gunner escaped from the tank and crawled back
to report the happening. The driver, T/5 Lester was in the ditch
on the other side of the road ready to fire at any other b zooka
men with a carbine and Sgt Mc Elhaney and his gunner Cpl Schraeder,
were in the oprosite ditch. T/5 Lester performed first aid until 4
the aid men could come up. They were evacuated after the bazooka
man had been shot and killed by Sgt Mc Cauley who was following the
hit tank.

we reformed the company after Regensbrunn at a town named
Grafendorf. -We ngain moved out in our task forces, This time in-~
stead of each task farce taking a different route they followed
each other in line frrmatidn. In this way we were 2btle to have
frosh troops in the point each day. '

The next day as we were advancing through some more wooded
areas and 7l ong very winding ronds, our recon elements were attnacker
and seriousiy disorganized by small arms and automatic weaponsfire,
The tanks were cnalled forwnrd to knock out the opyrosition. By
firing ths ?0's and some HE the tonkers were able to pin down the
enemy in his positions at the edge of the woods. Two of the recon

‘men had-been injured and it was necessaty to ndminister aid to them

until the medics could come forward and ‘evacuate them. They were
ifijured too seriously to be put on the tanks, Sgt Haseltine, Tank
No 15, md Pfec Montgomery,;Tank No 14, dismounted, déspite heavy
automatic fire and‘crept along the ditches to the wounded men. The
moved the men to twver n2s well as they could and then returned to
their vehicles.

After thls town was cleared we moved on to Waldheim. We ad~-
varneed on thls town with the third platoon in the lead. Approathih
the town, one had to go around 2 long hairpin curve. From the
west end of town the Germans had a perfect picture of our tanks as
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they moved around this long curve. They had 2 75mm gun SeL uy -+
this end of town and when we hod gone far enough past any shelter
af protection, they opened up on our last tank. Three rounds and
all hit dend on the front of sgt Smock's tank. Fortunately he was
at such an angle that they were a1l deflected and he had time to Back
~to cover. Sgt Haseltine sSaw the muzzle flashH and wHile the rest of
the tanks were backing to cover he took 14 under fitre and probably
destroyed it for we were fired at no more. by that gun.

It was at this point that 1st Ssgt Davis esnoved that he hadn't
1ost his "eye” after lemving the tanks, He directed artillery Om
~a column of German motorized equipment. He made it very unhealthy
 for quite a few nkrauts".

We then sent out the infantry to clear the town and after 2

short delay, continued on our way. We met only acattered and light
ggs;gggqce all the way then until we got tH> 2 town named Riecgelstein.

Hg;g;naﬁﬂéna!aggQgPsg?;twdqﬂn into very small recon units gndrsqnp-:

‘o on 30 pilp miantop fa vhp FHO0KS Af OF naip W3Ry
?hege tapk forceg Weye Fu};ga rTapk Foyoe Sna§t1“a¥u ppd ?Qgsk

Fqroe Eqpiltqp.ﬂ They gonsipted of 2 medium tonks, 2 p}agpaﬁ of
1ﬂg§pt?§ and a platoop of reeor. Their migpiaps weye i@ kegp pov-
;gg pnp i3 they drew‘tire and then return oOF by-pass it. The phoripd
of these task forces was just about the game 89 I shall describe

npagk Foxge Sh%?tina.“ we started out iust after noon and took the
road leading o to the right of our column. e all knew that this

was not going to te any fun and we prepared for the worst. Our

recon elcoments moved swiftly dowm +he narrow roads, stopring only
1ong ehough to re ceritain that they were on ihe right path, OF to
double check some suspicious 1 oking clump bf-busheé or tree growths
At afiytime during the trip we could have been wiped out By 2 hidden
anti-tank gun because we were a small ®ody ahd moving thfough "virgin
‘territory a2t 2 gfeaéer speed than was safe, Time was our most im=
portant element thbugh, we hnd to finish the mission quickly and

return to the main bodv of troops.
Qur first set back was 4 washed out spot im the road, We had

to retrace our tracks and &0 out on an alternaté route. Neit we
nit a blown out bridge and Again we had td ¢hange routes and move

out on an alternate.

All along the trip we met sniper and light weapons fire and
a few "mear” pazooka shois. The command polint contaeted us by
radio until we were out of range and could no 1énger “hear oY tran-
smit to them. Te renorted ever half hour afid because we Were.
* yunning nearly parallel 1o the other task force e gould hear thelr
transmissions and reportsS. _ 929 -



All went good until wr qvérraﬁ a ?ospital full of German 801~
djers, Medits and aides. Here we were with o very amall body of
men and o mission nhend of us. We could.not stop to guard this
hospital yet we could not afford to leave it behind us, unguarded.
We decided the 1attbr was. best so we again moved out on our origiual
mission.

At the edge of the town that this hospital was in we crossed
q. river and went out into a valley, the rond following the river's
bank., Here we met some Very heavy automatic weapons fire and it
was necessary to dismount our infontry to clean out the machine gun
nests and snipers. It wns apparent that this valley was filled with

Germansg and as it happened we were in between two kridges, a river
and a range of mo ntains., It would have veen a simple task to cut
us off here so rather than continue the mission we moved back out
of danger of ambush nd set up an outpost on high groun&”fﬁr'the'
night. ) -
e rejoined the unit the next day, turned in our reports and
then moved on to Hausheim. . ;

me stayed at Hausheim for a short while. It certainly wos 2
good feeling to see our mess truck waiting there for us. After a
while on "hard rations® that food tusted like 1 sunday dinner at
home. Ask anyone in the comrany in the company who has the kest
cooks in the army and you'll get only one answer, "AY Company .
s/Set Carter, T/4 Lavella, T/5 "lebb, T/S Panazzo, and Pfc Heskett
were always ready to p~ck up the company with o hot menl.

We were 10 g0 Cross country, between Hausheim and the town of
Polling, then swing back on the main road and come down out of the
hills to take Polling and if possible go on to Neumarkt. Approx-—
imately 2 km from the town of Polling the road was blown out in front
of us by 2 charge of TNT estimated to be at least 2000 ibs. This
was enough to blow 2 nole in the road about 75 gards in length
and as wide as the vond. This made the tanks useless as there
wns no other route into Polling from this point. Qur .infantry
in half tracks were able to maneuver around through the narraw
mountain pnthes and. make it to the edgéﬁdf the woods. This left
an open field about 3/4 qﬁles in lengthjﬁob§ crossed yet. The

L
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" ihfantry dismounted and Legan tne attack on the town}

- Mhen a lifesaving thing havpencd.
 the woods and said that he would help them if they would stop their

house had heen hit and burned already and
© . been hit aw

S theme ie
‘ed cut-ever gun in town.

.- hood of a half track and was che
 %he children,

.. next day we, and th

. River,

o7 bridge would prove very valuable to the Allied
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7, " trant tefcre they had a chance to destroy the bridge.
_f:';it'as_we'wunf(d'it, intact.
..o tha% matter, a military victory, as

v

They ran into

ﬁery heavy direct fire from anti-tank guns and were pinned down.
A small 12<yenr ol boy came from

He explained that his own
that his own house had

_ turned already and that the artillery was killing many

of the townspreople. The towr was held by the SS and.everyone hated

‘32% in the forward CP with a set of field glasses and point~ . -

This made the job a very simple task and i

the town was taken in short order. The boy road into town on the' S
ered by all of the people, especially ..

bwn artillery from hitting the town.

Mnanwhile the engineefs had repaired the road and we wére able
to mcveﬁinpé town, We s¢t up our CP there and also securiﬁie$. The
€ infan try, were to move out ahd take the city

bf_Nuumarkt, To get to this town from our present locatioh we had-

- €0 cross another strip of open terrain, where both tanks and infantry

would be vulnerable to all types of fire, antiitank especially. The

o eity was filled with 88°s and .75's and 1t was impossidle to make it.
“We then talled for air support.

The following day the Air Force
came and thoroughly bombed and straffed the city. Before it .was
taken though our unit was relieved and the Battle was taken over by
a foot irfantry outfit. - _ _ o
Our nert and 125t mission was to take a bridge on the Inn
"This would make the fif+h iarge river that we Brossed since
we hit Germany. The Rhine, The Maine, The Isar, The Danube, and
now the Inn. ¥We began to feel like Amphibisus troops. We also be=
-gan to feel like tired troops hecause we had been on the road ¢~
tinnously since the jump-off into the Siegfried. '
- The company moved swiftly and decisevely along the roads lead-
‘Ing to the river ahd its huge dam and power plant. These and the .
| _troops, if captusred

. Antact. We moved so swiftly that the Germans were forced tq re—"
We captured
This was a great moral victory, and for
. this point was the dorps objective;
finish. for the war in Eurdpe, :

1t wns prAadeically 4 motion ricture
e were very proud of

~with "A" Co supplying the "rah-rah" ending.
our achievenents and of our ¢ mpany in generdl.
. e

-



men in
loves

nardast of b
pride in tp2 job that they were doing and the comp
were doing it for; To our.supply forces and all the artillery, recon,
*and Air Forces that helped made our victoxy possible.
these, We Owe >ur SWGCCESS to our company commandex,

P. Ory, whose undying loya

“in witd the point: troops as mu
‘physically, he was there in spirit and in voice, b

k.

me owe thanks for our success in battle to 2ll of the fine

"A" Company that stuck together with a feeling of brotherly

To our excellent platdon leaders, who lead us througn the

attles with keen judgment and a feeling of individual
any that they

More that
Captain Joel

1ty and devotilon for his men and his

company made our jobs move more swiftly and easily. He gave us

qncouragemﬁnt when we were down,
mourned the dead with us and applauded the heroes with us. He was
ch as any of us, and when not there

y radio. He 1s

all that a company commander should be, and more, he is 2 buddy ,

From the "ar Department the Captain received a

a-ﬁellow soldier.
e he continues to receilve the h;ghest of

Bronze Star and from his m

praise possib'e. .
" gur actions throughout the 7 months of action“we S
ETO con be summed up in one sentence—-"¥e hove met the enemy and

they are ours".

pent in the

- 25 =

cheered us when we were victorious,
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‘ In closing 1t is only fltting and proper to mention our faithful
servants who carried us through Alsace and Germany. They held out a
hail of schrapnel and’'small arms, but not one drop of rain. They

v

%] churches.,

‘To our iron buddies, who ‘kept us cold in the winter, wet in the

' spring, and hot in the summer, wo bow in memoriam.

1. Allce
2.
3. hlecatraz
4.. Alamo
! 6. Adeline
6. Allin' Bessie :
7. Almighty Five II
8. A4ll Nuts
9.
10. Ah Marie :
11. .:men
12. ' Alfped
13, aAwkwitcherbitchin
14. Arlcne V
15. Alsab II
16. " JAgnes ;
17, 4valon II
18. .nna-belle

e
L A

‘" served as our messhalls, bedrooms, latrines, storcrooms, and even our

T ABAS agm mb——

e
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.. Herc's a.1ist of all the boys in the company and thelr addresses.

apt-Jool P Ory N Brler, La.

lst Lt Higur P licodard Stonton, Tex

lat Lt hugh 1 wintors 801 W Jrckson St, Hugo, Oqu.
1t Lt «11lll~m M Lklda ’ Steens, Miss., .

24 Lt .ndrew D, Shestine 2090 Lewis Drive, Lﬂkewood, Ohio
‘24 Lt Joscpn J Custs ; 1216 Nelson .ve, New York, NY. -

" rfe .dosis, Thonas J. 2 Stewxrd .ve, Dowrington, Pi.
Crl .nz:lrw, John D, 258 Lanalng ave, Youngstown, Ohio
Efe .pel, Churles H. 737 Highview .ve, Pgh, Pa,. :
K'c .rdlto, Dante J. 1833 Dudley St, Phila, Pa.

Bfe _rnw.d, Hensley F. " Foute 3, Box 168, Wwytheville, Vo,
fcé kobirt P, .arnold . : G ﬂylor St, walthan, Mass.

Jset Lrp, waltor H. Jackson, lilss
/s sugne, lrvin V. ‘ loute 1, Council Bluffs, Towa
rfe Bokor, kobert D, y 613 Mﬂurv st, Frcdericksburg, Va,
T/5 Bcll, Thorss H. Kowena, Ky
5t Lel nger, rhillip L. . 46 Cedar 3%, winchendon, Nass -
Opl Belitadt, Honry' ‘ §60 Vwaleck hd, N Tonawnnda, NY.
T/4 Ber:ineisw, .ntliony J. 147 Davis 8t, hochester, NY
.Cpl icnner, Donnld G. ' 3717  &th .ve, Minneapolis, liinn
U4 Lilslil, Felix P, Jr. . 539 Sweezy .vo, kiverhoad, LI, NY.
L Pfe DBlackwsll, kirl 15 1/2 Glonn 5t, Valejo, Cal.
T/4 Covur-a, Johnm . 3636 Horrison St, Omahu, Neb
Pfe Choneco, Jancs T, ;
Ffe Cindni, kojor . 943 Mineral .ve, Pawtucket, RI

Gpl Colling, Hobert M. 19 Frodorick Park, kochoster, NY.
Cortinds, Willimm ... . houtc 3, Nncogdoches, Tex -
Cox, -Themae 4. box 213, PFrirfax, Okla. e
Cr.ws, Louls . ’ Tltusvillh Novr Jorscy F
Dasilano, Joseph 83 Larnos ut Ext., ho tbrbury, Conn Y
Davis, Goorgc P. ’ 112 orwood Pluco, Syracusa, NY i
Dowodzenka, Hirry .. 2339 W Greenfiold .wve, Milwaukec, wis
.#llon, hobert L. : 2211 west Nationnl, NMilwaukeeo, his
Foglcnman, Lindsey L 226 Monrwuth ..wve, Durhan, NG :
Fox, hobert . . 152 Elmpnt St, Pgh, Pn. '
Gigliano, John 640 Colunmbia. bt Begnlusa, La,. B et
Gurvaslo, .lburt J. 1107 S w1nchostcr .ve, Chilc, ' Ill S
Good, Melvin k. 575 E 2nd St, Marion, Ind , A
Gonznles, Victor V. Dulee, New Mexico
Gor;nslki, Frank J ‘ 1359 . Crystal St, Chicago, Ill
Goy, Stenls Y ’ " 4 4177 33rd St, Detrolt, lich ‘
Grijalva, Jorge M. 516 Birch St, Calexico, Cal
Gunn, Jease 3. * 5135 Stowell .ve, .ilton, Ill
> Huidlten, sverctt K. 129 E Livingston ..ve, Columbusg, Chio -
Harmiinn, kstlse P ) RD 2 Threc-Springs, Pa. Y
uﬂnndclnﬁn, Scyrour 1616 Hozclwood .wve, Dctroit, Mich -
CRrabkie, Dale I - Cump Point, I1l.
Hoscltine, Vlyde k. Dextor, mMainc
Horzem, Shlrley B/ ‘ Hitchins, Ky -
» Horron, W, B, ; 310 § 10th St, Columbus, Miss
Hoskott, Josoph H, 4361 Vlashington, St Louls, Mo.:

lonkins, J.:hn L, 4 632 B Grand, Springficld, lo.
L Hoffirn, Ldw.rd R. 24 Jaros St, Schoncetndy, NY

5
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fPfc

‘ pfe
L/S!

:Pfo

Pfc

. T/5

T/5.
i Pfe

/4

Pfc
B b i

ife

"Pfc

5 CKOWTon,
: dolerwon, Pcter E.

e
Hoffmun, william F.
iutt, Lloyd 3.
Jonus, Leroy
Jon.s, Jescph J.
Kataz,

Banl W

s hounc, Thonas J.

hirian, horuan M.
konieczny; wdward Z.
Kroncr, W11bur J.
Erneare.a, 4.
kuntzsci, rluaurick L.
Lunh i, Horer W,

Lenbert, Jerone J.

Lavella, Prul

Le Grend, Isanc J,

Loster, walter
Lewis, Loon D.
Litrento, Frank J.
Long, Walker M.
d!grlrh, Colorian J.
licurer, Fred T.

ine .dsﬂs, Jarés B,

e CGouloy, Willipm k.

1 keGrare, Franklin

e Nurlin, Glen o
i1iller, Lowrcnee J.
Montgonery, Lloyd C.
Hrdrotoski, nthony M.
Licwness, Blricr J.
Noclle, Paul B,

Nosnl, Bugenc P.

Owens, Janes H.
Fanozzo, John
Parvdes, Potc G.
Powers, winfred W.
Pritchard, John T.
Pryor, Paul
Przybyszcwski, Henry
It .tachofskl, Stcphen
Khondes, Cucil G
Ricihnrd, Cnrl M.
kicl, Gregory F.
kobinson, Kobert K.
Snlvan, John J.

> huth, Kaynmond W,
Scrbolt, willard R.

;_bcilcr, ~rthur <.
4+ Schieba,

arthur H,
Schulz, Bobby O,
3ibille, Louls F.
Siplko, Jaues T,
yalter Je.

Siith, Thonas G,
soock, John L,

_houtc 3, St George,

North Spring Dr, Glenshaw, Pa.
Blanchnard, JTowa

Box 207, Blackville, W Va,

E¥D 4, Corning, Iown

10402 Sorierset ..wve, Cleveland, Ohio
170 Hanillton St, Dorchestcr, Mass
1686 Taylor .ve, Detroit, -Mich

4681 Junctilon wve, Detroit, Mich
oo0]. C~rlisle .v¢, Racine, wisconsin .
1559 woeoster S8t, Log angeles, Cnl
113 w 17th St, Hays, Kansas

194 Flynn ..wve, Burlington, Verment
4909 King Hill ave, St Joscph, Mo
2030 Cleveland ..ve, Now Orleans, La.

Bex 44, Falls Mllls, Va.
RD 2, Wecllsville, NY

931 Failc St, Bronx, NY

R k 1, Gormantown, Ohlo

3981 Lowry .ve, Cinncinnatl, Ohio
5144 St Clair .vec, Clecvclond, Ohlo
kR 3, Henderson, Ky

Bex 581, Llkins, W Vo

5932 Wontworth ..ve, Chicago, Ill
2ox 161, Garrison, Minn -
2308 Warren ..ve, St Louis, Mo.

520 N, 1llth St, Fetorsburg, Ill
KFD 1, Wapwallopen, Pa.

Gr rficld Hoelghts, Clevcland, Chio
koutc 1, Equnlitj, Ill

2535 S Wwhipplo St, Chicago, Ill

W Va.

342 [ 136th St, Chicago, I1ll

1506 0lin wellborn St, Dallas, Tex
1041 Colvin Blvd, Kcnmorc, NY
Koute 3, Medina, NY

1108 E Univcrsity Bldv, Mitcholl, SD
101 Zelmar St, Buffalo, NY

47 Grrfiecld St, Johnstown Pa.

Pox 223, Yorba Linda, Cal

23230 Lahsar Kd, Detrolt, Mich
152-26 Northern Bld, Flushing, NY
8621 N W 24th _ve, Miami, Fla

521 2nd .v¢, Olean, NY

3312 River-St,, Saginnw, lilch
Bwing, Va '

Rk 1, Box 335, Clcves, Ohlo

33 S 13th St, Minncapolis, Minn

kt 2 Scribner,- Necbr

1754 43rd .ve, San Francisco, Cal
749 Kitchener, Doctroit, Mich

414 High St, willimantic, Conn
492 Frirficld .ve, Johnstown, FPa.
819 Wwashington St, Ogcnsburg, NY
1512 S Prairic .ve, Sious F‘lls, SD




T/4

pfec
" Pfe
+.Cpl
. T/5
Sgt

T/Sgt

7-' T/B
e
T/5

Efc
T/5
s/set
S Opl

\

Stochowirk, Frank B.
Stoevens, Lionul E.
stone, Harold C.

.Szneska, Julius

Torrcg, Jovu
VanbBuren, Joscph W
Villnno, Michael T.
Vincent, Howard ...
wolfe, hobert L
wagney, Lloyd P.
witson, Bor 3.

wWobb, warrcn M.
\ v

“{throw, hobert
Znck, George E.
Zingshoim, BEdward J.
Zollo, Willlom

X
110 Center St, Lackawannz, NY
KD 3, Moravia, NY
332 E Camino kcal, .readia, Cal
Lcehighton, Pa.

7 131 Farnsworth, .urora, Ill

261 W KHoscrimr St, rhila,  -Pa
100 Kingsland .ve, Brooklyn, NY
3831 Colegrove St, San Mateo, Cal
MeGrann, P i _
Foute 2, Black Creck, uwis
Bclzone, Miss ’
Stockyard Sta Gen Del, Oklahoria clty

Okla. :
1321 bMorgen sve, Louisville, Ky
5033 8 Union, Chicngo, -Ill.
3450 S 108 St, Milwaukee, VWls. .
Phocnix, NY N
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