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1, Sm of Own guutim.

The tank companies remained in normel attachments Company 4 to the Tth
Infentry Regiment, Compaxy B to the 15th Infantry Regiment, Company C te the
S0th Iafantry Regiment and Company D to the Provisional Reconnalssance Squadron.

An extensive redonnsissance was made of the AUTREY - HOUSERRAS area in
view of a projeoted attack, Four officer night patrols were sent out to gain
a8 muck information es possible of the terrain. FPlans were completed for the
attack, but were turned over to the 191st Tank Battalion when our atteck was
shifted to the BROUVELIBURES area. The CO, 15lst Tank Battalien subsequently
reported that our plans were sound and were carried out successfully by his

battalion.

From 1 Ootober 1944, to 4 Ootober 1944, Company A supported the 7th In-
fantry between the MOSELLE and the MOSELLOTTE Rivers, moving to the viocinity
of 8T AME, on Ootober 4, 1944, From Ootober & to October 7, Company A sup-
ported the attack of the 7th Infantry on VAGNEY, entoering VAGNEY on the 7th
of October. Road blocks were established in the diredtion of SAPOIS and south
and southeast of VAGNEY, By Ootober 14, all platoons had been relieved and
assembled in the vicinity of ST AME., On 20 Ootober, Compaxy A moved to vioinity
of GRANDVILLERS and supported attack of the 7th Infantry Regiment, toward
BROUVELIEURES, VERUEGELLE, and DOMFAING. On Qotober 23, Company A attacked
from DOMFAING toward LES ROUGES EAUX, but were held up by AT fire on the road.
It was impossible to get off the road in this country on acoount of dense
woods and steep hills. By October 26, Company 4 had reached LES ROUGES RAUX
and had established road blooks to the north, esst, and southeast. The re-
mainder of the period was devoted to supporting ths attack of the 7th Infantry
up the valley to the northeast and the wvalley to the southeast.

Company B supported the 15th Infantry Regiment in their attack toward

1LE THOLY. Because of denrse woods and steep hills the tanks were unable to
scoompany the infantry, but fired im support. On October §, three tanks were
set up for indirect fire and fired 60 rounds at an enemy road blook and enemy
ocoupied houses. Direct hits were observed. On October 4, one section entered
the "quarry" (K249478) and fired on German positions. On October 5, the 2nd
Platoon was placed in division reserve in the vioinity of 8T AME. On Ostober 17,
B Company was relieved from attachment to the 15th Infantry Regiment and re-
verted to battalion ocontrol. On Ootober 20, Compary B moved to the vieinity

of PIERREPONT and was attached to the 16th Infa.ntry. From Ootober 21, through-
out the remainder of the period, the company supported the advance of the 16th
Infantry Regiment to the northeast from BROUVELIEURES. On October 24, two Merk IV '
German tanks were contacted near® LES ROUGES EAUX and driven off. On Octobor 28,
the tanks were sble to oclosely aupport the infantry attack and at least twe
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machine gun and two bascoks positions were destroyed. On Ootober 26, the -
attack north of LES ROUGES EAUX sontimued against strong resistance. One

eneny Mark IV tank was destroyed along with ons 20mm Flak Wagon and numerous
machine guns., On 27th of October, tanks moved forward into BOURGONCE. Ome
platoon was placed in division reserve with 3rd Battalion, 18th Infantry. At
the end of the period the tanks were generally in a defensive position, covering
the area to the north and northeast.

Conpany O supported the 30th Infantry Regiment in their attack toward
LE THOLY. Beocause of the mid and heavily wooded hills, most tank aotivity cea-
sisted in firing on area targets in support of attaocks by the infantry. The
slightest movement by tanks drought heavy enemy shelling, ocsusing casuslties
to friendly infantry. Consequently there was little movement, but several
hundred rounds of 78sm ammunition were fired. On Ootober 28rd, Company C moved
to the vioinity of BRUYERES, On Ootober 26th the eompany attacked to the
northeast in support of the 30th Infantry Regiment. From the 36tk to the 3lat
October, the tanks fired on enemy targets to the northeast == primsipally
ensmy oocupled houses and vehicles. On Ootober 28, the lst Platoon destreyed

five enemy half-tracks.

At the beginning of the period Company D was attached to the. Provisional
Reoonnaissance Squadron, loocated in the vieinity of RENIREMONT., Iwo platooms
were oast of the MOSELLE, patrolling the road parallel to the river., The re«.
mainder of the company was on rosd blooks. There was no ochange in the ocom-
pany's aotivities until Ootober 15, when all platoons were relieved from their
patrolling and road bloock missions and returned to the vioinity of the Company
CP near ST AME. On October 17th, the lst Platoon was attached to the 30th
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Platoon to the 7th Infantry Regiment and 3rd Platoomn
to the 165th Infantry Regiment. On Ootober 20, the 2nd and 3rd Platoons moved
to the GRANDVILLERS w= PIERREPONT area with the 7th-and 16th Infantry Regiments.
On Ootober 23, the lst Platoon arrived in the BRUYERES area, attached to the
30th Infantry. The remainder of the month was. spent by all platoons in reocoa-
naissance missions over trails in the hills nortlmest of ST DIE. Trails were
patrolled to kesp them olear of the ememy. Considerable ammunition was fired
into wooded areas coocupied by the eneuw, ‘but the terrain precluded uw orosse

oountry attecks.

The Assault Gun Platoon (six guns) fired ocnocentrations as requested
by the 15th Iafantry. On October 3, two guns moved to direot fire positions
' near the “quarry" and fired about 30 rounds into the "quarry" and sdjacent
houses. Extremsly good results were observed, On Ootober 9, the A/G Platoen
moved to a position mear CREMANVILLERS and fired missions in’ support of the 7th
Infantry. On Ootober 21, the platoon moved to firing positions near BAINTE
HELENE with an OP in AUTRBY. On Ootober 25, the platoon fired 280 rounds of
smoke in support of the 19lst Tank Butta.licn. Concentrations were generally
in the viecinity of HODSERRAS, Om October S1, the A/G Platoon moved to the
vioinity of LES ROUGES ELUI md fired 328 roundl in support of the 7th Infantry

Regiment. .
2. Summary of Enemy Operationms.

Aided by very poor tank terrain, the ensmy stubbornly resisted every
_attempt to employ tanks. Minas became inoreasingly a msnace, every roed used
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being mined. The enenmy inoreased his artillery fire on tank movemsnts appar-
ontly in the hope of csusing casualties to supported infantry. _

3, Situation at Close of Peried.

Tanks were operating on trails in the hill mass northwest of 8T DIR and
covering the open ares to the north. No oross~countiry movement was possible.

4. Status of Personnel and Materiel.

ae Personmels

_ Officers Warrant Offioers Balisted Men
(1/0s 9) o (2/0s 8) . (/05 €84)
37 Pres for duty 3 Pres for duty 649 Pres for duty
1 T in U.B, ‘ S Confinement
2 TO w/3rd Inf Div 8 ™ in U8,
8 I = 8chool 1st
Totalss 40 3 668
b Materiels

Fit in Ordnanoe
Runners 24 hours For Repair Short totﬂg_l

Med. Tanks = Mt 44 5 4 1 54
* Mod Tanks = MeAZ w/76mm 4 4

Light Tenks 17 17

Mod Tanks = M4AS w/106m € 6

All other vehiocles a»

per !/I exoesptt . - ) _

1/4 Ton, 4x4¢, Truck 22 | :. ::

2 1/8 Ten, 6x6, Truck 37
% = In excess of T/B, for training.

6. Comments and Lessons learned.

The tanks were foroed to operate in most unfavorable terrain, the country
being droksn up into steep, densely wooded hills and narrow, boggy valleys.
Fields of fire were extremsly poor and maneuver off roads and trails was im» =
possible. Roads seised during our advance were invariably mined, slowing the
progress of the tanks. : il

The procedure adopted by all regimenis wass an infantry attack nppertcd“" ‘
by tank and artillery fire, prompt sweeping of reads selszed by ”&?EE[ . o
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engineer teams, a follow=up dy the tanks, and a repetition of the process.

Tanks and TD's oocoupled firing positions on high ridges and fired joiatly
at ensxmy targets exposing theaselves below. A oconsideradls nmusber of enexy

vehiocles were destroyed in this manner.

A oonsiderable improvement in infantry-tank cooperation decame evident
toward the end of the period. I attribute this to a better appreciation of
infantry tectios by the tank company and platoon leaders, and a better onl\n-
tion of tank capabilities and limitations by infantry oommanders. -

b e

- GLENN F. ROGHRS,

Lt, Col,, Oa.nlry
cmuo
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'? f&TH THE THIRD INFALNTRY DIVISION IN FRANCE, October 7, 1944,

"Tanrerc" nor-ally sre expected to shoot st the e.emy with their
g'ns, over run etrongpointe, snd otherwide fu.tner the attack of tne
rect of the Army. However, once in awhile tankers find other missione
which normally fall to AMG officials axd others of the "follow-up",

One esuch occaslon wae a few dayvs ago. S/Szt. James E. Hsepel of COMFORT,

W. VA, with his crew conelsting of T/4 Frank C. lensk, of Box 29, SEALY,
; TEXAS, Csl. Cletus J. Offerman, NEW HAMMTON, IOWA, Pvt. Raymond V.
Brennerman, Box 43, CCNSTONTINE, MICH., Pvt. Robert H. Peagett, L1010
W. Springfield, URBANA, ILLINOIS glong with T/4 Jesse B. Rickerson Jr.,
RFD #2, AUGUSBTA, BA., and crew consisting of Cpl. Raymond W. Colley, ;
WHITEHALL, MONT., Cpl. William J. McInrue, 4423 Van Buren St., CHICAGO,
ILL., T/5 Elbert Ralnwater, RFD #1, CHERAW, S.C., and Pvt. Max M.
Kristel, 2321 W. Krocecourt, SHEBOYGAK, WISC., were ordered to set up

an advanced roadblock in tueir divislon sector. It was 2 rather hot
i corner. that the tans occupied aund they were haspy to see tust a typical
etone French farmhouse was right near the cross-road.‘They moved their

tanks intoc position, set up a guard detsil and s few ventured into the

nesrby house. As they ceme in a nervous Frenchman went out. He shouted -

back over hie ghoulder that the soldiers were welcome to stay, but that -

[ SR
7

1t wae a little too rouzh for him and he took off to the rear. Three; oy
days lster the Frenchman returned and made cseversl 1mportant discoverlaé.
Firet, the Kreaute had left, second the tankers were jJjust about to.leavé,
! and third (verhaps the closest tou his frugal French heart) the house |

wes cleaier than it wes when he left. The stock-- two cows, some plge,

. and several chickens were still present for duty..More tnan that, theA_é
stock had been fed 3:d wetered snd the towe had been milRed on scheduled:
Being from Texss and Montana, T/4 Manak and Cpl Colley had the necessary’

‘a;} . skill fof tnese choees. Seid S/8gt. Haspel, "He was a nice o0ld geezérf.ﬁ

r e:me work on the farm'anyway.,?"

. sy e
e
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_and éome of the boye were lunely fo
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The hovee wae clesn when we csme g0 we left 1t tast way." Seld the

t#

Frenchman, "Vive 1ln Amerique.

Submitted by: S/8Gt. Travie F., Widener Jr
8-2 Section, 756th Tank Bn.,
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'*ITH'THE THIRD INFAGNTRY DIVISBION IN FRA:Ck, October z4, 1944,

Service Comany of s tank hattalion is one of tie least a.preclated
“nite but ore of the moet esrentlial, if not the nost, in tue battallion.
Durinz the n»reeent csmralign the versonnel of the Transportation Section
of Service Co hsve hsd no more, if as much, clee» srnd rest then the line
conrgnies., The genersl opinlon of the trooprs who ars actually in tne line
seeme to be that these membere of the lMaintenace Section, Trasneportation
Section, Bunwly Sectlion and etc live the Ulife of Riley" beceuse they
don't have to cuntend with the weasone of the Kraut "Supermen.” This op-
inion is far from right eays T/5 Nicholee Wynohrednik, of 71 Meserale St,
BROOKLYN, N.Y., who drives a 23 ton truck for the Transsortation Section
of Service Comgany and trensporte the most daugerous supaliee of them
all - fvel end ammunitlon, to the front. On thie varticular occasion 1/5
Wynohrednik, after a hard day of hauling supplies to varioue companies
got é "hurry-ue" call to deliver a truck load of 75mm ammunition to a
company who were ha§1n3 gsome fun but also a little trouble in dils-locating
some stubborn Hitlermen. Havinz his truck already loasded for Just such an
emergency he checked him map for the location 6f the company who had mede
the request. Upon the road until he suddenly ran into somgthing that look-
ed like a Fourth of July Fireworke. Our tanke and Infantry wqreplestering
a mase of trees located on the side of & small hill and were also recelv-
ing fire frm the enemy. Seeing all thie, T/5 Wynohradnik wondered "What
em I dolng here?" 2..d immediately went into a ®rone position under his
truck. A moment later a hot shell fragment hit thetruck in jJust the rizht
rlace to start it burning. The flames spresd raridly arnd were licking
gt the 75mm ammunition when diecovered; Glving the warning to all in
shouting ranze he took off for the rear in e spring that would have_dcne‘
- credit to Jeese Owens. Finally arriving back at his sectlon after trud-
gihg some weary miles he 1nformed them of the bad lvck, got another

-1 -
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truck load ot ammnunition on the war and caced into hie slee-ing bag.
Ae he waee Tallin: into o blireful snooze he heard someore yell, "Come
on Wvnohradnil, whetcha wanne do, sleep all the time? Let's get this
load of ~ssoline uz to A Comwany end make it smeppy. Don't you know

therc'e o war going: on?" I/5 Wynohrsdrlk clercned hie fiete, gritted hnis

teeth --- and climbed out!

Submitted by: 8/Szt Travis F. Widener Jr.
8-2 Bection, 756th Tank Bn.
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W'I'I‘ﬁ T'E THIRD INFANTRY DIVISION IN FRAINCE, Octbber 24, 1944,

B8/8¢t Travie F. Widener, LIBERTY, TEXAS snd I/4 Mod-etino A.
Cafaro, 321 E. 19th St., PATERSCI, N.J., both spead and understand
about the esame abount of French - none. et I/4 Cafaro heg a knack of
making them understand what he's talking about in some mysterious
faehion. Buch wae the csee recently when S/Sgt Widener, after trying
for shont an houf to tell a Mademoiselle thet it rairned lots in this
esrticular sectlon: was about to give ug in despalr. Despite all the
arm waving and 5ointéﬁg Hgn2§e :?ter puddlee in the street all she
could ssy was 'W;:zbm;:gﬁ" About this time_T/4 Cafaro ssuntered up and
gaid "Bem&oupe( the only French word he knew) Rein." She grinned like
8 ekunk estinz calcken end exclaimed "Oui, Oui." 8/Sgt Widener wslked
of f mumbling to himeelf, with a scowl on hie face, wondering if the w. =

women in the Pecific Islands were going to be as difficult to talk to.
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WITH THE THIRD INFAMIRY DIVISION IN FRAICE, Octber 24, 1944,

Bervice nite of the ¥ar lMachine »robably deeerve more credit and
zet leee, than eny other. Thie ie verticularly true of Service Company
of the tank battallon attacned to the 2rd Infoutry Divielon. Besldes
bein; the “ackbune of the Administrative Section, nendling the hundreds
of differert types of correepondence, keepin: Service Records straigsht
80 that Joe Blow will know ithe got paid tav 2 cents due him dback in
Jan-ary sud etc. They have the tremendous job of maintaining the ﬁrack
and wheel vehiclee that comprise a tank battalloﬁ. srocuring, trans-
verting, end distributinzg the numerous supplles needed in operations
ageinst the enemy, a8 few of which ere ratione, clothing, fuei and amm-
umition, end tbusand of otner items too numerous to name but absolutely
escrentiel.

The Personnel Sectlion ie usually located in the vicinity of the
Administration.Center. They kees 1in ciose contact with the ba}talion
and the flvision auid expedite gll matters and correspondence perteinling
to personnel of the battallon. Working in thie manner they are able to
get the payroils, promotion reccommendetlions, rotaﬁibn liets(not too
streneoucs) end verious other sdministrative dutiee that rormaliy fail
into the hande of this section. Theu don't see too much of the war as
it zepears from the batt;e front but work with a tireless zeal which
malres this particulsr groum very efficlent in their work. One casualty
occured in the grou2 when Cpl~Edward.D. Kearns, 2403.Camden Roed,
GREENSBORO, N.C., thovght the bumper of a 3/4 ton truck wes a minor
obstacle while diving under thée truck to aveid the faliing "fla&" of
a near by friendly auti-gircraft group. Another amusing as well as em-
barrassinz incident haspened to Sgt Hobert J. Kirkpsetrick, 68 B. St.,
SALT LAKE CIT., UTAH, waen he got work from his wife thet her sliotmeut
had been did;continued and thet Bhe wes eo glaa he waé being dischargedu“

and relvrned home. Sgt Kirkpstrick paid, "I ceu 't figure 1t out, I work
-l-
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! ‘"?' 1h the depsrtment where mattere of tas. nature orizinste snd I'm positive
thet I haven't »ut in any reccumuwerndstlione for my dlecharge," sund added
"=much ac I'd like to."

The Tranewortastlion riutoon les mure or lece the "perpeiual motion"
eection, esreclal.y wnen the goin: ie hot and heavy. IThey are on cail
conetantly for thst "extra truck Llozd of armunitlion, gasoilne sud ratluus.
Drivins vnder the moct hezsrdous coudltlone they are oiten under artil-
lery fire, strafing attacke (the Luftwaffe ien't compxq€q¢y snniniilateu
yet) and tuncre's aiwere the mince. Often without the exeact 1Aformation

ge to the location of the unite-they're golrn: to, witnout sufficlent

mase snd wlthout lignts, tnese men have a great responslblility rlaced
=1 on tneir shouiders. During their "rest period" they perturm lst Echelon
Maintensnce on thelir vehicles and wearons. lhe trucks havé};o be rerdy
to go - whether it'e to tai.e & bunch of "ch-gacee“ to en aucient movie
in the rear area or io taxe 75mm emmuniticn tu a tenk engsgln: a Jerry
SP on the frunt lines.

The Maintenance Platoon i1s ot tremendous value to the tank batt-

B e eee
-
elion inaemuch ae 1t le zieced as close ag posslbic Tu the gighting
P

= units and yetv put vut a isrge volume ot maintenance. Keewing close

i cneck with the copanies in the line they can evacuste vehicles which

b

- sre cscsualtles with rap»idity snd have then back in'the l1ine without

confusion and delay. Besides reseiring and maintaininz the track and

A W v
'

vheel vehicles of the hattallion they coneult and discuss with higuer

headquerters, modivications. wiich would be of vaiue to the uvnit. At

AL
\ \\
\wa_*

8 very recent date they asdded a modivication tu the Medium Tank which

o '

_ -z will be a hely when they battle 1t out with a Panther or Tiger in
T 4 the future. ' |
’ ?: The Supply Section which »robably has the moet headachee and gets

- o j

- é the most "reamings" have to be on their toes to prucure. the best:food,

v

-0“\ : ¢

clothing end equisment nossible. They know ho%Ra "tanker'e" face will
-2 - -'
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béam when he gete a hox of 10 in 1 ratione inetead of the not so taaty
"Cﬁ tvee. Gettin- thiat extra salr of "lon; Jonne" to tne boye us front
ae the weatner ete colder, not only hel:e tne morele of the troogse but
thelr fi-satinc effickency 28 well, Keering a battalion up to T/BA in
the thousande of iteme that are 1n a tank battaligsn ie aéimost like
keerins a handful of marbles on s slauting table bnt 1t'e done snd Carnt
FRED L. SCIIMIDT, PO 354, VERDEKN, CKLA., 1t Juet the guy who can do 1t.
So altuough the frontline troops have the priorily on the rotation
lists, furlough liete, rest camp liste or wnat not, which are truly
deserved, the Service Comapny or s Tank Battalion plays & major role

in the fizht. You dun't hear much sbout them but they're there-- »lugging

away.

Submitted by: S/Sazt Travis F. Widener “r.
5-2 Bection, 756th Tank Bn.
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’.wiTé THE THIRD INFANTRY DIVISION IN FRANCE, 25 October 1944, '
Crl. Ed Farley, RFD #2, Box 15, MORGANFILLD, KY., ie one "tanker"

- with the Third Divielon wnho bellever that there migiit te & ne jood
Kravte. "They could nsve e.ct me 1 they had wauted to, but for some
reason they didn't," he eaid. Here 1e the story: Cpl Ferley'es tank was
ordered up arcund 2 hend o1 8 rced to help the Infatry knock out sonme
mac..ino sune which were holdin. them uy. He wae told to be careful where
he fired bhecsevse there were smme friendly trooes near the machine guns.

x: The Corrorsl rasred on the word to Gunner Pvt., Fhilllip Rodriquez or

A
o b

ﬁﬂﬂb#l, Box 156, FORT MORGAN, coﬁo. Rodriquez took careful elm after
the tank got into position and checked two or three times to be sure
that he was alming the gun at a safe place. At laet he fired. Almoet as
soon ge his round went out sn answer came back in theform of en auti-
te.k ehell., "We're hit!" yelled Pvt. Rodriquez. "Are we?" ssked Cpl
Farley. About that time bow gunner Pvt. Georze 1. Desmett yelled up that
the driver had been wounded. "C4n he make it out?" asked Farley. "I |
think so," eaid Desmett. Then gll the men etarted to get out. Machine
gun bullets rattled off the tank and overhead but the men had good

luck aid none of them were hit. "It was pretty thick with bullets,"\
eald Loeder Pvt. Paul H. Kreuziger of 515N. 8th St., WATERTOWK, WISC.,
"and maybe I was lucky to get a boost out of the tank." Pvt. Kreuziger
was réferring to the second rouvnd of AT fire which smacked into the
tank 2.d lifted him out and set him down sbout fifteen feet to the £ide
of the ta.k. "It lifted him out all rizht," said Lt. V.L. Kandle of the
Infantry who observed the maﬁeuver, "But the strarge part or it is that
hie hair w&s on fire." The lieutenant shook his head. "A -very unusuai

" sight," he gaid. | |

C»l Farley turned aroundfwhen the second round hit the tank and

looked back at 1it. He hgdtgot about thirty yerds awasy by thsttime. He

saw that a little fire was coming out § the turret, but more important
-1 -
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he eraw tnat the drlver wae etilil there. lle ran on beck aud hall Lifted
tiae intured man owt. He naed tc bend down and ¢ick him ué_over hie eghoul-
der hefcre he corld leave the glznht ¢f the tank. He did tule and carried
the man ahont Ffifty yarde down tae road without a single Kraut macnine
“un overin: up, even though a moment before they had mepsered the spot.
"So maybe trere are some good Krante" eaid Cpl Farley later on, "anyway
the next time I hit & Krauttank I'll g.ve the men in it every chance

to get sway."

At lagst ~=e--- a2 gentieman's war!

Submitted by S/8zt Travis F. Widener
B-2 Sectipgn, 756th Tank Bn.
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Cel John J. Witvlski, Rogers City, Michigam; Pvt. Arvid Berg, Lakota, i

- Kirkland, West Bourne, Tennesee, were praced on & road block where 1t

.V . “ ,I;v“ Jromy
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' NITH THE THIRD DIVISION IN FRANCE, October 31, 1944.

Ordinserily tank men have high regard‘ror their periecopic sights.
But to Cpl. Georse W, idnnick, Jr. of Hicksville, Long.IeLand. New York,
the device 1s literally a psin 1n the necr. Deeply lapressed by s series
of imcoming tree burstis, the cérporal leaped into hie tureet to get
away from i1t all. Meamwhlle you-knuw-whet broke loose. A burst knocked
a frasment.of tpee trunk about 3U feet lonz and a fot in diameter onto
the tank. The outer periscope gouv & terrlific whack.and peesed 1t 1inelde.
the tank where it vibrsted vigorously against Minnick's orow. Did he
'get a headache? Are you Biddin'?

WITH THE THIRD DIVISION IN FRANCE.

Pvt. lousi J. Jewell, Clinton, Iows, a cannon loasder in a tank - 'aag
company, emergzed from his turret the other morning to stretch and othéf—ﬁ?
wise greet what they call SBunrise-in-the-Vosges. Ten yards away a char—_éé
scter in a grey-green uniform was cooly aiming a Kraut bazooka at Pvt.‘f;é

i

Jewell's steel fortrese. Quicker than you can say"Demobilization! I loveﬂ?

you," Jewell dived for hie turret .30 cal and began spraying. Loosing
hie nerve, the Kraut dropped his bazooka;and took off -- for about fivé

yards. This ain't mo movie, so Pvt. Jewell did not light a Fleetwood

and resume stretching.

WITH THE.THIRD DiVISION IN ERANCE, 31 October 1944,
Another Krauvt bazooka story comee from tne same tank outfit. This

tank snd crew, consisting of Szt. Williaa B. Toler, Parie, Ternessee,
K. Dskota; Pvt. Swan Swanson, Jr., Omasha, Nebraska; and Pvt. Clifford S‘
was supposed ﬁo be real quiet-like; Along after midnight Pvt. Berg,

on guard at the time, crawle under the tank to arouse his buddies.

o1l
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Bigger thnan corned msork loaf, 1t ie a strol of Herrenvolk, coming fram
the reasr, and lookins for Shermans. How do they know? Because, Dopey,
one rocket suell -oes E-r-r-ang and emsehee s nearby tree. The second,
even closer, strikee the bank benlnd ttem. [he Lhlre -- pase me the
prayerbook -- swmascke the tank's reer idler, but you don't have to

8to: readins; the third 1e 8 4dvd., Otherwise, who'd be around to tell
the story? Another tank, probably carled The Green Hornet, macuine-

gunned the patrol as.d wounded four. The remalinder corped a sneask, snd

Why not?
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WITH THE THIRD INFANTRY DIVIBION OF IE SEVENTI ARMY, FRANCE. (Otra?,
When 8 tank 1o hit hy an AT gun, it's ucually S8OP for the crew=-

those who can---to take ol like thst blg Aetor-bird you're slways hear-

.inc ahcut. For, not only sre tnere cver 15C zallone of high octane in

et g

afternnon, .rooking for a m2ce tu park nesr lne movies,

a Bherman, but, Brother, you csrry enough ex iosives to sugdlLy thot
Centrsl P¥r. demonetration in New York tor & courle of mestinews.

Thies Dave McConashe’, a T/4 tank driver, who used to drsw his
ratione gt 2 BENNET PLACE, PITTSE 'RGH, PA, muet not reed thé manuals,
McCongghey, himseif a eny eort of gy, wont dell the story, but his
buddy, Cri. Edward Ferreil, 9 EMERELD ST., BROOKLINE, MASS., glves the
detailehin the company CP.

"We're movinz down the roasd to atteck, unbuttoned, because there's
dogziee Just shesd end everything 1s quiet. Then two AT gqns--pervgct
cemouflage--open up at ve at sbout 40V yards. They let the doggies go
through to walt for us, the dirfy go-and-eo's. The gun to the front
sﬁacks un with the first round, neer the ventllator, and ricochete to
blow the eseistant driver's hatch right off. Being tank commander, 1
glve everycne "Hit the road" over the lnterpnone. Me, and the cannoneer
(Bvt. Louls H. Bergheger, 12l SALISERY ST., ST. LCUIS, MO.) and radio
oz»erastor, (Pvt. Melesclo Martinez, GEN. DﬁLIVERI, KARWES CITY, TEXAS);
take off. In the ditch we meet Whiting,(PFC. Lyie Whiting, FORT JONES,
CAL.) but no Dave. 1'm thirkinz maydbe he's hurt when the tank etarts
to back uxr. The two zuns o;eh up agein. Thie time a sheil goee through
tne turret--e£0 hard thet the turret tock fiiee off ard hite tnig-----

dove in the Eack. But ics he bothered? Nu, he's in Pitteburgn uvn a Supgay

------ ", but he backs

"We yelL," Get out ul that tank, yuu crazy
g0 Wild throw=# <

5=

elowry down the road 300 yards, end those two Kraut guns

ing everything they've got."
-1 -
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Furrél jerks his thumb at McConsghey. "4ell, there hn'il iﬁili‘ﬁ
wuslking sround smoking Bheleeas and drinking powdered cotiee. He turn- :Eg
od that tank around by s fsrmhouse--where some mortsrs chimed in--and 'Eﬁ
drove it wack to aesembly sres with two hoies in 1t. Told the oaptain -
1t wee pretty rugged up shead. Thet's my boy." he finished. ‘- o o
McConoghey stood up eud grevbed Farrel's arm. "Come on, Vindy;" ,

he said. "We gotta ges up." _ o ;if
Just betore McConaghey literally drasged him out the. door, rarrol 5

let go with," Ssy, you might tell'em that this is the third tank ‘

McConsghey'e hed knocked frum under him."
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| COMFIDENTIAL

CCMVANDER'S NARRATIVE

766th Tank Battalion

September 1-=3C, 1944

I. SULMARY OF OF3RATIONS

September 1. The Battalion, less Company D, was located three miles
east of N¥ONIKLIYAR, FRANQE, not engaged in aotion, The day wss spent in main-
tenpuce of vehiolew and arms, Company D, n.ttac‘-xed to 3rd Reconnaissance Troop,

moved to the vicinity of CORINI.

September 2. The Battalion, less Company D, moved at 0500B, enroute to
VOIROY. When I arrived at VCIRON in advance of the oolumn, I was met by our
billeting officer, who informed me that plans had been ochanged and we were to
advance to the vicinity of ST, HILATRE de BREN3, The Battalion slosed in that
vicinity approximately at 1845B. After contacting Headgquarters, Third Infantry
Division, I was informed that a further advance was contemplated, but in
view of the late hour and heavy rain, our further advance was postponsd until
next day. Neantime Company D moved to the vicinity of A'BERIEU.

Septembsr 3. The Bettalion moved to the vieiaity of LAGVIZU. At 12008
Cozpany A was attached to the 7th Infantry Regimeat, Company B was attached to
the 15th Infantry Reciment, Company C remaincd under bettalion certrel as re-
serve. Company D meved to ths vicinity of PLAINOISEAU, Compamy A moved with
the 7th Infantry to the vicinity of PLAINCISEAU and Company B moved with th
15th Infantry to the vioinity of CROTEIAY. -

September 4., The Battalion, less A, B and D Companies, moved to the

vicinity of Le FIED, Company A moved to POLIGNY, as did Company D, Company B

moved to the vicinity of PAGKOZ. At 2000B, Company C was attached to the 30th
Infentry Regiment end established road blocks near LONS-Le=-SAUNIER.

September 5. The Battalion CP moved to MARNCZ,  Company A, supporting
the action of the 7th Infantry toward CFCUZEL, lost one tank to AT fire ir the
vicinity of BEURE, Casualties: one enlisted man killed; one wounded. Company B
and Company D moved to the vicinity of QUINGEZY, Company C set up road blocks
in ths vicinity of MCUCHARD ancd SALINS-Les-BAINS. :

September 6. Company 3 movsed to the vicinity of MEREY SOUS MO.TRAND with
the 15th Infantry. Company A supported the 7th Infantry in the viecinity of
TSANCON, bringing fire on enewy vehicles on Fighways 57 and €7, destroying

some vehicles ard personnel end denying the enemy the use of these roads. Company

C, supporting the 30th Infantry, moved east and northeast of BESANCCN and fired
at enermy vehicles and personnel on Highway 73. The Battalion CP moved to the

vicinity of TARCENAY.

September 7. Company A continued to support the attack of the 7th In-
fantry on BISAICO:. Company C supported the attack of the 30th Infantry on
the. south and east of BESAKCON, meeting stro r981etance in the v1c1nity of the

-1-
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"Citadel", "ne tank was lost o bazooks fire. = Tne killed, two wounded.

September 8. The Zattalion moved north of B33ANCON, supporting the at-
tack to the rorth, Com=any - 'ost one tank to bazooka fire and Compsny D lost
one li;nt tank to ertillery fire, = One killed, seven wounded.

Saptember 3. The attack continued, Company A moving to RIOZ via RIGNEY
ard Company C movinz via MONCBY to the vicinity of RIOZ.

September 10, The advance pushed on to the vicinity of LOULASS. Company
3 1qst one tank to AT fire, - One killed, two.wounded (one officer). Company
D dontinued reconnaissance missions in the vicinity of MONTBOZON and MONTARLOT.

September 11, Company A advanced acainst opposition to the vicinity of
FILAIY and BAS Du VAUX, Company B met strong resistance along Bighway 57, los-
ing one tank to AT fire., - One officer wounded, four enlisted men wounded. A
column of snemy vchicles was fired on, and several destroyed. Campany C moved
to the vicinity of FONDREI'AND. Company D reoonnoitered in the vicinity of
AUDELARRAT, DAMPIERRE and VY les FILAIN.

September 12. Company A supported the infantry in clearing enemy from
Le GRAND BOIS de DAMPIERRE and oapturing NOROY Le BOURG. Enemy convoys on roads
in the vicinity of Les BuLLES BARAQUES were fired on. Company 2 supported the

©.15th Infantry in the capture of VESOUL, From positions on kich ground near

VESOUL, they fired on enemy convoys, destroyinz considerable materiel. Onme
tank was knocked out by AT fire. Five machine gun nests were destroyed in town,

Company C moved to the vicinity of MONTBOZOXN.

1st Platoon of Company D contacted the enemy at QINGEY and captured thir-
teen prisoners. Enemy convoys were fired on and vehicles were knocked out. The
2nd Platoon contacted the eneny in FROTEY Les VESOUL, killing four and cepturing
twelve. The 3rd Platoon was unsuccessful in an essault on PRESLE receiving AT,

mortar and heavy artillery fire,

September 13, Compary A attacked Hill 430. One tank destroyed by a mine,

one by bazooka. = One mar wounded. Company B kmocked out enery MG's in the vieci- .

nity of COLOM3OITE and VELLEKIX¥FROY. Eneny convoy was fired on in the vicinity
of SAULX de VESOUL. One tank knocked out by S/P fire -- two men wounded by
mortar fire. Company C advanced to the vicinity of ESPRELS and VALLENOIS Le

B2IS.

Eompany D cortinued reconnaissance in the vicinity of COLO!BIER, MOVCEY,
C”LOMBOTTE and CERRE Les MNOROY,

September 14. Company A advanced through MONTJUSTEN and ARPENANS toward
GOUHENANS and VY Les LCRE. Coampany B advanced toward MCLIANS and GENEVREUILLE,
meeting strong ovposition at GENEVREUILLE. - Company C established road blocks
in the vicinity of LIEVANS. Company D contacted the 36th Infantry Division
and recon.noitered the vicinity of L4 GRANGE.

September 15, Company & advanced with the -infantry into Les AYNANS and

LA CRANGE DU VAURE. Company B attacked ADELANWS and CITERS. One tank knocked

out by AT fire. - One killed, three wounded. bompany C advanced to ATLLEVANS,

o (:MHBEW,

-
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Ahilea 5n recornalssance n2ar STLLAFAMS, tanks of Comnary D fournd tha 3rd Bat-
talion, 180th Infartry Reriment pinned down by enamy fire. Thre tanzs laid down
fire o0 enable the infantry to withdraw and evacuate wounded,

Septamber 16. Comrany A advanced into V¥ L8S LURS. One tank disabled
by wine. The J-mpany Commaiiiar and one enlisted mar wero killed by a miue
whilo on reconuaissance near Y LE®S LURE. One enlisted man wounded., Coupany
3 a’vanced inte LI'RE with the 15th Infantry. One nlatoon leader went out with
an infantry captain on reconnaissance in a 1/@ ton truck. The truck did not
return. Company C move~ to the vicinity of RIGNOVELLE and prepared to attack
RADDON. Compary D remainsd on road blocks near VILLAFANES.

September 17. Company A succeeded in fording the river and set up road
block rear ATHESANS. Road blocks were also sst up near VOUHENANS and LURE,
Company B maintained road bleeks near LURE. Company C advanced with the 30th
Infantry into RADDON. Company D moved to viecinity of CITERS, *

September 18. Company assembled near VY LES LURE to perform maintenance.

Comrany B advanced to ST. GERMAIN and set up road blocks. Company C advenoed
to Les ARMONTS and BRENCHUITE and BELMCNT, Compsny D rumdined near CITERS,

September 19. Company A moved to the vicinity of AMAGE, PAUCOGNEY, and
ST. BRESSON. ¥o enemy encountered. Company B maintained road blocks. Company
C remained in the vicinity of BELMONT. Company D moved to FAUCOGNEY.

September 20. Comvany A fired on enemy convoy in the vicinity of 152304;
destroyed AT gun, several towed artillery pieces and Yilled several enemy.
Company A moved intc STE. MARIE CHANCIS and EFFRENEY, Compsany B was relieved
by French troops and moved into Division Reserve with the 15th Infantry. Com-
pany C sent one platoon to LA VCIVRE. Company D recomnoitered toward MELAY and
TVCUHEY., One tark was lost to a mine near MELAY. - One man wounded.

Septémber 21. 1st Platoon of Comnany A engazed in a fire fignt in the
vicinity of 152304. Ar air burst killed the platcon leader and one man. Another
nan was wonwcded. One tank lost- bogged down with a thrown track in very hilly
country. Com-ay B move? to the vicinity of RADDCV. Company C meintained its
positions with the 30th Irnfantry in the vicinity of LELAY and LA VOCIVRE. One
platoon of Company D established road block in the vicinity of ECROMAGNY.

~ September 22. The 3rd Platoon of Companmy A fired on enemy convoy north-
east of LA CRCSLIERE, Several enemy artillery pieces were destroyed., Company B
remained in —osition. Compeny C esteblished road blocks north of FAUCOGBNEY., The
road ahread was nined and had to be cleared befores further advance could be made.
Company D established road blocks to protect risht flank of the 30th Infantry,

. September 23. Ore platoon of Company B moved to FAUCOGNEY. One platoon
of Company C moved slowly with supported infantry, north from FAUCCGNEY, reaching
LA LCOWGINE and CORRAVILLERS - Le -~ PLAIN. Company A took up positions to cover
the roads in the vicinity of CORRAVILLERS - Le - PLAIN and Hill 753 (190315).
Compary D continued to screen right flank of the 30th Infantry.

0T
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S~ctambar 24, Commany A 1:1m16tad the 7th Infantry in cartrring zround
in tha vicinit; of Lo "AUTNO™ and Ly ROSTHE, 150 rounds of 75mm were fired
from Jill 719 at enemy vablcles o main highway. Jcmrany 3 “malntained its.
posftions, vG'ﬂt\a"\y C was unable t7 advance rcrth from UORIAVILLER3 on secount
of mined rrads. Jomneny D was relieved from its screening mission and asssmbled

at FAU'COIGMEY,

Septernter 25. Companr A crossed the » 3ILLE RTYVIR with the 7th Infantry
ard fired on eneny in the vicinity of VECOUX aud RUPT@GUR=VOSELLE. Company B
renaired in -osition with the 15th ITnfantry. Company C, unahble to advance
through LACYSIE because of mined roads. bocgy terrain and AT fire.

Sgptember 26, The 1lst Platoon of Com any A supported an attack on
FRANOUD. The remainder of th: compa-y remained near RUPT-SUR-MOSELLE. Company
B. moved to the viocinity of ST, AMES. Company C remained in position.

September 27. The 3rd Platoon .of Company A moved northeast fram RUPT
and assisted the infantry in clearing a road tlock. Other prlatoons remsined
in positions. Company B was unsbls to advance beydnd ST. AMES because of mines.
Company C moved to the vicinity of MOULIN., Company D atterpted to reconnoiter
east of ST. AMES, but received heavy fire and was unable to proceed,

September 28. Company A estgblished road block with 2nd platoon near
FERDRUPT. Company B moved two tanks to BEMONT. No further chances in disposi-
tions. Company C = No change. Company D = Yo change. Assault Gun Platoon
moved to the vicinity of ST. AMES, esta.blished OP and prepared supporting fires

for the 15th and 7th Infantry.

September 29, Compary A remained in positions, supporting actions of
the battalions of the 7th Infantry., Company 8 = No change. Company C moved
to the vioilnity of CELLES, Company D - No change. Assault Gun Platoon broke
up enemy counterattack in the vicinity of CREME!VILLER and VAGNEY. 329 rounds
of HE, 17 rounds smoke were expended, Numerous buildings occupied by enemy

were destroyed.

Scptember 30. Company A - Yo change., Considerable ammunition was
expended in firing on enemy concentrations in hills in the areas of the 1lst
and 2nd Sattalions of thé 7th Infantry. Company B tanks moved to support the
infantry in the hills east of ST, AiUES, - Little action. Company C moved to

. positions to support the 30th Infantry, - No action « very difficult terrain.

The Assault Gun Platoon fired 43 rounds on CRE ENVILLFER gnd VAGWEY.

ITI, STIZARY OF EVELY OPERATIONS

Enery defended approaches to BELFORT GAP. Contact gained near LA FIED on
September 4the A4s enemny moved back into the hills, he began using considerable
numbers of anti-tank mines. Enemy used few tanks, but employed oonsiderable
numbers of AT and 3/P guns. Enemy resistance stiffened as terrain grew more
Pavorable for defense, and artillery fire increased in intensity.
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WII, SITUATIOY AT 5N COF PERICD

Companias were attached U5 regiments aloun: a jencral line CLEURY-ST. AMES,
1000 yards west of VASNEY - T-RDRUPT. Enemy resistance was very strons and
the slightest ~ov-ment by armer brought down severe artillery fire, The terrain
was totally unsuited for armored operation, being hilly and heavily wooded, and
rain-soakecd. A4ll roads were bleootved and mined. The Assault Gun Platoon was
firing artiller; concentrations in support of the 15th Infantry, and was
orecitad with brsaking up ons counter-attack.

IV, GTATUS OF PERSONNEL AND MATEXIEL

a. PERSONNEL

7/0 A8S IGNED
Officers 39 41
Warrant Officers .3 3
. Enlisted ilen 684 724 . o
b. VATERIEL
7 Fit in  Fit'in

. Runners 24 hrs 48 hrs Ord Total Short
Medium Tenks 46 2 1 2 51 3
Light Tanks ¢ 1 15 2
M4A3 - 105mm 5 | 6 0
1/4 Ton Trucks 21 21 2 -
2 1/2 Ton Trucks 38 ) 1 39 0 -

V. COMMENTS AND LESSONS LEARNED

During the period, the operations varied from pursuit over fairly good

.tenk terrain in good weather, to a fairly stabilized situation in wvery hilly

and wooded country in rainy weathér. The utility of armor was sharply curtailed
by the conditions at the close of the period. Preparations were made to employ
the tarks as reinforcing artillery should conditions forbid their use in their
primary role, and the Assault 3un Platoon was thus engaged.

Since the Battalion was fizhtinz in small groups, initiative on the part
of platoon lesders was demanded, and the distinction between good platoon lead-
ers and mediocre ones was clearly marked, I believe that additional training

- of platoon leaders in supporting infantry is necessary, since the burden falls

on their shoulders when conditions force decentralization of command,

Replacements continue to be poorly trained. Approxirately 50% of re-
placements have to be traired for their jobs after bteing received. These men
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have latl from ten days t» two vmoks traliing in their jobs, but ars not qualified
to enter combat without additicnal traininge This imposes an umwarranted handie-

S e e s s e s g & e

cap on a unit whrich 1s completely encaged in combat, The classification of
"Armored Force" is too lcase. An armercd iafantryman cauanot be made into a
tank driver any fester than a rensral replacement, Yet, we continue to receive
"Armcred Force" replscements from non-tank elements who have had 1ittle or

no trainin; in tanka, Truck drivers are classified as tank drivers, One first
sergeant was roceived as a tank driver, If the prospective replacercents were
interviewsd by a qualified and oonscienticus offlcer before being sent out,

such errors might be svoided.

GLEMW F, ROG
Lt. Col., Cavalry,
Commanding.
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- WITH THE THIRD INFAL Y DIVISICK IN FRANCE, 14 . steber 1944,

,_* .

A In these days of rapid movement the Hypaa:xng of a German ltrong- B
woint 1e = fairly commo.»lace svent, dut rarely does the deetruction of :
of'e etronceoint rrovide euch sn interesting etory. of cooperation amon‘!ﬁé
the forces fighting the German Wermacht. N

After one of hie Tank Commanders wae wounded, Lt. RALPH L.:HANSOQ*\(

Herrman of RFD 1, SPRING VALLEY, ILLINOIB, and Pvt. Uilllam'ﬁ

of 966 Jordon St1, BREVARD, N.C. obeyed their Company Commahdn
‘pulled their steel buggy to a halt near s 1ittle village wnich

paazed through by the sdvencing forces @ few hours esrlier. Gratf

wearing the brassard of the FFI, came up to the tank Thetiro 'Qaﬁﬁod

wind.
"Phere'e some Kraute in that house. over there on the side’
hili," said the lieutenant, pointipg at a etune bullding edﬁe hﬁndrad

yards off the main road. "They want you to helip them out witn your tank

becguse the Germane have got scme automatic weapons.

"Gee, lieutenant,” sald Corporal Jacobson doubtful;y,

hely alright but we'are short our tank commander a.d 8 tank e

“withovt it's whole crew."

The lieutenant looked at the Patriots who were reetleeely
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the tark and tnen the houee they wanted to sttock. In smoment tne

lieute:ant svoke aga.n. "Hell, he said, "Do you think I could be the Tank

Commander?"

"Sure, ea.d T/5 McCongghey, "We could teach you what you need to
know in a few minutes.”

"Sold," eaid the Lieutenant, emiling, "Wait'ili I tell ‘em."

"Better let 'em know that they've got to come along as our flank
srotection," put in Pvt, Giilesmie, "the Frauts might have some bazookas
snd they cen do ve a lot of harm."

"Right, ssidthe Lieutenant, "You get everything set here and I'll
go over the plén of attack with their leader.

The tank men climbed back in their tenk as the groums of FFI men

. clustered around the American Lieutenaht to receive:their ordsers. In his

best high school learned French snd with aid of many gestures the lieu-
tenant gave them the plan or attack. .

In a few minutes he climbed up in the turret of the Tenk and Cpl.
Jacobson and Pvt. Herrman showed him how the inter-shone communication
syetem worked and where he was to etay.

"You drivé the thing the way you know best," saild the lieutenant
to T/5 McConaghey, "I'll juet ride in the damn thing." He turned to Cpl.
Jacobeon. "I'll just tell you if I esee anyphing~to ghoot at, I dcn't know
how to give the fire order proserly." He asked each man in the crew if

they were ready, snd getting affirmative anewers from all, he glauced at

his watch end eald, "Let's go." .
The attack was one like the. text book ordered. The tank moved forward

taking full advantage of cover that the terrain offered and the FTI movad

]

along at the flaults. When the tank was in good positlion to Iire 1t

grinded to hslt and welted. In a moment s group of the FFI exposed them-

pelves for an instant to the house. There wee 8 quick rat-tat-tatiqf a

~
B
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" sure be mad if we're not parked wheee he egid!"

“Jerman "Bquirt" gun, Hut it wae not quick enoush. The lieutenant in the

Tank ohserved the fire and cslled out, "There sre Krsute sllright. Knock
the demn houee down." ‘he Corporsl needed no furtzer orders sud he put
three tshote from hie 75 in the window of the downeteirs. Before he could .
ehoot any more he hesrd the excitéd volce of Pvt. 3illesple, the bow-guhn-
er, over the inter-phone. "They're running ewey." he shouted as he opened
up on them with hie mscuine gun. At tnie point the detachment of tgq_gnoq¢§
mighty Wermacht hed haed enough. Before the big 75 could rireilnotheéiihbt
they etoyped, threw up their arme, and surrendered to the FF1 vho had
rapidly cloeed in when the tank began it's rire.

"Well," eald the lieutenent ae he climbed down from the turret,

"Looke 1like we did sll right. Thenke for the buggy ride." *%;fo Y

"Sure, Lieutenant,". enswered T/5 McConegney, "Any time at a1¢."‘

"We better get back," eaid Cpl. Jacobeon, 'the Com’any Commandér’ 11

Suhmitted by s/Sgt Travie F. Widener Jr.

y ' ' S-2 Sect, 736th T¥fik Bn. - .;i. g
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-when he found thgt.the Tenk hed fired nearly 100 rounde or ammunition.

'ACHUSETTS, indicsted thet he had been kest busy too, when it was ais-

.prisonere that the attach had netted Quipped Lt. ZUSSMAN, "Next tlne

- W r oy

WITH THE THIRD DIVI. .ON IN FRANCE. 17 Septembec: .%44,
Once in s while the ever footeore Infantry get sn opportunity to
emile st scme othere who don't neually fizht the war g0 cloee to the
gronnd. On euch occaelon wee tre entry and freein of the village of
NMORCY LE BCUR3. 2d4. Lt. RAYMOND ZN'SSMAN, who lives st 2718 Sturdevant
St., DETROIT, “ICUYIGAN, who 1s 3 Tank Flatoon Leader in the bsttslicn

attgched to the Division, nsd the tnfortunste experience of hsving his

,tank "Conk" ‘ont on him due to a mechsanical failure s few miles short

of the objective. Not wishing to delay the attack unnecoecarily. the
lieutenant took to the ground and led hies other Generel Shermen into

~ town on foot'Nymed with only & "Tommy" gun inetead of & 75 miliimeter
- and geveral lnches of steel. The ténk dommanded by 8gt. Thomas Pat!b-

Carthy, 84th Bell Bt., Rosebank, STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK, did some
excellent shooting. The lieutensnt mointed out tergete or fired a buret
from hie "Tommy" gun to indicate the torgets. Gunner Cpi. Theodore
Coller, Route 1, BLENWOOD SPRINGB, COLORAbO, poured some 75 et the ir-
dicated erot. Losder PFC Eari H. Bowles, ALEXANDRIA BAY, NEW YORK,

later e£aid that he was "aes buey as & cozl etoker in s etesmboat race"
Bow Machine Gunmrer Pvt. Calvin K, Eaton, Rings Corner, AMESBURY, MASS-

covered.that he fired close to 7000 rounds of tnirty calibor at th.

"Krsute" who souzht escede. Meanwhile Lt. - ZUSSMAN had shot up fourtoen ‘
clipe of ”Tommg -gyn-emmunition, lever T/5 Espiridion Culllen, Box 1746

BROWhSVILLE, TEXAS, only had one complaint He =eid, "Hell, with the
lieutenant out on foot he thinkg the tank's prewar New York hack on a

i

Ssturday nicht!
_The Infsztry had little time to glost about the watking "t‘nk'rﬁﬁs

becauce they were busy "wolishing up" the one hundrqg and fifty ';

3

I go for a waik, I'li bring a horse'" |

i [T S - 2
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WITH TUE THIRD INFALTRY DIVISION IN FRANCE, September 17, 1944,
ferha: 8 one 0f the bert exam lerc of the verestility of the Ameri-

‘eon weezone wae demonctreted the other dsy by rvt. Jecorge D. Wallace,
AFD #1, SUITHFIELD, LURTH CARCLI!IA, s member of the Tank 3sttslion which
is sttiached tu the division., The tank in which Fvt., Wsliace had been
nit by a German snti-tenk gun on tihe outskirte ovf the Frenchlvilxase'
of SAUIX D= VESOUL. The other membere of the crew, Cp»l. Aleiandor L.
Huffman, RFD #1, CONNELLY BPRINGS, NOETH CAROLIKA; T/5 Niocnholos P.
Motto, 1403 N. 20th Ave., MELROSE FARK, IL.INOIS; and Pvt. Max M. Wrie-
tal, 2321 Kroos Court, SHEBOYGEN, WIBCONSIN, hsd busied themlelvtl Iir-
; ing at the enkpers who were near the tuwn. Pvt. Walilace was diaaatiatied
with the recvite of the small srme fire so he got back in the- tnnk. .
loeded the 75 millimeter tank guvn and did esome heavy caliber sniping. A
This wae sufficient for the harried Kreuts. Theyﬂbroke and ran up in
the hllls. Since the tank wse disabled Pvt. Walisace could not shoot
his tsnk gun anymore,ithue, he picked ur hie "Tommy" gun and at a dia-
tance of 100uU yerds he fired using indirect fire methods at the Gprmanl.
(Normslly the “Tommy gun 1s not fired uver the range of 200 yards.)
They ecattered. Said Pvt. Wallace: "The Germans have been talking about

our ecutometic artillery fire for a long time. I thougat I'd let them

know that we've got it."

Submitted dby: S/Sgt Travis F. Widensr Jr.
S5-2 Section, 756th Tank Bn.
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b AL JRY 2IVISICN 10 FRALCE, Sepvenher 22, oY44,
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There r~re Clent ol ruorles Luli ol how the .S, wnll uves turousn

»

ce 1te 1onL we voer, Indian arrows, ~ni noniite rut 1t leu't Cenersity
: £ me surt of sturloe could bc tela an;ut alle:ilCua BUL-
%¥iere' ~@pr enveio-es, Firet Sst. Alvin hvez from &FD #4, =LK CI.Z,
CKLAIONA, can teetlfy thet the pay dav can oe g pretty serious problem.
Zhe other day tnae First Szt. wae hel.in- ale Company Commander, Camst.
David D. Redle ol 525 E. Heeld St., SIERIDAN, WYOMING, sy hle men who
were wildely escattered on verioue roed-bliocke in the &iwlelon sector.
While the C:=ptain wes payinz the bulk of the pletoon of 4Lt. William

R. Engfer, 2845 Oakisaud Ave., MINNEAPCLIS, MINN., he 1nstructed‘tne;§hf;
tc go on down to the last tank which was the furthest one forward. The
Szt. dutifuliy csrried the pay envelopee tc the tankere, who were T/4
Eerl W, Cunringham, RPD 1, GREAT FALLS, MCNTANA: CplL. George W. Minnick
Jr, RFD 1, Stewert Ave., HICEKSVILLE, L.I., L'EN YORK; FFC Frencle Payne,
RFD 4, DEXTER, kC.; Bvt. Merrill L. Moor, 5115 Clinton St., LOSANGELES,
CALIF. Juet ae Szt. Nuez came abreast tne General Snerman tank & couple
of snipers in a rearby fleid orened up. So the Szt. and tne crew crouche
on the frierdly eide of the tank whilie the tranesection wes in progress.
After the money wee delivered the crew took csre of the offending
enirers enéd the Sct. returned to Cepnt. Redle erd Lt. Ergfer.

M"That," quipped the Sgt., "was tne 'wayoff'l"

Submitted by: S/5zt lravis F. Widerer Jr.
S-2 Section, 7556tn fank Bn.


http:riider.er

et

0 matm e gy, - A

YIT!. TiE T5IRD 1.FA IRY CI 7ISICH I FuA.CL, 8e .tenber 25, L1344,
A cremotl-n 10 Lie fleld te too rudl of Lecond bLleutcnart had heesn
the reverd ol severa!l Zeservin- e Lllete. wer in the [ Ard Divicgion 24

Laelir attacanerte., A L iczl etory oif rsuc: 2 .romolion 1c tast 2f 2nd

LPRNY

£y

LU, ARTHEUR F. RICEYER ¢f 435 Lereside Ave., SEATTLE, WASH. Lt. RICiLkR,

wiille weerl:~ the etrir-es of 2 tliret Serge-..L, led g ;lstocn of lignt
tani-e from tne “encn of the Rlviers lendins, up the long run of the
RECNE wiver vslley, through BESANCCN end FESOUL to the MUSELLE river,
ard durins thle time hie platoon accounted for the gurrénder of over
two hundred "Krauts" and the deetruction or cssture of thirty vehicies.
Tne nrmhcr of Jerman soldiers who died for Der Fuerher urder the guns
of Ex-1st Szt. RICHTER ie suesrected to be well overone hundred.

One day when 8gt. Richter wee navirg & mild dsy of hoidiu e rosd-
hlock against e roseible enemy counter attack hie Company Commander,
let Lt. ROBERT F. KREMER of 1876 Eleanor Ave., ST. PAUL, MINN. ceme
ovt to hie tank and ordered him to turn the plLatoon over to tie next
rankinz non-commiseioned Officer while the "ewezrins in" ceremony took
rlace. Ineside an hour Sct. Richter wse wesrlig a rfalr of shining ‘gold
zare srd recelvirz corsretulatione fram nis fellow officers. Before

enother hovr was uz 2nd. ~t. RICHTER wes ;ut back to wpk. Els new Job?

Vou guesced it--Pletoon Leazder of his old L1f:ht tank :siatoon.

Submitted by: £&/Scst. Trzvis F. Widener Jr.

S-Z Section, 736th Tank 3Bn.
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WITH THE T7)IRD DI 'ISION IN FRANCE, Sertember 20, 1944,

Enemy anti-tark cnre are one of the chle! neodecties sud worrled
cf Lhe Yarls in tnle dev of modern warfare of Armor. [leced in n08-
1tione that ~Tfurd the aaximmm flelde of fire, cover snd csmouflage,
they hsve the “i7 sdvaent-~e of getillirn in the firet, snd in meny cases,
the only ronn’ fired. Such wae not the cese, however, when Bgt. Stanley
Karpinelri, 5Cl7, 5Ath Ave., Mespeth, L.I., NEW YORK, who 18 tank comm-
auder in the Tank Battallon sttached to Divielon, entered the small
village of FRALCHEVILLE, witn his tank and crew consisting of Cpl.
Robert A. Smith, 337 N. Jefferson Ave., CANUNSBURG, rA; T/5 Lildburn L;:;

Hagen, 111 Walnut St., PERRYVILLE, MO; Pvt. Edwerd V. hercell, 2208  ~
Sedegwick St., CHICA3C, ILL; end Pvt., Roy V. Pickett, 626 W. &risco,  113§
OKLAHUMA CI'Y, OKLAHUMA. Aﬂ Inreniry ecout stopsing the tank, 1nrorm§dff}
Szv. Rervincri or the srti-tsnk gun. Checxing it'se exectyloqation the{f)
led the tesnk to a previcusiy reconnoitered spou and went into aotion;;?i
Like 1ignthing, Gunner Cpl; Smitn sizcea rour "Buli'e kyes" into tne-ﬁ}f
Kraut roeition with hie v5 mililmeter bélure tne surpgrised Hitlefmen»?i
covld g8y "Pengzerkraitwagun.” Imuedistely the gun and crew ceased to
exlel ezxcert for s maés of twieted steexr g:a torn bodies.

Durin, the iittle geme of "hide and seck" & secund Kraut snti-

gun ovpenea fire oun Sgt. Kersinekl'es tenk but aue élther to tneiri}

merkemensehlp or to Just piein Americzn .uck tne tank gna crew

roour

czme thrcusn without & Beresicrn. lndeed 8 .ucky day.
2 y ¥

Submitted by: S/Sgt Travie F. WwWiaener Jr.;~'§
S-2 Section, 756th Tank Bn. .
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COMMANDER'S NARRATIVE

756th Taunk B

I. SUMMARY OF OWN OPERATIONS

At the bdeginning of the period the battalion was still attached to the .
103rd Infantry Division, whioh was a part of VI Corps. At this time the
front line was generally stabilised along the ROTHEACH and MODER Rivers and
was relatively quiet, The divisional seotor extended from appreximately
895280 to 845343 (Central EUROPE, 1/100,000; Sheet V2). The battalion re-
mained attached to the 108rd Infantry Divisioz until 3 March 1948, at whieh
time the battalion was relieved from attachment to VI Corps and 105rd Infantry
Division, and attached to the 3rd Infantry Division. For the peried 1 %o 3
March the battalion CP was looated at STEINBOURG (763189); Company & CP at
ST JEAN SAVERNE (724190), with the lst Platoon attached to the 410th Iafantry_
Regiment, and held in regimental reserve at ZUTZENDORF (864284); Cempany B
CP at ST JEAN SAVERNE (724190), with the 2nd Platoon attpched to the 400th
Infantry Regiment, being held in regimental reserve at BOUXWILLER (815248);
Company C CP at ERNOLSHEIM (743210) with the 1lst Platoon attached to the
411th Infantry Regiment, and held in regimental reserve at INGWILLER (813302);
Company D CP at ERNOLSHEIM (743210), with ihe 1st Platoom attached to Divi-
sion Hesdquarters, 103rd Infantry Division in IMBSHEIM (785224), o8 a medile
guard for division headyuarters. The Asssult Gun Platoon was attashed te
Division Artillery and subsequently attached to 928th FA Battalien, and was
in position at UTTWILLER (820278). The companies conmiuoted extenmsive driviag
instructions, and inspections of vehicles, equipment, and troops. The only
active action against the enemy was direct and indirect firiag; direot fir-
ing executed by the 1lst Platoon of Company C, the indirect fire performed
by the Assault Gun Platoon., The lst Platoon of Company C moved sut from
INGWILLER into firing positions (840532;' and fired 62 rounds of HE, harassing
fire imto the town of OFFWILLER (856345). The Assault Gun Platoon fired

108 rounds of harassing fire.

On 4 March 1945 the battalion moved under battalion oontrol inte the
Srd Infantry Division Training area by way of SAVERNE, SARREBOURG, HEMING,
MOYENVIC, CHATEAU SALINS, FRESNES, PONT-A-MOUSSON, to LIRONVILLE. Battalion
CP established at LIRONVILLE (669317), Campany A CP at ST BAUSSANT (575345),

C l-95L-mgyy

" Company B CP at MANDRES-gux-Quatre Tours (740815), Company C CP at SEICHEPREY

(575%18), Company D CP at LIMEY (684334). From 4 March to 14 March 1945,
the battalion remained in the training area and conducted extenmsive training
in driving and gunnery. Firing and driving ranges were established. Each
line campany spent more than thirty (30) hours on the two ranges. Bach com-
pany fired over a thousand rounds on the firing ranges. In both cases,
firing and driving, orew members wers rotated in order to develep the maxi-
mm mmber of drivers and gurmmers, thus providing each company with a dack-
log of each for future combat operations. In acoordance with divisiomal

_qJSECRET | Y22
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training memorandums the latter part of this period was spent in special
training for river orossings. On 10 Maroh fifty-one (51) men and five (5)
officers of Company C departed for LYON, France, to receive instruoctions in
the operation of DD tanks. This school covered the period llth and l2th of
March. Instruction wes to ocover the erection anmd lowering of the canvas,
operation of the propellers, orossing a stresm (the RHINE River), by use of
a guide lins. Due to the shortage of training equipment and movement orders
the sohool was out short by one day. Each driver and tank ocommander received
an average of ten (10) mimutes of actual training with this special equipment
with this special type of tank. During the 10th, llth and 12th of March all
tank commanders and drivers of Companies A, B and D, recéived instructions
and aotual training in loading and unlosding medium and light tanks en heavy
pontoon rafts at PARROY (168107). On 13 March the battalion prepared to
move with the division inmto the forward area of the 44th Infantry Division's
seotor, and the following attachments were made in accordance with Field
Order No. 2, Headquarters 3rd Infantry Division, dated 13 March 1945; Oom-
pany A attached to 7th Infantry Regimeat; Company B attached to 30th Infantry
Regiment; Company C attached to 165th Infantry Regiment; Company D, one pla-
toon attached to each of the three regimsuts., On the night of 13 March 1945
the battalion began the movement to the division assembly area in the 44th
Infentry Division sector; Company A moved to the vieinity of ACHEN (595617)
in the 7th Infantry Regiment assembly area; Company B moved to RAHLING (6820
438) in the 30th Infantry Regiment sector; Company C moved the evening of
the 1¢th of March to DEHLINGEN (602426); Company D moved to en area two miles
soutlwest of ACHEN and there attached one platoon to each of the three regi-
ments; Battalion CP was established at 578578, near ACHEN.

In all cases the regiments dbroke the medium ocampanies down attachimg
a platoon of tanks to each of their three battalions. The light tank platoon
attached to each regiment weas generally used on reconnaissance missions,
for supply and evacuation, or held in regimental reserve.

Company A, with one platoon attached to each battalion of the 7Tth

Infantry Regiment, jumped off in the attack at 0100A, 15 March 1945 with
two platoons in the attack and one in reserve with the lst Battalion. The
attack bogged down at 684569 when four (4) tanks were disabled by mines., v
The mine field at this point oonsisbed of anti-tank and anti-personnel .
mines, The 2nd Battalion of Tth Infantry Regiment broks through the mime
field and entered UIWEILER and was then cut off by enemy armor, At about
15304 that afternocon the Srd Battalion was oommitted, supported by the

1st Platoon of Company A. This platoon went through a gap in the mine f£i§ld
at 684569, swept west of the orest of Hill 862 and into UTMEILER, engaged the
. oepsmy armor and knooked out § Panserjaegers, $ full-traecked flskwagons, v
1 half-track, 1 truck, end 1 75mm AT gun and 1 Mark IV tank in REISWILLER, -
This attack generally broke the initial enemy defensive position in this
seotor and the next defemse line proved to be the SIEGFRIED LINE. The towns
of PEPPENKUM (Q673606), MEDELSHEIM (Q658607), ALTHEIM, MITTELBACH, HORNBACH
and ALTHORNBACH quiokly fell in succession as the regiment pushed northward
toward the SIEGFRIED LINE, By 17 March the tanks were well in the outer
defenses of the SIEGFRIED LIKE., The movement of tanks through the "Dragon's

- SECRET
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Teeth" and tetrahedrons was impossible until engineers had cleared a path
through these obstacles. Three tanks became stuck trying to megotiate the -
obstacles which were partly blown, Firing upon the cbstacles proved ineffeo-
tive, firing at the bunkers and pillboxes proved in the most part harmlesas
except to beat down enemy fire temporarily, but by placing five or sixz rounds
in the same spot on the pillboxes a penetration was obtainsd in about 60X of
the ocases. Between the 18th and 2lst of March, during which time the tanks
and infantry assaulted this lime, Company A fired approximately 23000 reunds
of 76me and 78mm, and 40,000 rounds of cal..30 ammunition. The SIBGFRIED
LINE was broken at approximately 760695 and the tanks and infuntry pushed

on through to CONTWIG (777721) on 20 March., With the bresking of the SIRG-
FRIED LINE the eneny's defense oollapsed and the towns of RIESCHWEILER (Q730-
720), MASSWEILER (Q850748), mnon‘fqoosue) and THALBRISCEWBILER (Q880740)
quiokly fell. The tank platcons still attached to the battaliens went into
an assembly area at R170980 to prepare for orossing the RHINE River. On

24 Maroh Company A moved to FRANKENTHAL and made further preparatioms for

the river orossing. The platoons reverted te ocmpany oentrol for the river
orossing, to oross on heavy pomtoon rafts, and then revert dack to their re-
spective battalions. The oressing was made at 483067; the first tank cressed
at 10004, 26 March and by the aftermoon of the 26th all $giks were aoross

the river, had joined their respective dattalions, and essisted the infantry
in clearing the ensmy from the esast bdank of the RHINE River east to 54 north-
ing. The platoons were relieved from attachment to the dattalions end es- .
sembied in regimental adsembly area at 596167, ocutside of LORSCE. From

28 March to the 3lst of March the platoons were attached to infamtry dat-
talions and moved rapidly east, olearing OBER OSTERN (M980247), and at the
olose of the period were in TRENNFURT (NOS73518) preparing to oross the MAIN

River.

Company B was attached to S0th Infantry Regiment, was broken down by
platoons and the 1lst Platoon attached to the 1lst Battalien, 2amd Platoon at-
tached to the Srd Battalion. The lst and 3rd Platoons moved out into the
attack at 0100A, 16 March fram forward assembly at Q680540. In this attack
150 rounds of 70mm was fired and 15 PW's were taken. The platoons moved to
VOLSMUESTER and were employed in blocking missions on the divisien's right
flenk. On 17 March the platoons moved into battalion assembly areas in and
around HORNBACH. The 3rd Platoon was attached to 2nd Battalien of the 30th -
Infantry Regiment which was attached to the 7th Infantry Regiment and was
employed in a defensive role. One section at 754678 and one sectien at 737-
690, The platoons with their battalicns moved over on the left of the Tth
Infantry Regiment and assaulted the SIEGFRIED LINE on 18 March. The 3rd
Platoon attached to the 2nd Battalion pushed north out of MITTELBACH, oressed
the river at 724700, and pushed on into ZWEIBRUCKEN (730720) and took up de-
fensive position to the north of town. During this action, since the Jjump-
off, the tanks of this company destroyed one battery of field guns (736734),
captured 65 enemy, destroyed 8 wheeled vehicles and essisted in cepturing an
untold number of the enemy. On 21 March ths platoons moved out in RCT 30
in the drive to the RHINE River plain; NEIDERHAUSEN, WALILHALBEN, HERMERSBERG,
SCHOPP, MOLSCHBACH, LAMBRECHT, NEUSTADT, BOBENHEIM-am-berg and KLEINKARSBACH
were ocloared of the ememy. On the 235rd Of March the Platoens moved inte a
regimental sssembly ares near EISENBERG (255064) and made preparations to

- SERET
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support the infantry in orossing the RHINE River. On 24 March Company B
moved under company control to OFFSTRIN (3635121) and spent the next day
making preparations to cross the RHINE River in the vioinity of WORMS.
During the evening of the 25th the platoons moved into an assembly area at
452139 in WORMS, At 1600A on the 26th of March the lst Platoon was re-
leased from the 30th Infantry Regiment and assigned to the 15th Infentry
Regiment; moved across the bridge at 1645A at 480128 and proceeded to
LAMPERTHEIM and joined the 165th Infantry Regiment; left LAMPERTHEIM ot 2130A
with infantry and out autobahn at ME97100. 2nd and Srd Platoons orossed
the river en pontoon raft at 477129, assembled at 480133, moved to LAMPERT-
HEIM, pushed east with 30th Infantry Regiment to ecapture NEUSCHLOSS (86T117)
and LORSCE (600175). On 27 March the remaining two platoons were reliased
from 30th Infantry Regiment and attached to 15th Infantry Regiment and ss-
sisted the infantry in capturing HUTTENFELD (617118), IAUDENBACH (864127),
BONSWEIER (708134), 7 86um guns end 8§ Téam guns. From 28th of March to
the oclose of the period the platoons remained attached to the dattalions,
the lst Platoon to the 1lst Battalion, 2nud Platoon to the 2nd Battalion, Srd
Platoon to 3rd Battalion and aided in oapturing the following in the drive
to the easts MARLENBACH (725114), TOTEZENBACH (760145), FURTH, KRUMBACH
(769190) and at the close of the pericd were assembled at EAINGRUND (98330¢)

preparing to oross the MAIN River.

Company C, attached to the 15th Infantry Regiment, attached the lst
Platoon to the 1lst Battalion, 2nd Platoon to the 2nd Battalion, and 3rd Ple-
toon to the 3rd Battalion of the regimemt, Initially no platoons were com-
mitted in the originmal attack at 01004, 156 March 1945. The 1lst Plateen,
supporting the 1lst Battalion, moved out during darkness the night ef 16 March
and assisted the infantry in elearing ORMERSVILLER (Q700697), VOLSMUESTER
(Q728582), SCHWEYRN (Q762626) and moved on up in the drive to the SIEGFRIED
LINE to WINDHOF (Q748624). The tanks and infentry then moved into the -
assault on the SIEGFRIED LINE on the right of the 7th Infuntry Regiment
(7506885 to 775673). The main effort was mede in the left of the regimental
sector. Ths difficulties enchuntered were "Dragon's Teeth", tetrahedrons
and anti-tank ditohes., These cbstacles had to be cleared and filled befere
the tanks could bring their full effectiveness on the pill boxes and bunkers
in the defense 1line. The full effectivensss of the tanks was limited on
the defensive positions to beating down machine gun fire and after comtimous
firing on one spot of a pill box, a penetration. In this defensive line the
tanks expended 1870 rounds of 76mm and 7éam, 35,000 rounds of oal..30 emmuni-
tion. On 20 Maroh the tanks and infantry succeeded in breaking through the
SIEGFRIED LINE at Q765703 and seised the bridge at @ONTWIG (Q776720). In
CONTWIG they were used in blocking missions, blocks were established at Q777-
721, Q7737268, Q779724, Q784721 and Q781727; cleared pill boxes and protected
Division's right flank until 22 March, at which time the tanks moved with
their battalions through NIED-AUERBACH, to HERDENBERG (281960). Moved from
there to regimental assembly area in the vicinity of ALT LEININGEN (25200t),
and there prepared to move up to the RHINE River. On 24 March Company C
moved to ROXHEIM (455090) and assembled the platoons under ocompany ocomtrel;
the company was notified they would utilize DD tanks, in crossing the RHINE
River., The DD tanks began arriving at 0650A the morning of 25 March. They
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were assembled near WATTENHEIN (240033), the last DD tank arriving in this

area at 11464 that morning. The tank orews of Company C immediately took

the DD tanks over and prepared them for the orossing of the river., Fourteen

DD tanks were made ready and left this area at 1930 for the regimental

assenbly area of the SOth and Tth Infantry Regiments. Seven DD tanks to

support each of these regiments. Due to the failure of the attached engin-

eers to construot a guide line in either sector, in both ceses the oressing

was attempted by the "free float" method. At deylight the morning of the 26tk

of Maroh the first DD tanks attempted the orossing in each regimsntal seoctor.

In the 7th Infantry seotor three DD tanks made a successful erossing, threes
sank, and one was destroyed by artillery fire. In the 30th Infantry seotor -

six made a Successful orossing and ome sank. In the 7th Regimental seeter

the crossings were made at 483055, in the 30th Regimental secter they were .
nade at 468138, After orossing these tanks immediately joined the infamtry ,
of both regiments and proceeded to assist them in estadlishing the dridge-

head on the east bank of the REINE River. On 27 Maroh Compeny A reliewed

the DD tanks in the Tth Infantry Regimental seoctor, and Campesny B relieved

the DD tanks operating with the 30th Infantry Regiment. Compaxy C's regular

tanks were dbrought aoross the dridge at WORMS and the tank erews chamged

tanks, At the same time Company C was relisved from attachment to the, lnh
Infantry Regiment and attached to the 30th Infantry Regiment. .Threughout’

the remaining part of the period Company C remained attached te the 30th In-
fantry Regiment and assisted the regiment in olearing the enemy frem EAMBACH,

OBER, LINDENFELS (765209), HEPPENHRIM (665185), KIRSCHAUSEN, IGELBACH, SBOK-
MAUERN, KIRSCH BOCEENRCD, WORTE (025337), and at the close of the peried the *
Srd Platoon, attached to the 2nd Battalion, was aoross the MAIN River at .
WORTE and contimuing to advance Northeast. Q

The Assault Gun Platoon was attached to the 7th Infantry cumon cn—-
pany and has remained in atteciment thronghont the peried.

II., SUMMARY OF ENEMY OPERATIONS

The enemy front lines arcund irn the area RIMLING (Q656664), UTINILLER
(Q683686), and BETTVILLER (Q672534) were well mined and wired in, but not
too strongly held. He was surprised by the initial attack ef 0100A, 16 Mareh,
1945 and once his forward positions were over-run he fought a delaying aotien
to the SIEGFRIED LINE. He made no attempt to stabilige his lines mer did he
throw in any apprecisble smount of armor after the fight for UTIWIILER., In
the SIRGFRIED LINE he remained in his prepared positions and fought very
well until the positions were over-run or destroyed. After the SIEGFRIED
LINE was broken the situation developed imto a pursuit to the RHINE River. :
The enemy's defense of the east bank of the RHINE was strong until the bridge- !
head was firmly established and then his defense broke into a delaying astion

for the remainder of the period.

III, SITUATION AT END OF THE PERI(D

Battalion prepares to oross MAIN River at WORTH. One platoon ﬂ

TR
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IV. STATUS OF PERSONNEL AND MATERIEL

l. Personmel;

Offiocers Warrant Offiocers Enlisted Men
(T/0s 43)e (2/0s 3) (2/0s e82)
35 Pres for duty 1 Pres for duty 618 Pres for duty
2 ™ in Uoso ) - o in U.B.
: " T in UK.
8 Pass
3 AWOL
Totalss 37 . 1 47

(» = 4 Off as overstrength authorised per Lir, Tth Army, 26 Fed 48)

2. Materiels ,
. Battle

Run= Mt in Bn Maint Ord for Loss for

ners 24 hrs for Rep. Repair  Total Momth Short
Med Tks M4 or - |
M4Al w/76mm gun 14 2 2 4 22 1 0
Med Tks MAAS
w/7T6am gun 10 10 6 (]
Med Tks MAAS-ES
w/760am gun 19 2 21 8 1
Light Tanks ‘18 2 2 17 0 0
Med Tks MAAS ' , .
w/106mm How, 5 1 6 0 o
2 1/2 Tom Trucks 37 . Ty 2
1/4¢ Ton C&R 28 : , 23 s
3/¢ Ton W/C s 3 1

V. COMMENTS AND LESSONS LEARNED

1. DD tanks should not be used for river crossings becauses (a) The
tank is helpless in the water due to the fact that the guns cammot be fired
while the tank is swimming, (b) The tank gun is only the 75mm, (o) The tanks
are too unwieldy on land, (d) Engineers do mot provide proper exits on the
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far shore, (e) Heavy pontoon rafts oan be used as quickly and speddily s
DD's on a guide oable and are more dependadble, (f) Only ebout 50% of the
DD's oan successfully negotiate a stream by the "free floating" method, thus
losing orews for future fighting on land.

2. It was re-learnsd that tanks are not nmsarly as effective as they
normally are when they are broken down imto seotions and even single tanks
to work with an infantry oompany. There is only one officer per five tanks
(1 platoon) and if his tanks are broken down such that a single tank or
seotion is attached to an infantry ocompany he has no oontrol and the whole
infantry battalion does not get maximum tank support beocsuse the oaliber of
individual tank occmmanders is lower after months of oombat due to casualties
and attrition smong the originmal tank commenders. The effectivensss of em-
ploying tanks in mass 1s lost, also the value of mutual support. Ome tank
or one seotion is not an overwhelming foroce as is a full platoon or more.

3. In using tanks against pill boxes, such as those in the SINGFRIED
LINE, one of the most effective methods of employment was to fire six te
eight rounds of Téam ammunition, alternating HE and AP, at one point on the
pill box from a range of gbout 26 yards. This fire in many insteamees pro-
duces a hole in the pill dox. Then HE and WP ocould be fired into the pill .
box, thus nmsutralising the position or at least the top floer of the pill

box.
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COMMANDER'S NARRATIVE
756th Tank Battalion

For ‘.- ' ()

May 1 - 10, 1242 — e

1. SOMMABY OF OWN OPERAT .9\ SPHOR™ /}. Ao AN 25 EH) 7’
Genersl | e & m Z

This battalion ronaﬂnnd~nt$; fed to the THIFC ;1,4 Ty
Division for operations, administration and supply th ughont
the period. The bdattalion was droken down into companies feor
deployment. Company "A" was attached to the 7th Imnfantry Regi-
ment; Company "B" to the 15th Infantry Regiment; Company "C"
was attached to the 30th Infantry Regiment; Company "D" was
broken down to platoons and worked one platoon with each of the
above infantry regiments. The assault guns were attached as
mobile artillery to the variocus task forees that operated during
the period. One three-gun section of the assault guns was at-
tached to the 10th Pield Artildery from the 4th to the 6th of
May, inclusive. The medium tank platoons remained under company
control most of the peried. Omnly in the mop-up forces and the
bleocking forces did the companies attach platoons to infantry
battalione. The companies remained under battalion contrel n' ']>

=2

rar as administration and supply werse concerned.

During the first four days of the period our tanks operated T
with the rapid moving spearheads which ended up in BEBCHTESGADEI :i
and SALZBURG., Part of our tanks reinforced the blocks on the
division flanks and the remainder alded in the mop-up operatiens |
behind the task forces.

N
The task forces which operated in the period were nsarly O
identical in organization. The point contained a platoon of S\
reconnaissance, one platoon of light tanks and a platoon of med-

iom tanke. Two platcons of medium tanks and a platoon of tank ‘
destroyers carrying infantry made up the main body. A three-gun Q

section of the Assaunlt Gun Platoon and a battery of light field -
artillery made up the supporting elements. The infantry bat-
-talien commanders commanded the task forces, but the mediam tank (v

company commanders commanded and directed the employment of the;
tanks.

- Com "A" - on May lst the company CP moved from PULLACH
(815467%) E ﬁRUNNTHAL (945410), where the company went into

division reserve with the 7th Infantry Regiment at 1500B. The

-] - Q&g
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. following morning the lst Platoon, in support of the 3rd Bat-
talion, the 2nd Platoorn in support of the 2nd Battalion and the
3rd Platoon in support of the lst Battalion, passed the 15th
Infantry Regiment at the INN River and advanced astride the Auto-
bahn toward SALZEURG. The rear of the task force column was
fired on near SIEGSDORF by enemy small arms. The 2nd Section of
the Assault Gun Platoon left the column and layed 76 roumds of
direot fire on the enemy, reduoing the resistance to the advance.
On the 5rd of May "DUNCAR" Task Force was organised and Company
A" moved out as part of the force. The ocompany moved approxi-
mately twenty miles during the day. By 1510B, 4 May 1945, the
2nd Platoon was in SALZEURG and at 1830B the rest of the company
was located in EERCHTESGADEN. Demolitions and prisoners were
the only slowing down factors. There was very little resistance.
The Company CP moved to vicinity of 936065 at 1070B on 5 NMay 1945.
The 2nd Platoon was guarding the airfield in SALZBURG and the
1st and 3rd Platoons remained in EERCHTESGADEN. The Company was
relieved from attachment to the Tth Infantry Regiment at 1200B,
€ Hay 1945 and olosed in the battalion area in SALZBURG at 1400B.
The last three days of the peried were spent in maintenance and

in setting up housekeeping.

Com ®B* ~ Company "B" was attached to the 2nd Batta-
lien of ?Eo fBiB.Infantry Regiment as part of a task force at

the oepening of the peried. At about 0600B on the lst of May the
force passed through the 30th Infantry Regiment and marched about
twenty miles before receiving word to hold at FOCHING (Y-978299)
where contact with the American 12th Armored Division was made.
Resistance by SS Troops was met im the woods east of Ob-HACHING
(892433), but the fire from the 2nd Platoon and the platoon of
light tanks broke it in short ordef. Approximately 500 prisoners
were taken during the day. At 1800B on the 2nd of Xay Task Force
*IRISH" was organized and the Company (-2nd Platoon) became at-
tached to the Jrd Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment. The 2nd
Platoon remained with the 2nd Battalion. The mission of Task
Porce "IRISH™ was to capture two dridges across the INNS River
in the vicinities 285215 and 287187. The move was made from
FOCHING under darkness and at 0600B on the 3rd of May the bridges
were secured intact. Task Foroe "IRISH"™ was dissolved and the
l1st Platoon of Company "B" was attached.to the lst Battalion of
the 15th Infantry, while the Company less the three platcons re-
verted to the 15th Infantry Regiment. The >rd Battalion relieved
the 7th Infantry Regiment of blocks on the right flank of the
divisien zone and the >rd Platoen plus a platoon of light tenks
blocked at 437178, 538192, 672228 and 719236. The Company CP

was set up in Ob-SIEGSDORP (674257). The 2nd Platoon had three
of its four tanke bogged in marsh near KIRCHEDORF (vic 270180).
Phe remaining tank moved to NEUEKIRCHEN (728270). A force of SS
Troops faced the block at 538192 and they chose to fight. it
about 2000B a three-gun section of the assault guns fired direct
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fire and one section of medium tanke and one section of light

tanks attacked MARQUARSTEIN (540176) with a company of infantry.
The town was taken and 22 prisoners wereé captured. The remainder
fled. On the 6th of May the Company moved to the battalien
assembly area at SALZBURG. The last elements closed at 1230B and
the Company was relieved from attachment to 15th Infantry Regiment.

The last three days of the period were spent in mainten-
ance and setting up housekeeping.

Com "C® . Company "C" was attached to the 50th Infan-
try Bainon% and in support of Concerd Rlue Task Force at the

opening of the peried. The axis of advance was the main road
north and parallel to the Autobahn which rums southeast froem
MUNICH, The advance of the force met spotty resistance which
was overcome by sharp firefights and tank fire. At the clese
of the 24 hour period elements of Task Foroe Concord Elue had
secured a bridge at 293270, an advance of approximately thirty

‘miles. The enemy had suffered heavy casualties in killed,

wouanded and captured.

On May 2nd the task force was dissolved and the platoons
reverted to their respective infantry dattalions. The lst Pla-
toon which was working with the l1lst Battalion in mopping wp
continued the mission. The 2nd Platoon was patrolling im ROSEN-
HEIM. The 3rd Platoon was on roat& blocks in the vicinity of
316213. At 1520B, 2 May, a riet broke out inm KOLEERMOOR (234260)
and one section of the lst Platoon with one platoon of infantry
was sent to quell the riot. The mission was completed at 17153
and the sections set up a road dlock at 316213. Mopping up con-
tinuned to be the mission of the 30th Infantry and each platoen
worked with its respective battalion of infantry, moving east
from ROSENHEIM toward TRAUNSTEIN (668304). The Company had com-
pletely closed in the new assembly area (TRAUNSTEIN) at the close
of the pericd and cn the 4th of May the platoons reverted to
Company control. On May 5th the Company moved with the 30th In-
fantry Regiment to SALZBURG, transporting infantry on the tanks.
The following day Company "C" was relieved from attachment to
the 30tk Infantry Regiment and assembled in the battalion as-
sembly area in SALZBURG. The last days of the period were spent
in maintenence and setting up housekeseping.

Com *D* ~ The platoons of *D* Company were attached to
each of %Ee %Eroe infantry regiments.of the 3rd Division. These
platoons operated as the point with a platoon of a reconnaissance
troop on all of the task forces that were employed during the
period. Their firepower accomplished a great deal in affecting
the uninterrupted merch of the main bedy. The 2nd Platoon (E5
and M5A1 tanks) held two blocke in conjunction with the 3rd Bat-
talion of the 15th Infantry Regiment. One section of this pla-
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toon participated in an sttack on MARQUARTSTEIN (542177).

The tank platoons were relieved from attachment on closing
at SALZEFURG and then sssembled in the btattalion assembly area.
Last elements closed in the assembly area at 1030B on the 6th of
May. Remainder of the period spent in processing new tanks,
maintenance and setting up housekeeping.

Assault Gun Platoon - The six gumns working in the essault
gun platoon were split into two sectione of three guns each.
These sections worked as supporting mobile artillery for the
task forces that were operating during the period. Ome section
of three guns was attached to the 10th Field Artillery from the
4th until the 6th of May. On three ocoasions during the period
these 105mm gune were employed as direct fire weapons, blasting
the enemy into submission each time. Approximately 150 rounds eof
H.E. were used on direct fire missions. As a whole, less artil-
lery fire was called for due to the lack of resistance and the
speed of the advance.

II. SUMMARY OF ENEMY OPERATIONS

The advance during the period was rapid, meeting practi-
cally no organized resistance. His futile attempts at demoli-
tions were the only acts that caused any difficulty. The enemy
showed that he had definitely lost the desire to fight. He was
completely disorganized. He used the weapons that were at hand,
but even these were only *half bheartedly" employed.

III. SITUATION AT THE END OF THE PERIOD

The battalion was duwy with first and second echelon
maintenance, and house-cleaning. There was no tactical situation.

IVv. STATUS OF PERSONNEL

officers A VWarrant Officers Enlisted Men
(/0: 43)§ (/0: 3) (T/0: 699)§$
33 Pres for duty '1 Pres for duaty 618 Pres for duty
1 TD in USA 15 TD in USA .
3 D Riviera 10 TD Riviera
4 TD Paris 1l TD 7th Army
1l TD XV Corps
2 SD Rest Center
3rd Inf Div
17 On Pass
Continement
2 ¥.0.L.
Asgd: 41
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(Notes on Status of Perscuned)

§ = 4 O£f as overstrength authorized per Ltr, 7t¢h Aray,
dated 26 Fed 1945.

§$ - 17 XX as everstreagth anthorised per Ltr, 78h Army,
dated 3 March 1945, for M24 Light Tenks en hand.

V. AMMUNITION BXPERDIZURES
21mn 5.8 76a eal..20 8al..30 )OSEm

s

"A" Oo 100 11,000
"B* Co . 90 9.000
LT . 4] 14,000
*D* Co 480 80 20,000
. 4G Plat | o 18%¢ -
mn-. 480 545 34,000 " None 150
YI. S2ATUS OF VBEICLES N
. : R ~ _ Battle
Run- Bn Haint Ord for A Loss for
ners JFor Rep. Repair Total peried ghort
l} or MAAL - - o
Ymmgum = 8 0 6 14 0 .0
A3 amd luns : | ~ =
w/T76mm g B U 2 1l 34 0 é
NiA3 v/los How 6 0 0 - § 0 0
M24 w/75mm gan 15 ( 1 16 0 0
X5 w/57mm gun 1 0 0 1 0 0
2.2 Recovery ' : .
-Yehiocle 2 0 S 5 0 1l
.Hal? Traeks 15 1 0 16 0 0
2 1/2-2 Trucks 30 1 6 37 0 2
1/4<2 GAR 19 1 0o 20 0 6
© 1 2 o ]

10-Ton Wrecker 1l

-

Notes:
(1) A1l other nhiclu as pcr !/l.

(2) Authorized 6 ea: 1/4 Pon truilor- (llono on M)
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Due to the taotical and administrative situatien dnrii;
this period no prodlems arocse whioch had not previcusly preseat

themselves.
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COMMANDER'S NARRATIVE l o

756th Tank Battalioa
For

I. SUMMARY OF OWN OPERATIONS

Geaneral

Throughout this period this ¥ .
Division for operatioas, administratiom, amd supply..
down iwto companies and imto platooms for employment.
ed to the 7th Imfamtry Regiment; Compaxy B was attashed to 16th
Regiment; Company C was attached to 30th Iafextry Regimemt; cm D

broken dowa and cme platoon, attached to eash of the shove mextiemed !"Ml

the Assault Gun Platoon was sttached to the 7th Imfantry Regiment Camnen

Compamy and supported’ the 7th’ Infamtry Regimest by isdirect fire. Rack of © -
the compamies, with the exception ef Compamy.D was ia turm broken dewn iwte

platoons by the three rog:l.nonta gnd. o 'medium tank platoon attached to essh -
infantry battaliom. In most casés these platoons were bdrokea down amd em~
ployed by usimg a section with ssch of the asssult compamies im the infamtry

battalions. The companies remained Aunder battalion conxtrol sofar as lupply

and administratior were concerud
Durimg the poriod from tho 2Id to the 8th, from the vicimity ef SOM-

MERAU (092872) GERMANY, (1/100,000; Sheet T=3) the 14th Armored Divisiea -

operated withim the divi:ion 8ootaor; drivimg down the maia higlways. Ele-
ments of this divisiom drove gemerally dowa the main highways durimg this
period and loosensd up ememy resistamce, thus facilitatimg edvamce.

Company & remained attached to the 7th Infamtry Regimemt of the ¥rd

Infantry Division throughout the foriod. At the begimming of the peried the

oompaxy CP was located in ESCHAU (094367)(1/100,000; Sheet T-4). The cem-
pany was broken down into platooms amd a platoom attached to each battalionm;
the 1st Platoom attached to 3rd Battaliom, 2md Platoom attached to 2md Bat-
talion, the Srd Platoon attached to the lst Battalion. Due to the esompany

being underspremgth the platooms operated with four tanks in a platoom part

of the time. Generally the mission of the tamk was the same as that of the
infantry. NMost of the time the platoon assigned to the battaliom would be
broken down into sectioms, and eack sectiom attachod to ome of the assault

companies during the attuck or advance.

During the lut two do.ys of the period two companies were organized
tactically into "Task Forces™ with infantry battalions. Generally, these
two task forces were organized as follows: one platoon of a reconmaissasce
troop, ome platoon of light tanks, and a platoom of medium tanks ocomposed
the point; two platooms of medium tanks axd a platoon of tank destroyorw\
carrying infantry made up the main body; one sectiom of the Assault Gun
toon (three guns) and a battery of light field artillery made up the sup-
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portin; elemonls. In thease operaticns the infantry battalion commander
commanded the task force, but the medium tank company commander commanded
the ~rumor aid dirscted the employmert .wud movement of tha tanks,

Company "A" - The [lirst of the month the campany hal crossed the iall
River at WCRTE (C22340), had established the Company CP in ISCHAU (092367)
and was moving to WINTERSBACA (123341); the lst Platoon supporting the 3rd
Battalion of the 7th Infantry Regiment with four tanks advanced toward LOHR
(313564) with very little resistance, The 2nd Platoon with the 2nd 3ate
talion of the 7th Infantry Rogiment advanced on the right of the 3rd 3at-
talion with the mission of pushing to ths MAIN River at RODENBACH (332530)
and foroe a crossing of the MAIN at that point, The 3rd Platoon suprorting
the lst Battelion of the 7Tth Infantry Regiment followed the 3rd Battalion

in regimental reserve. By & April 1945, the regimental zone up to phase
line "ROSE" (OI 7#43) was cleared of enemy resistance which was very lighte
One tank was 1ost to direct fire from a field 160mm pilece at 263561 and the v~
plece was destroyed by tank fire. On the 6th of April the 2nd Platoon
crossed the MAIN River at RODENBACH on heavy pontoon raft and assisted the
2nd Battalion in clearing the enemy of the area "Y" (OI #43), or above

the line (366530 = 452550) to the MAIN Riber, This area was clesred and

the 2nd Platoon with the 2nd Battalion was aoross the MAIN Riber to the

north and in regimentel reserve by the 7th of April, From the 6th to the
11th of April the direction of attack was northeast up to about the 90 east-
ing; resistance was light in the form of "mopping up" operations The fole-
lowing towns were cleared in regimental zone: GAFAL (609920), WALDFENSTER
(575875), BURKARDROTH (606883), STEINACH (666909, POPENLAUER (782825) and
HOLZHAUSEN (970680), 12 April 1945, the following localities wers cleared
by the 1st Platoon: PRAPPACH (022653), KRUM (940635) and here established
road blocks to the northeasts HASZFURT (980609) was cleared and the company
crossed the NAIN River at OB THERES (940609) on the 12th of April. This
regiment and attachments went into division reserve and assembled in the
vicinity of LISBERG (150470) the 14th of April, and remained in reserve until
15 Apriles During the night of 15-16 April the platoons moved to assembly
areas in the vicinity of KLEIN SEEBACH (360220) and crossed the REGNITZ

River at BAIERSDORF (373228) during the afternoon of the 16th, Immediately
upon crossing they attacked south along the west bank of the river end cap~-
tured the town of ERLANGEN (365158) the afternoon of the 16th. During the
18th the platoons moved south and assisted the infantry in kmocking out and
capturing 26 x 88mm guns and cleared BUCH (395050), TENNENLOHE (380109),
BOXDORF (378071)s The regiment was then in position with the other two regi-
ments to attack the city of NUKNBERG. During the 19th and 20th of April

the platoons assisted the battalions in clearing the northwest sector of
town, Jhe night of 20th and morming of 21st, the company patrolled the city
of WURMBERG in a "show of strength", April 22nd and 23rd were devoted to
maintenance and reshabilitation. During the 24th and 26th the company moved
under battalion control from NURNBERG to FRISTINGEN (Y059971). larck was
made through ROTEINBURG (S772890), south through DILLINGEN, across the DANUBE
Riber at T041001e The company upon arrivinz in the regimental area attached
the platoons to the battalions and attacked to the eest on the night of the
25th. This attack cleared WERTINGEN (172000), HOHENREICHEN (210008B), EHING=-
EN (259043), FOLZEN (270050), DRUISHEIM (268083), and GABLENGEN (280888),
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The regiment was pinched out and it moved into AUSBURG (330778) the afternoom
of 28 April. During that night the company wes organized into & task force
with a battalion of infamtry, a battory of field artillery, a platoon of
reconmnaissance, and a platoon of light tanks. This task force jumped off

at 0630B on the 29th and by 2000B was at A'PEZR River at Y616691 amd seiced
this bridge. On the 30th the task force was disbanded amd the platoons re-
verted to their battalions, The battalioms pushed east imto MINCHEN and
established road blocks at Y736612 amd proceeded toward GRUNWALD (820450).

C "B" - Company B was attached to the 16th Imnfantry Regiment;
the 1st glutoon attached to the lst Battalion; 2nd Platoon attached to the
2nd Battalion, the 3rd Platoon attached to the 3rd Battaliom. At the be-
ginaing of the period the company cormand post was at KLINGENBERG (040825).
This regiment with the tank platoons attached, attacked to the mortheast
until 8 April 1946. Durimg the period CC "A" of the l4th Armored Division
operated withim the regimental sector. The following localities were oleared
during this periods WEIBERSBRUNN (170491), ROTHENBUCH (200631), HEIMBUCHEN«
THAL (12046f), NEUHUTTEN (295663), RENGERSBRUNN (292703), RIENECK (388670),
BURGSINN (365739), HEILIGKREUZ (427793), GERCDA (639890) and NEUSTADT (764-
945). At the emd of this period the regiment went imto divisionm reserve,
being pinched out by 7th Infantry Regiment. The fightimg during this period
was a moppimg up operation, clearing woods, small towms, and seizing im-
portant road junctioas. ‘ -

On 13 April Compamy "B", attached to the 15th Infantry Regiment passed
through the 7th Infantry Regiment in the vicimity of KNETZ2GAU (015690) and
SAND (042563) and pushed southeast along the south side of the MAIN River,
assisted the infantry in clearing the following placess ELTMANN (100667),
DIPPACH (134550), southwestern sectiom of BAMBERG (260480), BUG (278456),
PETTSTADT (293418), HEROLDSBACH (353267), and HAUSEN (380265). The platoons
went imto assembly areas in the vicinity of HAUSEN in preparatiom for the
crossing of the REGNITZ River. On 16 April 1945, a bridgehead was estsb-
lished at BATERSDORF im the 15th Infantry sector and the platooms crossed
the river mnd contimued the advance, teking the followimg localities: EF-
FELTRICH (423%232), HETZLES (450205), NEUNKIRCHEN (45018;?, ESCHENAU (504140),
KALCEREUTH (456120). On 17th April, the 30th Infantry Regiment passed
through the platoons of Company “B" amd the infantry om the general lime -
KALCHREUTH, ESCHENAU, and the attack om the city of NURNBERG begam. The
north cemtral sector of the city was assigmed to the 16th Infamtry. From
17 to 20 April, stiff and determined resistamce was encountered in the form
of anti-tank gums, small arms fire, basooka fire. The sector was cleaned
out block by block up to the wells of the "old city™ which only partially
resisted. During the first twelve hours of the 22nd of April, the company
as a unit patrollgd the streets of NURNBERG in a comtimuatiom of a "show
of strength" in accordamce with OI No. 55. The 22md amd 23rd were devoted
to maintenance and rehabilitation. The company joimed the battalion in the
move from NURNBERG to FRISTINGEN to the XXI Corps Sector. The company ar-
rived in FRISTINGEN on 25 April 1945, and was employed immediately with a

platoon to each battalion. The gfmﬁ off in the attack at 2100B,
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cleared LAUGNA (Y185965), ROGGDEN (Y162976), OSTZRBACH (210850), MARZSLe
STETTIN (Y160949), HIRETSRILL (Y218890), LUTZ:LBURG (Y260887), SCHLIPSHEIM
(Y258799), LSITERSHOFEN (Y298770), amd emtered AUGSBURG (Y318811) at 1700B
on the 28the The company was assembled upon regimental order for rehabila
itation, maintenance, amd reorganization, as the regiment was placed ia
reserve., Om the 30th the compamy moved to ROTTBACE (Y604673), From
ROTTBACH the company moved to UBERACKER im the outskirts of MINCHEN amd
was being organized imto a tesk foroe at the end of the pericd,

c "C" = At the begimmnimg of the period ome platoom of Company C
Was across t%o MAIN River at mm‘?ozsu). the remaining platooas orossed

with their respective battalions amd the company headquarters orossed with
the regimental hesdquarters of the SOth Infantry. Immediately upom orossiag,
the company with the regiment wemt imto reserves, The Company CP was estab=-
lished at MONCHBERG (102538), 1st Plat was also located im MONCEBERT, 24 Plat
in ERLENBACH (025345), the Srd Plat im BSCHAU (0925368), The oompany re-
mained im reserve uantil the 5th, and the company CP was located im the
following towns up to the time the compamy ocame out of reserve with the
regiments KROMMENTHAL (230695), RUPPERTSHUTTEN (293662), RIENECK (365678).
Durimg this time the company was mot assembled, the platooms remainimg with
their battalioms. Om 5§ April the regiment went im the lime om the right

of the 7th Infaxtry Regiment amd attaoked to the mortheasts The followiag
towns were takems WOLFMUNSTER (429679), SCEWARRELBACH (489785), BRTHAL
(5%0740), OBER-ERTHAL (643750), THULBA z558778), NEWIRTHSHAUS (500798),
OBER-THULBA (590802), BAD KISSINGEN (670804) which surremdered, MASSBACH
(813790), orossed the MAIN River at OB THERES (940610), cleared EELL (028553)
amd pushed down the AURACH River amd took BURGEBRACH (160409), From BURGEBRACH
the compamy swumg south and cleared MUHLHAUSEN (188327) amd the battalioms
went ixto assembly sreas im the vicimity KLEIN SEEBACH (360220) amd orossed
the REGNITZ Riber at BAIERSDORF amd assembled with the platooms with the
battalioms upor regimemtal order im the vioimity of EFFELTRICH (425282).

The regimenxt them passed through the 16th Infantry Regimeat om the left
flank of the divisiom amd drove to the REGNITZ River im the vicimity of
MALMBSBACE (500029) amd im comjumctiom with the other two regimexts launched
ar attack upca the mortherm portion of NURNBERGe By 20 April the tanks

and infantry had oleared the mortheastera section of the city amd were
through the walls of the "old oity". The 2lst, 22md, amd 23rd were devoted
to first echelom maintenances Om the 24th the company joimed the battaliom
for movement im chamgimg corps sectors, movimg from NURNBERG to Z0BINGEN
(S868402) by the way of ROTHENBURG (S772890), amd KIRKINGEN (8920372).

Upon closimg imto the new area the company reverted to the ¥Oth Imfantry
Regimemt for operatioms. The platooms were attached to their mormal
battalioms, Compamy CP was established at 5910205 at NERESHEIM amd the
pletoons attached to their battalions started crossimg the DANUBE Riwer

ot T041001 mear DILLINGEN the might of 25th of Aprile The regimemt with

the mormal attachmemts wemt into reserve until the 28th of the momth at
which time they crossed the LECH River at 333835 amd assembled with the
battalioms im the vicimity of 334821, Om the might of 29th April the compamy
was asgembled and orgamized imto a Task Force composed of the 2md Battaliom -
of the 30th Imfanmtry Regiment, ome platoom of light tamks from Compamy D

of this battaliom, ome platoom of tamk destroyers and a platoom' of
recommaissance from the 601st Tamk Destroyer Battaliom, a sectiom (3 gums)

of the assault gum platoom., This Task Force moved out at about 0030B
-4 -

R
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and proceeded down the AUTC3AUN toward MUNCHEN, At 1200B of the 30th the
Task Force was stopred by a blown bridge at Y684656, Durimg the evening

of the 30th the Task Force was dissolved amd the platooms reverted to their
regular battalioma, The 3rd Flatoom orossed the AMFER River at Y679648
followed by the other two platooms. They assisted im cleariag AUBING
(Y735580), LOCHHSU (Y727598) amd emtered the oity of MUNCHEN at the olose

of the periods Also at the olose of the periocd the Task Force was reorganized

snd was prepariag to move to the southeast.

C%gx "D" = At the begimning of the period the platooas were attached
to each of the three regimeats. These platooms were employed im situatioms
where the probability of mesting ememy armor wes small, moppiag up enemy
woods, proteotimg the Ylamnks of the regiments, and im recommaissemsce work

to the fromt amd flamkss Duriag the last two days of the period the platooms
attached to the 7th and 30th Iafamtry Regiments operated im the poimt of

the Task Forces ia ocomjumctiom with the platoon of recommaissanmce and
platoon of medium tamks, On the 18th of the momth, duriag the battle for
NURNBERG, the third platooa equipped with mew M24 Light Tanks emtered the
battle for the first time., They were attached to the 15th Iafaxtry Regimemt
for the remaiader of that battle. The employmemt of the M24fs taotically
was relatively the same as that for the Mi's and NGAl's. At the close of
the pariod a platoon was still attached to each of the regimexts for

operatioms.

Assault Gun Platoom = This platoon of Headquarters Company remaimed
a reiaforced platoom, reimforoed by the assault gum of each of the medium
tank oomparies, ard was employed as & six gum battery. It was attached to
the 7th Infantry Regimext Camson Company for employmemt. It fumctiomed
urder the carnom compary fire directiom cemter, thus givimg this regimext
the fire equal to amother battery amd a half of 1056me artillerye. Duriag
the last two days of the period the platoom was divided imto two seotiom
of 3 guns each and was employed im the maim body of the "Task Foroes®.
In this positiom they were available for either imdirect fire, usiag their
own fire directiomn center, or direct assault fire. Duriag the period the
platoon fired 73 roumds of 105mn WP for registratiom purposes amd 1447
rounds for effecte At mo tims durimg the period were amy of the gums

employed om direct fire missions,

II. SUMMARY OF ENEMY OPERATIONS

In gemeral the advance durimg this period was charsoteriged by rapid
advancement agaimst soattered and weak resistamce. Poiats of enemy
resistance was usually located im the towms, road jumctioms, amd cities.
Units were small fragmemts of former umits throwm together amd hastily
organized for the purpose of defemdimg that particular spot. Im defemding
these points of resistamce the emsmy utilized small arms, bazookas,
artillery and amti-aireraft gums amd “doodle bugs", whioh showed that his
_defense was made with whatever weapoms were available im that sector.
From the great mumber of log road blooks partly comstructed ard fox holes
partly dug gives evidence of the ememy beimg pushed for time to orgamize
the basic forms of defemse, These troops im gemeral showed a lack of will
to fight except those of famatical faith, mostly SS Troops.

The battle for the city of NURNBERG terized by stubbora
o . ,
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resistance, which forced the action into a house to house "mopping up"

operatioa.

111, ITUATION AT END OF TS PERICD

Battalion preparing to sead two compamies of tamks, formed imto task
foroes, southeast from MUNCHEN to ROSENHEIM (22827) with missiom to seize

intact bridges over INN River.

IV. STATUS OF PERSONNEL

Officers Yarraxt Officers Ealisted Mea
(T/0s 43)s (1/0s 8) (1/0s eev)--

36 Pres for duty 1 Pres for duty

17D USA
1 ID United Kingdom
1 TD Fremwoch Riviera

635 Pres for duty
14 1D U8A
1 T 7¢th Army
ID United Kimgdom

2
8 TD Frenoh Riviera
2 DS 34 Iaf Div
4 AWOL :
4 Pass

Totalss 39 1 €78

(¥ - 4 Off as overstreamgth suthorized per Litr, 7Tth Army, 26 Feb 45)
(»s- 5 EM as overstremgth suthoriszed per Ltr, 7th Army, 8 March 45,
for M24 Light Tanks om hand).

V. TANK LOSSES FOR APRIL 1945

Co.. Date Location K0'd by Model

A Cos 4-2-46 N-266552 Arty. M4
4-20-45 0-410015 Rifle gremade MAAS
4-20-45 0-410016 Bayooks, Pen & MAAS

' burmed

B Cos 4-18-45 0-443058 Bazooka MAA3
4-18-45 0~460040 §.P. fire M4AS

C Co: 4~10~45 N-763733 Arty. MeA3
4-29-45 Y-670667 Arty. M4AS

Total: 6 - M4AZ or M4AJES
1 -4

D Co: 4-18-45 0-~448025 Bazooka M5

4-18-45 0-448025 Bazooks w

SEGRET
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VI. KNOCKZD OUT OR CAPTURED MATERIBL

A Co B Co C Co D Co
88mm D.P. = 23 =Cap AT Gumn = 1 =KO AT GumR - 2 <«K0O McV e~ 8 <kKO
66mm DPe = 1 =KO Flak=W = 2 =EK0O Flak-N « 2 «K0O M =10 -kK0
160mm gun = 1 - KO 88mm DP- 20 = Cap 688mm DP « 10 = KO Truck- 2 - KO
McVITk - 8 «Coap 88mmDP - 2 -KO 88zmDP - 8 - Cap
Flak-¥ - 1l=-kK0 M «30 =«K0O Truoks - 3 = Cap
Truoks - 5 «K0O Trucks = 4 «K0O Trucks = § = KO
MG =20 «'KO Truoks = 3 = Cap M§ - 10 = KO
VII. AMMNITION EXPENDITURES
3T 76 & 76m Cal..50 Cal..50 106mm
A Cos 1640 56,000 2,000
B Cos 1610 55,000 2,000
C Cos 1605 55,000 1,500
D Cos 1050 60 44,000
AG Plat: 1660
Totalss 1650 4905 210, 000 3,500 1660

VIII. PRISONERS TAKEN IN CONJUNCTION WITH INFANTRY

A Cos
B Cos
C Coz
D Cos
AG Plats

Totals

5,000
4,080
4,090
3,830

10

17,010

-7 =
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IX. STATUS OF VEHICLES
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Run- PFit in Ba Maint Ord for Loss for
ners 24 hrs for Rep. Repair Total Moath Short

Med Tk, NAAS or

MAASES 25 s 1 2 s1 6 ]
Med Tk, M4 or _

Medl 14 2 2 0 18 1 0
Light Tamk, MB 9 1 0 0 10 2 - o
Light Tank, M24 3 0 0 0 3 0 2
Med Tk, M4AS

w/105m How. 5 0 1 0 6 0 0
Truck, 1/4 Tom

C & R. 20 o . o 0 20 1 5
Truok, Cargo, . _
2-1/2 Ton 37 0 o . o0 37 0 2

(Note: All other vehicles as per 1/E).

X. COMMENTS AND LESSONS LEARNED

1. When operating task forces oomposed of infantry, tanks, tank des-
troyers, artillery and reconnaissance units, it is better if the tank com-
mander is placed in command of the Point and the Advance Guard.

2. The assault guns should be under the tank commander's comtrol
when operating as a task force to facilitate rapid support from short ranges.

3. In using tanks in towns it was re-learned that tanks could not
operate on streets not cleared by the infantry due to bazooka and panzer-

faust fire .

%&RNOLD

Major, Infantry,
Commanding.
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