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HEADQUARTERS 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS 

UNI'1'ED STATES ARMY 

SUBJECT: AGF Report No. 682. ' 	Operations of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance . 
Squadron - 31 December 1944 to 3 January 1945. 

SUBMITTED BY: 'Colonel George vr. Coolidge, 'Cavalry. 

Inclosed is an account of operations of the 117th Cavalry · 
Reconnaissance Squadron during the German offensive of 1 January '.l-945· in the 
Bitche area. It is forwarded with the thought that it might be of interest 
to the Cavalry School. · 

/s/ 	George w. Coolidge1 
GEORGE "W. COOLIDGE, 
(folonel, Cavalry, · 
WD Obs~rvers Boar d. 

1 Incl: 
Acct of Optns of 117th 
Cav Ren Squadron. 
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' 	 ;-• r _. ~ 	 ~·~' ~ ~ -	 . . H E A bQ U A R T E R fr .: • : .: , 

117th Cavalry Reconnaiss.ance· ~~ecz)
APO# 7>8,, U.S. Army -• ii I 

8 Jan~ 1945 

SUBJECT: 	 Account of the 117th Cawley Reconnais~ance Squadron (Mecz) · 

Actions in the Bitche area )1 Dece~ber 1944 to 3 January 1945.


I . 
' I 

. The 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Sq\lB.<lron (Mecz) was attach~d to · 
~he Hud~lson Task Force (RTF) of ~he1l4th Ann.ore.d Division 21December. 1944. 

. . 	 . . . 
·Lt. Colonel Hodge, Conuna.nding the ll7th ·Cavalry Reconnaissance 

Squadron (Mecz), reported to Colonel:Hudelson.22' December 1944 at Obers~ebach 
(186-40.5) • · There he recei,ved veJ11bal instructions as to his orders and : 
mission. · The 94th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (l:Iecz) less two tr6ops1 
was. attached to the ll7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (:Mecz). . · 

' _Orders. as received by Lt. ·colonel Hodge.. from . Colonel Hudelson, 
was to contact the 106th Cavalr,y Group at MouterhoU8e1 and arrange the 
physical relief of that group ·of the positions they were occupying in· the 
azoea s~utheast , 9,f B~tchee Lt. Colonel.Hodge proceeded to Mouterhouse, 
accom~ed by Lt. Colonel McCullum, commanding officer of the1 94th Cavalry 
Iieconnaissance Sqiiadron1. and Captain Je- M. Brown, S-3 of the ll7th Cav~lry 
Reconnais~ance Squadron• · · · 
.. . . 	 I . . 

. At Mo~erholise Lt. Colonel Hodge contacted Colonel Wilson commanding 
j,he 106~h Cavalry Group•. ArrangenJants were completed to affect the release 
qt elements of the 106th Cavalry Gro~p on 23 December . 1944. , . . . 

The conmWid posts of both squadrons moved to Mouterhouse on .23 
December 1941~. The plans and preparations were completed, and troops .of 
both squadrons physically affected the release of all elements of the 106th 
Cavalry Group and ·elements of the 399th Infantry of the looth Infantry 

, 	 Division, who occupied the area frolll the northern end or. the lak. e ,(786-492) 
southyrest to RJ (777,-487) • . I . , ·· 

Defensive positions were occupied (see map) by Troops. "B" and 11C11·. 

of the U7th Cavalry Reconnaissanco Squadron, vtith Troop 11A11 in reserve at . 
Mou:terhouse. 'l'roop "A" · was attached to· the 62d Armored .Infantry Battalion 
28 December 1944. Five light tanks were attached to both Troop 11 B11 and 
11C11 of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron. Troop 11E11 (Artillery! 
T~oop) supported forward elements from a posit~on we~t of Mouterhouse . 
(784-433). . 	 . , 1 

Elements of\ the 94.t,h Cavalry .Reconnaissance Squadron occupied. 
defensiv~ poaitions to the rigtl.t of the 117-th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron 
(see map). · In support was t.h~ 5ooth Armored Field Artillery Battaliori1 , 

' 'Company 11A11 1 · l25th Engineers,· one platoon .of Com~riy 11 B11 64,Sth Tank Destroy~r 
Battalion, one p4toon of Compaey "B", 83d Chemical Mortar Battalion, and 

..?~_bat~a~ion of the 54oth Engineers also iJi~ , 

for positions). I t $. ·' ·~ 
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. Enemy patrols operated each night in the ~ectors ·of both squadrons• 

On one occasion during tqe early morning of 2'9 December 19~, art enenzy- patrol 
of one officer and four men, cut through the ~ defense of the third platoon 
of Troop 11B11, 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, and attacked the platoon 
GP killing the·sentry1 .injuring three men an9. ·capturing Lt. Middlebrook,, the 
platoon leader, who was undressed and asleep~ · · 

' .. During the afternoon 31 December 1944, Major Samsel, Executive 
Officer of the·ll7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, accompanied by Lt. 
Colonel Meyers, Commander of 62d Armored Infantry Battalion1 vfuo was to · 
relieve the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squa:dron by 0800A 4 January 1945, 
i.hspecteQ. each gun position of Troop 11B11 and studied the terrain in prepara
tiop. to affect the· relief by the 62d Armored Infantry Battalion. At the .time 
of this inspection, Captain Barnaby Commanding Troop llB11 1 was improving all. 
positions of each platoon. Additional concertina wire was la.id, fields of . 
fir~ improved, connecting trenches between positions deepened, and in general 
the entire troop sector tightened its defenses 0 An additional platoon of 
light tanks was attached to Troop 11B11 and these were placed in position with 
the third platoon of Troop 11B11 0 

When leaving the sector of Troop "B" 1 Major Samsel was complete).y 
satisfied that the defenses,, in keeping ·with the difficult and hilly terrain, 
were superior.a In.reporting to Lt. Colonel Hodge later,, Major Samsel stated 

-..... 	 that in all his combat experiences in ItaJ.Y and·France, had' never seen a 
better defense · combining maximl.ml. .fields of fire, mutual support, and all 
around defense1 emp],.oying every ·weapon of each platoon. Every automatic 
weapon was extremely well dug in, annored cars and tanks Tiere hull defiladed, 
and communication lia.S established by te~eppone to each platoon, supplemented 
by radio communic<?-tion dovm to sectors. Telephone communication i;ras also 
established with the elements to our left and outpost of the 399th Infantry. 

Upon order from VI Corps, orders were issued to all troop conuna.nders 
that ·there would be no Ne1;r Yearts celebration or drinking of a:r:u kind. Troops 
Yrere to be especially alert1 however this Tra.s hardJ.y necessary, as our forward 
positions were constantly being probed by enany patrols, and every mannas 
particularly alert and sensitive. · As a result, a constant vigil Tras main
tained and little sleep acquired duri,ng the nights. 

During the early evening of ·31 December 19Li4., reports indicated that 
the entire squadron. sector ·vra.s quiet. At 2310 hours the first platoon of 
troop 11 B11 reported hearing very· heavy traffic on the road running due east 
from Bitche. Prior to midnight, reports continued to oome in from all platoons 
of movement and noises along this road. Artillery fire vras placed on pre
arranged concentrations along this road at midnight. 

. A few moments after midnight, a .telephone report nas received 'from 
Captain Barnaby,. Commanding Officer of Troop "B11 1 that the outpost of th~ 
399th Infantry (776-492) was surrounded by an estimated sixty enenzy-• Tele
phone communication Tra.s still maintained i:.rith this outpost, even t hough 
surr.ounded~ This i nformation was called, i I]. to thc:i 399th Infantry, i;mo 
stated they·r10uld send reinforcements • . In the meantim~ ,, the third platoon 
of Troop "B" 1 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron,,. reported enenw attacking 
his P.Osition from his l eft rear. • . Shortly11~ er1 both the two_ . r,emaini~g 

!!i~ 
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platoons ~f Troop "B11 reported -h~avy-~~~znY attH--. \Dlcfce ·nr.- ~~1
By 0100 1. January 1945~ a:li .platoon~ ' i~~ 1'G'1~ !l.ill -~c. ~: 

Reconnai.ssance Squadron,: reported bci~g engaged by the e,neII\Y'. · This was · 
followed by .reports from Troop 11D" of the 94th CavaJ.rY Reconnaissa.nc9 Squadron, 
who 1ms also bci?g en~ged by the enenw. · 

. . ~ The . second· platoon of Troop '11 B1i; ll7th Co:va'lcy- Reconnaissance 
Squadron, callee! for artillery ·fire from our support troop. S/Sgt. _Sherman 
in connll4nd of the platoon, direct~d this fire and stopped the initial enenzy
attack against his plato.on position by directing fire to within 75 ·yards 
of his forward position~ 

By 0200A 1 January 1945, ·it bec.ame apparent. that tpe :enemy we.s 
·· ~tta.ck:Lng in strength. ; Lt. Colonel Ho9.ge cal.led ."Hudelson. Task F'.orce11 . 


requesting that Troop· 11A11 .t. ll7th Co.valr.r Reconnaissance Squadron be sent in 

suppqrt. · Hmrover, Lt. Colonel Hodge Yra.s informed, that Troop "A" w_?.s alreaey 

committed in the 64d Armored Infantry Battalion Siector. Request rras then 

made for support :of Company nA11, · 125th Eng:i.nt:ers, which was .in reserve. 

Again he was informed that thi.s .·compa.ny na;:i also committed oh ~he left of 

the 62d Armored Infantry Battalion. A final request was made for a compaey 

of the 540th Engineers. Permission was given to commit Compaey ;11B11 of the 

54oth '.Engineers. . . . ~ . · 


·In the meantime, intense fire _fights;Were continuing in ali 
platoon sectors of. the ll7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadr'on, and also of 


.. ·.Troop 11D0 , 9.4th .CavaJ.J:y Reconnaissance Squadron. The mail'.1 attacks appeared 

:' to b~ .against 'l;'roop nB11 of the 11?th 'Cavalry B.e.connaissn.nce Squadron. Tho 

· platoon leader of the second platoon of Troop ".B'.'; continued to call f()r 

artillery fire _uh.en .a secpnd and third attack Tic'.S directed.. against him• 

He directed this f:i.re1to uithin 25 yards of his position, inflicting severe 


. losse~ against the cnenzy-.. It· -rras later ascertained that all tires on th~ 

v~hicles ·of. this platpon· had been destroyed, by his 01-m fire, including · 

one A/C destroyed by a direct :hit• All radio antennas ~-,ere also d~stroyed#· 

thereby. cutting radio communication to this platoon. · 


. I 

. . . At 0330A it was·' appqr.ent from reports .of each platoon, that. t he 

. eneJey's main effort TJaS dire.ct.ed~ against. the . sec.ond· platoon of Troop nB11 • 


. .. The enepiy -.-m.s starting to inf;i.ltrb.te in this sector1 . and also th~t of the 

third plD.toon of ·Troop .11B". Each of these platoons leaders reported it :·ms 

no longer possible to defend their position5. The cncnw TtaS infiltrating 

and ad.Va.ncing- frOlll: .all diroctj.ons t<>'ira.rd the platoons. 


\ 

. Order 1ra.s ·then . gi.v~n by. Lt:•. Colonel Hodge at ·a.pproximatc)J" OJ30A 
1 ·January 1945 .to Captp.in ·Barnaby .Troop ·".B"i to have ·~s platoon ·-r.i'i thdI;aTr · 
and if .the· equipment could n9t :a lso be 1rithdra't'nt; to destroY, j,t· if feasible • . 
They rrere to i:r.i..thdra;rr .to a line· 772-46.3 east t ·o 7~-468 (see map), and 

· establish nerr positions~ A.t this time Lt. Colonel Hodge ord9red ,Captain 
_ 	 Zecca, assistant s-31 117~h eavair:;~ ~connais$anee Squadron, to t ake t he 

reserve compaey of eng;i.ncers,. 'Gomp~ny~"B", 5hoth Engineers, and establish a 
defense line genorg.~~ ·aJ.Qng 772~463 eas~ to 797-l:t.68• . H~ was to· be .in 
collllllD.nd .of this defens€ ·area. . Ee .1;ras to· .cmpley all · remaining elements of 
Troop 11 B11 and 11c11, ll?th cavalry Reconnaissance".$q . cli, . - iitfj .. · 

·· ·t~oops of tho 94th Cavalry Recoru1aissa.::ico Squadro_n, ~'iip ~· c fu'g- hi Ij
f "I .,.._,, 	 ' • ,it ;7 "" "' } r 

..1..<:UU\.. e 	 ·; t.-> ··• I& ""'· ,"! , . I.-·3.. 	 . 
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As the platoons of Tro~p 11 B11 , ll7th Cavalry Reconnaissm:ice Squadron 
commenced their withdrawal, the thll'd platoon covered· the fir.st platoon, who 
found .it necessa.TIJ to withdraw without their vehicles, as the enemy had 
already infiltrated into their positions• The platoon leader ordered the 
vehicles abandoned, as it wa~ impossible to remove them without having the 
entire platoon killed or 9aptured• The breech blocks were removed from some 
of the 37mm guns on the light tanks and armored cars; and a majority of the 

. light automatic weapons were taken .by the members of the platoon. The second 
platoon of Troop 11 B", ll7th Cavalry Re9onnaissance Squadron withdrew next. 
The tires of their vehicles had been damaged thus making it impossible to 
'Withdraw in the vehicles. The third platoon followed last, with a platoon 
of light tanks covering the withdrawal. 

, In each instant as these platoons vdthdrevr; it was necessary to · 
fight . their vra.y back against intense small arms fire of the enemy, ·who had 
already advanced across the~r rear•· The platoon of light 'tanks of Troop . 
11 F" with the third platoon~ fired 18,000 rounds of thirty caliber ammunition 
in covering the withdra-rral. 

•From reports · of each platoon leader and responsible non-commissioned 
officers of Troop "B" 1 they estima.t,e inflicting ·in excess. of 500 ene!!zy' 
casualties including 200 killed, during the attacks against their positions. 

Troop "C", ll7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Y.ra.s given the order 
to withdrau to the nen defense line shortly after Troop "B" • It TJaS reported 
that the third platoon of Troop "C" was overrun, receiving intense enerey
small arms fire and infiltration; T:hich was heaviest on their left and center 
sectors. The uithdraYial of the first and second pla-yoons i;ra.s .executed success
fully retaining the majority of their equipment.; Tthile the third platoon 
lost all equipment and automatic i;reapons. The platoon of 4.2 mortars, , 
supporting Troops "C" and 11 B", were threatened to ba oveITun and it Yras 
necessary to destroy four mortars to prevent capture by the enemy• 

At approximately 04JOA word was receiv;ed from "Hudelson Task Force" 
, that the 19th Armored Infantry Battalion less one company, TfaS being s~nt to 

support·the ll7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron. 

, Captain Zecca~ aITived at 04l5A in the area where the neTir defense 
line was to be organizeci, and took command 'Of the situation. Troop "B" 1ms 
employed on the left of the line uith Troop 11C11 on the right• Comfany 11 B11 

54oth =::i.gineers i'JaS intermingled uith both troops, as this i;ias their first 
clos~ combat experience• The platoon of tank destroyers from the 645th 
Tank Destroyer Battalion was placed in positi-0n for close support• A nen 
defense line was · organized to the right and left of the road ·at 777-464 and 
782-464 at 04JOA. Two platoons of the 54oth Engineers were 'initia.l]y employed, 
supported by the second platoon Troop "B", 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron. The remaining platoon of engineers vias held in reserve 500 yards 
to the rear_. ' 

The 

moved into this line. It was 

mately 60-75 men 


--\ 

·~ 
. -~ 

enenzy- i:ras less than 60 yards from these positions as our troops 
estimated the enemy force consisted of appr · 

supported with machine guns deployed in the dran at 77 

~ ~~~ --~ - - · ~ -~ 
., ~ . 



· 

~. 

Six light tanks, 
-

of Troop trF", 117th Cavo.lry
 
trore set -up at 779-462. ' They covered the ap~roachcs 

road• 


Three tank destroyers of 64.5th Tank Destroyer Battalion nere set 

in position at 778-463 and 779-462. · 


Thirty men of the platoon from Compaey 11 B11 ; 83d Chemical Mortar 

BattalioQ.,, who had destroyed their mortars, took up. security positions of 

rear installations at the cross-road (779-462) • · 


. The· one~~ continued his infiltrating tactics · from the dran 779~h6.5,, · 

maintaining heavy small arms and mac~ine gun fire agai!1-_st our ,defensivc line• 


. . . Ai;. app~o?dn1ntely 0.500A1 Captain Zecca realized th~t. his force 

could not cori.tairi the enemy in the dran. He then established .a defense line 

on the .nigh ground four hundred yards south of the cros.s-road (779-462). 

Platoons onq. and tno of Troop 11C11 , had -rlithdram1 to this' line and the third 

platoon Troop 11 B11 1 117th Cava~J Reconnaissance Squa.ctron, had also arrived. 

All of the above ·platoons 1·rore· immediately employed in the line. 


In this nerr defense lino1 Captain Zccco. ..~proved his positi~n a.rid 

protected his .only remaining route of -rd.thdra1ra.l. Reports were ·receivod 

from Troop "D", 94th CavaJ.r$r Reconnaissance Squadron on .the right of thi.s 

defense line, that strong emmy pressure was being maintained against that 


.position. · · 	 

An emmy patrol of 1.5-40 men .-ro.s ·6bscrved infiltrating southTrest 
.	down the drat~ at 776-46.5. A strong combat patrol from Troop 11C11 'Vms sent 

to observe and :r:cport the situation on the left flank where the above patrol 

-rra.s pbservcd. 


The enemy continued infiltratin,g tovra.rd this new position ii: an 

aggressive manner; Our troops engaged the enciey" with all avail.able weapons. 

Scattered r~rnnds o.:f enemy mortar commenced to fall into our positions•· ' 


• By 0700A the : remaining. personnel of Troops "B11 and 11C11 had success-· 

fully withdrmm to thc·.ne1:; defense. position and ha.cl been.' employed in the line. 


( . . . : 


. .. • At 0730A Captain Brovm, S-3 1 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, 

· ~rived at the for.-ra.rd position of Captain Zecca, accompanied by the S-2 of 

the 19th Armored I'nfantry R-rtto.lion, and one platoon of the 19th Infantry•. . 


Pcrsistant attempts by the enemy to infiltrate through our P.ositions 

i'rere continuously repulsed.. 


' •· 
· The bo.lance 'of tb-e 19th-Armored ·Infantry Battalion .under. coI11IJKl.nd 


of Ma.jor Green, less one compo.nJ-~ yJh.ich i.:ias, detached, clo13ed in by 0930A at 

789-458. The 19th Infantry intelligence and reconnaissance platoon immedi

ately reconnoiterea·the areci for·a line of departure, preparatory touard 


1 
· launching an attack. The attack °b".Y the 19th Armored . Infantry was to be 

launched from a line 778-460 to 784-461. Their mission rias to cle~r o.ut "the 
enemy and. restore the ariginal lines 'mD.intained 1?1~the 117th Cavalry 

· ··Reconnaissance Squo.dron. · ; " 
.. - 5 

------,/ 
- 1 
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The remaining elements of the 11 B11 and 11C11 Troops, 117th Cavalry 

Reconnaissance Squadrqn, and light tnn:ks . df Troop "F", Yiould support this 

attack. It Tins plann~d that the 117th Cavalry elements yrould occupy the 

groun9. of .'.intermediate objectives as the attack ~ogresscd. · 


Our Air OP reported at 1030A that approximately 60-80 enCIIzy" -rrere 

observed moving southwest from 772-462 • It -rras believed the µitention of 

this enemy force Yins to cut the :-dthdro:rml route of our forces. 


Enemy pressure agninst our right flank became more aggressive. 
Troop 11D11 , 94th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron reported an enemy tank 
supported·by approximatel~.. Jo-40 dismounted enemy npproaching from Stockbronn 
ca;u-L]9). · · . -~ 

By noon no word -rra:s received from otir patrol operating on our left 
flank. The situc.tion ..-ro.s obscure on the left flank, heavy pressure was 
being exerted on the right flank, uith small arms fire and ~ntcrmittent 
mortar fire on .our :ilnmediate front. 

Troop; 11n11 , 94th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron on the right flank, 
i:ras successfully Y4thdrmdng against increasin~ strong .eneley' pressure. It 
was nou apparent · that the enemy's intention was to advance toward the rear 
of our positions, cut our route of Tdthdrawa:l, and then reduce our positions 
from the rear• · 

. Troop 11n11 , 94th Cavaliy Reconnaissance Squadron reported an enemy 
tank supll!orted by thirty dismounted men, approaching from the vicinity 
794-462 on the immediate right flank of o'Ur position. One tank destroyer 
vro.s dispatched _by Captain Zecca ~md it engaged the encrq tank u ithin 500 
yar.ds of Captnin Zeccats GP. · This arcu Tro.s heavily nooded1 and the. enenzy
tank remained under cover• 

At the· squadron command post. tho s±tuc.tion Tra:s well in hand,· nith 
. complete information of the situ:::.tion along the entire sector q!11Hudelson 

Ta.sk Force"• It rm.s ,apparent that the right flank of "Hudelson Task Force" 

was falling back and reliable reports indicated that the enemy· was holding 

the ground at Bannstein·arid controlled the road running southwest as f ar 

south as 814-440. · , · 


Tho squadron c onn:i.und post at Mouterhouse 1~rns under enen:W artillery 
fire nnd it :ro.s de_cided to nova the command post one· nile south fi:-om 
Mouterhousc. Upon arriving there at 1330A, a report -i-m.s received thD.t 
BarentM.l Tnls under . enemy small arms fire and Colonel Hudelson requested . 
support~ · · · · · - •, 

. , 
When at 1400A 1 January 1945, it appeared that the right flank of 

. "Hudelson Task. Force" ua,s collapsing· and the possibility of the road betnoen 
:Mouterhouse and Barenthal ooing _dut, Lt• Colonel Hodge issued the folloi:tlng 
orders . - · · 

.I 
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· "Captain Zecca was ordered to withdraw q1~~ road ~ ~· . ~ 
between Mouterhouse and Lemberg.. Upon arriving · · ~ll¥. t ...ui ~"' 
Troops 11 B'1 and 11C11 were: to delay toward Lel!lberg. H · ~-Arw.ored Infantry r 
-was to withdraw ·to Motiterhouse and delay along .the road from Mouterhouse to 

Sarreinsberg (144-416)11 • · · .. . • . •· .. . • · . . . 


, . 
. . .• 

' · · . .Troops 11B" adi "D"1.1 94th CaW;llry Recan.na:issance ,Squadron, success- · 

fully tlisengaged with the enenzy" and w.tthdre1v to -accomplish. th~ir n~ mis.sion_. 

Arriving.at. Mou~erhouse at 1530A1' the leading elements of. T;'t'oop 11D11 were · 

fired upon by direqt fire from 'an ·estimated 8~ SP gun attempting to fight 

their lVW ron·m.rd• They ·received ene~·-. s~tl arms.. fil1e ori th~ eastern . 

~utskirts·of.Mouterhoua91. A road block was ~hen .est~blis~~d at .794~426 by 

Troop 11D11 1 to keep the ·road open running south1·rest fr.om Mouterho.use to . 

Sarreinsberg. · · · 


/ ' 

. . Th~ remaining eler.tents of Troops "B" and· 11D11 1 94th.:.Cavalry Reconnais
sance Squadron, _rd.thdrevt along the rga.d from Mouterhouse ;yrest tavra.rd Lemb¢rg. 


. t ·: 

In the meant:ilne Tro9p "C11 follorred by Troop..11B" ·of the ll7th 

Cavalry Reconnaissanc~ ·Squadron, withdrew Trest toward 1emberg. The 19th , 

Infantry supported by thre~ tank destroyers 1 vrithdre1·t to :Mouterhouse where 

they received heavy sni~er. fire:- . • 


: · , At l 700A the 19th Armored Infantry ·set up .a line astride ·the road 

southwest of Mouterhouse vicinity 776-426 southeast "to 778-41,, When nord 

y.ras received ·that.. Barenthal and Mouterhouse ·was in enemy 'hands it ·vra.s 

decided to s'et up a line from Re;pertswiller rrest to Sarreinsberg. 


· , The .19th Infantry and Troop 11C111 ll7th Cavalry, were withdra•;m 

to Sarreinsberg. Our engineers had previously. prepared two. charges in the 

road bet't'ree·n Mouterhouae and Sarreinsberg. · 


The ·squadron eomma.nd ·post .was established at Uingen 17QOA 1 January 

1945• ·Lt• Colonel·.Hodge and Captain .Zecca reported to the Commanding General 

of the 14th Armored Division at Bouxwiller for instructio~, since we rrere 

out of contact TI;tth "Hudelson Task Force"• Ltt Colonel Hodge called G-3 

of Vl Corps, to bring him up to d~te on the situatio.n. . . . · 
.. 
. . . 

· . · ·Lt. Colonel Hodge ascertained the ·location·.'o£11Hudelson Ta~k Force11 , 


and reported at ·Reipertsrd.ller approxima_te.ly. l700A l ..Janu8.r,y 1945. · 

Instructions were received from Colonel Hudelson to hold the present line 

bet·ween Reipertswiller to Sarreins'Perg. Thi.s .lj,.p.e,.was established· and held 

b.v elements of the 94th Oavalry ·Recq,ana:issance Squadron, Troop., 11 c11 , ll7th 

Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron .and the 19th Infantry Battalion. ·· ·· 


. ··Earl,. 2 January 1945,. ·eleme??-t~ of the·1i,9th -In:t'antr:r Re.giIDent ·: 
arrived to suppor~ ·.our ·po.sitioru,.~ The . commanding: of f i cer,. Colonel 11urpby, . 

ms infonned of the entire situatiqn by0800A .2.Janua.ry :J.945 at our squadron 

eo:mma:·:d post~ He employed his- battalions· generally a.J.on~ our defensive line. 


. · .. :- Late o~ : 2·.;~~ 1945~.:· ~··H~~iso~..T<l,sk._~o:rce" J.nf'orraed .Lt • .Ccil<?nei 
· Hodge that the ll7th,Cavaa.ry, . J;te?conpaiss?>nc~ Squadron and the 94th Caval.ry 
~econnaissance Squadron .wer e relieved~ The squa<fo . d~t(':p>': '!';'7"' 
-... .. ' ' . . ·, ~ - "· . . ..,., I . :i I·

' ~ ·;.,.. - .~7. . ... . • I ,.f ~~ •" ' ;,..c ~· If_ l 
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until 0800A 3 January 1945, and then assembled in the vicinity of Ringendort. 
Troop "C" of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadl'On, ·and the 19th Infantry 
.&l.ttalion were engaged by the eneiey" at Goetzenbruck. Troop ncn T@S ordered 
to remain in ~osition and,was later attached to tho 179th Infantry Regiment. 

. . 

Troop 11A11 1 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, attached to the 

62d Armored Infantry .&l.tta1ion, }"ras held in reserve in th,e .vicinity of . . _ 

Phillipsbourg. At appro~t.ezy_ 0130A 1 Jci.nuary 1945, the tro9p was alerted 

and ordered to move ·up toTra.rd Bannstein (833-447 ).. Captain Fitz-Rnndolpl}, 

the troop conunander, received orders· to set up defense positio~s with one 

platoon covering the road at 854-446, one platoon at .&i..nnstpin, arid the 
 ' 
remaining platoon held in reserve at Ppillipsbourg.. 

- ' 

The second platoon set up positions 400 yard15 southeast Q;f Bannstcin 
at 0145.A. This area was already under enen:w mortar, machine gun1 and SI!lfl.11 : 
arms fire. The third platoon moved into their sector at 854-446 at Ol50A... 
The lead ar,nored car wa.s hit and destroyed by an ene:nzy; bazooka. Four of our 
men uere wounded. It Tra.s determined that. ·the enenzy- alreacy held this ground. 
New· J?OSitions 1•rere taken up at the road junction (854-444); already under 
eneJJtY small . arms fire. The first platoon, then in reserve, rra.s ordered to 
support the third platoon in this ·sector .near the road-junction. 

The enemy maintained ,strong pressure against Bannstein, holding the 
high ground ,nor.th and east, and infiltrating from the T.re~t. At 0.500A a 
patrol was sent from Bannstcin·east to cbntact the third platoon at the road
junction (854-L.l.ih), but it failed to return. A second patrol was sent out 
and it found the abandoned jeep riddled, arrl the road cut by thc ,enemy at 
84.5-442. · The only route remaining open for the second platoon, -.-ias through 
Bnnnstein, then cut southwest. When it was apparent that Bannstein was in 
ene:nv hands and the platoon runnrunition exhausted, the platoon withdrew (0600A) 
i:r.ith their vehicles through heavy and very intense enemy- small arms 1fire. 
Several ·of the ·bantams 1were riddled and two men i:rounded. • 

> . . . 
The first platoon reached tho road-junction at 02JOA. and supported 

the third platoon. ·Heavy firefights continued and the ene:nv started to 
infiltrate into 11A11 Troops positions. It ...-ras d~cided to ....-r.ithdrau the vehicles 
torrard Ba.nnstein. They found the road cut by the enemy, then orders :rrere 
given to T.'ithdrau to the east t01rard Phillipsbourg. 5hc f:ticn~. infantry 
had already withdrai:m-from the north ·of our ·positions. 

·,Thd first platoon rd.thdre1v first, taking onl;y tpe annored cars of 

both the first and thirQ. platoons. The route of 1rl.thdranal was covered .nith 


. heavy enemy small arms, 'machine gun. and l:>azooka fire., and the jeeps, could 
not possibly ' survive the fire. One armored cu.r of the first platoon was hit 
with a h..1.zooka but Trc:i.s able. to proceed to safety. The ba.lnnce of the meB 
of this platoon and those of the third pJ..:i.toon, 1ier0. reorganized l:Jy Lt. Ga1J§s, 
third platoon leader•. When he found it impossible to mount these men in 
bantams, he had them Tr.i.thdrmv dismounted across -country.. They ·crune through 
several small streams with water up their Tmist.. This dismounted group 
totaled ·about 25 men, completely rr.ithout ~unition for their pe:;-sonal 
weapons.. They arrived safely.,at Phillipsbourg.ar ~ 

. . 1
~ 

Q7~ . 11'\. ~- -7- ~ 

- . 
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The highest possib~c qualities ~f leader,~~ .. ~splUA-'1:\:!- .... -~~ - . 

leaders of the first and third· platoons in withdr . ~ll t~ir... .-~il.1-~ ., . 
ment and maximum number of men, under the most int \ ntmzy- small ams, 
machine gun a.nd bazooka fire• 

. "' 

' : At 1300A 1 January 1945, Captain Fitz-Randolph: :mas :iriformed by 


C.olonel Meyers, Commanding Officer of the ·62d Armored Infantry, . that· an enemy 

armored colUJJUl wa:s approaching Phillipsbourg. .Captain I<"'itz-Randolph was . 

ordered to take his rema.ini12g ~quipment and personnel, and delay this colUJJUl : 

southeast of Phillipsbourg. He was to allow the enenzy- column to pass through, 

then hit· them from the rear• 


•I ' •' 

Positions were organized by lL.OOA and maint/:l.~d until i600A• A new 

mis~ion 1m.s then assigned Troop 11A11 , as the threatening enemy column attack 

•did not matel.'ialize• . . .. · , . . 

.. Ne1r positions were taken up in an infantry ,role ·northvre~t :of Phillip
sbourg filling a gap betvreen an engineer and a tank destroyer unit. In the 

meantime, the second platoon of Troop 11A11 1 had' rejoined their Troop and was 

employed in :this ·neYr mission. The a"bove posit"ion vrcts :maintaine.d 'Until llOOA 

2 January 1945 TJithout enetey' cpntact e . 


.' '• . '.. 
Troop· "A" 'Was relieved from attadhment to' ·the 62.d Armored ., Infantry 


Battalion, and returned to the control of the l17th Cavalry Reconnai~sance 

Squadron,. at· l,500A 2 January 1945. · . ··· · • . .
. ' . " 

It is estimated· thnt Troop 11A11 inflicted in exc~ss of ·150 enemy " 

casualties, not counting casualties inflicted by our .mortars. Troop 11A11 


losseq, rrere ten men wol.Ulded and nine men .missing• · 

' . .... .... .-\ ' 

-OONCLUSIOIJ .. 
. l. ' The s'ecto~ : assigned to the l17th Cavalry Recorma.issance Squad]'.'on . 


(Mecz) and its. attached units consisted of heavily wooded and hilly 17errain. 

There was only one seoondal"'J . road leading into the sector and a li!!d.ted .m~ber 

of trails.. In keeping :Yr.ith the limitations and capabilities of mechanized , 

cnvalry1 it WC3.S found necessary to employ the -maximum' fire power of all yreapons 

nm.le engaged in an infant:cy role. The particular ·sector 1-ro.s · of a definite 

infantry character, therefore the mechanized cavalry platoons, which consist 

of twenty nine men and one officer, organized their p(>sitions as strong points 

of resistance,- mutual~ supporting each other by fire. None of the platoons 

employed were up to fuJ:.?- strength.· 


. · ' ... 

. · 2.- -Just prior to. the heavy· enen:w" att'ack at midriight ·on· 31 De9~mber ·1944, 
th~ entire squadron sector was defended by a double apron 9f barbed. Yd.re. 
A secon<;lary line of concertina rdre was installed -i:r.tth anti-perso~l mine 
fields.'betvreen the .barbed uire and the .concertina-.. In addition all-proba,ble 
ene?ey"' approaches leading toT,..ard 1.ou:.r positions 1·.rere booby trapped and trip . 
flares ·rrere installe,d. Each platoon sect9r was organized as a strong point . \ 

of resistD.nce, auto?t!Atic Treapons dug .in with alternate positions ·prepared. 
Con,hecting trenches to a.11: gl.ln positions were dug.. Fields of fire TJeJ;'S improved 

· con~tantly up· until· the. attack• . Armored cars and light tap.ks rierc e.ither dug 
in or ' placed in hull def'ilade position. Automatic fire of every weapon ·r.ras 

. . ~ 
M -~ 
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coordinated to cove~ the entire area .and"to support elements of the right and 
left. Additional~ auto:mntic Yreapons rdthout cre11S' we~ dug in position wherever 

, possible to p:rqvide tli.e maximum degree of sustained' fire in .thi event .of a · 
heavy

. 
attack 
~ 

in force.... ·~ . . 

3. · On the late afternoon of 31 December 1944, Mnjor Samsel, Executive 
Officer 11 ll7th Cavalry; nccompa.nied by Lt. Colonel ~Meyers, Commanding Officer 
62d·Armored Infan~ry Battalion, and Captain Ba.rnaby1 .Commanding Qff;i.cer Troop 
"B" 1 117yh Cavalry, personally inspected eacli gun po~itiori .in Troop 11 B11 ll.7th 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadrons sector. Upon the completion of this inspection 
Major Samsel informed Lt. Colonel Hodge that in his opinion, the defense in 
the "B'1 Troop ~,ector was excellent' and that he had never seen a better position 
pre~d since 'being in combat in Italy and France. .. 

~ 4. Dii-ect co~unication by Ttlre was established fropi squadroi:i head
q~ers. to n.11· troop command posts. In turn each .platoon was also in direct 
communico.t.ion by Tdre to their troop coIIl!lland posts. All Tdre communication 
,va,s sup:ilemented by radio communication includirtg· d01m to section level. As ' 

I a result, there was a constant flow of spot information which made it possible
I 
I to exer,cise cqmplete control of the situation along· the entire sector• . :t:t . 

·further insured a cooi,dinated successfu1 withdraun.11 permitting .the ma.Ximlim 
number. of personnel to fall back, when.. ordered to do so. 

5 • .The enernyls initial attack against the ll"!th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
f 

Squadron (]tecz) sector consisted o~ a minimum of "11000 enell\Y troops.· From 
the maimer in 'Which the enemy attacked1 in a most fana.tical·fashion1 it is 
believed that the enenw personnel must have received· a stimulating shot of · 
some drug. The eµerny att.acked in waves, standing up1 screaming and yelling, 
never fal~ering against withering· automatic and artillery fire. A conservative 
estimate· by ·responsible leaders ·indicated that the enemy suffered a minimum 
of 50% in casualties in his initial attack. The total enemy casualties . 
inflicted by personnel of the · ll7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (mec·z) 
.f'rom-, the initial ,g.ttack B.lo~, midnight 31 December 1944 to 1200A 1 January 
1~45, is. estimated at a minilnum of 1 1 000 enenw·~ This does not ,include enenw 
losses by unobserved artillery and mortar fire. 

6. Each officer anci non-commissioned officer displayed the quality of... 
leadership in a suP.,erior manrler. Had this quality been lac}{ing or had ciey
thing less than a superior effort 'Qeen exerted, it would not have been possible 
to continue to defend thei-r positions· against overwhelming odds and against 
a fanatical erierny, . nor would they have been able .to inflict such severe 
casualties against the enernyts determined attack.. When the order was gi.ven to 
withdraw, the platoons fo~grit their way thr<>ugh the enemy who had infiltrated 
and ~urrounded tµeir posit~ons. The leaders again displayed remarkable .. 
control by withdrawing the maximum number of ·personnel to the new qefense 
line being fo~ed., This is attested by the ··light casll:8-ltics suffei1ed by all 
persoru1el of the ],17th CavalrjT · :{teconnaissance · Squadl;'on (Mecz) · Killed' . on EM,. 
Wounded: one · (1) officer, t _vrelve (12)' EM, MiS:!i~gs Cne (1) officer, twenty 

!Our (24) Ell.. Total thirty. nine (39) casualt~•: · .. ~. ."' ~, :I'll. If'.'~~ D 
J .. Ct..B\J" 
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7. Leaders exercised kee11 ltSl!JIW.lin~nA.~f,ri~~a,,-; i.-dth. 
wh~tever eq~pment possible unc~E. .'1&'!~~sp1'ces. 7H! f. ght ,~o. the · 
point i;mere it was no longer p~ \>le tc;> l?hl•U.~ dtlie -. positions1 the 
decisions rrere made on tho spot men seconds coi.mted nhether to abandon, dest~ey1 
or remove equipment. Many decisions decree that to order the men to remove 
the lighter. vehicles 'would have meant sure· death in expo~ing. persomtel to 
the heavy enemy fire. The decision at hand, the;-efore, nas ·either to bring out 
the maximum. of personnel uith the minim.UX!i of personnel with the minimum of equi~ 
ment 1 or•.the possib1lity of attempting to withdraw i.-t.i.th the majority of the 
equipment i:dth sl:Un hope of surviving the enenzy-•s fire 1 and living to fight 
the enemy another day. Spec~lized personnel of mechanized cavalry requires 
extensive training. C'l,l!'rent replacements are i.msatisfactory1 therefore each 
seasoned and bat-tle tested man lost would be exceedingly difficult to replace. 

Vehicles losses sustained: , 

Armored Cars M8 Tnelve (12) 

Jeeps, 1/4 ton - Thirty eight (38) 

Light TftnkS M.5.Al - Six (6)

Half Tracks M3Al - T'wo . (2) 


8, The following amount of ammi.mition uas expended b°IJ the 117th 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz) from.the time of the initial attack 
at midriight 31 December 1944 to 1200A 1 January 1945. Ammunition. expendi
tures of attached and supporting organizations not included. 

, . 
30 Cal. · Belted 	 ll6100b roi.mds 

· 	30 Cal~ Rifle 5;100 rounds 

30 Cal~ Carbine 3;500 roi.mds 

45 Cal. l1+;220 roi.mds 

50 Cal. 61225 rounds 

37 mlfi i,oao roi.mds 

60 mm (Mortar) 260 roi.mds 

81 mm (Mortar) 90 roi.mds 


105 	cm (Howitzer) 800 rounds 

Grenades 275 


9. As a result of the above action the follouing munber of ·citations 
arc being submitted for personnel of yhe 117th Cavalry Reconnai~sance 
Squadron: 

Distinguished Service C~oss - One (1) 

Silver Star - Seventeen (17) 

Bronze Star - Fifty three (53) 

·, 


10. In conclusion it is considered that the actions of the 117th 
Cavalry Rec9nnaissance Squadron (Uecz) in Ft aBirt~e area 31 December l9L4 
1 January · 1945 against a fanatical and oitertfu~"l o!#c ~~~ 'Was · 
ememplary • The action of all personnel inCiicatcd a kean s-c;ih.se Jt~r · 
a high stat.a of training and discipline. · . ' · ~ .;i 

g ~. 
-11 -	 . " ..., , .. .,,.._ 
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There remains no doubt but that the ultiniatc objective outli..'1ed in Lt•. 
General Dever's Order of the Day #1 dated l January 1945, to Destroy the Enell)X:, 
iaas achieved. . ' · 

. . 

/s / 	 Harold J. Samsel; 
HAROill J. S.AMfil:L1 
Major, Cavalry, 
Connnancling. 

. )
Ringendorf, France 

'.8 January 1945 
I 

Attached:, 	 1/25,oop map marked rdth positions of 117th Ca"ira.l.ry Reconnaissance 

Squadro.ns pqsitions, prior to the cnctey" attack•. 
. . 	 . . . 

,, ~ -~, 

u · ~'- -·
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