











PREF4CE

The confusion and uncertainties rampant on the battlefields of
every war are compounded as each battle sinks into the obscurity of written
history. The story of HERRLISHEIM amply illustrates this truism of most
battle reportings, The lack of factual information concerning the opera-
tion limits basic research to a considerable degree, For example, there
are no after-action reports concerning Headquarters, Combat Command B,
and the 714th Tank Battalion -~ two of the principal units in the action,
The after-action report of the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion is very
brief and concerns itself only with a few preliminary orders and reports,
foreover, no written orders have been found concerning the operation from
the 79th Infantry Division down through the smaller units, with the excep-
tion of the 12th Armored Division Artillery plan, which was quite complete.
This lack of any substantial officiai documents has necessitated that this
report rely heavily upon the 7th Army report of the action, which, it must
be remembered, was written some time after the action and was based mostly
on interviews with small unit commanders and their staffs, and with enlisted
men of Combat Command B,

As a result of these limitations, some of the conclusions drawn
are not substantiated by overwhelming documentary evidence, They are,
however, in accord with all known facts, and fit the presumed facts whichk
were inferred from the situation,

The committee is indebted to those former members of Combat Come
mand B, 12th armored Division, who offered information, advice, and
assistance in preparation of the report. Much valuable information was

provided by Major General Roderick R, Allen, former Commanding General,

iii



12th Armored Division ; Colonel Wallace H, Barnes, General sllen's Chief
of Staff; and Colonel Charles G, Bromley, Commanding Officer, Combat Com-

mand E,
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NOTE

I. Clarification of the narrative, Chapters 4 through 9, can be improved

by reference to:

1.
2.

3.

Map (M), of the territory in question,
Sketch (D), of the Li BREYMUHL water control area.

Sketch (0), of the town of HERRLISHEIM.

ITI, Capital Letters and Parentheses in the Narrative:

1,

2,

3,

In all instances where a capital letter, or letters, is followed
by a dash line and then another letter in parentheses, either (M),
(D), or (0), it refers to its location on either the map or
sketches bearing these identifying letters., The whole set will
be in parentheses, Example: (si-M), showing that the specific
object in questiocn can be found at point As on sketeoh M,

In cases where merely the letter in Parentheses M,D, or O, is
found, it means that the action concerned is located on that
particular map or sketch, Example: (i), (D), (0).

when a phase line number is inserted in parentheses it refers to
one of the first four street corners in the northwest sector of

HERRLISHEIM on the sketch, Fxample: (phase line No, 1).



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter Page
1 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND o & o ¢ & ¢ o o « o o o o 1l
Purpose ¢ % 6 © a © ® o e & e ® 8 * 0 ¥ 4 o e 8 o @ 1

The Big Picture e o & ¢ & * s e ° o e ®© 9 ° 2 e e o 2

12th Armored Division o v & & ¢ v o o o o « o o o A

TRAINING 10

2
3  PREPARATION AND PLANS . ¢ v o o 4 ¢ o o o o o o o o o 14
L THE COMBAT COMUAND ATTsCKS (7-9 January 1945) . . . . 18
5 THE SECOND ATTEMPT (9-10 January 1945) .+ o o o o o o 27
6  FINAL ATTACK AND wITHDRAAL (10-11 January 1945). . ., 38

7  SUPPORTING TROOPS + 4 v o « o o o o s o o o o o s o o 54
Field Artillery «a ® 9 » . ° . * » L ) . e & o L 5&
En.gineers ] * . - . [ . [ . . . - Y . [ ] - L] 3 * L] 62

8 COMMUNICATIONS AND CONTROL & v o o o o o « = o« o « o b5

9 CONCLUSTIONS & ¢ o o « o s o o o o o s « o o 4 o 0 « o« 69
Lessons Learned o o o o o o o 5 & 5 o 4 4 o v o o o 76

APPENDICES
Ja Friendly Order of Battle « . ¢ &+ o o ¢ v ¢ o o o« 78
Ib Enemy Order of Battle « v v ¢« ¢« ¢ o ¢ o« o ¢ o s o 79
IT Terrain Study o « ¢ ¢ v o ¢ o o o o ¢ o o o o o o 97
IIT  Orders . . v o 4 o s o o o s 5 4 o o s o ¢ o oo 101
IV Statistics & 4 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o s o o o o v o o .. 103

vi



GHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTEON AND BaCKGROUND

E urpose

The month of Jznuary 1945 will remain vivid in the memory of those
members of Combat Command B, 12th armored Division, who participated in
that unit's attack on HERRLISHEIQ.‘ For, during the period 8-11 January,
this Combat Command was engaged‘in a bloody encounter against the Germans
under the most trying of conditi;ns.

This assault at HERRLISHEIM provides the basis for this report.
The purpose of this paper is to ;nalyze an historical operation in which
a combat command of an armored division was attached Lo an infantry divi-
sion, and given the mission of r;ducing a bridgehead, In addition, this
study will attempt to point out adherence to, and violation of, past and
present doctrine, It compares p;st and present ofganiaation, equipment ,
and employment,

Certain basic considerations must be ever present in the thinking
of all military commanders when employing armor. Thesc are, first, the
selection of the right combination of armored infantry and tanks to complefe
successfully a given mission; and second, the effect of terrain and weather
on armored employment,

In order to reduce to a minimum the chances for selecting the
wrong type of team for a specific mission, or of employing armor over un-
favorable terrain, planning must be deliberate and detgiled., Sufficient
time must be allowed for commanders in all echelons to make an appropriate

reconnaissance and to formulate plans, Current doctrine presented in
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third inthe HATTEN~RITTERSHOFFEN area on the ALSATIAN PLAIN, and the fourth
offensive was in the HERRLISHEIM-GAMBSHEIM area in the RHINE bridgehead.3

In this latter sector the enemy forces crossed the RHINE on the
morning of 5 January and attacked american positions from KILSTEIT to
DRUSENHEIM, The west bank of the RHINE in this area was thinly held by
our forces. They were undergoing a succession of reliefs and reorganiza-
tion which resulted in units under mixed commands attacking the Germans
who had crossed the RHINE.L’

On 5 January (Saturday) several attempts were made to eliminate
the German foothold on the west bank of the RHINE., One American unit
attacked southeast from BISCHWILLER toward RCHRWILLER; another attacked
astride the road from WYERSHEIM toward GAMBSHEIM; still another attacked
from KILSTETT toward GAMBSHEIM; but all of these attacks were unsuccessful
and by 1900 hours on 5 January the Germans were established in a bridge—
head five miles long and two miles deep,

On 6 January (Sundey) an American task force entered GAMBSHEIM,
but the enemy counterattacked and the task force withdrew, Another task
force attempted to enter GAMBSHEIM from another direction but it, too,
was unsuccessful, On this same day a third American force attacked from
BISCHWILLER and entered RCHRWILLER. Its attack was halted there,

On 7 January (ilonday) an hAmerican force attacked to clear the
enemy from the southern part of DRUSENHEIM but was forced back into the
northern part of the village,?

| Because the enemy situation in the HERRLISHEIM-GAMBSHEIM area
was becaming so serious and no other sllied forces were readily available,

Seventh Army was able to get the 12th Armored Division released from
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By 8 December the divisionAhad relieved the 4th Armored Divi-
sion in its sector and its mission was to support the advance of the
26th Infantry Division in breaching the MAGINOT LINE and continue the
attack to the SIEGFRIED LINE.9 At this time the 12th Ammored Division
command post was at DOMFESSEL., The three armored field artillery
battalions were returned to the division to participate in this
action.

During this drive towards the SIEGFRIED LINE the division's
actions were divided into two phases - the first from 7-15 December
and the second from 19-25 December,

In the first phase the division was opposed by elements of

the 111th Panzer Division which was fighting a delaying action., The

12th Armored Division formation consisted of Combat R on the right,
Combat Command A on the left, and Combat Cammand B in reserve., During
this phase none of the units under Combat Command B became heavily
engaged with the enemy,.

The division's casualties during its first experience in com-
bat from 7-15 December was 6 officers and 37 enlisted men killed,

16 officers and 141 enlisted men wounded,
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The 80th Infantry Division moved into the 12th Armored Division
sector and took over its area by 15 December, thus ending the first
phase.lo

In the second phase from 19-25 December the division was opposed

by the 257th Volksgrenadier Division which was fighting a defensive action,

During this phase the division was involved, at first, in scattered action
at BEITVILLER, SINGLING, BINNING and UTWEILER and then, in accordance with
Seventh Army's defense plans, and orders from corps, the division consoli-
dated its forward positions and prepared for the defense of its area, At
this time the division command post was at RAHLING.

On 25-26 December the 12th Armored Division was relieved of its
defensive mission in the front lines and moved to ALBESTROFF to form the
XV Corps reserve.l:L

On 29 December the division became a part of SHAEF reserve,12 On
31 December the division moved to a bivouac area south of DIEUZE,

The 12th Armored Division remained in SHAEF reserve until it was
released to Seventh Army which, on 6 January, ordered Combat Command B to
HOCHFELDEN and on 7 January attached it to the 79th Infantry Division
under VI Corps cmtrol.l3

On 8 January the rest of the 12th armored Division was ordered to
HOCHFELDEN where it was placed under VI Corps. It was to be the corps re-
serve, and it was also ordered to maintain a reconnaissancé screen along
VI Corps' south boundery.

On 7 January the 79th Infantry Division was fighting in the

BISCHWILLER-WEYERSHEIM-DRUSENHEIM area near the RHINE River, Combat
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Command B was attached to assist in the reduction of the German bridgehead
established across the RHINE in the HERRLISHEIM-GAMBSHEIM area,

While Combat Command B was to dbtack to the south and seize
HERRLISHEIM the 79th Infantry Division Was to attack DRUSENHEIM,

Before continuing with Combat Command B's gperations in the
HERRLISHEIM area it is appropriate at this time to look into the previous
training that the 12th Armored Division had undergone while in the United

States and England.

NOTES FOR CH&PTER 1

1, Dwight D, Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe (Garden City, NY,
Doubleday and Co, 1948) p 362.

2, Report of Operations, Seventh United States army, Volume II
(Published by aloys Graf, Heidelberg, Germany, liay 1946, Printed by the
Heidelberg Gutenberg Printing Gompany, Stuttgart, Germany), p 496.

3. AHistory of the United States Twelfth armored Division (Published
by army and Navy Publishing Company, Baton Rouge, ‘Louisian?J s P 35

L. Op ¢it, Report of Operations, Seventh United States army, Volume

5. Ibid, p 599.
6, Ibid, p 600.

7. Op cit, A History of the United States TWelfth armored Division,

P 24,
8. Ibid, p 24,
9. Ibid, p 27.
10, Ibid, p 29.

llo Ibid, p 3[‘,.






CHAPTER 2

TRAINING

On 15 September 1942, the governors of the states of KENTUCKY and
TENNESSEE met at the newly-constructed C.lP CAMPBELL for participation in
the activation of the 12th Armored Division., Major General CARLOS BREWER
assumed command on the activation of the unit.l

Filier replacements began arriving on 24 October 1942 and the
usual bMobilization Training Program began on 10 November, Training for
the new men was typical of all new units with the normal eccentricities
of the weather of the area, the usual road marches, and first ethelon
maintenance, Included in the training was a well-publicized athletic
program.2

On 1 4pril 1943, the 56th Ammored Infantry Regiment with the
necessary attachments was given the special mission of guarding a portion
of the route of a train trip of President Roosevelt,>

The first overnight division exercise began on 27 April, Six weeks
later the division, along with other units of the IV Armored Corps, was
transferred to Second army, IV Armored Corps staged a two-day problem
on the CAMP CAMPBELL reservation on the 16th and 17th of July.

In august 1943 the Division participated in two preparatory exer-
cises for the coming TENNESSEE maneuvers, The first was a five-day river
crossing staged on the nearby CUMBERLAND RIVER., The second was a four-
day field exercise involving air-ground training staged at the home station
of CuMP Ci4MPBELL.

On 3 September the units started the move to the south in order
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to participate in the TENNESSEE mgneuvers which lasted from 6 September to
1 November, These same units were involved in eight of the operations of
the maneuvers.h

Félldwing the maﬁeuvers the division moved to CiMP BaRKELEY, TEXAS,
where it 1mMeéiaééiy htaréed feorgéniéation' along. the new lines which
eiixninated the f‘e’gim‘ehtai oi'génization‘s and made the battalions self-sup-
porting, &lso at this time units received the numerical designations that
were retained throughout the entire combat period.5

’ In early 1944, field problems became more frequent. Night driving,
scouting and patrolling, and security practice were on the schedule during
the month of February, Some of the units were selected to go to FORT BLISS
for anti-aircraft firing. Many men were leaving to cadre new units or to
join.: those already oversczs, Replacements were being trained and absorbed
into units of the division.

On 8 March 1944, the L4th Tank Battalion was relieved from assign-
ment and the 714th Tank Battalion transferred in to take its place, Many
of the personnel of the 7l4th were returning to the division after being
separated from it during the reorganization,

In June the Division was scheduled for testing by the War Depart-
ment to determine if a state of readiness for overseas existed, These
tests were never completed, 4 few days later on 7 July, the 12th Armored
Division was en route to CiMP BGIIE for retesting and the rest of July was
spent in breparation for shipment overseas.

The Division moved to tﬁg NBV YORK PORT OF EMBARKATION where it

engaged in a training program in5preparation for the ocean voyage. Major

6

General RoBerick R, .dllen assumed Command of the division at this time,
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The next t;-e.ining for combat that the lnits teceived was in and
around TIDWORTH BARRACKS, the spring boatd for ametican armored divisions
en route to the Cohtinent. Maintenance sections and tank c¢rews were now
servicing the new Ford tank engine, Other troops were cleaning and
processing new but femiliar equipment.7

Movement to the Continent and to an area in the Ninth aArmy zone
was accomplished by 22 November 1944, Events soon ended this attachment
for, on 27 November, the Division was alerted for an unexpected move to
the Seventh Army, By the time of this alert an advance party of officers
had cbserved thé combat techniques and tactics of the 2d Armored Division
in order to become better prepared for combat with the Ninth Army.8

In December the 12th armored Division participated in combat as
described in Chapter 1. The units then took inventory and pushed efforts
to work out the answers to problems that had arisen on the battlefield
and might be expected to arise again, Tactics were discussed by officers
and key non-commissioned officers. Orientations concerning the Seventh
Army zone Were presented to every man. Communication difficulties had been
encountered and efforts were made to find means to overcome them. The art
of laying communicetion lines was revived and units began to depend more
and more upon this type of communication,?

The year ended with the division undergoing a training program
stressing the lessons learned in battle and orienting the new replacements.
The 56th armored Infantry Battalion ard the 714th Tank Battalion, the two
units to be most heavily engaged during the period of this study, were

training near the town of LINDR4 HAUTE,O
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CHAPTER 3

PREPARATION AND PLANS

At tﬁe end of 1944 bthe 12th Armored Division was in SHAEF reserve
near the village of DIEUZE west of the VOSGES. On é January this status
was changed by Seventh army orders alerting the Division, Events concern-
ing this change in status were described in Chapter 1., Information re-
ceived by the Division was that VI Corps had a mission to be accomplished
and that the Division would furnish one combat command. Headquarters of
the Division asked for more information concerning the expected operation
in order to send a more effective combination of combat elements, The
only informztion received was that one combat ccmmand, accompanied by a
tank destroyer battalion, would move east of the VOSGES. A balanced com-
bat command, composed of the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion and the 714th

Tank Battalion with supporting elements, was ordered to the town of

HOCHFEIDEN. -

The former Chief of Staff of the 12th Armored Division
stated as follows:

Few if any higher commands under whcm the Division served were
aware of the fact that the organization of a combat command is
flexible, Most were under the impression that an armored division
was organized as is an infantry division; that is, with three com-
bat teams or combat commands. For example, on more -than one occasion,
in fact on several occasions, as Chief of Staff I received from high-
er headquarters to furnish a combat command fcr specific detached
missions, In answer to my question, "General, what composition do
you desire in this combat command?" the answer was invariably "an
ordinary combat command," Wwhen I replied "General, there is no such
thing, Do you want this one heavy in armor or heavy in infantry?"
the usual answer was, occasionally with a bit of added profanity,
"You have three, send one," As matters developed, this became so.
ordinary or so usual I estimate today mcst pecple feel that a ccmbat
command is a definite type unit of fixed ccmposition,

Upon receipt of the order to move, Combat Ccmmand B, commanded by



o
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Colonel Charles V. Bromley made the march to HOCHFELDEN arriving at the
town on the merning of 7 January. The disposition of the tank destroyer
battalicn that ac¢companied Combat Command B hes not been definitely
determined; however, it did not participate as a part of the combat can-
mand,

On 7 January Combit Command B joined the 79th Infantry Divisicn,
which was then engaged in fighting in the BISCHWEILER, DRUSENHEIM, and
WEYFRSHEIM area near the RHINE River, Follwwing this attachment, Ccmbat
Command B next moved to the town of BISCHWEILER where it was to establish
a command post for the ccming attack on HERRLISHEDM, 3

Colonel Bromley had crganized his command as follows:

Task Force Power (Lt, Col, PHELAN Commanding)
714th Tank Battalicn (- Company B)
Company C 56th armcred Infantry Battalicn
Task Fcrce Rammer (Lt. Ccl. INGRaM Commanding)
56th srmored Infantry Battalion (- Ccmpany C)
Company B 714th Tank Battalion
Combat Ccmmand Troops
Headquarters and Headquarters Ccmpany
Company B, 119th Engineer Battalicn
L94th armored Field artillery Battalicn

Cn the mcrning of 8 January, Task Force Rammer was entering the
village cf KURTZENHAUSEN and Task Force Power was abcut two miles south
moving into the town of WEYERSHEIM., Immediately after arriving in their
respective areas, both units received word that they would attack the
town of HERRLISHEIM from the north, Time cf the attack was tc be 1000
and the attack pcesiticns were to be just west cf the town of RCHRWEILER,
It was expected that elements of the French 2d Armored Division were to

make a simultaneocus attack on GAMBSHEIM, south of HERRLISHEIM. Elements

of the 79th Infantry Division were to make a demonstration against
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DRUSEMHEIM to the northedsti Company B of the 119th was to be used to
facilitate the advatice of the tiWo task fortéss

The preceding plan for tHe attack Qy Combat COmmand B seems to
have been based largely on eh 1ntéiligeﬁ¢é estimate that thé number of
Germans in thé‘HERRLiSHEIM—DRUSENHEIM area numbered between 800 and 1200
soldiers from many organizations. also it was established that antiair—
craft protection was heavy and that friendly observer-type planes were
practically excluded from the area, The exact location of enemy positions
was unknown or at best, vague.

Task Force Rammer's original plan of attack was to use Company &
of the 56th armored Infantry Battalion to lead, followed by Company B of
the 714th Tank Battalion., The Mortar Platoon of Headquarters Company of
the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion was to support the attack from posi-
tions near RCHRWEILER,

Task Force Power was to deploy near ROHRWEILER, with the attached
Company C of the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion prepared to move east
with the intial mission of protecting the east flank of Task Force Rammer,
As soon as HERRLISHEIM was seized, Company C would then move south, pass
along the eastern edge of the town and continue the attack., Company C
was then to capture the town of OFFENDORF and eventuzlly, to effect a
junction with the French forces advancing from the GAMBSHEIM area, thus

L

cutting the enemy routes of withdrawal,

NOTES FOR CHAPTER 3

1. Op cit, A History o{%zhe UniteqvStates Twelfth Armored Division,
p35. T e e
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2, Letter, w. H. BuRNES, Col GSC, 12 January 1950; p 3:

3. Op.cit, HISTORY of the United States Twelfth armored Division,
p 37.

L. Op cit, passim, Initial sgsault On-Herrlisheim.
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CHAPTER 4
THE COMBAT COMiaND ATTiCKS (7-9 January 1945)

Task Forde Rammer moved in column with Company B, 56th Armored
Infantry Battalion, as the leading element, The Heavy Machine Gun Platoon
of Headquarters Company, 56th Armored Infantry Battalion, was attached to
Company B, The remainder of the column consisted of Company 4, 56th Armored
Infantry Battalion, followed by Company B, 714th Tank Battalion, and Head-
quarters Company, less its Heavy Machine Gun Platoon, Wwas the last element.
This order was continued until the force reached BISCHWEILER (M). At
BISCH..EILER Companies a and B, 56th armored Infantry Battalion, dismounted
from their vehicles to continue the march on foot.,l It was soon discovered
that vehicles could be brought closer to a proposed assembly area in the
vicinity of RCHRWILLER (M). The two units then remounted and continued
the march, The Reconnaissance platoon, which should have led the column
and reconnoitered the route, marched at the rear of the column.

During the course of the delay, Headquarters Company, 56th Armored
Infantry Battalion, passed from the rear of the column to the head and
continued on the way, This unit, led by its Reconnaissance Platoon,
arrived at an assembly area in the vicinity of RCGHRVILLER (M) at approxi-
mately 0930. Headquarters Company organized a command post. The Assault
Gun and Mortar Platoons took up firing positions in the vicinity of the
town.2

In the meantime Task Force Power passed through Task Force Rammer
during the delay at BISCHWEILER. Company C, 714th Tank Battalion, was.

leading followed by Company 4, 714th Tank Battalion minus its 3d Platoon,
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Company D, 71hth Tank Battalion, was following Company 4 of the same or-
ganization, Company C, 56th armored Infantry Battalion had left its ve- -
hicles in WEYERSHEIM and was riding on the tanks of Companies 4 and C,
714th Tank Battalion, The snti-Tank Platoon of Company C, 56th Armored
Infantry Battalion rode their own vehicles at the rear o% tﬁe columnj
The 3d Platoon Company C, 7ikth Tank Battalion, had been attached to the
92d Cavalry Reconnaissance Bzttalion at NEYERSHEIM.3

after passing through Task Force Rammer, Task Force Power moved
toward ROHRWILLER (4). However, as the unit approached RCHRWILLER it was
discovered that a bridge east of the town had been destroyed, &t this
point the force swung east and south to the main road (M) and from there
moved across a field (M) in order to utilize a good bridge at the northern
edge of the town of RCHRWILLER (M). After this move the task force rezched
an assembly area in the vicinity of the town at approximately 0930 hours,

Company C, 714th Tank Battalion, was left on the eastern edge of
the town of RMHRWILLER (¥). The two platoons of Company 4, 714th Tank
Battalion, proceeded to the western edge of town where they were met by
Lieutenant Colonel Phelan, the commanding officer of Task Force Pawer,
Lieutenant Colonel Phelan displaced these two platoons in the northern
part of RCHRWILLER (M) with orders to take advantage of the cover afforded
by the buildings in that locality. The 1st Platoon was ordered to cover
the area to the northeast and the 2d the area to the southwest. These
platoons remained in the area of these positions until 1400 hours.” He
ordered Compeny D, 714th Tank Battalion, into positions on the northeastern
edge of BISCHwEILER (M) and told the company to remain there on call in

case it was needed in any phase of the coming attack, In compliance with
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this order, the company commander geployed the platoons on line witﬁ
fifty yards iﬁterval between platoons, The plan of employment was that
the ist Platoon of this otgariizatiofl would service the' 714th Tank Battal-
iony éﬂe 2 Piaéooh would setvice the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion,
ahd the 3d Platoon would constitute a reserve at OBERHOFiﬂ. (M)¢5

At this time the actual combat strength of Task Force Power con-
sisted of one full strength medium tank company, one full strength armored
infantry company, one medium tank company less a platoon, and one light
tank company destined for use és a service unit, |

In the meantime Lieutenant Colonel Ingram was organizing the
units of Task Force Rammer, Companies A and B, 56th Armored Infantry
Battalion, were in an assembly area southwest of RCHRWILLER (M) and
Company B, 714th Tank Battalion, was in an assembly area southeast of
BISCHwEILER (M).6 The original mission of Task Force Rammer was to
attack almost frontally toward HERRLESHEIM (M). Task Force Power was
to be in close support of Task Force Rammer and attack from the north.

The key to the success of this coordinated attack was the bridges
in the area, Unless the bridge (F-}, D) was intact a coordinated attack
could not be made, #Apparently there had been no prior bridge reconnaissance
of this area,

Task Force Power dispatched a patrol consisting of the 2d Platoon,
Company C, 56th Armored Infantry Battalion, at approximately 1020 hours,
This patrol was to determine the condition of bridges over the ZORN River,
It should be noted that this was twenty minutes after the original attack
was to have been launched,

The patrol successfully crossed a foot bridge across the MODER
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River (D) and another footbridge (D-M) without delay or mishap. The
patrol was moving toward LA BREXMUHL (0)s As the platoon crossed this
second bfidgé; the platoon 1eader; Lieutenant Russel, looked ahead and
saw that the first bridge (E-M, ﬁ) at LA BREXMUHi was intact; Upon
seeing this the platoon leader sent back the erroneous information that
the key bridge (F-M,;D) was intact.7

The patrol was held up by a fire fight and did not enter the
area of LA BREYMUHL (O) until 1100 hours, At that time the platoon
leader realized his mistake and radioed the commander of Task Force
Power that the key bridge (F-M, D) was out and passage for tanks was
impossible., To further complicate things this platoon found tanks of
Ccompany B, 47th Tank Battalion, 14th Armored Division, and Company L,
3i4th Infantry Regiment, 79th Infantry Division, fighting in the area,8

hs soon as word was received that the bridges were impassable
the plan of attack was changed, This change provided for the infantry
to make the attack on HERRLISHEIM from the north supported by tank fire
from west of the ZORN River (M).

Prior to the adoption of this change of the original plan attempts
had been made to lwer the water in the ZORN River by means cf wells in
the area, This effcrt had been unsuccessful.

By 1430 hours all units had been nctified of the new plans, and
Company B, 71l4th Tank Battalion, was moved from its positions in the
vicinity of BISCHWEILER (1) to positions southwest of RCHRWEILER (1)
in order to support the infantry attack when it goct under way.9

Companies 4 and C, 714th Tank Battalicn, were to support the

attack of the 56th armored Infantry Battalion froam selected positions



west of HERRLESHEIM (M); fhe Assault Gun PlatOOn; 714th Tank Battalion,
was to give additional Shﬁﬁort from pcsitions in the same area.lo These
fires were to be into the éedﬁéf b% ﬁERRLESHElm;

The new mission for Company C; 56th krmored Infantry Battalion;
was to relieve its 2d platoon in the water works., This wés the platoon
that had been sent cut as the patrol to determine the conditien of the
bridges, However, for some reason the remainder of Company C withdrew
to ROHRWILLER (M) and the relief cf the platoon Was not to be effected
until after dark,

At approximately 1530 hours the newly pleanned attack moved out,
Cempany B, 56th Armored Infantry Battalicn, was to move along the road
scutheast from ROHRWILLER (M) with its right flank guiding along the
creek, Company s Was to come abreast of Company B and secure their left
flank, A4s socn as this junction was made the combined force of the two
infantry companies was to apprcach HERRLISHEIL (M) in a skirmish forma-
ticn with platocns abreast, This attack was to move acrcss the fieid (D)
between the ZORN River and the creek (l),

The 1st Platocn, Company B, 56th Armored Infantry Battalion,
crossed the bridges (C, D-M) withcut difficulty. However the 22 and 3d
Platocns of the ccmpany suffered casualties from artillery and mortar
fire.ll Moreover, after crcssing the bridges the company was held up
for approximately cne-half hour just out of LA BREYMUHL (O) while the 2d
Platoon, of Company C, 56th Armored Infantry Battalion, was engaging in
a brief skirmish from within the wéter works, Company B finally moved
cut again, but as it entered the alley way, after crcssing the bridge

(E~M, D) confusion resulted, This confusicn was due to the fact that
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when the lst Platoon passed through the water works, the 2d and 3d Pla-
toons, mistaking the 2d Platoon of Ccmpany C for their 1st Platooen,
joined the 2d Platoon of Company C in the building (2-M) and took up
firing positions at the windows.

In the meantime Company B, 56th Armcred Infantry Battalicn,
had engaged in a brief skirmish with some German Infantry whc were trying
to set up some machine gun positions in the fields scuth ¢f the water
works (D).

At approximately 0130 hours, 9 January, Company B and the 24
Platoon of Ccmpany A were ordered to mcve back to the buildings within
the water works. This was accomplished without interference from the
enemy s

In the meantime Company C, 56th Armcred Infantry Battalion, had
moved the remainder of its ccmpany to rejoin its 2d Platoon within the
water works, This move was made under the cover of darkness and no
casualties occurred,

The withdrawal of these units, plus the arrival of Company C,
at the water works, made a total of four infantry companies within thds
crowded area, These included Company L, 314th Infantry Regiment, 79th
Infantry Division; and Companies A, B, and C, 56th aArmored Infantry
Battalion, Apparently unit integrity was lost as parts of all these
units occupied the northernmost building of the water works (X, X-D).
Other elements of these companies were occupying a private house across
the road, The Machine Gun Platoon of Headquarters Company, 56th Armored
Infantry Battalion, with two platoons of Company B and scattered elements

of the same organization moved into the building (M-2) over the ZORN
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River (O); Machine guﬁs Were mounted in the four Windows of room numbet
2 of building (3*D), and guards were placed in the courtyard,

In the mearitime, tanks had #iven the infantry 4fire support from
positions west of the ZOEN Hived} The tarks had set up a perimeter de~
fense adross the river,

So far as can be determined no effort or plan was macde to regain
tactical unity of the companies which were in LA BREYMUHL.

Aftér a quiet period of one hours duration, about 090330 January,
enemy activity started in the vicinity of the water works (D). Shelling
and movements were heard outside of the buildings in the darkness, also
there was the sound of tanks approaching from the southwest, The pre-
viously posted guards were forced to take cover from mortar fire on the
courtyard (D),

Following the mortar shelling a group of Germans came through
the orchard (D) on the eastern side of the wall., They surrounded the
courtyard and started throwing concussion type grenades over the wall;
however little damage was caused., Elements in LA BREYMUHL returned to
the courtyard and started throwing grenades at the Germans. They also
shot a few of the Germans as they came around the wall. In the meantime,
a group of Germans had moved into the barn (D) to the southwest and were
firing across the road into the coqrtyard.

During this activity the Heévy-Machine Gun Platoon, Headquarters
Company, 56th Armored Infantry Battglion, was divided into two sectiqns.
The 1st Section was further divided into two Squads. One squad was
placed near the road between the two buildings (D) in order to stop in-

filtration around the west side of the coﬁrtyard. This squad fired along
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the road for about twenty minutes, until an enemy taﬁk forced it to move
further to the norths The other sqhad of the lst Section was emplaced

at the northwest corner of the watér works bdilding (D) to fire southeast
across the creek, The 2d Section of the Heavy Machine Gun Platoon re-
mained in place at the windows in building (2-D) in order to effect pro-
tecting fires to the east,

About 090430 January, two ehemy tanks approached along each side
of the road just west of LA BREYMUHL (D) and started shelling the water
works building, As these tanks were forced to shoot over a seven foot
stone wall (B) between themselves and the building, they could only bring
effective fire on the upper portions of the building. One of the tanks
moved up to the west side of the courtyard and blew a hole in the build-
ing wall, Riflemen and a 1light machine gun were placed at this hole in
the wall to prevent enemy infiltration through the hole, This position
afforded the light machine gun a field of fire to the southwest in the
direction of the enemy occupied barn (D). At about the seme time another
enemy tank fired into the bridge site (D) where the 4Oth Fngineer Combat
Regiment had been attempting to pué in a Bailey Bridge., A volunteer went
to the doorway in the courtyard (D) and fired a bazooka disabling this
enemy tank, Under cover of enemy artillery fire anothef enemy tank came
up anc pulled the disabled tank back to the southwest toward HERRLISHEIM.

At 090500 January, many Genﬁgn voices could be heard over the
courtyard wall (D). liore men Were?piaced in position in the courtyard
at once but were forced back into ?ﬁ? water works building by enemy hand
grenades, A heavy artillery conce;g;ation, placed by the 494th Armored

Field Artillery Battalion, along thé southern edge of the water works,
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assisted in repelling i;he‘ enemy tank and iﬁfaﬁtt‘y counterattack,

By daylight the dounf,ef‘at;téék has beeh repelled; the enemy tanks
had withdrawn, and many Germans ha& sﬁ;r;rendered. The troops at the ﬁéter
works continued to fire on the enéity who had withdrawn to previously pre-
paf‘ed foxholes to the -east.lz

Had the Germans known or realized the weakness of the defensive
Gispositions of the American Troops, in that the positions which had been
prepared were inadequate to defend the water works, their counterattack

might have been successful,
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CHAPTER 5

THE SECOND ATT EMPT

During the early hours of the moi'hihg of 9 January, Combat Com-
mand B drew up plans for the attack on HERRLISHEIM. Major F; P; Fields,
executive offilcer of Task Force Power, notified Company C of the 56th
Armored Infantry Battalion that it was no longer attached to the 714th
Tank Battalion and had reverted to 56th Armored Infantry Battalion con-
trol,l

Major E, S, Livaudais, S-3 of Task Force Rammer, informed his
units that the plan called for Companies A and B of the 56th Armored In-
fantry Battalion to again lead the attack with Company B moving out from
LA BREYMUHL at 0605 hours, having ten minutes to clear the water works.
Company A would follow and then come abreas’ of Company B on its west
(rignt) flank., Both companies werg to be at the northern edge of
HERRLISHEIM by dawn and would immediately push to take it, clearing their
respective sectors to the south, Upon entering HERRLISHEIM, Campany B
was to cross to the east, over the stream running through HERRLISHEIM
while Company A remained on the west3- side of this stream, Company C of
the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion,;after moving to the town as closely
behind Companies A and B as possible; Was to mop up in their rear.’2

while Companies A and C of trixe 714th Tank Battalion would be in
the fields west of HERRLISHEIM firiné into the town giving support to
the infantry closing on the town, Company B of the 714th Tank Battalion,
at daylight, would cross over the Bailey bridge which would be ready

at the water works (F-M, D), They would then follow the infantry along



the axis of the road from LA BREYMUHL to HERRLISHEIM giving them close
fire supporty; In case the bridge'Wasiﬁot in, Company B would join Com-
panies A and C and assist them ih their mission. It wds this alternate
plan %hat had to be followed when at approximately 090400 January,
Captain Lechman, commanding officer of Company B, found that no attempt
was being made to install the bridge because of surrounding enemy activi-
ty. This bridge was not completed until 1600 hours, 9 January.3

Cn the morning of the attack, the 3d Platoon, Company A, 714th
Tank Battalion, having been relieved from attachment to the 92nd Cavalry
Reconnaissance Squadron, rejoined its company on the left of the second
platoon, It was ordered by Lieutenant Colonel Phelan, commander of Task
Force Power, to move as close to the ZORN River as possible to cover the
area to the east and nqrtheast.h Here the platoon observed German machine
guns and tanks (X-M) firing at the infantry as they left LA BREYMUHL for
HERRLISHEIM; however, they could not fire at the enemy because Company
B, 56th Armored Infantry Battalion, at this time (sometime after 1030
hours) masked the platoon's fire by passing directly in front of them,

Prior to this, the remairder of Ccmpany A, 714th Tank Battalion,
moved to the curve of the ZORN River just west of the town to provide
direct fire into its southern half. From this position the company could
see some movement in the STAINWALD /OODS. They knew that French forces
were supposed to be moving up in that directionj however, to insure securi-
ty the 1st Platoon of Company & was érched around to face the STAINVALD
#/00DS. The 2d pletoon took up & position on the 1st platoon's left (east)
flank to provide security toward the east and north ().’

Before Company A moved to fire into HERRLISHEIM, Company C, 714th
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Tank Battalion, having moved into positions of the late afternoon before,
cg,lptm"ed approximately 50 detmans x‘eti‘eé‘;:,ihé westward from the outskirts
of Hj‘i‘.RRLISHEHvI. Company C fired slowly into the town, They gradually
shifted their fire to the south as Company B, 714th Tank Battalion, moved
across their front and the infantry neared the northern edge of HERRLI-
SHEIM, Thereafter they ceased firing when Company B took up firing
positions directly in front of them.

Company B, 714th Tank Battalion, moved out from LA BREYMUHL at
about 1030 hours to the area just west of HERRLISHEIM to support the
infantry's attack, Inasmuch as the bridge had not been built and the
tanks could not cross the ZORN River, they kept pace with the infantry
by moving down on the west side of the ZORN, The platoons leapfrogged
southward keeping as close to the western edge of the river as possible,
Due west of town they fired at enemy foxholes that were all about them
on the west bank of the ZORN, and at a pill box (EE-M). Twenty-five
prisoners surrendered but the pill box proved to be empty, at this time
the 2d Platoon of Company B was on line facing the south and the 3d Pla-
toon, its tanks abreast, swung around directly at HERRLISHEIM firing into
the southern edge of town, With these two platoons in position, the 1lst
platoon went into position above the third.

As Cémpany B took up its f:iring position and the infantry entered
the town, they lost contact with each other. Lieutenant Colonel Ingram,
commander of Task Force Rammer, had Captain Leehman reconnoiter the
bridge just at the southwest edge of the town, but it was found to be
badly damaged, At about 1600 hours Captain Leehman found that the Bailey

bridge at LA BREYMUHL was passable, whereupon Lieutenant Colonel Ingram
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ordered Company E; 71a£g tank Battaiion, into HERRLISHEIM at once.6 The
firsi platoon was to cover the second and third as they'MOVed up the road
(FF<i) and then through the water works.,

It was now dusk and all the 714th Tank Battalion had been resup-
plied with ammunition, food and water from OBERHOFEN, by the light tanks
of the 1st Platoon, Company D, 714th Tank Battalion.

At this time enemy tanks and antitank guns in excellent defilade
behind the main road running southwest out of the town opened fire at all
three of the tank companies, They succeeded in knocking out one of the
Company C tanks, Company C immediately started moving to the rear with
only the front of the tanks facing the enemy fire in order to present the
smallest target possible, They also returned fire, but it was impossible
to hit any of the well hidden German guns or tanks below the road embank-
ment (GG-M) where only their muzzles partly protruded,

Company B encountered heavy fire as they moved north to LA BREY~
MUHL to cross the Bailey bridge, Four tanks were lost as the company
moved broadside, Seeing the disorderly condition of his company, Captain
Leehman asked for and received permission to take his company west of
RCHRWEILER to reorganize. Here they received mortar fire that killed one
man and wounded others,

as Companies A and C employed smocke and fire in an attempt to
cover the withdrawal of Company B, four tanks of Company 4 were hit but
not permanently'disabled. Under the cover of darkness, Companies a4 and
C withdrew to reorganize in an assembly area (KK-k) where a perimeter
defense was established for the night, Here Liecutenant Colonel Phelan

consolidated them,
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Company C received word that sometime durihg the night a bridge
would se erected over the ZORN River (L-M) over which their tanks were
to crossi however, the bridge was fiever built.

During the night 9-10 January plans were formulated by Lieutenant
Colonel Phelan for Companies B and C, 714th Tank Battalion to attack
HERRLISHEIM the following day,

While Task Force Power was experiencing its difficulties, Task
Force Rammer had gone into action,

Company B, 56th armored Infantry Battalion, with its platocns
well dispersed in platoon column, got its attack underway at 1030 hours
instead of 0605 hours as originally planned, and then only after Lieuten-
ant Colonel Ingram arrived to get the company on its way;7 This delay
was caused by the enemy situation at Li BREYLUHL. As the ccmpany's left
(east) flank guided on the creek into HERRLISHEIM, the company received
small-arms automatic weapons fire from the scutheast (R-1) and severe
120-mm mortar fire as it moved into the open field (D), where it sustained
heavy casualties, Upon reaching two stone buildings (Y-li), the company
again received enemy small-arms and machine-gun fire from the edge of
town and mcved in a scuthwesterly directicn to escape this fire, It
ceased whery the company rcached a gully (DD-Li), whereupcn Company B re-
ceived white phosphorous rcunds from their own mortars, Upon reaching
the area where the road and stream almost meet (LL-M), the ccmpany held
up for a short period of time near the buildings at the outskirts of town,
Here it received intermittent enemy machine-gun fire. 4As a result cf this
action since leaving L4 BREYMUHL, over half of Company B was either

killed or wounded,
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During this time, the 1light tanks from the lsé Platooﬁ cf Company
Dy 714th Tank Battalion, were evacuating the woundedi One of these tanks
Wwas knocﬂed out by 120<mm mortar fire as it waited to cross the bridge
at Li BREDAMLS

The Heavy Machine Gun Platoon of Headquarters Company, 56th Armored
Infantry Battalion, moved cut after Company B, At this time the 714th
Tank Battalion tanks were firing fram across the ZORN eastward at the dug-
in enemy, Guiding on the road to HERRLISHEIM and under the cover of an
artillery smoke screen, the Heavy Machine Gun Platoon moved on to a ditch
(0-0) where it was ready to outpost the town,

Thirty-five men of Company B entered HERRLISHEIM at approximately
1300 hours. They proceeded on their mission of moving over the concrete
vehicular bridge and clearing the eastern area of the town,

At about 1500 hours, very discrganized and having only its light
machine-gun squad and a few riflemen, the company was ordered to pull
back and be replaced by Company C, Company B moved inté a héuse alcng
the westernmost road (C-0), Its communiCations with battalion were lost,
anc Captain Dress, last named in charge of all infantry in HERRLISHEIM,
directed that the company spend the night im defense of what it had.8
The company took up positions in houses along the rcad (E-0).

The antitank Platoon of Company B that had been guarding the
bridge near RCHRWEILER (D-M) was directed by battalion to move to HERRLI-
SHEIK to reinforce the remainder of‘its company, It meved via a route
west of the ZORN River to a foct bridge (PP-il) where it crossed the river
and turned ncrth to jcin the company at its command pcst,.

Company 4, 56th Armcred Infantry Battalion, moved out a few minutes
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afte; Company B and the Heavy Machine Gun Platocn, but met felatively
light enemy fired They moved alongside Company B's right (Weéﬁ) fiank,
eﬁiehﬁiﬁg in a skirmish line almost to the ZORN River., The first and
secohd platoons were abreast and the third platoon in support. They
captured eight priscners up to this time and finally halted (Mpi~M) half
way to HERRLISHEIM tc wait for Company B, who had fallen behind. Bat—
talion ordered Company A4 to pivot around to the southeast and enter the
town just west of the creek, while the 714th Tank Battalicn tanks fired
intc HERRLISHEDM from acrcss the river,? Company A advanced intending
to secure the northwest part of tcwn and then continue scuthward, It
was to clean cut its respective sector and meet Company B at the point
where the creek ran out (BB-}), there to await further orders.,

The first four corners at the western edge of HERRLISHEIM had
previcusly been designated as four separate phase lines (0). Upcn reach-
ing each one, Company & was crdered to radio this infcrmation baék to the
battalicn cocmmand post at BISCHWEILER, which wculd thereby kncw the progress
being made; hcowever, the platoons never Were able to get in contact with
the battalion command pcst,

At apprceximetely 1230 hcurs the company entered the town, but
fecund that its SCR-300 and 509 radios were inoperative, A similar situa-
tion was to develop for Ccmpanies B and C. Since no tanks were able to
get into town that day or night, the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion and
Ccmbat Command B were to be completely nut of communication with its in-
fantry units in HERRL ISHEIM until the mcrning ~f 10 January., A contact
party was sent to find Company B but was unsuccessful as Company B had

not as yet entered HERRLISHEIW,
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Company &, with its 2d Platoon leading, entered the northern tip

of the town (B-0) and worked from the westernmost north-scuth rcad (0)

to the next north-scuth street (0)s The 1st Platocn entered just below

the second (4-0), moved down the same road but cleared in the opposite
direction to the west, both platoons working abreast, Few prisoners
were captured és the platoons Were to move %hgoﬁgh HERRLIéﬁEiM as quickly
as possible, Many enemy machine-gun. and antitank positions with excellent
fieldsof fire were set up in the sector but were abandoned by their crews,

The 3d Platoon entered the town when the 2d Platoon had reached
the first east-west road (C-0) and it worked sideways to take in areas
of both platoons, An enemy machine-gun in a house (L-0) was knocked out
by 60-mm mortar fire, the only light mortar fire employéd curing the
entire operation because observation across the creek was impossible.

The company's progress was impeded when its personnel carriers
were confronted with a Mark IV tank facing them down the first street (0),
after a half hour the tank withdrew, and the company moved on, encounter-
ing enemy infantry and more Mark IV tanks., Platoons were losing contact
with each other, and snipers were taking their toll,

4t approximately 091600 January Company A's platoons asked the
company commander for more ammunition and requested him to call for
artillery fire by map coordinates on enemy strong points east of the
creek. Since Company 4 was not expected to cross the creek in HERRLISHEIM
until Company B was in plaée to give it support,; Company 4 withdrew to the
vicinity of phase line number 4 (0) to reorganize and set up in houses for
cefense of the northwestern part of HERRLISHEIM that night. Captain Drass,

the company commander, intended to consolidate the battalion in the morning
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and continue the abtack if no further orders Wets forthéomings 0

Company C of Task Force Rammer in reserve was to follow Compaﬁ}

A at such distande as to allow contact with its rear and yet not cane
under any fire that Company A might draw, However, when Lieutenant
Colonel Ingram got the attack under way, he ordered Company C to remain
at LA BREYMUHL until ordered to move,'l

At approximately 1200 hours, Company C moved out and by leapfrog-
ging and rushing a squad at a time, it was in HERRLISHEIM at about 1430
hours, having suffered only two casualties. It moved into the town along
the ditch (0-0) and crossed over to the eastern side of the road where
it met Captain Drass, He assigned the compahy the mission previously
designated for Company B and had it take the left (east) flank and move
along the creek until it was abreast of Company &, After completing this
mission, the company set up its defensive position along with Companies
A and B for the night,

Earlier in the afternoon and during this operation, the 2d Platoon
of Company D, 714th Tank Battalion, evacuated wounded from HERRLISHEIM by
moving down along the west bank of the ZORN River and using the foot bridge
(PP-M) to get into town., The wounded were carried to this foot bridge,
loaded on the tanks and evacuated to RCHRWEILER.

At approximately 1930 hours, these same light tanks brought food
and other items to the foot bridge (PP-M), Attempts were made to communi-
cate with the infantry in HERRLISHEIM by radio but to no avail, nor could
personal contact be established because of friendly small-arms fire duringv
hours of darkness, The food and other items were unloaded and placed on

the ground nearby and the light tanks withdrew in the face of what appeared
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to be ; German aétéék frof éﬁe northeast |

hﬁ 092030 3énqaf#j é&ttalion ﬁeaﬁduarters of the 56th Armored
Infantry Batbalioﬁ éried Lo send & Hadlo equipped recomnaissanee platoon
into HERRLISHEIE to contact the infantry and establish radio communi¢a-
tions with the battalion command pos’c,.l2 This patrol crossed the foot
bridge (PP-M) and immediately became engaged in a fire fight with ten
Germans. The patrol captured two and killed the rest, &t this time
the patrol learned from several infantrymen who had escaped from the
northern edge of HERRLISHEIM that everyone in town was cut off and sur-
rounded and that it was impossible to get in from the foot bridge because
troops had orders to shoot at any moving object, This information coupled
with the illumination of the ground in the immediate area, caused by the
burning buildings, induced all of them to abandon the thought of entering
HERRL ISHEIId,

The party returned safely to BISCHWEILER, but their unsuccessful
trip coupled with the information brought back, threw the forward ccmmand
post of the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion at the western edge of
ROHR/EILER (U-l{) into a state of great confusion, Lieutenant Colonel
Ingram ordered the fcrmation of a rescue party, requested permission from
Combat Command B to send this party to HERRLISHEIM to bring in radios and
evacuate the wounded, but Combat Command B denied this request.13

Throughout the night the infantry companies in HERRLISHEIM, cut
off and with no communications with battalion, were subjected to constant
German combat patrol raids, The infantrymen, outnumbered and surrounded,
could not make their own positions known, They were at a distinct cdis—

advantage because they had no supporting armor, whereas enemy tanks roamed
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the streets and shot up houses at will. With the coming of daws, the

enemy infiltrations ceased,
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CHAPTER 6

FINAL ATTACK AND ~ITHDRAWAL

After the chaotic night of 9 January the 56th Armored Infantry
Battalion tried to reestablish contact with the units out of communica=
tion with each other and with the battalion command group in ROH./ILLER.
No one was certain whether the units in HERRLISHEIM were intact, wiped
out, or had suffered heavy casualties and were ineffective. B Company,
714th Tank Battalion, was reorganized near ROHNILLER, having lost four
tanks the previous afternoon. At 100200 January, Lieutenant Colonel
Ingram, who commanded Task Force Rammer, called Captain Leehman, Com—
manding Officer of Company B, 714th Tank Battalion, to BISCHWEILER and
ordered him to move his company immediately to HERRLISHEIM to contact
whatever units were still there and have them withdraw from the town
under the protection of his tanks.l It is not known whether Lieutenaﬁt
Colonel Ingram received these orders from Combat Command B or whether
he made the decision on his own initiative, The former is presumed to
be more likely. The situation in the town was still vague and confused
&s communication among the units was still lost and higher headgumarters
knew neither where these units were lotated nor hoWw many had-become
casualties, |

In compliance with this order Captain Leehman moved his company
out at approximately 0400. In order that his tanks would not lose contact
during the move he had them move forward in a close, bunched-up formation.
The third platoon was in the lead with its tanks abreast; then the second

followed with four tanks; and the first with its three tanks brought up
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the rear; After clossing the Bailey Bridge at tHe #ater works (0); his
campany cut sharply to the southwest, and hugged the east side of the
ZORN River to keep aWay from the road, any part of which the enemy could
cover with heavy fire from antitank guns emplaced along the DRUSENHEIM-—
HERRLISHEIM highway (M).

Just at daybreak, about 0600,2 the tanks entered the west edge of
BERRLISHEIM, moving to the fourth street corner (Phase line No 4-0)
where they stayed within the ¢over of the surrounding houses, Captain
Leehman was not certain which part of the town his tank company was
occupying, nor where the infantry forces in the town were, He therefore
decided that, accompanied by another tank to cover his movement, he would
reconnoiter up and down the main street (0), Wwhile on this reconnaissance
he spotted an enemy tank at (AA-O) and knocked it out at almost point
blank range, He shouted as he moved along, hbping to contact the infan-
try forces; but because of their harrowing experiences of the night be-—
fore the infantry concealed in the houses did not answer, He did spot
figures running in the opposite direction and called them, but they were
probably Germans who had seen his tanks and were escaping. Finally, he
did contact one American soldier at the second corner (Z-0) who led him
to Company A, 56th Armored Infantry Battalion. There he met Captain
Drass, Commanding Officer of Company 4, who told him that the infantry
was occupying only the northwest part of the town, Captain Leehman
immediately moved his tanks ﬁo that vicinity in order to protect them
from enemy infiltration, The tanks were located off the road and
scattered along side the houses between Phase Lines Nos, 1 and 3, Here

they were to provide fire support when the haze lifted. Captain Leehman
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then radioed Combat Command B and %tated thHat he had found the units in

HERRLISHEIM and reqliested that they all be allowed to withdraw believing
that there Were insufficient forces to hold the tawn., Combat Command B

ordered all units to remain there,

while Captain Leehman and Company B of the 7.4th were trying to
locate the units in HERRLISHEIM, Lieutenant Cook, in OBERHOFEN, was
ordered by Lieutenant Colonel Ingram to pick up Captain Maddock, Lieu-
tenant Jacobs, and 19 infantrymen and transport them to HERRLISHEIM as
reinforcements, These reinforcements were requested by Captain Leehman
by radio as he was riding up and down the street searching for the lost
units in the town, He felt that this jnfantry could help him locate the
lost units, and also give his tankg protection in case £he rest of the force
in the town had been wiped out, This request was relayed by Lieutenant
Colonel Ingram to Headquarters, Co@%at Command B, who granted the request,
Lieutenant Cook was told to tranSpai-t “he reinforcements only as far as
the foot bridge (PP-M) and then prd}ect them from the near side as they
continued into the town. :

As the tanks approached the?foot bridge they dismounted and dis-
covered that the Germens had destroyed the bridge during the night except
for one twisted stringer and a hand rail., These remnents of the bridge
were deemed to be of sufficient strength to pernit the passage of infan-
try if they crossed one at a time, and very carufully. Evidence of the
fact that the enemy had been there during the night was the removal of
ten dead Germans who had been noted the previous day on the east bank
of the stream,

Captain Maddox divided his group into two sections and moved them
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by leapfrog tactics into the town. Because of the reduced visibility

the tanks were not required to fire in support and returned to RCH%WILLER
by 0730, Meanwhile Captain Maddox's infantry reinforcements had reached
Phase line No, 4 (0) by 0845, There Captain Maddox contacted Captain
Leehman who had, in the meantime, contacted Captain Drass and his Company
k£, 56th Armored Infantry Battalion,

while Lieutenant Colonel Ingram and higher headquarters were
making efforts to regain contact with the units in the town, those units
Were remaining under cover of the houses, Only essential wire-laying
teams and messengers ventured into the streets and they were usually
received by sniper or automatic weapon fire, Some mortar and artillery
was falling in the town also, 4t 0600 a white phosphorous shell burned
down the barn which housed one of the heave machine guns of the first
section of the Machine Gun Platoon of Headquarters Company and the gun
was moved to another house which contained the cther gun of the section.
Later the whole section was moved to the Company C command post where the
second section was already installed (X-0).

With the coming of dawn, the men did not venture outside, for,
although the Germans had ceased their infiltration tactics, they continued
to cover the numerous alleys which criss-crossed the northern part of
HERRLISHEIM, Company C personnel firing to the east from positions in
houses at (T and E-O) killed many Germans on the east side of the creek
who carelessly exposed themselves, perhaps believing that the 56th
Armored Infantry Battalion had already been wiped out.

At about 0700 the engineer company attached to Combat Command B

received word that its personnel would move down into HERRLISHEIM to be
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used as infantrymen in order to alleviate the understrength situation

of the 56th armored Ihfantry Battalion. All necessary smmunition, Small
arms, machine guwis, mines, and baZOOkaS Wwere quickly assembled and issuedm
With its platoons at full strength of 45 men each, Company B, 119th Armored
Engineer Battalion, started out for HERRLISHEIM from CBERHOFEN.3 Mounted
in their five 2-1/2-ton trucks and five half-tracks they moved out in
column down the south side of the MODER River until they reached a small
patch of woods (XX-M), where the Company Commander, Captain lWiilson,
established a Command Post, There the three platoons dismounted and
went down the dry AUGRABEN Creek bed, while artillery and mortar fire

fell off to their east flank. 4&s they approached the foot-bridge (PP-if),
they stopped and lined up in single file, A reconnaiﬁsance party was

sent out, which returned in a few minutes and reported that the bridge

had been blown, except for the twisted iron trestle. The engineers

used the same method in crossing the damaged bridge that had been used
‘by Captain Méddox an houwr before, The three platoons went over, the 1st,
2d, and 3d, in that order. Fach platoon was equipped with a SCR-509
radio set, Haze and mist still hung in the air allowing the first platoon
to reach HERRLISHEIM in the vicinity of Phase line No, 4 (0) without
incident, However, just as the 2d platoon was about to cross, the haze
lifted and the men were stopped by éachine—gun fire from the southwest
corner of the town., after about lOiminutes the men pushed on and reached
the town where the 1lst platoon was located, The 3d platoon, being the
last to cross, suffered seven casuaities before crossing the bridge, but
finally joined the remainder of the.company in HERRLISHEIM,

Captain wilson, Company Commander of Company B, 119th srmored
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Engineer Battaiionj contacted the infantry units in HERRLISHEIM and re-
ported to his own unit that the infantry was scattered to tHe north and
the east of his position as fgf as the trail (0). Since his engineers
were at the southmost boint of friendly otcupation within the town, ex—
posed on all sides except the north, he quickly set up and all-round
defense, the first pl:toon guarding to the west, the second to the north,
and the third to the east, Lieutenant McConnel, one of the engineer
platoon leaders, stated that the company established excellent defensive
positions, Fox holes were dug by each individual at ten-foot intervals,
mine fields were disposed to the south, and six medium tanks along the
miéin street (0) were sited to cover the company from all directions,

Such were the dispositions of Combat Command B on the morning
of the tenth, No one was aware of the German plan for that day, although
everyone suspected that they would attempt another counterattack to
drive out the elements in the town, All around the town the Germans had
well-sited guns which took under fire any personnel or vehicles that
attempted to enter or leave HERRLISHEIM.

Meanwhile in RCHRWILLER, plans were continuing to build up the
force in the town and mount another attack. All except one company of
the 714th Tank Battalion, Company B,. was stjll on the west side of the
ZORN River, and it was hoped that some means could be devised to bring
these remaining companies in close supporting distance of the infantry
in the town,

At 0800, Lieutenant Cook's light tanks, which had returned to
RCHRWILLER after transporting the supporting infantry to HERRLISHEIM

earlier in the morning, again was given the mission of returning to
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HERRLISHEL; this time tfensporting Lieutenant Colonel Ingram and five
of his ﬁeadquarters péfsoﬁﬁel plus Capﬁain Harridge, Commanding Officer
of dompany Dy 7ihtﬁ Tank‘Battalion.h The later wanted to familiarize
HiﬁSelf wi£h the route to the town in expectation of replacing Lieutenant
Cooks! 1light tanks with the third platoon; At this point, however a
messenger came to the forward Command Post of the 56th Armored Infantry
Battalion from Company C, giving the lotation, dispositions, total strength,
and, at that time, the casualties, and artillery fire plan for the night
of 9-10 January, This messenger stated that ancther messenger was
originally sent at 2315 but never got through, He himself was sent at
2345, and finally got thrcugh with the message. He was awarded the
Silver Star for his efforts.’ The message alsc included the supply needs
of the units in HERRLISHEILM., In order to save time it was decided to
send back Lieutenant Cook's platoon with the needed supplies, Captain
Harridge cecided to accompany this platoon in a tank from the third
platoon,.

In orcder for the infantry to get the supplies as quickly as
possible, the five tanks tcok the direct route through the water works
over the Bailey Bridge and on toward HERRLISHEIM. 4 short distance from
L4 BREYMUHL (O-if) the column was slowed by 75-mm HE fire, Lieutenant
Cook's tank'was hit and had to be driven off the roade The remaining
four tanks continued cn the HERRLISHEIM.

When Lieutenant Colonel Ingram came in to HERRLISHEIM at about
0930, he locked over the situaticn for about an hour and formulated a
plan to continue the attack, (It is not clear whether he decided to

attack on his cwn initiative or whether he was told to by Headquarters,



Combat Command B,) In any event, the plan called for Company C to cross
the creek, recapture the houses they had taken the day before (U-0)j ahd
come up on line with Company Ai Both companies Would tﬁen make a co-
ordinated attack south. Company B, because of its weakened condition,
was to remain in reserve. Neutralization fire was planned to be fired
by the artillery to eliminate the automatic fire which was sited at the
bridge over the creeck, This artillery fire plan was never put into
effect, however, because of the preximity of the friencly infantry to
the bridge, Captain Maddox was ordered to displace his 8l-mm mortars
and assault guns forward, closer to the town to better support the
attack, In order to do this he decided to place them in a field west

of the ZORN River (UU-M), Observers were to cross the foot bridges and
observe for both the assault guns and mcrtars from an observation post
in HERRLISHEIL.

The assault gun ploteon half-track and three ammunition half-
tracks got across the creek at about 1000, but the two M8 assault guns
got mired when they broke thrcough the ice, 4t the same time they re-
ceived scme fire =t the cressing site, but neither was hit as the Germans
apparently thrcought that they had been knocked out of acticn., Most cof
the fire was directed at Company 4, 714th tanks acrcss the ZORN River.
However, the fire was of sufficient volume that further evacuation of
the M8s was impossible, Captain Maddox.arranged to have a wrecker move
up and evacuate the li8s; however, this was not accomplished until late
at night and then the assault guns were returned to ROHRWILLER.

Wwhile this activity was going on in Task Force Rammer, plans

were being made by Lieutenant Cclonel Phelan, Commanding Officer of Task
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Fcrce Pawer, to render more immediabezaSSistaﬁEe tc these quces in
HERRLISHEIM and there;oy attempt to continue more suctessfully the attack
of the combat command objéctive. ’Therefore,.early on the morning of the
tenth, Lieutenant Colonel Phelan directed Captain Harrington to take his
Company 4 of medium tanks closer to the ZORN River, This company was at
the time occupying a’joint position with Company C, which they had held
during the night, (KK-M). From this new position it was believed that
the company could protect the flow of supplies, tanks, and personnel, into
the town and thereby relieve some of the pressure and resume the attack,
Company A was to cover the north and northeast areas of the town, the
high banks of the roads leading from LA BREYMUHL and DRUSENHEIM, the
railroad embankment, and the strong point in the field (X-M). Captain
Harrington, in compliance with this order, moved his tanks to a positicn
south and west of the waterworks (UU-M), the 1st and 2d platoons on line
and the 3d slightly to the rear for support.

In the course of the morning, Captain Harrington actually moved
only a few hundred yards due west from the position he had occupied the
previous day. At about 1500, the tanks drew antitank fire and HE from
well-concealed positions behind the embankment of the road leading north-
west out of HERRLISHEIM., However, no damage was done to the tanks, At
that moment, Captain Harrington was speaking to Major Fredrick P, Field,
Executive Officer of the T7lith Tank Battalion. He ordered Company 4 to
move farther westward, out of range, OSmoke grehades were used to screen
the withdrawal and proved very successful as the company was not hit,

The company backed up (through Ak-M), between the KESSELGRABEN and AUGRABEN

Creeks and set up in depth because of the narrow frontage, Later, at
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dark; the 2d and 3d platoons returned to a poéition north of ROHRWILLER
to refuel and replenish ammunition. The 1st platoon remeined in place
to act as guides for the troogs which were to evacuate HERRLISHEIM £3£er
that night, -

At 1010, Lieutenant Colonel Phelan left Combat Command B Head-
quarters, and visited Company C, with orders to Captain Clayton, the
company commander, to move his tanks to HERRLISHEIM over the Bailey
Bridge and along the road leading in fraom the northwest.6 His company
was to join-the other units in the town in an attack. The move of Company
C was covered to the east by Company 4, and to the northeast, by Company
B, who were already in the town, Only one platoon moved at the time to
La BREYMUHL; the 1st, 2d, and 3d with the assault gun platoon, in that
order,

It was about 1100 when the company had cleared the Bailey Bridge,
It continued in column as it moved down the west side of the road where
the embankment offered some defilade, 4s it pulled in front of the town,
three battalions of Division Artiliery laid down a heavy smoke screen east
of the tanks, In spite of this effective screen, however, the last pla-
toon received antitank fire from the northeast corner (GG-M) just as it
was entering the town, Luckily only one assault gun was lost as the re-
mainder of the company closed up quickly as soon as the fire was heard,
and moved off the streets (0) and alo&g side houses and barns,

within the town, just prior to this action were the remnants of
three infantry compsnies and Company éAof the 714th Tank Battalion,
Lieutenant Colonel Ingfam had just launched his attack with Company C,

56th armored Infantry Battalion, as he had planned. At this point Capteain
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Leehman of Company B, 714th Tank Eattalion, received a radio message from
Major Livaudais, S-3 of the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion, telling him
that everyone Wwas to "sit tigﬁ%ﬁ as Combat Command B was sending Lieutenant
Colonel Phelan to take charge‘of the attack, Lieutenant Colonel Phelan
entered HERRLISHEIM at aﬁdﬁt 1300 on one of Company C‘s, 714th Tank Bat-
talion, leading tanks, On being informed of what was taking place and
what had been planned by Lieutenant Colonel Ingram, he gave his approval,
decided that the main attack would take place at 1400, and that his tanks
end the engineers would participate, In conjunction with this attack plan
the L494th Armored Field artillery Battalion planned to put a five-minute
artillery preparation 20 minutes prior to the attack on the north edge of
STAINWa LD +QDS, for the purpose of knocking out any enemy gun emplace-
ments or any tanks or personnel that might be sent to reinforce the Germans
in an around HERRLISHEIM, After thzt, at 1345, just prior to the attack,
the artillery was going to lay down a 15-minute preparation on the southern
end of the town to soften it up for the attack.

The plan also called for Company 4 of the 56th armored Infantry
Battalion to move down the westernmost street in HERRLISHEIM (0) with
Company B following the small trail, On reaching the end of this trail,
Company B was to cross over and continue along the main road, joining
Company C near the bridge. Each infantry company was to be supported by
two medium tanks from Company B, 714th Tank Battalion, Captain Leehman
planned to take the remeinder of his tanks in the company, less one pla=-
toon, across the creck and form a defensive arc at the east edge of town
protecting Canpany C, 56th Armored Infantry Battalion, from the northeast,

east, and southeast, As the attack progressed these tanks would keep pace



with it, except the one platoon which was to act as a rear guard, Cap-
tain Cleyton!s Company C was to be employed in the following manner: the
fifst platoon would accompahy bémpany Ay 56th Armored Infantry Battalion,
along the west edge of the town; the 2d f)latoon would be in the northwest
cofner of the town to cover the field (M) where German automatic weapons
were suspectea; and the 3d platoon would remain in its present position
to act as a reserve,

Just before the attack jumped off (about 1340) German bazocka men
infiltrated Company C, 714th Tank Battalion, and knocked out a few tanks,
Also at about the same time, enemy artillery and mortar fjre became so
severe that the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion was reduced in a short
time to approximately 150 men, Five enemy tanks were spotted behind the
road embankment at the northeastern corner of the town (GG-M), but were
not fired on. The enemy fire continued at an intense rate, and Lieutenant
Colonel Phelan's Command Post had tco be moved several times, Just a few
minutes before the attack he and several other officers, including the
artillery forward observer, were wounded, Because of the resulting tur-
moil, everything was held up; moreover, no one dared venture into the
streets because of the heavy fire. Company C of the 56th Armored Infantry
Battalion did try to get across the creek, but were stopped cold by anti-
tank and tank fire, Thus, due to the intense enemy fire and the wounding
of the key camnmand personnel in the town the attack bogged down before it
really ever got started, Records do not indicate the whereabouts or the
activities of Lieutenant Colonel Ingram during this comfused period.
Several Witnesses of the action thought that he was also wounded during

the action. 4&s the lack of leadership in the town at this time was
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critical, it is regretted that more definite information as to Lieutenant
Colonel Ingram's whereabouts is lécking, since it must be assumed that he
Wogld have been the logical choice to succeed Lieutenant Colonel Phelan
after his becoming a casualty,

Major Field, Executive Officer of the 714th Tank Battalion, was
contacted by radio and informed of the situation; he, in turn, transmitted
the information in person to Headquarters, Combat Command B, Captain
Boone, S5-3 of the 7lhth Tank Battelion, Who had entered the town with
Lieutenant Colcnel Phelan was ordered to take over the situation in
HFRRLISHEIM. Captain Bocne at the request of Combat Command B repeated
the situation by radio at 1500. In addition, he recommended that infan-
try reinforcements be sent immediately, feeling that he could not hold
what he had in the town with the few infantrymen at hand and feeling
further than an attack by the Germans would jeopardize the tanks in the
town as they were inadequately protected, This fact had been brought to
light earlier before the attack got under way when the Germen bazooka
men attacked the tanks of Company C. During his radio discussions with
Combat Cammand B, he was asked if he could withdraw his forces immediately
under cover of a smoke screen, but he felt that it was impossible during
daylight.

Medical supplies, particularly sulfa and morphine, were critically
needed because of the large number of casualties who had not been evacua-
ted, and these supplies were requested at about 1700, As no means were
available to send them on the ground, pilots from Division Artillery
offered to drop them from a 1iaisoﬁ plane, This, however, proved im-

possible as visibility was too poor for the pilot to observe the drop area,
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At about 1530 the enemy artillery and mortar fire-let up con-
siderably, allowing Captaim Boone and othér officers to contact their
men and at£empt to organize sectors of defensey After the experiehtes
of the force the night before, it was felt that adequate defensive
organization was imperative, The tanks were dispersed down the sides
of the streets alongside the houses, but in positions from which they
were able to cover down the streets in the event that enemy tanks came
up during the night. 4t 1630, just as darkness set in, all German fire
in the town ceased, It was an anXious moment as it was not known whether
this was the signal for encther German attack, Fortﬁnately, none tcok
place, Captain Bocne, an energetic S-3, made tentative plahs during
the establishment of the defense of the night for a withdrawal of the
units, He planned to evacuate all the wounded, including a German
cofficer, first; the bulk of the infantry next; and the tanks last,

The engineers were to be given special missiocns,

His pricr planning proved to be wise, for at 2000 Major Fields
called stating that Ccmbat Commanc B had orcered all units pulled out of
HERRLISHEIM as scon as possible.7 ?he time and methed was partially
given to Captain Becone by Major Fieids and he was to work cut the details,

In accordance with his priqf plans, Captain Boone, using tanks
as ambulances, evacuated the woundeﬁ first, The major part of the in-
fantry was evacuated next, leaving behind cnly these trcops essential to
the protecticn of the tanks againsg infiltration tactics by the Germans,
The engineers were given the folloié!ing missions: Cne platoon was to cross
the ZORN River and lccate a pontoop boat which was supposedly in the vicini-

ty to use in case the foct bridge was destroyed. The second platoon was
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to 6utpost the foct bridge ahd assist the trOOpé in cfossing it; and the
third was to act as a rear guard at tHe road junction at Phase line No. 4.
The artillery was to fire preplanned concentration to cover the withdrawali
One of these groups of concentrations was a three sided box designed to
protect the infantry when they were to leave the town.8

That the withdrawal was a success was due largely to the work of
Captain Boone and the unit commanders in the town, In spite of obstacles
such as darkness so complete that the men had to hold cn to each other to
guide themselves, the cold, the slippery fccting, to say ncthing of the
exhausticn of the troops, especially the infantry, all units returned from
the tcwn and established a defense roughly in front of RCHRWILLFR. The
artillery also was a contributing factor to the success of the withdrawal
as its heavy fire undcubtedly confused the Germans es to the intent of the
foerces in the town, |

Thus ended, after prchibitive losses in personnel and equipment,
numercus piecemeal attacks, confusion, and the final withdrawal of Ccmbat
Ccmmand B's shattered forces, the first abortive attempt by VI Corps to

reduce the HERRLISHEIM bridgehead with armcr cver unsuitable terrain,
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CHAPTER 7

SUPPCRTING TROOPS

It is axicmetic that success in battle can be achieved cnly when
there is complete cooperation and coordination of all arms toward the ac-
complishment of the mission. The characteristics of each arm and service
adapt it to the performance of its special functions, The combined arms
team commander coordinates and directs the action of all, exploiting their
povers to attain the ends sought,

In order to properly evaluate Combat Command B's action, one
must consider and analyze the part played by those troops supporting the
action, field artillery and engineers. As field artillery is the principle
arm of fire support, it is fitting that its role at HERRLISHEIM be con-

sidered initially.

Field Artillery
The bulk of the close supporting artillery fires were furnished
by the 494th Armored Field Artillery Battalion. This section, therefore,
will concern itself primarily with their participation. Reference, how-
ever, will be made to the remainder of the division artillery whenever
significant additional support was rendered, or Wwhen necessary to clarify
details of supervision and planning as executed by VI Corps Artillery,
33d Field Artillery Brigade, and the Division Artillery Commander, Colonel
Charles R. Gildart, or members of his staff,
- The possible employment of the division and the specific mission

for Combat Command B in the bridgehead area north of STRASBOURG were made

known to Colonel Gildart on the 8th of January 1945, while in conference
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with the Division Commander (General allen), During the course of the
conference Colonel Gildart recommended that all battalions of the divi-
sion artillery be employed in support of Combat Command B's attack, In
order to resolve some of the questions concerning utilization of the divi-
sion artillery in its new operational mission, Colonel Gildart visited

the VI Corps artillery Commandér. During this visit the ammunition situa-
tion, usually a critical one for artillery units in the past war, was
discussed,

At 1125 hours, 8 January 1945, upon verbal orders of the VI Corps
artillery Commander, the 12th Armored Division Artillery was placed under
the coperational control of the 33d Field artillery Brigade, which was
supporting the 79th Infantry Division azttack. The assignment was con-
firmed by Operation Instruction No, 1, Hq VI Corps artillery, dated 10
January 1945.

This order is reproduced in its entirety in order that the reader
can get a more accurate picture of the artillery support available to
the Corps Commander, and, particularly, the organization and mission of the
33d Field artillery Brigade which supported the action in and around
HERRLISHEIM. (Sce appendix 3, page 10l )

Brigade ordered Colonel Gildart to place one battalion in direct
support of the 314th Infantry Regiment, 79th Infantry Division; one bat-
talion in direct support of Combat Command B; and the other battalion in
general support. In complying with these orders, Colonel Gildart then
organized his divisional artillery as follows:
493d isrmored Field Artillery Battalion - General Support

L94th Armored Field artillery Battalion - Direct Support, Combat Command B
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L95th srmored Field Artillery Battalion - Direct Support
314th Infantry Regiment} 79th Division®

In spite of treacherous driving conditions due to ice and snow,
the battalions moved through the SAVERNE GAP without mishap and closed
in the BISCHWwILLER (R 0918) area on the 8th of January at the times
indicated:

Division artillery -« = = = = = = = = = = = = = 1530, 8 Jan 1945

493d armored Field #rtillery Battalion ~ - - - 1800, 8 Jan 1945

L9L4th Armored Field Aftillery Battalion - - - 1930, 8 Jan 1945

L95th armored Field artillery Battalion - - - 2230, 8 Jan 1945

Due to icing conditibns it was impossible to fly all the organic liaison
airplanes to the new positions east of the SaVERNE GuP on the 8th, Two
aircraft, those of the 494th Armored Field artillery Battalion, managed
to complete the flight into the bridgehead area on the 8th before the
weather closed in completely. The remainder of the division artillery
planes were flown in on the 10th,

Upon learning that other artillery units operating in this pan~-
cake terrain had picked up valuable information regarding positions of
enemy batteries and other enemy activity through the use of flash bases,
Colonel Gildart ordered all his battalions to establish similar bases
as soon as possible after arrival in the area.3

The command posts of division artillery and the L94th Armored
Field Artillery Battalion were established in BISCH«wILLER, which was also
the command post location of Combat Command B, The juxtaposition of
these command posts greatly facilitated liaison between Combat Command

B and its supporting artillery.,
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The follaving account describes an interesting effort on the part
of the L94th hrmored Field artillery Battalion to make its initial close
support plan more effective:

s+ « « o Prior to CCB's scheduled attack on the 8th of January,

Major vwilliam G, Raoul, Executive Officer, 494th AFA Bn, had 100

overlays made of HERRLISHEIM (R 1214) from a 1:25,000 scale map,

which he distributed to the participating units. On it were co-

ordinate squares and principle terrain features of the DRUSENHEIM,

HERRLISHEIM and OFFENDORF areas, with numbered concentrations in

a series of geographical groups having self-explanatory names,

They were successfully used throughout in calling for missions by

the infantrymen, tenkers, and artillery forward observers,4

The battalion's support of the 8th of January consisted of fire on
German tanks (F-M) and infantry units west of the ZORN River (CC-M)
and harassing fire placed on the western edge of HERRLISHEIM. These
fires were observed, and their effect on enemy personnel and materiel
is attested to by the forward observer reports, 4s a result of in-
tensive artillery fire by the 12th armored Division Artillery, HERRLI-
SHEIM blazed fiercely throughout the night. Communications difficulties
and poor visibility combined to make it impossible tb register the 494th
Armored Field artiliery Battalion the night of the 8-9th January.

e « « o bbout O4L30 the morning of the 9th a barrage was

directed along the northern edge of the town, the creek flowing

into it, and the gulley (DD-i) to soften these sectors for the

infantry's advance later that morning . . . and to knock out

what was believed to be enemy anti-tank guns hidden there in

waiting for the 714th Bn tanks to show themselves,?
The southern edge of the water works at LA BREYMUHL was subjected to a
heavy concentration of fire in an effort to rout the German tanks and
infantry that had counterattacked our forces in that area earlier. A

comprehensive picture of these fires may be attained by referring to

overlay M, Appendix 5, and the report of missions fired submitted to
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division artillery by the 494th Armored Field artillery Battalion for
the 24-hour period ending 0600 hours 9th January l9b5.6

Fire coordination for Combat Command B's attack on the 9th of
January was made by the battaiion, and its fireapian ihtegrated the fires
of the remainder of the division artillery and the 33d Field Artillery
Brigade. The battalion assumed responsibility for advancing the "No
Fire Line" based on information received from its forward observers,?

Message #13, 33d Field artillery Brigade, received by division
artillery headquarters at 0750 9 January, prchibited the use of Pozit
(proximity) fuzed shells except on order of 33d Field srtillery Brigade
or 79th Infantry Division,

Combat Command B's dawn attack of the 9th never did get started
until much later in the morning, as we have noted previously., However,
the counterattack the Germans mounted to upset the early attack plan was
broken up by intense artillery fire. The 130 rounds expended to break
up this enemy attack was actually the first phase of the scheduled prepa-
ration for Combat Command B's attack, and was fired as part of a counter-
preparation, These concentrations were dumped south of LA BREYMUHL
(R-rr-M) between 0715 and 1015. At 1030 a concentration was fired on
German infantrymen in the open fields west of HERRLISHEIM (CC-M).

Three hundred rounds were pumped into HERRLISHEIM at 1050 to
soften up the town in preparation:for the assault by the 56th Armored
Infantry Battalion, An hour later a barrage wes placed upon enemy tanks
and anti-tank guns along the heavily fortified railroad embankment north-
east of the town (Ww-f),

A smoke screen, maintained for forty minutes (from 1325 to 1405),
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was laid north of the town and along the east end of the ditch (bD—M) to
enable the infantry forces to cross the open area between La BREYMUHL

and HERRLISHEIM., The remainder of the afternoon artillery support con-
sisted chiefly of intermittent harassing fire on snipers operating in the
field below Li BREYMUHL (OO0-M) and Sn the tanks and anti-tank guns in
defilade behind the railroad embankment just north of HERKL ISH EIM (LLQM);

At 1750 hours on 9 January, division artillery received a messape
from S-4, VI Corps artillery, which limited ammunition expenditures of
the battalions of the 12th Armored Division sartillery to the 4,000 rounds
on hand in each battalion,.

During the night, artillery was placed on prearranged targets on
the eastern edge of town and set it ablaze, In addition, a 600-yard
strip of the main road and railroad, along the enemy strong point (X-M),
was constantly harassed,

A recapitulation for the period 090600 January 1945 tc 100600
Jenuary 1945 finds the artillery support of the 4L94th Armored Field
nrtillery Battalion stepped up considerzbly, The total expenditures

for the 2l missions fired during the period includeds8

1,328 rounds - = - - - HE M 48 B
68 rounds - - - -~ - HE M 54
101 rounds = - - = - HC
18 rounds - - -~ - - WP

Figure 2, Appendix 4, gives a complete‘tabulation of the missions fired
by the division artillery for the 24-hour period ending 1800 hours, 9
January,

The major artillery effort in the engagement took‘place on the
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10th and during the early hours of the 11thy Every effort was made to
assist the thOps that &ombat Comimand B had in HEﬁﬁLISHEIM and eventually
to protect the witgd;éﬁal of these beleaguered forces from the towny

4 two-hour rolling barrage starting at 0845 was placed along the
railroad tracks cast of HERRLISHEIM (M). This barrage, the first of many
on the same enemy position that had caused so much trouble for the Combat
Command was directed primarily at infantry personnel who maintained a
murderous flanking fire on any and all attempts to negotiate the flats
between LA BREYMUHL and HERRLISHEIM.

Further up the tracks (X-li), the air observer adjusted on

more Germans dug in near the main road; a few minutes later

it spotted two 88-mm guns on the road (m), scoring a direct

hit on one; and at noon it claimed to neutralize two enemy tanks
along the tracks,lO

The tenth proved to be the only day that liaison aircraft could
be used effectively for observed-fire missions, Snow, fog, sleet, haze,
smoke, and heavy enemy anti-aircraft flak protection combined to the ut-
most during the operation to 1imit the effectiveness of this versatile air
observation post,

Four tanks on the main road south of the town (k) and perscnnel
along the LANDGRABEN River (i), who were attempting to reinforce the
Germans in HERRLISHEIM were fired on just prior to noon. In order to
assist C Company of the 714th Tank Battalion's move into HERRLISHEIM
and the subsequent evacuation of wounded from the town by the light tanks,
the 494th Armored Field artillery Battalion, reinforced by fires from the
493d Armored Field artillery Battalion and units of the 33d Brigade, laid
down a heavy smoke screen along the railroad leading to DRUSENHEIM.

As noted in Chapter 7, the artillery support rendered during the
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withdrawal of all units from HERRLISHEIM was most sigﬁificant; A ldrge
measure of credit fof the success of the withdrawal is due Captain James
Hi Moulder, fotward observer of the L9hth Armored Field irtillery Bat-
talioh, who doordihated the defensive fires; Before being wounded)
Captain Moulder had devised a three-sided box barrége pattern for the’
protection of Combat Coummand B units against enemy infiltration. The
elements of the pattern were designated:

1. Concentration "Red" (LL to WW-i) -~ from the north edge of HERRLISHEIMN,
northeast to the railroad tracks,

2. Ccncentration "Blue" (I) - along a line running parallel to "Red"
from the west-central corner of town to the raiiroad tracks.,

3, Concentration "White" (li) - along the railroad tracks connecting the
two parallel barrages east of HERRLISHEIN,

When the order to withdraw was given, a fourth area, designated
for a "Green" concentration (i), was selected along the creek, be-
tween the two roads leading northward out of HERRLISHEIM, running
just short of the southern tip of the BOIS DE DRUSENHEIM in which
there were friendly troops.ll

Every available artillery piece (including the other two division artil-
lery battalions, the 493d and 495th, plus units in the 33d Field Artil-
lery Brigade) was concentrated on the areas noted above in an all-out
effort to get the 56th armored Infantry Battalion and the 714th Tank
Battalion out of HERRLISHEIM safely.

The series of defensive barrages and smoke screens began
at 2330 hours the 10th of January and continued until 0150 hours
of 11 January when a2ll but the covering units had withdrawn,

When these had left HERKRLISHEIM, at 0200, a TOT (time on
target) was fired into the town by all artillery units of the
33d Brigade,l?

In retrospect, the following statement from Colcnel CharleS_G.
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. Bromley, Commander -of Combat Command B, summarizes the genefal opinion
of the artillery support for the operation as giVen by those individuais
who participated in the attack, "aptillery sipport was entirely adequate
and wasAfurnished in any amount requested, Artillery support was in-

variably timely and effeative,"13

Ingineers

as a normal attachment to Ccmbat Ccmmand B, Cempany B, 119th
armoreC Engineer Battalion accempanied the combat command into the bridge-
head operation, It was "attached to the attacking force in corder to clear
any mine fields that might be encountered, and build or repeir necessary
bridges, thereby keeping the tanks and infantry rclling,"

The morning of the £2th, the first day of the attack, Lieutenant
McConnell, the company executive, with the first platoon reconnoitered
the footbridges (C-li) cver which the attacking forces would have to
pass., During this reconnaissance they found that a unit of the 40th
Engineer Combat Regiment was completing work on one of the bridges. The
party then returned to BISCHWILLER where the company remained on call
ready to perform any engineer work required.

The initial task consisted of placing a 36-foot wooden treadway
over a hole in the Bailey Bridge (C-M). The last tank of the 714th over
the bridge accidentally put a hole through the side necessitating a repair
Jjobe

About 1700 on the 9th, Combat Command B ordered that a float be
placed in the treadway bridge across the ZOBN River, northwest of HERRLI-
SHEIM (SS-M),

The D-7 bulldozer, to be used in this work, was brought in fromli
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OBERHOFFEN and moved along the south side of the MIDER River.
Half-way down (EE-M) it was stopped by 88-mm fire coming from
the enemy strongpoint, behind the railroad tracks to the east,
At the same time the 714th Bn tanks, which were to protect

the engineer work by laying down a curtain of fire, were ...
hit and 4.. set ablaze in the fields, thereby clearly lighting
up the proposed bridge site,1?

As a result of these circumstances, the dozer moved on to
RCHRWEILER instead of trying to move into the work area, The remainder
of the engineer campany, upon seeing the fires raging near the bridge
site, stopped on the BISCHwILLFR-ROHRWEILER road (II-}) and turned back
to OBERHOFFEN,16

Around midnight, the company was ordered to throw a few 30-foot
pontoons over the water at (HH-M) so that the infantry could get out of
HERRLISHEIlM safely, This order, however, was rescinded shortly after-

wards, The morning of the 10th, the engineer company was ordered into

HERRLISHELI for use as infantry,
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CHAPTER 8

COMMUNICATIONS AND CONTROL

Military leaders have recognized the importance of communications
and control since the first battles khown to man and a2ll have made efforts
to improve means of communication and the control of units that were ex-
pected to perform a mission,

In the study of the communication methods of former commanders
it is necessary that we consider them in the light of the equipment that
was available at that time and not in the light of present equipment.

In January of 1945 the hmerican tank was equipped with one of three radios,
the SCR-508, the SCR-528 and the SCR-538., The SCR-508 consisted of one
transmitter and two receivers; this allowed the operator to listen to two
channels and to transmit on one selected channel, The SCR-528 was similar,
however it had only one receiver. The SCR-538 consisted of one receiver.
A11 three types included an intercommunication system with which coentact
between members of the tank crew was maintained, The SCR-508 was author=-
ized for the headquarters tanks of tank battalions and tank companies,
SCR-528s were authorized for the platoon leaders and the platoon sergeants,
A1]1 other tanks were equipped with the SCR-538 which meant that three of
the five tanks'in each platoon were equipped with radios that made trans-
mission to other tanks or vehicles impossible.

Radios used by the armored infantry at that time were the SCR-300
and the SCR-509-510, designation of the latter depending upon whether
it was mounted in the vehicle or poftable. At that time there was no
direct radio or phone cammunication between the infantry and the crew

of the tanks, This was the equipment authorized to the Twelfth Armored
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Division when it entered combat in December 1944,

As a result of communication problems that arose in the action
of the 12th Armored Division in December, communication personnel were
sceking new and better means of communication. The infantry leaders
found that means of talking with tank commanders were non-existent,
The SCR-509~510 of the infantry was very effective when it was mounted
but was not dependable when used as a portable unit, Troops developed
the art of laying wire in order to find more dependable communication,
and on 22 December, in a defensive position, wire lines had been laid
from battalion headquarters to every company, plétoon and observation
post of the front line infantry units.l

In the initial assault on HERRLISHEIM in January 1945 the
communication was maintained at all times between the 12th Armored
Division and Combat Command B, Likewise, communication between Combat
Comménd B and the headquarters of the two battalion elements were maintained
throughoﬁt and liaison was established between headquarters of the 56th
Armored Infantry and headquarters of the 714th Tank Battalions,.

The plans for the attack on HERRLISHEIM designated the following
control measures; attack positions near the town of RCHR./EILER, a defi-
nite attack formation, axes of advance for the task forces and the use
of phase lines in the town, These control measures were effective with
the exeception of the phase lines as ho reports were received from the
platoons upon their arrival or crossing the lines.

During the morning of the aﬁtack, communication.by radio in both
task forces was adequate and continued throughout the day., At that time

the transmission distance was under four miles and the sets had not been
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in operation over a prolonged beﬂiod. Units had not become Separated
and Subordiﬁate unit locations wefe known to all headquarters.2

Communicatjion continued to be normal and successful during the
morning of 9 January, Company A of the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion
left LA BREYMUHL and entered HERRLISHEIM at about 1230, Attempts to
make contact with headquartérs of the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion
were unsuccessful with either the SCR-300 or the SCR-509. & party from
Company A attempted to contact Company B of the 56th Armored Infantry
Battalion but was unsuccessful due to the violence of the action in which
Company B was engaged., Subsequent attempts by Company A to contact the
56th Armored Infantry Battalion by radio were unsuccessful. Reports to
higher headquarters on reaching phase lines were attempted as planned but
to no avail, Company B end Company C made similar attempts but all were
unsuccessful.3

The first attempt by the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion to con-
tact units in HERRLISHEIM was made by a radio equipped patrol which re-
turned without contacting the main elements there.

At 0200 10 January tanks of Company B of the 714th Tank Battalion
were ordered to contact the units in HERRLISHEIM, Tanks entered the town
at daybreak, finally contacted the troops there and reported by radio at
about 0730 10 January. This.ended the long silence concerning HERRL ISHEIM
which had lasted for about eighteen hours. Messengers were used during the
morning of 10 January, Wire lines Were in operation during the afternoon

and communications were wholly restored.,+
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CHAPTER 9

CONCLUSIONS

In establishing conclusions concerning an operation such as the
one in which Combat Command B, 12th Armored Division, participated at
HERRLISHEIM, France, certain limitatjons must be constantly_borné in mind.
For without bearing these limitations in mind, one is very likely to seize
on what now appear to be obvious shortcomings and condemn both commander
and troops, much like the old alumni quarterbacking on Monday morning
the losing game his team played the Saturday before., The researcher,
like the alumni, can only know part of the story behind the defeat, that
part concerning which there is irrefutable evidence. As has been empha-
sized before, such evidence in this report is notably lacking,

Two factors, however, stand out as a result of the operation of
Combat Command B at HERRLISHEIM, The first and perhaps most important
is that no attack with armor can ever gain its maximum effect without
"deliberate planning" and "violent execution," In fact, in most armored
operations, the lack of either of these two ingredients in the attack
will doom the operation to failure,

The second factor is that terrain and weather play a decisive
role in any amored operation. Even the most carefully planned attack
can bog down when adverse weather conditiocns are encountered or when the
terrain is unsuitable for armored maneuver, Armor wili of course have
to be employed in adverse terrain and during unfavorable weather, but
plans must be made to minimize the effects of these two potential obstacles,

In this operation, because of the shortage of troops in the Seventh
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Army area, and in par;icular in the VI Corps zone, the corps ¢ommander
was forced to commit a cdmbat command of an armored division in an attempt
to eliminate a serious threat in his cverextended front line, It is un-
fortunate that this sector was such thut the terrain was so unsuited for
armor. It is equally unfortunate that weather conditions were particu-
larly adverse, and a constant haze and fog masked observation of the area.

However, granting that the corps commander was forced to commit
the only troops available in his reserve, the actual combat command re-
quested from the 12th Armored Division by his headquarters was notably
unsuited for its mission., The chief of staff of the 12th Armored Division
stated that VI Corps asked only for a "type" combat command, This meant
a combat command composed of one tank battalion and one armored infantry
battalion along with the necessary supporting troops. Such a request from
higher headquarters indicated either a lack of appreciation of the possi-
bilities of combination of forces within a combat command to fit its
particular mission, or that it was felt that the mission was of such a
nature that a bzlanced though undersized combat command could perform it,
Apparently this latter was more likely the case as most persons inter-
viewed stated that they thought initially that the mission would be an
easy one against an inferior enemya

The limitations of this organization became painfully apparent
as the action wore on and requests were made by Colonel Bromley, the com-
bat command commander, to the 79th Division, to reinforce his command
with more infantry, either from the 12th Armored Division or from the
79th Infantry Division, General Allen also made similar requests to the

79th Division and to VI Corps. 4ll such requests were refused, Many
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menbers of the division stated that in their opinion the addition of
such infantry would have perhaps assured the success of the Operation;

Once the organization of the combat command wds determined by
higher headquafters,’the combat command commander organized his forces
into tio teaﬁs, one hehvy in infantry and one heavy in tanks., Because the
enemy situation was vague, this was certainly a sound organization, His
contemplated use of the attached engineers was also sound in the exist-
ing situation. Perhaps the outstanding planning prior to the operation
was that of the artillery supporting fires, for although little time was
alloved by higher headquarters for artillery planning and registration,
the artillery performed admirably throughout the operation. It did so
in spite of the most adverse observing conditions and the limitations
placed on it by shortages of ammunition.

In spite of these instances of sound planning, there is evidence
that not all phases of the attack were as well thought out, particularly
the details of movement from the assembly area to the attack position,
the missions of organic supporting weapons, and prior reconnaissance of
the area, 4lso, there is evidence of lack of coordination with troops
already in the area of the operation. This lack of detail planning
started at corps level and extended down throughout the echelons of
command, For example the artillery was not released by corps to the
troops it was going to support until 0930 of the morning of the attack,
This was scarcely one-half hour prior to the time of the attack. In-
sufficient time was also allowed for the combat command commander to
meke a reconnaissance of the area in which he would have to deploy his

troops, even though the terrain was very poor for armor.
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At battalion level, the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion had dif-
ficulty in its march from the assembly atea to the attack position, and
as a consequence mounted and dismoﬁnted unnecessarily, This action éaused
the 714th Tank Battalion on Shoft notice to pass thrbﬁgh the 56th., The
moffa} platoon leader of tae 7l4th Tank Battalion stated that he was given
the mission of general support of the attacking troops but was not given
any specific targets or even areas iﬁ which to concentrate his fires,

He further stated that he had no knéwledge of the ammunition supply point,
that throughout the operation he fip;d solely from a map, and that he
never displaced his platoon forward from its original position in the
attack position, In contrast, duripg the same period the Mortar Platoon |
of the 56th Armored Infantry Battalion fired observed fire and moved for-
ward to better support the troops, .

Officers of both task forces stated that once the attack started,
they Were unaware of the presence of Company L, 3l4th Infantry Regiment;
the 4Oth Combat Fngineers; or Compgny B, 47th Tank Battalion, l4th Armored
Division, which were all located in the vicinity of LA BREYMUHL prior to
and during the attack, BEven though these friendly troops were in Combat
Command B's zone at the water works on the ZORN River, the troops of
Combat Command B had to inquire of a local civilian information concern-
ing the depth of the river, fording points, etc.

These incidents and events point to the lack of prior planning
in preparation for the attack, Perhaps the idea which prevailed concern-
ing the inferiority of the enemy may have influenced all commanders and
their staffs in neglecting the details of planning in this operation, but

the fact remains that more thorough planning, particularly as it doncerned
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ground reconnaissance and coordination, was definitely needed if the
operation was to succeed, This fact should have been particularly evi-
dent to the higher commanders since previous attempts by other units to
reduce the bridgehead had failed,

The importance of moving armor quickly to the objective once the
aﬁtack has been launched was never adequately recognized during this
operation, Alternate plans for the effective and decisive use of tanks
were non-existent, For example, once it was discovered that the tanks of
Task Force Power could not cross the Zorn River in the initial attack,
they were committed to a role of firing ineffectively from the west side
of the river, unconcealed and stationery. The error inherent in this
manner of tank employment did become apparent as more and more tanks were
destroyed or damaged by well-aimed German antitank fire from concealedv
positions, In spite ofvthe casualties incurred in this fashion, however,
Company 4, 714th Tank Battalion was utilized in this role for three éon—
secutive days, Such employment denied the tanks of two of %heir
principal characteristics, maneuverability and §hock action. At no time
was the bulk of the tanks concentrated against any key terrain feature,.
One company, Company B, was COmmitﬁed piecemeal in support of the infantry;
Company D was used exclusively as a means of transpcrtaticn for supplies
and evacuation of wounded, and Company C was used until the last after-
noon in a stationery firé support role,

The armored infantry fared no better, Companies were committed
without effective tank support even though German artillery and autamatic
weapon fire was very heavy and infantry casualtieé were numerous, Units

were committed piecemeal, often to reinforce a failing attack, too late to
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be of benefit, and frequently from the same direction. There were many
delays in getting the attacks started, which iﬁdib&ted improper or lack
of leadership and supervision, Once the battle is joined, it must be
pushed vigorously in a coordinated effort, and if it bogs down commanders
must employ all means available to regain the momentum of the attack.
This might have been accomplished if some reserve had been available at
combat command level, No such reserve was maint;ined, even " though
there was no indication that troops ffom any cother source could have been
committed in support of the attack, FEngineers were finally committed
as a last resort, emphasizing the desperate circumstances of the command.
Communications during the action were dependent almost entirely
on radio, which was fairly effective for the majority of the action.
However, radio communication did break down at a most critical time during
the night of the 9th so that contact was lost with the units in the town
of HERRLISHEIM, Effective alternate means should have been employed,
particularly wire, DMessengers were sent from the units in the town but
feiled to get through until morning, More aggressive leadership in this
situation might have even sent out combat patrols to regain contact.
Liaiscon was maintained between Combat Command B and the twc task forces
by having the command posts of each of the three headquarters adjacent
to each other, allowing the executive cfficers of the battalions to re-
ceive orders promptly from combat command, However, evidently there was
misunderstanding because on the last day, Lieutenant Colonel Ingram, com-
mander of Task Force Rarmer was in HERRLISHEIM getting an attack under
way when Lieutenant Colonel Phelan, Commander of Task Forde Power, was

ordered in to take charge of the attack, Liaison must have brcken down
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somewhere along the line, What liaison was maintained by Combat Command
B with adjacent and higher units isinot known, ﬁhough the means used
dould not have been too effective if the presence of the units of the
314th Infantry Regiment in the LA BREYMUHL area was not known, Combat
Command B, it must be remembered, was attached to the 79th Infantry
Division, the parent unit of the 3l4th Infantry Regiment.

The failure of the operation, however cannot be attributed
solely to the troops involved. The weather was very definitely a great
assistance to the defender and an equally great hindrance to the attacker,
Lack of visibility seriously hampered observed fire from alli weapons and
tended to offset the attacker's preponderance of artillery and tanks.
Artillery liaison planes were for the most part either grounded or unable
to observe because of haze and fog, or because of active antiaircraft
defense, Tanks were greatly hampered in their firing because of the re-
duced visibility of their direct sighting equipment,

The absolute flatness of the terrain was also a serious handicap
to the attacking forces, The absence of any cover whatsoever except in
the immediate vicinity of the built up areas made it necessary for the
troops to attack across exposed ground from the line of departure all the
way to the objective, constantly subject to observation and effective
fire by the Germans, Although the ground was frozen and trafficable
for tank movement, the unfordable MODER and ZORN Rivers presented a
seriou; obstacle, Tanks had to cross at the existing bridge sites,
which hampered their maneuver and canaliged their attack formations,
Moreover, the Germans were well registered on the bridge sites. Thus it

was that with the combination of weather and terrain that existed, it
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was necessary for both infantry and tanks to attack across open exposed
ground over unfordable streams to reach their objectives,

The area behind the objective HERRLISHEIM, was criss-crossed
with streams and woods., This configuration of the terrain limited the
depth of the attack and afforded no high ground to the rear from which
the attackers could dominate the town.

The strongest point in the German defensive system was the inter-
section of the DRUSENHEIM--HERRLISHEIM highway and the railroad, Both
Wwere built up on high embankments affording the Germens concealed move-
ment behind them, If this key piece of terrain had been seized initially,
it would have cut lateral communication and prevented the Germans movement
behind the embankment north of HERRLISHEIM. The seizure of this objective
incidentally was the original mission of Task Force Power, but it was
abandoned when the bridge over the ZORN River was discovered to have been

destroyed.

Lessons Learned

One of the outstanding lessons learned from this operation is
that no commander must underestimate the enemy. Such an underestimation
can result in hastily drawn and ill-conceived plans. If this under-
estimation permeates the command, and the enemy is discévered to be
aggressive and determined, the morale of the attack in troops is adversely
affected, sometimes seriously, and confusion and indecision result,
Another lesson learned is that the more adverse the terrain and
weather, the more carefully drawn must be the plans of all commanders
for the commitment of armored units, Cold weather in particular has an

adverse effcect on the morale and efficiency of the fighting man, and
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leadership must be unusually aggressive to counteract its effects,

It must also be pointed out that from this action it can be
learned that plans for and the resulting zttack are often at consider-
able variance, If the attack does not go according to the original
plan, bold and aggressive steps must be taken and plans quickly made to
further;the accomplishment of the mission,

The troops of Combat Command B, 12th Armored Division, were
neither better nor worse than the troops of any other division in the
Army, Their training, as described in Chapter 2, was substantially the
same as any other armored division, The errors committed in the action
were by no means limited to Combat Command B. The errors Combat Command
B did commit were the errors of most troops who had not become "battle
wise," Coordination is learned by experience, as is the effects of
adverse terrain and weather conditions, The report does emphasize the

truth of the doctrine now repeated in almost every armored publication--

In the employment of armor, there must be deliberate planning followed

by violent execution,







APPENDIX 1b

ENEMY ORDER CF BATTLE

In order to derive the maximum benefit from the study of the
enemy order of battle that faced the 12th Armored Division in the battle
of HERRLISHEIM, it is necessary to have a general knowledge of the over-
all German plan for the RHINE front with particular emphasis on the city
of STRASBOURG as a keypoint, The strong opposition encountered by Com-
bat Command B during this operation is more readily explained when the
strategic and political importance of this city is thoroughly understood,

Let us review briefly the general situation from the enemy point
of view during the latter part of 1944 and the early months of 1945.

Follawing the failure of the von Rundstedt December offensive
in the EIFFEL area, the German high command concentrated its attention
on attacks in the ALSACE area. There were four mzjor offensive efforts:
the first, near the fortress of BITCHE; the second, in the HARDT MCUN-
TAINS near REIPPERTSWILLER; the third, on the ALS4CE plain near HATTEN
and RITTERSHOFFEN; and the fourth, in the RHINE riverhead near HERRLI-
SHEIM and GAMBSHEIM. Combat Command B of the 12th aArmored Division moved
against this riverhe¢ad in January l9h5.1

During the period between 24 and 31 December 1944, there was
apparently a continued effort on the part of the Germens to refit and re-
organize their scattered divisions in preparation for an offensive,

There was considerable activity on the SV Corps front, The 36th Volks-

grenadier Division had been withdrawn from the line and was believed to

be refitting, In the sector occupied by the 17th Panzer Grenadier
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Division elements of the 19th Volksgren

» Diyision were identified in
confirmation of the idea that only a shell of the former was in action,

The bulk of the 25th Panzer Grenadier Division was being refitted in the

ZWEIBRUKEN area having left a few scattered elements in the SIEGFRIED

positions, The 21st Panzer Division, then the most important mobile '

unit in the German First army had gone north, but was still in the VI
Corps sector, with only a small force still in the line.

at this time the Intelligence Officer of the Seventh irmy stated
the enemy capabilities in an intelligence estimate substantially as
follows: the offensive capabilities of the enemy were strongly pointed
out in the estimate on the 29th of December, while admitting that the
attitude of the enemy had been mainly defensive up to that time, the
document reported definite enemy buildaups in two areas that might affect
the Seventh army, These were the EAST RHINE RIVER VALLEY and COLMER
BRIDGEHEAD and also the SAARBRUCKEN area, It stated that there were
nine divisions or elements of them of the German First army in contact

with the Seventh Army west of the RHINE, It stressed the fact that

mobile units such as the l?th SS_Panzer Grenadier the 25th Panzer

Grenadier and the 31st Panzer Divisions were in very light contact,

In addition to the obvious refitting activities of the enemy, both
terrain and weather favored him in attack, Oﬁe of the major terrain
factors was that the RHINE RIVER formed a continuous right flank for
the Seventh army half as long as the front itself,>

aApparently very little was known of the size, composition and
mission of the German crossings near GAMBSHEIM during the early part of

January. #ccording to statements in the History of the 12th Armored

80



Division, higher headquarters was convinced that the force was very small
and composed of inferior quality troops with the mission of occupying
the ground that the allies were expected to give up in their expected
withdrawal to the VOSGES MOUNTAINS:A

A list of enemy units ahd personalities identified from prisoner
of war interrogation reports together‘With explanation and comment where
appropriate is attached to this Appendix as Annex I, A careful examina-
tion and evaluation of the information contained in this document leads
one to the conclusion that the opinicn that an inferior force was in the
bridgehead had some substantiation prior to 6 January, Members of the 12th
Armored Division Combat Command B, when questioned by this committee, fre-
quently voiced the opinion that the estimate upon which their attack of
January sixth was based was far from accurate,? The consensus of opinion
among these officers being that the sé?ength and quality of the force
opposed to them was grossly underrate&. There is evidence to support this
view, however, it seems that the difference of opinion is well founded in
each case due to the evidence that nearly all the units attached to Head-

quarters 553 Volksgrenadier Division made the crossing of the RHINE into

the HERRL ISHEIM-GAMBSHEIM area during the nights of 5 and 6 January using
a ferry in the vicinity of FREITSTETT. Captain Renz, commanding officer

of the Fifth Company, Second Battalion, Regiment Oberhein, the interro-

gator states that every prisoner interrogated was once wounded or physi-
cally defective or both, Such malformations as fingers grown together
were of common cccurence, This evidence points to the occupation of the
bridgehead prior to 6 January by a force of second-class troops, From

the sixth to the end of the engagement there was a continual stream of
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Grenadier Division arrived in the bridgehead before the nineteenth of
Januaryy There is; hoawever, a statement by the interrogator of sixteen

prisoners from the Second € srhein that they saw about

200 men in OFFENDORF on the night of 6 or'7 Jaduary wearing the black uni-

form of the SS and ecquipped with armbands reading Reichsfuhrer Himmler

or adolf Hitler. These organizations are beth Panzer Grenadier divisions,

Confirming the statement that the bridgehead was very lightly
held prior toc the time of the attack by CCB, 12th armcred Division, thé
following paraphrased account is offered from the History cf the 1lith
armored Division:

On 6 January, Company B of the 47th Tank Battaliocn, 1l4th armored
Division was ordered to support the 2nd Battalion of the 315th Infantry
Regiment of the 79th Division, They moved into the BITSCHWEILLER--
RCHRJILLER area that morning withcut resistance and reached DRUSENHEIM
shortly after noon against very light oppositicn, The following morning
&t 0500 the Germans opened up with a heavy artillery barrage and followed
it up with an attack by an estimatéd battalion of infantry supported by
several tanks and drove the Americans from the town.8

From this statement it would appear that reinfcrcements in at
least battalicn strength cccurred during the night of the sixth, This
is amply confirmed by the priscner of war interrogation repcrts cited
in Table 3 to this Appendix,

In conclusion the probable strength of the enemy in the HERRLI-
SHEIM-GAMBSHEIM bridgehead consisted of cver 2000 men of quality varying

from the most decrepit of Volksturm to crack SS Panzer cutfits, The

latter undoubtedly were acded as stiffening tc the non-regular troops
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already in the towns and pessibly a fcrerunner of the 10th SS Panzer Divi- .

/
/

sicn that moved in strength on 19 January and the days foilowing that date,

TaBLE I
A SUMIIARY OF THE ESTIMATED ENEMY STRENGTH BY UNIT AND TOTAL
Headquarters 553 Volksgrenadier Divisicn Unknown

1+ Regiment Oberhein

V Battalicn Oberhein 100
Regimental Ccmpanies Regiment Oberhein 100
VI Battalicn Oberhein 250

2, 2 SS Police Regiment

IT Battalicn 485

3. 20 Mortar Battalion . 70
Le Jagzug 30
5. LO5 antitank 150
6. liscellaneous SS men _200_
Total of known strengths - 1385

The fcllowing units did not have a strength given by priscners
as did the abcve, The units listed in the Opder of Battle with an esti-

mated strength for each based on the reported strengths of similar units

follows:
1. 6th Company 2 SS Police Regiment 130
2o 13 Ccmpany 2 SS Police Regiment 130
3. Battalicn Hoffe Regiment Oberhein 250
Total of estimated strength 510
ESTIMATED STRENGTH OF ENTIRE BRIDGEHEaD 2000

8L
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II

TABLE 3

ENEMY TROOP LIST

553 Volksgrensdier Divisicn (Infantry)

Ao

History:2
Commender: Generalmajcr Huter
Home Staticn: wkr, V

Grenadier Regiments: 1119, 1120, 1121

artillery Regiment: . 1553

Fusilier Battalion: "

Fngineer Battalion: "

Signal Battalion: n

anti Tank Battalion: "

Auxilliary Battalion: "
July 1944: Formed (29th wave) at Munsingen maneuver area, werk-
reis V, frcm replacement units as a Grenadier Division, Subse-
quently it was redesignated 553 Vgr Div, (32nd wave)
September 1944: Cn the western front in the Nancy area,
November 1944: Suffered heavy lcsses in the Vosges area and was
at that time particlly zbscrbed by the 361st Infantry Division,
December 1944% Division Staff withdrawn to the Karlsruhe area and
subsequently transferred to the Strasbourg area to control mis-
cellaneous units,
Early 1945: Out of action, possibly disbanded,

a, History is taken from Order of Battle of the German Army

March 1945, published by the Military Intelligence Division,
wWar Department, washington 25, D, C.

Composition during the period from six to twelve January l9h5.6
1. Headquarters 553 Volksgrenadier Division: Identified as the
unit in command of the majority of troops in HERRLISHEIM, but its

actual presence in the village is not confirmed by any of the
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evidence available to this committee, One prisoner thought that
the Headquarters was east of the RHINE,

The division commander is not mentioned by néme B& any of the
members of the units captured at HERRLISHEIM.

a. Regﬁneﬁt Oberhein (CO Lt, Col., Marbach): This unit
was also referred to by prisoners as Battle Group Marbach
and as the E - V Regiment., It controlled the following
units that were identified in the sector:
(1)° V Battalion Oberhein (CO Lt, Zieres); This unit was
also known as Battle Group Zieres and was responsible for
much of the confusion involving identifications during
this action, It appears that the designation at one time
represented I Bn, E - V Regt under control of the 405th
Administrative Division, When placed under the command
of the 553 Vgr. Div it became known as V Battalion Ober-
hein although the paybooks of the prisoners had not been
changed accordingly. Its streﬁgth was believed to be
between 75 and 100 men.
(&) Battalion Headquarters: Prisoners refer to the
commander as both Captain and Lt. Zieres., Many such
conflicting statements found in the interrogations
indjcate the degree of confusion that must have
existed among all ranks of the enemy and leads to
the belief that the units were recently formed.
The adjutant was Lt, Schmidt and the headquarters

consisted of a communications section and 2 messenger
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section, It was located in two bunkers located south
of KFHL, 2bout 3/4 of a mile east of the river,

(b) 1st Company: (CO Lt. Frey - captured) The
company command post was located south of HERRLISHEIM
near a dam, The unit had a strength of approximately
90 men when it crossed the RHINE in rubber boats on
January sixth near FREITSTETT. The first and second
platoons were taken prisoner shortly after crossing
the river,

(¢) 2nd Company: (CO unknown). Sixteen prisoners
were interrogated from this unit, The mission the
company was to take up a position in the fork of

the creek north of HERRLISHEIM as flank security for
the town, Several noncoms and five enlisted men

were left behind in OFFENDORF to dig out the first
platoon that was buried under a bombed house, Our
bombing missions also neutralized one 88mm gun and

one 20mm AA gun in the village, The second platoon
was the only one with the majority of its members
still alive and uncaptured when they felt the situa-
tion was hopeless and surrendered, The company helped
originally to establish the bridgehead and had its
first battle on the railroad south of GAMBSHEIM. They
had observed some GHQ artillery 150mm or larger in the
woods in the vicihity of FREITSTETT. The platoon

crossed the river near that town on a ferry that was
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guided by a wire and propelled by a small motorboét,

They passed through HERRLISHEIM at night on their way

to GAMBSHEIM aht éi&iﬁed to have seen no installations

in the former town. However they saw between fifteen

and twenty tanks in QFFENDORF and about 200 men all

in SS black uniforms with an arm marked Reichsfuhrer

Himmler or Adolph Hitler. These tanks were said to

mount 75mm or 88mm guns,
(2) Regimental Companies, Regiment Oberhein;

(a) 13th Company: (Inf How) was also known as Battle

Group Schmidt, and had an estimated strength of 90

to 100 men,

(b) 14th Company: (AT Co.) known as Battle Group

Walther with an estimated strength of 100 men. It

was equipped with three 75mm AT guns and 28 Offenrohr.,
(3) VI Battalion Oberhein: (CO Captain Mupg) The bat-
talion crossed the RHINE on the sixth of January near
FREISTETT in assault boats, Before that they had been in
the Black Forest for training. Their estimated strength
was 250 men, The Battalion command post was located behind
HERRLISHEIM in a pillbox. A captured platoon leader who
was at first very security conscious, said later that the
whole bridgehead was a makeshift affair and actually had
nothing behind it, The unit was equipped with gas masks,
Every prisoner interrogated was once wounded, physically

defective or both, Such malformations as fingers grown
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together were common,
(a) 2nd Companyt (CO Lt wartman) fhis of fiter was
Seriousiy wounded at HERRLISHEIM.
b, 2nd SS Police Regiment: This unit was under the control
of the 405 Administrative Division until 25 December 1944 when
it was transferred to the 553 Volksgrenadier Division and the
IT Bn was placed under the command of Regiment Oberhein,
(1) II Battalion: (CO Major Zarnon) (Adjutant Lt. Back)
(Ordnance officer Lt, Rickert)
(a) Lst Company: (CO‘Lt, Steffen) Consisted of 110
to 140 men divided into three platoons, Each platoon
was armed with three light machine guns and three
panzerfaust, They crossed the RHINE 9 January on a
ferry.,
(b). 5th Company: (CO Captain Renz) (Exec Lt, Zabler)
The company commander was a prisoncr and the executive
had been killed., This company had an original strength
of about 100 men of which only 50 were in the line,
the other platoon being in reserve, The unit commend
~post was in OFFENDORF. The unit went into position
on 7 January when it crossed the river and entered
the bridgehead. The armament consisted of five light
machine guns and six panzerfausts, The NCOs were
armed with machine pistols., The mission of the company
was to hold a line somewhere in HERRLISHEIM and the

commander had ordered the constructicn of a second
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line of defense, The company was prevented from com-
pleting this second line due to the intensity of
American artillery fire., When interrogated the com-
pany commander stated that the command post of the

IT Bn was west of the RHINE, although he did not

know the exact location., He thought that it was in

a house south of OFFENDORF. In addition he said that
the regimental command post was also west of the
river in an unknown location, He confirmed other
reports of two or three assault guns in the STAIN=-
WALD, He complained that he had been promised artil-
lery support from across the river, but up until the
time of his capture none had been received, In the
opinion of this prisoner and that of the other German
of ficers that he knew, their situation in the bridge-
head was extremely precarious, His company supply
train was in OFFENDORF along with his third platoon
which was in battalion reserve, He knew that his
battalion was under the command of the 553 Vgr.
Division, and thought that the division command post
was east of the river, The fifth company relieved

an unknown unit in the bridgehead on the seventh of
January and the other unit remained somewhere on the
vicinity.

(c) 6th Company: (CO Captain Meinzquinkel) The

majority of this canpany was captured prior to 17
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(d) 7th Company: (CO Captain Thoenessen) Strength
120 men,.

(e) 8th Company: (CO Captain Bulter) (Exec Lt.
Warnebold) . This company consisted of two submachine-
gun platoons of four guns each, and one mortar pla-
toon consisting of four 8lmm mortars. Strength was
between 100 and 125 men. One squad of the first sub-
maechine gun platoon supported the 5th company and one,
the 6th. The remaining platoon was in reserve. The
company crossed the river on the sixth of January and
set up a headquarters in a house behind a mill on the
HERRLISHEIM-GAMBSHEIM road. The supply trains were in
OFFENDCRF .

(f) 13th C;mpany: (CO Lt. Kues)

(g) Jagdzug: This unit consisted of about 30 men
drawn from various companies and equipped with three
light machine guns., It was formed for the protection
of the battalion headguarters and crossed the river
on 6 January on the ferry near FREISTETT.

(h) 2(5 Mortar Battalion: the fourth company of this
battalion had a strength of 70 men and was equipped
with ten 81mm mortars, The entire unit was under

the control of Regiment Oberhein and G-2, 12th
Armored division assumed that the other three com-

panies were in the area,
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(i) 405 AT Battalion: (CO Captain Manherz) It was
not determined whether this unit was operating under
the control of Regiment Oberhein or even under the
553 Vgr Div, but its location in the bridgehead would
logically lead to the assumption that it was commanded
by one of those headquarters., It was reported to con-
sist of two AT companies and one AA company with an
estimated battalion strength of 100 to 150 men, It
was armed with nine 75mm AT guns and one 37mm AT gun,
(3) The VI Corps History mentions the capture of
prisoners from a Battle Group Hoffe which was under
the command of the 553 Vgr, Div., No details were
given and no other reference to this battalion could
be found,

b, The paragraphs on the composition of units in the

HERRLISHEIM area of the bridgehead are based on informa-

tion found in the G-2 Periodic Report of the 12th armored

Division from 170014 to 1724004 January 1945 and from '

Interrogation Summary IPW Team 134, 12th Armored Division
cage, 17 January 19,5, ‘ v o
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+ TI. 8SS Panzer-Grenadier-Division, Leibenstandarte - SS "Adolf Hitler"®
A, History:
Home Station: Berlin-Lichterfelde (wkr. III)
Commander: SS Oberfuhrer wisch
Compositions
SS Panzer Grenadier Regiments 1, 2, 3 (?)
Panzer artillery regiment
Panzer reconnaissance battalion
Panzer engineer battalion
Panzer signal battalion
AT battalion
Formed in the winter of 1940 - L1 as a motorized division by expansion
of the Liebenstandarte (Hitler's bodyguard regiment) which had taken
part in the Polish and Western campaigns as a motorized regiment,
Fought with distinction in the Balkan campaign and was heavily en-
gaged in Russia until the summer of 1942, Transferred to France to
be reorganized as a panzer grenadier division and returned to southern
Russia for the German counteroffensive toward Kharkov in March of 1943
and back to Russia in the autumn, Last reported heavily engaged west
of Kiev,
B. Comment:
The 200 men wearing the uniform of this division that were seen
in OFFENDORF muy have been a battalion that had escaped from Russia
and was being used as stiffening for the Volksgrenadiers, This point

of view is based only on circumstantial evidence and is not supported

by any definite findings of this committee,

c, History is taken from Order of Battle of the German Army
March 1945, published by the Military Intelligence Division,
War Department, Washington 25, D, C,
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3. Ibid,

L, Op cit; Division Operations in France,
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atlanta, -Georgia.) Chapt, 9, Jan 3 to 20, 1945.
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APPENDIX II

TERRAIN STUDY

The results of a detailed map study of the BRUMATH and DRUSEN-
HEIM sheets FRaNCE 1/25000, together with results of interviews with mem-
bers of Combat Command B, the 12th armored Division and of the 14th Armored
Division give what may be assumed to be a fairly accurate estimate of the
terrain situation in the HERRLISHEIM-G4MBSHEIM bridgehead during the origi-
nal attack by CCB,

During the month of January this portion of the RHINE valley is
subject to freezing temperatures, light snowfalls, overcast skies, fogs
and varying winds. From 7 to 11 January the temperature held at about
the freezing point. It was cold enough to harden the wet, loam soil so
that it would bear a tank in most places, however. in some instances,
probably in sheltered or deeply swampy places, vehicles broke through the
crust. There was a light fall of snow about two inches deep - just enough
to make men and vehicles outlined in sharp relief to the enemy. Although
the streams and the Z(RN canal had a coating of ice it was not sufficient
to bear the weight of a man, The sky was overcast most of the time and
heavy fogs limited visibility prior to 0900 hours, Winds were 1ight and
variable.

an examination of the relief and drainagebsystem as shown in the
sketch map attached hereto as Annex 1, shows that the area across which
the attack was launched is a level plain crossed laterally by several
streams and the ZORN canal, The maximum height of any point above the

surrounding country is approximately one meter until the HERRLISHEIM-
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GLMBSH EIM rbad (route Noj 1) and the railroad behihd it are reached¢ These
features rest on embankments about 20 meters in height, ahd easily corcealed
the 1ow silhouette of the German tanks and self-propelled guns: éhey provide
the only cover and concealment other than the town of HERRLISHEIM on the
battlefield, A sketch map of the town is attached as aAnnex 2 showing the
locution of streets, buildings, streams and some known enemy installations.

The area is drained to the northeast by the ZORN canal, and the
EICHGR#BEN and KESSELGR4BEN rivers, which lead eventually to the MODER and
the RHINE, Numerous intermittent streams and drainage ditches lace the
plain from north to south, These ditches offered the only cover for troops
advancing on the town while there is no concealed or covered aporoach for
vehicles &t 211,

The distribution of vegetation is shown on the sketch map Annex 2,
Two fairly large forests, the ST&INWALD on the south and the BOIS de DRU-
SENHEIM on the north constitute the principle growth in the area, The
enemy had excellent observation on the entire battlefield from the STAIN-
WALD wood and he used tanks and self-propelled guns with telling effect
from this flank,

The roadnet leading from HERRLISHEIM to OFFENDORF and thence to
the crossings of the RHINE offered an excellent main supply and evacuation
route for the Germans of which they took full advantage in reinforcing
their position in the town.

In summary we can say that the entire terrain and weather with the
possible exception of eerly morning fogs favored the enemy in his defense.
The avenues of approach all lead across open country which offered little

or no cover or concealment, Obstacles to advance by our forces were
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furnished by the ZORN canal and the various streams and ditches: The open
fields of fire afforded by the %lain Were of little use to the United States
tfoops since every possible gun and tank position was easily visible to a
covered and concealed enemy, The casualties in 12th armored Division tanks
bear tragic witness to this observation, On the other hand the enemy had in
the town, the raised road and the STaINWsLD an ideal defensive position to-
gether with fields of fire from one to two kildmeters in length, He ex~-

ploited this advantage to the fullest extent.
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APPENDIX III

HEADQUARTERS VI CORPS ARTILLERY

4PO L6, U, S, Army

AUTH: CG VI C ART
INIT: CFS
Date: 10 Jan 45

OPER.TION INSTRUCTION
Number aLg

1. FO #11, this Hq is suspended until further notice.
2. The following attachments and missions will apply:
a., 33 FA Brigade:
(1) attached: 6 Fi Group
59 &F4 Bn
36 Fa Bn
634 Fi Bn
292 FA Bn
975 FiA Bn
(2) Mission: Provide direct support in the right (Bast) sector
of 79 Inf Div as agreed with CG 79 Inf Div aArty. Reinforce fires of 79
Inf Div arty with 1 Med Bn, General support in 79 Inf Div Sector,

b. 405 Fi Group
(1) attached: 69 AFA Bn
938 FA Bn
976 FA Bn
(2) Mission: Provide direct support for 36 Engr Regt (C) with
1 Lt Bn., Reinforce fires of 45 Inf Div Arty with 1 Med Bn, General sup-
port in right (East) sector of 45 Inf Div,

ce 17 Fa Group
(1) attached: 977 Fa Bn
698 Fi Bn (~C Btry)
575 Fi Bn (-4 & C Btry)
C Btry, 995 Fia Bn
(2) General support in-Gorps zone.

d. 35 FA Group
(1) attached: 17 Fa Bn
995 Fa Bn (-G~ Btry)
C Btry, 698 Fa Bn
(2) Mission: Provide direct support 275 Inf Regt with 1 Med Bn.
General support in left (west) sector of 45 Inf Div.
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( + Per VACG VI Corps, 12 armd Div arty placed under operational control
33 Fa Brigade for direct support in right (East) sector of 79 Inf Div,

BAFHR
. Brig Gen
6fficial
Stubbs, nsst S-3
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APPENDIX IV
Figure 1

L94th ARMRED FIELD ARTILIERY BATTALION

REPCRT OF MISSIONS FIRED
2L Hour Period Ending 090600 January

AT & TYPE
CONCENTRATION TIME COORDINATES TARGET ALUNITION  BY RESULTS
BP Reg 1017-1112  (14.73 - 15.11) CR 5 Wp Plane Not registered
23 ML8 Unable to observe
BP Reg 1337-1347  (14.73 - 15.00) CR 2 Wp Plane Registered
MA48
AG 89 1431-1448  (14.0 - 16.9) Infantry & MG's 3 Wp FO #38  Activity ceased
' 32 M48
BP. ck Rds 1507-1530 (14,73 - 15.,11) CR 1 Wp Plane  Registered
7 ML8
1512-1540  (13.5 - 16.7) UG 12 M8 FO #38  Communications lost &
not campleted
CF 57 1609-1614 (1244 - 14.7) Town 136 448 FO #47 Right in there
MF 51 1617-1622  (12.5 - 15.1) Infantry edge 36 M48 FO #37  Good
of town
MF 39 1633-1635 (12.3 - 14.9) Infartry in town 3L ML8 FO #37 Excellent
ME 55 1635-1637 (12.5 = 14.5) Infantry in town 34 ML8 FO #37 Maximum effect
" Barrage EW 0420-0430 (12,4 - 15.5) 52 M48 In 0 51 Good
(13,0 - 15,6)
NG 10 Series 0430 (13.0 - 15.7) 32 M48 In 0 51 Effective
(13.6 - 16.4)
NG 10 Series 0455 (13.6 ~ 16.4) 32 M48 In O 51 Unobserved
Barrage EW 0500 (12.4 - 15.5)
(13.0 - 15,6) 22 ML8 In 0 51 Unobserved
NG 10 Series 0530-0600 (13.0 - 15.7) 63 M48 In 0 51 Unobserved
and (13.6 - 16.4)
Barrage EW (12.4 ~ 15.5)
(13 OO - 15 ,6)



APPENDIX IV
Figure 2

12th armored Division artillery
REPORT OF MISSIONS FIRED

091800 Jan 45

Missions 493 52&

air OP 1l
Harassing:
Observed 0 32
Unobserved 0
Personnel:
Observed
Unobserved
Vehicles:
Observed
Unobserved
Tanks:
Observed
Unobserved
Mortars & Machine Guns:
Observed 0
Unobserved 0
Registration:
Observed
Unobserved
Counterbattery:
Observed
Unobserved
Miscellaneous:
Observed
Unobserved
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