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COMBAT HISTORY OF THE~
_ 14th ARMORED (LIBERATOR) DIVISION

WA Y V1 Saeddned

The 14th Armored Division was activated at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, on 15
November 1942, under the command of Maj. Gen. Vernon E. Prichard. It trained
intensively at that post, participated in the Tennessee maneuvers of 1943-44,
and moved to Camp Campbell, Ky. It left there in October 1944, crossed the
Atlantic, and landed at Marseilles, France, 29 October 1944, the first division
to debark at that port.

The division, now under the command of Maj. Gen. Albert C. Smith, en-
gaged the enemy in the Maritime Alps, where:it initiated its distinguished com-
bat career. The first major task of the division was a drive through the Vosges
Mountains, considered one of the most difficult enterprises facing a modern
army, and never before attempted. The 14th breached the Vosges defenses,
through mountain passes and over tortuous roads, in deadly fighting, and
poured onto the Alsatian Plain, fought through the Maginot Line, took Ha-
guenau, Wissembourg, and knifed into Germany.

The von Rundstedt winter offensive dragged the 14th into defensive action.
It first battled crack Nazi troops in the Bitche salient, where it engaged six
German divisions, thwarting the Nazi attempt to overrun Alsace and recapture
Strasbourg. For nine days they slugged it out with one panzer and two panzer
grenadier divisions, at Hatten-and Rittershofen, in bitter, agonizing and mortal
combat. General Jacob L. Devers, commanding the Sixth. Army Group, called
this action “the greatest defensive action of t]qe war.”

Early in 1945, the 14th joined the of'feng.,iv"q to clear the Saar-Palatinate aréaf‘; &

and cracked the vaunted Siegfried Line<in two places, driving to the Rhine t
River at Germersheim, and entering a period of pursuing fleeing Nazi troops.
The division crossed the Rhine at Worms, 1 April 1945.

In the final phase, the divjsic;n took Lohr, Gemunden, Bad Bruckenau and
Neustadt. With the 12th Armored,"it clamped a pincers on Schweinfurt, ball-
bearing center.

Swinging south, the 14th outflanked Bayreuth and Nurnberg. Hammelburg,
prison of thousands of Allied officers, fell at once.

In the last long dash of the war, the 14th crossed the Danube at Ingol-
stadt and pushed to the iIsar River, where it liberated more that 110,000 Allied
prisoners at Moosburg, largest Nazi prison camp. Last act of the dashing 14th
was to seize a bridge intact on the Inn.

The 14th Armored Division captured more than 50,000 German prisoners,

liberated 200,000 Allied. prisoners, hence its name Liberators, and captured and
destroyed in excess of 500 enemy tanks, along with mountains of enemy ma-
teriel. On one 500-mile drive across the battle area, the 14th liberated 1,000
enemy-held towns, villages and cities.

After fighting through France, Germany and knifing into Austria, the division
performed occupation duty, in Bavaria, from VE Day until September 1945,
when it returned to the United States. It was officially inactivated at Camp
Patrick Henry, Virginia, on 23 September 1945.
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Message from the President of the
14th Armored Division Association

Welcome to Fort Smith and the sixth annual reunion of the
association.

Those of you who are attending for the first time have a rare
opportunity to renew friendships of 25 years ago.

A warm feeling of camaraderie has grown up among those of
us who have regularly attended the earlier meetings regardless of
the unit to which we belonged. We hope you will have the same
experience.

The strength of the association is in you — its members. We
expect a record attendance here and hope it will continue to
grow at future reunions.

Ron Grays, our immediate past president, has been at work for
more than a year on plans for the St. Paul meeting next year and
it should be an excellent program.

Why not plan to attend now —and bring a former division
member with you?

Best wishes to each of you.

Don Allen

National President g
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ours was one of the fme armore dlwsxohs frgrﬁ the days of
its inception and throughout its operation in World War Il to the
time of its demobilization.

The 14th Armored Division has an enviable record from the
time during which it was preparing itself for the field of battle on
through its accomplishments during what was probably the heav-
iest fighting of the war — which forced the crossing of the Rhine
and the advance into Germany.

You met adversity and success alike, and were always the best
when the going was toughest. Today, after some twenty years,
you are again assembling because of your great loyalty to your
country and to each other. This is what makes this country
great —and in these trying times | am sure that the great leader-
ship you showed in the War is being used wisely in your various
communities to the betterment of those communities and thus to
the betterment of the nation as a whole.

With warm personal regards and every wish for the continuing
success of each of you.

N e [V, S[_ / \) 1 _Jacob L. Devers

N> VA 0L }“k" vl /, General, USA-Ret.

Commanding General Slxth Army Group, ETO
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“BEST WISHES”

_MORRIS WAX
.25"' Tank Battalion

- =0 -

Sincere_§t Greetings to all Mé?hbers of the
14th Armored Division Association

<

! : L
\LT. CO\ANDREW W.-WINIARCZYK, U.S.A.-RET.\
X\ \Honorary National President™
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MANY MORE HAPPY
REUNIONS

For the Men of g
THE 19 AIB \

-“:,I:I"IGHWAY PATROL CARS
1969 MERCURY MONTEREY CUST

Equipped with Automatic Transmission, Power Steering, :
{) Power Disc Brakes, Factory Air Conditioner, and four -

A new white side wall tires. Factory warranty available.

" Manufacturer’s Suggested List Price (New)............... $4609.01 <
OUR SALE PRICE ....................cccvviiii] L e $2100.00 iy

For further details call TOM MELOY — Phone 314-%36-4118 b\
(Former Bn. Sgt. Major 62 AIB) (

SCHANZMEYER LINCOLN-MERCURY- INC.

814 SOUTHWEST BOULEVARD
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI

: . FORREST T. GREEN '
i, < 3 . ’ \\ 1
4
% 4 7d .77:3;“»&—,,%/ {;Z :
/ ) -k
o ',! AN
. & @y g _*544%1(’, \ "
, -»" FOR SALE N )
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STEAK HOUSE

We serve only
\ U S DA CHOICE AGED STEAKS
From The Charcoal Chimney h

= STEAK & TAIL

= FRESH SHRIMP
LOBSTERS - OYSTERS

PRIVATE PARTY ACCOMMODATIONS
Open 6 P.M. Till 11 P.M. !
MONDAY thru SATURDAY

646-9064

1400 Highway 71 South
3 Blocks South of Chevyland
On The Curve

fl Fulton Street, Chester, Pa. 19013
5 R 4-7171 TR 6-8990
NS A

Fulton Beverage Co.

W&/)ﬁPLIME

JOHN F.
and
MARY ANN BRUCE

Py

“HATTEN"

A REPRODUCTION OF A BOOK-
LET by Capt. Joseph Carter, Hq.
Co., 47th Tank Bn., 14th Armored
Div., in Feb., 1945. Tells of the
action around Hatten-Rittershof-
fen-Seltz area. Where were you?
$1.00 by first-class mail. Like to
hear from old buddies.

Donald |. Beamgard
Sv. Co., 25th Tank Bn.

“

<

TPy ¥ 7 )

Atwood, Kansas 67730 © |\“ 3
g ; O ® {
\ : L
| £ : ’ /
P " | i f y v
Sl HOPE TO SEE MY BUDDIES THE CHINA AND GLASS: CO;
N AT THE 1971 CONVENTION Souvenirs—Gifts
S Greeting Cards
WA DONALD N. BASTARACH
—-.\* Alpha P. Wiggins Hazel C. Wiggins

Co..C, 62nd Armored Inf. Bn.

\ ¥
\ 4
\

" WESTFALL GMC TRUCK, INC.

-

9th and Burlington
Kansas City, Mo. 64141

&
.

5 E. G. WESTFALL
Headquarters Troop

‘ﬁ‘; 94th Cav.’ Recon. Sqdn. Mechanized
- " {1 I y ‘!“~

721 Garrison Ave. ¢ Fort Smith, Ark.
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2:00 P.M. to Bl - A

6:00 P.M.  Unit Reunion Time _ /* = "~

6:30 P.M. to S0 Uz

7:30 P.M.  Cocktail Hour'(Civic‘ Auditorium) Y
f2¢ oM[,&m At

7:30 P.M. Dlnner dIVIC Au%num) /}"[/"5""’/‘(75"

T Installation of new office
{ * S icers (7/702;»2:‘1\ (/dw'

Presentation of DlstIAgmshed Service Awards to:
Lt. Col. Andrew W. Winiarczyk, U.S.A.-Ret.
Honorary National President

\ @ Don E. Allen, National President
o A
ny %% ] i Vo ﬂ e -

O AP A SN Guest Speaker d /o

g F i
o AD, o L%

9:00 P.M. Dancingtill? 2 2

%// SUNDA uﬁ 26, 1970

L i M ua-w}"

10:00 A.M./ M ‘oma Service/ /by Division Chaplain John W.
Holllster at Fort Smith National Cemetery.

Wreath-placing by Association President Archie
Jeardo TR i

d}, /;// W7 05y CQ/wta,/ /‘Q&,
Color Guard' a

nd Firing Squad from Fort Chaffee

So Loz;‘— Au Revoir= Auf Wiederseh

~See you in St. Paul

: NEXTRI}EUNIQN:

£ . = Ry 4
- {t"-’f,',’" ":'cﬁ,\ - A LY 2ot Yy

MINNESOTA JULY 1971

ST. PAUL HILTON,
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LOUIS T. GABRIEL, M.D.
125 West Frack Street
Frackville, Pa. 17931

Hg! CCA

_ Lt. Col. Louis H. Schinfeld
C.0., 84th Armored Med. Bn.
b M. D.
30 Gold Farm Road
Wyncote, Pa, 19095

- Obstetrician-Gynecologist

Hope to hear from my former
officers and men.

Sincerely, LHH

Westbury, ‘New York
500 A.F.A. Bn.

Highest Regards
to 94th Recon
COMPTON & SON, INC.
TIPTON, INDIANA

W4

GREETINGS
to
ALL OYR COMRADES

from
Battery A, 499th Veterans Ass’n
ROGER E. YANT, Captain
Higland, Indiana
JAMES C. HARPEL, 1st. Lt.

Clarksville, Tennessee

ROSCOE CORLEY, 1st Sgt.

Floyds nobs, Indiana

7th REUNION — AUGUST 1971
Peter P. Banck, Chairman, Adrian, Minn., 56110

COL. & MRS. DALE V. SWANSON
19730 Heather Lane
Craig Highlands
Noblesville, Indiana 46060

Div. Trains, 14th Armored Div.
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In memory of those members of the
499th AFA Bn. who gave their lives so
that we may live in a Free America:

JOHN L. ENSMINGER, Pfc.
WILLIAM G. KARPARIS, Pvt.
JOHN L. LAYTON, Pfc.
LEONARD J, MORIO, Put.
CHARLES W. McDEVETT, 2nd Lt.
ROBERT L. PALECEK, 2nd Lt.
LORENE. SMITH, Tec 5

SERVICE BATTERY
499th AFA BN.

THE BRAVE, COURAGEOUS MEN IN
THIS ORGANIZATION WILL ALWAYS
BE REMEMBERED. THEIR ABILITY,
ENTHUSIASM, COURTESY, INGENUITY,
LOYALTY AND FAITH WERE COM-
MENDABLE. A

Peter H. Armagost (Lt.)
Ray H. Young (Capt.)
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We . SCF Lt I e L \E\/}
J LT ) <~ PATRONS W< X ——
}\‘ "7 RUSSELL BARTON =
: Headquarters Co., 125th Armored Engineer Battalion™ .

Co. B, 62nd Armored Infartry ,ﬁattalion

: D LARRY BLOM '+
“_Co. C, 136th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion

S SANTO CASTILLI

S0 Co. B, 48th Tank Battal/on/\_,

. CHAPLAIN PAUL GEBAUER /5 (
Headquarters CCB =

.

LELAND J. GRITZNER 3
- Speciaf*ﬁe'réftes Office, Headquarters 14th Armored Division
: Y ARTHUR W. GUSTUS
Service Co., 68th Armored Infantry Battalion

™™ JOHN C. HAASE 7771 |
MP Platoon, 14th Armored DlVlSlon.

§ : '\\ Service Co., 47th Tank Battalion
L%
O
N
W

' =7 COL. SIDNEY HACK e

o < = Co. C, 47th Tank Battalion \

BN L JeaN O HAR R
Headquarters Co., 14th Arm Division ) {3

. KENNETH M. HAZELT
Medica}/ Detachment, 68th Armored |

' N " WARREN C. JAEKS > ~ N
N _ ttery A 500th Armored Field Artll Battalion Q\ \o»
(™K = ARCHIE JEARDOE C})\ I

\ 5 \\? =3
tteryB 500th Armored Field attalion o N
— § 423 E. 9th Street, Concordi s8s N I
\”‘33;\ f"-“ RAYMOND KANIOS . dX\
¢ § ; Co. B, 48th Tank Ba 3&\) Z)
VA PAUL D. KEIM 5.9
Pampa, Texas i
\Qj \ >~ LT. HILLIARD F. KIRBY N\
—~ Co C, 25th Tank Batta/%é,_\\
. EDWIN J. LEVY N

Medical Detachment 501st Armored Field Artillery Battalion

R

EDWARD.BIELA =

g-@\
ey " RON C. GRAYS B, \\\“ \
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Lt. Col. Andrew W. Winiarczyk, U.S.A.-Ret., Honorary Na-
tional President, and Dennis C. White, National President of the
14th Armored Division Association, sign a’resolution in support
of the United States policy in Vietnam, jn 1966, before transmit-
ting it to the White House.

This photo is reproduced as a historical document. Accord-
ing to authorities at the Independence Hall shrine, this was only
the third time within the past 100 years that a document was
» .signed in front of the Liberty Bell. It is in this context of history
[ thatit'is shown:
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A Message From M. Maurice Cuttoli, &
Prefect of Alsace and The Bas-Rhin |V
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Colonel Winiarczyk, U

I am happy to address you in this letter for your comrades, a message re-
calling the great part your unit played in the liberation of Alsace in 1944-45.

I send my best wishes for the success of your reunion of the 14th Armored
Division, and please receive, Colonel, the expression of my distinguished
regards.

| take the opportunity on the special occasion of the reunion of the 14th
Armored Division to warmly thank them, so many years after that memorable
epic, for the decisive aid they furnished in 1944-45 to expel the invader, liber-
ate the Alsatian land and restore liberty to a province which knew during 52
months untold privation and painful bruises.

The memorable heroism of the American Gls who fought and spilled their
blood alongside Allied soldiers remains deeply impressed in our hearts. We
recall with emotion their obstinacy and fury while joined with the troops of
(Gen. Tassigny) Delattre as they plunged into Germany.

Thanks to the valiant 14th Armored Division, a defense was established on
the Lauter in the spring of 1945. It facilitated the entry of French troops into
the Palatinate, then the crossing of the Rhine. Your division shattered the ob-
stacle which then constituted the Siegfried Line, the last rampart of Nazism.
This effort is inscribed in gold letters in our annals—the 48 hours of firing
which the 14th Armored Division directed against German lines, demolishing
the fortifications, opening a break in this line — reputed impregnable —and as-
suring the successful progress of mobile units charged with clearing enemy
territory.

The generosity and courage of the American soldiers who came from be-
yond the seas, crossed the Atlantic and the whole of France in order to drive
back the invader, repelling him in his last entrenchments, remain here a priv-
ileged subject of reflection and gratitude.

These events have impressed upon the French and the people of Alsace
because they remain present in every memory — the respect and admiration.
This recollection of glorious deeds authorizes me to address you on the occa-
sion of your annual reunion my sincere wishes that your meeting will once
again and remain in the future that of renewed friendship, cemented by the
heroism and solidarity of men who from one side and the other of the Atlantic
who have fought\fogether and often died for liberty.
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HAMMELBURG

The 14th Armored Division has a warm spot in my heart and the memories
of your penetration into our Hammelburg prison camp are once again vividly
recalled.

The armored officers throughout the United States Army join me in wish-
ing you a successful and an enjoyable reunion and hope there will be many
others in the future. General John K. Waters U.S.A.-Ret.

(Gen. Waters was General George L. Patton’s son-in-law, and was held a
prisoner at Hammelburg.)

MOOSBURG

As | recall, we were liberated on April 29, 1945. | remember hearing ar-
tillery shells going over the camp as the Germans were making a stand on the
opposite side of a small river. The artillery became louder, and then we heard
the rumble of tanks. | looked out the barracks and saw the Luftwaffe guards
forming in column of two, taking off their helmets and throwing their guns
over the fence. Then | went outside and looked toward the town of Moosburg,
and saw the Stars and Stripes for the first time in 11 months and 16 days — it
really made tears of joy come to my eyes.

| informed my buddy from Tulsa and we went outside, and it was bedlam
as everyone in the camp was out, shouting, screaming, crying and really whoop-
ing it up. The armored guys set up a shower wagon for us and gave us soap —
white field bread, which by the way tasted like angel food cake to us—and
of course C rations.

Some time later, General Patton came into the camp with his six-shooters
on his hips.

| have two sons, officers, in the service of our beloved country, and an-
other in college ROTC, and | am proud of all of them.

There are really no words to express my feelings at this time. | was liber-
ated by the LIBERATORS, but right now, THANK YOU, LIBERATORS, for get-
ting me home to produce more AMERICANS WHO ARE PROUD OF THEIR
COUNTRY. Best of luck at your reunion. William Harry Churchill

Captain, U.S.A.F.-Ret.

(Capt. Churchill was one of more than 200,000 Allied prisoners of war lib-
erated by the 14th Armored Division. He also designed the 14th Armored Di-
vision Booster Award.)
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...AMISSION ... ATASK...APRAYER ...
The road of memories and a trip through nostalgia is re-
flected on this page, when the 14th Armored Division, in all its
R fury, knifed through enemy territory and restored freedom,
v_.; NP liberty and justice to oppressed peoples. S
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' PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND

TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH ITSTANDS.
ONE NATION UNDER GOD, INDIVISIBLE,
WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.




