| Combat Command “A” History, November 1944-
| March 1945
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WW W RECORDS DIV, Bi¥er )

On the firgt of Eov 19&&, COA was bivouasked in the vicinity of Septemes
Franse, The period 1 Nov to 6 Nov was spent preparing for movement to the
- north into the gonbat area, Bupply ghortages were gorrected as much e possible
along with meintenange of equipment and training of wnits, on the Sth of Nev
the advande party Laft for the north to prepare for the arrival of the troops,
On Tuesdsy, 7 Wov the first troops and track vehicles left Sa;:;temﬁajﬁ;y radl - -
boxcers and flatears ) with destination Ghatel, France, The first wheeled
Yehicle edlum departed Septenes by road on 8 Nov bk, end arrived %0 Nov as
did the first traine of troops and tanke -
G0 ¢loged vieinity Le Verrerie De Fortisux on 14 Nev 194k, The period
10 Nov to 19 Nov was Epent bivouscked 4n the Vicinity La Verrerde De Portieux

pPreparing men and equipment for combat, Tactical studies were made of the
£ighting ability of tanks in the area that the somsand was destined for flghte

gy Golumn formations were formed for the purpese of meeting the problem of
tanks being confined to the roads, S e E

aregs,
At 211400 Operations Memorandum No 12 BqVI Gorpe was received changing ;
the mission of GOA to 2 march northwest from RAMBERVILLERS thry BAGGARAT. S
BLAMONT and GIREY to attack southesst to selge SCHIRMECK end block enemy -
foraes withdrawing to the northeast, At 1900 the golumn having completely A
reversed and reformed, began the mareh ordered, The golumn halted on gide
roads vie BLAMONT between 2300 ahd 0630 oy which time it resuned the march, \
AL 220830 the first enemy contact was made by the point of the 62 a1B = __ ;

leading the Goa eolumn, After renoving one road block the 62 wap halted by
another defended road bloek located at VECO99%, dneny resistonce was stubborn;
- Bmall srms, machine gun and mortap fire held.up our advance, About 1400 the
,+n b8 Tk Bn on €04 order sent & strong reconneissande element down the - e

. Ab a;}?mﬁma%iy 1900 message was reseived iﬁé:iéating transfer of QOA
from VI Corps to XV Gorps as of 1/,00,

On the morning ef 26 Nov, 62 continued the atback up the BLANQGWRUPT
VALLEY and the L8 attacked up the 8T QUIRIN valley, Both meeting defended
ro g E ockss At the end 6f the day; our most advanced elements were at
Vf_j’g UG, On 2l Nov both eclumns Succesded in breakin thru resistance ang
reaching a road Junotion VE8091L nesy LE DONON, The I8 having reached the
read jot first tontinued the attack down the voad toward SCHIRMECK and was
halted in the 1ate afternoon by & large road erater &t V582889,

By the aex%énemiag the road crater hagd been filled and the L8 sontinved
its atiack, XV Gorps order of ths previous evening had changed the (04




This objective wes reached by the LB at 1430 after several heavy five 'fights
niear ORANDFONTAINE. Contecht was then made with units of VI Oorps end by Tth

' Army order GGA &t that time was attashed for operations to VI Gorps,

' The eommend remained on the SCHIRMECK - ST QUIRIN rosd until the morning
27 Novenber gt which time it marched by two columns to the Velley of the RHINE

and turned soubth thyu OBERNAI with the mission of seizing and holding:the line
- BESTEIN ~ BENFELD - SELESTAT, First contact wes made st & defended vosd blodk
“at the OR northeast of GUXWILLER V818l. The west column, 25 tk Bn pushed thru
“$his rosd block and moved south thru moderste resistence to GERTWILLER VBOT79
where it was #top.sd by & blown bridge. The L8 Tk Bn psssed Jjust esst of

GOXWILLER end turned to the southeast towards VALFF after a etiff fight en

‘the west edge of VALFF, the L8 gus}ae}é thru, but was stopped by & blown bridge

on the sasborn edge of VALFF. The 62 which hed been in reserve had mesnwhile
been pent thru BISCHOFFSHEIN - KRAUTERGETSCHEIM and HINDISHEIM to attack south
down the ERSTEIN ~ BENFELD - SELESTAT rosd. Shortly after dark, head ef this
solumn reached & point just northeast of BENFELD and met extremely heavy
registance, The enemy attacked with small arms, sutomatic weapons, moriars,
antitank gung and artillery. The 62 was foreced to withdraw, The §§ had

‘meenwhile found a bypass sround the blown bridge at GERTWILLER and attempted

o ¢rosse Heavy antitank and machine gun fire prevented the successful cross«

4ng &nd the 25 withdrew just to the north sdge of town and outposted for the

nighte LB meanwhile had reformed its column and moved so that its head was
st MEISTRATZHEIM, VI Oorps order restricted our smone for the next days
attack ko the OBERNAL » SELESTAT Highway snd routes weel thereof, :

" On 28 Nov the 25 continued its attack en GERTWILLER meeting very heavy
resigtance and being uneble to push thru, The L8 ettacked thru HERLIGENSTELN -
and inte BARR where it mel extremely heavy antitenk fire which inflicted '

meny sasusliies and foreed the withdrawsl of the Bn.

" On 29 Nov, 62, which had reverted to reserve on the previous day moved
around to.the east of the 25 thru BOURGHEIM and ZELLWILLER to & position just

porth of 8T PIERKE where it wes halted by & blown bridge heavily defended,

46 moved thra BARR to BICHHOFFEN where it wae helted by & biown bridge, On
30 Nov bridges were constructed at 87 PIBREE end AUDLAU, the latbter in the
face of heavy fire, and both golumme eontimued the attack to the gouth. At the

end ‘of the day the 62 hed cleared the west edge of EPERBHEIM and the L8

had turned east thyu BGHERWILLER and halbted on §04 order epproximately one
mile saet of that ftown. ' : : R , S
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TROOP LIST

25th Tk Bne 1lhth AD
LBth Tk Bn, 1lth AD
62nd Armd Inf Bn. llth AD
55046}1 Armd F, Arty Bne. 1hth AD
B $rp, 9hth Ren, Sqd. Mech, 1lith AD
Goe G4 136th Ord., Maint, Bn. 1lth AD
Dets UP Platoon, 1lth AD
Det, 15hth $ignal CGe, 1lth AD
A & B Btry, 396th 444
- 69th Armd F, Arty Bn, Atehd 270100 Hov 194k

CASUALTIES

Killed 7 Off, 37 BM
Wounded I, 0£f, 119 EM
Missing & Off, £3 EM
NBG 1 0£f, 36 B
Repl Becd O Off 26 Bl
Azis Pris 116

ROSTER OF KEY PERSONNEL

C.H, KARLSTAD, Gol,, Inf. 0BLO9 Comdg, Off,

JOHN G, MONTGOMERY,, Maj, Inf, 0381617 Exec, Off

HUUBERT F, BIASELLA, Maj, Inf. 0336886 8~i

GABRIEL, LOUIS T, Jr.Maj, MG 0388162 Med ©

DANISL R GEUTRY Gapte F.A, 0116561) =3

DE WITT G. ARMSTRONG,3131, Capt., Inf. 0285Li1 §-2

CHARLES M, PAULUS, lst L., Inf, OLOLL668 Comm. O.

BOBUKT B, FULTOW, 111, lst Lt., Inf, 051,661 In. O, )
DONALD R Mo VEIGH, let Lb., InfOL016105, Asst. S-li, olaims & Real bstate O.
WILLIAM J, HODGHS, 2nd Lt., Inf, 0528103, Actg. Se1 !
MADISON V. BCOTT, 2nd Lb,, F.h. 05132528, Asst Comm O

ROY L, CHEWS, lsb Lb, 0556488, Cheplain

JOHN P, STANTON, ist Lb, ' 055708,  Chaplein

JOHN A, S’Eﬂlﬁ; izt L’%an; Kz&i‘; 61613555?93 E’k-l? Go, Comdr,

UNIT COMMANDERS

ERWEST C, WATSON, Maj, 0249093, 25th Tk Bn,
JAMES H, MEYERS, Lbe Col,, Inf, 62nd AIB

B.H, FERRIS, Lt. Cols 48th Tk Bn,
D.V,8WANSON, L. Gol, 500th AFA
FREDERICK, J. SCHWIND, 1st Lt.  A-8)

JOHN &, &%Tiﬁé ist Lt. 3”924
FRAVKLIN R, WALLACE,Jr, Capt, G125

JANES K, TYRELL, lebt Lt, 0136
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