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Qe Sourcc @

Section

3II.

Scmmary of Action.for Week ending 1 February 1945 (SECRET).
AL Section, Headquarters Twelfth army Group.

Confirmed
No of No of Claims Claing
Raids Plones Cat I Cat II Cat I Cat I
First Arny
250620 Jan - 010600 Fed 1 1
Previons Totals 1,730 4,233
Cumilative Totals 1,731 4,234 5895 311
Third Army
250600 Jzn ~ 010600 Feb 1 i
Previcus Totals {Corrected) 2,362 5,291
Cumulative Totals 2,363 5,292 420 132
Hinth Jrny
250500 Jan ~ 010600 Fed 8 8
Previcus Totals 840 1,511
Cunulative Totals 848 1,519 139 120
Tobzls Nfof Week 10. 10 0 0
ngglhzgydkéotglg, Tyel ;g,. 4,942 11,045 1,1485 563
Lricy_Group }, - .
Note; First Aviige tdtaié; rom D-Day, Third Army totals from

1 August: ‘19&4

lxnthﬂtrw totcls from 5 September 1944,




b Sourcet  Headquarters, Seventh B4

o) ned -
ng
Cat II

Raids
250600 Jan to 016559 Feb 2 1 3
Previous Totals 243 58 . 48
Cuwlative Total 245 59 Bl
C.  Source!  Headquarters, IX Air Defense Command,
(1)  Action against neny Aireraft
Unit Nunber & Type Area of Attack Claims
aireraft Cat I Cat II
3lst AAA Brigade 1 Unknown Marseille 0 0
167th & 112th AAA Gun Bn
50th Ald Brigade 1 Unknown Camp Brasschaet _0O_ 0o
136th 4 Gun Bn
TOTALS FOR WaEK 0 0
(o) Action agninst Pilotless aireraft in Antwerp Area, Confirmed
Uit Date Yumber Targets Number  Average Claims
plotted both of speed Cat &4 Cat B
within & out of targets in
renge of AAA encaced MPH
50th & 56th Jal )
AAA Brigades 2526 T34 23 353 3 6
2627 19 16 370 4 7
27-28 45 33 350 7 8
28-29 35 17 350 0 5
2930 50 24 350 4 13
30~-31 45 21 30 3 12
3l-Teb 1 92 33 350 9 12
TOT.ALS FOR WEEK 320 187 30 63
PREVIOUS TOTaALS 1569 1223 148 621
TOTAL S F¥ROM BAEGINUING OF
_ 02TR.IONS TO DaTE 1889 1390 178 684

2e Subject:  Resume of wgtivity for period 25 January to 1 February 1945

Source : A4 Sectl n,“H%daﬂuarygrs Twelfth army Group,  (SECRET)

B o ‘% q

Qe The scale of eneny offoxt over our ‘area gb ‘
toen eneny alrcraft are report“& dﬁr:nt the week R
appeorance of the eneny aireraft wes cﬂflfhly forﬂ aissance purposes,
only one lone attack is reported and that by a %?1 ane strafing near
Weisweiler, The enemy showod his concern regardlng our interest in the
Cologne arca because eight of ten aircraft onecrated over Ninth Army area
fronting on the criticel zone, One plane was over First Army aroc cast of
Licges one plane was over Third Arny arca vicinity Bastoyne. The week's:
activity supporte the belief that the enemy must consgqye s$rlctly in fucl
and equipment on this Front %n4le diverting all possible resources to the
throat ot the Zastorn Fronti © sah units werc able fo engédcde fleeting targets

only bricfly and no clains » m

to decrease as only
OGOO February, The
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be With one exception, all e B ccurred du@%ng hours of darkness
at vorying times from 1925 until 0520 hours The one strafing attack was
carried out at 0209 hours, The one daylight sortie was at 1643 hours in the
vicinity of EZschweiler, This aircraft immediately took cover hebind clouds
when cngaged by Aa4 fire,

Ce 'Six aircraft were recognized as follows: four Ju 88's, and onc cach
FW 190 ond Me 410, A jet-propelled plane was sighted, type not specified,

d, All aircraft operated singly, Heights reported vary from strafing
levels up to one plane at 15,000 feet over Maastricht IAZ, Low cloud ceil-
ings enabled the eneny to take advantage of cloud cover,

Oe The defensive attitude adopted by the enemy on this Front is reflected by
the conscrvative acfion of the enemy air force, Aside from the effort to
provide alr reconnaissance, the enemy air force may be expected to turn its
main attention to the Eastorn Front and await devclopments on this Front,

3e Do Jubject: Resume of Activity for period 18 January -~ 25 January
: 1945 (SECRET).
Source ¢  AA Section, Headquarters, Seventh US Army.

Enemy air effort was again held to a minirum of activity on Seventh
Arny Front largely due to the weather, From the mumber of gorties which
operated during periods of only fair visibility, it would seem that the enemy
intended to participate at least as strongly as during December when some
300 sortics were flown against Seventh Army, Again as last week approximate-
ly half of the aircraft identified were ME 262's with MZ 109's accorpanying
thenn on many nissions presunably to engage in diversionary attacks, The
eneny also used P-47's, this time in an area in XV Corps which had been rela-
tively quiet for the previous two weeks, These alrcraft strafed only,
causing some casualties, Noses and tails were palnted red, and black crosses

wel'e scen on the wings,

be Bubject: Resume of Activity for period 6 January - 26 January 1945
- on VI Corps Front (SECRET))
Sourcc ¢  35th AAA Brigade, Seventh US Army,

(1) The nmost noticeable occurrence during the period under review was the
froguent employment by the enemy of Jet-FPropelled aircraft, Out of the 35
alerts whore AA engaged, Jet-Propelled plenes were used in 23, To further
show the use of this Jet~Propelled Me~262 A/C by the enemy a total of 124
planes were enzaged of which 70 were "Jetsy" however, eight "Jets" were the
rnost in any flight, Apother notable incident was the appearance for the
first time in this gector of an, Me~163 heretcfore, all "Jets" had been

identified as Me~262's, i
(2) Tactics used by the Jet—Prop edﬁaircraft were a noiseless glide in to

target, On engagement they climbed:alp




(8) Thrce Jet-Propelled M eriod and three
werc prohably destroyed, Offf 4 at 11424, and
on Jonuaory 23 at 15154 tho 40EM €A B n (SP) ond the
572nd AAA AW Bn (SP), respectively, shot down an Me~262 and all were witnesse
by individuals and forword observers to crash over front lines in encny,
torritory,
(4) Due to the numerous engngements, an individual synopsis of each raid
would Dbe impracticable, however, listed below are the actions with date and
tine wiiore results were obtained and indications of units attainins results:
(a) 101554A: 1 probably destroyed (1 Cat II) - credited to 398th Aid
AW Bn (SP), L )
(b) 131L6094: 1 destroyed (1 Cat I) - credited to 463rd AsA AW Bn,
(e) 141142a: 1 destroyed (1 Cot I) - credited to 398th AAA AW Bn (SP)
1 probably destroyed (1 Cnt II) - credited to 43lst AAA
AW Bn, ' '
() = 2BL143A: 1 probably destroyed (L Cat II) - credited to 398th AMA
AW 3n (SP)
- , 1 probably destroyed (1 Cat II) - credited to 572nd AAA
AW Bn (SP) :
. (e)  231424At 1 probably destroyed (1 Cat II) - credit shared by 572nd
AAA AW Bn (SP) and 398th A4A AW Bn (SP)
(f) 231615A¢ 1 destroyed (1 Cat I) - credited to 572nd AAA AW Bn (SP)

II, OPERATIONS,

4, Subject: action of the 217th AAA Gun 3n (M) at Bastogne (SmC'iET)
Source ¢!  AA Ssction, Zeadquarters, Twelfth Army Group,

a. At 0030 hours on the morning of 40 .Dec 1944, the 217th AAA Gun Dn (M),
then providing AsA deferse for Toul, Fronce, under the command of Lt Col C,
H, Armstrong, received orders to proceed to Arlph, Belgium, on an undisclosed
nlssion, The batta on comnander, together with his four battery comnanders
immediantely proceeded to Arlqn. Upon arrival, the battalion commander was
givon the nission of prov1d1ng théi defense of Bastogne, At this time
the 10lst Airborne DTVESL@Q in Bwstogne Wa5¢dog,edly defending the city
-aidainst determined encmy attﬁﬂks.ﬁ ”The 1tuwtﬁqh ground 3astogne was yery

fluid, and of the three possible routes: leadimr‘int“thp town the battalion
COris mder culd not be told which one his bntfil;dh»could use, t Col

‘Arngtrong left instructions nt Arlon for the nattwlion, and nrocoeded with
hig four battery comnmanders and battalion S-3, to Bastogne to make a recon-

nalssonce for positions,

‘D, The road narch from Toul to Bnstogne via Neufchatesu (the route the bat-
talion was directed to follow) was over one hundred and fifty-five miles of
icomcoveored roads, +he battalion left Toul at 0930 hours on the morning of
the 30th Decy the first battery arrived in 3astogne at 2200 hours and the
last battery arrived at 030 hours on the porning of 31 Dec, In addition to
the hazard of the ice-lnden roads, the battalion was forced to cover a large
portion of the distance in strict blackout, and the route of npproach at
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one point near Bastogne was less thar 1500 yards from the nearest Gernan posi-
tions, (See Figure 1), The battalion arrived in Bastogne in exccllont
condition, tho only mishaps being the taaporary loss of two M—i tractors and
one 20 mn gun due to the iecy rqads This equipment was recovered in good
shape the following day, Thf%@v RIS e roady for action at 2400 hours
cn the night 30 Dec and the fourth battery at ©200 hours, 31 Dec,

c. The 32nd AAA Group € the III Corps procured two bull-dozors for use by
the battrlion in digging in their equipment, and the balance of the night was
spent preparing positions, The battalion was enthusiastically grected by the
101st Airborne Divisicn which had been aubjectéd to dameging nightly attacks
by the Gorman Air Force,

d. Bastogno was still an unrestricted area on the night of 31 Dec, though
-enerly alrcraft were quite active, Friendly plenes were in the area, but a
muiber of flights not showing IFF indicated hostiloe activity, However, only
one hostile act was comnitted, Battery A wns tracking an incoming formntion
dropping window and showing no IFF, Permission to fire was requested, but
not gronted becruse of friendly flights in the nrea. Shortly after permissio:
to fire was refused, a bonmd, believed to e a 200 pounder, fell near thc bat-
tery aorea, Jjarring the radnr off target, and thereby preventing engagcrnent,

Oy The night of 1~2 Jan sow intense enemy aerial activity and resulted in
heavy losses 30 the GaF, Fortunately, the nrea had bheen declared an IAZ ywhicl
pernitted complete freedon of action by the AAA battalion, Hostile raids
began -at 1844 hours and lasted until 0145 hours the next morning, The planes
cane in at an average altitude of 1500 yards, but some were engaged as low

as 300 yards, There were fifty-one separnte engngements by the 90mm guns
during this period, and twelve eneny plenes were definitely destroyed, At
0817 houws the next morning, .50 caliber machine guns of the battalion en-
gased six nore hostile planes, of which two were definitely destroyed,  Durin;
the period 1844 to 0817 hours a toteal of fifty-seven eneny aircraft were en-
gaged, of which fourteen were definitely destroyed, 800 rounds of 90rm ammuni-
tion M43A3, and 32 rounds of POZIT ammnition was expended by the 90mnm guns,
The .50 caliber machine guns expended 450 rounds -of anmunition in knocking
down their two planes, The 90mm engagements were not favorable for the use

of POZIT amrmunition becausec of the extremely low angle of approach,

f. . During the action two gun sites wets strafed and hit by AP bombs, but
suffored no damage.or casualties, . In one battery the M-7 director went out
of action ond was replaced by the battalion spare M-7. The replacement was
completed at 0029 hours and at 0030 hours the battery was engaging ancther
Gernan plane, [Two separate ammunition convoys were dispatched for additional
armnition, The radars of the battalion performed exceptionally well and
werc able to make pick ups at 300 yards altitude with no difficulty. Through~
out the action the AAA batteries were.under intense German artillery fire,
Wire communication was impossible to maintain becouse of the hostile shell
fire, ‘but commnicotion with the‘batteriQS'w@s;ygigtained with the SCR=543,
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g Mter this single night's actibn; not another German plane appecared over
the tewn of Dastogne, The Iuftwaffe had evidently decided against any nore
efforts that would extract such a toll of attrition,

h, Although the night of 1-2 Jan saw the end of hostile aerial activity, 1t
narked the beginning of a period of intense shelling of the town by the Germans,
From the 2nd to 15th Jan the battalion was subjccted to scvere eneny fire,

The battalion headquarters and batteries A and B were forced 'to move to alter-
nate positions because of the hostile artillery fire, Maintenance of wire
commnication was impossible, One shell demolished the building housing the
headquarters battery personnel but no casualties were suffered-as all personnel
were away from the building at the time, Another shell landed on a nachine
gun positicn, and completely destroyed the gun, One crew nenber was evacuated
and the other slightly wounded, A 155mn FA battery set up near one of the

AAA Daotteries and began to draw considerable counter-battery fire, a goodly
portion of which landed in the Adi battery's narea, One shell scored a direct
hit on an SCR-584, completely destroying it, Thrce men were inside the radar
at the tiney one wns wounded, the other two escaped unhurt, Dato transmissior
cables recelved extensive damnge,

i, The following casualties were the final result of the German artillery
fires : )

1 Battery Commander, 1 Worrsnt Officer and 5 M werc evacuated, (The :
battery commander has since recturned,)

A number of personnel suffered nminor shell fragment wounds that were
treated by the battalion surgeon,

Je  The 217th AAA Gun 3n (M) performed its mission of providing AAA defense
of Bastogne in a highly creditable nanner, Their feat in noving up and oc-
cupying positions under the nost adverse conditions, discouraging the Iuft-
waffe from further activity after a single night's action, and nafntaining a -
readiness to fire while under sever shelling, reflect the highest state of
training and norale,

k, As aresult of the experience gained in the abové related actions, ‘Lt Col
Arnstrong presents the following conclusions and recormendationss

(1) Access to a bull-dozer is essential for a gun battalion emplacing

under shell fire,

(2) It is imperative %r%"m 1%@ wh@‘n Y‘fmvii’lg,’3 %G ey area to locote the
nearest amrmunition suppf x’p01nt and tg‘ﬁk; {j’tuaﬁ the ﬁype of ammnition de-
sired is on hand, L mw“&,m &ﬂ o b

'(3) Application of basic training Drlnclples was the greatest contribution
toward the successful accomplishment of the migsion,

—v60—
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5. . Subject: Aotion of the 462nd AAA AW Bn (M) with the 5nd” Infantry
Division (SECRET)
Bource § AA Section, Hendquarters Twelfth Army Group,

2. At the time that the German counteroffensive took place in December, the
and Infantry.Division found i tself in the path of a Gernan attempt to break-
through. to Licge, Although this attempt gained some success initially, it
was blunted, and from then on the division held the northern shoulder of the
"Bulge," In this hot corner, the 462nd AAA AW Bn(M), attached to the 2nd
Division, played a noteworthy part,

b, In the early stnges of the drive, units of the 462nd participated in a
nunber of ground actions, One of the nost cutstanding of these was an en—
gagenient of enemy armor by a half-track of lattery 3,

¢, Word was received on the morning of 17 Dec 44 that there were ‘thirty
Germen tanks in 3ullingen, and the battery connander of 3 Battery was ordered
to send four M~16 half-tracks to the division CP in Wirtzfeld (sce Figure 2),
These were immediately dispatched with instructions to report to the division
TD officer, As soon as the first half-track arrived in Virtzfeld, it was
given its disposition, The TD officer explained that the Gernans were eX=
pected from three directions: east, south, and possitly west,

d. The town of Yirtzfeld is located on a high hill overlooking a valley

to the south, The holf-track wns emplaced so that it commanded a clear field
of fire for 1500 yards, The half-track commander, Corporal Taylor, soon
noticed an M~1l0 tank destroyer, emplaced some 800 yards south of his position,
firing in an easterly dirsction, He then saw a Gernan light tank about 1200
yards to the southeast firing on the M-10, Opening fire on the tank, he
observed the tracers burn into it for a few seconds and then saw it burst

into flomecs, A TD captain ran over to the half-track's —osition, took a look
at the tank through his bincculars, nnd observed: "Darm good shootinz,"

e, A short tine later, a German Mark VI tank, followed by an armored per—
sonnel carrier with 15 Nazi grenadiers approached the burning light tank,
The TD captain instructed Corporal Taylor to fire a few bursts at the Mark VI
in order %o button it up, and then engnge the personnel carrier while the
tank destroyer polished off the Mark VI, The burst from the half-track
produced a ricocheting spray of tracers from the Tiger tank, The fire of
the halfetrack was then shifted to the personnel carrier which immediately
burst into flames, While this was goinZ on, the M-10 banged six rounds
into the Mark VI Tiger Royal, destroyims it, Corporal Taylor was officially
credited with knocking out the German Iigh tank and personnel carrier, all
of the action toking place before the arri¥gl of. the other three half-tracks,
. ":J\ay‘kr y:: 4 ‘ N .
£, In the meantine, the 2nd Division fouhd g “5§§%t§'units in' 2 badly
disorganized state as a result of the breakth ggﬁNQy.g@‘mgg_grmor. By the
morning of the 18th of December, stragglers from éﬁa@ﬁz fapits had bogun to
. i . '
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stroom %o the rear The div151 cﬁ i e into two task
forces, onc of which was onmand dsu% 3 § , executive offi-
cer of the 462nd, The n : estagblish o secon~
dary line of defense for ﬁ 1back to 1f it became necessary,
With 105 personnel clerks, four half»trackq, four watercooled MG's, four
bazooka tenms, and the 23rd Infantry Anti-Tank and Cannon Companies, Major
Turncr crgnnized the defensive positions of a north~scuth ridge east of Elsen~
born (Sec Figure 2), The addition ¢ f three assault guns and three n~bile
8lrr: mortars from the 74lst Tank Battalion made the task force complcte,

e The breckthrough elements failed to penetrate towards Elsenborn furthor
north thon Wirtzfeld, and the task force's main mission became that of handling
stragglors The task force CP at the eastern edge of Elsenborn became an
information center serving as a meeting .point for the 2nd and 99th Division
~officers coordinating the flank elements of the two divisions, The task

force aided in the reorgonization of the 3rd 3attalion, 23rd Infantry, and when
. on 23 Decerher, enough elements of that Battalion had returned to take over

the sccondary line of defense, task force Turner was officially digbanded,

6, Subject:  Half-Tracks in Support of Inf,ntry. ( SECRET)
Source ¢ AA Section, Headquarters Twelfth Army Group,

a. The 390th AAs AW Bn (SP), commanded by Lt Colonel Roy 4. Tate, attached
to the 26th Infantry Division, recently conducted an interesting ground support
rission, .

b, On 2 January 1945, 2nd Platoon 3aker Battery was called upon to fire a
ground nission into a wooded arean, bounded by two roands, that contained a
strong Germon troop concenyration, The area was heavily wonded, maling it
difficult to obtainia good field of fire and necessitating the half-tracks
being placed at a very close range to the objective, A personal foot recon-
naissance wns made by the Platoon Commander, Lt HSultkrantz, who selected

the positions less than eight hundred yards from the objective. (See Fig 3)

¢, Lt zultkrantz decided to back his weapons into position and fire them one
at a tine, with ench succeeding weapon covering the firing unit, so that con-
tinuous fire could be delivered, As each weapon completed flrlng it was to
nove back out of the area, nission was fired as planned, using four half-
tracks, ~nd expending 20bog &ﬁ%ﬁ @ 5<mc r and 20 mounds of 37 mn
amrnition, L ; @, @

4

d. On the following day the Platoon wJ%éﬁéﬁ&@déupoﬁ o*ffre into the same
‘area, but 1t was decided to fire from the other road, " (See Figure 3), Again
Lt Hiltkrantz made a personal feot reconnaissance into the area and decided

to use the same tactics, The mission was fired as planned, During this
engagenent the reconneissance party and the half-tracks were fired upon by the
eneny with small arms at very close range. One cannoneer was killed by rifle
fire while servicing an }-16 during firing, Much of the Gérman small arms
fire was stopped by the half-track armor, Immediately after firing, the area

,( ] \Y» A' '-‘
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DISPOSITION OF HALF-TRACKS OF 462 AAA AW BN, (M) IN ANTI-TANK
ROLE AND DISPOSITION OF ELEMENTS COMPRISING TASK FORCE TURNER
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T FTurner (Ex Officer 462 AAA AW Bn)
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DISPOSITION OF HALF-TRACKS OF 462 AAA AW BN.(M) IN ANTI-TANK
ROLE AND DISPOSITION OF ELEMENTS COMPRISING TASK FORCE TURNER
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POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY; 2MD PLATOON B-BTRY
390 AAA AW BN. (SP) ON 2ND AND 3RD JAN. 1945,
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at the road intersection and road leading into it was placed under heavy cnemy
ner tar and artil;ery fire, The‘@a%fntrackg were evacuated, however, and dnnage
was coused by the enemy artillery, During.the action, 3990 rounds ,50 caliber
and 38 rounds 37mn were expended,

e, The infantry, after taking the position, reported that 30 Germans were.
killed ond 16 wounded. (Most ¢f the casualties believed to be the result of
3T trec bursts and the ,50 caliber fire). Twenty prisoners were also taken
in the mrea. . -

f. The following comment is made by Lt Colonel Tate as aresult of the action:
"A s tudy of the nap indicated that firing into this area could not be done f ron
a distance as it is entirely surrounded by wonds, It is notrecommended that
halfetracks should normally be used for ground missions which require toking
.vehicles into enemy held territory where no cover is available; however, in this
instance, since a foot reconnaissonce was made and there wes no indication of
eneny tanks or TD weapons present, it is felt that the firing was justified,

and the rosults satisfactory," '

7. ‘Subject: AMA with T,sk Force Hogan, (SECRET),
Source §  AA Section, Headquarters Twelfth Arry Group,

8. . When the German Ardennes breakthrough ceme, and during the ensuing push
which almost reached the Meuse, a number of American units were surrounded,
‘Some were liquidated, others managed tc make their way back to our lines, Task

Force Hogan was one of the latter,

b, Task Force Hogan, commanded by Lt Colonel .Samuel Hogan of Pharr, Texas,
was encircled in the vicinity of La Roche, 3elgium, This task force consisted
of approximately 400 men and officers and 60 vehicles, ranging from medium
tanks to Jjeeps, A4lthough counterattacking desperately, they found themsclves
completcly surrounded nnd isolated, After benting off numerous Germon abbtacks
and refusing demands to surrcnder, Lt Colonel Hogan evolved an escape plan
which was so successful that all but 20 men of the 400 safely returned to the
‘American lines, The plan, based on thorough ground reconnaissance, necessi-
tétgd the destruction of all materiel except personal equipnent.

Ce Providing antiaircraft protection for Task ¥orce Hogan were two halfe
tracks from the ond Platoon of Jattery B3, 486th AAs AW 3n (SP) under the command
of lst Lt Robert A, Weatherford, The following is Lt Weatherford's narrative
renort of his experiencesi . v

"When the 54th Armored Field,&gjxi@ léZattalion was split up into units
of one battery with ench Task Force, 1 atE;%ﬂv@“@g 1541 and one .M16 ?o sach
battery, I had planned to shift from one forceftg apdfher as the action pro-
gressed and I started out with Battery -C' of this battalion, We moved south
on the back roads to LAROCHE (P-4678). where we ron into heavy resistance on
the enst -side of the town. At this time one of my halftracks was second in
the coltmn and the other was about. elghth,  We. moved brek into the town of
LAROCHE and spent the night.of the 19th December thdre,  The next norning we
received word that we were cut off and moved over to Maxcouray (P-4381) to
awalt develapments, My vehiq%@ﬁwWeng;@gpgpyed in support of the other vchicles

N
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oi" the Task Force and though we & Qfl ter planes on a couple of oc~
9£Sidns, we didn't‘fire on thenm. 'ﬂgﬁﬁgﬁf'I gggc ; osition, I didn't
use the M15AL or the M16 much for locaf“d@fqn%pﬁa§ ! $52g§ tion could

he handled with small arms, We did clean out E@b%éhédgg ing the first
day, firing obout 400 rounds of cal .50, . My men shd%"b,ﬁgj f Germons with
small arms - I know of at least ten, '

i

"On t he night of 23 December we heard, that help was on the way and again
on Christmas Zve, but nothing ever came, The supplies that were eupposed- t6
be dropped from the air landed several miles north of us, We lived on the food
that we had picked up from an abandoned dump in LAROCHE, These supplies
lasted until the norning of the 25th,

"In the afternoon of the 25th December we received orders to destroy all
equipnent except small arms and prepare.to nove out on foot, We took tho
crystals out of the radios and smashed them, The transmitters and receiver
werc given the same treatment, Since we were in a position where fire and
noise werc not practical, we had to use other methods in Aestroying the wvehicles,
We chopped thée tires and tracks with an axe, drained the oil out of the’ttbns-

"mission and the anti-freeze from the radiator and filled both with water,
smashed the distributor, and tore out all of the wiring, About all we could
do to the 37mn - tube and cal ,50 barrels was to danage the threads, Al of the
renaining gosoline was poured out on the ground, The arrmnition was buried
in an old well in the village,

"We left the town on the night of the 25th December in small patrols of
about twenty-~threce nen and one officer, I had all of my men, which were fif-
teen, plus six nen from the 54th Armored Fa Battalicn, A1l of us got through
except one of my sergeants, who I believec was wounded by artillery fire
shortly after we left town, This man, Sgt Sawtelle, however, reported back

'to this unit three doys later and was not wounded, My platoon sergeant was
slightly wounded but managed to make the trip with some assistance, One of
the men carried that two hundred and twonty-five pound sergeant a good deal
of the way. We wnlked for fourteen hours and covered about twenty~threec
niles in the darkness, encountering friendly troops at SOX (P-4290) at daylight,
Wo went right through a German artillery battery - we could hear the battery
executive giving firing orders, The march was about as tough as sone we took

back in the States while training,

"The worst part of the whole thing wrs the mental strain of watching
and waiting, The men stood up.excellently, physically, but were very tired
before reaching cur lines, Morale was very high during the entire period and
discipline was superior all the time,

quipment on them,"

"We lost one M15Al,-one M16, one Z-ton truck ?

L |




8. Subjocts  Letters of Appreciation Heca;ved by 231&5 Searchlight
3attalion,  (CONFIDENTIAL)

Source ¢  Headquarters, IX Air Defonse Connand' 47th AsA Brlaage.‘

8. It is a distinet pleasure for me to extend the thanks of all the combat

personnel of this Oroup for the c00pgrax10n that we have received fron your
platoon stationed on cur field, At this time, when we rmust have night flying,
not only the cooperation, but also the sincere effort and the inmediate steps
you %ake in glving us the full benefit of your light, is a matter of deep
concern to us and appreciated by us, The cone that you place over the field
at our disposal on request is a welcome beacon for cur aircraft to return

$0, The fact that we know that within two seconds we may have a bean down
our runway upon request or a cone over our field is a comfort that is.
unexplainable,

Although these do not scem to you to be directly aiding the war effort,
you are indeed doing an excellent job for us and aiding us to carry the wax

to the eneny, You nre piving us your direct support and it is warnly ope—
preciated, The work that you men have done on this field hos been of the

highest caliber, It is particularly reassuring to know that we have your
11:111;c at our cdisposal in the event that the enemy should decide to pay us
a night visit ~ which is not improbable now that jet-propulsion has reached
its daye

Your willing and eager assistance given us is sincerely appreciated

by this Group,
[s/ John S, Samuel

JOHN S, SAMUEL
Colonel, air Corps

Conmmanding
322nd 3Bomb Group

be It is with a great deal of pleasure and sincerity that I write this
letter of eppreciation to you, and through you, to the men that you command,

Your nen who occupy the remote corners of our alrfield in position for
defense against eneny attacks are too often forgotten in the course of our
everyday operations, This is even more true since the bombing raids of the

Iuftwalffe have hecome menmories,

Just o short while back, howevbr, we had occasion to be reninded of their
presenee when your SeaICQllthts cane to ‘the aid of some of our aircraft,
Fourteen Havocs from another Group, returning from d mission, were caught in
a furlous rainstorn, They callcd our field for an emergency landing, Our
field lights were completely blanketed from view by the heavy rainclouds,
Only the beans of your lights were able to cut through to guide the alreraft
stranded overhead, They were an inveluable help in saving the aircraft and

the lives of the men in themn,

EEE (SRRt



Thig is Just ene ex

our alrcraft, The men in
preciation for the fine wo

come to the gid of
ﬁ%ggﬁ nost sincere ap-
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/s/ Theodore R, Aylesworth
THEODORE R, AYLESWORTH
Colonel, Alr Corps

Commanding
Station A-B55

¢, The platoon of your orgenization statloned at this airfield have renderel
this group invaluable assistance in our operations, On several occasions
alrcraft returning from combat missions have been directed to this field by
the searchlights of this platoon, They have at all times exhibited a maxie
mun of cooperation with us in carrying ont our combat operations as well as
night flying %raining, Such cooperation is indeed commendable, It is such
cooperation on the part of all units that will bring the war to a speedy
finlsh,

It 15 desired that this letter be brought to the attention of all per-
sonmnel of this platoop so that they may be aware of my appreciation as well
es that of every combat crew man of this organization for the assistance
they have rendered to us, enabling us to complete our mission,

[8/ Thomas G, Corbin,
BHOMAS G, CORBIN
Colonel, Air Corps
Commanding
386th Bomb Group

9, fubjectt Antiaircraft Weepons in Ground Support Roles, (SONFIDENTIAL)
Source ¢ 36th AAA 3rigade; 5th AAA Group; of Seventh US Army,

a, For the drive of the VI Corpe from the Riviera to the Mozelle River,
LAA protection was provided entirely by the three (3) self-propelled bate
talions operating in direct support of the thres (3) American Divisions,
These batinlions, the 106th AsA AW Bn (SP), commanded by Lt Colonel Henry
H, Arnold, Jr, with the 45th Inf Division; the 44lst AAA AW Bn (SP), come
nanded by Lt Colonel Thomas H., Leary, with the 3rd Inf Division; the 443rd
AAA AW Bn (&P), commanded by Lp Colonel Werner L, Larson, with the 36th
Inf Division were under the operé%?éﬁgl oontrol of the 5th AAA Group, commandec
by Dolonel John C Henagon, b },, @

NG ;o y /

b, Barly in the drive con31deraﬂ.e ﬁhought and ‘e ggentation WAS Ol
couraged and undertaken to evolve a soundfpolicy ﬁor t of these AA
weeponsg in a ground supnort role without eopardizing the normal AA mission,
Factors influencing this decision were (13 weakness of  the enemy air effort,
(2)  the mobility of the front, (3)  the mobility and the fire power of the
half tracks, (4) the scarcity of artillery ammnition and (&) as one
Diviston Commander put it, "Bvery gun that isn't moving should be shooting,"

“



c. As early as D plus 1, M-16's of the'lgkﬁégﬂﬁk Wﬁ%n% were moving
with and reinforcing mobile patrols and roadﬁﬁiﬁck ; A0uL" & this early .
experinentation grew a conviction that in certain Hlanned opgrations’ the.
weapons can perforn superior service, but there are also limitations, such

as vulnerability to all types of fm ilhouette which is nct easily
concenled, the need for level or properly~s. §§§éhground from which to fire,
the large turning radius necessary for the half-tracks, the inability to fire

forward dve to mask of the cab, and the fact that the mount is easily demobi-
lized in mud ~ if & position cannot be vacated quickly it is not tenable,

d, One of the most effective missions has been in effect "very close artil-
lery support" with fire controlled by the Infantry Commander, When the
45th Inf Division made the initial crossing of the Mozelle River at Epinal,
the half tracks of the 106th AAA AW Bn (SP) were emplaced adjacent to the
river and sprayed the enemy positions across the river while the assault
troops were crossing and very effectively neutralized enemy small arms fire,
These same tactics were employed by the 44lst Bn in support of the 3rd Divie
sion's crossing of the lMeurthe River at St Die, Iumerous missions of this
type have been fired by each of the battalions with very good effect,

e, Flank coverage during an attack has been widely used throughout the Corps
Sector, The 44lst AAA AW Bn (SP) and the 443rd AAA AW Bn (SP) have each
gone as far as to deploy three (3).aomplete sections with each RCT at times,
Usually one section moves with each Infantry Battalion and is immediately
avoilaBle for use, It is necessary in this case to place an AA Officer in
command of each section, which depletes the officer personnel for the remain-
der of the battery, If the tempo of the enemy air activity increases appre-
ciably this commitment should be re-examined, In all cases observed fire is
used to the extent that a target area,  such as a wood, building or strong
point is designated within the tracer limits of the ammunition, but actual

results are generally unobserved,

f. The key to successful operation has been careful planning and close co=-
ordination, These battalions have developed coordination with other arms
to the extent that they have been able to participate successfully in TOT
(Time on Target) shoots on occasion, .

10, Subject; Changes affecting the use of FI90-0-3 (UNCLASSIFIED)
Source @ Office of Theater AA Officer, Hq Buropean T of Opns, US Army,

Ao
a, I$ has been noted thab'Firing_Tableé"Fm9Q~Cgﬁ for Gun, 90mm, AA, ML
firing shell, HE, M71, Projectile, .4PC, M82, andi Shot, 4P, M77, are in the
hands of certain AiA units in this theater, ’ ""ﬂ?ﬁ@#\"

b, It is pointed out in Change #3, dated October 1944, to FT90-C~3, that
for the M-l Gun on Gun Mounts M, MLAl, and M2, FT-90-3-3 should be used
instead of the data contained in FT90-0-3,




I1I. EQUIPMENT

11, Subject:  AAA Ammunitio® ~
Source AA Section, Headgquarters Twelfth Army Group.,

With the decline of enemy air activity during January following the all-
out effort on the lst of the month, ammunition expenditures by AAA units of

Twelfth Aruy Group dropped to the lowest point since September 1944,

In AMA roles, 90% of the 40mm, 37mm, and .50 caliber ammunition was
expended on few Year's Day,  Apart from this, the only notable fact wos the
large 90mm expenditure by Ninth US Army in field artillery missions, most of
which woere performed by the 135th and 141st AsA Gun Battalions (M),

Expenditures are summarized in the following tables:

Pirst Army 90mm 40mm 37mm «80 cal
AAA role 818 7,784 1,360 183,773
Other than, AAA 539 0 0 125,760
Total expenditure 1, 357 7,784 1,360 309,533
Average daily expenditure 44 251 44 9,985
Rounds per gun per day - 0,3 0.4 0.2 266
Third Army

AAA role 4,888 8,011 3,570 239,578
Other than AAA . 96 2 1,060 97,640
Total expenditure 4,984 8,013 4,630 337,218
Average dally expenditure l6l 258 149 10,878
Rounds per gun per day 1,3 0.4 0.5 2.5
Ninth Army .

AAA role ' 540 8,362 1,577 260,815
Other than AAA 9,533 o 0 6,900
Total expenditure 10,073 8,362 1,577 267,715
Average daily expenditure 325 270 51 - 8,636
Rounde per gun per day 3.1 o,% 0,8 4,3
Totals for Twelfth Army Group

AAA role . 6,246 24,157 " 6,507 684,166
Other than AAA 10,168 2 1,060 230, 300
Total expenditure 16,414 24,159 7,567 914,466
Average dally expenditure 77 g 530 779 244 29,499

Rounds per gun per day P 'Y # =245 0.4 29 .
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12, Subject: Water Heater (Unclassified), Ry
Source : Headquarters, IX Air Defense Command;®

o) 'f@ Sy : ‘
o & gl L& % el e
A LR &

Blst AL Brigede, i fx
S R ¢ B !

a, Almost impossible to overemphasize is the desirability of a good supply
of hot wnter for men living in the field, and more often than not, this sup-

ply is left up to the individual, This is especially true of suwall units
such as AW crews, The accompanying sketch illustrates how men of F/U Wo 7,
Btry D, 391lst AsA AW Bn solved the hot water problem in a simple, effective
manner by building a combination stove and water heater for field use,

b. In this instance, basic materials required were an oil drum, a five-gallo
can, three feet of pipe w/union and elbow, and about five feet of hose,
none of which would normally prove difficult to find,

c. Construction is quite simple, As is shown in the sketch that follows,
only one water~tight metal-~to-metal connection is necessary, this being the
Jjoint at the base of the reservoir, Ag it is not exposed to flame, solder
nay be used, Better, of course, would be a conventional connection made
‘with a nipple, nuts, and washers, if these fittings arc available, The
union between the reservoir and fire box affords a quick, easy way to dis-
assemble the unit for novement, ‘
@ T,

. R
d, The heater nay be as elaborate as materials will allow, however its .
efficiency depends almost entirely upon how well the "circulation principle"’
is applied, that ie, naximum heating surface and minimum 1ift, as no pressure
is apnlied, The natural rise of the heated water within the pipe is great
enough to force itself through the return hose to the reservoir, The uni
pictured proved adequate for the entire section of fourteen (14) men, T
fact that the fire is not exposed and that no pressure is present makes ijQ-

completely safe for use inside a tent,

X k% kK %

By command of General EISENHOWZER; ;

//'- /O LR
— i 7,2 =k i\ [

R, B. LOVEIT,
Brigadier General, USA,
adiutane General,
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I, INTELL IGENCE.

1. Subject: Summary of hction for Week eniing & February 1945 (SECRET)
Source ¢ 0Office of the Theater AA. Officury, Headquarters European T of Oins,

a, Due to the light scale of enemy activity Auring tie week ending 8 February
1945, the customary tabular summary is omitted this veeir, The following list
shows the number of raids and number of planes invoived:

: No of No of Ne of No of
First Army Baids Planes Ninth Army T«ids Planes
010600 «~ 080600 Feb 7. 18 010600 ~ 080600 F=b =0 26
Third Army Seventh Army
010600 -~ 080600 Feb 4 4 010559A ~0803500A Fed 9 18

b, (1) There was no action during the week ending 8 February 1945, agoinst
enemy aircraft by A44 units of the IX Air Defense Command, In the Antwerp area
units of the 50th and 56th AAA Brigades plotted a total of 406 flying bombs,

of which 300 were engaged. Claims during this period total 56 Cat A's ond 114
Cat B’S.

(2) Confirmed claims for aireraft destroyed and probably destroyed by AAR units
attached to IX Air Defense Command total 48 5/6 Cat I's and 30 Cat II's.

2. Subject: Resume’'of Activity for period.1 February to 8 February 1945

. (SEDRET)
Source 3s/AA Section, Head&uarters Twelf th Army Group.

8. Enemy air activity over Twelfth Army Group‘area for the week ending 080600
Feb, as reported through Afi. sources, wis on an increased scald over that of the
previous two weeks, though still at a comparatively light scale. ‘The total
.effort of 48 aircraft was mazn;[y concentrated in the Ninth Army area and immedia-

tely adjacent to the south ih SV Qorps of F1§§t Arzny. .Third Army had only 4
elng divided between

enenmy .sorties during the we: *kf and’ thése Weré 80 gbm b
i “d j,v . %95”
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: the B"stogne area, Luxembourg, and Metz. It appears that the enemy cheIed
Ninth Army area thoroughly by air reconnaissance, indicating his anxiety over
our.intentions at the entrance to the vital Cologne Plain, Enemy aircraft opera-
. ted on every day of the period with most of the flights being single planes or
. pairs, Scattered strafing and bombin curred, mainly by single planes,
Aia clainms for thee w-eel%?ﬂb oﬁg @Q ¢« And two probably destroyed.

T ber 20.¢ ‘“11‘01‘6513@3{ W% t and 28 during hours of dark-
nesse Appearanc ng daylight were divided roughly into three periods -
0800-0900 hours, around noon, and afternocon from 1430 hours to 1700, -Aircraft
operating during darkness appeared mostly from midnight on to 0500 hourss

c. Enemy aircraft recognized were; 12 Me 109s, 3 Ju 88s, and 2 He 1llse In
addition, ‘1t is believed a2 few Ju 87s perticipated in ground attack missions
against objectives in V Corps during the night of 3 — 4 February. ’

d, Enbmy risslons were predominantly reconnaissance, The attacks occurring
during the week were mainly by single planes at scattered times and placess All
attacks except one occurred during hours of darkness, and only one night abtack
inaluded flares, -The usual report was one of strafing and bombing in forward
areas, First Army reports that one enemy aircraft strafed & highway near Thevx
at 040105 Feb, killing 4 EM and destroying 2 jeevs, Evidence indieates the ainr-
craft attacked with rockets; craters in cobblestones were l— feet wide by &
inches -deep, while trkose in hard packed dirt were 2% feet wide and 1 foot deep.

e« Enemy aircraft operated at strafing levels up to 8.000 feet, Over forward
areas, heights were generally low &nd within range of &9 fire’units, while over .
IAZs farther to the rear, heights averaged about 5,0CC - 6,000 feets

f, There were no indications of unusual enemy toctics. The usual report of
evasive action by the individual planes to 2void AAA fire uvccvurred frequently.
One enemy aircraft dropped flares over 2 front line infontry division ~rea and
then circled over the area without further hostile acts, Another plane dropped
red and white flares (not the proper colsrs for the period) when engagedj - this
tactic has been tried on numerous occasions by the enemy.

g. General, GH, &4 Troops, 21 Army Group, reports that Me 262s carried out
bombing attacks on the port of Antwerp 2t 0828 hours on 20 January and- again at
0819, and 0843 hours on 24 January., Though Me 262s have préviously appeared over
Antwerp on reconnaissance migsions, these instances were the first attempts to
bomb the porte Briefly, the first attempt was by two Me 262s coming in silently
-from the N and NE; first warning was given by AW fire units engaging the target:
Heights veried rapidly from 700 feet up to. 6,000 feet as the aircraft took
evasive action all the time, Four bombs were dropped in the dock area and
caused .cosualties and damege. The aircraft split up, one circling and recross<
ing vorious parts of the area before disappearing to the east, while the. other
was lost for some minutes until it wes seen 2nd engaged over the Schelde and
Flushing areas as it was making for home, The second bombing attack was made by
two single Me 262s. In each cose the aircraft approached in a glide, with the
first doging altitude from 12,000 feet dowh to 1,500 feet and the second from
8,000 feet down to 1,000 feet, Tactics and spéeds were much the same as in the




Wiy

first bombing attacks, The Me 262 hag been in’ Se British
sector more freyuently than over our sector, 2nd this yilgcluded many
nore hostile acts, Comments by GHy AA Troops on the tactics of%the Me 262 are
Presented herewith:

(1) "ME 262 TACTICS. There is no guarantee that the M& 262 will continue to
operate in the future as it has in the past, sinece past operatioms appear to
have been largely experimental., But certain types of behaviour by these air-
craft which have from time to time been observed, may recur,"

(2) "Iypes of Attack. At dusk in poor visibility aircraft sometimes came in at
1000 feet and dived to 500.

"During daylight aircraft came in at about 25,000 feet on approximately &
15 degree glide, and dived to 18,000 feet. .

"At night aircraft sometimes approached at 12,000 and attacked after divin
to 8,000 feet, . :

"Attacks have been made by two aircraft with a half hour interval in
between, Gliding attacks are normal and have been made from 15,000 down to 8,0
or 10,000 down to 3,000 feet., But it must be remembered that any combination o
tactics and height is possible, which makes the maximum possible use of the
speed of the alrcraft and its ability to change speed and height continuwously .
and rapidly." ‘

(3) "Methods of Deception. Sometimes one Me 262 has come in at 8,000 feet,
followed by another at 2 slightly lower height =2nd about 4,000 yards behind,

"Aircraft have operated in pairs with one showing navigation lights,
Alternatively the first has operated at medium height on full power followed by
a second much lower and in a silent glide," :

* ok ok ke ok ok ok ok K 3k

II. OFPERATIONS.

3. Subject: New Year's AAA Action in XIX Corps {SECRET)
Source ¢ AA Section, Headyuarters Twelfth Army Group.

a, Of the numerous AAA units which were afforded "good hunting" on New Year's
Day 1945, when the Luftwaffe made an &ll out effort against airfields and front
line installations few, if any, enjoyed greater success than the XIX Corps AAA,
units operating in Ninth US Army. After the smoke of battle had cleared and

the score tallied, results showed that 32 enemy planes hed been destroyed and 1
probably destroyed in the XIX Corps &rea, ‘ :

be (1) On 1 January 1945 the following AAA units were operating in XIX Corps
(see Figure 1). : /o ,
4

12th AAA Group ‘
132nd A4A Gun Bn (M) " 2md Plat, Btry B, 226th AAA S/L Bn

430th AAA AW Ba (M) ig&’,ﬁ”’éénﬁ AAA AW Bn (M) (78th Inf Div)

459th AAA AW Bn (M) 74 gaFth AAA AW Bn (M) (8th Inf Div)
571lst AAA AW Bn (SP) 555tk AASTAW Bn (M) (104th Inf Div)
(2) All AAA units within the Corps were participating in an area defense (see
ETOUSA AAA Notes No 3 for the AAA Area Defense Plan employed by XIX Corps) e
Iz\\ 4




- ‘ﬂ\

19-335

& " %
47 / . + (¢
A0ag

Auto Bahiy{ )

W ////// ; -i 2 N
/ IWEISWEILER * | 7 == 3
I
i N
HW:ILEF’» H’%’Z’?g%%

()Y

f;t-ﬁéu RTGEN

- LEGEND -

»fs CATEGORY I CRASH
—~€ - — -— CATEGORY I - FLIGHT OF E/A WHEN ENGAGED
‘—--‘-—-1 AREA DEFENSE ZONES A Y
s 5 vﬁ’w
;‘%} WOODED AREA s "Jﬁ
MMM APPROXIMATE FRONT LINE SO e AAA ACTION XIX CORPS
N N
2 | JANUARY 1945

Scale in Miles

FIG. 1

JPK.




cs» The New Year's action commenced
Year!s Eve several of the searchlights en
picked up & He 111, The 90mm guns of the 13 aged it and
brought it down in flames,' New Year's Day dawne f s and cold,
Shortly after 0900, hostile planes commenced to appear & Corps area ab
altitudes varying from 200 feet to 2000 feet., The attackiRdlanes consisted
primarily of "long-nosed" FW 190 D-9s and Me 109s which strofed and bombed
ground instollations within the area, During the ensuing 30 minutes practically
every AM autometic weapon in,the Corps went into action, causing the attacking
Planes to take violent evasive action. "Planes werk crashing left and right, and
a} one time, from a high point near the Corps CP five columns of smoke, indi-
cating croshed planes, were observed in the vicinity of Hurtgen Foreste, The
mejority of the day's action occurred during this intense helf-hour, though
action against smaller numbers of aircraft continued throughout the afterncon,
Perhaps the most phenomenal Piece of shooting was achieved by 2 40mm gun of the
445th AAA AW Bn, This gun, located in @ small clearing of the Hurtgen Forest,
was only able to fire one round &t a FW 190 because of tree masks; the round
burst squarely under the fuseldge, setting the plane on fire, and causing it to
crash in flames less than a mile away,

ey Bhartly after midnight of New
n.ah-%illumination role

a. 4 strip map, teken from the pilot of & crash-landed FW 190, showed the
courses which the German planes were to have taken to American and British air-
ports in Belgium, The ma&p indicated that the German planes which came over the
Corps zone were well off course, resulting in disaster to & ma.;jority of the
attackers,

e. After filtering and careful examination of claims by the 12th AAA Group and
Ninth Army AAA Section, AAL units of XIX Corps have been officizlly credited
with definitely destroying 32 of the 64 planes over the area on New Year's Day,
and probably destroying en additional 13 planes. ZExcept for. seven crashes which
fell in the Hurtgen Farest or across the enemy lines, -every crash was visited
and identified on the ground by officers from the AAA Group headyuartersy 1t
was impossible to reach the scene of -these seven crashes due to the extensive
minefields of the dense forest or proximity to the front line, though- numerous
witnesses testified to the pillars of black smoke from the crash sitese Con~
firmed claims by battalions are as follows:

Unit - Cat I Cat II@" Type Fire Control
132 (90mm & M-51 MGs) 13 2
430 5 Stiffkey Stic:!
459 - 5 Stiffkey Stick
571 (SP) ' 2% TAS
445 7 Stiffkey Stick
552 ' 10 mStiffkey Stick
555 . T 1 iss Sights

Totals 32 "

f. .Col Bonald J. Bailey, commanding the 12th AAA Gmu?;, attribufes the success

of his units on New Year's Day to the following factors?.f
(1) A -great element of luck and good fortune in h”iving eo 0,4

area during daylight at a low altitude.

ny planes over the
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gun crews, most of whom have had con-

NCL

(2) ZExcellent gunnery on the part
siderable battle experience,

(8) Aren defense disposition — except in the confined clearances of Hurtgen
Forest where it was necessary for some units to "bunch® to obiain maximum fields
of fire, uniform AAA coverage was provided throughout the Corps ‘arecas The
uniform volume of fire brought to bear on all the enemy aircraft, regardless of
the evasive action taken, proved the value of area defense.

4. Subject: Narrative Report of Enemy Action against Airfield w29 .o0n 1
January 1945 (SECRET)
Source ¢ Headyuarters IX Air Defense Command; 52nd AAA Brigade.

2., On the morning of 1 January 1945 the GAF =ttacked IX TAC airfield T-29
with fifty (50) plus FW 190s and Me 109s, The practically perfect coordinction
demonstrated by the air force units of the field and the A4A units defending
the field resulted in only nine (9) of the attacking enemy aircraft obkerved
escaping destruction.

b, W protection is provided Y-29 by B and D Batteries of the 784th AML AW
Bn under the local command of Major Marks Cox, the S-3 of the 784th AAAL AW Bn,
An AAOR (Antiaircreft Operations Room) 1s located on the field, This AAOR
coordinates and provides early warning to all AAA and Air Force units on the
field, On at least one previous occasion a flight of planes from the field had
been "gscrambled" on the warning provided by the AAOR to the Airfield Commander
to intercept hostile aircraft gpproaching the field, ZFarly wzrning is received
by the AAOR from the XXIX TAC FCC, This early warning is used because of -the
excellent coverage of the Y-29 area provided by XXIX TAC FCC warning broadenst.

ce At 0900 on 1 January 1945 a warning was received by radio in the AAOR from
XXIX TAC FCC broadcast that & large group of enemy aircraft was heading in the
direction of the. area in which Y-29 is located. From the "plot" it was seen
that the hostiles were approximately five (5) minutes flying time from the
field. The duty officer at the AAOR (Lt Henderson) immediately notif ied the
airfield commander of the approaching hostiles,

d, The next warning flashed was by the AA OP's situated in 2 ring around the
field from three to five miles from the field, An OP reported a single Ju 88
approaching field from the northeast with a large number of FW 190s and Me 109s
some distance behind the Ju 88, This warning reached the AMOR and down to the
gun sections two (2) minutes %f, ir%m erﬁm 1anes ceme over the fielda

e, At this particular time tﬁe" airfieldz ﬁatv}e gﬂ?dé g rons airborne 1in
the area returning from missions. The$&% ‘t@,,wﬂgre dofified of the hostiles
and were directed to intercept., The field commander then ditected that the
planes on the ground be scrambled as soon as possibles Some additional ain-
craft were warmed up and succeeded in taking off shortly after the hostlles
reached the field.

f, The friendly flights of planes before mentioned attacked the approaching
enemy formations several miles.from the field and succeeded in breaking up the
enemy flight formations. .Some of the enemy aircraft turned north to Y-32 while
the bulk of the enemy formation proceeded in groups of two and three to come
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down to 100-200 feet altitude from the 2000 feoe a{iﬁi%{mé.%f the approach,

The enemy aircraft came over the field very low and fast (estimated 300 mph)

anc} strn;f’ed ABA positions on the first "pass." From this time on for the next

thirty minutes no more concerted:attacks on the fiold were made by the enemy

aircraft as every attempt to bunch up by the enemy was immediately broken up
by our fighters, : :

Py LE

€e Most of the "dog fighting! took place away from over the field proper so
the air zhove the field was clear most of the time of large groups of aircraft,
Enemy aircraft breaking away from our fighters and making a strafing attempt

&t the field were engaged and driven off by the waiting AAA, At least four
enemy aircroft were destroyed attempting the above maneuvers.

h., As the action continued our fighters began to run out of ammunition and
gasoline and had to land to rearm and refuel, It was during these times that
the best example of AAA coordination occurred, On at least three occasions
when our fighters were landing to rearm or refuel, as our planes ceme in for
the landing, several enemy aircraft would dive down.to strafe the landing ain-
craft, The AAA Guns would engege the enemy aircraft directly behind the landing
"friendly" and either drive off or shoot down the enemy aircraft., Ohe of our
pilots (Capt Smith 366th Ftr Gp) landing safely after having a FW 190 driven
off his planes taill by AA fire, came over to the gun responsible and personally

thanked the section chief, \

i, In some cases, AA fire was abie to break up formations of enemy fighters
attacking our planes while in other cases the tracers of AA pointed out low
flying enemy aircraft so that our fighters could pick them out,

Js  When the action was over eand all the enemy aireraft that could still fly
had left the area, an inventory of damage inflicted by the enemy on us and
damage by us to the enemy, was taken, Damage to the airfileld was one (1) C=4?
strafed on the ground and seriously damaged and one (1) P-47 hit twice in the
motor while parked in 2 dispersal bay, : .

k., Uo damage was reported by our AAA units as a result of the strafing attempt:
of the enemye Several gun revetments were struck by 13mm and 20mm projectiles
from strafing FW 190s and Me 109s, but no damage was caused.

1. | The GAF, however, suffered the loss of & good part of his attacking force,
The Air Forcé units of the field c¢laim 35 .destroyed, 2-probably destroyeds and
geven-damaged and .our AMA units elaim seven (7) Cat Is and four (4) Cat IIs,

m. A careful-inveéstigation revealed that in no case dld our AAA engoge &
friendly fighter during the period of attack. In several cases AA fire was
stopped by section chiefs at guns because of friendly fighters approaching the
hostile beinz engaged by AA fire, No'fire control or direction was attempted
from the AMOR during the attack. At no time did the Air;Force Commender order
8 Mhold firee" After the action the Air Force Coummender’of Y-29 (Lt Col Clare
B,-Smith, 366 Fighter Group) was asked if he considered that a Told fire" would
nave given greater freedom to his planes, Lt Col Smith replied that a "hold
fire" was not necessary as he had complete f2ith in the ability and skill of

the AMA defending his field, so thagvhis plaggs would rot be mistakenly fired

]
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on by our AAA, He further &
.with his air force units wak
defense of the field and thed |
continue in force.

9 in conjunction
? or the successful
ic e for A.A.A. would.

ne It has always been the policy of this Brigade to associate an A.A.A battery
with a Fighter Group and to continue this attachment during any movement of
the Fighter Group, This policy has resulted in better understanding and team-
work between AAA and the air force units protected, The case of B Btry 784th
AAA W Bn and the 366tn Fighter Group on Y-29 should prove the soundness of
this policys The CO of. the 366th Fighter Group feels that AAA is an important
and integrzl part of his. "4eam! and has stated this to his "attached! AAA
batterye To cite an excellent example of the type of cooperation existing
between the Air Force and AAA units on Y-29: when AAA machine guns are in
action ageinst enemy aircraft attacking the airfield, selected air force orde
nance personnel go to designated AAA machine gun sites on the field, and augmer
the AA crews by acting es prmunition men, The mutual understanding of eaeh
others problems from the Above attacnment was a large factor in the efficient .
defense of thé¢ airf ield. :

O, 0f ‘the ma.ny known gtrafing attacks carried out by the enemy 'a.galns'b alliel
airfields, this attack wes the most successful from the allied point of view .
in that & ZIarge proportion of enemy aircraft was shot down and the damage
inflicted by the enemy ajireraft was insignificent, The presence of our:
fighters in force in tha vicinity of the field 2t the time of the attack was
unique anhd very important in the successful dr1ving off of the enemy,

P. It is believed that the following conclusions can be drawn from this
actions?

(1) The ugse of frlendlgr fighters in conjunction with AAA to provide AL defense
of airfields is essentiml if our losses are to be kept to & minimum,

(2) The coordination o;* friendly fighters in the air with AAA on the ground is
more effective when mutucl confidence and respect exists between the two
agenciess This emphasises the importance of keeping AAA units attached to the
same air force Group 1n or?e&‘ to promote the necessary confidence and mubual

respects % @

5. Subject: Entrance of A&A"Lnfgo Pa.ris CC&NFW

Source ¢ AA Section, Headquartérsﬁfﬁge]ﬁ'thf u .

U ¥ H’ @4 >

&, Battery B, 462nd Akd AW Bn (M), claims the distinction of being the first
US AAA unit to enter Paris when the city was liberated during August 1944,
Battery B had the mission of providing AAA protectlon for the 196th FA Bn, V¥
Corps artillery, whida was in direct support of the 2nd French Armored. Division
at thot times The 2rd French Armored Div1s ion had been assigned the mission
of occupying the city of Paris to prevent reoccupation by German Forces on
termination of the truce previously signed.

b, Battery B left Mortree, France, &t 230900 August 1944, in column with the
196th Field Artlllery. which was following immediately behind armored elements
of the 2nd French Armored D1v1s1on. As resistance was met up ahead and the

WY
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armor was forced to deploy, the AAA fire units went into hesty pdasitions off
the side of the road, As soon as resistance was cleared, the column took to
\the road againe By twilight on 23 August, the column had reached Chevreuse,
Just southwest of Peris, and a bivouac was made that night near crossroads
approximately six miles northeast of Chevreuse (see Figure 2),

Ca Going into position, moving up a little, going into position, become the
order of the day for 24 August. In places where the road was blocked, the
column took to the open fields. The column received direct .88mm fire while
crossing one fleld which was under enemy observation, and the 196th Field Artil-
lery lost two vehicles and two men killed from direct hits, On another
occasion the Field Artillery and AAA cplumns passed by a unit of French tonks
engaged in a fight with German tanks in a2 woods. Despite numerous light
shellings and participation in the above incidents, Battery B sustained no
casualties,

d. Sceaux, in the southwest of Paris, was entered by 2400 hours. The column
moved on iIn the night and reached Issyles Moulineux, just outside of 01ld
Parils at 0200 hours. The men slept on the sidewalks of the town for the re-
mainder of the night, ‘

e+ The columns moved slowly around to the west side of Paris during the
morning of 25 August. A reconnaissance party consisting of Capt Ralph E, Deems,
B Battery Commander, with lst Sergeant Lewis B, Meyers, and the two platoon
leaders, lst Lt Peul H, Gesener and lst Lt James H. Jones, crossed the Seine
at 1400 hourse Numerous Parisians signed statements greeting them as the first
Americen officers in the liberated city., The fire units entered the city in
column in the vicinity of Neuilly Sur Seine at approximately 1500 hourse The
French tanks had been completely stopped ahead of them by throngs of enthusias-
tic Parisians, Many of them had champagne, wine, and kisses to bestow upon the
liberators, 4s the Battery reached the Arc de Triomphe, shots rang out from
German snipers firing from the Arc itself, and from trees and buildings in

the vicinity, The French tanks fired on the buildings with guns and machine
guns, Battery B opened fire with the quadruple turret-mounted ,50 cal, machine
guns, spraying the trees and buildings. Section B-4, commanded by Sgt Ralph E.
Kaufman, spotted a machine gun firing on the crowd from 2 window, fired two
rounds of armor plercing 40mm ammunition from the wheels, silencing the German
gune, In the melee of firing the French throng flattened out, taking cover
behind tanks, trucks, and street curbs, A number of chips were knocked from
the Arc de Triomphe, and these were taken as souvenirs by men of the Batterye
In this acbidn 2 rounds of 40mm (AP), 6,127 rounds .50 cal., 855 rounds #30
cal Ml, 100 rounds ,30 cal, carbine, and 285 rounds.45 cal ammunition were

expended,

f, During 26 and 27 August, Battery B set up 2 security guard aroun? the
Field Artillery, which bivouaced on Avenue de la Grande Armee, Much interest
wag shown by the Parisians in every dct of the Amerieans, shaving includede
Many looked over such eyuipment &s the 20 mexf gggggigf cookers, pup tents,
truck and guns with great curlosity. The climax déms3ghgwgygr, when several
Paris women, watching one section peel petatoes, volunteered their services
as KPs until the meal was cooked. :

o
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6. Subject: Experiences of T & GlérmneBrenkthough
in the Ardennes (SECRET)

Source ¢ AA Section, Headquarters Twelf th Army Group,

8, In AAA TWotes No 11, 3 January 1945, a genéral picture of the action of
First US Army AAA units during the Battle of the Bulge was presented, Since
then specific actions of individual AAA units, chiefly AAA battalions, have
heen given, The 11th AAA Group, commanded by Col H,P. Newton, played an
important role in the coordination and the dispositions of AAA units immediate
1y following the German breakthrough on the 16th December, The Group operated
under the 498h AAA Brigade, and later, under the XVIII A/B Corps of the First
US Army, during the period covered by this report.

De The following is Col Newton's narrative report of his activitiess

(1) "On 16 December 1944 the 11th AAA Group, with the 134th AAL Gun Bn (M),
413th AAA Gun Bn (M), 440th AAA4 AW Bn (M), and the 639th AAA AW Bn (M),attache
was located at Bullingen, Belgium, with the primary mission of shooting down
flying bombs in & DIVER belt IAZ. (See Figure 3.) This area, it will be
noted, extended into the enemy's lines so that AA4 guns could shoot down flyir
bombs over enemy territory. Guns and automatic weapons were disposed as close
to the enemy lines as practicable."

(2) "Our closest AAA units, who were about 2,000 yards behind the front lines
set up special local ground security defenses coordinating these with the .
infantry and divisional units holding the line, These units likewise estab-
lished very close liaison with adjoining divisional units so that we would hay
sufficient early warning of 2n attack that would enable us to evacuate our fij
control equipment and prepare to use all our AAA armament in 2 ground role," :
(3) "The 413th AAA Gun Bn and the 440th AAA AW Bn had some eguipment in the
VIII Corps sector and the 1l06th Inf Div area when the German attack started,
The 134th AAA Gun Bn and the 639th AAA AW Bn were located in the 99th Inf Div
sector of the V Corps." (See Figure 3.)

(4) "The first indication of an enemy =2ttack came at 0540 hours on the mornir
of 16 December when the 413th AAA Gun Bn area was subjected to heavy shelling;
It wag during this shelling that Lt Col MacGrain and one of his battery com- |
manders were ingured by shell fragments. Lt Col MacGrain received first 2id,
but against the advice of his battalion surgeon, he would not allow himself
be svacuated until later in the doy. By 0600 hours 21l AAA units were being
shelled, including the Group Headyuarters."

(5) "All units were put on a full alert status 2t 0600 hours, The first re-
port of 2n enemy ~dvance came at 0830 hours, on the 639th AAA AW Bn front, whe
reported German patrols in the vicinity., At 0910 hours the 49th AAA Brigede
anthorized the 413th AAA Gun Bn to support elements of the 106th Division by
assuming a FA role and at 0940 hours the Brigade placed Pozit ammunition on 2
first priority for our evacuation plan,”

(6) "The evacuation of the 413th fire control equipment began at 1105 hours, !
Decembers This equipment was first ‘braught to Bullingen, assembled in the
large motor park of the 134th and}‘tiﬁqi:'i e#‘r’c to an agsembly area west of

BUllingen"' C. ¢ i }‘\" *ﬁ@ .
(7) "At 1305 hours that day 2 combat team of" vh@"*:?‘gj;‘;I{gw, reported a PW
ag saying that this was an all out attack, not just a minor gy agemente He

remarked that this was & 'now or never' attack, This i'nfg;n:?a. ion was forward
b

through AAA channels."
-9 -
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(8) ‘"Between 1330, and 1800 hours that day taqks and penetrations were
felt:along our. sector of the 1ine and p&rticularly fn°the 413th AAA Gun Bn and
440th Asd AW Bn sector- wheére these units were employing their batteries in 2
ground role, The 413th AAA Gun ‘Bn never had the opportunity, ‘a2t this time, to
fire in a FA role as the situatibtn- demanded that they assume an AT role = and.
Lluickly. "

(9) "Batterles B and D of the 440th AAA AW B had to withdraw with ’che 1nfa.n’cry
and the:40th Cavalry Syuadron to other defense positions because of enemy pres-
sure, At this time the 440th AAA AW Bn was on a dual AAA and ground rolee"

(10) "Phne 134th AAA Gun Bn front was not as menacing as the front to the South
but. &t 2000 hours they were ordered to evacuate Pozit ammunition and fire con-
trol equipment, At 2140 hours the First Army Hemdquarters ordéred the 11th AdA
Group Headquarters and the 413th Gun'Bn and the 134th Gun Bn to evacua té all :
Persomnel and equipment to the vicinity of Steinbach, At the same time the’ .. ..
440th AAA AW Bn was attached to the 106th Infantry Division and the 639th AAA

AW Bn was attached to the 99thnInfantry Division. (The 535th AAA AW Bn (M) was '
already attached to the 99thnInfantry Division and the 634th AAA AW Bn (M) to
the 106th Infantry Division, See AdA Notes No 11, 3 January 1945, for the:
account of the experienced of the 634th AAA AW Bn (M),)""

(11) "The Group Headquarters and Headquarters Battery left Bullingen at 0200
hours on the morning of 17 Decenmber and arrived at Waimes at 0300 hours where

it stayed for the remainder of the night. The 134th Gun Bn and 413th Gun Bn y
also arrived in the vicinity about 0400 hours that morning., Communicotions were
maintained by a telephone -1ine whlch the 49th AAA Brigade had laid to us before’
our arrival."

(12) "During this evacuation, some units of ou;' battalions had to fight Tear
guard actions and some eyuipment and personnel were -lost to the enemy, but no
major engagements were fought.#

(13) "At 1000 hours 17 December orders. were relayed through the 49th AAA Brigade
attaching the 413th Gun Bn and the 184th Gun Bn to V Corps for use in an AT
role. The fire comtrol equipment of both battalions was ordered evacuated to
the 110th AAA Gun Bn at Spa (See Fig 3). .At- the some time the Group Headquarter
was ordered to proceed to Spa to the vicinity of the 110th AAA Gu‘n Bn and

await. further disposition. The Group. Headquarters left Waimes at 1200 hours
and arrived at Spa at 1330-hours." :

(14) ®At 1145 hours, 18 December the Group was ordered ‘to establish anti~
mechenized positions around and south of "Aywaille with.the guns of ‘the 143rd AA2.
Gun Bn and D Battery of the 563rd A8A AW Bn., (The 143rd A4d Gun Bn (M) is 2 IX
ADCunit that was attached to First US Army. . Prior to the attachment, the
battalion was depdoyed in’ the AAA gun defenses of Liege, Belgium, **The 563rd-
AAA AW Bn (M) ie & First US Army,unit that was employcd ir she AAA defenses of -
AsPd, road deflles, etc., near }ﬁ #riers, Belgium.) A £13 command group of
officers from the Group Headgua*r ersMaft .at 1230 hours ror Ayweille. and set up
ai temporary headquarters with the: Head | ters of the [g%id AAA AW Bn a%
Aywailie. Becauge of thé uncertainty of t u.a.tion, the Group ﬁeadq*ﬂr‘bers
Battery wes ordered to Beaufay, pending the eg ishmeént of & Group Heade
Juarters at Ayyaille, The Battery ‘moved at- 1730 ommat night and wus
mmpletely billeted in Bea.ufay at 1930 hours. ;, J%




(15)- "Six guns of the 110th ARK Gun Bn were dlspatched to the Aywaille sector
for AT defense until the 143rd AAA Gun Bn could get into position, All-guns of
the 143rd were in position at 2400 hours. 18 December., The AAA guns in the
Aywaille sector were to supplement the 82nd A/B Division defenses in this =rea
ar;d preven'b ‘enemy armor from making a penetration north on route N15 tOWc rd

L ege."

(16} "At about 0730 hours, 19 December, Battery ¢, 143rd, engaged enemy tanks i
the vicinity of Stoumont destroying six (6) M-6s and two (2) M-5s, "(See ANA
‘Notes No 14, 24 Ja.nuary 1945, for complete account of the action of the 143rd
AAA Gun Bn,) #The M-6s were destroyed by 90mm fire and the two (2) M-5s by
bazookas, This battery eventually lost one (1) '90mm gun to enemy shell fire,
one by a traffic accident and oné by demolition when the enemy drove the crew
from the gun by smell arms and mechine gun fire, Casualties amounted to one (%
EM killed =nd two (2) EM wpunded." ' N
(17) At 2310 hours, 20 December, the 11th AAA Group, 143rd AAA Gun Bn, 110th f
AAA Gun Bn, 563rd AAA AW Bh, less B ttery B, and Battery'D, and 639th AAA AW Bn
were ~ttached to the XVIII. Co_r_'ps. The 143rd AAA Gun Bn, the 110th AAA Gun Bn ;.
and Battery D of the 639th were relieved of their AT mission in the Aywaille -
sector at 0330 hours on 21:December &nd attached directly to the 30th Infantry..
Division in an AT role. The Group S-3 with the Battalions'! S-3s were inmediatd
dispatched to this division'ko work with their AT and TD officers to coordinate
and plan this defense," (See AAA Notes No 15, 30 January 1945, "Report of 30th .
Infantry Division.') #The first gun was in position at 0900 hours and the
defense was built up in depth during the day, the last gun getting in position”
at 2000 hourss The 40mm guns and the M-5ls of Battery D of the 639th were ‘
divided up among “the 90mm guns for additional AAA and ground protection, Until
24 December the Group maintained a coordinating staff at the 30th Infantry
Division CP to assist in the employment.of the AAA armament in the AT role. The
TD battalion with the division cooperated with us and helped us to the fullest
extente They helped.us reconnoiter positions, drew sondbags and AT nines for u
and inspected our positions-and made helpful suggestions a.bout them &s guns wen
into position." '

(18) "The 563rd AiA AW Bn reverted to an AA.A role on 21 Decem‘ber defend.lng the
bridges 2t Aywaille and Remouchamps and Corps installation

(19) "on the pight of the 22-23 December one (1) 90mm gun of Battery B, 143rd
was moved under cover of darkness fo a position covering the town of La Gleize, _
where that day several enemy tanks had been surrounded. It was expected that
at daybreak the 90mm gun could destroy several -tanks and then pull out before
counter fires could be effective. The plan worked, 2nd at _least three (3) M-6¢
of . the enemy were destroyed," (See AAA Notes No 14, 24 January 1945, Actually
three (3) Mark VIs and one (1) German operated Sherman tank-were destroyed.)
(20) "On 83 December at 2310 hours, the Headyuarters and Bé@teries A a-nd,"D-of 7
143rd were ordered to Aywaille for AL protection of the bridges at Aywaille &
Remouchamps, The 110th AAA Gun Bn with Batteries A and D of the 143rd and Bat-
tery D of the 639th AAA AW Bn atteched, remained with the 30th Infantry Div1sir

“in, an AT Toles" '
(21) PAfter 23 December, AAA un!tv% hﬂﬁd@ Egis Gmup h:v?ffaa”n‘ round abtion

with the enemy -~ their action hav‘ing been all’ enemy aircraft, 25 D;ecember tt
Group Headquarters -moved its CP to. Rempuchamps &and .to date ig ‘raj;iz)g as the
XVIII Corps AAA Group at that location.™ ' ‘




7 Subject: Top Twenty AAA Unif "4 : " "t ]’}eg’éw (- IE‘IDENTIAL)
Source : AA Section, Heady % ‘ "Grbﬁi)f.
LTI

a, The list of top twenty AAA units who lead in confirmed cIBiME of enemy 2ir-
craft destroyed within Twelfth Army Group area is published periodically,
Tabulated herewith is the standing to include claims processed to 6 February
19453 for previously published standings, refer to AAA Motes No 7, Twelfth

Army Group, and to AAA Notes Nos 2, 7, and 12, Head, uarters Eurobean T of Opns,
US Army,

b The number of aircraft definitely destroyed (Category I) is teken as the
basis for the relative standing. For the units listed, the number of aircraft
probdably destroyed (Category II) is also shown.

Ce It should be noted that the number of planbs shot down does not hecessarily
indicate the relative efficiency of units, since some unlts are fortunate to
engage many more targets than others.

de There is & tie for'the twentieth place on this list and both units are
listedo .

€. Relative standings to include claims processed up to 6 February 1945:

Present Total Days Confirmed Claims

Unit Assignment Operational Cat I Cat 11

116 AAA Gun Bn (M) First Army 245 67 13
*411 AAA Gun Bn (M) Third Army 241 46 11
*%445th AAA AW Bn (M) First Army 206 43 12
474 -AAA AW Bn (SP) First Afmy 246 38 3L
103 AAA AW Bn (M) - Firet Army 240 35 8
#453 AAA AW Bn (M) Ninth Army 234 ' 313 5
*456 AAA AW Bn (M) Third Army 220 30% 15
535 AAA AW Bn (M) ' Firgst Army 246 30 6
460 AL AW Bn (M) First Army 238 30 5
*4p3 AML AW Bn (M) Seventh Army 87(under 12 AG) 30 5
455 AAA AW Bn (M) Third Army 210 263 15
*217 AAA Gun Bn (M) Third Army 224 261 9
*489 AAA AW Bn (SP) Third Army 206 26% 1
486 AAA AW Bn (SP) First Army 229 26 13
376 AAA AW Bn (M) First Amy 240 25 14
¥115 AAA Gun Bn (M) Third Army 238 25 11
*120 AAA Gun Bn (M) Third Army 235 25 8
**x473 AAA AW Bn (SP) Ninth Army 208 24 17
110 AAA Gun Bn (M) First Army 245 23 29
$#531 AAA AW Bn (M) Ninth Army 236 213 19
461 AM AW Bn (M) First Army 287 21% 9

Claims acquired in Army to which now assigned except as 1ndicated below?’

* Claims acquired in First and Third-iArm

*x -0laims acquired in First, Third, and N N ;
# Claims acyuired in First Army;

## Claims acyuired in First and Ninth Armied,

w.;
o
—t
vy
&y



8. Subject: "Battin
( SECRET k
Source Headgnarters IX Air

firing at Flying Bombs

BEth AAL Brigade.

. RN
8, As a matter of interest, Head&uarters 56th AAA Brigade computes and pub-
lishes each week the DIVER batting average for the various gun batteries. A4s
in professional baseball, the Aaverages will be based upon 'hits per time at
bat," that is, the number of allowed claims per autherized engagement,

be The analogy will be consistent, Allowed claims are the hits, whether they
be fluky scratch hits or home runs, (Claims Cat 4 or Cat B), The allowed claims
are token from the S-2 DIVER Report, 'Claims are not allowed on flankers, that
is, those DIVERS not headed for the VA'(the circle 7,500 yds in radius), -Also,
the claims based on unauthorized engagements (out of engagement sector) are not
used in computing the batting averages, The authorized engagements are the
number of timés atbat; & DIVER that passes by unengaged but still over the
plate (in the engagement sector) is a called strike-out. No times at bat is
considered for authorized preventive maintenance (base on balls), or legitimate
emergencies (hit by pitched ball)

ce As in baseball the umpireh decision is f1nal. Decisions must be made on
close plays and the umpire will call the play as he sees it, -As the enemy will
not cooperate to the extent of holding up his DIVER attack, the game can neilther
be delayed, postponed, nor "called off" because nf alleged poor Judgment on
close plays, In extreme cases, the Protest Rule can be invoked and decision
reconsidered, '

d. The batting averages are not considered an index of efficiency, for, as in
baseball, luck is very important. The possibility of a slump is recognizeds
Of coursey hitting streeks are preferred. .

€, The post week has fattened the batting average of most clubse Apparently
a lot of "sucker~pitches" came over and our batting eyes have improved, A few
"dusters" also ceme.overs, "D" of 405th Bn reported two very close ones. "D

of 494th leads the pack for the second week with a healthy 538 average, 100
Points better than last week, "B" of 184th again leads in total hits with 38,
"AM and "B" of 136th Bn are dark horses, They have been moved into the clean-up
position and we understand that they are now going to bat from both sides of the
plate (pitches from North and NE), Some new material has come up from the
minors recently and we expect them to break into the lineup soon, The enemy is
reported to have a new find—a pitcher with an unusual side arm delivery (from
the' north) . '

f, The ~verages for th@ pe’riod 200600“ Janumry b ‘@B@ﬁqo February 1945 are Lie-
listed below. A TN X
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UNIT AUTHORIZED .
~  ENGAGEMENTS ALIOWED CLATMS - BAPTING AVERAGES ° LAS’" WEEK'S
3n__ Btry (Times at Bat) (Hits) TO DATE STANDINGS
494 D .52 28 538 1 »438
494 A 46 23 . 500 9 «333
605 © 60 28 . 467 5 1368
495 'C 53 24 .455 8 " o348
184 B 71 32 452 8 0348
494 3B 46 20 . 435 17 0154
495 D B3 23 434 2 W 438
605 A 60 26 . 433 11 «280
184 3B 93 38 . 408 4 +376
184 ¢© 89 36. « 405 9 +333
136 A 50 20 »400 3 . « 400
184 A 83 33 .398 10 .308
494 C . 45 17 .378 15 »200
495 B 56 20 357 12 363
136 © 37 13 ,352 6 o357
605 D 60 ' 20 . 333 12 o263
136 . B 49 16 . 327 15 « 200
495 A Bl 16 .314 7 +353
136 D 36 11 « 306 17 154
605 B 63 19 «302 14 .218
740 D 31 9 «290 , 3 + 400
405 A 57 15 0264 9 333
740 A 32 8 « 250 : 9 o333
405 B 60 14 0234 9 333
405 D “52 11 ,212 18 077
405 C 52 9 .173 15 L167
740 C 25 . 4 160 . 9 4333
740 B 32 5 L1187 13 0222

9, Subject: Backsighting Techniyue (UNCLASSIFIED)
Source ¢ Office of Theater AA Officer, Headeuarters Furopean T of Opns,

a, Backsighting & gun on a director can be easily, quickly, and accurately
accomplighed as shown below, First be sure, however, that the gun is level, A
the gun level vials may be out of adjustment, check for level with a gunner‘s
quadrant, The following are the steps in backsighting:

(1) With breech block open, roughly boresizht gun on director or tracking hea
azimuth telescope. Bt ‘
(2) Traverse director or tracklng ‘head until the Aapproximate center of the
open breech of the gun can be seen through thé azlmuth telescope.

(3) Close breech block, remove firing mechanism, and aff1x vertical cross had:
to gun muzzles

(4) From the director have the gun traversed until this vertlcal cross hair
appears superimposed over the firing pin holé in the breech block when looking
through the director or tracker telescope(2a light or white ‘background behind t¥
breech may be necéssary). If the agzimuth telescope cross hair is kept a few m!
to one slde of the fun muzzle cross hair during this step. the two cross hairs
will not be confused See d1iﬁ;am on next page.

p 10
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. Azimuth scope crosshair

- Gun muzzle

View thru —- Gun muzzle.crosshair

azimuth scope
after step #4.

- Piring pin hole in
breechblock

(5) Traversé director until azimuth telescope cross "hair appears to coincige.
with gun muzzle cross hair, - -
(6) Read present szimuth dial of director or tracking head, Set this reading,
,l_ 3200 mils, £ calibr2tion correction, on gun azimuth indicator regulator,

b, It is_assumed that the director or tracking head is itself oriented proper
No error will be introduced due to the offset of the azimuth telescope from the
center of the director or tracking head. This is a common misconceptione The:
ermor introduced by moving the director as described in step No 5 will be
negligible, .

Ce This also forms a very conveniént method for a battery officer to check ti
orientation of all the guns in his battery with a minlmum dependence on other
personnel,

II1I, EqUIPMENT. ,
10, Subject: Preventive Maintenance on Transfer Valve Assembly, 90mm Gun
' (UNCLASSIF IED)

Source : Office of Theater A4 Offlce g European T of Opns,

8, 0il seals in the ¢ @s&‘er %ﬁve?asg‘@\bﬁ,ls( exdontrol System M25

of ten leak when there i Eérgssurf; 1nk‘th&i~% ic” éystem. P L
» ﬂl 'l’fr - -

Y. Scratches 1in o1l seals or packing will result in oil leaks., The sci-atche

are mostly caused by careless installation or removal in that sharp edges and,

grit on the shaft chamfer break or scratch the sea.l, thereby redming 1ts

effectiveness, (wuoted from App.II, page 108,. Ordnance School Text, OS 9\—51,

Nov 1942,)
- 15 =~



" WASHER

OIL PORT
(FROM "Am END)

TRANSFER VALVE ASSEMBLY
(UPPER END, SECTIONAL VIEW)

Cs Scratches in the o1l seal can also be caused by depressing the transfer
valve when the exposed part directly under the valve is scratched or dirty., Thi
part of the transfer valve should be kept free from dirt, grit, dburrs, and rust.

011 seal leakage can be forestalled by proper preventive maintenance, :

ok ok ok ok ok Kk ok ok ok

By command of General EISENHOWER:

o e

R, B. IOVETT,
Brigzdier General, US Armys
Adjutant General,
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