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aFidee o AY NOVe l’ 1944 Lo TUL DAY hkuve 7 lvad.
LU, IUNg  LARS.ILLE FE. NCE

ThUu 53 lio attaenments, . .
ACiIUN: En wrs sotive in drawing of weapons, tunss and vehlcles end iIn
orforming neeessary work tc srrive at 1/0 strensthe  LWO GARYyS

were used in the firing of all tank and small zrms weapons.
TAT equipment was trensported from dogk to blvouac -rea where
nececsary items were obtailned and talence prep red for storage.

FBDVASDAY NOV, &, 1944

LUCATION: MARS:oILe FER:XKCE.

TRCLLES, - NC Ghange.

Action: lst tr:in ocommandec by C:rt Hammors depurted from Canet for &
forwcrd staging area in rortioux la Vererrlie. %Hsl.-noe of bn
prepared for thelr movement to same locatlion.

TH RKSL Y NuVe 9, 1944,

LUSAT IUN: b +h&LIbne FhOIC.
TRuourS: ko chenge,
Aotlony 2nd tr:in commanded by Major i:ngland departed from Canet for a

forward stsaging area in iortioux, Balsnece of im continued thelr
prerasation for later move,

FRIDAY NKCOV. 10, 16:4.

LOC#[IUN: »AnS.ILLE rR:NCE

TROCrS?3 YO CEANI:,

ACTION: 3rd traln commanded by Major wilson departed from Septmes for
rortioux and baiance of Bn (wheeled vehicles) prepared for road
march to same location. Personnel spent dey poliecing of present
tivouac ares.

Slt\u‘d‘y NOV., ll’ 19<4,

LOCATION: MARSEILLc. FRANCE AND ERROUTE TO POLRTLCUX

TRUUESS NO CHANGL.

AGTION: Bn sonsisting of all wheeled vehicles departed from Mmarseille
for road march (motor) to viocinity Portioux la Vererrie at 0730,
Une offloer and vehicle with personnel remained to see that sreca
was properly evacuated, GOonvoy made rapid progress and arrived
at Valance -t =zpecified time where men were quartered and refueling
of vehlcles was ascomplished.

SUNDAY NOV, 12, 1944.

LUCATION: MABARGCE, FRANCE AND :NKOUTE,.

ThOL P83 NO CHANGL.,

ACTIONS At 0730 convoy continedd mareh., Discipline on rosd, excellent.
Convoy arrived at Djon at 1800 and was bivouaced for the night st
a regular eonvoy bivousc perk., kefueling was ascomplished snd men
prepared for the night.

KONLCAY NOV 13, 1944.

LOCATION: DJON AND ¢RROUTE TO DESTIKATION.

TROO}S: NGO CHARGE, 4

ACTION? At 0730 convoy oontinued march under adverse weather conditions.
Snow having f.llen during the night. trogress was slow but hesd of
column resched guide point at appointed time. 7The Bn C.0. d osed
into bivouac area at viclnity of Portioux where bmlance of Pn which

had preceeded motor convoy was set up. All vehiocles in column
arrived a4t destination.
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N CHLY RolCRT CONTINUzD.
LG ATICK: FORTIGUX LA Vel b Ik

PRAIUNI RN & -X0 SBANCL.

AT LN On CP and messs;e center wus set up and Bn immediately begaln
maintenange of weapons &nd vehicles: completion of drewing of
were made. Lklring .as conducted for those tanks which had n-t
previously done so. All vshicles were completely stowed for

ocombat, TAT equipment was loaded for = torag- end personil equipment

of duBfel bsgs and one barracks bag was stored. At 220C the Bn
received alert orders prepared to move on 4 hours notice. /it 060U
following morming, no word was received and bn rem:.ined in precent
location '

SATURDAY KOV 18, Sunday NOV 10, 1944,

LOCATI ON: FORTIUUX LA ViEBRRIE,

TROCPS 1 4&th minus C : , .

ACTION : The Pn remaindd on the slert for further movement orders., C48
wes sattasched to 62nd and moved out Sunday. The Bn minus continued
minor preparations for movement &and held tiiemmelves on &lert

MOND AY NGOV, 20, 1944. .

LOCATION: rORTIVUX and viecinity OT. k=NY.’

TROOPS' 48 (‘), A‘GB. 1‘0‘125, 3"3-94’155000

ACTIONs At 1400, the Bn wlth attuchments moved from pre:zent locaticn tc
the vieinity of St. Hemy where the coiurn wes lhalted due to troons
in front heving becen delayed., At derk, oriers wcre to remaln In
column on the road for the night. Treins wsre bro.glt up «d
refueling was accomplished.

Sueaday NOV. 21, 1944,

LOCATIONs Vicinity St, nemy, hambervillera, Baccarat,

Troops: No Change.

Action: Bn remainded in rlsce until orders from CJA at ap:rox 130C
ordered our move (sec overlsy #1l). at ap:rox 0200 in tne morning
colurm holted in vienity of Blamont and remained f-r bzi-nce cf

: the night,

WEDN_SDAY NCV. 22, luéd,

LUCATIUN: Vicinity Blamont, Leffrimbolle,

TROCPSL Ro JChriange.

Aotlion: The tn continued 1ts scv:noe micetling licht resistance in lcim
of road blocks and after clearinyg them out, sontinme: to tie

- villepe of Laffrinbolle where Cr wes lucrted [or the ni ht.

THUERSDAY NCV. 2%, 1944,

LCCATION: Vieclnity of Abres:hviller.

TRGCES: NU CHAKGL,

ACTICN: At C70C the Bn and attadhmente moved from Laffrimboile ont_nu-
ing 1its advence thru the rount-in road encountering more ro:ud
blocks snd in addition machine gun rnd sniper fire, after briefl
delays while rosd blooks were clerred tire 9n hsited on tr.: 10&d
and refuelln, and resup ly was uccouiyllshed. Op wes lccited cn
tie road for the night.

LOCATION: Vicinity Grasndfontaine.

ThUuUFS: Ko chrnge, '

ACTIOR: Advonce © 8 continued and met neavier reslst noe in rocsd clocks
defended by ncevy {ire by ¥+ and u&zooka's, Eriel stco . ¢ rmieds
at farm house -nd then Cp mcved on stopiing at tomporsry

< for Ammo :nd gusoline. veveral ;riesmners were toen ot Lilz
ggintflAt 10\373 and tralns moved up :nd Joined column w re
up.ly wes eftzeted vnd column r smnined for nisht on roads
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ACTIUM:

Srindfontsine, Shirmeci.

LO chitnge, '

st 10ul tie column moved forwurd after passage wus made over
portion of road which rad been blown. hLeslzta-ce was enc untere
ed along tihy route and snipe: (ir: encountered in small villages.
At 1507 the advare e guard entered the outsx<irts of “hirmeck

and after clearing the houses of snipers, the CF was brought
forward with the trasins and refueling and reswujly was lnmed=-
lately sterted., Contsct was made at this junction with the
103rd. A few nrisoners were taken and additionsl sn.pers clear-
ed from rnouses. Security wss get up and the Bn nlus attachments
remained here for the night,.

SUNDAY NOV.26, 1944.

LUCATIUH S
iFOCES, 3
ACT ICH @

“hirmecl.

lio vhange.

At UBl t:e column moved into S“hirmeck o .trosting the village
and maint ~nanee wa: immedlstely vezun on allve! icles =nd
wsapons., Cirw:s set up in a Chasesu. At sbout 17.0, orders
were received to move out; after preparaticns were made and
the ccrmend haltf~-treck had moved to head of e¢olumn, orders
were ¢ =n;ed snd persornel returned to Chutemu whero Cf w's
a;;sin set up for the night. rlans were dr-wn or next day's
operutions.

MuUNDAY NW 27, 1944.

LUCAHTICN:
ThQprS:
\CTION:

TULSDPY "GV
LCGOAT ION:

1 KOGYE
Action:

BEDNE<DAY KOV 29, 1% 4.

LOCATION:
TROOKS
ACtion - ¢

R ora

vie: Valeff and belstratzheim.
Add 69th AFA.

it OutC hesd of column crossed IF and sdvanced 'to.srd Obernai
thense to vichlity of Valeff shere Bn aceln mot’ nesavy resistance
of hesvily protected road bleeks snd srtillery kiro. Af ter
several confliots, Bn withdrew to vicAnity of Mdistratzheim
here Cp wns set up in village and outposted for night.

28, 1¢44,

ViC: BARR

No change

Bn moved toward Obernsi and ® ntinued cdwance tewsrd Barr.
Light resistsnce wn: éncountered slomg the route ¢onsisting of
defended road blocks send bsgooka fire. Upon rea Barr
well concerled AT guns opened fire an our tanks§ fnflicting
great loss in men and equipment. AT's were prg ted by small
arms fire and bazooka fire., Um eonteeting the 0, with his
suthority the Bn regr.uped ocutside th village 3F Berr abd .n
completion of same, -ithdrew to Bo sviller where CP was s et
up in a school house &nd the vxlh outpou 64 snd seaurity
get up. JIhe Bn CO was seriously in and 'b immediately
replased by Div on this date.

VIC: BARhR t‘ .

Ko chsn; €.
Ageln the Bn advanced toward Barrj pas t through Beili enstein

and after being held up for road blosks ind very lignt
resistance Barr was entered a nd ocutposted, The AT guns and their
protection had withdrawn and only slight: 'nipor fire was found,
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UATEk: December 1, , 1944,

PLACL: Vicinlity rndleau, fherwiller.

Troops: 48 (-) 2-62, B-94.

Aetion: PGS from ClA csl:ed for orders to continue the adv nce to the
Celestat erea st Ucld,

Trre Bn S0 issued the orsl fi<14 order for his troons to contlnue the
attack on Selestat and at C:i7L the Bnand sttached uniis moved out,

The CF closed at /indleau snd orend on the road maintsinin. ontact v ith
the : “vance juard and keeping bl her hesdcusrters nosted as to cur
progress.

Rosd blocks were ~ncountered shortly after crossing: the [0 but were
dispogsed of und tnen at 1035 the advance =lementrs eiccuntered fire of .
large caliber but no casuallitles were involved., 7Tie column nlso

located seversl mines in the road end the ingineers were cilled to clenr
them,

In the lgte afternocn nicher nesdqguarters instructed oiar CL not to arosg
the line east est "cherwililli-rsheim., 1ihis was coanlled wlitiy d «t iz
point our hen made contret with friendly troops in this vienilty.

The CF was advised that “herwlller still w-- not completely routed of
the enemy but would sdvise us w en to move the trains and las shead,

At 2030 the C! cloc d irnto “herwlller and ¥as et up, All commanles
rejorted closing in to the town and securlty we-s imuedistely inctituted.
Nessapge waeg serit to CCA thnt the Bn nlus settac. ments was clcsed In end
resup; ly and refueling accomplished,

DATE: ODecewmber 2, 3, 1944,

}i.ACkt Sherwiller, rrance,

" Troops: No Change.

Action: hLecelving no orders from higher hesdguaarters ss tc continulng
the advenoce on “elestat, the Bnr emalned in .ner.iller ¢ nductling «ain-
tenance and cleaning of wenrons and vehlcles,

vutposts were mulntnined uring the day snd night in the e -ent cf a
counterettack., L[oute reccnnerissance was made to the south for »~esslide
routes of advance and contact wns still msintalned «1th the frlernily
trocpe 1ln our area,

At 1600, 3 Dec, The Bn CO received orders tc nrocecd from our r<sené
location to the town of kelsheim for the purpose of rec rouplng snd
reorganizing. The route of march was provided by <. A and cverlay wers
immediately made and the ~ompany comann ers werc C lled gt which ti:re
Bn CO missued the march order,

IF time was 1700 sand the leading elements proccded to our .aertinatliomn.
Blaokout was enforced but Ariving lichts could be used on 3n orvrder,

Oour original area was in the vicinity of “oehfelden but thru some ‘
misunderstanding our town wes ohanged the last mimite to Lelshedm : nd
consequently the Bn did not elose until 0400, morning of the <th,

- —
QeNeFoleD-L=N-T=I-A-L



DATEt Deeember 4,5, . _44. ' -~
PLACE: Melsheim, Prance,
iroopss 48th, 3-C-125, .
Action: On orders of the Bn commander, continued maintenance of vehicles
and weapons were begun. In addition all &resws were instructed to sandbag
their tanks for additional sesurity against enemy tank and bagooka fire. -
Trains were brought forward and s cemplete resupply was oompleted. ,
Bn maintenance was also brought forward and began such work as their = _
eahelon called feor, ' ‘ e T @
Duffle bags were salso brought forward by Service Co and men were
inatructed to get such clothing and incidentials as they deemed usadle
from the bags before returning them. :
No movement orders were received from CCA but the Bn was placed on a four
hour alert at which time they were to bde prepared to move in any direction

" or such mission as it was called upon.’ :

DATE: December 6, 1944. '

PLACE: Melsheim, PFrance,

Troops: No change. , .
Aotion: Little activity was ocarried on to-day. OChurch services were
arranged for both Catholie and Protestant in the afternoon. These
services were a memorial in tribute to the men lost in action at Barr
and past engagements.

In the evening movies were attempted to bé¢ whown but diffaculty with the
sound mechinism warranted another showing the following day. X
Company ¢ ommancers meeting was held at 1800 and the Bn CO disousaed
several points with his officers, .

The Ln officer brought orders from his headquarters that the Bn was
reverting to CCB effective today, ~

) PLACE: Xelsheim, France, :

: Troopss 48th only. :

Action: For the amkt four days mentioned above continued mantedance

of weapons and vehicles were ocarried on. Sand bagging was oompleted on

most all vehicles. Personnel continued the cleaning of cloths and

' themselves, Showers were provided for them at Hodhfelden and schedules

! were provided for trrnsportation of all men dedsring to go.
Sunday, church services were held for both Catholic and Protestsnt and
& good attendance was soorded the chaplain,
One enlisted man, Frivate Schmidt of company C was accidently shot and
killed by one of his buddies. As per SOP an investigation was immediately -
begun and a board appointed. :
Company commanders meetin s were held each night and general subjects
discussed to the CC's, _ '
Division notified us that the General would :rrive early in the morning
to decorate Sgt Coprini for recoghition at Barr,

DATE: Deocember 11, 1944,

FLACE: Aelsheim, France.

TROOPSL 48 (=) Al9, 2Bl25, 2D64.
Action:




3

- - -

ACTION: At (830 the ommanding OGeneral, l4th Ar. .red Division and

his chilef of staff arrived at our headquarters to conduct a brief
ceremony and pin the Bronze Star on Sgt Comprini for his meritous
service at Barr France, The 48th staff were especially proud in thot
this decoration was the first in the division. In front of Bn Hq and
befors the men of company D, Lt. Col. Stephens read the General Orders
published by their Hqs and then Ceneral Smith steped forward and prouvdly
pinned the medal on Sgt Comprini. :

At the eompnay commnanders meeting plans were discussed and orders issued
for the harrassing mission or deception movement ordered by CCB.

This eonsisted of a few tanks from the line companys to move out at dusk
to designated towns east of Hochfelden., Thelr mission was to move up
and down the streets beginning at ap roximately 2000 thereby giving

the impression of a large vehiocle mov ement or sup ly train., 7This

Youse was also carried out by wheeled vehicles also. The Bn half-track
moved out with the tanks and locsted in one of the villa-es with th-~
mission of sending out dummy messages to our ; latoons creating another
impression of companies reporting in as closing in and resup;ly completed,
At the break of dawn allv ehicles returned to lelsheim ,

DATE: December 12, 1944

Place: Melsheim, France,

Troops: No change. '

Aotion: FC#2 CCB gave the CC the m.ssion of moving north east to
counter any enemy thrust coming from the north ocetween Ha_enau snd

the 103 Div boundary.

The Bn was placed on one hour alert and at. 0700 sll vehicles were
ready to move on momentes notice, The Bn 70 had issued the march corder
previcusly and also order of march. The bn remained in this positlon
all dsy but no orders arrived.

.The IG arrived at noon and gquarters were set up that he mi-ht Iinterview

any man who cared to call on him,

The Ln O then brought informstion that we would not move until possibly
the following day.

At 180C the Bn 'rder:-4d e meeting of all officers In the battslion which
was a closed meeting; the discussion not being known,

DATE: December, 13, 1944,

Place: )Melsheim and vicinity Haguenau,

Troops: No change,

Aotion: Bn was placed on one hour &lert last uight asnd approximately
0100 received orders to move out at 0230, Company comrianders wele
oalled at 0130 and the meroh order was issued., At 5220 tae advrnce
elements moved out under lights and the followirgz units moving out by
liasion. Blackout was put into effect at Monnernheim. *“he column

began the march througli the Haguenau forest and at dayoreak the column
was halted because of congested traffic and one way bridge. The CF
remained all morn.ng on the rcad in the forest and at about 13C0 began
to move by bounds slowly ocu: of the forest thru - urbourg thience east

to Neliderbetsdorf wnere the Cr was est:-blished. Tle Bn :losed in ut
1800, No action was encountered during the da=y and no enemy sighted,
Security was put out and mesessge that the Bn nad closed was sent tc 2.B.
The Bn CO called & compan; commanders meeting and lssued the merch order
for the following day. No orders were recelved for the follicving day.

—
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OrTer  December 14, 1944,

Flasce: Neildervetschdorf, rfrance.

ircops: No ochange.

Action: The misslion we are now in the process of carrying out is to
continue our advance cn Salmbach to clear the enemy of this vicaRity,

At 0130 our infantry was ordered to revert to its parent unit for the day
and his outposts were assumbd by B Co.

The Bn was prepared to continue its assault but movement orders had not
as yot been received until the Ln O arrived et 1100 to advise the CO

to move out at 1245, Advance elements proceded thru Hatten, Buhl,
Croettsviller end on tovards Salmbadh, Enemy resistance was encountered
near the objective and and after severe fighting by the infantry and
under intense enemy artillery the sdvance guard entered the town of
Salmbach and clesred it of snipers and drove the enemy beck, The

Cp was set up also under fire of enemy artillery and security put out,.
Trains, B, D % Hq Co set up their CP in Oberlauterbach - .

A German deserter was found hiding in the house where our CP wes establishe
ed anc after continued gquestioning was released,

DATE: December 15, 1944,

I'l oce: Cslmbach, France,

Troops: HNo change.

Action: The town of Salmbach received hesvy artillery fire ail during
the nizht but no casuslities werc reported, .

During the day our guns pounded the villages of Schaldt, Breckenfield and
¥infleld, (ur gutpost received machine gun fire from the north and
reports revealed that German petrols were evident in the wodds ‘o the
aorth. Ceversl prisoners were taken and some killed, The prisoners
were cuestioned and then sent back to the PW colleotion point,

Bn CO had nis commanders in at 1800 and plens for continued outpost

and patrol duty were set up.

DATE: December 16, 1744,
Plaece: Salmbach, France.

Troops: No change.
Aotion: Little action was received today. Ossssional srtillery was

received and countered with our tanks and ssssult guns,.
¥o new orders were received from higher headquarters and so ‘he Bn
continued to masintain their outposts and patrels.

" Additional patrols were organigzed to recomnoiter and scout the woods to-

the north in an effort to obteain all information they coulds
The assault guns were set up in Segan snd continued their indirest fire

on the towns to our north. .

DATE December 17, 1944.
Flace: Salmbach, France.

8t No ¢ch L 1Y . .
3::g:na Tgo a?gﬁltlon rexsined the same. AS noon orders were received

t four patrols north from Salmbach to resconnciter the woods
t:naoﬁgpgzuegéul goar Sehaidt as possible in an effort te find cut what

' or obstsoles were confronting us in the event of an attack
::.:;:.2:;thf The patrols moved out on fomr different routes st 1500

and reporsed on the hour of thelr progress. Several prisoners vere
sent hzck'by the patrols and questioned yqufpvlgnding them to the PW

point
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DaTile tece ber 1o, 1t
rluce: _n.-vacn, Jr&acCe,

iroops: No carnge. .

Actlont The Hn was pall a vislt by the CU of S0b snd “iccussed the
ssituation with tre In CG.
Little aotivity was recorced during the day and at 1400 the usual
patrols depsrted for continued reconnalssance of the woods to too north.
Patrols reported by phrce llnes of th~ir progress and one of them
encountcred a few road blocks but no -vidence of them bein; Jdefended,
Two of the four ro tes were found fevor:ble for medium tunk movermént.
Enemy patrols were =ight=d heading towards Sslrbsch; no doubt =ith
the sume purpose as our patrols. Our natrols did not engage tuem but
di1d receive machine sun fire. Koo asuallities were reported.
Oreenebaume task force reported evidence of mines in ronds and aisc
booby traps; the orce also enorted pill boxes in "h- i1 locaiity.
Our assault guns s#nn tanks were =till in rosition icr iraliczeil five
and several missions were fiied,

Friendly planes were sighted and it wae reported they -c1e on bor.ving
and etrafing mission over Gerr.any., ,

Outposts were cautloned to be on the slert for enemy inriltration,
Severnl nromotions of officers in higher headquurters,

(¥ajor Lucas to It Col).

DATL: December 19, 1544,
Flece: Salmbeoch, France
Troops: 4& (=) A=088, B=94 (~) 1lCl2%8.
hotiont ‘lToday the B: passed from the control of J:!3 to Zla.
he w-re srdered to move to the vicinlty »f lchw ishofen v th the misslon
of rellieving the 25th Tank Bn. 1 ‘eilr pcsiticon was at Lapcw.yer.
The BEn CO and company commanders departec at 0700 to cortact tre O
of the z5th to gather all information necesssry preruratory to nmcving
the 3n in place,
at 1115 the G-3 issued the march order and the 2u cloced thelr Ji
in Salmbaoh and opened ur on the rosad,
Eaoh conpany went into position sand the 25th meving out 1 “iviiaaily.
B Go reverted to CCA reserve, and the trrins usnd .« o remalned in
Sehwelghofen and the balance of the Bn moved to :iapsweyer wiizre 4 U0
and infentry outposted our sector. fThe forwari (I closed In w«t 1700
and platoons ported aa securlty and U Jo outpoatie  the G o the Inlontry
digging in. These two towns are both in 7enmany snd th:e ‘cr ar! O}
approximately 1000 yards from the Slegfred Line.
The assault guns were oridered 1ln position in ithe vicinity of the wosr
OF rezdy to fire on ocall. Intense artiilery fire was reccive-d on
movement to ocur pcsltions, All cerosasrcads and 1l::.d nriks - ero zeroed
in with enemy artillery.
Patrols were lmmedlately estublished to probe the Lin: in an eficort
th obtain information of 1its constructlons and delence,

The mortars were set up in position in the vicinity or the 'ear Ct
but the following day were moved forward end ass!,ned ncw positions.
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DATL: Deo:-mber 2C,, 1544,

FL/Cl: Frapswsyer, Cermany.

ircops: No change, :

Action: At 0800 the sup orting srtillery, tank guns and A/G's

. began firing direct and indire¢t towerds the Siegfred line, Seversal
pill boxes were sighted and taken under fire. Intermittant ecunter

fire was received, One 155 was breught up to fire dirvect as various,

pill boxes, This was alsc sountered with ensmy &rtillery. "
Patrols were agsin sent out to ressrinciter the line, ‘

The Outposta of the town was a 24hdur affair and troops were
alternated to relieve the men for a short rest. : '

The germane usually countered with their guns at any movement of tanks

or heavy vehicles as all oross roads and possidble OP's were zeroed in.-
Platoons were resupplyed at night dy a tank with the supplies on the
rear. This drew fire but no casueclities were reported

Patrolas which were sent out at dusk usually reported in at midnight

giving & narrative of their findings which was immediately 1eported

to higher headquarters.

In the efternoon the GG of the 1l4th paid our CP a short visit

getting a slant on the situation,

DATE: December 21, 1044, ‘

PLACh: Kapsweyer, Germany. '

TRCGUPS: B94 reverted to parent unit

Action: At 0730 our guns again opened up with heavy concentrstions

on the german 1line. This was as usual courtered with light mortar fire
end artiliery. During the day little action was reported other than
the light fire received at any movement of our vehieles,

During the day the CP was visited by the Co CGA and operations
duscussed with the Pn CQ.

Shellrep was instituted which was a routine report ocslled in to GG
on all shelling received in our area. Tims, direction, number of
rounds, type of fire and coordinates were to be reported. From
this prceedure, 1t was believed that some guns were sllenced by
possible pinpointing the guns. FPatrols were again rent cut at dark
and both reported in at midnight with no new information.

DATE: December 22, 1844.

~ Fldoe: No Change.

Troops; No Change, .

Aotion: At 0800 our artillery and mortars again opened up on the
enemy and counter fire was returned.

New Oi''s were estcblished and commnications set up.

At noon we were informed thst our Bn plus attsshments wes to be
relieved by the 215 Inf Fregt. This was to be coorlinsted by the CO's
of units involved. 5o during thé day the CO of the 315 errived at
the CP to get the detalls from our CO.

Today several changes were made in the Staff., Lt Blom wss releived
as 4/G platoon’'leader and transferred to Service Co., Lt Witt was
made Communication offiger and Lt. Greenebaum was transferred from
D Co to Bn Hq end appointed 3-2,
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rr Sulpep ¢r 'rrived st the JF at 1000 and had with him 5 officer
end 18 enlicted men replacoemearnts,

They were all intervieved by the battelion coriianier end as: i;zu-d
to various companys. A.l companies theun c<lled for their new men
end were taken to their units.

At 2100 the Bn recelived orders to meve the rerr CP and all treops
loe:-ted there to Preuschdcrf. These orders were phoned to thc resr
and & mearech erder issued. at 0030 message was received thet the
rear CF was closing and opening up on the road.,

DATEs December 2%, 1944.

Place! Kapsweyer, Germany, Preuschdorf, France.

Troops: No change.

Astiont At 0800 the forward CP began movement to the reur (‘chve«ipghofen)
and sfter all troops and equipment hed been shuttled the CF closed
and everything was moved to the rear except two rlstoons of A whhch,
remained on outpost until releived by the &1l5 which would be done at
night,

Under ocover of darkness the balance of the Bn mov ed to rreuschdorf
and CP estadblished.

Outpoats were set up for &il avenues of s, roach ard eunch company
agsigned & seotor of respcnsibility.

DATE: Deocember 24, 1944,

Pl- c®t Premschdorf, France,

Troops: 48th (-) A-68,

Action: Reveille at 0800. Trocps immediately bvegan malint.nsuce of
wegspons and vehicles.' Communications were sect up with all coupsnles
and aleso lines to CCA., Administrstive deta:ls ere Liwme'lotcly

set up and functioning began.

" Preparations were mede by various unlits for peclisl Shri.tmas prozra .s

and entertainment. M vies were held in the village c urch &nd

several bags of mail arrived inecluding p ckages =hich boz=ted thc worale
of the men esnd strengthened the Christmas spirit, Clsss VI c-ome in

for the officers and the monthly [X rsation of bteer for the «n isted

men was srranged for, -

Church Services were held for ell personnael by t ¢ Bn churlsin

DATE: December 25, 1¢v44

Plsce: Preuschdorf, Prance.

Troops: No zhenge.

Action: Christmas dey was spent verv ouirtly by ‘he PBn. ten
continued treir maintenansce of vehicles snd vesoone snd &t ncon
everyone enjoyed a gocd turkey dinner with &ll ti s trlimmin: s.
Specigl Church services were held for btoth Cethcliic and frotettoint
and movies were shown at night,

At 1000 & civilien wes brought to ths Ci ont cnrr-tioned 1o -1 ing

the finding of ¢« germen grenade, 'e& ws turned cver to the Li's
and teken to the 45 "iv Kqgs.
Seversl more bags of mall snd packages vere ¢ ceived wy T N

b 5

and distribut~-d to the men. iocst evepyy man (it er 1cecived 4o o Chy o
cr letter and the Zrri-r%t -2 srirlt was penerzlly . xcell -.t.
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1 L0t treuschror!, ‘rence.
Troops: No chanye.
Actleon: At 0800 one¢ helf of officers and selected enlisted men
attended the Adivislon Ssbotague school oonducted by 7th army in
the riethods and uces cf “gbotoars. ‘The other half of the ofilcers
-nd zd 1tion enlil te” men atternded the afternocn class,
Lecture and demenstration was given to all personnel,
buring the dey mern continued the maintenance of wespons and vehicles
and sleanin: up of eloths and equipment was carried out.
25 replaoements were received on the 27th . All men were int: rviewod
by the Bn CO and .after a short talk each man was placed in the
various ocompanies to fill existing T/O's.
Showers were provided for the men at Soults and trucks shuttled
the men who - esired to go.
A s ort training program wes drswn up for the refreshing of the new
men just received in the battellion.
During the morning the hettalion wss plseced on & 2 hour slert and
the bivouas party wags alerted to move out on division order,
The in Off arrived at 1730 with orders to move at 130 to the
vicinity of Drilingen Prance scross the Vocges mountains with the
mis:-ion of reserve in the AV Corps area to back up and repell any
suspected counter-attack in thies area, The bivouss pcrties havin:
moved out, the Bn CC calied the compeny commen’ers and the verbal
irarch order was lssued,
The sdvance guard crossed the 1F at 1830 each company following in
order by maintaining liasison with the preceding unit,
‘The CF closed at 1815 and the march to tho destination was carried
out with no casuslities. PBrief helts were scheduled for maintenance
but most of the units arrived with out using this time,
The CF opened in Drilingen at Z2Z45 with sonme of the other units
heving to billet in nearby towns where security was immediately
set up for &sch town that our ‘tro-ps occupled.

DATE: Deocember 26,30, 31, 1944,
FL Cr: Drilingen, Franoo.

Troops: No change. .
Action: Service o mpany sent for the gas masks on dlvision oraer

as it was lmcwn that German prisoners when cap“ured were currying
theirs. 7This wes purely & preceutionary measurec,
Koute reconnaissance of the raads leading north from our location
was immedietely sent out to bring any rosd information which would
deem nscessary in the ev-nt of a move, This was done on divisén order,
In compliance with CCA TM 46, S-3 drew up plans for & tenk-infantry
ettack cross country. °
The 30th another patrol was sent out with the saeme mission of
reconnoitering roads to the north to repell any counter-attask.
Balance of the day was spengt in lst echelon maintenance and men
sontinuing to remain on the alert for possible movement,
The S~1 and 8-2 and S-4 made trip to rear echelon to conduoct nooos.ary
business and to obtain offlicers pay.
The CO and 8=-3 plus company commanders msde ground recconnaissance
of terrain where tank=inf ntry problem waes to be held. They were
vinitod by the GO OCA 'hilo on thil mission.
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the terrain and roscicle roliding noints rd 5oy comr-niiins rround,
These report- were a-i tlien turned in to C.a.

The laat day of t:~ ~car wrs syent in the town of orililincen

end little activity =g . ported in cur scclor, atvoste rooolned
on the alert contimu«ly throarhout Lhe nirtt,

‘uring tis month of Jegcember two battlel’ield promoilons vere
noted in the sattszlion. 5/Sct Somprini of & Co wnd 1/ -pt Jorrmmeyer
of B Co. Beth men were commiscioned alon, with severai others i the
division in a brief ceremony held in front of dlvi-ion he dguarters,
Both offlcers rre now platocn leaders and dein, #n excellicnt =c>vice
to tnelir country.

- Also during the month of tecerbrr tlhe fcllowing neme o isie” ven

were promoted to grades lndic ted. To Jerge:-nt: Jol Jeeck oo by
Cpl thilip L talanger; rvt .illlam 7. pellmen; vt surry ceseismithg
Cpl Ballsoe L. Cempbell; Cpl ‘harlies A. “alevr; Jol ~wen ro  eellng;

T/6 Louls rilojevieh; Pfc John W fenry; 1fe obert i, €lven;

To Teshniclan fourth grade: /5 Prrry v, “mith; /% Tullsn T craj;

7/6 hobtert J, Jrckson; To Jorrorsl: :fc Jonn L dopkins: ifc *ev-rd

A, Vincent; .vt Eruce . Alicidy ifec Tarlos taulnoles; vt Toies :rice;
Pvt George A, -healcr; .vt J=c¢- 2, Sardineor; ifo Johny o, hlisre g

ffe renneth ke Lreuk; rvt J ok ¢, ‘elnrart; tvt ovard o, fliong

[y

bPvt Harry uv. Greer; vt Arthur ', [ cynlhad; ivt wrrell o 070

To Technic.an fifth grade: ife¢ “ccrye . Ledbhancz; vi orry . @ ornsg
Pfe vernon ', Janssen; ifc .asul F. Van wke; rvt regs vy T, inieory

rvt lkobert J. Wlersema; fvt Iarlton 2, iarurn: :(fco saveond O, ‘rnnids
Ffo hay M. ianton; Ffc rugh 7. runter,

In recognition of wounds recs<ived 1n -otion, tre Foll~ins - ed
men were swarded the Purple Heart in a brief oceremony held ir thre - n
CP at Drilingen: Sgt Leo J. “audette: /4 fngrio ., =tie-lis;
Cpl wilbur nrsmer; Cpl Barry Greer Jr.; Cpl ilmer .., .hipis:
1/6 KHay N. Denton;
These were awarded under Genersal Orders .22, Ho | th Armored Mvi:ion,
dated 15 Deceiiber 1944,
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DATEs Jam 1. 1945.

PLACERs Drulingen, Frence.

TROCPS: A8 (~) 1-C~94, A-88, 2-C-125.

ACTION: To begin the new pear, this Bu after spending several days in s
status of reserve of 15th Corp was alerted bscause of a suspected counter
attack to the north of Urulingen. NO companies were actually alerted to
aove but ligs were notified that orders could be expected at any time,

at 0600 CC A Hqe ealled by phone and alerted us to move on moments
notice to area to be designated. Ln officers were culled and recelived
the sareh ordsr from the Bun CO on his return from nigher headquarters.
4LBth bn marehes to asseably ares vicinity Lorentsen prepared to counterattack
and destrqy several saall groups simultanecusly or large groups of armor
uaing full strength betmeen east boundary XV Corps and larre tiver.

At 1145 the CP clowsed at Irulingen and opened on the road, (march order
and allied papers will be filed »ith log for day).

During the sarch the only activity nmoted was two enemy pl:nes possitly
attempting to strafe the column but were beat off by surrounding AA units
and our own weapons.

The Ba closed n the vicinity of Lorensssn and Hqs set up in town,
Almost on arrival at our asseably area, further orders wers received
that this Bn would be relieved ty the 2nd DB in present area. Ko det iled .
arrangsasnts were spegified on the switch of units but on closing in our >
area company ¢ asanders were called and the plans for sovement and return <

to V13 Corp area were discussed.

Message from CC A by Ln Off advissd this H » that Bn plus attachments
would move on the morning of the 2nd to the vicinity of Ingwiller France
rejoing the lith AD.

The toma of Lorentsen being filled with other trcops, our persomnel
was forced to bivouac in the cutskirts of town to spend the night.

f

DATE: Jamuaxy 2,1945. -

FLACBt Newwiller, !rancs,

TRCOFS:  4LB(-) ~68

ACTION; At 0630 compamy commanders were cslled anc the march order issusd
focr the Bn to march to the vicinity of heidheim rejoining the lith 4D in
this sector. 0912 the CF closed at Lorentzen anu opened up on the road.
After much congestion at a critical crossroxis in Lhe ocutsxirts of town,
in conjunction .ith the moveaent of the 2nd Diy coming ito town, the

Bn and sttached unit moved to their newly assigned area.

During the aarch orders were received that & new mission had been
assigned . 1348 the (P opened in Reidhem and the com;any commsrders were
ismediately called to isaue the new field order. Inhe new amission call=d
for owtposting in the vicinity of Newwiller with ;rewnting the eneay from
infiltration from the woods to the north.

The 43th moved lamediately at 1645 to heumiiler closing there at 2000
whore security and outposts were est .blisned for tnc night.

Y
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JaTi.t January 3, 1945

.LAC&t Newsiller, France.

TRCLi 5 No change.

ACTION; Operations for the day began at U730. {utposts were checked.

At 1000 Major from 45th division called at Cr and claimed we wers in his CF,
The Bn CC contacted higher headquarters of the aixup and was advised they
would contact our division. Major called Corp Hqs (45th div) to definitely
determine his status in the sase. During this discussion, orders were
recsived that this Bn would move immedit aly t0 Heldheim and cutpost the
town and nearty vicinity oecupying adjuesnt \owas with our troops.

The Bn closed the CP at 1245 and proceeded to our mew destination.

7o closed in at 1455 and all outposts set up in each town for all around
security.

Company commanders were called for a brief meeting and briefing of
the iamediate front w:s given. During the discussion, Ln (ff from higher
headquarters at 1930 arrived with information that the division waa
regrouping in the vicinity of Phalsburg and that moveset orders would no
doubt follow. Two possible routes were contemplated on the move ami both
were included in the probable sarch order.

The Chaplain gave out scarfs and sweaters to the co-p;q commanders
for their men through the courteay of the Red Cross.

Inmediately thereafter the staff held a brief meeting after which the
Bn CC held a short discussion with WO's of the Hgs personnel.

Three men arriwd in the nemtime; two from the hospital dnd ons a
reinforcement and wers properly assigned to compary's Wy the CO.

DAT:s  Janusry 4, 1945.
PLACE: Reidheim, France,
SBIECE: No change.
ACTICON; Although the Bn was on the alert for sovemsnt to the vichhity of
Phalsburg where the division conteaplated assembling, no definite orders
were received. (ur ocutposts were maintained and security checked ty >-2.
Several civilians were questioned as to proper passes and their destinations.
At 1235 CCA placed the Bn on a 3} hour alert status and ask for a
training schedule to cover time spent in readiness for future movesent.
The 5~=2 called mesting of orientation offisers and a gensral briefiag
of the fronts were given along with tips on eonducting training and
information which sho::ld be giwen to the troops regarding situations.
At 1830 the company coamaixiers were called and additional owtpost
duties regurding security was given.
S=1 held a short oriemtstion for all aM of bm Hqe plus several
notes of interest to all men.
At 2000 the outposts were checked by the field UD and a repert
subai tted to the bn CO at the close of the day.

DATz: Jamary 5’6' 1945,
PLACE: Reidheim, Framoe.
TROOPSs No change.
ACTION: During the day, the presoribed 'raining was sarried out iy all
companies in compliance with higher heasdquarters.

The -3 mads a foot reconnalssance of suitable terrain for tank-
infamtry deployment as culled for also iy higher headquarters.

-2
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The executive officer attenved . meeting «t Cla at which tiww plans
were given to hia for three ;ossibl: route @ of attack from our present
position. Luring his absence, the Ln Cff from CCA to Liv called at owr i
and di scussed the saze plans with the bn Cu.

At 1800 the company comeanders were called and all three plans were
thoroughly gone over and all were made faalliar with routes and locatlons.
vuring the process of the meeting the higher headquarters alerted our bn
to move on short notice under plan #2. At this point tre Bn LU immediately
issusd his march order and all companies were alerted for the move.

The Ln Off brouzht final infomation on tine of movement and at 2215
the VP at Reldheim was chheed and opened in coluan.

DAT=: Jamgy 7, 1945.

PLACS: Surbourg France.

TROCYSs o8 (-) lc9h’ 2“"9“, A-68.

ACTION: The vicinity of Lurbourg france which was desigm ted in orders
as our C! was occupied at ap roximately O4l5 and security lianeaiately
established. Little rest was obtained uy all personnal as orders from
CCA ordered a rapid reconnaissance of the surrounding terrain to loc:te
ground for a holding force compos d principally of inlantry and artillery
and for tank attack action through the holding force. This zission was
given to our hen platoon and results immeuistely sulmitted to “Ca on
completion of Lhe recoinul ssance.

At 1330 we were ordered to alart one medium tank coajany for
movement to support 3rd kn 315 and A-48 was given this sission; they moved
out at 1400,

A-68 weverted to LCi reserve and 2~C-94 reverted to troop control.

Artillery overlay concentrstions were issued to all unita ana
check points for CP's and reconnaissanse by ith.

The Bn CO was called to meéting of TF ~ahl in Lurbourg to camplete
plans of repelling C/A im our immediate vichnity. No troops of ours
were included in the 17,

Baxer coapany wus ordered to prepare ons platoon of tanxs for defensive
fires on general 1line north south Lurbourg.

A Lo was reverted to 48 control and withdrew to vicinity of :uhlendorf.

DATE: Jenuary 8,9, 1945.
PLACE: Vieinity sSurbourg, France.
TROOFSt 4Bt
ACTION: Little action on the B8th was reported. .everul jlans for the
repelling of a counter attask were drawn up by our -3 and pluns submitted
to CCA for apiroval. Company commanders were called in to fumiliarise
thea with said plans in the svent of committal. at 0555 the Yth CO CCA
ordered the alert of compan; A again, CO and &x of L3th reported to TF
Hqs for further orders.. Following is activities of Lith as written by o-3.

A48 moved to vic hittershcafen at 0930, with aission of assisting
h2nd Inf antry to struighten lines, was reliewed of mission at 1030 and
returned to Kuhlendorf. It wms sent back on same mission at 1330. voapany
Commander amd 5-3 contacted Battalion Commander of i42nd Infantry at Hatten
at 1400 to arrange for assistance. Unknown anumber of tanxs were reported
at that time to be flanking town to south and personnel carriers and tanks
flanking on north. A~.48 bLegan arriving in assembly area east of Hittershofen
at 1“150

-3-
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The Bn CP withdrew to their rear CP in Surbourg for the night wnd
the towmn waes outposted as oririnally preecribed.

‘xbatt of casualities in pcrsonnel and vehicles (mw) is umiertermined
for no accurate could be made.

DAT=z: Janu.xy 11, 1945 ’
FLACZy Surbourg, Vicinity Rittershoffen, Hattem, Prance.
ﬂCOPSt l.Bﬁh, A’“ B—&. ”0.
ACTION: Firece fimin‘ was encountered throughowt the cay ~ith severe
cesuslities dealt the enemy but mot withowt loss of our own men snd vehicles.
MhB being under comtrol of the 68th was in position outside Kuhlendiorf,.
C~i took up their position north of Rittershoffen, B-48 flanking the town
oa the west,

C=48 supported ty B-68 was ordered o launch an attack from their
position north of Rittershoffem and routs the ensmy. before the Jump
off oould b= ssocomplished a strong enemy attack was encountered and
several tanks knocked out. (ur artlllery was called on for direct
support and B-48 was also called on to fumish a section of tanks to
aid the assault. The infantry was pinned down with small arme {ire
and could offer littls resistance. Cur A company took up firing positions
west of the attack to give supporting fires. in late afternocon 68
called for our A which wss attached to them to make contsact with their
Infantry in Rittershoffen. This information was reported to C (o and
they readily ascepted the additional fire power in the assauit.
Iafantry continusd to receive heavy mortar and artillery fire but wus
eoon repelled by our own counter battery. At 1800 orders received {rom
higher head uarters were to pull Bn minus 4 to east edge of Neiderbetschiorf
and A=48 to vidnity of Kuhlenworf, their jrevious location., This was
acoomplished after coordinat ed jlans <ith supporting Infantry dug in
west of Kittershoffen to protect ag-inst a possible breaxthrough. (utposts
were est:blished by b, C, D sach flanxiny Nelder amd all possible
routes of enesy attack., hRear LF resained in Surbourg.

DATZ: J.nuary 12, 1945

tLACert Nelderbetschdorf, France,

CTROC 33 48 (=) A, 5’68’ (=68, 50,

ACTIC¥:  Field order for the following dy wa @ issued: cnemy occupies south
edge of Rittershoffen and unknown parts f{ Hatten, probably hus tan<s

or amti~tank guns at both places, He may 1so huve antitank defcases
south of !latten. Frisndly troo s hold west edge of Hittershoffen and
unknown part of Hatten. Woods south arc jartly ocoupied b friemndly
troope extent to east uniknom. CCA a tac.s at O750 to assist in restoring
main 1R, 43th on right, 68 on left. i ‘th fttacks south edge of Hitrers—
‘hoffen at (U750, bB-68 attached will initiully attack «ith armor in supjort.
A=48 on north of Rittershoffen undier conirol of O8 as yst remi:ined in
their present position being committed only on orders from 3,
Reconnalssance of ths ares and vicinity to be atiacked wnich wus mude

by patrols the night before revealed tn:d enemy strong poims could

be sxypbeted as fire was dr wn froa ed;e of woods omt vicinity of railrond.
Although friendly troops wers suppose to bc occupying #o-us Lo the scuth,
no cont ct had been made s enemy had been repcrted instesd,
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JaTxs  Janu ry liy 19456
rl.zCt  Nheluerbetscidorf, rittershcffen, Hutton, : rancse
TROO ot 43th, l- -68, B-68.
ACTICN: Cperations today consisted ;rimarily oif a uefensive niture with
the purpose of hol iing the ground tanen yesterd.y in Fittershoffen am
retaking thec: s 11 seectors of town lost curin, lust niits counterattack.

B=-4B8 5y in h ul the mission of cutting the .ittershof fen—-Hatten rosd
with fire from jositions southeast of hitier.hoffen. They reached this
position by 1. . it 1110 I’ Co fired on eery in antry efiectively at
southeast edye of town,

D=b8 ag in toox firing ,.ositions slong rijgnt flank of town »ith ,osition
of protective fire,

All elesernts of 1l-A-6B and =68 were re roujed umer the command
of 1st Lt reenc vho resumed missicn of clo.rin, assigned sector of town.

At 1415 a counterattack consisting of tan-s am {nfiitrating iniantry
approached our ;csitions, {ur supporting artillery and direct fire of
B-48 from tholr assigned positions coitained the c unter-attack so that
by 1500 the situation was under control., assallt Cun : lstovon .nu ¥ortar
Platoon, 4 th Ik Hn supported artillery fire on counter-attuacae.

Flen for defense of position were jput into efrect by 1y00.
- Urders svre wlso received 'hat a mine fleld would be luia Ly Lbhe
125th .ngrs across the front of the lith \u sector and the most forward
elgaents. (wverlays froam CC.. were received showing . proximate ioc.tion
of field and this was Jdistrivuted to all comjanles that they aight
iasediutely bscome familiar with the plans.

A brief note from CO CCA comwending the i3th anu supportiiy, tivo;s
was reosived covering the past few duys operations.

Intermittent enemy artiilery was receiv:d in the vicinity of tie
Ba CP on several days and some coming very close shatteriny several
wdows and causing one death and thres casu.lities scross the street
in Hq Co.

The supporting artillery (500) gave excellent cooperations to
all calls for registerations and was fnstrumsntal in repelling several
enemy coumterattacks against ow forces.

DATE: Jwmuary 15, 16, 17, 1945.
FLACDs ld.dorbouchdorf. Rittershof.en, Hatten, France.

TROOPS, 4th, l-a-68, B-68, 500.

ACTICNS: During the mxt tnwo day® the operations consisted partially

of a defensiwe or holding mission. Armor was deplaoyed imto position

in and around tho willage of Rittershoffen .ith the prime aission

of holding the ground which had been taxen and to rejell any eneny

thrusts they aight uadeitake. Dus to the shortage of taniks and personnel

through eneay action this was atout the extent that our troops could

be utilised. bovoral wmeay thrusts were sttem;ted und all rejelled

ky supporting artillery and direct fire fram our tanss. Infurtry were

dug 4in in halding positions but due to their avy casuslty list, their

oombined { roes ( arwor and infuntryd oould not L used otherwise.
Operations of isSth for 17th by »~3: A~43 mowed at <700 to asswutldy

area K Rittershoffen, prvpared to swing N of ..itLershoffen ~ith =315

to capture hi/h gounxi lamediately Nt of Ritter.hoffen. Kission of A-jl5

was changed in early afternmoon to nsist. B=315 in Jdirect asesault on N.

ad of Rit.ershoffen.
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A8 supported uua attackj the uttack reociwd neavy artillery,
mortar, autamstic weapons, and AT fire, Attack was unsuccessful
resulting in one tank disshled in A-A8, A-4{8 was withdrawn at darkness
to assembly areu c¢ast of Kuhleadorf.
B=48 continued to support direetly heolding operationa of 68 and 3-315
in town of Rit ershoffen. (=48 moved to position ¥ of RittershoSfen
to cut Tittershoffen-liatten road by tank fire, encourtered desultory )
enemy [ire, was withdr-wn to assembly area i of Nelderbetschdorf at darkness.
D-4B covered ri -,.\. flanik and rear of bBn umil ~ithidr.wn at darkness
to assembly ares .. of ii-i1derbetschdorf,
Security ana outicsts were immediately established for the night.

UaTiks January 18,19, 1445.

ti ¢t Nelderbetschdorf, ‘ittershoffen, France.

TRCG: ot o Chunge e

AJTICN: Gperations for 13th consisted wainly of belin, .n the alert to
move east to repel any coumter-attack the cmay aight try. A=48 posted
two tanks on the Xuhlenxrf-Rittershqf fen road with uslance of company in
researve b~/8 furnistwd upport on west ed.e of Rittershofi{en to the

315 ad 68 nd C :nd v posted tanks on the Nelderbetschdorf-hiittershof fen
radd -ith the balance of their tunks in reserve all on immediate call

in case of expectad court eratt ack.

(rder:v rece.ved at 1315 fram CC A tOo maxe attack b; fire on north
flank of Rittershofion from 1400 to 1500 »ith 1 platoon =i8. Thease :
orders wore given to =42 CO .nd to the 500 artillery L 1345. The platoon
moved into pouition und began to fire at 1445 and continued to assault

ith fire - until 1515 Fire was pluced on uluis on nurlthwest edyge of
kEittershoffen with H: wnd -FC. H. »as fired on super,uick imto trees
around northwest :dpe of to.n. Cal 3. wae [ired on :pproaches Lo tocwn
ne irto buildings, :ositive ef tets hory to deternine ut severul
buildings were ae:ircsed or burned

some hish velocddly 71 fire was received Ly the ; latoon during the
action. The uei:y wi- ¢ to the inwense artillery {~1loay in plstoon assembly
ares, Thech nge in time was coordinated with the 315 Im:ntry »ho hud
troops in the zone of -mstion.

outposts of tanxs on roads leading from Rittershofien were est:blished
nd contact made by :atr«als each hour during the night,

LATHE January RUy<l, lilde

L:C..: lielderbet:ritaurf, . rance,

TRLG L 4Bth,

LoPl s Little cctivily was noted during the <oth -itic only light srtillery
gna mort L Sirs roc lvodie 'O conti et ith the en 1y 4. mu. @ ~ith our

most Tors ra slesciit se «sle in tne aftern cn the _it & aass culled to CCA
ana on his return o« :u wus informmea thut «e would f‘umiah the re.r gusrd
for ithe entire Liti i in + witharowal throuwh e ‘uemau forest Lo the
vicinity of vintzori-im anere a new - Lk would Le «st. u.iamd.

This movement urker ;. ollle enesy infiltrition wais a -isslon with zr.ve
responsibility ou tix ;. t of the Ln comuuicer., . ftar & thoroug discusslon
Litn staff and i:t.awe , Lo.wing officers of Lie on ; lus attuchecnts needed
fOr the waneuver «crc ¢ .is¢ in anc on all nignt briering was held,.

-8~
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All light vehicle. and maintenance crews and comg. , headuarters begun
the aithdrawal l:tc the ni:ht of the ~0th :mid b, 0500 the 21st n thing but
the armor and Bn ! s were left. Coordinited plans «ith demolition s uads,
infantry and tanks vcre made. Thie ccisisted of preparations for the Lluning
of bridges, trees pr«psred for felling, road tlocks anl the lixe ana the
close coordination t at Infantry and .ngineers woul: ve pic<ed up Ly our
tanks just prior to Lhe time demolitions would be sct off. -

B-48 was under In.antry control and withdrew under their command.

C-48 protecting the n rthing sector near “unlenuorf :itharew thru ..chwalailler.
~ A=L8 protecting the rear of the Bn was initiully assue vled enst of

N iderbetechdorf :::l was the last unit to .itnuras. _-.3 toosn W a ;0sltdon
in vicinity of 3¢ 1tz .d furnished protection . iuct vssitle uvreadthrocuhe
All withdrawal: by cur forces were .closely cocridnstec «itsi the nypinee. s
seeing that no bridges were blown or rvad blocks set u; vefore cur tanrs
had passed such ckftical points.

Bn Hos withdrew by vounds; first & tting up ten orary o: at .cnwatwiiier
for approximustely t:.o hours; then on word from the on o, jroceeded to
the south edge of Surbourg awaiting further orders from bn C. und CCA,
Traffie was con ested .1l .long the route Lhrough the !iageunau forest ana
could have resulted into a .ericus situition lue to the conuitions of the |
roads being extremely slippery had the ensmy had knowledge of thie movement.

#ith the L2th having the situation well in hurd, orders from CCA
came through to Leggin the »ithdrawal of our most r-ar clements; this w.s
accomplished with great success und b late afternovon, our comj nies h d
pulled cut from thelr assigned positions thru the forest nd costinued
to march towards intzeuhadim.

Under the excellent planning and inlellivence uw cool ietertin-:tion
cf our Bn CO.to accomplish this difficult ojerativns, great prulse amust
be bestowed upon him [or the sucoess znd accomi:lishicnt of the wission.

" At 1700 the in Wi cloecd into intzenh-im -nd i1 units had closed
into their respective t-ans with security und cut,.csts inmedd ntaly sot upe

DAT..: Jsmary <<=51, 17456
iLaC:: . intzenh:im, lLup.tsin, France,
TRC ros 47th
ACTICUN: For the :w t tLun days hard work lay anead for the men; maintenance
of weapons and venlclies #us of prime importnce wiw ys .ilth he pessiviiilvy
of alert orders vcin roco . vede In order oi priority units were ordered
to initiste tie follosisw ;rogram: A positive prosr.on to insure ropoir,
aaintenance an: re;l-cc e .t of wea,ons, vehicles un. irdividual clothniny
and equipment. . rmov.de L recreation anc recseldit - btion cro ran for troo s
recently in conb:%. o iaue treodning ol L rt Lion of ruplacenents,
Initiyte tr-dndns ro v satlined fic jr vi s or L8 YEPmOraKaunSe
Administrat:ve tlors Look on & nes z- 5t 'ur G Lie wOr& .or
future ojerations, ‘e i1 tlons, security, comuaunic ti us, training reiuired
by higher hLe.d arters c lled for much poper or. o 0 #cre conctantly
buay aith their autl .
;=48 was a6S: .. « to 62 Inf an:noved wr vr L. i controle
The Zsrd 4 ruviw aas arre ped for wen r-.co v, ., ards . . vieit
by the Commanuirn, .«~neral was annoumced Lo w0 Lhwe cecor ting.
neconnaissa.ce sas Lluwdl tely instituted Ior csoicie roctes of Liv..ce
to the north in the overnt of a move against tuo eneiny. .liurrn Le L us
and routes s pr occribed by CCA aerc recoancitered -uo overiays c.unit ed,

-
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N LY eI ~r QLT On e Cubily o) i Lo tiedr officers
stressing iosort ee .. e Ling o rly ia the =vent f cq, ture.
wOompany cani i, wr. e.eting was held us gever l cints were .iscussed,

~ecurity, commissicnl. ; ¢l -di-tedt men, tridning ¢. einforcenents
and brieflng of thr i--eslate fromts.

‘n the 25th The .a -uved to wupst.-in ~here gunt outs were established
and varicug re - .arbers sot Upe Line cowj diies toos i positions in the
surrcunuing villv. es v« tralnlng ani m.intensnce was countinued.

“ovies and shk-w: wer2 ;rovided for the men.

shower pointy were . stablished uy hi her e w wartors and zll personnel
riven the opportun.ty to sash cloths and general joiicu.

igy 3y a8 uzusl on Lae last duy of the month wdi yuclliities for trie
men to send mone;, :w. ¢ were provided,

ouring the menti: weoverasl promctions asre amsae iu Lre orygsanizati_na:

“fe pnold ! .alth, iy Co to T/5 vgt «m ., ‘ciauley, » O, to L/ st

Lgt Nathan . Igiitz, B Co to T/cgt. :fc James 7 Lusanaul, + o to ugt
vpl stewart .. xclonvilile, i, Co to vgts T,4 lierman + ‘agnuson, =~ Co to ogt

T/5 John + Hunberg i, Lo to Upl T/4 W orgs urccholsni, » Lo Lo . gt.
rf¢ rrankie H Finck, . Lo to 1/5 wpl ilbur J .rawer, » w0, to gt

i fc Thomas L's Ferrell, 1 <o to I/5 i fc Joseph . Jones, » w0, LtO gL
ifc ..tuniey Lo ¥ duk, i .o to T/§ vwpl John 4 -opidine, « vo, to -gt
.fc fiarola H. Luykin, i -0 to T/5 T/9 relix o .1ilssd, . o, w0 1/4
(fc cernara ¥. (detroviog, by oo to bpl  T/5 inlli (e rnelps, o $o, to i/4
tfc HobLy ¢ cemdz, 5 vo o wpl T/5 aul . :il-nton, v Lo, o T/4
¢'vt Harold . .tone, ~ Lo Lo “pl ife dci -e .Taub, v Co0, Lo 1/4

ifec raul fryor, ¢ Lo, to T/5 ivt .cnala . Uenmer, & Lo, to “pl

i fc Thomas G. .mith, - L0, to 7/5 :fc Franklin J. #corane, < vo, to vl
bvt .alter Lester, : Lo, to 1/5 Yt Norman ise 2irman, - Uu, to Upl

i fc Churles - . hedpath, Bn iy, to 1/5 s¥t arl J vaay, A Co, to T/5

rfc arnold «. Geiss, .~ Co, Lo T/5 ‘fc Henry -« uchara<i, v Cc, to 1/5
T/5 tsalme L. .er-ins, w, to i/4 Sgt Jarry Holl, 0 Co, to T/ogt

Ch nyes in otaff ;ersonnel Aere as follows: capt Jaoes U .itt, o-2 who
was wounded in acti..n wi:s replaced by lst Lt, Victor v, Greenebaua.
Ysjor weorge ..  aglany -~ trensferred to the /4th Cav. Ken Uge w8 CC.
His pousition belry L~ -u over b dajor Jumes _U.der. vat A, C. Aingsley
was tr asferr d fro . iv iigs to the position of 5=3. wvwt Jack B. Hammuns,
€ of Hq Lo was 'r .iefvrred to the Ln Uff - ition to CCA from this Hys and
2nd Lt werald volilus r-g appointed Communicions officer.

Award, iosthuwno.sl; of the i'ronie otar -edal was made to o/ugt samuel
e Boyddn for ne olc Lc.ievemsnt in action ncar ionon, -rance 24 hovember 4i.

Award of the .roi.c2 tar Jedul Ly the conmanding Leneral of the lith
wuas made to the folic i . :nlisted men:
~lton C. itoss, D Co; . xrge fd. o888, L LOo; .verett i, Cureman, Co b;
lLloyd . lynch, .erv co; .aym..d U. Yanwaring, cerv Lo; odward R, Halzetti,
~ery Co; Hugh le Lalley, ..erv Lo; Hasmond L. ¥oran, ..erv Co;

imard of the first  «u ~eaf Liusver to tho rur,le ieart wa: made to
~alter C. wouder, Co aj.

turple Heart awards to: Lloyd B. Hutt, Co »; ugene K. Simons, vo C;
cugene . Nosal, Lo A} nobert J. ~sker, Co A} .
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HZADQUARTERS 48TH TANK BATTALICE,
APC Lib U, S, ARMY

' Februa 195, / ‘
A// ' iRk L

}~C=N=T-H-L-Y R-3-P=C-R-T . J»J

DATEs Thursday, 1, Yonday, 5, 1945.
PLACE: Lupstein, Alsace, France,
TROOPS: 48th minus "B", C-62.

Troops of the 48th were billeted in the surrcunding towns of Lurstein
as follows: A in In-cenheim, C-62 in lngenneim, D in Lurstein, cervice Co
in Duntzenheim, Headuarters and Headcuarters ccmrzny in Lurstein,

B Co attached to the 62nd in w#ilwi sheim,

The activities for the montn of Ffecbruary consisted entirely of the
training of troops, especi:zlly those newly arrived in the orgenizetion,

Also an intensive traoining progrom was instituted for the balance of the
command in the tactics and technique of the I~tfantrv. Due to the limited
use of our tonkes heczuce of extremely wet wezther, very little +r-inin-
was contetdd with vehicles.

Prior to the first of the month, ow reconncissance was sent oub dedly
to réconnoiter specified rodtes s desisn ted by comr t ~owmsnd te repel
such counter-attocks as might be made tv the cnem- bt this was diecontinved
until further notice ac of the first of trhe month,

A new officer t» join the staff nd becomne tre o-] Lrrived from
division headcuarters, Cant 4., C, Ainysley, formerly of the I .. . scction.

A must on the daily progroam as prescribed by hiher he-d uarters w-s
the showing of the film "Germamy" and was attended bty all ;ersonnel.

It dealt primarily with the conduct of ccldiers on enterine verm-mr .nAd
although very short contained valuable infermatien £~r the men,

The highli hts during the first five days of training consisted of
a daily inspection in ranks fcor 2ll treoors with impeet nce placed on
cleanliness of personnel and wcapens usuzlly followed bty instruction in
one or more of the following subjcets: Uy Reoding, necurity mezsures,
Infantry-Tank team, and maintenance of wegpons :nd vehicles. The day
usually consisted of at least one hour of crient tion which touched on
all fronts of the present war with emrhasis on the innedite frornt.

At least once a week on discussicn period was held ror euch compruy
with various subjects os sugge.ted by "army Crientution 1alks" and
created much interest -mong the troors,

The security program for the Bn axd surrcunding towns wzs outlined
by higher headGuarters and overlgys of each town ond their outposts wus
submitted by this he dguarters, The senicr commander of e.ch tovn was
held responsible for the safety and security of his troops and e.uipment
and for any other organization that might be billeted in his town.

Each night a field OD was appointed whose responsibility it wa& to check
the guard and outposts to see that everything was in order,

Tentagive plans were drewn up for a dismounted patrol problem to
be held at night for each platoon with a definite mission to be perferaed
each night, This was conducted under the supervision of our S-2 and N
thru the aid of each campany commander. A 94 )
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‘ I.tth qut rogress axd effidiemy - .

thia eredit putoout S
:lﬁl;rum antum frem thedabo of ~ ° - - -
: rece ed By higher headqearters. A S
+ ‘Probably the t of the nol?:n the retreat pamﬂ'"hold by o
Heasiquarters Company and D Ce in.the vicinity of the P, The colors were
obtalned from the storage and through the courtesy of A Co, a bugler was
obtained. Before a very impressive erowd of civilimms and Qurtermaster .
troops the companies marched through the stisets te ths selected avex - "
and wpon arrival of the Bn Commander were called to attemtion by the MM
{ remaining in position till the staff had taken their position.. Retreat
~Was Bounded snd companies dismisted by the Adjutant and ll.rchod teo the:l.r
.Pespective company areas..
Saturdgy, eath compary held a comand hupoeuon conductdd by the
Bn staff and after much preparation each company displayed its best
in weapons and personnel much to the approval of the Bn commander. ' ;
Men showing exceptional neatness and cleanliness of weapons were rewardsd
with Bither a trip to Paris, Brussels or lm for the efforts.

For the week the training consisted of : Conduct of defensive fire,

Maintenance of weapons and whicles, Orienl‘.at:l.on, 'rnnk-Int cemsunication,
Camouflage, Security, Scouting -and Patrolling.

_ Through the courtesy of the Division PRO ofﬁ.oor, the band made its i
regular trip through the division playing for the various units and much
to the delight of the civilian spectators a varied sslection of pieces ‘
were plgyed before conu,ming on their mission to other organizations, -

DATE: Sumday, 11, Thursday 15, Feb. 1945.
PLACE: Lupstein, Alsage, France, _ . o
TROOPS: No Change. ) : i
EVENTS: Sunday being a'day of rest back in the states was likewise et 1
aside for those desiring to attend church ssrvices here in France. They
were arranged for both Catholic and Protestant for all the men. : B

In the evening a soldier show presented by the 62nd Inf was presented
in Duntzenheim and although the attendance from the L8th was not too great,
those attending were well pleased with the entertaimment.

Daily orientation meetings were held for each company in their
respective towns and also each day a 1430 a genmeral briefing was held at
Bn Hq for each orieutation officer from each company «
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One of the highlights for one day was the presence in person
of the CG of the 1l4th, CO of CCA and C/S of the division. All
were well pleased with the program and training being conducted in
the battalion. .

Additional orders from higher headquarters regarding s ecurlity
weres such that easch town o comander was ordered to submit to Hqs
& defense plan for his town in the event of attack by the enemy.
These were in turn forwarded to division for final approval.

These plans were prascticed by each company to insure that each man
knew his job and that any flaws could be corrected immediately.

Another of the highlights that brought recognition to the Bn
was the demonstration of the flame thrower which was mounted on one
of our tanks. The division staff witnessed its operation and was
very well pleased with its ability as a new and additional weapon.

DATE: Friday, 16, Tuesday, 20, Feb, 1945.
PLACE: Iupsteim, Alsace, France.
TROOPS: - No Change. .
EVENTS: The general plan of training followed for the above mentiond
dates which covered such instruction as :, Maintenance of vehicles
and weaspons, Dismounted combat, Security instructions, gunnery and
indireet fire, Handling of mines and booby traps, Map reading,
Terrain study and dally rosd marches.

Preparations for a mine and booby trap school were made by
the Ron pk toon leader and the Ron platoon. This was to be held
for all troops as soon as the course was completed.

DATE: Wednesday, 21, Sunday, 25, 1945.

PLACB: Lupstein, Alsace, France.

TROOPS: B Co reverted to 48th. C-62 to 62nd Inf.

EVENTS: Six plans of attack to the north to repel such counter-
attacks as the enemy might -ttempt were received by this Hgs from
CCA and plans were immediately masde to reconnoiter all routes and
tentative march orders published. A company commanders meeting
was held to familiarize all officers with the plans in the event
any one of the six should be used. Overlays were prepared for each
company CO and the following morning the Rcn sent out patrols to
report conditions of routes and recommendations.

The 48th has the distinction of being the only unit to have
in their possewsion a multi-barslled rocket launcher mounted on a
medium tank. Several demonstrations were given to various high
ranking officers in the Seventh Army during the month with a
medium degree of success. Since the demonstrations, the launcher
has been usad several times against the enemy. It has traveled to
various units in the 6th Corp Tront and favorable reports have been
received. -

Sunday a8 usual, church services were held for all personnel
with no training scheduled. This concluded another week of
intensive training in various phases of tactical warfare.

| Ty
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PARE: Monday 26, Wednesday, 28, Feb. 45.

PLACE: Iupstein, Alssace, France.

TROOPS: 48th.

EVENTS: The week was begun by the intensive training for the
replacements (reinforcements) received in the past month., A
separate schedule was drawn up for them and under the supervisioa
of Lt Davis, basic principles of gunnery, map reading, driving
instructions, radio procedure were stressed. This continued for
the balance of the week.

In additioa to movies, shows, and such entertainment as was
provided by our Special Service and the division special service,
perhaps the highlight of the month was the battalion review held
on the 28th in a near-by fileld which was laid out for the occasion.
The ceremonys which were held to decorate several men in the battalion
was spotlighted by the presence of the commanding general of the
14th, A. C. Smith, who assisted by the Asst. C of S, Lt. Col.
Stephens, pinned the Bronze Star on our own battalion Commander,
Major John C. Cavin in recognition of his outstanding achievements
during the past engagements.

Several other men in the battalion received the medal from the
General and then had the honor of watching the battalion pass in
review, With the presence of the division band, & very impressive
ceremony was watched by the civilian population and the other
units in the town.

The 48th i1s proud of its record since arriving in PFranoce and
has a high standard in the division. The accomplisbments it has
made in the past is definitely an ineentive for the men in this

rorganization to oontinue its good work against the enemy and when
the end does come they can say with pride, "well done".
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Now that the 48th Tonk Battzlion has successfully completed three months
of overseas duty with its share of time spent in actual combat, it is with
great pleasure and satisfaction that it be commended for the outstanding
achievements accomplished by its personnel,

Below are listed the awards and commendations to those individuals
who vere outstanding in their duties against the enemy. Also listed below
are those men who showed exceptional lezdership and received the inuch
coveted battlefield pramotion to the of ficer rank.

A fitting tribute shall always be paid to those allant soldiers who
were "killed in action" serving their country. Mgy their deeds nesver be
overlooked a2nd their memories remain with us.

5/5gt Othello P. Comprini, (Lrorze Star, zppointment to 2nd Lt.)
Sgt. Leo J. Gaudette, (Purple Heart)

T/4 Angelo J. Batt.glia, (Purple Heart)

Cpl #ilbur Kramer, (Furple Heart)

Cpl Barry Greer, Jr., (Purple Heart)

Cpl Zimer T. Phipps, (F'ryle Heart)

T/5 Ray N, Demton, (Furple Heart)

Pfc Lurner G. Hadley, (Purple Heart)

5/Sgt Ssmuel £. Boyden, (Bronze Star, Pcsthumously)

Pfc Everett A. Curfman, (Bronze Star)

Pfc Elton C. Ross, (Bronze Star)

Pfc George H. Ross, (Brome Star)

T/4 Lloyd F. Lynch, (Bronze sStar)

T/l Raymond D. ¥anwaring, (Bronze Star)

T/L Zdward R. Salzetti, (Bromze Star)

T/5 Hugh C. Bailey, (Bromze Star)

T/5 Raymond L. Moran, (Brcmze Star)

Cpl Walter C. Souder, (First oak leaf cluster to the Purple Heart)
T/l Lloyd B. Hutt, (Furple Heart)

T/5 kugene P. Nosal, (Purple Heart)

Pfc Robert D. Baker, (Purple Heart)

Sgt Lawrence G. Loper, (Lronze Star, Posthumously)

Sgt.levi R. Jolls, (Bronze Star)

Pfc George F. Pesso, (Bronze Star)

T#5 Charles M. Thurston, (Bronze Star)

2nd Lt Joseph A. Conard, (Bromze Star)

T/5 Francis L. Durand, (Bronze Star)

Sgt Leo J. Gaudette, (First oak leaf cluster to the Furple Heart)
T/4, Arthur R. Brershy, (Purple Heart)

Major Georgze W. England Jr, (Purple Heart)

1st Sgt Samuel H. Ferdinand, (Purple Heart)

Sgt Harry E. Hockenamith, (Purple Heart)

Pvt Casey A. Kucharski, (Purple Heart)

Cpl Casimer H. Nowak, (Purple Heart)

T/5 John J. Salvan, (Purple Heart)

Major George W. England Jr, (Bromze Star)

Capt James O. Witt Jr, (Bronze Star)

2nd Lt Sherman W. Young, (Bronze Star, appointment to 2nd Lt.)
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Cpl wulmer T. Fhipps, (Bronze star)

First Platoon, Company A. (Citation of Unit)

Major John C, Cavin, (Bronze St.a.rg

T/4 Jphn A. Cepuran, (Bromze Star

Pfc Louis M., Crews, (Bronze Star)

T/L4 Arthur T. Naczek, (Bromze Star)

T/Sgt Robert L. Wiolfe, (Bronze Star)

2nd Lt Byrd F. Paty Jr, (Bronze Star)

Cpl Jack B. Reinhart, (Bronze Star)

Pfc Richard L. Bunnell, (Bronze Star)

Sgt wallace L. Campbell, (Bromze Star)

T/5 Gregory L. i¥inter, Jr, (Bronze Star)

Pvt Luther J. Luckett, Jr, (Soldier's Medal)

¥/Sgt “rvin H. Horakh, (Bromze Star)

Sgt Roger F. James, (Bronze Star)

2nd Lt Othello P. Comprini, (Bronze Star) Cluster)
2nd Lt. John C. Chatlain, (Battlefield appointment)
2nd Lt. Joseph T. Obermeyer, (Battlefield appointment)

Sgt Forrest Gable, (Distinguished Service Cross, Posthumously)
ifajor George W. Zngland, Jr., (Silver Star)

Ve regret that all the men that received Purple Hearts could not be
listed above due to the channels of communication. Only those listed apove
appeared on the lith Armored Division's General Orders. Those being
evacuated further than our own medical battalion will or have appezred
on other orders published by various hospitals, Let us take our hats
off to these men who have distinguished themselves in the service of their
Country.
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rLnClis Lujpstein, Frence.
TROOPG: 48th- Tank Bn.

Heving spent the entire month of Februwry in Lupystein rruznce

conducting v:rious phcses of truining for thne reinforcements

received auring th:t month, the battalion felt confident that they

were wguin ¢t their peck of cowbut efficiency «nd reedy for any
mission which might be given to themn.

2robzbly the hi hlight of the treining wes our mine znd booby

trap school set up end conducted very ebly by the reconnaissznce

platoon leader, it Curroll. Cfficers from v:rious steff headquer-

ters including the commcnaing generel of the division visited
the school freguently.

The breck which w:.c ex,.ected to come znytime finelly errived

«nd on ...rch 3 orders from higher hezdquarters instructed the Ln

Commznder to uttoch one (1) light cnd one (1) mediwm tenk coumpeny

to the famous 42¢ "Rainbow" division tuen loceted in singen.

This mission wus given to "B" wnd "L" com,.zny znd the CO's of these

coumpenys reported imwedi:tely to the CG of the 42d for their

instructions :nd orders. The b:l:-nce of the buttelion wi: s zttached

to the 103d Inf Division :nd w s immedictely ordered to move to

the vicinity of Douxwiller. The Ln Commender reported to the <G of
the 103d for his orders :nd our .-3 reported to the 14th for any «

last minute information

at 2000 on the 3d, the 44th CU's znd stsff hea their meeting

at wnich tiwe the U and ..U .¢s given. Tentative movement time
wees et =t CoO0 on the 4th.

~ w0 _on the morning of the 4th, the home of tue 4cth Lk Bn wes
greclously closed at Lugstein Frence end ;roudly wvroceeéed to its

LN

new loc: tions ncumely, n¢ anc g Co bossellheusen; ;4 Co to ingwiller;-

L Co to wimmenau; < Co to pouxwiller; w Co to .ingen =nd wervice

vom:seny remiined ot Luntzenheim.
_ 4 genercl summery of the tuctical set ug for the un is as
follows: ng «nd lg Jo winus tue sgscult Gun sletion witn O. in

5ossellh;us§n with « cdminisiritive mission only under 103d Inf uiv.
~ _« Yo minus 1 ;latoon .ith : in Ingwiller ..ttuched to the 411th
inf egt in & sup orting role .nd perticipating in cowbined train-
-ng with thet Zegt. the 3rd _.lctoon cttezcrned to the 410th Inf .egt

vitn Cr st Zutzencorf with sile wicsion =s the cowLeny.

S e s e A -
5 Co witn Cr in simnencu in sup orting role to elewents of the

2 1 LIRS - s R . : . - -
42d. “hree sections occusnyling positions in the line ¢nd one in
recerve.

J g0 witn Cr in Jimmensu in sup: ing ' (

1 71 or : ) rworting role-to elements
the 42d znd held in reserve. c nente of
<11 ot the zzszult .-uns j ; ttelid :

. : t &88E cuns in the battelion were consolid: ted
under the cirection of the 1u3d Jiv artillery at ttwiller.
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. _2Chk: Doscellhiusem, Irince.
LRUurw: Lo Jhenge.

The 42d hoving elewents on the line were sup orted by sectious
of our tcnks auring this period cnd under the cirectlon or the
civision conducted their treining .nd meintenince os prescribed by
thet hecdquerters. )

A and C cow zny under uirection of the 1034 ¢lso conducted
trzining and weintensnce as prescribed by thit he:c.urters.

‘ne of our tanks h:ving 2 multi-birrellcd rocxet _rojector
mounted on it w:.s most in dewend by verious units cuc wrter
rerforming demonstrutions for tne 14th, wes culled tor by tiie
1033 cnd 42d.

Juring the .eriod 5-12, =zlthough & sowevhet stetic situction
existed ¢s frr ¢s zctucl conteoct with the enewy .os concernec,
the cctivities of the entire £n consisted mostly of Fank-—._nintry
trzining . nd i intenance of wecpons. cnder the supervision of the
424 and 1lu3d, taenkers viere tiught the value of ewplo,ment .ith
doughs :nd likewise the .nfintry vere instructed in the ojer.tion
of tanks in sup.ort nd csccult. In the brief cssociction with
these two outstunaing Infuntry wivisions, vulucblle troining .cs
received thet wis to _rove o 1crge foctor in our future o_erctions
although unknown of course at tne time.

A4 compely sup.orting the 410 «¢nd 411, perforumed out, ost auties
¢ Tound Ingwilfer during the entire week substituting pletoon for
platoon therebty ,erumitting ewuchh platoon to perform thelr necesswry
miintenance end «lso recelve the (ruining us set forth by the uaegis.

C comjany situated in Louxviller, s;ent the entire wees« in
training with Inf and conducting groblems in conjunction with the
Inf regiments. Both compinies clong with their regulcr auties,
nencged to camouflige =11 thelr vehicles with The time ¢llotted
to them by the czirouflige tecm .hich triveled to our vorious units.

B compeny sup:orting the regiwments of the 424 were colled on
to furnish usu:tlly three sections oI tenks on tue line nd oltuouch
no zctusl contect wes wede, they rewmcined in direct cu,. ort of tiue
Inf for the entire period. [hey too mencged to huve (11 vehicles
camouflaged wnd to verform lheir necessary maintenunce of vehicles
¢nd weapons,

D comjany during the entire _.eriod rewcined in viv .es cnd
therefore their time was s.ent in meinternince . ua crmouflege of
vehicles. °

) ) The assault guns «ttaucned to the 928th .. on fired severcl
missions during the week and on occasions observed fire w. s i Ge
against the enemy with goou results.

The much publiciged "Rip. le vipple" .lso caw much oi the
country traveling from the 14th to the 1(3d «nd 424 .ivin  :ctusl
demonstrations against the cnemy. Its results, wlthou h not -
generally kpown, mwet the &ap,rovel of the inf .ivs. =

. With little activity being m:de or done agaeinst the enemy
higher hezdquarters with plans of their own iu wind, orcered -
change in troops. -

P, JN
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On Merch 10, OI No. 67 of the 103d directed the relief of"
the 48th (-) by the 761st Tk Bn and to move to a designated area
as prescribed by the 14th. The CO of the T761lst called on our
Bn Commander and a general briefing of the detzils he would assume
were discussed. The relief was scheduled to be made on the
arrival of the 761, tentatively March 12, who were originally
‘located in the 1st Army area.

On contacting the 14th, our CO was directed to move the Bn (-)
to the vicinity of Westhouse, namely, Hq and Hq Co, A and 93 D Co
to Dettwiller. The Bn (~) reverted to CCR control and D Co
under Div Hgs control with the mission of furnishing them their
security. _ ‘

Reconnaissance was sent out to reconnoiter the prescribed
route and early on the morning of the 12, the advance party moved
to its new area to establish the CP.

Not underestimating the possibilities of a quick chaunge in
plans, the inevitable haprened znd at 0930 orders from CG of the
42d halted movement until further orders and directed our CO to
their Hgs and our 5-3 to l4th Hgs.

On their return the disposition of troops looked like this;

4 and D to the 14th, D moving to Dettwiller cnd A under CCR to -
“esthouse. Hg and Hgs Co, B and C under 424 control with B re-
maining in wimmenau and C moving to Wingen =nd Hq and Lgs moving
to ninsburg.

S0-- after the mad scramble was untangled, at 1300 the CF
at Bossellhausen closed znd two hours later opened in Hinsburg.

o definite mission wes assigned the Bn but B Co remcsinéd in direct
support of the Div with 3 sections in the line, the bslance in Res.

C Co rerformed their usuzl meintenance after the march zna
lig and iigs Co established security in and .round Hinsburg,

A Co remained under CCR 14th control znd D Co furnished the
security for the Div Hgs.

Wi L =

DiAlm: warch 13-14, . 1945

PLACE: Hinsburg, France.

TROOPS: 48th minus . & D.

' For the two dag period above, the Bn CO was on several
occasions called to the 424 CF to receive a general briefing on
future operztion  which at this time was highly secret.

In the meantime no changes in troop disposition or missions
were mede butl zll troops were ordered to be on the zlert for a
possible quick move, direction unknown.

Early on the morning of the 14th FO Lo3 424 Liv was delivered
end at 1600 the Bn CO celled in his staff znd CO's to divulge its
contents. The general situation and where the 48th fit in wes this-
The mission of the 6th Corp wss to uncover and breach the ciegfried
Line, destro¥ enemy in Z and capture high ground & sna uco of
Pirm sens. he mission of the 42d was to attack on .xis Lichenberg

schonau to capture high ground vicinity ochonzu =2nd uncover
oiegfried Line.
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The mission of the 48th with only B and C Co's was disposed
of as follows-- 1 P1 B in support of 222 Inf Regt and 1 ¥l in
support of 242 Inf Regt. The 3 Pl under TF Downard wes rlzced
in Div reserve to be committed if necessary )

C Co initially in reserve, wes given the mission of recqnn01ter-
ing routes forward behind advancing front line units prepared to
support the attack on division order. ‘

While the Bn was preparing for the big push, the .ervice
elements were moved from Duntzenheim to Weiterswiller where trzins
were attached to the two line com.:nys for resupply of fuel, water
and smmunition.

At 1810 on klerch 14, Bn moved their Cr to .ingen .nd & Co
moved likewise to an assembly area in that vicinity. ¢© Co clready
in that area, continued their preparations for the attezck.

DATE: March 15,- 16, 1945.
. LACE: #ingen Frznce.
TROOPS: 48th minus 4 and D.

On the morning of the 15th, under & terrific bombarduient of
artillery and supporting aircraft, the femea 424 "Rainbow Liviesion"
sup.orted by the little known 48th "ut: Ln" jum,ed off to whet
would go down in history as the "Big .ushi; sagainst the umuch
talked about Siegfried iine. Two regiments abreust with one in
reserve et the crack of dawn began routing the cnemy froin the dence
forests of the Hardt Liountcin .ange. . lthough the enemy taken
un:.viare &t this unexpected attack, fought relentlessly with ov-.
and mortar fire to stcm the onrush of doughfeet. wur tanks,
although not actually in contuct with the enemy followed closely
on the heels of the Infantry prevered to aSSLuYt if necessury.

B Compeny .ith 2 platoons in the drive znd one in rescrve,
moved to the vicinity of sanustein, their first mission, thcre
to take up defensive positions for the night. ¢ vCow, any zlso
with 2 platoons sup,orting znd one in reserve moved to vicinity of
Phillipsbourg and ioulehcusen.

-t 1520 on the 17th, following closely in the ;oth of the
drive, the iLg :nd r.g vo woved to iBallerstein where a CUr w.s
estcblished .nd lizison maintezined with both companies. .he route
prescribed wis c¢s w.u.l thru the thick of the wowitzins «na  fter
m.ch deley with tanks bogging down <nd roads virt.ucll, to be n: de,
the CP closed at 2¢0UU. ovredit wust be given to the troops for
this merch for the terrain definitely cgeinst tonk .woveuwent s
.ccomplished in complete blackout over n.rrow i.czcrdous treils.

DATE: liarch 17-18, 1:45
YLACE: Ballerstein, :rance.
TROOPS: No chenge.

although little activity was noted during the dey and the
ngvglty gf the pu:h had worn off, the usuecl sweating out continued
2% hgs &always weiting soue word or messzie from higsh cdc
as to the situation.b ° tefer necduvarters
-
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The two tank companies veilng literally split up among the
varl-us hRegiments of tne 42nd left only two platoons of Company C
and attached Engineers to be cormmanded by TF Cavin and at 1830 the
18th, he ordered to move to Ober Steinbach and take up a defensive
position on the Siegfried Line in support of the Infantry already
in the vicinity.

DATE: March 19-21, 1945
PLACE: Ober Steinbach, France.
TROCPS: No change.

With this mission to perform the Battalion minus again moved
at the bresk of dawn the 19th and after winding their way through
the hillls joined Company C. who were alresady in position and were
seeing action and took several enemy vehicles and pill boxes under
fire with good resultas. Tne first casualty of {re attack thus far
was encounitered by Company C when one of thelr tanks wzs disabled
end was forced to pull back.

Iudwigswinkle, a border town between France and Germany, was
partially occupied by the tanks and Infantry and so ccntinued to
hemmer the town with artillery in an effort to drive the enemy from
thelr positions. At dusk, 2 platoons remained in the line and were
protected withh Infaentry in event of an infiltration. Little activity
was seen on the front but & c::ange in troops was made which gasve us
the entire Company B to support Company C if necessary and a relief
between ;;latoons was made by tne 1lst relieving the 2nd, having out-
posted tie town during the night and their 2nd and 3rd platoons took
up & supvrorting role in alding the Infantry in defending bridges
~north of Ludwigswinkle.

Agsin the 21st, 2 platoons of Company C continued to fire on
enemy activity end were joined by the 3rd platoon, later to fire on
pill boxes and installations 1n preparation for the assault by the

222nd Infantry Kegiment at 1915.

DATE: March 22, 1945
PLACE: Ludwigswinkle, Germany.

TR.OPS: No Change.

During tne recent 7th Army breakthrough of the vaunted Siegfr-
ied Line, the 45th Tank Battallon, called by its members the 48th
Mountain Tank Battalion because of its operations 1n the Vosges
and Hardt iountains, was attacried to trne famous 42nd (Rainbow)
Division. While the "Rainbow" was cleaning out the last corner of
"Alsace, the 4&th was in close support as the doughboys pushed through
the gugged terrain of the Hardt Mountains. It was on 22 March 1945
that the 48th really went into action.
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At 15615, crders vere received 1t t-e 3n C.F. for t..e 4ct.. to
assemble a task force consisting of two cornani-s of mediu tanks and
two companies of infantry, mounted on the tanks, to asscirtle in the
vicinity of Ludwigswinkle, Ger..eny, just scutn of tne Siegfried Line.
Tr.e 42nd h:d broken tirough tre line of pullbexes (t in -t t:st part-
icu.ar point because of tne mountainous terrain) during tne previous
24 hours alded by P-47 fig: ter-bombers, artilliery. ad dev=rteting
direct fire from ithe 4&th ienks. The plan was to exvloit a..d oresk-
thrcugh, take the towns of Salwoog, Dahn, Busenterg, =nd contsact
friendly troops advancing in the 103rd Division sccter on tne rignt.

At 1630 tne column under tne command cf Lhajor James . Studer,
Lakeville, iiinncsota, was unde: way, passing througn the front lines
of the =z2nd rnd bresking loocse. Thne column was led tv the £nd Flat,
of B-48, 2nd Lt B. F. Faty, VWest Palm Beach, riorida, in tue leading
tank. Next came the lst Flot, B-4&, with 2nd Lt Seorge hverh:rdt,
North Caldwell, New Jersey; them came tne 1lst Fl-t, (-48, commanded by
1st Lt John 3tailr, Wadiscn, Xcw Jersey; then the remalnder of R Com-
pany with t-e C.0. Capt k. G. Elder, Gecorgetown, I 'inoils. ( Company,
48th, followed B Comnany through the exploitation under the coirmad
of Cept John D. Wilson, Creenveillle, Twnnessee.

The column raced tc Salwoog, swung eact :nd nsaded towsrd oann.
On tane road, already littered with 1 ments of he discrga:ilzed Tcruan
Army, an artillery piece wass destroyed and rome spcradic resist-nce
met and over-powered by fire from the tanks snd tank-rounted infantrv.
At tnis point t.e first group of a ccntinucus flow of rrisoners was
ceptured and started o tae rear urde. guard.

At this point the Commanding Off_cer of t.e «&6t , ¥ajor Jehn C.
Cavin, Menlo, Georgia, directed the route of the taks force . na Ccr..r
the advance at all possible speced. Tue =xecution of t.iis order was tr
deciding factor in the bresktnrouph in this sector.

buring the next hour the column worked its wuv throagi: Dunn, )
a large German town, capturing more prisoners and stunning t..e dazead
civillians who ceemed unable tc bell-ve that tue Ancric:ns wore act-
ually there. Some small-arms and minor resictenc. war et ond cuwlick-
ly neutralized by the leading . latoon.

In addition to the continious small arms fire, Lt -esty's vlnt-
oon was forced to follow & ve y hazardo.s course through semi-dearkness
against unknown enem- capabilities, through tte burning wreckaze of
trucks, guns znd personnel crrriers. liowever, tre :fvance did net
slow down, out proceeded rapidly toward Busenberg.

Soon aft.r ¥ aving Dann ne leadin; tanx vas fired on by two
"panzerfausts™, o.t the stnd-bagged tank exploded tne rockets nart-
lessly. At approximately 20:30 the column rescned Sugsgbcrg. There
the task force consolidated and sct up defenslve positicis. In the
early morning she mission wss accomplished w-en, silpntly to tre must,
a friendly column of the Division on the right flank wus contacted.
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During the taks force operation, the tan«s pusﬁing through as

rapldly as they did, collected over 130U priscners of all shapes,

sizes, and descriptions, including SS men, Officers, Wehrmact, Volks-
trum, civilian snipers, and so on.

And so the vaunted Siegfried Line was breachied in still another
place, and American Soldiers forged ahead.

DATE: March 23, 1945.
PLACE: Busenberg, Germany.
TROOPS: No Change.

During the day a general cleaning up of the town was instituted
and contact was malntalned with the 103rd Infantry Division which had
completed a successful thrust to meet th: elements of TF Cavin.

Little opposition was met by the civilian population and by noon the
A.M.G. had taken over. ‘

A brief visit by Major General Collins, C.G. 42nd Infantry
Division was paid the Battalion C.0., Major Cavin and he was com-
mended for his brilliant executlon of the orders trnat accomplished
the annilation of theenemy. With both Company Commanders and
platoon 1 aders doing a superb jop ¢f leadership, another link in
the chain of cooperation with adjacent troops was accomplisned and
one step nearer to the wars end.

DATE: March 24, 1945.
FLACE: Busenberg, Germany.
TROOPS: No change.

At 0500 the battalion was officially released from the again
famous Rainbow Division and =2t 0800 moved out to rejoin the 1l4th
generally located in the vicinity of Wissembourg. Through the
balsnce of the Hardt Mcuntains and out into the open country marched
tre 45th Mountain Tekn Battalion and enjoyed a peaceful and seenlc
view enroute of some of French-German boundry. Schlelithol, France
was entered at 1700 and the battalion set up security for tre night
and slowly sifted intc slumber fecling that Victory wasours.

DATE: March 25-31, 1945.
PLACE: Nieder Otterbsch, Germany.
TROOPS: No change.

At 1370 Sunday, Merch 25th, 48th (-) moved to Nieder Otterpach,
Germany ard wes placed under CC R control. ACompany rmunus 1 platoon,
D Company minus 1 platoon, A. G. platoon (-) reverted to battalion
control. Service Company, having moved to Schleithol, remained
there until the 27th becawse of overcrowded conditions in.the bat-
talion area.

The 14th Armd Div, having bbeached tne Siegfried Line in this
area, had the job of clearing pill boxes and the general assigned
area. A sector was assigned and at 0800, 26 Merch, aided by
prisoners of war, tie trcops moved among the dugouts and installations
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to clear them. The L«ttalion continued its work and until the 30th
remained under CC R, at which time reverted to CC A control and was
rlaced on an hour alert. The attachments were A-68, 2C-94, 2C-125
and a&s per SOP; Able Company was attached to 68 AIB. At 1100 the
movement was called off and in its place the division was attached
to the XV Corps. At 1200, the 31st, orders were again received to .
"prepare to move at 1500 to the vicinity of Darmstadt, Germany, a
maroch of approximately 162 miles with the crossing of the Rhine, a
highlight which came on Easter Sunday, April 1, 1945 at 0415. Some
‘day, perhaps in a little corner you may find a clipping which will
‘inform you that the 48th "Mountain Tank Battalion" participated in
the breaching of the Siegfried Line - but, if you don't, rest assured
in your mind that it was a job well done and be proud you are s -
member of the "48th". . ,
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B¥low are listéd the awards and commendations to those indiv-
iduals who were outstanding in their dutlies against the enemy.
Also listed below are those men who showed exceptional leadership
end received the much coveted '

A fitting tribute shall -always be pald to those gallant
soldiers who were "killed in action" serving their country. May
their deeds never be overlooked and their memories remain with us.

1st Sgt Samuel H. Ferdinand, (Bronze Star, appointment to 24 Lt)
S/Sgt Morris Ginsburg, (Bronze Star) .

.Pvt Herbert L. Grablowski, (Bronze Star)

Cpl Donald W. Hewins, (Bronze Star)

Capt John D. Wilson, (Bronze Star)

Sgt Walter H. Arp, (Bronze Star)

Tec 5 William J. Kleckhefer, (Bronze Star)

Pfc Frank F. Russo, (Brongze Star)

Cpl Knott C. Rankin, Jr, (Posthumously, Silver Star)

S/Sgt wWilliam E. McCauley, (Silver Star)

Pfc George H. Ross, (First Oak Leaf Cluster to the Bronze Star)
Tec 4 Arthur R. Emershy, (Bronze Star)

Tec 4 Morton Felgenson, (Bronze Star)

Capt.Joel P. Ory, (Bronze Star)

1st Sgt Raymond Franklin, (Appointment tc 2d Lt)

S/Sgt John Dambacher, (Appointment to 24 Lt)

S/sgt Joseph Costa, (Appointment to 24 Lt)

S/Sgt Esarl Wall, (Appointment to 2d Lt)
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vete: April 1, 1945.
~lece: Vicinity of DLarmstadt Germany.
Troops: Bn (-) Att a-68, 2-C-94, 2-C-125.
~ctione On iarch 31, at approximztely 18C0, the 48th Tank Bn
bid good-bye to the little shattered town of wseider-Utterbach a
France-Germany border town in the midst of the famed Siegfried
Line defenses} and with orders to fell in column with the balance
of the division, started the long march to cross the Rhein and
enter the hecrt of Germany. uneventiful as a road march might
seem, on zaster lLorning, ~pril 1, at 0400 the head of the column
rolled across the bridge spaning the Rhein at wWorms Germeny and
continqﬁd on its merch north using one of Germany's famous

—- auto-bzhs continuing into the city of Darmstadt now almost leveled
by aircraft. :

At 0730 on the 1lst the Bn plus attachments closed into .
the town of Gundernhcusen Germany and immediately established N
security and roed blocks in and sround the town.

Due to the extremely long merch, mzintenance was first
priority and bogies were replaced as fast as they could be obtained
from division. )

As rumors seem to grow into actualities, word from
higher heedquarters was received for the Bn to be zlerted for
movement anytime after 1300. Aside from the fact this would
mean almost hzlf the combat vehicles would be left behind, orders
were immegigtely issued to the company commanders. -Then as the

usuzl occ nce haprens, at 1730 the alert was cancelled and
movement placed on call only.

Date:; April 2, 1945.
Flace: Enroute to ikeuhutten Germany.
Troops: No change.

— Action: Pinelly at spproximately @130, OI NO. 42, CCA Hqs
received at the Bn CP and on investigation found that the Conbat
Command would begin movement at 0115 with the objective of seizi
the town oghOSthgim and surrounding ground. ne
us the 48th plus attachments moved ou
following the route as prescribed, crossing the m;igtrgzzg at
approximately 0800 then continuing to en assembly areas where the
Bn C.0. ordered .troops to assume combat order in column prepared |
for action. T gg thus continued the march till after dark ’
reaching the of Neuhutten where the Bn consolidated tﬁeir
positions and [remeined for the might. -
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vicinity for the night.

Tate: April 3, 1945. ‘

Place: Vicinity of Aura Germuny.

Troops: No change. .

Action: At 0645 the 48th continued its atteck tow.rds the town
of Sondheim, the new objective of CCA. 4-68 heving mgde contact
with the enemy was picked up clong the route znd the bn then
continued its advence through forests and velleys meet;ng qply
light resistance of smell arms fire &nd an occasional »/T fire
which was immediately repelled, ] _

The CP remcined in column during the entire day following
the advence elements znd finally pulled into Lohrhsupten where
the Infantry was delcyed clearing the town of enemy snipers
and hidden Germans in the houses. On completion of this mission
they continued their attsck with the objective of recching the
next town before derk. The route was defended with road blocks
and smzll arms fire snd therefore it wzs well efter 2000 before
orders for the lEq section to proceed to .ura where the on hgd
seized ' nd consolideted were received. .fter much difficulity
over rough ¢nd muddy terrzin end intense bluckness lhe bdclance
of the column closed into sura ¢nd tho crowded conditions existed
the men mensged to bea down for the night sfter a long . nd

tedious dey.

Date: =&, ril 4, 1945.

Place: Vicinity Bed Lruckneu Germany

froops: No change. '

-nction: Barly on the morning of the 4th the little town of .ura
was left behind znd the forward elements moved out to coutinue
their mission of clecring the enemy from the towns interi.c.ediate
to the objective of the combet commend. oix towns were ccptured
along the route with little or no opposition from the eneny.
Little time wes spent in clezring the towns of enemy but for

the cdays operstion —prroximztely 625 rrisoners were tzken
including an estimete of 425 2t & hospitzl in fasd Brucknzu. 600
French, Russians, :oles znd one :nerican were relessed from the
enemy,

The column closed in Jad Brucknzu ct 1600 and the
edvence elements continued its attack on Lrucknzu there meeting
strong resistence in enemy mortcr, =T and S=4i fire. Uiie tank
wes disabled ty 4,T fire znd several doughs injured by mortar fire.

) At this point positions were consolidcted for the
night ¢nad He¢s were set up in 32d Brucknau.

Date: 4pril 5, 1945,

rlace: Ob-Reidenberg Germeny.

Troops: Xo chinge.

-.ction; Little vrogress was m: de on the 5th. .t (700 the bn
clus zttacnments cttocked seized ¢nd occupied srucknau in less
than =n hour .fter :ushing off but beyond the town reconuaissance
revealed bridges over the mein rqute_qf wav.nce were deestroyed
znd concequently by pesses were immedictely sought.
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tngineers were brought forwerd znd construction of tie
bridge wes sterted while the Bn found en alternate route cround
the obstzacle by means of utilizing =z short stretch of rcilroed
ne:.r byéﬂ After losing much valueble time clong this .crtion of
the route, elements pushed forward in the fsce of light resistance
and were zgain stopped north of Oberbsmch Ly -nother blown bridge.
At this point positions were consolidzted Tor the night at
Ob-Reidenberg. Igs were set up here, security wes posted znd
operations for the following day were outlined.

Date: April 6, 1945.
Place: Wildflecken Germany.
Troops: iio change.
Action: After working most of the night, the engineers hzd
constructed a bridge and at 0830 the Bn moved out to co..tinue
their =zttack. Oberbach wes seized and occupied at 0900 wgainst
only 5/P and S5/A fire. FPausing only to esssemble the colwmn, it
continued over the prescribed route over rough terrain and adverse
weather conditions to drop down upon the camp and town of rWildflecken.
Here again only light harrassing fire wes received which wecs
immedistely suppressed and the tanks and Infentry entered the town
and seized one of the largest camps y=t encountered. Jerveral
buildings contzining wounded germen soldiers were clso seized
znd the personnel evzcuzted to the rear. 3Such & nzrrow margins
with adjacent troops were maintained.duriné the previous days
advences that on several occasions, including the attack on
7ildflecken, friendly Infantry was quite frequently encountered
while entering or approaching vcrious towns and villages along the
route of advance.

Defensive fires and security were established for the
night and coordinated plaens with the grd Inf Div were outlined by
the C, 0.'s concerned for the following day's continued attack.:

Date: April 7-10, 1945.

Place: Neustadt, Germany.

Troops: No change.

Action: At 2300 on the 6th, OI No. 46 containing operstion orders
for the following day were received. The 15th Inf of the 3rd uiiv
having entered ./ildflecken on the heels of the 48th, were to
continue their attack in the generazl direction of our advance.

On completion of their clearing Bischofsheim, the Bn was ordered
to proceed on their prescribed route of advance at 070545 providing
the 15th had cleared the initial objective. Otherwise jump off
time was set at 0615. At 0445 message from 15th through CCA
requested our time be delayed to allow them to clear Bischofsheim
as resistance was greater than anticipated. So contrery to
original plans the CP closed at Jildffecken at 0930 and sections
of light tanks and Infantry forming the advence guard moved out

to 2gain route the enemy to the objective. Town after town was
entered and cle.red with little or no resistenced the enemg »
aly.ys endeavoring to keep a few miles ahead. several horbe drawn
pieces and equipment were cbandoned along the route in the haste

of the eneny.
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%t this roint the oujective i & el cuinged; .reviously
JC.. ouiective v g otettin, scordneim, Cctanclim sut caznges 1ln tue
hd . . - S . - o - . _
tietic: 1l situ tien vw_.ta cujicent troops ciusea Tae de. ovgeciive

to be decigneted s lLeustsdt-.nsleben.

Thic cimrlified mutte. o for tne 48th vwies ¢t the time of
receipt of new orders clmost ¢t tune outsxirts of ieustudli cna wves
only & matter of seizing ¢nd holding the town. woutl nere, newvier
resist: nce than =znticipcted w.s met tnd =z Tire ITignht resulted with
tenks gnd intentry cgeinst eanemy -/ zne o/ rf. hile tae coluwn
closed into Lrendlorenzen, caveunce elements continued to clecr
the enemy by rounding up prisoners and tie Inicntry performed
their usuzl mission of house to house routing. woever:l rounds
of artillery vere received dauaring the occuvetion but wes repulsed
with counter b. ttery.

.t 2200 the entire on zna cttechments closed into the town
.nd esteblished rocc blocks tnd security cround the town. wigher
.38 of 3rd Inf Liv informea thne v.C. tnet cdditionsl troous would
be brought forwzrd in twne morning to cssuue « portion of the
town aznd relieve our troops of tueir sectors. _efore retiring
the inevitcble "bed cueci cacrlie" peid its reguler call to the
CP end several rounds cume ne:r registering.

During the unext three uby period the iLn wet zble to teke w
much needed rest from its usw.l routine of fighting.

Assisted by tne 15th Inf udegt znd our own Infuntry ad tenks,
the town wrs completely cliired of enemy troops =né snipers.
Critic:l points were protected by cither gucrds or rowcd blocks
and with a minimum number ol gersoni.e¢l ,erforming this miscion,
the bulcnce began their msintensnce of veh cles :nd wezavons.
oome were successful in getting b: ths . na ncir c.ts wnd those
more fortunate, clei:n cloths.

The aliG znd CIC moved in :nd took over the city, setting
up their Hgs end essistance vies given them by our personnel
when needed.

Reconnaissznce wes made of routes lewding out of town in
all directions prepcrztory to wny orders thot might be received
from higher headquurters.

One combat patrol consisting of a section of liznt tonks znd
Infuntry wee sent out to cle:ir zny oockets thet might still be
in the surrounding area thereby cssuring higher hezdquurters
of security around their objective. .

Soth pletoons of the 94t. =znd 125 were be$th rele:sed to their
perent unit and moved to their respective uress. .o the 5n with
»=68, and v Co reverting back to us, continued the much needed
m:intenance of weapons cnd vehicles.

Date: April 11, 1945.

rlace: Simmershcusen Germ:ny.

Troops® Bn (-) A4-68, 1-500, 2=C=125, 2-C-94.

.etion:s At 1300 the Ln was alerted for movement to an ussewbl
area with a new mission ussigned by CC.}y that of seizine and v
occupying otaeffelstein, a town lying just across the .cin liiiver,
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One town in the abBsembly area, wWesthausen, had not been
cleared of the enemy as yet so at 2130 a platoon of Light Tanks
ind two platoons of Infantry were dispatched with that mission

n mind. . ‘

At 1740 the CP closed at Neustadt and proceeded to
Simmershausen where operations were planned for the following day.
At 1800 the following attachments were made to the Bn: :
A-500, 2-C-125, 2-U-94. ,

Date: April 12, 1945. : : -
Place: Unnersdorf Germany.
Troops: No change. : .
Action: At 0630 the Bn plus attachments jumped off to a fresh
start and a new mission, moving initially thru Westhausen then
picking up the force that had occupied that town the night before.
After passing thru nine towns with little or no resistance,
the Main River was reached only to find all bridges in the zone
were damaged beyond use. Reconnaissance was immediately instituted
and the Bn managed to get B and C companys across at Unnersdorf
by means of fording the river. Although water almost cleared -
the sponsons, all tanks reached the other side with little or
no motor failure. The Bn C 0 with both tank companies proceeded
to enter and occupy Staffelstein capturing 75 box cars of food,
ammunition, coal, guns and clothingd two ammunition dumps, one
flax fzctory &nd one hospital with 300 enemy patients. .
Briding equipment was immediately ordered forward and the

Engineers began”pregaration-for the treadway.  The balance of
the Bn and combat trains closed into Unnersdorf with intentions

of crossing the river at the earliest moment of completion of
the bridge.

Date: April 13, 1945.

Place: Stachkendorf Germany.

Troops: No change.

isction: At approximately 0100 word was received that no
treadway was wvailable and that instead 3rd Army was sending
forward a platoon to_bulld a Baily bridge instezd. Work was
begun at approximately 0500 and was estimated to be completed for
crossing at 1300. :

Several different orders were received regarding the new
objective prior to bridge crossing time and only then was it
definitely decided only a few minutes before the head of the
column crossed.

.. Upon word that the bridge was completed, the Bn crossed the .
bridge at 1630 advanced through area already clezred by the .15 Inf
Regt to Hollfeld where we passed through their lines, seized
and occupied Treppendorf, utechendorf and Wedendorf. Resistance
in the form of S/A and :utomatic weapons was met in these towns
but overcome. Captured 285 r.'s at Stechendorf. Here the Bn
remzined for the night with plans of resuming the attack at dawn.

/




Date: April 14, 1945.
Place® Nankendorf Germany.

Troops: No change. , . : o
Action: At approximately 0230, VI so 50 Hq CCA was received
which prescribed that the attack to the HE be contlgued at 0630.
The 48th between the 68th and UCR moved out and arrived on the
objeetive without any noted events =nd companies were assigned
the towns of Waischenfeld, nankendorf and Penkenfels.

bate: Aprii 15, 1945.

rlace: Neudorf Germany

Troops: No change.

Action: The operations instructions were received at the early
hours of the morning apnd the information wes this: The 45th

and 3rd Inf Div were attacking Nurnberg and the 14th AD was to
cut the autobahn north east of that city. The 48th was given
the mission of cutting and occupying the RJ at Neudorf and
outlying towns. Through a route of extremely bad roads the auto
bahn was finally reached and the-unit proceeded to the objective
Bn Hq and Hq Co and C Co occupyed uneudorf. .-68 and B-48 '
occupied Horlach. :latoon of u-48, 2 platoons A~68 and platoon
of D-48 and platoon of *D's occupied wWannberg. bdecurity wes
established for the night and although quite s;read out, we
managed to hold for the night.

Date: April 16, 1945.

Place: Neudorf Germany.

Troops: No change. ‘

Action: During the day recomnnzissance was instituted throughout
the area of Neudorf end the crossroadsy regnitz was cleared

and occupyed by elements of our unit where a quantity of
equipment and ammunition was ctptured of all descriptions.

There were 4UVU personnel liberated from a concentration camp

at rottenstein znd 2u0 forced laborers at Pegnitz. wmzll groups
"of prisoners were being collected to total 260. The Bn remained
in their same location for the night prepared to move at dawn.

Date® April 17, 1945.

Place: . Hohenstedt Germany.

Iroops: No change._

Action: The enemy in an effort to clear our forces from Neudorf
and the surrounding areas and reestzblish his route of retreat
to the autobahn, mcde a number of counterzttacks on this day.
Duri the night considerable enemy motor. and dismounted
activity was reported in the vicinity. The first counter-sttack
was reported at Betzenstein at 0740. C-48 plus one platoon

A-68 moved immedistely to that town to r epulse attack but things.
were quiet upon their arrival. Shortly zfterward enemy

activity wes reported to the south znd esst of our position

but was driven off by >ur reconnzissance and outposting elements.
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At 1330 the Bn proceeded to persue retreating forces to
the south. The 500 AFA was released from attachment and replaced
by the 69th AFA. The Bn advanced through a series of towns and
occupied Alfater and Hohenstadt at 2130.

Date: April 18, 1945.

Place: Berg Germany.

Troops: 69th replaced 500th AFA.

Action: Verbal instructions znd an overlasy were received from
CCA for an ettack on Neumarkt. The Bn moved from Hohenstadt and

proceeded on mission. Ccattered resistance was encountered on

the route of adv:nce and was overcome. However, the resistance

increzsed znd in the towns of Riebling and Richthein small arms, ’
mortar artiller{,and 88 AA guns were encountered. Elements of ‘
this unit consolidated positions in these towns for the night

and made preparations for an attack on Neumarkt. Bn Hq and Hq Co
remained in Berg. B-48 in Riebling =nd A-68 and C-48 in Richthein.

Place: Richtheim Germany.

Troops: No change.

Action: At 0700 this morning elements of this unit yroceded

on a coordinated attack on Neumarkt with the 6&th AIB. A pre-

arranged air mission was waiting and if the enemy still resisted

strongly we were to withdraw and call for air support. However,

some Infantry and tanks were able to enter town znd gain a foothold !

in NE edge in face of intense artillery and mortar fire. The ;
?palance of the Bn remained in the%r present positions es reserve.

|
Date: April 19, 1945 ;
b
i

Date: April 20, 1945.
Place: Dillberg Germany. ‘
Troops: No change. H
hetion: Operations instructions No 55 «nd 56 Hg OCA were
received and affected the following: All elemefits 0f our forces
in Neumarkt were to withdraw effective at 0400 and Neumarkt
was to be cleared by daylight, Connonoigg at 0800 en air mission
was scheduled to be flown on the city. e troops were withdrawn
and although not exactly on echedule, the air mission was flown;
the results, however were unknown due to our being relieved
the 65th Div., Our orders were to concur with 0I No 55 wggbh
—— instructeda¥o advence south. At 1415 the Bn marched to Berg and
west to Hausheim., Intense small erms, automatic weapons and S/P
guns repulsed attack and our elements withdrew and consolidated
. for the night .

Date: Agril 21, 1945 S
Place: ostbauer Germany o S

"Troops: Eg ghiggo. 68 s : L : ,

~Action: 0445, A- ain attaoked Postbauer and ‘wa

by sniper and“anail arms iire of great intensity. Uponsé%;gfigfgh '

of withdrawl at 0800 a fifteen minute artillery barrage was placed

upon the towm, . = T
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‘Date: April 14, 1945.
Place® Nankendorf Uermany.

Troops: No change. , 3 ‘ o
Action: At approximately 0230, UI uso 50 Hgq ¢CA was received
which prescribed that the attack to the SE be continued at 0630.
The 48th between the 68th and UCR moved out and arrived on the
objective without any noted events znd companies were assigned
the towns of Waischenfeld, nankendorf and Pankenfels.

bate: April 15, 1945.

rlace: Neudorf Germany

Troops: No change.

Action: The operations instructions were received at the early
hours of the morning and the information was this: The 45th
and %rd Inf Div were attacking Nurnberg and the 14th AD was to
cut the autobahn north east of that city. The 48th was given
the mission of cutting and occupying the RJ at Neudorf and
outlying towns. Through a route of extremely bad roads the auto
bahn was finally reached and the -unit proceeded to the objective
sn Hq and Hq Co and C Co occupyed meudorf. .-68 and B-48 '
occupied Horlach. ilatoon of 0-48, 2 platoons A-68 and platoon
of D-48 and platoon of *D's occupied Wannberg. vecurity wes
established for the night znd although quite s;read out, we
managed to hold for the night.

Date: April 16, 1945.

Place: Neudorf Germany.

Troops: MNo change. :

Action: During the day recomnnazissance was instituted throughout
the areg of Neudorf end the crossroadsy regnitz was cleared
and occupyed by elements of our unit where a quentity of
equipment and zmmunition was ciptured of all descriptions.

There were 4UU personnel liberated from a concentration camp

at rottenstein -nd 2u0 forced laborers at Pegnitz. owmzll groups
of yrisoners were being collected to total 260. The BEn remzined
in their same location for the night prepared to move zt dawn.

Date® April 17, 1945.

Place: . Hohenstadt Germany.

Troops: No change._

Action: The enemy in an effort to clezr our forces from Neudorf
and the surrounding areas and reestsblish his route of retreat
to the autobahn, mzde a number of counterzttzcks on this day.
Duri the night considerable enemy motlor. and dismounted
activity was reported in the vicinity. The first counter-attack
was reported at Betzenstein at 0740. C-48 plus one platoon

A-68 moved immedietely to that town to r epulse attack but things.
were quiet upon their arrival. Shortly =fterward enemy

activity wes reported to the south znd esst of our position

but was driven off by sur reconneissance and outvosting elements.
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For most of the unit, this wes a day of maintenance of

vehicles and rehabitation of personnel as the bridge had not

yet been built. Preparations were made to continue attack to

‘the SE on its completion.

Date: April 26, 27, 1945.
Place: Marching Germpny.
froops: No change. - ey

Action: The brid%e-wachompleted early en the morning of the 26
and the Bn plus attachments moved out { continue the advance to

-

- the SE with the objective of the Danube river and its crossings.

Bight towns were taken during the day with little or no resistance

. until reading Arresting where determined resistance was encountered

by enemy Infantry armed with automatic weapons and bazooka. Here
for the first time tanks and Infentry deployed and drove the enemy
from the high ground surrounding the vicinity of Marching and
Arresting. Air missions in the surrounding area revealed the fact
adjacent troops were running ageinst opposition such as we had
encountered. After sitting along the road for almost three hours
and being strafed by ene aircraft, orders were received to

move the column into Marching. Here the Bn consolidated their
positions for the night awaiting further orders since bridges
across the Danube at this point had been destroyed.

Date: April 28, 1945.

Place: Gaden Bei Geisenfeld Germany.

Troops: Bn (-) att A-19, 3-B-94, 3-B-125 Btry 501 .

Action: After regrouping was completed the Bn conducted
maintenance of vehicles and weapons during the day awaiting
further orders. On call from higher healiquarters the Bn was
ordered to move to an assembly area in the vicinity of Gaden Bei
Geisenfeld prepared for a new mission. Crossing of the Danube

to be made at Ingolstedt where a bridge had been comnstructed by
other units of the division. MNovement commenced at approximately
1600 and although no friendly information could be obtained regerding
the assembly area, no enemy was encountered and the bn closed

in at 2100; securityg.put out by companies and no “further orders
pending, the Bn sought much needed rest for the night.

Date: April 39, 1945.
Place: Eggersdorf Germany.

Troops: No change. S£12/49

- Action: Having been assigned a new mission of seige crossings

of the Isar Rivver at Landshut, a division objective, the 48th

for a change was placed in reserve initially but at o500 TF Studer

wes organized consisting of the following: A-19, F1 4-48,

sec D748, sec Ren 94, sec bngrs moved at 0515 cleared and

occupied Schusselhzusen, Rachertshofen, =znd sandelshausen. .t

1000 the Bn minus TF Studer proceeded %o the town of Eggersdorf

8till in reserve of the division. Here the TF joined the bn =nd

contact patrols were established with adjacent units for the night,.
. The Bn was ordered on the zlert to assist troops in the attack

on lLandshut but fortunately the night was quiet and no help was

needed. '
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Date: April 30, 1945.

Troops: No Change.

Praéez: Inkhofen Germany.

Action: The Combat command continued to remain in division
reserve =nd the 48th continued its mission of running contzct
patrols with adjacent units. A bridge reconnaissance was ordered
by higher headquarters znd tuis was performed by the Recn pz toon
and one squad of Inf; no crossings were found and no suitable
bridge sites were loczted. ’

» CCA having the mission of protecting the bridge site at
Landshut which had been captured by CCR, the CCB was ordered to
move to an essembly area in the vicinity of Lloosburg where the
division engineers and the 300 :ngrs were also reconnoitering for
& bridge site, We were ordered to remsin on the alert for the
crossing as soon as the bridge was completed. Consequently the
Bn moved from Eggersdorf at 1730 and under extreme black out
conditions closed into the little town of Inkhofen where overlays
were received and orders. issued for the following day. This
consisted of attgcking to the SE securing crossings zcross the
Inn River in the vicinity of JettenBlach. This was the ultimate |
Corp objective and the 48th after spending the past two days in ,
division reserve, the first during the entire month,wzs confident
that it would be reasched in the leust possible time &nd a
minimum of casualities.

During the months operztions the B8n can be proud that it has
such s capable leader 2nd commander; not since the on has been
in actual contact with the enemy during its entire length overseus
have casualities heen so light. Vehicular casuzlities were
extremely light and personnel cesuzlities unnoticable.

. During the month of April the 48th can rightfully say it
has spearhecded most of the division objectives reaching them
all including the Corp objective with speed and precision surpassed
by none and equaled by few.

: . Highlights of the month consist of the crossings of the

3wn-=§ﬁ:3§’ Danube and Iser Rivers and the 48th operztions can be

— : up"withAthese femous words "We have met the enemy and they

are ours",
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