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CHAPTER ONE

BIRTH COF SINTH A”‘Y cgrogp 0

‘At the Cuadrant Co3fcre;ce Nuebec, in August 1943 the Com~
bined Chiefs of Starf decided tﬂqt a landing should ke made on ithe
south coast of France, to assist a wain assault against the Frerch
west coast by holding German formations in the south and attracting

additiornal formations to the area from Forthern and Central France.

‘This operation was to be nounued in the ‘editerranean Theater from

res ‘urces- available and, in addition to a limited number of American
divisions, was to be composed of all French troops available under
the Trench Rearmament Progranm,

\

General Dwight D, Fisenhover,-U.S.A. then Supreme Allied Commender -

tediterranean Theater of Operations, was requested to rresent his vievs

concerning this operation to the Corbined Chiefs of Staf with the
least possible delay, Accordingly, a stratesic study was prepared
at Allied Force Headcuarters, Algiers. embodying Gereral Fisenhower's
views regarding the feasibility ard desirability of this operation
from the viewpoint of operations in the i'editerranean Theater, from
the viewpoint of future operatiors in rorthwest Europe, and from
the viewpoint of thes c» . bined Allied pla.nc for the complete. des-,

truction of the Gerrar war machine,

N

This study was tronswitted to the Combined Chiefs of “Staff on

30 October 1943 by cable 2nd on 31 Cctoher 1943 by officer courier,
Roth' the U.S. Joint Cxiefs of Staff and the Rritish Chiefs of Staff
agreed in principle with the views expressed by General ZFisenhower,
These views formed the bases for later discussions by the Combined
Chiefs of Staff ot the Sextant Conference held in Cairo in late
overmber 1943. At this co-fereuce the Combined Chiefs of Staff
conflrmed their former position thot an assault against the south

oast of France should be undertcken from the ilediterranean Theater
and presented their views to President Roosevelt and Prime :inister
Churchill, who agreed, ’ :

~ TFollowing immedicts 31y upon the heels of'the Sextant Conxorvucc‘

as the Teheran Conference of "The Big Three", President Reosevelt,
Prlme iinister Churchill end iarshal Stalin, At this conference
"The Big Three" agreed that a t\o—proneed asscult by the Allies
against Fortress Iuropc was the néest method of opening a sccond
front, The agreed strategic plun of "The Big Three! called for a
main assault n~gzinst Yestern France launched from bascs in the
British Isles and 2 sccondary effort of moyimum pou51oln' strength
against Southern Froance louanched from bases in the editerrancen
Theater, It was this southern force, compesed init iolly of the
Seventh Army, consisting of one U.3. corps of three 1Pfcrtry divisions
and one provisional alrbornc division, and French Army "5V (later -
redesignoted as First French 4 wr) of two corps of seven divisions,
that was destined to become the 6th Army Croqp, frconently rcferrﬂd
to in dlSO“tCﬂeS as the Southern Group of Armies,
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" General of 6th Army Group.
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Hence the origin of the -6th Army Group is directly 'traceable

to the three conferences which probably, more.than any others,

had the greatest influence upon the final destruction of the German

war machine and upon the liberation of Europe =-- the Cuadront L

Conference at Quebec, the Soxtaont Conference at Cairo, and the .

~Tcheran Conference of "The Big Three".” .

Tnitial planning for the invasion of Southern France began at ‘

'Allied Force Headquarters, Algiers, in December 1943. Headquarters

Seventh Army, then at Palermo, Sicily, was nominated to command the
invasion force. It was.moved to Algiers early in 1944 to facili-

tate planning of the operation, Lieutenant General Alexander Me -
Patch (then Major General) was subsequently announced as commanding

. general and joined his new command soon after its arrival in Algiers, ~

: General Jacob L. Dévers, USA, (then Lieutenant General) joined’
AFHQ in-January 1944 in the dual capacity of Deputy Supreme Allied
Commander and Commanding General of North African Theater of
Operations, U. S. Army., He materially influenced the planning and
launching of the operation he was later to direct as Commanding

_ _Many cbstacles had to be overcome in planning and launching
the Southern France invasion, These obstacles were largely ,
occasioned by the keen competition for resources available in the .
Mediterrancan Theater, The bulk of men and materiel required had
to come from Mediterrancan resources. - Consequently, prospects of
continuing vigorously the Italian Campaign were not alded by
diverting a porlion of the available means to the Southern France
front, . : B ' \

- The original target date for the invasion was mid-June 1944.
Resources required had been earmarked from NATOUSA stocks. . But
thesc resources were transferred to the Italian Campaign in ordoer
to break the stalemate -in Cassino and Anzioc in the May 1l offensive.
This occasioned an indefinite postponement of the Southern France:
operations, known at first as Anvil but later changed to Drogeon

for sccurity rcasons., Despite this, planning for operation Cragoon -

continued, Iate in June it was decided definitely to carry out =

‘the invasion and D-Day was set for 15 August 1944.

A small advance detachméntiof AFHQ,.ﬁhder\coﬁmand'of'General.

Devers, was established in Bastia, Corsica in July 1944 to coordi- =
nate the employment of medium bombers whose primary mission was to .
. support Operation Dragoon, From this detachment, and in accordance -

with instructions received from General Marshall, Chief of Staff
United States Army, and from General Sir 'Henry Maitland. Wilson,

‘Supreme Allied Commander Mcditerranean Theater, General Devers .
. organized the nucleus of Headquarters 6th Army Group whose training -
" was initiated at oncec. ‘ S . '
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In accordance w1th the prov151ons of the Bhnual for Conmandors

"~ of large Units, it was envisaged that the functlons of Headquarters
- 6th Army Group would be almost wholly tactical and that it would k.
- perform a minimum of administrative functions consistent with its

mission, For this reason, except for Engincers and Slgnal no

- special staff sections of thc combat arms and supply services “such

as normally operate in an army headquarters were organized.’ Spoc1al
representatlon of the remaining arms and scrvices were, however,
included in the G~3 and G-4 Sections of the.general staff, A

" functional chart showing 1n1t1a1 organlzation of G-3 Section 1s '
"shown in Figure 1, - - . ‘

The fact that Headquartcrs 6th Army Group was belng organlzcd
was kept secret for a considerable length of time for very obvious
reasons, and it contlnued to be known as Advance Detachment AFHQ.

Although the Chlef of Staff and heads. of the general staff
sections were appointed in late July and early August, thecy were
not announced until 27 August, four days before the initial echclon -

"of thc headqnartors moved to thc mainland of France. They were:

Chlef of‘Staff: N@gor Gcneral DaV1d G. Barr, GSC S SRS
Assistant Chief of Stnff G~l: Major General Bon M. Suwbrldgc,
GSC ,
Ass1stant Chlcf of btaff G—2' Brigadier Gcneral Frank A
- Allen, Jr., GSC '
Ass1stant Chicf of Staff G-B Brigadier General Reuben E°
Jenkins, GSC S
Ass1stant Chlef_of Staff, G-A - Brigadier General Clarence L
: Adcock, GSC | : :

- ThlS staff remalned unchungcd exccpt for Brlgadler General
Allen who on 27 September was ordered to SHAEF and replaced by

‘Brigadier General (then Colonel) Eugene L. Harrison, GSC;
Brigadier General Whitfield P. Shepard who later assumed the duty

" of Deputy Chief of Staff; and Colonel Henry J. Parkmen, GSC, who WuS

later app01ntcd Ass1stant Chief of Staff, G-5. . -

~ As schodulcd the amphlblous—alrborne assault on the southcrn
coast of France began on 15 August under command. of Seventh U S
Army, , It achieved completc tactical surprise. Light opposition
was encountered initially and as Headquarters 6th Army Group pre-
pared to.move to the mainland, dmerican and French forces were

, rapldly pursuing the fleeing Gcrmuns up the Rhono Valley°

The first echelon of the Hcadquartors moved to St. Tropez, .

‘France, 30 miles southwest of Cannes on the French Riviera, on 31 :
. August and established headquarters in Hotel latitude 43. The -

remaining elements of the headquarters arrlved from Naples and

' Cor31ca on 5 and 8 Septembor.

“3 - '
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At this time no deflnlte date. for assumption of command had been
decided upon but it was generally agreed that. Hcadquarters 6th Army
Group would become operational sometime in mid-September. To effect
a smooth change over, Headquarters 6th Army Group maintained close
liaison with Scventh Army and French Army "B" during the northward
advance. Liaison officers of the G-3 Scction operated with the
corresponding section of both Armics, keeping the tactical situation
up to date at headquarters. Later, French officers were attached
to the G-3 Section from French Army "B" to make lialson easier.
Added to this was the permanent contact with the French army main-
tained by the Allied Liaison Sorv1cc worklng under dircction of .
Seventh Army,

Movement of Headquarters from St. Tropez to Lyon began on.9
September and was completed on 15 September. . The Palais de Foire
on the eastern banks of the Rhone River was the site of the f¢rst
oporatlonal hcadquurters of 6th Army Group.

3On thc afternoon of 14 Soptember, whlle the Headquarters was

~in process of moving, orders wcre received from AFHQ placing - .
Seventh U S Army and French Army "B" under command of Headquarters
6th Army Group as of O00LB hours, 15 September. At thé same time
 tactical control was transferred from AFHQ to SHAEF. Responsibility
for supply and administrative functions and for civil affairs within
the arca overrun were retained by AFhQ pending fUrther dovelopmonts.

By crganizing from a nucleus of personncl thoroughly fﬁmlllur _
w1th the planning phase of the operations and by maintaining closest
lieison with all commands and agencics concerned, Headquarters 6th
Army Group could become operational, assume command and pass to the
operational control of SHAEF in a single stride on extremely short
notice und oxperlenCe no dlfflculty or confusion,

o Thus, with 1n1t1a1 ihstructions already on the wgy to Armies
by radic, 6th Army Group came into being promptly at 00013 houro,~
15 September 1944. It was destined for an eventful, historic and
magnificent future, - ' o ‘ o
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CHAPTET 0
SEVENTH ARNY CONTROLS RAGOOH FORCES

In Cor31ca and later in France, Heudouartcrs 6th Army Group ‘
labored through its perlod of growing pains and kept abreast of the-
“tactical and administrative situations of Drapoon Forces durlng
July, nugust and early %eptember. :

reunwhlle, oeventh Army had added final touches to plans for
operation Dragoon and conducted the amphibious-airborne assault on
" the Southern French coast as scheduled, From Italy was assembled -
the American contingent of the invading force which went ashore in-
the initial waves, To carry out the amphibious part of this gigantic
- task, Lieutenant General Patch omploycd the efpurlunccd*VI Corps com-

murdhd by Licitlinant General (then lMajor General) Lucien Truscott
which was composed of the veteran 3rd,; . 36th and 45th U. s. Infantry
‘Divisions with one combat command of the French 1 DB attached,

The 1st Airborne Division (Prov), the bulk of which had been in
battle in Italy, wes assigned to the airborne assault, Backing
these assault forces was French Army "B" commended by General
DiArmee de lattre de Tassigny, which was composed of two corps of
seven divisions, .Three of the French divisions had seen service

in the Italian campcign and one in the assault of the Islend of
Elba, The two armored divisions and the other infantry division -
had not seen service in Italy as such but individuals of all had ,
been hardened in fighting in Tunisia., Thus the entire assault -
force under Lt, Gen, Patch was composed of battle tried vpteruns
hardened by actual experience 1n flghtlng the German.

. Under a blanket of aerlal and’ navel bombardment, VI Corps

- assaulted the scenic French Riviera at 0800B hours, 15 August 1944,
between Cannes and Toulon, - This assault was preCOded by an attack
on the fortified islands of Levant and Port Cros, just off the .
coast between St. Tropez and Toulon, by tho Flrst Spcc1al Service
Force, Sec Flgurc 2 . ‘

: teetlng light init 1al roslstunce, the Americans advancod’
\rapldly inland to establish a firm beachhead, The tactical plan

+ called for twin drives westward towerds the mouth of the Rhone

Rlver and north up the Rhone Valley. The only major resistance

ernicountered on' D-Day was in the 36tﬂ Division- sector in front of

St. Raphuel, This was soon overcome, however, when the 36th Div-

ision, on the alert for just such a contlngency, diverted forces :

 to another beach, outflanked the resistance ard capturcd St.

Raphael,. In the center, the 45th' Division' landed neer St Maxime
and the 3rd Division, on the left, landed on the St. Tropcz penin-
~ sula, -The First Airborne Task Force (Prov), composed of ong ~
'British Brigade ond U, S. units equivelent to two regiments, under .
command of HMajor General (then Brigadier Gencral) Robert T.
Frederick, dropped in the Le luy sector and St, Tropez Peninsula.
Encounturlng only llght oppoultlon the airborne unlts soon had

...5...,‘
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consolidated their positions and:joined forces with the ?mnhlblous

forces to form a firm beachhead. All airborne elements were shifted
to the right fla “k. . _ o

l

In the wake of the rapid advence of the VI Coros, French Army
B! begen landing over the newly von beaches 16 “urust The 1 DilT
and 3 DIA came ashore first, followed in rcpid ordsr by CC2 of 1 DB,
9 DIC'and two groups of lubors.‘ By 18 Aiugust, the French force Feﬂun-
pushing westward along the coas®t on VI Corps! left. This maneuver
was designed initially to capture Toulon, natural Mediterranean port,
and surround liarseilles, larger artificial port to the west, Due to
the light resistance encountered in the longer swing towiards lerseilles
and the speed of the VI Corps advonce, both I seilles and Toulon were.

~reached 51nult1neouslv on 22 August, The eastern section of Toulon

~infantry battelion (m0uorlzed), reconnaissance squadron, armored field

surrendered 24 August to 1°DMI but the Germon garrison fought bitterly -
in the western section of the city against 9 DIC until completely over— .
run on 28 August, liarseilles surrencdered to 3 DIA end elements of 1 DB
on 28 Aupust, S ‘ :

'

Driving with ruﬁentle°s fury, Anerlcan divisions pushed r_‘ldlj
northward on the heels of the disorg: rized, retreating Germens, After

.

forcing the Durance River Iine on 19-20 “uoust VI Corps pushed Butler

Task Force northeastward along the Route de Napoleon, Composed of one

artillery battalion, tonk destroyer compony, two tank companies, and an

‘engineer.comnany, ohﬁ Task Force advanced rgslaly along the narrow,

~winding route meeting only token resistance, Aftzr occupying aisteron

and Gap and_blocking the route from Grenoble on 20 fAugust, the Task
Porce, on VI Corps orders, swung westward to seize the highground. north-
est of "o»tellmqr. 0n.22 fuglst, this light Task Force:attempted to

"~block the Rhone River escane route of the hard Dressed Ce rmans in the -

south and ron head-on into the hord hitting Germen 11th Panzer Division & -

together with elements of three German infantry lelSlons.~ Sharp fight-

ing ensued in which heavy casuclities in eouinpnent and men vere lnfllCqu
on the fleeing Germans. Outnunbered, the Task Force withdrey ecstuard

to positions where it could still cover a portion of the volley by fire.

On 23 Augzust, two RCT's of the: 36th Division cought up with the Tﬁsk o

Force, - nother attempt was mnde to close the Geraon-escape route but

this on7y perticlly succeeded du¢ to the preponderance of forces on thv‘
ocrmon side. However, the Germon- retreat northward rmlep+lcssly pouqdcd
from the 2ir on the moin jem-pocked rozd, was slowed and hecvy losses

 in volusble couipment and parsoanel. klll“d, wounded and captured were

.inflicted unon the‘disorganlzbd bnemy.-

.-

As bne fighting in the Rhonp V““LGy progressed, .elements of the
30th Division occupied Grenoble cnd t hSth.Infuncry'Divisidn‘movedl' .
rapldlv northuard through the French rﬂsort city. The 3rd Division  °

ontinued to push northward up the Rhone Velley cond through thée neigh~
borlng foothills of the Duuphlnv Mps to join with the 36th Division

-in the capture of Montelimor on 28 August. Valence was captured on
31 lugust ond the pursult of the enemy continued northward.

y
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: tconwhile, French elements, aftoer htur].nfr Touldh and Liorscilles,

- crossed the Rhone River at. Avignon, T:rs .con and Arles on 29 August,

By 30 August, Nimes ond Hontpellicr hd been occupied- und reconnais~—

sanco'elcmcnts had scoured the country as far as Scte, B021 ~nd

Narbonne rithout contacting the cncmy.

On 28 fugust, Seventh Army dirscted French Army "B o "ter occupy-
ing Montpellicr and Norbonne, to advance rapidly northwerd olong the
icst bank of-the Rhone River and assist in the capturc of Lyon, -For
tho mission, the II Corns composad of 1 DiHI ,nd 1 DB was designated
LﬂdSJmI?MﬁEnWThmﬂi A ,
toke adventoge of the exploitoation possibilities opened up
by the ropid advonce inlend of its forces, Seventh Army initinlly
had employed its troops 2s they become ovailoble in the most advan~
tngeous places. This hed pleced the French IT Corps on the left ond
the VI U. S. Corps on the right. It was seen that the nost suithable
lineup of forces for future oncrwtlvns would be for the French to
occupy the right =nd the imerican forees to operate on the left,
Thus, os French elemonts completed clerring the ports of M-rscilles
and Toulon, Severth irmy dirccted French “rmy "B to follow the VI
Corpst adv:ince tbrohgh Grenoble ond tuke up u051tlono on the right,
I Corps took commond of 3 DI, nd § DIC and by 1 September had
storted carrying out the assigned mission, "t this time, II French
Cormns w~s moving raridly rorth tworrds Lyon. ’
. On 1 Septamber, first clements of the 36th Division re ched g
the highground to the south of and ovérlooking ILyon. The next day
the rem~inder of the'Division arrived, At the s-me time, 1 DB op-
proached the city from the south., One dwy lator, 1 DI, fellowing -
closcly behind 1 DB, occupicd the city, :

After the occupation of ILyon on 3 September, the rice north-
Cward continued vith VI Corps copturing Bourg 'nd occupying Lons Le
Scunier on 4 Septembar while IT French Corps deshed through Hacon.
Tor front lines sec Figure 3. Spectacular advances. ‘continued on
both sides of the Rhoné River and by 10 Septamber, Fronch forces had
occupizd Dijon while the VI Corja h2d alre:dy L”kvn Bescncon and
American and French units were hélding a wide front oxtending to the
Sw1ss bordecr just south of Blﬁnont..
-As SGVcnth‘ﬁrmy udvhrcvd iiorth “nd northesst agz vinst seo bu‘?bd

-opposition, Third irmy, after brecking out of the Norm: ndy beschhead

2t St. Lo, fought rapidly ““OtV“rd On .12 Septomber, first cont~ct

bstween Tﬂlrd irmy ond Seventh Army wns made ot Chotillon sur Seinne
-by two French reconn~issnnce officers. Cne of tho officerms wes
from 1 DMI of the southern forces. and the oth:r was 'from 2 DB, the
French Armored Division which had londed in Normendy and wos oobr:ciwg
© with the XV Corps of Third .irmy, Spotty contoct existed durirg the
Cnext two days. On 14 Septembor firm contoct wos established south
of Chwumonb, therchy s.nling of“ Southwestcrn Fronce where large /
numbers of German troops, uncble to follow their comrades throunn”the

>
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" Lines of Advance Through Southern France
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closad escape ‘gote, werc tropped, Const ntly horressed by FFI units,

many of these forces finally surrvnOurud vhile the remainder dug in
N . N .
5 alony the coast in the Bordenux area o awrit destruction au the
hands of Frernch units ot o lator date, :

Folloving plans 2lrexdy instituted, Seventh Army directed French
Army "B" on 14 Septembar to move IT Corps to the right zone, This
Corps had buen pinched out of action after contact with Third Ariy
h~d be:n estblished 2t Choumont, I Corps already had gone into
the linc along the Swiss border. Uovement of IT Corps 2nd Headourrters
French .irmy "B" to the cast flank would now nlace 211 Fr.onch units '
in the some zone of ~ction. This move was storied immediately and
although it reouired the crossinc of main supnly routes over which
211 supnlics for front line-units flowed from the beachss, little
clfflcultv uae encountered,

- with the battle in the north progre sesing ropidly, 1ajor Gen-
ral Frederick swung his Airborne Task Force (F.AFTF, prﬂviously
. knovn as 1st 4/B Division (Prov) ) eastw:rd to block avenues of
’ approach into Frece from It-ly and protect the right flun& 01
| Seventh Army. -After hoving reduced the two islands just off o
French Rivierza, the First Speeical Service Force was relicved by‘
French troops. issembling on the meinland it wes ossigned to the
FABTF on 19 jfugust to reploce the British porachute Brigonde which
was being vithdrovm,  Relief of the British Brigade wos accomplished
on 21 iugust ond it wis assembled in Task Force rescrve to await
transportation back to Itely, For front lincs on 14 September sce

“Figure L. ,
'\br both “arssilles and Toulon were contured on 28 menst, the
vigortic tosk of rop drin: port focilitics b dly nch;d to ndle sup-
»livs for tL» rdvareine Dragoon forcss, “i's buum, Bwots of corseilles
©znd Toulon irs opun.d for li.dt:d traffic on 16 Sowbadbur cud Ui bu:lc
up to peak capacity vies rapid. L
} A During the entirc perisd up to 15 September, oll oupﬁlle
had béen hauled overlond by motor transport to the front line .

units, = As the period wos ending, the turn around trip wes 900
miles and the tronsport-tion facilities had been stretched 2lmost
) © to the limit. - o .

i

The nrisoner bog during the flr t morth of the opcr:tion(waé: i
French Army "B, 47 717, Seventh- Army, 32,211, French irmy HBU suf-
fercd 1,146 cosun 1bluS in killeq, eapturcd d ond missing ond 4,346 '
woundud Seventh Army hha 3,005 Klllbd captured ~nd missing nd
L, A19 wounded. ‘ :

During plonning stopes of the SouthernsFronce oper-tion, it
was ogreed that 1n1t1“l t ctic:l control of Dragoon forces should
rest with (FHO beczuse of the plonning, couipoing ~nd supply res-.
. ponsibilities, This was also necessitoted by the difficulty of
\ ' © comnunic:tion 1n1u1‘11y Between the Drogoon forces und the Over=
§ - lord Forces in the west, Bubt ~t some time during the operation,
2 " it wos reclizod that 21l forcoes oper: ting in France must come under

v
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‘Overlord to cut off thousands of Cuoraons in Southnwest

one commender =-- Supreme Commonder, Allicd Txpedition-~ry Forcos.
ith the joining of Alliced Forces ot Chaumont ond the opening of
dircet communic:tion routus bétween the two forces, time was ap=-
proaching for the chinge over, But since supplies for Drogoon
forces must still come through Toulon and MHorscilles, it was scen
thit administrative control must remain longur vith AFHT thon tact-—
ic>l centrol, Thus on 14 Septembor; when firm contoet between Third
and Scventh Armies, was estoblished, the stage wos sot for the first

step in turning over control of Drogoon Forces to SHAGF,
, X 2

Roflecting months of car.ful study ond planning, the Jllied
invosion 6f Southern Fronce was nccomplished with machine-like
precision, Core:ful gucrding of plons ond scerocy of asscmbly of
forces and supnlics-resulted in complste toctictl surprise, “7ith
this in their fovor, Americon end French Forces were able to breck
through tre initicl Gormeon defense line and stort on cxploitation
thot corricd 480 miles to Resnncon ~nd Tpintl, joined forces vith

T th Fronce and
inflicted heavy cosunitics in volusbloe wmotoricl ond personicl on
the Gernmonl Arny.  The cxploit-tion phnse troveled at such 2o r~te
of spued that 211 trosswortotion focilitics were straincd to the
utmost to uop up; tid finclly o slowdovm hoad to be &
let sunplies cotch up with the front line olome is over-
strein of suprply focilitics wis just begincting to 21t 2s Sevend
Lrmy prepired to relinguish control of Drogoon Forces to Hanrcdounrters
6th irmy Group. ILons and loud will be the nraisc of the innumer-
able brillicnt mancuvers of Both Amcricon ~and Frerch units in the
camprign up the Rhore Vallsy, Stinding out for its timeliness
ond doring iscthe monouver of the Putler Task Force., ASs 2N Over-
21l omeration, the Southern Fronce phoserof the defeat of the
Cerman Army for outstri-ped ixpoctotions, outdoing by two sonths

the time toble sct initiells,

+ .

nuring the entire Southern France-operstion, invalushle assist-
ance wos rencersd by the French Maeuis, loyal underground Fronch’
organizotion thot eprung to life throughout the country on D-Doys,
Yiany instonces of TFI cozturing importont communicttion centors
and holding off Germon counter-cibacks until the errival of (1liud
troops wore recorced. Mot only in this way did the EFI assist,
they knew  where the Geraon troops were, They knew the locotion of
Germion defonsess  Iony times tho Fronchuon led Allicd troops through
Germon defenses,naking possible on atback {rom the reor dustend of o
hocd-on collision. By their doring ond frithfulaess, ndvioces of
Allicd troops were mude lmmacnsurcbly onsicr. - ¥ith the junction of
Allicd forces o large portion of Southwest Fronce wes isolrted.

" In this ~ren, dominated by the mount-inous ifosif Contral, the FFI

wis excoeptionnlly nelpful ord proved of inwilucble 2id in round-
ing up remacnts of Mozi cluments that werce uncible touscope to

£he northeast before the Lrap vas closed ot Chownont.
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CHAPTFR THREE . -

3 o HEADQUARTEBS éTH ARMY GR@P ASSUIES comém
To-gain a trué pictune of the overall situation When Headquartﬁrs
6th Army Group assumed command of Dragoon. Forces, it is necessary ta.
S ~ review planning and preparatcry actions taken prior to 15 Septembe ‘
. .. ' Evyen though 1noperat1vo. Headquarters 6th Army Group was far from idIC‘
? - during the Seventh irmy's spectacular drive up the Rhone, River Valley.
e Dircct liaison had been maintained with Seventh Army and French Army - -’
R © . "B® throughout the operation. .The Headquarters was completely "in ~
. _ the plctureﬂ as far as the tactical and admlnlstrative situations were’
: ,' ' concernec. - As a result, at least onc problem to fae: the newly born o
JI o Army Group Headquarters hed already been. scrutlnizcd. That problem ST
' dealt with tho nranco-Itallan fronticr. : S ‘j o

S S Rea11z1nn that Seventh Army should be rellevcd of responSlbilltY
§ “ for a front so far to its rcar, a conferencc was held with Ilajor Gen-
A eral Frederick on 12 September, lookint to a more feasiblc command
 set up.  Outcome of the confcrcnce vas a recommcndation to General
Devers that: : : ) . :

3
i,

L e Seventh Army be rellevcd of rcspon81bility for this semi—n:‘
~ statlc front, .’ . . , o

.~ A separate, com;and under Jawx'Gencral Frcderick be estab-i B
_lished to control the southecrn scetor and to opcrate dlrcctly under - ‘- .
deadquartcrs 6th Army Group. o o ‘ | “. AR

. " The French retazn respon31b11ity for the northern scctor of
the front. o

i@ ' - . This ‘recommendation was approved by the Commandlng Generals.
- - Details of the plan were forwarded to Seventh Army, It was ‘not until

" after Headquarters 6th army Group came officially into the picture, .

however. ‘that ordcrs were 1ssued 25 Septcxbcr to implencnt the plan._-

QHAEF'S strategy in early Septcnber callcd for one knife-llxo.’“3‘

" narrow thrust into Germany to capture the. industrial Ruhr, followed

by exploitation into the inner iéaches of the Nazi homeland. Concur-

rently, the secondary cffort was airmed at clearing the ports of Brest,.

Cherbourg and Antwerp, This view was outlined in a cable, 4 Septem-

ber, to those clements under SIAEF control at the time. 'when 6th

Army Group came - under tactical - control of SHAEF, the Supreme Comman-"1

‘der's appreciation of the situation and proposed plan of actlon was

repeatcd to thls Hbadquartcrs.- -

. '; v
~ ‘support must be conoontrated bch ind the 21st Army Group on the-north S
for the all-out drive since the supply situation at that time did

With the 21st Army Group maklng tihe main effort the remalndcr of

o

. . /, ‘>, s '.).‘ ) A/i o '- 10‘_. v o ». v"»‘ B

Following this plan- meant t&at the bulk of Allled loz istlcali - nﬁf:

~ not permit continued pursuit oper ations by the entirc Overlord force. =" : '
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' -Athe front took on an offen31vc-defen51ve attltude. After the break n
c : * threugh at St. Lo, the Third Army had raced castward to join the i
3 - Seventh Army at Chaumont on 14 September. . This rapid advance soon i
L thereafter, when logistical support was shifted to the north, _
o slowed and gave the Germans Opportunlty to form some semblunce of
""" .. organized resistance which later took very definite shapos The = =
) gsame situation prevailed in front of Seventh Army. where it becawe.*;;f ¢
necessary .to slow up the pursuit 5o suppllos could catch up with
.- front.line elements, which were . then 480 miles from their beach-.
' head supply points. . . o .

: . Thus as Headquarters 6th Aray Group assumed command of Drogoon
- . Forces at 0001 B, 15 September, the ecnemy, which hitherto had been -

E‘ . The Allies in the north werec mainly committed to clearlng ports
| ‘ along the west of France and Belgium and attacking in the direction.
of the German Ruhr, On the front of Dragoon Forces, the enemy wes -
T fighting back fiercely and making a foot-by-foot w1thdrawal to tho
§; e "Vooges-Belfort Gap defen31ve p051t10n. L
SR E At this tlmo the G-2 Estlmate of the Situation was that the ;
. . Germans would attempt to hold & line running generally west of Bel-
- fort and tying into the easily defended Vosges mountains to the '
" North., This was borne out by increasing resistance along the.
' entire front espccially in front of Belfort Gap where. the Frcnch
i+ had reached to within 20 miles of the key bastion of Belfort. - -
: - Numerous reports were received of defensive positions being con-"‘

- reeling drunkenly backwards, was beginning to stabilize his defenses.tvk‘

structed along thls general line, Tho Estimate read: . ov~_;~f‘5f”“

'"Defen31ve works, terrain, a large number of second rate troops

and tho possible arrival of reinforcements secm to satisfy him as ,'wuf‘

. to his ability to hold this area. The Vosges Mountains offer natu-v
FRR . - ral positions for defensc which the enemy has built up considerably
’§J oo to form the center of his line. The build-up of armored strength '
N ‘ which is continuing along the German First and Nineteenth Army -
boundary (Lunev1lle-8arrebourg area) shows that. the enemy is obvi-*v
- ously aware of the danger to his forces should any penetration in |
the Lunev1lle arca open the road net to Strasbourg and the Rhlno.",

v : 6th Army Group held two fronts. One front fhced north and
‘ northeast in front of the Belfort Gap and generally west of the . .
Mosclle River. Cn Seventh Army's immediate left, the XV Corps of

Third Army had closed to the Moselle at Epinal and northward, hold- - . °

ing a bridgehecad at Charmes ‘while its. right flank tied - in w1th
VI Corps at Chaumont,’ " For front lines sece Figure 3. French Army
"B" was in the process of regrouping on the right of VI Corps._The
other front along the Franco-Italian frontier faced dast. - General
-Frederick's First Airborne Task Force held the southern sector of.
. this front as far north as Larche Pass while the French‘Z DIM held '
. the northern portion of the front. Sce Flgure 4

R SHAEF'S first dlrectlve of 14 September to the Southern Group
RPN - of . Armies, as 6th Army Group was designated, was received prior to’
' “the. recelpt later in the day of thc directivo from AFHQ transferring

v . SN : ,,')
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tactlcal control of Dragoon Forces to the Allled Supreme Commqnder’ :
Jine France. This directive instructed 6th Army Group - to "destroy ..
the enemy in zone west of the Rhine, secure crossings over the - L
Rhine and bréach the Siegfried Line between Basle and Strasbourg.". -
The first boundary between 6th Army Group and 12th Army Group was: o
Langres-Eplnal-btresbourg, all to 6th Army Group. A

Upon assuming conmand Headquarters 6th Army Group issued Oper- e
ational Memorandum Number One, dated 15 September, resume' of which
went over radio immediately upon receipt of AFHQ's cuble, Major
- items in the 1nstructlons were the new command channels and details '
 concerning reports required by this and higher headquarters. Slnce‘»‘\
- 6th Army Group officially came into the picture in the midst of =
. eperations already initiated under direction of Scventh Army and =

which had not been completed, there was little in the way of tact-
ical directives to be issued at this time. To cover this contin-

* . genecy, the Operational Memorandum directed beth Seventh Army and

French Army "B" to continue cperations in accordance with Seventh ‘
Army's last operational instructions, The last instructions dir- =
' ected French Army "B" on Belfert and Seventh Army on Eplnal. This
operation was underway and good prepress was being made in the Sev=-

' enth Army sector while the French were encountering stiffening resis- o

" tance the nearer they appro(_.ched the v1tal Belfort gate to the Rhlne. :

A .minor change in the mission of the Southern. Group of Armies
was embodied in a SHAEF cable of 16 September which moved nerthward ,
'slightly the inter-army group boundary to: 'Iangres-Epinaleaarbourg—. B
.Landau-Soeyer—dockenhelm, all to 6th Army Group, - -This was the first
shitt northward of the 1nter—army group boundary.. Later numerous
shifts were made, playing a vital part in the operatlons not only .
, of thls Army Group but’ also of the 12th Army Group on:the left,

Regrouping of French forces was completed on 18 September when
‘final ‘elemcnts-of II Frénch Corps closed in the new French zone'on
the right of VI US Corps, At this time official announcement was ‘f-('
made of the.redesignation. of French Army'"B" as First French 4rmy.’ . )
As the French went into the line. they prepared-for an all-out- attack =
‘on-Belfort, while VI Corps continued its progress towards Epinal =
and the Mosclle River, Epinal and Remiremont were captured on 23 ‘

. Scptember and crossings over the Moselle secured by the 45th ﬁnd

*,'36th D1v151ons. v PR , ; _“ﬁ

From the eutset of operatlons in Southern France,‘lt had becn
assumed that sometime after a junction of 41lied forces in France
had been effected a second US Corps would pass to the.control of
Headquarters 6th Army Group. This thought was c¢rystallized in'a
. conference at SHAEF on 22 Septemter when General Devers requested
‘attachment of XV Corps tc his command, The proposal was approved
but on Septermber 23 SHAEF dispatched a. cable to, GeneralDevers off-
ering an alternate solution, This: cable was two days enroute and
arrived on 25 September after 6th Army Group had forwarded recommen=" - @ -
dations to SHAEF asking for attachment of XV Corps as of 29 September.'»,
In'this same cable, 6th Army Group also recommended attachment of -
.- the 44th Infantry DlVlSion as soon as it arrived in Normandy to
- 12 - o A
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bolster the two-division XV Corps --‘79th D1v151on and French 2 DBa.
SHAEF's alternate proposal was studied, but: 6th Army Group adhered
to its former recommendations since cortact had alrcady been GStdb-
lished w1th XV Corps. \

- SHAEF acqulesced to 6th Arny Group 8 request and on 27 Septcm
ber a cable was received stating that XV Corps would be attsched to
" 6th Army Group as of 001 B, 29 September, confirming verbal infor-
mation received earliecr, SHAEF also agreed to the attachment of
one other infantry division, .the movement of which "will be given
lower priority to other moves presently.contemplated by CG, 12th
Army Group for re1nforc1ng center and left of his sector.ﬂ ,

The mlssion of 6th Army Group was not changed but the boundary_
'was moved northward to include the existing XV Corps zone,  The new
~ boundary: Chaumont-LuneV1lle-Saarbourg—Landau—He1de1berg, all to
" 6th Army Group, . .

Headquartors 6th Army Group issued Ietter of -Instructions Num-
ter One on 28 September, redefining missions of the two armies and
- passing the raswly acqulred XV Corps to control of Seventh Army,.

- The boundary between armies was: - Lure-Melisey-Le Thillot (to First -
French Army) - Erstein-Offenburg (to Seventh Army), This Letter of
Instructions bears the date of 26 September because it was prepared
on thgt date; however, it was not formally upproved and issued until
~ the 28th. : . :

Seventh Army had already captured its prévious objective of

‘ Epinal and had bridgehecads over the Moselle River. Hence, the scheme .

‘of maneuver was designed to carry both armies to the Rhine Rlvor.,

. Seventh Army was directed on Luneville and then on Strasbourg,
.First French Army was directed to breach the Belfort Gap and capture
Mulhouse and Colmar, 'The divergent main efforts of the two armies
were designed to by-pass the easily defended Vosges mountains, It .-

- was realized that the key terrain features of the Saverne Gap, ,
gateway to Strasbourg, and the Belfort Gap would be heavily defendod.,

“But it was belleved that drives through these better avenues of
approach would be easier and less costly than to attempt to force
the Vosges mountain. positions, especially since the approaching win- ' |
ter season heralded the advent of snow clogged rodds and sub-zero '
weather in the high reaches of the mountains, The maneuver was ’
designed to have these two forces close to the Rhine in the Mulhouse -
and Strasbourg areas end thcn 301n 1n the Rhine plaln to 1solate
the Vosges p031tlon. : S -

. Both armies were dlrected to take udvantage of any: opoortunlty S
to seize a bridgehead across the Rhine, Seventh Army was instructed
to make suitable arrangements with First+French Army for the latter's:
~ participation in the capture of politically 1mportant Strasbourg. )

. When the instructions rcached the armies to centinue the currentﬁt
offensive, heavy fighting had developed along the entire front with -

~ the right flank of the French Army being completly stopped, Small

. gains were made on the remainder of the front as the cnemy fought

-3 -
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desperately for every foot of ground in order to. galn time to
strengthen the Vosges-Belfort Gap position., Short in artillery and
artillery ammunition, 6th Army Group forces slugged it out with
the enemy over difficult terrain and in increasingly bad weather,
with infantry carrying the entire load of the advances. On 29
September Seventh army had captured Lure, Luxcuil and Ramber-
villers and reached. the western fringes of the Foret de Paroy.

In late September, the German troops in the Bordeaux area gave
some indication of surrendering their forces, numbering approxi-
mately 20,000, It was decided that the only unit, other than the .
FFI who were containing the German force, available to. receive the
surrender was the 3lst A4A Brigade commanded by Brigadicr General
Chapin- which was located in Marseilles., General Chapin was issued
instructions on 29 September to prepare a plan for a partyof offi-
cers and 400 enlisted men to proceed to Bordeaux to receive the sur-
render and escort the prisoners to Marseilles by rail. Necessary
arrangements were made for transporting and messing the escort,
truck transportation being provided as the rail lines were not com-
pletely operative between the two areas, The German forces clected
to form a "redoubt" in the tips of land surrounding the mouth of
the Gironde River, however, and eperations were postponed until ade-
quate, well equipped forces could be spared from other fronts,

Throughout Octobgr, hampered by serious shortages ir ammunition
and supplies, Seventh Arny and First French Army attempted to keep
the offensive rolling at full speed., But fighting grew fierocer as
the days passed and the enemy had more time to dig into his new
positions. However, the supply situation was getting better with
railroads open from Frejus via Alx, Sisteron and Grenoble to rail-
heads in the Pologny-Mouchard area, Another rail line from Mar-
seilles through Lyon and Dijon to the Vesoul-Beszncon area was also
~open, With the opening of these two rail lines, truck transportation
which had been employed in shuttling supplies from the beaches was
being withdrawn., Previously the two armies lived on a day by day
delivery of supplies but ‘this improvement of the railroad situation
forecast possibility of building up reserves in the army areas, be- -
'glnning not later than mid-October. . o

Despite the small gains, heavy fighting was encountered on
every side., In the Foret do Paroy and the battle for Le Tholy, .
Allied troops slugged doggedly through German defenses in depth to
finally take these 1mportant objectives., .

In the Foret de Paroy battle, the 79th Infantry Division, seek-
ing to continue its sustained drive, ran up against its first major !
opposition, Entrenched in the heavily foliaged forest, the enemy
hurled btack attack after attack of the US, infantrymen, Gathering
its forces, the 79th Zivision struck from the west-and fiorth te over-
come the strongpoint centered around a road junction deep within the
forest. The &mericans had entered the forest on 30 September, but it
was not until 15 October that they cmerged victorious on the eastern
fringes of the bloody bvattlegreund, In the final stages of this
action, the 44th Infantry Division began arriving from Normandyand
‘started relief of the exhausted 79th Division on 18 October,
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In the south, the 3 DIA had been shifted from its south flank
position northward to launch an attack on heavily defended Gerard-
mer area, key to the southecrn Vosges. This attack started 5 October.
After 12 slow, grinding days of fierce fighting the French had made
only small progress, capturing Rochesson and Cornimont and approach-
ing Le Tholy, another strong German defense point., To assist in
the attack, the 36th US Division, on the left of the 3 DIA, launched
an attack southeastward teoward the high ground in the vicinity of
Gerardmer on 16 Octoter. Hampered by rough, wooded terrain, the
attack progressed slowly. Bruyeres was captured 19 October,

On about 15 October G=-3 submitted to the Commanding General a
broad plan of operations which envisaged a main attack by First,
French Army on its left on or about 25 October to capture Colmar
while the weather would still permit a main thrust through the
Vosges. Furthermore, the main German strength at this time was in
the Belfort Gap. This attack was te be supported by almost the
whole of the medium and heavy artillery with the Group. It was felt
that this weight of artillery plus the possible surprise element
would permit the French to gain the castern slopes of the Vosges
in three d~ys and Colmer in five dgys. The plan further provided
for the rapid movement of the bulk of the artillery back to the VI
Corps of Seventh army bcginning the night of the third day and com-
pleting the night of the fifth day of the attack., Then Scventh ‘
Army would launch its main attack with VI Corps directed on Stras-
~ bourg on the morning of the sixth day., :

It was the view of G-3 thot, since we lacked the artillery and
other resources necesscry to keep strong attacks by two armies going
successfully, we should mass owr means behind first one &rmy and then

the other in rapid succession in an effort to break the very obvious

stalemate that was developing on our front, The Army Group Commander
approved the plan in principlec and directed that its feasibility be
examined in-detail., Detailed examinatien of its logistical impli-
cations disclosed that, although owr supply situctien was improving
considerably, the ammunition and other supplics required for execu-
tion of the plan could net be accumulated before early November with
our meager transportation facilities., Hence, logistics, and not

+ terrain or the German, continued to be our most formidable opponent
for the moment. Accordingly, the plan was held in-abeyance while
G-4 continued tc¢ bend his energies to improve our supply position. '
The plan was eventually abandoned in favor of the plan of 28 October
since by early November weather .in the kigh Vosges would prove to

be a very decisive factor in the.selection of a plan cf mancuver,

By month's cnd the 36th Division had battled its way‘through
the woods north of Gerardmcr and was in a position to outflank the
strong Gerardmer position, Farther to the north, the 3rd US Division

had fought through the Vosges foothills to the highgrourdd ovcrlooking

St. Die and on 26 October cleared the wooded terrain south of Raon
L'Etepe. The French 2 DB, operating with the XV Corps, captured
Baccarat on 30 C(ctober and opened the way te Raon L'Etape from the
northwest., ‘

- 15 - | ‘ o
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On 28 October a new SHAEF directive ordered the Southern Group
of adrmies to: . .

Continue the offensive to breach the Siegfried Line cast
" of the Rhine, destroy the encmy in zone and déploy in strength across
the Rhinc with a view to a later advance in a northern direcction; and
launch a strong attack west of the Pfalzerwsld in conjunc-
_ tion with the southern flank of the Central Group of Armies to brcach
the Siegfired Line,

This OVerall mission was too broad to be passed on to the Armies
at this time. Hence, Headquarters 6th Army Group divided the mission
into two phases., The initial phase to "capture Strasbourg and clear
 the area west of the Rhine" was incorporated in Letter of Instruec-
tions Number 2, issued 28 October. The second phase was left for a
later date when developments could better point the best plan for
accorpllshlng the a831gned mission,

Twin drives towurds the Rhine were enV1saged by these latest
instructlons to the Armies, Seventh Army's main effort was directed
on the axis Epinal-Strasbourg. First French Army was directed to
launch a strong attack to breach the Belfort Gap. As a prelude to
the general attack, Seventh army was directed to seize a line of
departure along the high ground north of Gerardmer by 5 November.
First French Army was to lounch a local attack, by-passing Gerardmer, ;
not later than 1 NOchber to assist the SeVenth army's attack, R
|

No date for the co—ordinatod attack was gnnounced. Army plans
for their offensives were directed prepared and submitted to Head-
quarters 5th army Group for approval not later than 4 Novombor. '

Proepects of carrying the new directive to a successful conclu-
sion appeared brighter with the arrival in Marseilles on 25 October :
of the 100th and 103rd Infantry Divisions, . These divisions had been - .
- diverted from western France to 6th Army Group. The 14th Armored o

Division was cxpected to-. begln arr1v1ng in Marselllcs during. the firs
part of Novonber. _ .

" Thus as the month approached its final stages, Flrst French
Army waes facing the heavily fortified Belfort Gap; Gerardmer,

- guardian of the Schlucht Pass through ‘the Southern Vosges, wes in -
danger of being encircled; and Seventh Army was approaching 'St. Die,.
Raon L'Etape, Badonviller and Blamont. This placed éth army Group
forces face to face with the prepared Vosges-Belfort Gap defense
position, last stop short of the Rhine River., For front lines see

Figure 5.

Fightlng durlng the perlod 15 September - 1 November had been
"a continuation of the pursuit of a defeated enemy who was falling
back on his bases, rcserves and prepared positions, while our pur-
suing forces werec outrunning their supply lines. '~ During the later
part of Cctober, German defenses had begun tu crystelize as a result
of the necessary slackening of the allied pace due to the supply
situation, ' After reaching the lMoselle River it hdd been necessary -
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.for &41lied forces to slacken their speed due to the distance they had
advanced from their supply bases. It was not until mid-October. that
supply points moved into the army areas and the 900-mile turn around
with truck transportation was partidly eliminated. #hile from a
purely tactical standpoint the rapid advances could have been main-
tained, the supply situation did not permit it due to destroyed
railroads and limited truck transport. Thus it was cmphatically
brought out that any offensive force can advance only as rapidly as
its supply situation pcrmits end that a retreating ecnemy, given any -
breathing spell, can marshall his forces and quickly orgunize a
defensive position that will require months of hard fighting to
break.

Another 6th Army Group front - the Franco-Italian Bord(r -
demanded attention during thls period,

Detailed study by G-3 planrers on 24 Scptember had p01ntod
to the advisability of turning over the entire Franco-Italian:
Frontier to the French.,” This plan had not materialized. Orders
were reccived from SHaEF to relieve elements of the american
First Airborne Task Force (FABTF), occupying the southern scctor, -
for another mission. This relief was originally ordered to be
accomplished by 10 November but this date was leter changed by
SHAEF. On 11 October, First French Army was dirccted to relieve
the FABTF in zone and assume responsibility for the entire front,
The French countered that it was impossible for them to assume -
this added reSpon31b111ty due to lack of troops and equipment. Plans
were worked out in an effort to put the French in a position to tako
over this front, but no satlsfactory solution was found. ILater the
44th Aai Brlgade was established as a separate command under Headquar- '
ters 6th Army Group and ordered to relisve the FABTF (Prov).

Battle casualties during this period numbered 6,994 for First
French army and 12,849 for Seventh Army. The First French irmy took
11 785 prisoners while Seventh Army counted-lZ 327 through its cages.

‘ Reallzlng the need for coordlnated advanced planning, A C of S,
G-3, recommended formation of a Joint Planning Staff, which was
destined to play a big part in operations of the Army Group through-
out the entire war, The recommendation was approved and’ organlza-
tion of the Joint Planning Staff Group was announced on 10 October

194+o

Functioning under the supervision of the 4. C. of S, G-3 and
responsible to the Chief of Staff through A, C. of S, G-3, the
Joint Planning Staff was composéd of Deputy A, C, of S, G-3, Plans
and Operations, Director; representatives appointed by A. C. of S,
G-L and A, C. of 5, G2, Chief of G-3 Plans, Chief of G-4 Plans,
~the Chief Air Advisor to the Army Group Commander, and recorder
from G-3 Plans., In addition, the Directdr was authorized to coopt -,
the serv1ces of representatives of other general and special gtaff ‘

-o17-
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sections when their assistance was required. Representatives of

A, C, of S, G-5, the Engineer and the Chief Signal Officer were
appointed about 25 November 1944 on oral direction of the Chief

 of Staff, | s

The function of the Joint Planning Staff was to provide the.

" information necessary to form an integrated plan and mold. such-

informatien into feasible operational plans, with recommendations
to the Chief of Staff, The directive which established the Joint
Planning Staff specified that the facts furnished by the members
were to be in accord with those known to the Chiefs of Staff
Sections but that plans and studies prepared need not necessarily
represent the personal views of the Section Chiefs, Completed
plans represented majority opinion, Minority reports were sub-
mltted in the event of non-concurrence. .A. C. of S, G-3 was
charged with.reconciling conflicts of opinion insofar as possible
prior to submission of plans to the Chief of Staff., Copies of all

JPS papers were circulated to staff sections: concerned,as soon as: .

, pos51b1e, upon completlon.

Thus the JPS did the "'pick and shovel" Work and provided the
, correlated information for consideration by the General Staff,
Establishment of the JPS provided an authorized means of direct
-contact between individuzls of the various staff sections on the
planning level and obviated delay due to processing plans or.
requests for data or information through channels. .

- 18 -
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" “the German Fifth Panzer and Pincteenth ariics were foeing 6th firmy Group - . ./

: ) o 0,
Tt . RS S

CHAPTER FOUR ' .-~ .o
JNURTHE TO THE RHINT - -

-: Unable to launch an all-out offensive ‘to close to the Rhine‘due.to PR
the lack of supplies, 6th Army Group began building reserves of ammuni- -
“tion, gasoline and food in army rear areas during the latter part of o
© October. At the same time, limited objective attacks were being car-
ried out to gain a suitable line of departure for the offensive; already
ordered; lid-November was set by G-4 as the earliest an all-out coordi- '
qated attack could be fully supported logistically. . ' : AR

- plans for the attack were prepared in detail by armies and submitte ..
 to Headquarters 6th Army Group for approval., Coordination of details of -
. “these plans was worked out with Third Army. _Headquarters 6th Army Group = °
Seventh Army and Third Army had studied the German habits. 'One of the -« . .
eneny characteristics‘recalled.Wasvthé‘habitual timing of his ust of ~
‘general reserves, Jmost “without fail, the German moved his general L
reserves on the cvening of the second day or the morning of the third . =
day of our attack. We decided to make this trait pay dividends, There-~ -
fore, it was agreed initially that Third Army would attack in the Metz . .. )
~area between 10-15 November, and 6th irmy Group would attack not earlier.
than threec days and not later than five days after Third .irmy's atteck.
. By this it was hoped that the second attack would catch the. Cerman '
- general reserves on the move, thus confronting the encmy commander- with '
the difficult decision of what then to-do yriith-them. . U

o

- geventh irmy's plan required XV Corps to make the drmy Group main ©
offort on the axis Sarrebourg-Strasbourg. The h4th and 79th Infantry . -
Divisions were to meke the initial. assault with the Fronch 2 DB in. oo o0
rcserve, alerted to exploit a breakthrouch., One RCT of cach infantry

. division was motorized to eXploit any favorable situation. The .rmorcd °
Division wms not to be-ecmployed until infantry had penetrated deeply

into cnomy defenses =nd gained suitable terrsin for armored action. s
The L5th Infantry Division, in Army, reserve, was carmerked for use by .
the XV Corps and placed on a 12~hour alert when the atteck commenced. . U,

 pirst French Amy's plen called for a drive on thé axis ©ontbellic
T'ulhouse, by-passing strongly defended Pelfort to the south. I Corps .
on the south was to meke the jrmy main cffort. ' Rt

‘The cnemy situation was studied. continuously. G-2. reported that {'~; 

. along the Vosges-mclfort Gap line. "Total strength of these two armies: |
" west of the Rhine wns estimated at 77,500 combot. effectives, 410 ar- o

tillery picces and 120 tanks. Replacawnt of certein nobile clemonts -
of the Fifth Panzer Lray on the north flank by ncew fortress and other- .

" static units indicated thot the onomy felt his slorth flank wos reason— &
. ably scecure. . o e . S ,

a
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Forc:s of 6th ..rmy Group had bucn bolstoraed by the ~rrivel of the

100th Infentry Division in Scvunth Jrmy orca on 2 Novusbor., On

9 Hovember, <loemcnts of the 103rd Infontry Division bogmn arriving

in the Srmy orea,  vith the two newly orrived divisions, 3evonth - .
Army boasted ~ total of cight divisions, onc of wihich was arnorcd. '

}eanwhile, the Wth Arcorcd Division closcd in erscillces on
2 Novenber and was being couipped ropidly proprratory to rovenunt
vorthunrd, ’ :

First French Army now had six . divisions, having boen acugincited
durirg Qctober by arrival of the 5 DB from iiarscillus nnd 2 DIH
from the Franco-Itolinn border where the lobter was relicved by
the 4 DIl

This-added strength gave the Southern Group of Arcics 14 ,
divisiorns, three of wiich were armored., Ono more armored division,
the 14th, was in sight,

4s plans for-the attack to close to the Rhine were boing wiven a
o final polishing, Headeuartors 6th Army Group wes dirccted to
liquidate Germen clomonts astride the Gironde Estuery in Southwest
Fronce., In addition to FFI units currently in the arez, use of
one French Corps of not to excocd two divisions was authorized,
French General de 'Larminat woes sclected to command the forcces
for the operation, SHAZF dirccted thot the operction be compluted
by 1 Jenuaory 19L5. Purposc of the operation wrs to clear the Gironde
Tstuary which controlled the importent and badly nceded port of
Bordcaux,

At this time, 4 November, it weos estimsted that there were
approxinately 25,000 cnemy in the pockets north of Bordeaux with
270 guns, 35 tonks ond threo submerines,  Contoining the pockoets
wiere 22,000 poorly crned ~nd troined FFI troops. Thaese FFI troops
were to be used in the ottack aldéng with the two divisions to be

viithdrown from First Fronch Army,

Plens were imiacdiatily drawn to usc the French 1 DB and 1 DT
to conduct thec opcrotion, At this tinc, drtes for their withdrowal
from the w»resent front rangsd from 7-30 Decimbor, - HNo cction,
other thon plenning, wos token ot this tinc.

To tcke advontage of favorable weathor, making utilization of |
~ir‘power possible, Third Amay “jumbod off in its atiock on 8 Hoveme |
ber, two doys carlicr then contomploted. If 6th irmy Group vios ‘ :

to toke maximum'adﬁano:gc of consceucnt possible diversion of ‘ |
Germen troops tovards the fetz ocrea, dccording to the agreed plon,

Seventh Zrmy and Tirst Fremch Army must attick no later thon 13

November, After o hurricd confercnce ond revicw of G-4 implico-

tions, it was agreed that the attack was foasible. Scerct lotters:

were dispatched iwmedictely by officer couricrs to the lrmy comwnanders

announcing D=Day os 13 Noveinber.
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";'lO miles wcrc reported, fifuvwhile,. the. VI Corps captured the high

AS timc for thr attack uppTOaChvd the wcath'r on. 6th Armv Group v

front grcw progressively worse.: Blinding rain or snowstorms raged’
through the whole areca. In ‘the Vosges arcas roads -werc alrcudy .
. clogged by snow drifts ‘and temperaturcs droppcd below freozing,
Streams and rivers through the lower arcas had OVCISﬂlll(d ‘
- their 'bk.nks._~ . .

, BCCdUSO ~f thls tad wcuthcr, First French &rmy rcquested por-:

-~ mission to pestpenc D-Day. - Howcver, on 12 Novembor word was reccived
“that the French attack Jould be -launched as schcduled. But en 13
Movember the French did not attuck, posproning epcning of tho¢r K
offensive one day. . Seventh hrmy sct 0700 hours,_ 3 Yovember as
H-Hour. S

Gcncr 1 DOVCTQ ccn51dcred the p0551b111ty of postponang thc
attack in en cffort to got better weathcr ~hen air .support would .
" be possible, ~But at about 2300 hours, 12 Nevcmber, he informed @ -
G 3 that the sttack would not be postponcd rcmgrkﬂng in cffcct .

"Tho Gormans mill not cprct us to attuck in such ch hfr.
e v1ll gct surprlac.” a . . :

, As schedulcd Seventh army launchcd sts uttuck at 0700 hours, RS
'13 November, in & snowstorm, ' Artillcry fire throughout the pre-

. vious night had pounded cnemy batterics, culminating in a. shert, -
© vidlent barrage on cnemy front line positions just before H-hour.
 The mein cffort of Scventh Army, being carricd out by XV Corps,
- was supported by approximetcly 350 artillery picecs, cxclusive -
"of the guns of tenks <nd tonk destroyers. In wddition, a'major-’
" ity of VI Corps artillery was sightcd to flre in support of the

* N
Yo

min cffort.  See Figure 6 S : _ ; . ,>M:v

JLittle rc51stuncc from tr00ps Wes rCﬂortcd on bCanth hrmy fronu i

- during the first day, indjcating complotc surpise. -The Germen
trenches in front of the right division of the main cffort (XV.

' Corps) wcre not occupicd, «nd they jileh g qulckly overrun,. Large num—

. bers of hntl—tank mincs,™ untl-p(rsonncl mincs, Looby traps, cnd .
" boggy ground were ¢ncountercd, houcvcr, cgusing rclutlvcly slo ;
‘ progross 1n1t1ully.~ . . ; ‘

. Boglnnlng ut 1200 hours, 1 lovcmbcr, First- Frknch LTIy, luunchcd
its attack, =:ith I Corps on the south muklng the muin cffort, ' Ini-
tial progrcss wes sutlsfuctory. ds in front of chcnth Army, num—
crous - mlnrs gnd booby trups Jorc cncount(rcd ,

Dcsolto ano:, boggy tcrruln und bncmy obstuclcs, thc htthck
. progrcss;d ropidly. On 16 November, First French army broke throagh
the Belfort Gup dofcnSCg in a triplc pcnetration on a 27-milc wide f
front, extcrding north ond west from tho, Swiss bordsr. Guins up to:

- greund southwest of ‘St. Dic cnd clecred Re.on L'LtupC. By-pussing

N 1

Blamont, XV Corps hu advenecd threo mllts to .the. st of tho«town._»-fﬂ‘”

S

_ 21,—: : | ‘v\ ;I,j 4:‘7,
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'Pushing with unabuted determination, clements:of I French Corps'

brekc through to the Rhinc River on 20 November, capturing Huningen
and Kembs and reducing all cnemy rcsistance betwecen the two -towns.
Farther west, Belfort was capturcd. Mcanwhile, VI Corps foreed =~ |
crossings of the Mcurthe River in the St. Dic-Raon L'Etape scctor.
Having broken through cnemy defenscs, XV Corps infuntry capturcd . .
Sarrcbourg @and the Froench 2 DB was rushed through the holc to ox-

. ploit to the east and northeast. - g R

Aftcr following the doughboys to Sarrcbourg, the French armor
took the lead, swinging north ond south of the mtin route through )
.- the Vosges. mountains -~ the Savernc Gup -- to the Rhinc Plain, .
~ Littlc resistaince wis met and the crmor rushed hcudlong for Saverne,
outflanking the key communication ccnter from the south and north.
On 22 Novcmber, French armor captured Savernc and cut the main cast-
west route from Nency to Strasbourg cast of the Vosges. In this
mancuver the armor had alrcady opened two routes into the Alsdce -
, Plain over which infantry clements werc rushing to toko full advan-
~tage of tho.armored drive, On VI Corps front, St. Die was. cntercd.
- The French took Mulhouse and advanced eight miles northward, 8

After copturing Severne, 2 DB momentarily halted its eastward | N
‘adrance to elear the mnin highway through the Vosges via the Saverne = -
Fass, Then doing an about fucc, the.armor sped towards Strasbourg, - v
cntering the:city on 23 November after mcoting little resistance.,. o

- .Much cxcitement was oceasioned by reports from the front that xv . L
+ - Corps had captured a bridge over the Rhinc River intaet in this - = v |
- action and thot clements of 2 DB werc alroady deployed cust of the .
Rhine in Germany. Ioter rcports, however, proved this wishful think- =

ing. ‘ i : o A

- On our cxtreme right as the two French armorcd divisions 1 DB..
. end 5 DB turncd north in pursuit of the complotely disorganized =~ .
. cnemy, fatc took a hand in. thc proccedings. Trying to utilize the
‘samc routc which was tlrecady in usc by othcr traffic, ‘combat commands. .
of. 5 DB bcezme hopelessly cnsnarled in traffic jams, during which a. ' =
. scrious Germon counter attack was lounched towards Delle but repulscd.
o G-3 und two other officers. of Headquarters 6th Army Group witnossed
- this traffic tic-up during the night of 20-21 Novembor, It was probe.
- @bly the worst evir witncssed, for which the Chief of Staff of 5 DB .
‘was reported to have been rcliecved by General do Lottre, i Unfortunately [
' this rclief was accomplished only aftcr:the damage was done end not . - h
. before 5 DB initiated its movement, It required 48 hours to straighton o
o out the traffic jams, and by that time the cnemy had reorganized suff-: ' -
o icicntly to cstublish o defensive position along the Doller River and . |
~ north of Mulhousc, hinged on the Hardt Forcst and Rhine River, - French
elements were unable to breuk through this line, And with that, . v
.advances northward down the Rhine Plain onded for soveral wecks to comc, -

~ By 25 November, cnomy positions in thg northern Vdsgés, on VI
Corps front, hzd completcly collapscd and elements of 2 1B werc drive
ing south up the Rhinc Pluin south of Strusbourg.and Mulsheim., o

-2 - .
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At this tlme, 6th Army Group had three possible 1ines of" uctlon.
One was to hold on the north and divert forces to the south to assist
the French in completely closing to the Rhine., . Another was to follow'
exactly SHAEF's directive and launch an attack to the north in con-
junction with Third army’ to breach the alegfrled Line, while leaving
the French to complete the job in the south, .

;eventh Army and planners of Headquarters 6th army Group posed
"a third course of action., During the time the 13 November attack was
being planned and executed, Seventh army-had mide detailed plans for.
crossing the Rhine in stride., Crossing sites had teen selected betwcen
Strasbourg and Karlsruhe. Now Seventh army wanted to cross the Rhine
and breach the Siegfried Line in a singlc operation, %ying its '
- bridgehead initially to the northern tip of the Black Forest.

JPS agreed with Sovcnth army and recommonded thut linc of action
on 19 November,

This was the situation and "behind tho scene thlnxlng" as 6th
Army Group came to the cross erdS of its battle.

In a conferenco in Vittel on 24 Novomber, attended by General
Eiscnhower and General (then licutenant gencral) Bradley, Commanding -
' General of 12th Army Group, the situation was discussed. Following
the conference, Seventh army was directed to swing the bulk of its
forces northward in an attack to breach the Sicgfried Line. Scventh-

Army!s secondary mission was to assist the First Frcnch Army in closing - = .

to the Rhine, First French Army wes' instructed to destroy the cnémy
nest of the Rhine and close to thc River in zone, By these tactics,
-6th 4rmy Group continued to protect the southern flank of the 12th
Army Group and assist its northern n01ghbor in closing to tho Rhlno
in zone. -

< Accordingly, on 28 November, XV Corps launched an attack north-
ward in the directicn of Hagcnau, In threce days, gains up to 10 milcs
had been mude and the Moder River reached at scveral points, Howcver,
heavy fighting devcloped around Hagensu and Bitche, slowing the north- -
Jard march of tho amcrican unlts. bee Figure 7.\ '

HCanhllv, act1v1ty on thc Franco-It talian front had bcen llmitcd
to patrel actlon and relief of units by both Amerlcun and French

clements,

\

As ordercd by Headquarters-6th Army Group in Opcrational Momo-. !
randum Number Three on 8 November, the newly constituted 44th AAA
Brigade Command bcgan relicving clements of the FABTF on' 15 November,
Brigadier Gencral Ralph Tobin, Commanding General, 44th AdA Brigide
assumed command of the southern sector on 21 Novbrbcr, fOllOdlng
rclief of elements of FABTF,

At this timc the 19th and 68th Armorcd. Infuntrj Buttfllons of the:
14th Armorcd Division, which had arrived on 10 Novcmber, werc holding .
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: REQTRICT.L‘JD
. sectors in the. line, These ‘units were nccdcd on thc main front to

: . operate with their parent unit. The 442d Infantry, loss tho .100th .

o Infantry Battalion which had arrived on the alps scctor on 13 Novombor,

- was withdrawn from the Seventh Army front and assigncd to 44th Asd
Brigede to relicve these Armorcd Infuntry Battalions, On 23 November
the 4424 Infantry, (-100th Bn) arrived and the 19th Armored: Infantry.
Battalion wes rollevcd On 25 Novemker the 899th 4aA  Buttalion Lo
arrived and the First. 3pecial Scrvice Forcc cnd the €8th Armorcd B
Infantry Battalion were reclicved on 28 November and 1 Docember, ' .
respectively., On 6 Docember the 65th Infontry Regiment (-2 B“ttﬂllons)
arrived on the Alps front, By 15 December the composition of the -~ - .

.+ front line troops of the 44th 4iaA Brigode was as follows: . B

4424 Infantry. AR
o ’ ST 65th Infuntry ( 2 Bns) and S
L P 899th 4AA Battallon (actlng uS infentry)., ]

4s Seventh Army'!s attick progrcsscd northwurd durlng the first of .
- .. Decembrr, First French army's attempt to closc the Colm:ur Pockct from
vt the .south and west wes meoting increasing dlfflcu7t1(s. Onl:r minor
galns ueTre b01ng medeo. . v

To bolgt€r First French Army and relicve scventh Army of rcs-
‘ poBsibility for waging a dual-front battle, Headquarters 6th army
. Group issucd Letter of Instructions Number Four, 2 Docember., o

: Scventh army wes directcd to c.pture Sclestut in & mancuver - z
~ designcd to pinch out ‘two of VI Corps! divisions fighting in the S e
French Zone and make them sveilable for use in the north.  Two Seventh L
Army divisions--French 2 DB and 36th US Infantry Division--wcrc
. ordcrcd passed to control of First French Army as soon s oolcst t
o owas cupthred. s

‘ Onn dey 1Ltcr, 3 Doccnbcr Vl Corps c;pturud oclostxt wnd e
- Ribcaguville after breaking through the Vosges Mountoins, .The 1*‘rcnch
"at the s:mec time had penetratcd farther into the Vosges Nount»ins and ,
c4pturod the Bussang Piss, - . , : : oo
: after QCCOmpllShlng 1tg mission in the Frcnch zone, Sovcnth army, .
© begun withdrawing the VI Corps minus thc 36th Infuntry Division. Tho
VI Corps swung . northward down the Ehinc: Pluin to assist XV Corps in
. brcuaching. the, alogfrlcd Linc, On 5 Deccmber,. 12th airmorcd Division .
was wssigned to 6th army Group and subsequently come under control of
XV Corps. By this time, the cntirc scventh army was pushing northward i
. tewards the Siegfried Lan XV Corps on thr lcft =nd VI Corps on thc rlw'?"

ocvcnth army 1ook d foru.ré to rcce1v1nF rclnforccmcntq in the’

_ form of thrce ncw divisions coming over from the Stotes. Initiclly, A
the threc divisions werc to be cssigned to 6th army Group but SH.EF, . 7,
acquicscing to roquests from 12th army Group, ugrced for one of tho ,‘& o
divisions to go to Third .rmy and the othcr two to Seventa .rmy, The . -
63rd and 70th Infuntry Divisions vere to comc to Dcvonth Army «nd tho

”42nd WS to go to Third army., " -~ -
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Thb DlVlSlonS came pleccmecl, rlrst units to arrive were . IR

'thc 1nf1nt“ clements. Theose units were cquipped ¢s rapidly as o

‘,pOSSIblc end. shipped to the army arca. The 63rd cnd 70th Divisions

were uSolgnCd to Seventh Krmy on 8 December but did not begin -

. .crriving in the crmy crec until sometime loater. -It was not folt o
- thut the divisions as aUCh would be rcuay for emplovmcnt untll EE R SR

mld-FebruorJ.

- #whilc a"”ltlng the urrml of thc r'upportln,, “rms gpd scrv1ccs, IR

" Seventh army doc1ded to give thc .ncw intentry componcnts front linc .

“expericnce on @ quiet scctor, along the Rhinc River front. ' The new ‘1"‘5

‘Soultz-Sous-Forcts. On 15 December soventh army crpturcd Luutcrbourg,»

area, wWerce llnltcd

infantry rcglments werc to replacc regiments of- divisions ulrcuqy o ‘p~:5j
in the linc, permitting thosc units thit hed been fighting almost R

- continously 51nco lundlng in Southcrn Frhnco to tako a brc“thlng A
' SpOll. . ' . a

On 11 Decambcr, Vi Corps clecred -Hao ccnhu while YV Corps )
cuptured Pctlt-Rldcrchlng on’ the Maginot Line, old French border
dCfCTSbS. Onlv minor gdvgrces were *ﬂportod bj Flrst Frpnch LTI,

Brcdklng northw.rd ¢ ftcr cupturlng Hagcnnu, orvanth “rmy clcgrcd
thc Hugenuu Forest on 13 December and w.s fighting in Seltz and

Y

neer the Gormun bordcr, but othor nvunccs, ¢ pucl”llv in. the: Bitcho

Elcm(nts of VI Lorps crosscd thc Germen bordcr in thr IhlnL N
Pliin 16 Dccember to guln brldgchc ds over thr Lauter Ilvcr Lnd
copturc Vlgscmbourg. : . - L :

) /

Brcbuso the nced for 211’ clcm(nts of the Flrot Frrnch Arny in -
the currcnt b.ttle was pressing, SHAEF cgrced on 14 December to'a ‘,Q,‘_‘J;

. postponcment of Opcr. tion Independence. However, 1 DMI hzd ulroLdJ RIRIE

movcd the bulk of its elcments to Vcst(rn Frﬂncc. T R

‘AS 5ovonth ATy WS €ntor1n" the Slogfrlcd defenscs on 16 S
Dccember, the German counter offensive struck in the Ardvnncs. No

: 1mmcd1 tc cha nge WS dec in orvcnth arm/'s m1551on.

For a short time’ 1ongcr, gcvcnth “rnj continucd its north; rd

drive. galnst stiffcning rosistance @s the famed Sicgfricd Line was

. ~rcceived - orders from SHAEF to relicve cloments of Third a¥my covering

. go’ 1mmcd1ate1y on. the dcf onsive,. . For front llnFS of greatcst advanccs/”‘,vf
sce- FlgUre 6. B Lo R ]

rcuched and penctrated ot several points. On 19 Dccﬂnbcr, US Infintry 3-”f

‘and armor were fighting in the >1cgfr10d dofenscs in the Wlspcmbourg .
. arce cnd to the cost end in the converted Maginot defenses in the . 0

Bitche "urca.  -Minor advances wort, reported on First French irmy front .
at this time with the capture of laise rsbrrﬂ by tho 36th Us D1v sdon .

'und the occup tion. of Mlttclllhr. : : - L ”f;iﬁ

But ¢bventh Army's derO north) rd w:s to be ohbrt:llvcd The o8
Gnrmgn offensive ,of 16 December wis on. . Hge :dquarters 6th Lrny Group ,5“ .

the front af two cerps on the immcdiatc left of 3cventh army and to-
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There may be some qucstion as to who sthor it "ould hve b<on
botter to permit Scoventh army to continue its offcnsive through

the 3icgfricd Linc, which wos progrecssing rapidly, rither thon to
assumc thc defensive. Brecching of the Siegfricd Lince in the
disscmbourg creca would have opened the rorthern Ehine plain to

allied troops and outflankcd tho strong defenscs in front of

Third Army. #hot influcnce this would h.ve had on the German's
Ardennes offcnsive is mainly conjecturc, but it is within tho reclm
of possibility thut some Germen elements curmirked for Funcstcdt's
drive would hive been divertcd southw.rd to counter the Scventh army
with o rcsultent weikening of the muin Germun effort in the north,

. . \

‘ As an over2ll operction, the offcensive beginning on the Licurthc
and in front of Bclfort G-p on 13 November proved highly succcssful.
From the plknnlng stendpoint, it wos well conceived ¢nd coordin:.ted
in c¢very minor detcil. This plenning and coordinition nctted results
beyend « prctctlon. By G=2ing that ths German would commit his
general reserves in front of the Metz offensive proved corrcet. Thus,
when bcvcnth army opencd its big guns und drove for the Rhine and
Strasbourg, the cnemy hod little oxcept local roserves, to throw in
the way of the fr-st moving armor and motorizcd infuntry. *

) The main effort of 3cventh army, corricd out by FATIES ofp,, Wis
an exempliry instunce of the utilization of armor in its m2in rolc,
cxploitetion after the outer cnemy defeénscs have been penctrited,
The¢ 2 DB wes hcld in TCSCLTVe, ! wftcr being passed through in the ini-
tinl attack until the mein cnemy defenscs h.d been penctrated .nd
suitsble terrsin for the employment of armor rruchoed, It wes o
brillicnt moneuver thot scnt the French ¢ armored division around thv
Severne Pnss to come in from both north wné south to outflznk the
 strong, cusily defended position, rcsulting in opening of multi-routes.
into the slscce Plain,  Motorized infuntry followed closely the
French armor, end burcly hoé the armor stopped running before
infentry wes on the ground to hold what h.d «lrecdy bien goined, or
to sssist in reduction of finzl cnemy strongnoints. v _

The initial French drive through the Belfort Gap employed the
sumc principlcs---m:king helcs in the cnemy line with infentry,
followzd by cxpldéiting armor. This breached the Belfort Gip 2nd
permitted the armor to dush to the Fhine und cupturc Nulhoubb.§

The principal bone: of contcntion in the op‘ ritions during
November wnd the first part of December hinges cround the Colmar :
,Pockct, To suy thit it wes teoficully unsound to swing the bulk of
Scventh army northw.rc to ussist Third army in breiching the si- ofrlfd\
Line when the cnemy was on the, run and whilc the Colmor Pockct W
sti1l in existcnce is without bosis. The French hid driven brljll“ntlj ‘
to the hinc ond through strongly defcnded Belfort. aveilible
the French to raduce the pockct were four French Infontrs Div151onu,
. thrce French armored Divisions, onc US Inf.ntry Division, und the
equivalent of another infantry division'in'smallorvFrcnch‘units;

..2_6..
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- There was no indic.tion thut the French would not be able to
cccomplish their mission vnd closc to the Lhine all the wey from
Busle to Strusbourg with little difficulty. Many consider.tions
must ‘be. token into wccount in the fiilure of the French to corry
this out. Initiully, the troffic jum of wrmored units, when the
cnemy wes on the run and French .rmor wus in hot pursuit, definitely
influenced the zction., This guve the Germin time to rcgroup (nd
prcpure now defenscs. This is what stomped the French in the South,
When the treffic jum we.s finally straightcned out «nd on attempt.
to cruck the hustily thrown up encmy defensc linc fiiled, little
progress was micc on this front until muny weeks later. Too,
Fronch cocsualtics, especiclly in officers in colonial outfits,
hid been heavy. No replaccments were availeble for these men
familizr with hundling coloni:l troops. This rcsulted in «
lowrring of mor:lec und cfficicney in divisions thut hud curricd:
the brunt of fighting for the French forces since landing in
Southcrn France. This w.s the principal contributing factor to
failure, ond could not h.vc becen enticip ted by Heudquarters 6th
Lrny Group.

as for us the scventh army's drive northw.rd w:s concerncd, -
the proof of the pudding is in the cating., Sinec the Sicgfricd
Linc hid boen penctroted in several plices und anericuin units wcre
fighting in Germ.ny gens.rolly @1l along the VI Corps front, rosults
shinc us « monumcnt to the success of this opcration. Seventh army
~felt it could cithcr cross the Rhine und estiblish & bridgchend
hinged on the northcrn tip of the Bl.ck Forcst or continuc through -
the Siegfried Line with not too much difficulty. "If" stands out -
28 the sulicnt word in this situztion, ond since thire wis no chounce
to prove. thc contecntion mede, no battle tricd solution is possible,
Onc conclusion uppcurs obvious. The German ardenncs offcensive: and
the conscquent shifting of smerican divisions from the Sunr front-
to the north robbed the Scventh und Third armics of & brillicnt snd
crushing victory in the Suur Basin in Deeember/Jonuiry. For on
20 December, only broken Germun units stood between them und the
Rhinc,

During the period covercd by this report, shortage of infrntry
rcplacements began to be felt scriously. Casualtics had not bien too
hcavy in comparison with results obtuincd but the shortage resulted
from a2 lack of men in reinforcements pools.

4t the bcginning of Novembecr, Scventh army w.s short 2,602A
infantry rcpli.cements. By 15 Dedember this short-ge hnd reached
6,782. But £till the situation h:=d not bceome critical,

CasualtZcs suifered by Scventh army from 1 November to 15
December werc: killed, 2,441; wounded, 13,658; missing, 2,079,

French casurltics over ths same poriod totaled 14,881 killed,
wounded «nd missing. N : .

Scventh army countcd 25,066 prisoncrs through its cages during
this ptridd while First French army capturcd o total of 9,726 prisoncrs,
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE GFRMAN COUNTER OFFENSIVE ' ,

_ As Seventh &rmy's offensive rolled northward through the strong
Siegfried defcnscs, word rcached TAC Headquarters 6th army Group at
Pfalsbourg, France, of the German counter offcnsive in the ardenncs.
First reports on 17 December werc fragmentary and for from satis-
factory. Several days elapscd before the course of the Nazi break-
through could te followed with accuracy. During this period dily
linison wes maintained with 12th Army Group at Luxembourg,

-But the German offensive did not stop Seventh Army at the time,
The doughboys and tankers of VI Corps plowed through the German
Westwall in at least three places, north ond cast of Wissembourg,
The French Maginot Line, which had becn reversed in many places to
serve as a long range outpost for the German frontier fortifications, -
was receiving the same trcatment farther to the west. Jihile slowed
by the preparcd defenscs, Seventh srmy's offensive was by no mcans
stopped and the feeling was prevalent throughout the Army that VI
Corps would soon be in the clear, north of the defenses in the
Wissembourg arca,

The German drive continucd westward in the Ardenncs. It was
obvious that this encmy effort was not on a penny-ante scale but
the magnitude of the German thrust was not known for scveral days,
However, 'the offensive did recall to mind immediately the famous
last desperatc Cerman gamble in World War I to seize victory while
on the very brink of defcat. By 19 Deccember, thrce days after the
Panzer armies struck, some ideca of the ambitious German plan had been
gained, OCaptured documents and propaganda boasts over the radio
revealed the cnemy intended to split Allicd forces by driving through
the Ardennes to capture the important deep water port of Antwerp,

With this background of German plans and knowledge of the currcnt
situation, General Eiscnhower assembled selected members of his staff
end his commanders at Verdun, main hcadquarters of 12th Army Group,
to work out a plan to turn the desperate German gamble into ‘decisive
defeat for the encmy and victory for the 4llies. The conference
convened in & solemn atmosphere. General Eiscnhower, flanked by his
staff, presided. Sitting around the conference table werc 4ir Chief
Marshal Tedder (deputy SCAEF), General Dcvers, Gencral Bradley,
General (then Licutenant General) George S. Patton,” Jr., Comnmanding
General of Third army, and members of their staffs, Representatives
of 21st army Group prescnt arc not recalled. The current situation,
tactical and logistical, and lines of action open to the allies
were discussed in dotail, Picce by piece the Allied plan was fitted
together, It was announced orally by Gencral Eiscnhower to the
assembled officers. , - .

4s for as overall strategy was coacerned; the Allied objective
remaincd unchanged =-- capture of the industrially important Rhur
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dlétfict. ‘But to neot the prosont omorgency, the approvcd 1mmodlato
" plan called for: :

6th Army Group to halt Scventh army's cffensivc,and pass it
to the defensive ot once, and at the sume time take over a forty -
mile scctor of Third Army's front with our present forces augmented
by the addition of only one infantry division -- the 87th, 1In
- addition, 6th Army Group was told to be preparcd to losc onc infantry
division and p0331b1y more to asvlst in stemmlng the Germun drive.

- 12th Arny Group and 21st Army Group were as31gned the JOb of
reducing the German penetration., All troops north of the penetration
had been placed under bperational control of ‘the British 21st arny -
Group, Those south of the bulge remained under command of General -
Bradley. Twin attacks from the north and south with all available
troops aga inst the shoulders of the bulge were ordored -

To include tho new scctor formerly held. by the XX and XII Corps
of Third Army, the bound:ry betwecen 6th and 12th Army Groups was -
- changed to: Dombasle=Chatcau Salins-Baronville~Falquemont-St, aAvold=
Carling-Bous (to 12th 4rmy Group) - Nounklrchen-LPndstuhl—&a1sorb— :
lautern (to 6th Army Group) Sce Figure 8, :

W1th these 1nstructlons, 6th Arny Group passcd from-a successful

* “offensive to the defensive with onc of its armies in what was dcstlned

- to become our most hectic period of the war. Smarting from the blow 1
to its ambitions and dreams of continuing non=-stop into Germany -
proper, 6th Army Group, nevertheless, tackled its new assignment with
vigor and determination, For front lines see Figurc 8, But the
offensive was not forgotten., It was temporarily 31dotrackod to be .
plckod up at the earlicst opportunlty.

. Promptly upon hla return from the conforonce, oral 1nstructlons
were issued by General Devers to General Patch to carry out SCAEF!'s
directive., The spced with which these instructions were put into
- effect is attested to by the foct that Seventh &rmy began reclieving
* Third Army elements in its newly acquired sector on 20 December, At
the same time, relief of the 36th Division by the 3d Division was
dirccted, placing 3d Division under operational control of First
French army and returning 36th D1v131on to Seventh army,

,On 21 Deconber, G-2 werned of an immlnont Gorman dttack in tho ‘
Homburg area., It was pointed out that the encmy continued to bolster
his strength in this arcz., 4t-this time, the enemy was definitely
~conducting an aggressive defense with the p0551b111ty of turnlng to!

the offens1vo within the next 10'dayb.

A Conflrmlng oral ‘instruction prov1ously 1ssucd and revcallng the .
stlll prcsent offensive-nindedness of all concerned, Headquarters
. 6th 4rmy Group issued Letters of Instructions Nunbors Five and Six

~on 21 and 22 Dncomber, rospectively, *)2 ~

/ w29 |
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Lctter of Instruction Number Five was addressed to Seventh 4Army,

' It ordercd immediate abundonment of the offensive and relief of cor-
tain Third 4rmy units as far west as Saarlautern, To assist in
taking over this new area, Seventh army was to take command of 87th
Division and infantry eloments of 42nd Division which had been
assigned to Third army at the same time 63rd and 70th Division
infantry units werc assigned to 6th army Group. Seventh irmy mas
instructed to submit a complete defensive organization of the army
area to Headquarters 6th irmy Group and to institute immediatoly
reconnaissance for rearward positions to meet a possible hostile
penctration from the front or cither flank,

Onec infantry division-uzs cermarkec for movement t. 12th Army
Group's assistance on short notice, anytime after 23 Decomber, The
Seventh army nominated the newly acquired 87th Division, which was
subsequently lost to the Ccntral Group of armies on 22 December,

- In order to deceive the Germans as to our intentions and to
hold troops in the arca east of the Rhine, Seventh Army was instructed
to dispose.its troops and bridging material along the western banks
of the Rhine north of Strasbourg in such a way as to fECIIItutp an
attack across the Rhine at any tlmo.

Letter of Instructlons Number Six was addressed to the First
‘French 4rmy, ordering an attack not later than 5 January to destroy
the German forces west of the Rhine, The attack was to be a two-
pronged offensive from north and south. The French were instructed
to be prepared to take over the Strasbourg arca and defend the line
of the Rhine to the Swiss border aft-r closing to the Rhine, 411 .
sectors not engaged in the offensive were to be 1nned1utoly wired

nd strong defensive works constructbd

These instructions were issued beecause 1 DMI had begun its move-
r ment back to First French army from Southwest France and with its
help it was felt that the First French army should be able to
eliminate the sore-spot Colmar pocket, -

Previously, while Scventh urmy's offensive was rolllng north~
ward, General Devers had foresoen the need of an additional Corps
Hbadquartcrs for Seventh army. On 15 December, he requested, in
a letter to SHwEF, assignment of an additional corps headquarters

. with necessary supportlng troops to this command. The request was
approved and Headquarters XXI Corps, then arriving in Normandy from
. England, was ordercd to 6th army Group. Lo

Mcanwhile, infantry clements of the three new divisions ---
one of which had been diverted from Third Army to Seventh Army ---
began arriving in the army area, Becuuse of the pressing need for
‘additional troops, Seventh army immediately organized the new and
untried infantry regiments into task forcces under command of the
assistant division commandecrs, 'Thesec task forces were placed in line
along the Rhinc River to gain their promised battle indoctrination,

- 30 -
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On 23 December, Task Force Harris (63rd Div131on) took over a sector. -

north of Strasbourg., The next day, Task Force Linden:(42nd Division)
which had been turned over to Seventh Army by Third 4rmy, relieved o
36th Division in Strasbourg. The 36th Division was assembled in T
Army reserve in the Sarrebourg area. On 25 December, 12th Armored
Division was relieved from the line and assembled in the Sarrebourg

area in Army reserve. On 27 December, Task Force Herren (70th

Division) went into the line along the Rhine River. A1l three task\

forces were assigned to VI Corps. = - o

The German offensive continued to move westwerd in tho Ardc.nnes°
From SHAEF on 26 December camc instructions for 6éth Army Group to
fall back to the line of the Vosges Mountains, g1v1ng up Alsace and
Strasbourg., This action was apparently directed in order .to shorten
6th hrmy Group's line and make additional units available to' SHAEF ‘
to combat the northern German threat, Upon recciving these instrue~
tions, General Devers called a conference of his staff with Licu- s
tenant General Patch and his Corps Commanders at Pfalsbourg to dis-'
cuss in detail the new turn of events, &t this confcrencc, G=2 .
reiterated his convictions of an imminent German attack in the
Homburg area and estlmatcd the uttde could be launched by 1 =~ 3

,kmwxy.

On 27 Deccmber TiC Headquarters 6th Army Group moved back to
Vittel.. To cover this move, the newly arrived Headguarters XXI ,
Corps moved into the old headquarters sct up at Pfalsbourg and main-
tained necessary signal trafflcoo . ‘

_ as 6th_arny Group assuncd tho dcfen31vc, JBS was busy studylng
‘this new turn of events with a view to developing thc most cohesive
plan to meet an attempted encmy penetratlon. o , '

- First to;come under the JPS microscope was the possibility of . I
.6th 4rmy Group having to assume responsibility for defense of the R
cntire sector from the Moselle south and east to Switzerland,
Planners considered an attack on the Trier-Merzig front aimed at ‘ N
the key communication centers of Metz and Nancy a strong enemy
capability, Thec terrain was favorable ﬂnd the prlzo well worth the
risk involved. , .

A najorlty of th:Ls corrldor was outs:Lde 6th Army Groupfs zZone of
respon51b111ty and therefore coordination and conduct of the defense,
in the event of attack, was made more difficult.. Yet 6th army Group |
would be most concerned should an attack be launched on this front

by the Germans,

Slnce 6th Army Group mlght be called upon to assume responsibie ,
lity for this entirc front JPS on 23 December examined its implication; ~ -
The planners at this time limited their recommendations to 'an immed- T
iatec request to SH4EF for a corps composed of two infantry divisions
and one armored division should this addcd respon51bllity be placed =

" on 6th Army Group, , . - -
-31—-” \
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Two days later after the JPS had delved deeply into this prob- -
lem, they recommended that SHAEF boc requested to turn over the :
entire defensive scetor south of the lMoselle to é6th 4rmy Group.

This request, with a recommended inter-army group boundary, was
submitted to SH4EF. : '

Going further into the possibilitics of enemy penctrations,
JPS recommended a. complete defensive set-up for the entire current
sector, At the same time it was rccommended that a decision to
launch an offensive to close the Colmar. Pocket be postponed until
the 4Ardenncs situation cleared. These recommendations were later -

embodied in instructions to the Armies.:

Following closely on the heels of the order to withdraw, SHAEF
directed 6th irmy Group on 28 December to assemble a corps of onc
infantry division and one armored division in SH«EF rescrve. To
cccomplish this, and button up final plens for the dofense all
" along the front, Headquarters éth army Group issucd Letter of
Instructions Number Seven, 28 December. '

These instructions placed both Scventh Army and First French

Army on the defensive, The main battle position was outlined, In

addition intermediate battle positions were outlined for both armies, -

See Figurc 8, Seventh irmy was again warncd ageinst possible German-

penetrations along the axes of: Homburg-Nancy; Homburg-Sarrcbourg;

" Colmar-Remirecourt; and Colmzr-St, Dic. First French army was ‘
wmarned against penetrations on the axes: Colmzr-Renirecourt; Colmar-
St. Die; and against a penetration of the Belfort Gap. Detailed
plans for coordination of the defenses of both armies and with Third
army on the left were laid down, inecluding road blocks, preparation

" of bridges, dumps, cquipment and roads for destruction, o

Seventh Army was ordered to assemble the XXI Corps, composed
of oneinfantry division and onc armored division, in the Sarr¢bourg
arca as SHAEF reserve, The two divisions nominated by Seventh army
were 36th Infantry Division and 12th Armored Division, both of which
were in irmy reserve. ‘ ' ‘ :

First French army was instructed to pass 2 DB to control of
_Seventh army in the Strasbourg arca not later than 3 January, 1 DMI
was assigned to First French army upon its arrival from Southwcst
France, This unit closed in the First French army area on. 31 December

With these actions, Headquarters 6th army Gréup had carried out \ }
SHAEF's dircctive, in which there was no idea of falling back to R
the Vosges until forced to by enemy action, : ' <

On 30 December, G-2 Estimate of the Enemy Situation again warned
" of possible German atteck on the axis Homburg-Sarrcbourg by an esti-
mted three to five divisions as thie main German capability, G-2
pointed to the aggressive attitude of the enemy on our front, to

‘o ,
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his build up of strength, and to the overall strategic advantage

of forcing Seventh army tc commit its forces on this front, Should
the enemy te able to reach Surrebourg, a withdrawal from 4dlsace

would be necessary. This would be a great moral as well as politi-
cal victory for the German, ‘ ' '

‘ G-2 also pointed out that a diversionary attack might be
launched in either the Mulhouse, Colmar or Strasbourg area at the

same timo.,

Upon receipt of informution that 6th Army Group was to orgarnize
a defensive position running along the eastern edge of the Vosges
Mountains, the French Government thought that an immediate evzcuation
of ilsace had been ordered. 4s a result, General de Gaulle is ’
reported to have dispatched a letter to Generzl Eisenhower urging
him to make every effort to hold Strasbourg because of its politiecal
significance to the French, On 2 January, General Devers received
a similar letter from General de lattre. ‘ ‘

The French government offcred services of three FFI divisions
to 6th army Group to insurc retention of Strasbourg. Inspection
teams were sent immediately to determine the state of rcadiness of
these divisions. A4fter tho inspcetion it was deeided to use only

‘one -- the 10th (Billotte) Division, which was rated the best of -

the threce.

(In spite of the refusal of 6th army Group to employ the other
divisions, the French government ordered six additional infantry.
regiments into the First French army arca without ccordinating the
movement with this headquarters., The arrival of thesc new units
would overtax the available supply facilities and overcrowded trans-
portation which was being used to maximum extent in supplying troops
currently in the area, SH4EF wos asked by Headquarters 6th irmy
Group 8 January to make representations to the French Government
against the movement of any troops into 6th army Group area without

prior approval of this headquarters.) 1 ,

The sixth baragraph, page 33, should read aSufollows:‘

About an hour before midnight, December 31/1 Jan-
uary, the Germans launched a series of strong probing
attacks with two divisions in the Hardt Mountains east
- of Bitche on the front of VI Corps. The brunt struck

Task Force Huddleston, composed of elements of 14th:
Armored Division and 117th Cavalry Squadron, in the.
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As the Herdt Mountain attack was reaching the height of its
intensity on 5 January, the Germans established a small bridgehead
in the Gambesheim arca, north of Strasbourg, after crossing the
river undetected, This was apparently thought by VI Corps to be
only a small force and a nuisance raid., Only a small foree was
dispatched to eliminate the bridgehead. Initial attacks against
the bridgehead failed and the Germans bccame firmly entrenched in
the marshy, flat ground around Gambesheim and Herrlisheim, :

Elements of 14th Armored Division were hurled at the bridgehead
on 8 January but were unable tq_reducc this stronghold west of tho

Rhine, ‘

At about this time the German Ardennes offensive had shot its
bolt, Sceing 6th Army Group being attacked from two dircetions = the
Bitche area and at Gambsheim -- SHAEF agreed to release XXI Corps
composed of 36th Infantry Division and 12th Armored Division to 6th
Army Group on 7 January, The Headquarters XXI Corps was given a
sector on the left by Seventh Army, The divisions were placed in
reserve initially, ) : .

A4s the fighting blazed on Seventh Army's front and the 10th
(Billotte) French Infantry Division arrived in First French Army
area, Headquarters 6th Army Group sought to tighten its defenses,
Letter of Instructions Number Eight was issued 7 January, Seventh ,
"~ Army was instructed to organize additional defensive positions. '
(see Figure & ) but to withdraw only in the face of strong eneny
pressure, The 36th Infantry Division and 12th Armored Division
were released to Seventh Army but were to be used only on authority -
of 6th Army Group., For new boundary sce Figurc 9. ‘ 1 l

 To shorten Seventh Army's front, the First French Army's zone -
was. extended to include Strasbourg. The 10th (Billotte) Division
was assigned to First French Army upon its closing in the Army area,

The entire defensive was built along aggressive lines, Frequent
raids on the front of both armies were directed, to keep the enemy
confused as to our intentions, Especially was this to be true in
the Colmar Pocket area, where already the eyes of the: commanding
general had been turned, while searching for means with which, to
eliminate this bulge in his lines. . \ -

While VI Corps -was fully engrossed with the Gambsheim bridge-
head, the Germans hurled an attack down from the north on Hatten,
 Employing two divisions --- 25th PGR and 2lst Panzer ~-- the Gormans
capturcd Hatten and penetrated as far as Rittershoffen on 11 Januvary,
. Counterattacks on 12 January stopped the German advances, retook
Rittershoffen and brought American elements back to the outskirts ’
of Hatten. One combat command of 14th Armorcd Division was employed
on 13 January in an attempt to regain Hatten; at the same time the
Germans renewed their attacks, Bitter fighting ensued around Hatten -
for the next six days but no apprcciable gains were madq by cither
side, ’ o : N '
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o Meanwhllc, the Gambshcln brldgehead contlnuod to grow. Picco=

meal attacks by American armored and infantry elements were making
'no headway against it. On 17th January, 12th Armored Division was.

thrown into the battle. The next day it succeeded in gaining a e
foothold in the town of Herrlisheim. This foothold was short lived, - .
however, as German attacks from the north and a continuation of
attacks from the east cut off almost the whole of & CC and forced

the withdrawal of the remaindor. In this action almost an entire
- infantry battalion and tank battalion were lost. Germans advancing

from the north joined at Herrlisheim with the Gambsheim bridgchead

and the enemy now held a long corridor between the Rhine and Moder
Rivers, Realizing that its available units could not now reduce

the bridgehead, the VI Corps put the 36th Infantry Division into

line to contain the bridgehead. See Figure 10

This strong German position west of the' Rhine was now & serious
“threat to the VI Corps position in the Hatten - Hardt Mountain area,
Should the German penctrations continue westward, its present posi-

tions would become untenable.

In llne w1th SHAEF!s dlrectlvo not to risk the 1ntogr1ty of
his forces General Devers ordercd VI Corps to be withdrawn to a ,
previously prepared position along the Moder River. This withdrawal'
was offected during the night of 20-21 Jgnuary without incident,
For line, see Figure 1l.

Witk the withdrawal of VI Corps to the Moder River and the
stabilizing of the XV Corps lines south of Bitche, a serious German
threat to 6th Army Group came.to an end, For front lines sce Fig- =
ure 11, The Allied position was improving in the north. The
Ardennes bulge was being gradually reduced. First French Army, -
assisted by the XXI Corps composed of thrce American infantry i
divisions and one armored division initiated action to climinate ‘
the Colmar Pocket. Seventh Army, meanwhile, spent the time on the
defensive, rotating units in line,carrying out limited objective _
attacks to gain a suitable line of departure for the renewal of the
offensive, and planning the second penetration of the German West-

wall,

By 5 February, rcmaining elements of the three lelSlon whoso
infantry had been acting as task forces had arrived in the Scventh
Army area. The 10lst Airborne Division was assigned to 6th Army

Group just,after its release from the Bustogne trap to bolstgr our

p051t10n north of Strasbourg,'

Amorlcan elements of 6th Army Group ncver fought hﬂrder for
their cxistence than from the time Seventh Arnmy!s offensive was
stopped on 20 December until the line was finally stabilized along
the M der River and thence westward south of Bitche. The disappoint-
ment of everyone, especially of the doughboys, at having to halt'a - .
successful offcnsive against the Germans on 20 December was evident ~

on evory hand, ‘ 5 A e
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The First French Army remain:d unable to close the Colmar
Pocket with its own means. Practically the same state of morale
existed amongst the Colonial troops as prevailed during the lutter
stages of the preceeding period; and the only important gains made
on that front were by the 3rd U. S. Infantry Division, advancing
slowly, doggedly southward through snow covered rough terrain,

Although Headquarters 6th army Group 'did not fail to evaluate
correctly the German's potentialities, we failed to appreciate our
own weakness, At first we had hoped to go on the defensive in the
north while at the same time renew the offensive with the French on
the south to close the Colmar Pockct. This plan failed. Hence,
we were forced on the defensive throughout the entirc scetor,

Comprehensive and continuous study of the terrain and cncmy
capabilities had lcd this hcadquarters to belicve that the entire
arca south of the Moselle should be the responsibility of onec
commander. Study of the terrain corridors in the arca shows that’
the Mosclle avenuc of approach leads directly into 6th Army Group's
back door. But this avcnuc was not a 6th Army Group responsibility
until the back door was roached. #ith divided responsibility,
coordination of defenses of the scctor was difficult, - Under thesec
conditions, conduct of a dcfensc against an attack in the Trier-
Merzig sector would have been immecasurably retarded, 4lthough no
such attack matcrialized, Headquarters éth Army Group experienced
many uncasy hours during this defcnsive phase. o

The fourth paragraph, page 36, should read as

follows: - : -

| Ample -warning had been given both XV and VI Corps

of the imminence of German &attacks in the actual areas

in which they came. After staggering backvards initially
- XV Corps recovered quickly and threw back the German at- g
tack with heavy losses, except in the Rimling area,

where hard fighting continued for three days. However

on its right in the ‘Bitche area hard won ground had to’

be surrendered as a security measure in holding the

e i kel Bt 2 S TTawmA+ MArin o

N

’ ‘ weak forces of the wrong COInpOSi‘tvzion,‘.-— I —— -
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REDUCTION OF THE COLVAR PCCKET

#hile on the defensive, never once éid the Commanding General,
6th army Group entertzin any idea other than one of resuning the
offensive at the euxllcst opportunity., During the heectic days

vhen Seventh army was repulsing attempted Germun penetrations on
threce sides, the offen31ve was the chief topic of conversution,
General Devers dircctod that liquidation of the Colmar Pocket rust
be accorplished at the carliest possible date, and that before cn
all out offcnsive to breach the Sicgfried line conmenced, :

_after buttoning up dcfen51vc plung from all angles, JPg turned

its attention to the south, 4s a reosult, OperLtlon "Cheerful® was

presented for approvel, It was felt that since the French to date

had been unable to clinminate the Colmar Pocket, additional troops

would be necessary., For this purpose, our planncrs recommended

enployment of an Americun Corps of two infuntry divisions und one ;

araored division, One of the infantry divisions - 3rd - alrcady : .
- was under operational control of the First French army. The plunners’ \

recomended drives from north and south, The attuck in the south

would precede the northern push, which was to be the roin cffort

by the amcrican corps, by at least two days. A maximum of seven
" days was estimated for the operation and it was recommended that -

it be started pricr to 20 February, before the spring thaws made

the Rhine Plain a sea of mud, .

Farly in January, General de lattre visited General Devers
and proposed a plan for liquidation of the Pocket with forces
available to him at that time. General Devers, however, did not
think the French had strength enough to accompllsh the mission, ,

and held off giving his approval

On 14 January, Lieutenant General Walter B. Smith, Chief of
Staff, Allied Expeditionary Force, visited Headquarters 6th Army
Group. The entire situation was aired. .General Smith was asked
for two divisions, one infantry division to be employed .in ‘the
Colmar Pocket operation and one armored division to replace 2 DB
behind XV Corps when the former was shifted east of the Vosges to
take part in the French attack. On 15 January, a SHAEF cable o
attached 10th Armored Division and 28th Infantry Division to 6th
Army Group. It was understood that 28th Division was not to be
used in'a full-scale offensive-because of its depleted condition,

- It had been badly battered in the Ardennes breakthrough and was -
" relieved from the line to reflt and assimilate large nunbers of

relnforcements.

, . General Devers announced that the Colmar Pocket offensive would
) be launched 20 January in order to make maximum use of the best
predicted period of weather prior to the spring thaws. With thesec
two newly assigned divisions already on the way, Headquarters 6th

- RESTRICTED
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Army Group issued Letter of Instructions Number Nine, 18 January,
calling for a coordinated offensive to eliminate the Colmar Pocket.
The southern attack by I French Corps, beginning 20 January, was to
be on the axis Cernay-Guebwiller, thereafter exploiting in the
direction of the Brisach Bridge.. The main effort by II French -
Corps was to be launched 22 January between Colmar and Selestat
dirccted southeast. For scheme of mancuver, see Figure 12, The

' 28th Division was placed under operational control of First French

Army for the operation., ’

. Seventh Army was directed to pass 2 DB to operational control
of First French Army in time for the northern operation. A second
‘armored division -- Seventh Army nominated the 12th -- was to be
assembled south of Saverne by 22 January for possible use by the
French., 10th Armored Division was attached to the Scventh Army
upon its arrival in the Sarrebourg arca. -

‘ 'Beginning on'18 January, 28th Division moved into the line on
the right of 3rd U, S. Division in II French Corps sector. 10th
Armored Division began‘arriving in Seventh Army areca.on the same
dato.

Plans for the operation were worked out in minutest detail,
For the operation, which was expected to last seven days, sufficient
artillery ammunition for 10 days of battle was provided from 6th
Army Group's sm2ll reserve. Warnings were issucd that more artillery
ammunition might not be available and that great caere must be exer-
cised in the expenditure of amounts allocated for the operation,

The enemy situation was closely scrutinized, By the niddle of
Jonuary 269 Gerran Infantry and 30 SS Divisions had moved out of the
Pocket, It was estimated that 15,000 combat effectives remained in
the pocket, many of then second rate troops. But for weeks replace-
) " ments had been arriving in the Pocket and the Germons were contin-

uously strengthening their defenses.

The importance attached by the Germans to holding their bridge-
" head west of the Rhine can be inferrcd from the fact that Himmler
was placed in direct command of the sector. G-2 reported that the
Germans could lounch an attack through the Pocket towards cither
St. Dié or Remiremont in conjunction with a strong attack in the
north, - This double-attack, if successful, would make Seventh Army's
positions in the Rhine Plain to the north of Strasbourg untenable
and force a withdrawal to the-line. of the Vosges Mountains, .Re-
capture of Strasbourg and Alsace would have becen a valuable victory
for the Germans and would have strengthened their propaganda came
paign, A4lso, it might have taken some of the pressure off Rundstedt
in the Ardennes areda. So great was the Germans! apparent confidence
in accomplishing this that Himmler is roported to have promiscd

b~ , Strasbourg to Hitler by 30 January, anniversary of National Socialism, '
C - 38 -
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As schcdulod, I Corps' attack on the south Jumped off on 20

Januvary during a snow storm with the 2 DIM, 9 DIC, 4 DMM and

elements of 1 DB making the attack. Tactlcal surprise was gained,

~ and initially the French elements made rapld progress. By nightfall

of the first day the Bois de Nonnebruch and the Cernay-Mulhouse
However, I Corps failed to continue the

exploitation that night. It halted its advance. A4s was to be

- expected, Germans reacted rapidly the next morning and vigorous -

counterattacks were launched against I Corps. Hence, small progress
was made the second day as the French hurled back repeated counter-“

attacks all zlong the front. Sce Figure 13.

Carrylng out the second phase of the operations, II French
Corps attacked on 22 January using the 1 DMI, 2 DB and 3rd U, S,
Division backcd by elements of 5 DB in the main assault, After
inflltratlng through the Forét Communal de Colmar during the night,

’3rd U. S. Division rcachcd the castern cdge just at daylight and
- jumped off in its attack while the 3 DIA spent the night repulsing

a counterattack at Kilstett., Slow progress was made across the
entire front initially.due to thick mine fields.’ :

. By 24 Jenuary I Corps attack had begun to slacken while the
3rd U, S. Division in II Corps continued to make progress, The I1l
River was cleared. from Selestat to Illhaeusern and the Forot Communal

de Colmar was freed of enemy.

While only locul gains were being made on I Corps front, 3rd
U, 8. Division of II Corps reached the Colmar Canal at three points
on 26 Janaury. Farther to the north a bridgehcad was established
by I DMI across the Ill River at Huttenhcim,

- Not satisficd with the progress of the attdck, General Devers
requested an additional infantry division from SHAEF. The request

" was approved, resulting in 75th Infantry Division moving into the

First French Army scctor on 27 January. On 29 January, Headquarters
XXI Corps assumed command of American units --- 3rd, 28th and 75th
Infantry .Divisions --~ in addition to elements of 5 DB, Mission

of XXI Corps was.to. continue the attack and capturc'Brisach,

_ The attack was rencwed, both from the north and south,

By 29 January, I Corps was fighting in the outsklrts of Cernay
and the Forct de Nonnenbruck. In the north, XXI Corps established a
bridgehead south of the Colmar Canal and was advancing on Colmar

from the north,

' Slow progress was mide on the souths By 3 February 3rd U, S, .
Division had reached Neuf fBrisach and 28th Division had taken Colmar.,
Elements of 2 DB relieved 5 DB units fighting with the 3rd Division
and continued to drive up the Rhine.
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On 5 February, 12th Armored Div}sion, which had been recently
assigred to ¥XI Corps, passed through 28th Division in the Colmar
arca oand drove southward. on the oxis Colmer-Rufach, Resistance .
encountcred was quickly overrun and in 24 hours the americans hed
conticted elements of 1 DB driving from the.south., This isolnted
the entire Vosges sector in front of 10th (Billotte) Division,

At the same time, 3rd Division stormed Neuf Brisach znd 2 DB
drove southward to join elements of 1 DB at Fessenheim on 7 February.
The Colmar Pocket was completely sealed off and only mopping up
operations rcmained, For advances by phase, sece Figure 13,

During the entirec battle, weather had been the worst recorded
in that part of the Rhine Plain in 10 years. Battle casualties of
both French and Amcrican units were heavy as also were the non-
battle casualties resulting mainly from the cbnormal weather. Battle
casunlties for XXI Corps during the entirc opcrations numbered
2,961 while non-battle casualties took the heavier toll 3,228, The
French casualties werc even heavier, 4 total of 5,067 bottle
casualties were suffered as against 11,963 non-tattle casualties.

From 28 Jenuary to 10 Fobruary, XXI Corps captured a total of
6,420 Germans, while during the entire operation, from 20 January,
other 8lements of First French army counted &.total of 10,018 prisoners,

With the reduction of the Pocket, French units took up defensive
positions along the Rhine from north of Strasbourg to Basle, relicv-
ing imerican elcments which had played a major part in the operation,
First French Army had assumed rcsponsibility for defense of Strasbourg -
on 7 January.

Everyone fclt elated when word spread that the German no longer
held territory west of the Rhine south of Strasbourg. But there was
b no time for leisurely adjustments. American units had to be rede=-
ployed. Two of the divisions used == 28th and 75th ---had been
borrowed from SHAEF for the job. They had to be returned. Too, the
defense of the Rhine within the French scctor had to be coordinated
now that the front lines had been moved up. o

To accomplish this, Headquarters 6th Army Group issucd Letter of

Instructions Number Ten, 12 February, telling Seventh Army and First
French Army to defend along their present line,’pointing out theé Vosgos

Mountain Line as thé main battle position to be used only in case of
necessity, Intermediate and switch positions were delincated for
First French 4rmy in the Rhing Plain. Sec Figure 13. Both Armies
were instructed to rotate units in line and institute immediately
intensive training programs designed to prepare all units for
resumption of the offensive,”

The weather was still bad. The spring thaw had set in and in

' many places roads had completely detericrated, - In other places, in
the mountains, roads were almost impassable due to snows and deteriora-

- L0 -
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tion during thc winter months when rcpgirs werc impossible. This
situation fbccd the ancriecan units as they startcd to head north-

. ward out of the pocket ~rcn. On 11 Februnrr, 75th Division storted

movement out of the pocke " Two d wvs later 28th Division storted
northwerd. Eoth divisions nhssrd through the rcmrinder of 6th Army
Group wrca with only o slight pausc, heo .ding for thc 12th army
Group. 12th armorcd <nd 3rd infantry Divisions movcqd into Scventh'
Arny arca, begirnning 18 Februsry, in Army rcserve, to gct & well
descrvad period of rest.

Proof of the soundncss of .the »lan is found in r(sulto obtaincd
end had the entire Corps, ws rccommcnded by. JPS, been cviileble on
20 J.nw.ry, therc¢ is little doubt but th:.t the oper: tlon woulo h VG-
becen over in the scven doys lloacd .

The Comm wnding Generil, 6th army Group, w8 in thorough uccord
with thce Ji3 from thc outs ﬂt in the motter of additiontl troops
probobly nccded to zssist the Fronch in wiping out the Colanr
Pocket. But it looked':is if onlv onec.morc infontry division.--
28th -- could bc mide av.iloble for the job, <¢nd it hud to be donc.
The good wai.ther period, beginning 20 Janucry, @.s drowing necr, .
znd thus the wbtick was ordercd before the full Corps rccomncnded
b th< Ji'S could be csscmbled. Dut the other division wrs made
vailable by SHAEF as soon ws possible- and throun into the wction,
" &8 wes 12th armorcd Division which oper:tcd with XX1 Corps durlng
the latter st- ecs ‘of the cction. Primerily, it w.s tn amcricin
show in thc miin attick on the north flunk, with 3rd Division
. currying the brunt of the fighting initinlly «nd then XX1 Corps

with its threc amcric:n infintr: divisions, onc French armorcd
division arnd onc U. <. armorcd d1v1s*on fln'llv scttllng the 1saur

The cntirc supply of,;rtlllcry srmunition sct up for the Frcnch
for- thc, opcr.tion in the south was shot up during the first five
devs of bzttle. iowever, wmple wirning of the serreity of all tvpes
of artillery.cmmunition had bcen issucd, wnd the blume for this
unwerrented oxtrevegonee rests squarcly on the shoulders of thosc
controlling thc cxpcnditurc in First French army. 4ddition:l
crmunition to complcte the opcr.tion wes orovzdod from our rlmost

~W‘cxh<ustcd reSCTVG.

: 01051rg of the Colmer Pockct out & ncw Jlght on the: whole 6th
army Group picturc. The Fronch could now take ovcr morc of the
Ihinc; cnd cdditional troops eould be-mide cveileble to Scventh army
for rcsumption of the offensive. 1n tho mruntﬂmr, these troops

“could be uscd to relicve othcrs for rest rnd refit in reour Lreus,
pending the grncn light on thc big push which we kncw WS soon to

conc.,
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CHALPTER SEVEN

DRE, CHING THT SIEGFRIED LINE ND OVERRUNNING THE SALR

Long before the German counter offensive started in the /rdennes
planners of Headquarters 6th irmy Group had turned their attention to,
plons for crossing the Rhine River. /fs Seventh /rmy and First French
Lrmy relentlessly battered German forces enrcute to capture Strasbourg
and lulhouse, JPS's first recommendction was made. On 19 November, the
Chief of staff wes presented o paper proposing an asscult erossing north
of Strasbourg, cimed at a bridgehezd tied to the northern tip of the
Black Torest. At thet time, 6th irmy Groupfs long range mission was to
occupy the Nuremberg - Regensberg - liunich .rca. .is hus been previously
recorded, Seventh ..rmy was turned northward after reaching the Rhine and
nothing ccme of this plan,

Planners werc so busily engoged in defensive planning during the
lotter part of December cnd ecrly Januory that offensive thoughts went
into hibernztion, In mid-January SH.EF'S predicted operations of 17
December for 1945, in three phaoses, were studicd in detail,

First JPS thought was o rccommendction on 17 Jenuery that upon re-
sumption of the offensive, the main cffort be zlong the Bleis River
Valley. It recommended that plons for the operction be drawn with a
view to employing the availcble crmored means in mess, .

on 25 Jcnuary JPS prepared o report on SILEF Planner'!s paper on
"Puture Operctions in 1945V, 17 December, Our plenners did not agree
with the idea of closing to the Rhine throughout its length prior to
mncking an cssault crossing with the main cffort in the North, Our
planners contended theot the Germons would be expcctiné c:main cffort
against the Ruhr cnd therefore would have their forces disposed behind .
alrcady prepared positions to mect tho attack. /. crossing of the River
in the south cs soon as possible with & subsequent drive on the Frank-
furt-Knssel axis was the JPS plan to soften up the Ruhr by pulling Ger-
man troops to the south. With smerican forces moving on the Kasscl arca,
three impoTtant-sectors of Germony -- the Rphr, thovcr‘and Icipzig- :

Berlin -- would be threatcned.

After the Colmor Pockct operctions werc underway and the German
Lrdenncs -bulge was being reduccd, on 2H Junuary, JPS completed o study
on "Operations In The Immediste Futurc” in which they rccommended thaot
following completion of the Celmar opcrations, all /merican Divisions
be given o two wecks period for rest, rcfitting cnd rchobilitation be-
fore a new offensive was. launched. During this time, 6th Lrmy Group
could be building up its ertillery ammunition supply to the level re-
guired for opcrations cgainst the Siegfricd Linc,

olmar Pocket was climinated and Scventh frmy

Forly in February the ©
In the northk, SH/LF diroczpd 21st famy Grow

was still on the defensive,
- L2 -
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with Minth U. S. frmy ctteched to institute operations to close to the
‘Rhine in the Emmerich~-tesel arca not later thoan 10 February. 12th Army
Group was instructed to continuc its present attacks cast of the Lrdenncs, -

: © . Regrouping of 5th Lrmy Group commenced 15 February when 75th cnd
79th Infantry Divisions were releaseds XXI Corps reverted to control of
Seventh Jrmy and was given ¢ sector on the left. 3rd Infantry Division
was withdrewn from the French sector and placed in SH/EF reserve in the
Pont - a - lousson area 18 Februcry. The same day 20th Division began
departing 6th ALrmy Group area., On 28 February, 12th fLrmorecd Division
went into SI/EF reserve in the St., .vold crea and 2 DB begon movement
from the area to Western France to come under control of the French -

Ministry of War,

Continuing pcrusal of all possible lines of action, JPS completed
a study 19 February on "Operations to Close to the Rhine as far north as
its confluence with the Moselle", It was deemed possible that all or
part of Third Lrmy might be withdrown from operations north of the Mosel-
le to assist. Teorget date for. the operation was assumed to be any time

after 13 Mcrch,

The JPS plan cclled for the main effort up the volley Of the Bleis
River on the cxis Sacrguemines -~ Koiserlautern - Worms with a secondary
effort through the Hordt Mountains on the eoxis Neiderbronn-Hinterweiden-

“thal, The secondary effort wes to be launched 48 hours prior to the

main attock,

Iooking to the relief of all /mericon clements om the Franco-Italian
fronticr, the Alpine Front Command was cstoblished cffective 1 liarch,
Gencral de Corps dti/rmec Doyen was placed in commend of the front, At -
that time, the 27th French Alpine Division and 44th /merican AAA Brigade
were holding the front, 1 DIT was relicved from First French /firmy and

compléted the relief of 44th ALA Brigede. in the southern scctor about 18.

March,

"~ On 4 March, SH:EF advised all subordinate commands thot operations
of 21lst Lrmy Group to close to .-the Rhine in zone were meking excellent
progress, The scme ILSStge instructed 12th Lrmy Group to- be- preparcd to
launch an offensive to close to the Rhinc north of the loseclle as soon -
os success of the British effort was cssured, 6th Lrmy Group;.tho nes-
sage said, was mointaining an aggressive defense and preparing plans for

operations in the Saar,

12th frmy Group met brillicnt success in its attack to close to the
Rhine, As the operations were.:continuing, SHIEF czlled for bth jrmy
Group's plan for operations in the SiLR. Since this was purcly an ermy
job, Scventh Army was asked for its plan. On 5 licrch, Seventh Army sub-
mitted a plon generclly in line with rccommendotions previously made by
JPS-~-brecch the Siegfried Line in the Bleis River Valley and. advance on
the axis Sanarguemines-Kaiserloutern-Worms. Plans cilled for seizing a
bridgehead east of the Rhine as soon as possible after recaching the river,

'The main effort was to be the job of XV Corps. .

-3 -
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Alr support, beginning D-10, was planned in detail. Prior to the
attack, rond, rail ond supply installotions in the Saar were to be pound-
ed continuously. During the attack phose, bonbers-wore scheduled to ;
blast Siegfried defenses in front of XV Corps while fighter bombers were :
attacking all known enemy CP's. Close support was planned throughout
the operctions with first priority to XV Corps. v ,

To corry out these operations, three additional infentry divisions,
one ~dditioncl crmored division and a few cdditional smoller combat and
service units were requested, The plan wos approved by Genernl Devers
with only minor changes, SRR ‘ o

on b lerch, the spproved plon was subnitted to SHLEF., The next day,
SH/EF informed G-3 thcot the plan hod been approved and thet General
FEisenhower was enroute to 12th Army Group then to discuss repid transfer
of troops needed for the operation, _

on 8 March a cable from SHAEF directed thnt 6th Army Group launch

operations in the Scar as sooan as 12th Lirmy Group was assured of clos-
ing to the Rhine north of the Moselle, It was pointed out that the ob-
ject of the operation was to hold os meony Germen forces awey from the
moin effort in the north cs possible cnd estoblish bridgeheads over tho" ¢
Rhine River in the ninz-llannheim area, To assist in the attack,12 jrmy:
~ CGrampwas to strike northeast from the lierzig area in reer of the encmy. -

The new inter-crmy group boundary was sct cs: Coaflans-Scarlautern (to
6th rfrmy Group)-Birdenfeld-Oberstein-Kirn—Sobernheim—Bad Krueznach- -
Bingen (to 12th Lrmy Group). Detailed cdjustment of the boundary wes
left to Army Group commcnders, »

No definite date for the attack was set ot this time but it was
generally agreed thot the torget dote must be cround mid-March, Thus
6th .rmy Group was saddled with the gigaontic tosk of moving in newly ac-
quired combct and service units, polishing its attack plans cnd arrang-
ing supply instcllotions behind the moin effort in a mitter of seven days

" The target dote for Seventh Armyts offensive was set as 15 March in.
o SHAEF coble on 10 March, just two days after 9th iArmored Division seiz-
ed the Remagen bridge and estcblished the first bridgchead ecst of the ’

With this official date .set, thc race to meet it was in full ]
swing, Two of the ~dditional divisions allotted were to be used in the -
initinl cttack. They -- 71lst Infentry Division and 6th Armored Division=-.
closed in Seventh frmy crea on the night of 14 llarch, The other two
divisions--4th Infantry and 13th fLrmorcd--were in Lrmy.rcserve ond closed. -
after the offensive got underway, -All minor units, cxcept one treadway -
bridge compeny coming from Englend, closed in Seventh Lrmy area prior to
the ottack, to 12th frmy Group's cverlasting credit. S :

Rhine,

© Immedictely updﬁ receipt of the official torget date for the opera-
tion, Hbadquartors'Sth Apmy Group issued Letter of -Instruction Number

Eleven on 10 Marche . o
_ ‘ ..

.- 4‘4-
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Seventh /frmy was instructed to cssume opcrﬂtlonul control of north .
flank First French /Lymy Division (3 DI..) and use it in the operations .
- until the line of the Lzuter River wos reached, This was done in line
~with the idec of extending First French /farny's boundory northward to
include better crossing sites over the Rhine River, See Figure 14

‘The main effort of Seventh frmy was directed along the valley of the
Bleis River on the axis Saarguemines-Kaiserslautern-Vorms, French ele-
ments along the Rhine were kept on the defensive with the added mission
of conducting strong rcids nightly ccross the river to test enemy strengtl
and verify 1dent1f1c\t10n of hostile units. ThlS cffort wos to be con-
centrﬁted in the Brikach area.. : :

‘Just prior to D-duy for Seventh Army, Third Lrmy turned south,’ cros-
sed the Moselle River in the Coblenz ﬁreu, and stbrted pushing south- .
eastward.

Seventh Army jumped off on 15 lorch., The attack started on the/
front of XV Corps ct 0100 hours, By 0715 hours cll elements of Seventh
Lrmy were attacking, hoving opened their assaults on & carefully worked
out time tcble. First TACLF flew 1670 sorties, an unprecedented number
with the rpeons aveileble, in support of the initicl attack, in perfeet -
weather, . : ‘

Initial resistonce was light cord spottye XV Corps rcached the out-
skirts of Bitche and by-passed thc strong point which had held out -- B
against frontal assaults in December prior to the defensive period, XXT
Corps cdvanced up to five kilometers and VI Corps crossed the Zintzel:
River and ccptured Bacreanthal in the Hordt HMountcinse More than 2,000
prisoncrs werc taken by Seventh frmy during the first day '

“on 17 Merch, XXI Corps hod broken into the Sicgfried Linc cast of
Scarbrucken and XV Corps reached the first belt of fortifications, VI -
Corps continucd to cdvance, On the north, Third Jrmy's offensive had
gnined momentum across the Moselle ond the Sicgfricd Linc south of Trier
' was being rolled beck cs 12th Armorcd Division.was rushcd from Scventh
Lrmy to Third irmy to tcke advantoge of the breakthrough and. come in be-

hind the Slcgfrled Line defcnses,

on 10 Mareh, 3rd Division penctrﬂtcd thc moin Sicgfricd dcfonses
 south of Zweibrucken, cnd 6th Armored Division in XV Corps rcscrve, was
clerted to pass through the infontry ond cxploit towards Kniscrlautern,
VI Corps hod outflonked the Hogenau Forest and XXI Corps was cmbroiled -
in heavy fighting in the Slegfrlcd Iane. c :

To strorgthon the VI Corps att_cA, G=3 consultcd with G—3 Seventh
Army on advantages of rclecsing the remainder of 5 DB from Lrny Group
rescrve ond cttaching it to Z°DIL, which was fighting with VI Corps,
Seventh Army wonted this done, and it was opproved by Genercl Devers,
Groupement Montsabert was formed of 3 DIL. and ) DB end placed uncr VI

' S T s
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Cofps contrel, The Groupement was to remain under Seventh grmy Untii it
reached. the line of. the Erlea River, when its offensive mission for the
nonce would be complc’cod and it would revert.to control of First French-

..;I‘Iny. .

By 20 March, VI Corpst attock had reached into the Slogi‘rlcd Line
and had been measurably slowed. But XV and XXI Corps broke completely °
through the Westwall cnd started exploitation towards the Rhine, Third
firmy eloments were working in the Kaiserlautern arec and were headed for
Worms after recaching Mainz,  On 21 lMarch, XXI Corps was pinched out zmd
took respons1 blllty for mopping up the area in the Smrluturn area,

: Boundary chenges between Third cnd Seventh Army occurred almost

- deily during the exploitation phasc in the Scare. 4s Third Arny, advanc—
ing east and southeast in the feoce of  light opposition, reached points
along the agreed operctioncl boundary, cnother chaiige would toke place,
With the arrival of Sgventh Army unlts in the area, the boundary would

be chﬁnged back, .

Sweeplng across the' rolling country through the gap in Sicgfrled
defenses mmde by Third frmy, 12th .,rmored Division swung in behind tho
Siegfried defenses ond assisted in opcmng tho route through the pill
.box arca cll along the front, ‘ .

/

g On 23 Mareh, VI Corps broke through the thick defenses in the Rhme
Plcin while XV Corps mushed divisions to tho Rhine to relieve Third Army
elements nlrecdy clong the River, XXI Corps wiich was now in Seventh
Army's center continued to mop up encny pockets of resistance qlong the

Rhine Rlvcr.

. With Seventh and Third Armies moking rapid progress towards clear-
ing the Saar, SH.EF on 22 March outlined plans for operations east of the -
Rhine, Mission of units fighting south of the lMoselle was set zs es /
tablishirg o bridgehead in the Fronkfurt area generclly delineated by_

a line along the Neckar River to FI'EibﬁCh-¢J"IOI'bs_.'Ch-u‘_‘ln River-to Mancu-—
Giessen-Sicgen-Siegen River to its junction with the Rhine, Moin ad-
vance from this bridgehead was to . be towards Kassel, ‘ ‘ ‘

. SHLEF directed that eventually 6th Lrmy Group would control the area
south of the Mcin River amd 12th fxmy Group the area north of .the Main
River. As soon as cgreed betwcen the two /rmy Group commonders, the in= -
ter army ‘group boundary would be changed to: Sacrbrucken-Neunkirchen-
‘NWohfelden-lahe River to Bad Kreuznach-lMalnz-Mzin River-to. Hanau-Freid-

berg-Geisser (to 12th frmy Group).

‘ ;s ‘these instructions werc received, Seventh jrmy was regrouping and
bringing up bridging ond oss2ult cquipment in accordence with plons to
cross the Rhine nt the earliest possible oppottunity. XV Corps was to
make this mein effort, too, Thus on 24 lMarch, onc dcy after Third Army
crossed the Rhine, XV Corps relicved elcments of Third Limmy in the Worms
area. Tho next day Seventh irmy, em“)lojll“"f the veteran Zrd and 45th |
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Infontry Divisions which had made the main asscult cgninst the Siegfried
Line, crossed the Rhine. Therc werc still o few pockets of enemy ro-
sistonce west of the Rhire but thesc were being taken care of by troops
as they regrouped, For situation, scc Figure 15,

Seventh frmy coptured 30,000 prisoncrs in this action, including
mony high ranking Germen officers, in cddition to inflieting heavy = -
losscs cn theé eteny in matericl. The air arm was pérticularly efféct-
ive, demclishing lures conveys and making daylight movement for the-
cneny alnest impessible. . Reads throughcut the drea werc cheekered ©
with eraters and dotted with hundreds of destroyed vehieles and guns,

Hoadgquerters 5th Army Group cud Seventh frmy had long plonned this
offensive, ocnd vhen the order came, werc ready. DBut the short notice
was felt in the movemont of necw troops into the area. In léss then
seven days ‘time, it was necessary to move approximntely 130,000 troops
into Seventh /rmy arca in cddition to some 14,000 tons of artillery cm—
munition. Working with o precision that exuded mutual concern, 12th
irmy Group cnd Concd pushed their fecilities to the 1limit to help tho
overstroined facilities of 6th Lrmy Group. And as a result, cverything
of mejor import was in place when H-hour struck, ‘ :

‘ Some doubtless mny wonder ot the decision of 6th irmy Group to make
its mein cffort up the valley of the Bleis River instead of up the Rhino
Ploin., Looking ot it purcly from o tactical stazdpoint, it would zppear
thet a drive down the Rhine Plain to contact Third Army clements advanc-
ing from the north would have encircled thc entire Saar and sct the stage
to bag oll Germen clements in the area, But the corridor was noarrow;
it was within ranze of big guns east of the Rhinc and the road net out.
of range of thesc guns for supplying o main cffort was not adequate;

at least 15 streams cut ceross the plain between the Sicgfricd Line ond
Worms; chances for exploiting ropidly with armor were limited because of
the norrow corridor ond obstacles these streams provided. Too, the
Siegfried Linc was thickest = 20 kilomcters - here’znd it wis belicved
thot sufficicent time would be consumed in brecking through these de-.
fenses to give the Gernon opportunity to withdraw his forccs east of

the Rhine,

On the other hond, the Bleis River corridor was wide cnough to take
meximun odvartoge of cmored exploitation; crnemy defenses werc not as
strong in this arec; cond the road nct would support o major cffort.

We reasoned thet o ropid penetration of the Siegfried Line in the Saar-
guemines arca would opex the wcy for spcedy exploitation cnd overrunning
of Gomon forees before they could withdraw bechind the Rhine, In this
woy it was felt a more demaging blow could be dealt to the German Army,
This we belicve proved to be the casc., The Sicgfried Linc was penetrat-
ed,quickly in the Scarguemines arez, and between Scventh and Third
Armies the entire Scar-Paletinctc was overrun beforc the heavy Siegfried
dofenses in the Rhine Plain hod been completely reduced,

.
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Qutstanding in the oporutlon was the close cooperation and coordi-

nation between Seventh and Third irmies in an extromely fluid situation,

,Opcrgtlonhl boundarics were chonged clmost daily to permit unrestricted

- exploitation by either unit in o position to do so, regerdless of whether

'the area wos ariginally assigned as on objective or not, This period

. represented the ultimete in cooperction between two armics bent.on do-
'stroylng the enemy regardless of who received crcdit for the job, |

- after the Gambshe1m action, 12th nrmored D1v1sion hed polished its
technique in the Colmar Pocket fighting and it ecme into its:own in the
Saar battle, Moving rapidly from Seventh Army to Third Army, the divi- .-
sion plunged through the prepored gop in cncny defcnses cnd’swept ropid-
ly eastword to open the back déor of the Siegfried dofonses, hqltlng
only when it reached the Rhine, . ;
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CHAPTER EIGHT

CROSSING THE RIIIE AND ADVAIUING EASTJARD

, Operations %o breach the Siegfried Line and cross the Rhine River
had always been considered as one continuous operation by plannersof 6th
Army Group., When plans were polished for defeating the enemy in the :
Saar-Palatinate the coantemplated river crossing operations were scruti-
nized and needed materiel assembled. As Seventh Arny moved along the
Bleis'River Valley this materiel was pushed forward, close to the front
lines, and necessary instructions issued to XV Corps to sustain opera-
tions through seizure of a bridgehead between the liain and Neckar Rivers,
Thus as Seventh Army closed to the Rhine on 24 liarch, the stoge was set
for the next move -~ stepping across the final major barrier protecting

the Nazi homeland. E
’Faciﬁg 6th Lrmy Group'were the German First and Nineteonth Armies,
both depleted from staggering defeats suffercd in the Saar-Palatinate

and Colmar Pocket operctions,
unsble to reinforce materially its decimated units.” In the north, the

First Army was still punch-drunk from its recent drubbing in the Saar-
Palatinate, » : ‘ o

On 25 Harch, 6th frmy Group wag along the Rhine from the Swiss bord-

er to north of Worms., Third /rmy on the left had crossed the Rhine on
24 liarch at Oppenheim and had advanced rapidly eastward with an armored |
spearhcad threatcening Darmstadt. TFirst Army was driving to expand its
Remogen bridgehead and link up with Third Army in the Frankfurt Arca, .
The British 2lst Army Group was in the procoess of crossing the Rhine
north of “Jescl. The cctucl crossing was -effected 25 March,

" Gth frmy Group was ready to cross the Rhine with Scventh Army at
Vorms ord was recdying First French Army for an assault crossing in the
Dyc to strict conservation neasures preceding the Scar’

Speyer arca. ,
hich the Seventh Amy closed to thec Rhine,

attle and the speed withw
the artillery armunition picture was bright. !
advanced to Strasbourg and work was underway on roil lines through the

Saor, It was estimated that railhcads could move to the Rhinc at Frank-
enthal by 3 4pril. ' ' ‘

on 25 Merch, SHIEF dirccted 21st and 12th Amy Groups to effect a
junetion in thé Kasscl-Paderborn arca and then mop-up and occupy the
encireled crec, bth [rmy Group was dirceted to protect the right flank
of 12th /xny Gpoup cs far north as the Hohc Rhon hill moss. We wexe
directed to be preparcd to releasc one or two divisions tc the 12th
Army Group. The inter-army group boundary wes cstablished as: aar-
—Nounkirchen-llohfelden-Nahe River to Bad Kreuznach-Mainz-lioin

© brucken-T
River -to Frankfurt (to 12th frmy Group)~-Hanau-Fulda-Meiningen (to.6th

Lrry Group.

n&?’ ,
o R | © FESTRICTED

On the south, the Nineteenth Army had been

Railheads had already been.
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Seventh Army was ready tO cross the’ Rhlne. The plan called for xv oo
Corps to make the assault crossing. XV Corps put 3rd‘and 45th Infantry J
" Divisions in the assault. after a bridgehead had been establishe P
other-divisions would be crossed and used .to drive east and south to :

establlsh the desired brldgehead. See Flgure 16

. As VI and XXI Corps continued regrouping and mopping up vest of the
Rhine, XV Corps made its assault crossing-at 0230 hours 26 March, = g
''Reasonably heavy resistance was encountered, especially from multl—gun :
~anti-aircraft weapons, mortars and self—propelled guns, Initial . o
resistance was soon overcome, and by mid-morning 3rd Division held a
bridgehead four miles long and two miles deep, while north of orms,
45th D1v151on's brldgehead was four miles deep and six mlles long.

, Nlthln 24 hours of" the Jumo-off the two brldgeheads had j01ned and
XV Corps held a front along the line Sandhofen-Sandtorf and thence along
the autobahn from west of Hldtenfeld to: east of Gernshelm. See Flgure 17

., - By 27 Tbrch 45 Division had bro&en out of the brldgehead and con- f

. tacted. Third army elements in the vicinity of aschaffenburg, 30 miles .
east of the Rhine. 3rd Division and 44th Division, which were moved
east of the Rhine 26 March, were making rapid advances agalnst heavv \
opoosltlon in the Odenwald and in the Rhlne Plain. S

- On 29 March XXI Corps assumed respons1b111tj for the southern ,

sector of the brldgehead and Seventh 4rmy was in process of moving the Sl
remainder of its forces across the river. At 1200 hours Mannheim - ' . .
surrendered, Seventh army held a line generally along the Neckar RiVer S
~ to Everbach to Amorbach and along the lain to aschaffenburg w1th '

reconnaissance. elements beyond

To carry out bHaEF's directive of 25 Ma rch, Headquarters 6th Army

Group issued Letter of Instruction Number Twelve, 27 March, Seventh

Army was directed to advance rapidly northeast, seize the Hohe Rhon hill
mass and protect the right flank of Third army, A&fterwards, Seventh - k
Army was to extend reconnaissarte to Graben—Bruschal-Hellbronn—Crallshelm»
‘ Rothenburg—Neustadt—Bamberg-Coburg-Ilmenau.' The Army was instructed to i
utilize highly mobile reconnaisance elements and retain strong reserves ﬂ
as mobile strlklng forces, prepared to eVp101t to the northeast, east or

southeast

o Flrst French Army was 1n3tructed to regroup rapldlv and prov1de a:

corps composed of two infantry.divisions and one armored division for-a
crossing of the Rhine in the Germershelm area and seize Karlsruhe,
Pforzheim and Stuttgart. The’ 1nter—armv boundary was moved northward
to glVe the bpeyer cr0351ng sites to First French Armv. < _

. General Devers dlspatched a cable to General de Iattre on 30 'hrch
. 1nstruct1ng speed in preparations for crossing the Rhine, The same even_ o
ing the Chlef of Staff, First French Army,v151ted Hcadquarters 6th army ‘
" 50 = ' L ~
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. Group, He informed General Devers that First French Army would make
 an assault crossing of the Rhine at 0500 hours 31 March, General
Devers was agreeably surprised at the speed with which the French had
regrouped and made preparations for crossing the Rhine., After sharp ‘
fighting the bridgehcad was established as scheduled, By 1 April build-
up of forces was progr0551ng rapidly and contact had been. establlshod ‘

with VI Cerps.

On 31 March, Seventh Army was llned up with XV Corps on the North,
XXI Corps in the center and VI Corps on the right, Mission of XV Corpg
was to capture the Hohe Rhon hill mass; XXI Corps to capture Wurzburg;
and VI Corps to advance south and east to the designated reconndissance

line. ,

On 2 April, Seventh Army had by-passed Aschaffenberg and advanced
12 miles to the east., Elements of 100th Division in the south were
advancing on Heilbronn, 12th Army Group had completed its encircle-
ment of the Ruhr. Throughout Germany enemy'forces were falling back
before gathering Allied pressure with little hopo of bclng able to

establish a defen51ve position,

SHAEF's instructions of 2 4April directed.the dividing of encmy
forces by a powerful thrust eastward on the axis Kassel-Leipzig and
"destruction of the German army., The main thrust was 12th Army Group!'s
" mission., 6th Army Group was directed to protect the southern flank -
of 12th Army Group as far as the Bayrcuth area. In addition, 6th Army
Group was ordered to be prepared to launch a strong offensive on: thc
axis Nurnberg-Regensberg-Linz but not at the expense of .its primary

mission, -The inter-Army Group boundary was extended from Melnengon to -

Bayreuth.

" Headquarters 6th Army Group oxtended the ObJOCthO and recon-
naissance lincs of both Armiecs, Scventh Army was instructed to seize
the line: ILudwigsburg-Crailsheim=Nurnberg-Bayrecuth and extend recon-
naissance to: StuttgarteAalon-No1ssenbcrg-SulzbuchaRosenberg-Matred-
weitz, First French Army's objective line was: L1chtonau-Pforzhoir?
Ludwigsburg with reconnaissance to Kehl and Stuttgart ,

' - Seventh Army was to be preparcd to advance southeast onALlnz.gnd
First French Army was instructed to be prepared to seize the Black
Forest and clear the eastern bank of the Rhine River,

On 4 Aprll, KLrlaruhe fell to the French and Seventh Army ran into
strong opposition in Heilbronn; - On 9 April, XV Corps captured the Hohe
Rhon hill mass after VI Corps had thrust a long armored speurhcad to

‘Crallsh im and the French hgd taken Pforzhcim, ‘ :

Advances continued toward Bayreuth in the north while the center of
Seventh Army pushed towards Nurnberg, On 12 april, VI Corps' armored
spearhead at Crailsheim was forced to withdraw after repeatecd counter-
attacks while Heilbronn was flnally clear¢d of the encmy.only after throe

- 5] -
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davs of house to housc fightings. The Frcnch in the south hed reachcd
t oprosite 3grasbourg on the Rhine cnd were 3o“et ating tihe north-

i
N
i edges of the Bilack Forest., Sec rigure lo.,

Prisoncrs pourced into Sth Lrmy CGroup cnclosures by the thousonds.
ipproximately 113,937 prisoncrs were talcen during the period. Iix-
cept in fighting in ischofferburg and ieilbromn where Seventh Ary ron

into tough house-to-hcuse fighting, casunlties were not heavy,

period - 6th Army Group hod crossed the Rhine on the

During this:
Little opposition was en-

heels of the retrecting, disorganized encny.
countered after the initicl crust and o period of exploitatios started
which was to carry to the Brenncr Pass.’ :

geventh Lmy did o mgmflcent job of regrouping on the mun and
bringing forwnrd necessory bridging and ossault cculpment, The Armyres
cdvence hordly stopped the leangth of o deep breath before doughboys
were U“ddll,;_, a~cross the ithine to do bottle agein with the enemy, The
advantage goined in the Sear-Palotinate was pver relinguished, cch
cy tie pressuve becoie stronger -until finelly Geman Lmy Group G

begon to fall cpart,

Only two instances of heavy fighting were encountered, and both
could hove been portielly, if not wholly, avoideds Seventh..irmy was
doshing madly after the disorgeonized enemy. It did zot expect to cne
counter strong resistance, especially in ischaffenburg, vhere it waos
actuclly following the n'" s of Third Army clcilents. Co 1sequently,
when Seventii ;L;.l r troops rushed on the town ond found it atronglv Ge-
fended they had gonc too far to redcplo*’ and by-pass the strong point
immedistely. 4 *1tc:_ed battle ensucd ageinst fanatical Nazi resistance
resulting in lost time end heavy ca uul'blCS. The sore thing happered
in Teilbronn. In both coses, Scventh jxmy formations were not ium o posi~
tion to moneuver initially end consequently becaiio embroiled in a front-
al attack cgainst a strongly defended city.

<
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CHAPTFR NINE ;

EXPLOITATION TO THE SOUTH

The opening of this chapter finds the enemy lincs in a highly
fluid condition along the entire flestern Front. The most pronounced \
semblance of order is on the front of the U.S. éth Army Group. 'fith a
relatively large rear area still under his command in this Zone, the
enemy has been able to maintain fairly good organizational control of
his dwindling troops. Facing 6th srmy Group arc the remnants of army
Group "G" which is composed of the German First and Nineteenth irmies.’
411 enemy line divisions are receiving reinforcecments, but the rate of
attrition keeps their actual strength at a fairly constant figure with
diminishing quality. Our enemy can retreat gradually and concentrically
behind natural terrain barriers along their entire front, with both
flanks and rear protected, As long as the rate of withdrawal is
controlled by the enemy, he will be able to maintain a cohesive front:
line the strength of which can, for a periocd, actually be increased,
Although there is as yet no positive evidence of a preparcd National
Redoubt, the turn of military events is forcing our enemy to concen-
trate all his rcsources in Southeastern Germany. It is not believed
that German Army Group G as a whole will surrender, Its only capability
.is still that of retreat and consolidation of forces along a gradually
constricting perimeter; a capability which it can continue to exercise
for a considerable length of time, unless it is cut up and defeated -

too rapidly to permit its orderly retreat.

The 21st Army Group is continuing its operations to destroy the
Germans in the North, The 12th Army Group is acting defensively on its
left and center, but is poised ready to launch a powerful thrust with -
the Third Army to join hands with the Russians. 6th Army Group is
anxious to go all out in pursuit of the enemy who has been. badly beaten
west of the Rhine River and who is retreating all along the front east

of the Rhine; but we have a mission which prevents it for the moment,-

We must keep close control of our armies,

‘ On 14 April, G-3, 6th Army Group went to 12th Army Group to talk
over the situation and plans with General Bradley, his Chicf of Staff,
General Allen, and his G=3, General Kibler. During that visit G-3
learned that General Bradley had been warned that the Third irmy would
change its direction about the time it hit the important Bayreuth
. communications center and would move to the Southeast toward the Danube
Valley and Salzburg; that Third Army would be composed initially of
about 11 divisions and would pe raised eventually to 15, Thosc
divisions plus the expected strength of Scventh Army and the strength
of the First French Army would .bring the total number of divisions

to be used in South Germany.to about 3.

" 0On the morning of 15 April, after a general staff conference on:
results of this visit with 12th Army Group, Genecral Devers announced
that he and G-3 would visit SHAEF thc next day for a conference.

- . oo . » 4
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SHAEF G-3 called during the 15th saying that a directive which would
set out the course of our next operation was then in the course of
preparation for approval by Gencral Eiseghowcr;u It would include
initially the operation to destroy the Ninetccnth German Army, clear
- the Black Forcst area and the arca south of Stuttgart and get the
entire First French Army East of the Rhine. Iater in the afternoon
of the 15th, G-3 SHAEF advised by phone ?hat the directive had been:
approved and was on its way. The dircctive did not arrive prior to
the time General Devers left for SHAEF on tho 16th. 'Upon arrival at
SHAEF a copy of the directive was sccured from the Deputy G-3.. The
dircctive, 281, assigned the 6th Army Group the mission of protecting
the South (right) of 12th Army Group and of occupying Westorn Austria
and that part of Germany within its zone of action. Its advance.on:
the left was to conform to that of the main offensive of the 12th Army.
Group. It set forth, among other things, thc ncw boundary between -
Army Groups, which meant that the overextended Scventh Army would have
about 50% as much front as it was then holding. In addition, Gencral
Eiscnhower give Seventh Army two moro divisions. 411 this, of coursc,
gave the Seventh Army probably morc offensive power and greater depth
to its deployment than it had cver cnjoyed. During the conference,
Gencral Eiscnhower agrced with General Devers that 6th Army Group
should undertake the operation against the German Ninetcenth Army rear
as soon as possible. Ways and mecans of getting it under way at top
speed were discussed. General Eisenhower was very anxious to accomp=-
‘1ish the relief of Scventh Army clements in the Third Army's new zone
of action as early as possiblc in order that'the operations to the
Southcast from thc Nurnberg arca could be launched quickly, . Bringing
Seventh irmy within its new boundaries involved moving all troops of
the XV Corps and approximately one-third of XXI Corps.. General Devers
told General Eisenhower that he would depart immediately for General
Bradley's headquarters and arrange the details with General Bradley, .

General Devers and G-3 left SHAEF by planc for General Bradley's
.headquarters wherc they were fortunate in finding General Bradley,.
General Patton, and Gencral Hodges discussing this relicf. ‘Within
" about 30 minutes the two army Group Commanders had complcted their
arrangements, and Genoral Patton had received nccessary oral instructe-
ions from the 12th Army Group commander rcgarding his part of the
relief, General Devers,-in the mecantime, had directed his aide to
arrange to have Goeneral Patch mecet him at Headquarters 6th army Group
when he returned to Heidelberg at about 1730 hours,.. After comploting
the arrangements with 12th Army Group and hcaring the dircective given -
to General Patton orally about the relicf, General Devers and his
G-3 left for Heidelberg, arriying by 1700 hours, Shortly thereafter,
General Patch with his G-3 and G=4 arrived, .

. General Devers held a conference in the war room with General
Patch giving oral dircctives concerning the operation and particularly
the launching of the effort on thc right of Seventh Army to cut off
the German Ninctcenth Army as quickly as possible., General Devers!
instructions to his staff and to General JFatch on the aftcrnoon of the
16th are reflected in Letter of Instructions Number 14 which was
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published that night. Copics of Letter of Instructions Number 14
were delivercd to Scventh Army on the morning of the 17th and to
First French Army on the afternoon of the 17th.

On 16 April 1945 the 6th Army Group was disposcd along the west
bank of the Rhine from Bzscl to Strasbourg thence to the vieinity of
Bayrcuth, with thc cities of Badcn-Buden, Pf?rzheim, Heilbronn and
Bamberg in our hands (sce Figure 19) and salicnts in the line in the
First French Army zonc extending as far south as Appcnweir southcast
of Strasbourg and Forbach southeast of Badcn-Baden. Operations now
pérnitted a’shifting of our forces to the south. Rapid rcgrouping of
6th Army Group units, and changing of direcction coupled with a dash
to the mountain area at the Swiss and Austrian borders offercd an
excellent chance to destroy the enemy, now occupied in a series of
delaying actions all along the front. The German Ninetecenth Army

was the first target.

To effect the destruction of German Nineteenth Army the Seventh |
Army was, in Letter of Instructions Mumber 14, directed to complete
regrouping rapidly and lounch its initial mcin effort on its right,
southwest up the Neckar River with a Corps, strong in armor and of
high mobility, seize the communications center formed by the triangle
Tubingen-Ballingen-Sigmaringen; thereafter exploiting to the west and
south as far as the Swiss Border, and assist the First French army in
dcstroying that portion of the German Nineteenth Army in the Black
Forest area. (See Figure 20). .The First French Army was directed
to continue strong cction betwcen the Rhine and the Black Forest and
clear the cast bank of the Rhine, conform action in the Stuttgart area.
to the advance of -the right of the Scventh Army, cnveloping Stuttgart
from the west, coordinating this action with the Seventh Army, and
protecting the right flank of the Seventh army, The First French Army
was further directcd to destroy elements of the German Ninctecenth Army
in the Black Forcst area, scal the Swiss Border in its zone, complete
regrouping and be prcpared for further advance to the southcast in a
new zone of action. The original concept of this operation (Figure
20) was that the initial effort by the First French army would be on
its right, southward down the ecast bank of thc Rhine. The thrust
southward, dirccted down thc cast bank of the Rhine, would bte in the
naturc of a holding effort indicating wcckness and was intended to
encourage the Germen Ninctecnth Army to stay in position until VI
Corps (which was employcd for the main effort on the right of the
Seventh army) was in position to go all out up the valley of the
Neckar and to the south ssaling up the German Ninéteenth'army betwecn
the VI U.S. Corps and the Firs$% French aArmy, However, & preomature
min effort southeast through the center of the First French Army
nullified this plan. The Germans, alrcady jumpy from their rccent
defeat west of the Rhine, started running to the rear, to a2 great
extent clearing the trap set for them before the blow of the VI U.S.
Corps had scaled them off, This premature and misdirceted thrust
on the part of the First French Army was most cmbarrassing --
espccially in the light of the fuct that.Par, x of Letter of Instruct-
ions Number 14 clearly indicated that a premature advanec by First
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French Army in the Stuttgert arca would be prevented by the Comnanding
General, First French &rmy, who would maintain close liaison with. ’
Scventh Army in order to accomplish proper timing, The plan for
employment of the First French Army was cxplained in considerable
detail by G-3 to General de Lettre pecrsonally at a conference in his
office on the afternoon of 17 April. However, Gencral de Lattre
apparently did not accept the 6th Army Group concept of the mancuver.
This action south, west of Stuttgart, carried his troops across the
Neckar where they turncd cast into the zonc of action of the VI U.S.
Corps, which was the main atteck corps of éth Army Group, Several
cables were sent attempting to hold Generel de Lattre's ccnter back
and get the proper timing in the maneuver, but they were without
result, Consequently, a goodly portion of the German Ninctecenth Army
escaped to the southeast, A4s the First French army advanced farther
to the east it became apparent that the VI U.S. Corps would soon be
headed into the left flank of the First French army. It also became
apparent, that, with the headlong retreat of the German Nincteenth
irmy, another action to cut off this army before it reached the
Adustrian border was in order, Accordingly, on 22 April the main effort
of the Seventh Army was dirccted to the Southeast on Ulm and a new
boundary (see Figurc 21) to conform to thc abortive thrust to the cast
by First French Army, was sct between that ermy and the Seventh U,5,

Army.

Mcanwhile, in the northwestern part of the éth Army Group scctor
the attack in conjunction with the Third Army (which was dirccted
southcast toward the Danube) was progressing rapidly. The change in
dircction of advance of XV Corps and th. shift of this Corps as well
as approximately onc third of XXI Corps to conform to the new intcr-
Army Group boundary established in the 15 april directive of SCAF,
were effected smoothly. In this casc it was desirable to continuc
the advance, with pressure on the cnemy and avoid blocking by cross
traffic the roads in our reer which-were nceded for supply and for
units of the Third Army moving into their new zone, The inter-Army
Group boundary (Figure 20) extended in a southeasterly dircction,
@iith the exception of 1l4th Armored Division, units of XV Corps con-
tinued their advance to the south and southwest, and shortly found
themselves in their new zone of action. 14th Armored. Division was
heavily cngeged at the moment on the extreme left. By mutual agree=-
ment this division was assigned to the Third Army and replaced in the
6th Army Group by a new arrival, 20th Armorcd Division., The advance \
in the zones of action of XXI and XV Corps progresscd rapidly from °
15 april, with daily advances along the line ranging from 2 to 17
miles, Nurnburg in the zone of advancc of the XV Corps offered.
stubborn resistance, requiring the combined efforts of elements of
three divisions for its capture; the city finally falling on 21 aprii,

By 22 April 6th Army Group had advanced to an irregulér line
(Figure 21) from Basel through Freiburg, Routingen, Goppingen,
Ellwangen, Cunzen, Hilpolstcin to Neumarkct with three salients extonde
ing into thc enemy held arca, onc to Lake, Constance, another to within
20 miles of Ulm, and the third to the Danube, 25 miles short of augsburg,

—56!- .
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411 along the 6th Army Group front, German Army Group G continucd .
to show signs of complcte disintcgration on its left,- Encmy rcinforce=-
ments, already conspicuous by thoir abscnce, were considered few and
next to unobtainable, The encmy could only hope to delay at the
Danube before yielding Upper Bavaria. A helter-skelter headlong dash
for the high ground in westcrn Austria appeared to be his only hope

of saving thosc remmants still possessing somc semblance ef organiza«

tion,

It was obvious, then, that the most expeditious way to prevent
the clements of the German Army Group G from entcring the high
country and to bring the war in the south to as carly a close as
possible was to beat the enemy to the entrances to western Austria,
Szlzburg and Berchtesgaden were in the zone of advance of the Third
Army in the 12th Army Group Scctor. Like Brecgenz, Landeck and
Innsbruck, the cities of Roscnheim and Salzburg controlled the rcmain-
ing vital routes into the southern mountain area. The race for thesc

all important escape routcs was onl , : ,

In the midst of this dash to seal thec entrances to the mountain
country, an incident occurred which delaycd the cxecution of the .
nmission, and, at one stage, threatcned to throw a major portion of
the entire Army Group into confusion akin to that of our frantic cnemy,

During the period 23-25 April a serious situation developed in

the zone of action of VI Corps, which had powerful armored and infantry -
. forces moving in a rapid drive to the south and southeast. On tho -

aftcrnoon of the 23rd, Seventh Army reported that elements of First
French Army were moving cast on -Ulm across VI Corps Zone (Figure 22),
Orders were issued at once by the Commanding General 6th Army Group
dirceting prompt withdrawal of thc French units into their own' zone
so that the roads requirecd at full capacity by VI Corps would not be -
blocked., Nevertheless on the following afternoon, 24 April, VI Corps
" reported clements of the lst DB were then in Ulm and in the Ulm area -
astride the axis of advance of VI Corps. Ulm was situated about 40
miles outside (cast of) the First French Army zonc; so that no clear

routes to the south remained to VI Corps. :

During the 24th, Géneral de Lattre's Chicf of Staff arrived for
a conference with General Devers and reported that General dé Lattre
had told him that he, General de Lattre, had recceived -instructions
from General de Gaulle to conduct the advance on Ulm and to rctain
control of £ll territory captured by the First French Army until the
final zone of occupation for French troops had been determined by the
governments concerned. This surprising rcport was promptly relayed
to SHAEF with cppropriate objections.  French compliance began on the
25th but this interference in violation of an order received through
the onc and ‘only official command channcl (Headquorters é6th irmy .
Group) cost General Brooks (VI Corps) at least 24 hours delay in push-

ing his key drives to the south. :
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This wos o very scricus matter beeausc Seventh Lrny was cngaged

in a race tu sccl the passcs into Jwustric before the retiring German
Forces could occupy and defend the mountain arca, s it turned out,

. the sccling of the posscs was acconplished in spite of the delay.
However, the time lost may wcll have prelonged the fighting for a
corrcsponding pericd before tac hopclessncss of Lrny Group Gts
position for¢ed its surrcnder. It is obscrved that, contrary to
usual custon, no copy of General dc Lottre's orders to his I and II
Corps bascd on Heedquorters 6th frmy Group-Letter of Instructions

Nunber 14 wos furnished our headquarters.

Fer the drive southward the supply of artillery crrmnition wes
plentiful., Therc was, however, tho task of transporting the arnrmni-
tion to the guns over cxtended Cistanccs. .

The ropid cdvance of the firnics ercated 2 transportation problen
of the first rrpgnitude, Railhecads were sceurcel ot the Rhine but cost
of the Rhinc cxtensive cneny Comclitions of‘key brilges delayed the
oponing of railway scrvices toward Wurzburg, lunich o

so that Gependence uhen truck haul supplcrented by airlift was

1 Lake Constance

neccssary.

he great distenece between the roar boundery of tic Scventl srny
andé its front lines ncecssitated the cstoblishnent of an JLrny Inteor—
nedicte boundary behind which CONSD could cssunec responsibility for
logistical support of the forward troodse It was agreed on 28 [pril
that the Donube River wes on approxincte intcrreciate reer boundary o
for the Seventh .rny. ‘ \ . S

ho Inter—frny Group boundary was siifted 0 the south a
nojor rovision of the noin supply routos sorving Scventh Lrny was
nceessitrted and requircd the cstoblishnent of new prioritics for
rohobilitotion of reilwayse. Certein running rights on highweys in
First French . Lrny arca were allccated to Seventh irny, The First
Freneh Jrmy rear boundory wes noved forward to conforn to the rapid

advence of 6th [rny Group forces.

hen

B3

The part of the Seventh Lrmy Zone west of the Rninc River was

tronsferrcd to the Fiffcenth .rny, releasing 36th Infontry Divisicn

for cperaticn east of the Rhince. :
Stuttgort was soncthing of a problcn for a‘few days after

its occupaotion on 23 Jprile - In the first place,” this city had

boen officially designated by Suprelic Healquarters, [EF, as the

headquarters for the Vostern U.S. Hilitory District upcn its )

canturc, Stuttgart wos én the boundary between the First Frcnch

irny azd the Scventh U.S, Lrny inclusive first to thc Frenech and

‘later to the Scventh Jlrny but with joint usc of routes through

the city buth before and after the change in boundery, Tor a

tinc both the 100th U.S, Division of the VI Corps ond the 3rd DIL

of the First French iLrny were representcd in the city: The natter

-~ 508 -
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was setfléd amlcably; ‘However, First French Army‘rbfused—to vacate -
" Stuttgart and rcmalncd in tho c1ty pendlng delineatlon of occuputlonul
Zones. : :

- The DA ALP was respon31blc for an importunt soctor which extendod , 
from Switzerland along thc Frunco—Itullan bordcr to tho Mbdltorranean

 Sea., (Flguro 23)

: In view of major Operatlons to' commence in Itqu about 15 dpril
. 1945, AFHQ roquested SHALEF to conduct diversionary operations along SR
. the 'Franco-Italian border for the purpose of containing the cnemy
- foreces in that sector and naklng ‘a show of force on this front.
. Such act1v1ty fell to the 4lpine Front Conmand undcr Hcadquartors-~
. 6th Army Group control., Plans werc prepared by DA ALP and approved-
" by Headquarters 6th Army Group. The outline plan included clearing -
* of  Mont-Genis Pass, clearance of Larche Pass includlng the capturc.
of fortifications of St Ours Bos and St Ours Haut. ' It was also
planned to clear the. Pctit St Bernard with uttucks toward Susa and
along the axis Mont Genevre Pass = Oulx.v L . ,
o : Thesc operat*ons were exocutcd as plﬂnncd w1th actlon starting
- 4 April, Considering the rugged terrain, weathcr, and problems of
transportation, thc operations were conducted most successfully under
" not too favorable conditions, Gains werc made chiefly at the passes,
211 along the line (Figure 23) until 28 April when Hoadquarters 6th
Army Group cabled DA ALP to halt their troops and withdraw into France
"ag the military situation pcrmlts" - The Germans in Italy werc com- -
pletely disorganizcd at this time and further diversionary action by
DA ALP was decemed not neccssary, This withdrawal wos accomplished
with somec delay incidont to reluctance on the part of the French to
give up’ territory gained in Italy; but with its oxecutlon, flghting

on the Franco-Itallan border v1rtually ccased,

S In the noantlne, the Army Dctuchment of the Atluntic was maklng
. important preparations for Operation Venerable (previously designated
. as Operation Independence) to reduce the Royan Pocket and open the
" Port of Bordeaux,.  This stubborn oncmy garrison (estimated at 13, 000) -
“which had controlled the entrance to the Gironde River sincc the
" liberation of southern France, had long becen a literal thorn in our
'side during the whole of our campalgns.r Plans to réduce tho pockct
~had been set back from 1 Jon 1945, in view of the urgent nced for -
~ troops on the main front, . Now sufficicent forces, all Fronch (some
55,000 Non-Recarmament Program) and clements of the 2 DB, rccently
,roleased from their tralnlng arca, under the commend of General de -
‘Larmlnat, were: asscmblod and prcpurcd to roducc the stronghold :

" On lO April 1945 Genéral do Larminat moved his command post of

the Army Detachment of the Atlantic from Cognac to Villaneuve,- v
Arrangements for air support by the lst Tactical 4ir Force (Prov1sionnl)

 as well as French Naval. support for the action were worked out very
satlsfhctorlly.» The actlon was plunned and bxccutod in two stagcs

~~,‘V(F1gure 24)- L : A S
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" The first stage, the rcduction of Royan redoubt and the Point
de Grave stronghold was commenced 14 april 1945 with attacks to scize
lines of departurc for main assaults to bc launched 15 April. By the
_evening of 15 4pril Royan was complctely occupicd while the cnemy
outpost positions in the Point de Grave arca were penctrated. By
18 &april the cntire 4rvert peninsula was cleared and the German
Commander was taken prisoner, On 20 April the remaining cnemy in

the Point dc Grave area surrcndercd.

It was time for stage two, reduction of Olcron Island. The
operation was started on 30 April with multiple landings in force
on Oleron and diversionary action in the vicinity of La Rochclle,
U.S. landing craft werc uscd to supplement mesns of the Freonch Naovy,
Providence lent a2 hand during the night prccceding the attack in the
form of a most helpful fog., The landing, like the entirc operation,
was carricd off succcssfully, Forty-cight hours later all encmy
forces on the island as well as the few remaining on the mainland,
had surrcndered, The Port of Bordeaux, after many troublesome months

of blockade, was finally opcned on 2 lMay.
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REDUCTION OF THE GELMAN NATIONAL REDOUBT

The idea of a German National Redoubt based on the mountainous
terrain of west Austria took shape gradually. Small bits of infor-

mation gathered from all sources added credence to the story that.
German forces in the south would fall back to this rugged terrain, .
there to make a last ditch stand., Stories eminating from German
sources indicated that large underground depots were well stocked
and that elaborate plans had been prepared to defend the area based
on the lateral communication afforded by the valleys of the Rhine;
111, Inn and Salzach Rivers, None of this information appeared
 authorative but the volume of it indicated that something was up,
calling for plans to counteract such a move should the Germans

attempt it. ‘ ‘ _ . _
As early as.02 April SHAEF directed 6th Army Group to be prepared

- to launch a thrust on the axis Nurnturg - Regensburg - Linz to .

prevent consolidation of German resistance in the south.

Until after the crossing of the Rhine, the occupation of Austria
had been considered an AFHQ undertaking. Jith the continued advance
of 6th Army Group forces towards the south and southeast, it became
‘apparent that German forces in Italy were not to be withdrawn to -
bolster the crumbling western front. ‘This clearly indicated that
the initial force entering Central and iestern Austria might well

‘be composed of ETO rather than MTO troops.

"~ about 22 April Lieutenant Colonel Strombe}g from SHAEF, G-3
Plans section arrived at Headquarters 6th Army Group with SHAEF's
- latest thinking in the form of a staff study which had not yet been
- formally approved by 3CAEF. A hasty meeting ‘of the J.P.S. was called
at which he presented orally the contents .of the paper answering '
ey arose. The object of his visit was to assist
‘planning in the 6th Army Group designed to prevent, if possible, a
protracted defense in the National Redoubt. We did not believe in
the theory of a corpleted National Redoubt. ‘hat we did consider
as a possibility was that the German forces being driven south by
 the French and U. S. Armies, and west by the Russians would te
forced into Austria where, if given time, they could put up formi-
dable resistance. Our principal aim was to destroy completely
" German Army Group G before it could reach the Natiocnal Redoubt arca
in our zone of action. How $uccessful we would bc in this was soon

~ 'to be disclosed.
's disorganizéfién as ‘of 28 April is well described D
that date, the

questions as th

C The‘enemy ]
in the Weekly Intelligence Summary No. 32 bearing

esscnce of'which.follows:

That portion of CinG West's commnd (Ninotcenth Gorman Army
st German Army) opposite 6th Army Group failed to receive

-6l -
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sufficient reinforcements'during the week to aid in either the
reestablishment of a front line or even to replace the approximately
78,650-0dd troops lost as prisoners of war during the period 21-26
&pril, exclusive of permanent casualties. The inability of the enemy
to halt the eastward drive toward Ulm and Kempten rolled up the
Suabian J"ourtain positions and turned the Danube River line. This
drive coupled with advances to the south through the places mentioned
above effectively disorganized and practically destroycd Nineteenth

" army. Farther to the east, frieddly armor has broken contact between
Seventh and First German Armies. This was the situation most to be
avoided by Army Group G. The result is that First 4rmy is practically
isolated and must fight an independent action with exposed flanks .

for the defence of Munich.

. First German Army was unable to find suitable connected terrain
features upon which it could reestablish a front line against unre-
lenting 41licd pressure. Its rearward progress h.s continued for
the second successive week. The appearance of Vlassov Russians and
Hungarian troops in front line positions could not effect the very
great nced. for artillery pieces, ammunition,lmotor transport and
tanks., The position forced upon First German Army, isolated by the
deep wedge driven into its right flank and disintegration of the
Nincteonth army on its left flank, will compel its early withdrawal
to the 4ustrian Border. The Army will bc forced back to cover the
city of Munich, but duc to the unavailability of any cross corridors
of étrong natural dcfensive positions in the vicinity, the city will
fall rapidly. Howcver, Himmler, who is rcported in lMunich, may urge
a final German "Sacrafice" for this-town. . '

‘ Fineteenth German Army suffcred a tremendous and overwhelming
defeat at thc hands of thc fast moving First French Army. The ranks
of the enemy were cut into numerous pockcts and then individually
mopped up. The rate of attrition was so high that the enemy's
capability of restoring its ranks was not porssible of fulfillment,
Mincteenth army will probably have the doubtful honor of being the
first encmy army to arrive in the so called '"Redoubt" area. It

will probably have the mission of manning the few defensive positions
alrcady constructcd in the Bregenz-Innsbruck arca, as wcll as that

of constructing ncw defenses. The remnants of Ninetcenth Army, after
having lost approximetely 50,000 prisoners of war during the past
weck, can only hopec to delay their day of capitulation,

Capabilitics |
The encmy may be alloweé‘only two actual capabilities:’
(1) He can surrcnder ynconditionally.

(2) Yc can continue his scnseless immolation, fighting hopec-
lessly from isolated strongpoints as his lines disintcgrate,

L}
*»
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' The overwhelming military defeat of the German armies north of
‘the Danube and in the Black Forest, the dwindling resources both of

men and material remaining to the enemy, and the increasingly obvious -
war-weariness of the civilian population &ll ccmbine to make a politic-
al capitulation imminent., The hold of- the Nazi cverlords upon the:

" Wehrmacht and the people is definitely weakening, particularly in
Bavaria. The civilian finds himself in a position of fighting for °

the protection of his home and possessions not against the Allics,-

but against the fanatics who will not or may not accept defeat. - ;
As for the German soldier,” prisoner of war status has become certainly

,more‘invitingjthan the prospect of further resistance under ccnditions
of extreme privation, = ' : :

Should the Nazis.chocse to recsist, whether through a blind but
monumental faith in ultimate victory or through simple acceptance
of their own fate, their resistance will be 'short lived. The north- -
south valleys of Bavaria offer no tenable defensive positions and. B
will serve as avenues into Austria, His inferiority in guns, supplies,

‘mobility and total lack of air support are so complete that cven field .
losses cannot be replaced, Feverish activity now in the development

of decfensive positions in Austria denotes a rcalization that he - ‘
waited too long to make the "National Redoubt" a fact. The cnemy

is militerily completely defoated; he will be allowed neither rospite

nor trucc, choose whichever he will, = -

As a rosult of Lt. Col. Stromberg's visit, G-3 dirccted the JPS
to preparc a.plan to forestall, if possiblc, organized rcsistance in
hustria by destroying Army Greup G and blecking the passes into that

country in our zone of action., Prior to receipt of this information
from SHAEF our mission had been to seize and occupy that part of

Austria and Germeny in our zone,  This new information and the

_confirming directive which followed later, gave us specific critical -
areas in the Redoubt Area as physical objectives against which we
should concentrate our effort, We found that it was necessary for -
us to have Rosenheim in our zone of actlon in order to give us free ~

~ use of the roads leading into the valley of the Inn from the east,

. This was incorporated in the SHAEF directive which did not arrive . -
tntil 27 April. - The JPS- plan, which was approved by General Devers
2/, April, resulted in the dispatgh of a.cable to Seventh and First

French Armies ot once. A perdphrase of the cable follows:

" First French Army will advance with strong mobile forces to
. rapidly seize Bregenz - Feldkirch area, sealing the Austrian-Swiss
" Border and thereafter be prepared to continue the advance to capture
- Landeck., = ‘ L T oo
.. Seventh Army will advance .rapidly with main effort on the~right, -
* with strong mobile forces to block the.passes inte Austria along the s

‘German border in zone preventing the ‘escape ef the withdrawing enemy ' -~ -
from the north, and thereafter dispatch strong mobile forces to seize.
Innsbruck-Brenner Pass area’and thereafter be prepared to tssist in
the capture of Landeck by First French Army. s .

- 63 - =

R N

.+ RESTRICTED




RESTRICTED
Armles will prcpare pl.ns for rcsupply by air, -

- On 25 April Goneral Devers hcld Command ond Staff conference
. at Headquarters 6th army Group 2t 11 o'clock attended by General
Patch, his G-2, G-3 znd G-4 and 'by the Chief of Staff, Assistant

G-3 ﬂnd G-4 of First French army. - The object of the conference

was to discuss the operation outlined in the cable dispatched to .~
the Armies the day before. The Army Group Commznder's idea was to
have the First French army drive to the south while the Seventh irmy
pivoted on its left and swung east in order to close the cxits of
the passcs leading into Austria. At this time, no official directive
had been reccived from SHAEF other than the informal information -
that had been given by Lt. Col. Stromberg. General Patch agreed
with the concept of the mancuver and told Gcnorul Devers that the
Seventh Army port of it was already under way bascd on our cable
rcceived the doy before. - The Chief of Staff, First French Arny,

was in agreement but was in doubt about their ability to get through

the defense-of the Bregenz area rupldly.

By 28 Aprll it had become 1ppurent that army Group G had bcgn
bedly cut up. Prisoners werc being tcken in tremendous numbers, and
VI Corps and the right of the XXI Corps mect ‘proctically no opposition
other than sone isdéleted groups as they rapidlr staited their swing,

VI Corps headed Joutu471th its rizht apd begen tor turn.its eenter ang
its left toward the east which, or course, had the cffect of swlngung
XXI Corps!' right which was ulso free. The First French army, in the
mcantime, was having its difficulties with logisticdl and infantry
support of its armor., It had fuiled to get the proper infantry
support behind its armor and was not making the progress hoped for.

BJ the tlmc it got its infantry up VI Corps WoS woll to the south

, By the cvening of 29 Aprll it was definltely clear thut Soventh
Army could got to Landeck with VI Corps' right much bofore First =
French Army could reach the arec. Thercfore, on 30 Aprll the boundary
‘betwcen Armics was cxtended south from Hofcn so as to give Landeck
and the communication routes thercto to Seventh Army.. At this time,

VI Corps! right was wcll into the Alps, It was now apparent that .

we had beaten the Germans to the crea, that they would not be able to-

gct into the arcu by using routcs west of oalzburg. XXI Corps wus ,

‘mov1ng its armor rapidly, backing it up by motorized 1nfun;ry, Sulnglng :
ius right along thc. edge of the Alps south of Munich, ‘It secemcd

assured of reaching the entrance to the pass at Roscnheim. leading up

" to the valley of the Inn and cuttlng the retrcating Germans off. So
_question of time before the Innsbruck-Brenner Pass -

it wis simply o
This left- tho ehceny only onc route into thu mountJin

area would fall.
arce. through the puss in the oolzburg ared. .

XXI Corps' maneuver - s p:mchm*7 out XV Corps whlch hg.d bocn the

‘pivot of the army mincuver. XV Corps, instcad of faeing south, was
now facing the gap at Salzburg from the northcast on XXI Corps' lcft,

The boundary between Army Groups at this timc was just to the west of'
Chiem- Loke. Sulzburg was in the zonc of actlon of tho‘Thlrd Army,
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whlch was still north and n*rtlraot of AV Corps' lpft ,Third‘drmy
with its long, cxposcd and liehtly held left flank was unwilling

to advance on the salzach Fiver corridor until sufficicnt infuntry.
he.d boen brought up to zssist its armer and adequately protcct its
lcft flank. 1t became quite apparcnt thet the. boundary between
army Groups should b chenged and thut XV Corps should@ heread for
salgburg along with the left of XXi Corps. Both were much closcr to
it than Third ATmY. The salzburg Pass had to b pcu]cd of f quickly.

- .Scventh nrﬂj was anxious to got the srmy Group b)und|7v chanecd

in order to get XV Corps into salzburg. Gencral Devers dirceted G- 3.
to take the nccessery action to offrcet the, change in army Group buuné-(
ary which would make possible the contcmpl“tcd mzncuver.  The wholc
transaction was handlcd by tclbphonc botween 6th army Group, 12th
_army Group and SHaAEF &nd clearcd up’ in onec day. 1t is interesting

to note thet within 24 hours all arrangcments ncecssary to chinge

the principal mencuver of tuo army Groups had been completed wnd

2ll the action to implement them had been taken, cven down to the
"divisions in most caszs. This was fust work. 1t wes posswblc

becousc intercsted persons werc oblc to talk over the scerct

telephonc in “double: talk! in u way thet anyonc not thoroughly.
familiar with the corversction could rot understand. Iuny dotglls :

WCTre hhndlud by cub planc.

N -

6th army Group s mission was chunged in ansier to the ubovg orel

agroement by & SHaEF cable dated 3 ihy 1845, u1v1ng to the Southern:
Group of armics the mission of scizing the Lendeck wund Innsbrucik

areus, sceling the Brenner Pass, capturing aqlzburg, seizing tho

Bruck-Fadstadt arca wnd occupjlng that portion of austria in zonc.
of cetion. The boundory was roviscd CuStT'Td as - follogs:

4s bofore to Freising (to 12th army GTOUP) iuhldorf - thcncc“
along Inns Eiver to its ‘junction with Sclzach River (to 6th arms
Group) - strazmalchen (to 12th army Group) - Bzd Isch - ochladming -

m_ntcrnonrfv;llhch (to oth army Group) .

}ron thL point of vigw of oth Army Group, thc ducnalon h1ch
“gave the salzburg arcu to Scventh army was probubly the decision

which brounht cbout thc 1rncd1;tr collapse of the Grrmons . in southcrn
Germepy. XX1 and XV Gorps werc «ble to move into the former zona

of action of Third army by an opcn flank und block salzburg Pas

‘with great rapidity. Jithout this dcc1~10n, ‘the Gernans in front

of Third army's right flank would have poured inmto the alps arcu

through the Sulzburg Pass and WQ might h{vr had & touzh t;mc ectting
them out. | - T S o B

,Whllcvthc above ma ncuvrr.wss underway, V1 Corps fdvdncbd - anlv
southwerd and cut the mein cast-west route: through the Fcdoubt by
cupturwng Innsbruck «nd L,ndoc<, znd moved on south throu h the

Drenncr and hc51‘ Posses
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With all passes into the mountain country sealed and German
Army Group G completely slashed into a state of disorganization
(Figure 25) the Commander was ready to confer with General Devers

-regarding surrender,

On the afternoon of 3 May, General Devers was informed by SH4EF
that General Kesselring had asked General #olf who was in command of
the surrendered 3S Troops in Northern Italy, to find out with whom
he should deal reagarding a surrender of the German forces in the
sustrian area., General Barr was directed to send a cable to AFHQ
asking them to have Kesselring informed that he should deal with
General Devers, Commanding General, 6th irmy Group. In the cable
Kesselring was told how his representatives should approach and
where they should come through the 4llied lines. It was later

discovered that Schulz, CG Army Group G, and not Kesselring, was
surrendering. General Devers, in the meantime, had directed General

Barr and G-3, to draw up the instrument of surrender. This was done
on the night of the 3rd, being presented to the General Staff for
consideration the next morning, In the meantime, General Devers,
took a copy of the terms and went forward to the Command Post of
the XV Corps situated at Haar, Bavaria, At about 1500 4 April, G-3
was directed to proceed to the Headquarters VI Corps with a copy.
of the terms as agreed upon by the Staff, These terms were to be
used by General Brooks as a guide for the terms of surrender that
he should use in current negotiations with representatives of the
German Nineteenth Army. The 6th Army Group's terms were delivered
to General Brooks' Headquarters at 0150, 5 May by G-3 who later

- proceeded to Haar to join General Devers. ,

General Devers, General Patch,- General Haislip, General O'Daniels,
General Ott, General Menoher, General Jenkins and Lieutenant Colonel
Cabot Lodge were assembled at Headquarters XV Corps, Haar, Bavaria,
at about 11:30 A.M. 5 May. About 12:45 P.M. General Devers was
informed that a German delegation headed by the Commanding General,
1st German army, Lieutenant General Foertsch, representing General
Schulz, Commander of army Group G, had arrived at the meeting place

‘at the edge of town, General Devers directed his party to proceed

at once by automobile to the meeting place to receive the German
delegation. The meeting place was in a German sculptor's studio in

a very beautiful setting at the edge of town., The studio had several
- large beautiful rooms, one of which had been prepared for the occasion

by the Chief of Staff, XV Corps.

Upon arrival of the party. at the meeting place, the German delega-

tion could be seen standing in a group off to the right in the yard

in front of the building., As the U. S. party dismounted the German
delegation came to attention., No salutes were exchanged., General
Devers! party entered the building, and went dircctly to the room
which had been arranged., Shortly after entering, General Decvers

handed a copy of the terms of surrcnder to Chicf of Staff XV Corps
and asked him to deliver it to the Chief.of the German delegation,
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General Menoher delivered the copy to General Foertsch who requested
30 minutes in which to study the document. This request was granted.
Shortly after 1:30 P.M. General Devers took the scat at the head of
' the table and the officers of his party were arranged on his right
in order, General Patch, General Haislip, General O'Danicl, Gencral
Jenkins, General Ott and Gencral Menoher. The Licutenant interproter
entered with General Foertsch who was introduced by General Menoher.
Gencral Foertsch stced at attention and bowed from the hips, There
,was no cxchange of salutes or other greetings. General Focrtsch
took scat at the end of the table epposite General Devers,  The
interpreter sat between General Mencher and General Foertsch,

General Menoher then requested that General Foertsch's staff
which consisted of approximatcly eight officers be brought in and
Six of them took scats on the right of General Foertsch
at the table. Two junior officers toock secats aleng thc wall of the
roem on the German side of the table, General Menoher then intro-
duced the U.S. party in the order of their scating, beginning with
General Devers. Tho American reproscntatives romaincd scated as
they werc introduced. General Focrtsch was then invited to intro-
duce his own staff, He rosc and introduced his staff, apparcntly
in erder of rank. Each German officer rose and bowed as ho was

seated,

introduced.

. Formalities complcted, General Devers opcned. the discussion -
by asking Genecral Foertsch if he had rcad ‘and understood the terms
of surrcnder. It was brought out that some minunderstanding of- the
word "term! was prcvalent in the German party. The German cquivalent -
of "tcrm! implies conditions. . Since this was an unconditional '
" surrcnder, General Devers directed that the word "specifications™ te-,
substituted for "term" in the instrument of surrcnder to avoid any

misunderstanding.

. The -conforcnce was rccorded and the bulk is included here with
a vicw to giving an ideca of the state of collapsc of Gorman Army
Group G and thc attitude of General Focrtsch, representing its
commander. ' PR

Gen, Dcvofs: It is understood that this is unconditional surrohdor.

Gen, Focrtsch: I pndcrstand.\
This is a specification as to how we will carry out

Gen. Dévers: !
that condition, ;

. Gen, Foertsch: I undorstanq..l,' s x
Gon. Dovers:  The first part of this instrument to be filled in is
: what toerritory is covered by this-instrument. #ill
~ you givo' us that? ‘ L

L]
L ]
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Gen.‘

Gen.

Gene

Gen,

Gen.

Gen,
Gen,

Gen,

~ Gen,

Gcn,

Focrtsch:

Devers:

Foertsch:

Dcvers:

Jenkinse

Dcvors:‘
Haislip:

Jenkins:

Bevers:

'Foertsch:

‘May I say this:

I don't sce how it affects us in the Northern boundary,

RESTRICTED

I have the order and authorization
to talk for the wholc Army Group G", This group
compriscs all forces.of the First Army and of the
Ninctecnth army, and the whole territory which has

been marked on these maps by a line en the Fasty
South and ‘fcst. I assumc that the Northern demarka-

tion line will be the onc which is in forcec at the
moment the trucc becomes cffective, .

ﬂhat is thc Northern llno which is in foreco noq?

The present front linc 1is corrcct. This would mcan-
that from the timec of the ‘truce i%itidll— there %11l
te no movements by Allicd forces into the territory
which is at present held by the German forces, iill
it be nccessary to mark this Northern boundary on the
map or will it be sufficicnt if a certain small zone

will separutc the two front lincs?:

You mean on the North?

The North boundary of the Germans is the presont
Allied front line, Sir.

It gives them four boundaries.

It would includc troops in certain arcas, On the
South by the Italian-Swiss frontier, on the West by
the Rhine River, and on the North by our front line,

fhy do we nced a space?

There would not be any space nceded. I would consider
it satisfactory for all troops to stay where they arc
at the time of the trucc. 4s a matter of prineciple-

.I want to point out the following. I have reccived

ordors_from Ficld Marshal Kcssclrlng to talk for Army
Group "G". The Army Group "G" is under the orders
of Field Marshal Kesselring, However, Fiecld Marshal

erssalrlng, besides the forces of Army Group "G", i

the Commander-in=Chicf of other forces outside of tho
territory of Army Group "G". I iould thercfore
propose, as a-matter of principle, that in this

"instrumcnt, “wherever the namec of Ficld Marshal Kesscl-

ring appears, -there will be substituted the name of

the Commander of Army Group "G", General Schulz.

This irstrument would thcn conform to the authorization
T have brought along, It is intcnded that General
Schulz's staff will bc the staff for- the surrender and

.oxocution of all terms oot forth in this instrument,

.68 -
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Gen,. Devers:

‘Geh. Foertsch:

Gen, Devers:

Goen., Focrtsch:
Gen, Decvers:

Gen, Focrtsch:

Gen, Devers:
Gon.‘Foortsch:
* Gen. Devers:.

Gen.-Foortséh:

Gen, Devers:

. the name of the Commander of army Group "G", General

Marshal Kessclring will in no case give other diroctlon§

There will be no armlutlcc.‘ No will sct the timc, )

- How long vlll it takc to notify tho troops?

RESTRICTED

I‘éssumo thét nonc of the other forcecs of Ficld
Marshal Kessclring are within the boundarj of tho

territory just given mc.

This is correct for Ficld Marshal Kesselring besides

 commgndb a territory in the Southcast, However, in

this territory therc arc no forces whlch actually
belong in the territory of the Southcust, In other
words, all forccs which arc now in this territory
would come under the provisions of this instrument.
What we want is to changc thc name of Ficld Marshal
Kesselring to the name of the Commandcr-ln-Chlof of

Army Group "G", General Schulz.

It is agrced to the changc. to usc Army Group "G" an
the name of General Schulz.

No, instcad of the name of Ficld Marshal Kbssolringv

Schulz.

i

'In any casc Ficld Marshal Kuésolring and his staff

and other forcecs in this area must also surrcnder
condltlonally.

[ 4

It is somcthing which I would have to flnd out bccausot

I cannot decide regarding the pcrson of Ficld Marshal
Kesselring or his pcrsonal staff but only all forces

1n Army Group "G"

e will closo this 1nstrumcnt out on thc ba51s of
Army Group "G, A

Yes, Commandcr, Goncral Schulz, Qucstions rcggrdlng

the staff of Ficld Marshal Kossolrlng will still havo
to be clarificd. To clcar this up might take a certain
time, dcpending on the means of communication, I ask
that indepcndent of this quustlon the time of the -
armisitice will be scttled, I guarantce that Ficld

rcgarding Army Group "G,

and that is when this instrument will be offcctive,

If we should durlng that timec run across anybody that
is in thls urou, they will Slmplj become prisoners of
Har, ' o : o .

¢
' COEE

Up to the tm's of the truce, - . | B

.
-
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‘a?

Gen.

- Gen,

Gen.,

Gen.

Gecne.

Gen,

Gen,

Gen.

Gen,

Gen,

Focrtsch:

Dcvers:

Foertsch:

Devers:

Focrtsch:

Devers:

Focrtsch:

Devers:

Focrtsch:

Deverss

"Focrtschs

Devers:

RESTR ICTED

I will welcome it, if the truce according to para-
graph 2 could be put into cffcet as soon as possible.

I proposc tomorrow, 12 noon, MJJ 6.

Satisfactory.

I would apprceiate it if for the announccment of
this timc limit I could have thc support of General
Devers to be able to get the cffcetive time to my

troops as quickly es possible.
Wo will assist in cvery way possiblc.

I ask rcgarding paragraph 3, until further notice,
officers and such personncl which arc ncecssary to
maintain order will tc permitted to keep their small:
arms for rcason of discipline, I am talking about
officers, MP'!'s and roving MP's which arc to keep
order in the territory, and I think that it will be
to our mutual interest becuusc in only this way can

we guarantce discipline and order.

Small arms?

This includes pistols, riflcs and muChan pistols -
no m;chlnV guns, A

How many troops are involved?

I cannot give an cxact number. Normally within a
division there is onc company of MPs, That would

be about 100 men in a division, Those 100 men do -
not include thc officers. It would be very difficult
for me to givc any definite number, but I belicve
honcstly that from this mecasure will ncver result
any threcat to thc strong allicd forces.,

Granted.

The reason for my csking this is the follov1ng We
have difficulties regarding food. In this tcrritory
there arc very many cvacuces which have gonc there
on account of air attacks. For this rcason thore
would be a possibility that riots or looting by some

' soldicrs might occur. I think that it is also. in

the intercst of the Allied forces that such dangers
should be suprecsscd right from the start, and this

is the actual reason for this requost. I am particular-

v gratcful to you for accccding to my rcquest.
How can the bearers of arms be diétinguishod?

L]
L ]
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Gen,

Gcﬂ.
/Gen.
Gen,
Gen,
Qen.
Geh.

" Gen.

Gen,

uGen.

Gona

Gen,

Gen,

Gen,

Geh.

Focrtsch:

O'Daniel:

Devers:

'Foorfsch:

Dcvers:
Focrtsch:
Devers:

Foertsch:

Devers:

Foortsch:

Davers:

Foertsch:

Devers:

Foertéch:

Devers:

RESTRICTED .-

A1l the MPs wear somc metal shicld - some form of
plaquctte, Roving patrols wear some kind of fourragcre;
They can be very easily dlstlngulshed from othcr troops.
for rcasons of discipline in the German army. :

They should all wear a 3-inch vhltc brgss rd on their
left arm, ,

'
’

- If they were to wear -some wvhite brassard there would .

be no troublc - officers and men,

I think that every officer could be very casily

- distinguished even without it by his shoulder straps,

Our soldicrs won't sec them in thc distance,

The officers would carry only pistdls - nothing olse;
If however an officer for reasons of order carries
more than a pistol, he too has to wear a white brassard,

It is up to the officer if he wants to take the ch“ncc f

on it,

I don't think anybody would shdot at an officer who
carrics a pistol just like that. I would propose to
talk this over in detuil. e will not-causc any
difficultics, I would proposc rc paragraph 4,
concentration of equipment and personnel, o period
of 48 hours after the trucc. ' S

That is granted. - bcglnnlng noon tonorrow.

In other words, it would tc the 8th of May - noon -
12 olclock. -

That is alright. (Watches were checked for coordination

May I bring up the following question in reference to
paragraph 4. In the Annex it says that all arms,
weapons ond ammunition should be put in dumps by
troops, companics and batteries, Do we understand
that each troop, company-or battery puts all its arms
in their own dump or do you want one big dump for a

d1v151on°

ile prcfcr one dump.

In this casc I'Would nced a little more ‘time to collect“

them 21l in one dump.

ile ﬁean to collect them in as big a dump as possible

in the time given., . .
71 -
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"Gen. Focrtsch:

Gen, - Devers:

“Gen. Focrtsch:

Gen. Devers:

Gen,., Foertsch:

Gen, Devers:

' Gen. Foertsch:

' Gen. Jenkinsé

- Gcn.;Focrtsgh:

_troops.

RESTRICTED

}The size of the dumps will depend largely on the

means of transport we have availeble., To collect
them in any larger dumps would be very difficult
for the following rcasons: We have very little fuel,

ir eny, and the road conditions in the territory arc
-very difficult. ‘

That is the reason we set it in this form. You can
put it in large or smaller dumps, as you want - not

bclow a’ company.

It is 0.K. Regarding the sentence that all thesc .
dumps should be guarded by unarmed scntries, I doubt:
very much that it would be practicables There are
very many forcign laborers in the rcgion, .

The guards can have arms for that purposc, and when
we take over, the guards can turn in their arms.

It is quitc alright. In refercnce to the sentence
that all military cquipment such 2s radio, telephone,
tclegraph and motor vchicles will have to ke assembled
and guardéd, I assume it will be permitted to keep
such transport as is needed to regulate traffic and -
bring up supplics; also to keep such means of communi-
catign necded by the staff to give orders to their
Othcrwisc no staff would haVo the necessary
moans of transporting the arms from one place to the. -
This would include a fcw radio stations and,

other,
y suspicion, all orders would be given in

to allay an

the clear.

' That is approved so long &s you are carrying out the 

administrative fcatures of this instrument. After
that they will be turned in,

That is elear. To get foed, fuecl, etc. to the troops,
especially food, we will nced a certain number of

"motor vehicles as well as horse-~drawn vehicles for

a cortain length of tine.
That is taken carc of in paragraph 3.

Referring to the Anncx, peragraph 3, vherc you desire '
that all our troops collect away from and keep clear
of highways, railroads, c%c., I don't think this is
practicably possible. This, becausc they are in a
mountainous territory with very few roads. If the
troops dre to kcep alive and to get any provisions
whatsecver, they will have. to usé the roads.:

\ - L]
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Gen.'

Gen.

Goh.

Gen,

"Gon.

Gen.

Gen.

Gen.,

‘ Gen.

Gen,

Gen.,

« Gen,

Gen,

A
Devers:

Focrtschs
Dovers:

Foortsoh:

Devers:

Focrtschs

Devers: |

Foertsch:

Devers:

Foortsch:

Devers: -

Foertoch:

Devers: -

lFoorﬁsoh:

~ RESTRICTED

You will have to give us a froop list and pin=-point -

where your units are, and we will put liaison officers

with the units. .Where they nced to use the roads,
we will provide for it.

‘What kind of movcmont of Allicd froops do you oontom?

plate when you say that routes of = dvznco may bc .

| rcqulrcd by Alllcd forces?

Just freedom of roads in the arca for movement of
troops - for concontrttlon or war,

According to that we would have to figurc on the

 possibility that in this territory which you arc

talking about an Amorlcun division might appcar some

~da y.

Thcy will appcar.

Yes,. you will send liaison staffs and controlling

commissions, Will this territory also be occuplcd ‘
by American troops immediately?

" Yes, bccausc we are g01ng to cstablish mllltary

govornmont thcr01n.

Could - you glve an 1dca whcn your troops would movo
in - stqrtlng from the time of the truce?
Probubly two. days. .
I consider it my duty to point out that it would be

very difficult to billet any troops on account of tho
prosent ovcr—crowdlng. ~ _

We have that problcm lrcady. Wo propoge to handle
it quickly and firmly, and I don't antlclpato any
more trouble thun we have had alrca dy ~ : ’

- The terrhln is of Alpine character, has vorj fgw towns*

and villages, und few means of communicatlon, and is
very bedly off as far as any food is concerned. Even
now therc are. placos vhere you cannot flnd pldcc of

bread,

o realizcxfho'difficultios.'

In paragraﬁh 4 of fhe Anncx you give us 72 hours to
render, you an order of buttle of all major units, I.

' do not know exactly how detailed you will want this

. 1ist, but in any casc the time is very brief.
72 hours we could 03511y glvo you a llst whlch for

In
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" Gen. Patch.

Gen. Focrtsch:

Gen, Devers:

Gen, Foertsch:

" Gen. Devers:

’Gcn. Focrtsch:

Gen, Devers:

Gen, Foertsch:

are in therec now,

_territory.

RESTRICTED

instance, would give the "82nd Régiment with throe
companies'", or something like it but if you wish
morc detailed list, additional time will be required.

a

If you have radio communication and use it in the
clear, why should you neced morce than 72 hours?

Duc to the present fighting, all thesc.units have
been so mixed up that it is impossible for us to have

"an exact strength rcport. I waent to stress this as
" I consider it my duty to be honest so that no one can

say later on thot we did not act in good faith,

¥e accept. Do the best you can in that time and thon
continue to make the list more complete. :

This is all I have to say rcgarding this document,
Howecver, I have a fow things of importance I desire

to bring out, I mentioned before the great difficul- '
tics. in the food problem, Our troops have food for
about 6 to & days, Therc has never bcen sufficicnt
food within this tcrritory to fccd the treoops which .

I therefore deem it nccessary to
come to an agreement, the dctails to be worked out
later, according to which we would be able to continue
buying food also farther to the North, outside of this

I think you must understand that your army will be

.moved just as soon as we can get 1t moved, and that

they are not going to subsist where they are forever,
I don't anticipate there is going to be cny difficulty
in moking arrangements whereby your troops will have

enough food, but we cannot authorize you to leave this
territory to go North into somebody clsc's tcrritory . -
to buy food bccausec wc\control all the food in 211 the

territory which we occupy.

I would like to know'whon you say that our troops would

 be moved from the arca as soon as possible,. whether

you mean that they will be uscd again in civilian
occupation or whether they will be sent away as
prisoners of wur. '

v

They will all be prigoners of war, If youfmedn‘ére |
we going to scnd them out of the country, that is
wmmmgmﬁmmymh.Wemnamwbywcmhs

of war,

In othcr words, this would mecen we would have to
consider ourselves Prisoners of ilor within a very
A .

short time? ° .
-
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" Gen.

. Gen.

Gen,

Gen,

Gon.

| Gen.

Gen.

Gen.

Gen,

Devers:

Foerfsch:

Devers:
Foertsch:

Devers:

Foertsch:

Devers: .

Foertsch:

Devers:

Foortsch:

Dovers:

Foertsch:

‘Devers:

the hqnds of the Russians,

fwith Will you state that question more clourly?

Docs the American ngh Commund interd to hand. over “ny .

I think it mlght be o good ides to lmﬂcdlﬂtcly'“dviéc

'In'any way which suits you will be suitablo to us, - L

It would be good if onc of my offlccrs went by cub
* planc, and I would like to scnd word by radio to my

~bloodshod

- Meke urrungcmonts for thls.

f‘. - ' RESTRICTED

Yes, thore is no 'rmlsticc. This is a complete
surrcnder.,

In thls conncction I would like to sk another qucstlon.
If I understand Jou right on this, the prisoners of

war will be used in a capacity beneficial to the German
people as soon as possible. However,'w1ll the other :
Allies avoid that these German prlaonors full 1nto

That is something on the level I hove nothing to dé :

prlsoners made by the American troops to Soviect Russin?

I c:n't angwer that question for the hlghor command .
I am very grateful to General Devers; cspeeially I
jant.to thank him in the name of my comrades who arc
now prlsoncrs of war and who, as I hope, arc and will
remein 1n tho hands of gentlemen, r .

#e will abide bty the rulos of ware UWe will have the
papers rcthcd to conform to the suggestcd changes, .

I will sign and you can ‘sign later.

my commond of the time of the truce so that no time
will be lost.. I want to advise my higher COmmﬁnd by

all means whlch will be put at my dlsposql.

Perfoctly alright. How do you prOpOSC doing thut?

I would prefer o merked plane of a cub type to fly
over and advisc the ngh Command, .

hot you wunt to do is to notlfy your‘comhund?

CP which is at Szalfclden, near Zell am Sce, There
is no- rcgulhr airficld ncerby. On my part, I would
likec to do cvorjthlng p0551blo to provcnt ohy furthor

(It was suggostcd thxt General FOOTtbCh ‘make usc, of

(o)

the 3rd Division f30111tlcg for this purposo).' o

Undcrstand, this is

unconditional surrondor. o . : e
. . N o Ty

o
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Gen. Focrtdch: I have no power to do anything ngainst this, I have
onc request in this conncction. You arc also the
Commandecr of the troops of de Gaullec. The German
pcople would be greatly indebted to wyou, Sir, if you -
would bc atle to give some attention to thc behavior
of the Fronch troops. Onc of my officers yesterday
had an oxpericnce which I do not want to mcntion here

in detail.

Gen. Dcvers:
of war,

The instrument of gurrcndcr follows:

Spocifications of Surrcnder, prescnted by General Jacob L. Devers,
U. S. Army, Commanding 6éth Army Group, on bchalf of General Dwight
D, Eiscnhower, U. S. Army, Suprcmc Commander, Alli?d Expeditionary
Forces, ond accepted by General 5chulz, Communder-in-Chicf, Army
Group "G", Army of the German Reich.

, 1., It is ogreed that the territory covercd by this instrument
ineludes the arcas bounded on the Eaxst generally by the linc:
Kirchbcrg (inclusive) - Ricd (inclusive) - Frankenmerkt (inclusive) -

Freudenthal (inclusive) = South Corner Zcller Scc - Radstadt (inclu-
sive) - Obcrdrauburg (cxclusive) - Plocken Pass (oxclusive), on the
South by thc Italian and Swiss fronticrs, on the Eost by the River
Rhine, and on thc North by the present Allicd front linc, which arc
under the jurisdiction of Generazl Schulz,

411 these forces, including General Schulz, 2rc bound by this instru-
moent and shall be subjcct to such other specifications as may be
applicd hercafter by the cuthorities of thc United Netions. '

‘2_ 411 forccs, including 21l pora-nilitary forees, under
command of General Schulz, shall ccasc unconditionally 21l zcts of
hostilitics towards forcos of the United Notions not later than ‘

~ 1200B hours, 6 My 1945. R -

‘ 3. Al1 such forces under comm:nd of General Schulsz, ckcépt as
indicated in Anncx A,,shall disarm themsclves immediately and remain

in their prescnt.arces rctaining all mess and transportation oquipmont,'y

food and forage nccessary for sclf maintenince end subsistence until
dirccted - otherwise by authoritics of the Armed Forces of the United

Nations.

Annex A will be effected not liiter than 1200B hours, 8 May 1945, after
which timc offensive ground and air action will be taken by the Allicd
+ Forces against 1l unauthorized novement of forces affected by this
Other instructions indieated in Annex 4 will be carricd

/ ] )

instrument,
L 3

‘out promptly.
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The French troops under my command will obey the'rules

All German militery and . -
parc-military forces in this arce arc under-command of General Schulgz,

L. Conccntration of 21l cquipment and'pérsdnhcl as prescribed in -
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5. This instrumcnt is independont of, without ?rcjudigo to, -
- and will'be superccdcd by any ggneral instrument of surrcnder imposcd
by, or on bchalf of the United Netions and applicable to Germuny and
the Germen armed Forces as a wholc. : R g
6. The official langunge of this instrument shall be the English
text. : : ' Co
Signed and agreed at Hoar, Bavaria, this 5 doy of My 1945,

‘ Fdr Gcncfdl Schulz -

Commanding Gencral, First . General Jacob L, Devers
‘German ATmy. . ' United States Army

s

. o  AMNEX Al

-~ 1. Pending further orders all officcrs and not to excced onc
" hundred other ranks per division may rctzin their rifle, machine
pistol, pistol, or other sidesrm for internzl sccurity purposes. 411
such armed personnel will wesr a 3-inch whitec arm band above the left
clbow for casy identification. A1l other arms, weapons and cmmunition:
" of whatever naturc will te placed in dumps of appropriatc size in
convcnient locations in arcas occupicd by companies, troops, battorics;
and other detachments of a comparable or smaller size. Appropriate = - -
guards will bc posted on all such dumps to insure their sccurity !
pending further disposition as dirceted by authorities of the armed
Forccs of the United Nations, - A11 military cquipment such as tcle-
‘phonc, tclcgraph and radio equipment, motor vehicles, horsc-drawn .
vchicles and other means of transport (both ground and oir), and -
other movable military impedimente not nceded for exccution of these
spceifications will be similarly assembled and gusrded in convenient
locations pending their further disposition. All such dumps will be
kept clear of lines of communication and axcs of advance required by
the 41licd Forces. - ' S :

' 2. 411 weapons and cquipment will be deposited iﬁ'dﬁmpsfwith
brecch blocks, bolts, sights and/or other opcrating mcchanisms intact,,

. 3, Having disposcd of all wecapons, ammunition and combat cquip=-
ment of whatever nature, all forces under-commend of General schulz
will stand fast in their respective areas until given further
dircction by suthoritics of tho Armed Forccs of the Unitcd Nations,
and will kecp clear of all highways, railroads, trails und othe
routcs of advance which may be required by Allicd Forces., ‘

4. By hour and date indicated in parcgraph 2 this- instrument,
Goneral Schulz shall furnish the Commanding General, Sixth Aray -
Group, an order of buttlc of all major units, including Allied Prisoncr -

of War Camps, concentration camps c¢nd similar installations under his
A - 77 -.
‘ A'RESTRICTED~,
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commznd, «nd ¢s soon as possible shall furnish the Communding General,

Sixth Army Group, with a complcte troop list showing by unit designu-
tion, typc, strcngth and location, all clcments of his command affceted

. by this instrumecnt.

5. A1l mineficlds within arcas controllcd by General Schulz
shall be pleinly murked immcdiately by signs and shull be outlined
with whité tapc or other suiteble mcuns which are rcudily identificble,
411 mincs, booby traps cnd other types of decmolition chrrges shall be
removed from all highways and railroad bridges, tunncls, overpisscs
and underposscs on all lincs of communication and from all buildings
and mcans of transport, highway, rail and air, within thc arcas
controllcd by General Schulz, and all such mincs, booby traps and
othcr mcans of demolitions so removed shall be rendered harmless;
those mincs, booby traps and other mcans of demolitions which cannot
be removed and rcndcrcd harmless immcdiately shall be plainly marked

and placcd under guards.

The confercnce broke up promptly. The terms were rowritten to

include the minor changcs agrced upon in the discussion, whilc the
Amcrican and German officers had lunch scparatcly. Shortly after
1506, 5 May, Gencral Dcvers signed the original and cnc copy of the
rovised instrument, and dirccted that Gencral Fatch and General
Haislip do likewisc. Thercaftcr, in the prescnce of General lMenoher
and Genoral Jenkins, as well as the mombers of General Foertsch's
staff, General Foertsch rc-recad thc document and signed the original,
A copy was thcn handed to General Focrtsch. The German staff, which
had been standing, immcdiately came to rigid attention; and the
General and his staff literally bowed out of the picturc,

Thus the single purpesc of 6th Army Group, dcstruction of the
Goerman Armics opposing it, was complcted in dramatic fashion, This
news was flashed to thc world at once, But we were replaced in the
spotlight two days later by the all important anncuncement that the
¢ntire German war machinc on the fronts to our cast and to our north,
following the cxample of Army Group 'G", had also surrcndercd
unconditionally to our Suprcme Commander and t» our Russian allics,

- 78 -
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‘Group ‘G which had prev1ouoly becn set up by & oevontn Army liaison

-problems of tin sur
nissions also foeilitated the novenent of OCCQ)uthﬂ“l

Arry at noon on U L

"to cight dovs or until about -13 liay. It was roported on 11 Mey thot b
200,000 Cermcn troops woro moving fron the southcast toward the 6th }
Lotor this group cppeared to be I Gerno: "

'agrccd nt o neeting held in

| . | - S RESTRICTED
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TAPTTR EIEVEL

POST IIOSTILITIES ACTIVITIES

The terms of surrender were fulfilled and hostilities ceacsed on
os soon &s orders could be 'disseninated through-
out Cerman lower cchelons, Some confusion and resistaiice by isoloted
Germon ualts occurred in front of first TFrench Arny. This opposition
was scon overcome cfter several pitched battles. Cermon units 1nvolvyd

the Seventh frmy fron

“were from Twenty-Fourth Arm

cadquarters 5th Army Croun's iiilitary liissions to. h1- er Germon
worc established. Brigadier General ideary C, ¥clfe of

Ieadquerters
douarters 6th Arny Group arrived at Central fotel in Ell on 11 loy

e charge of the liilitary liission to Ieadquarters Cermen frmy

‘n
[&3

to tak

cexuchment. Colonel X. S. Anhdersson of Headquarters S5th Arny Group

coded the mission to Cerman Nineteenth Army ond orrived at Pfunds
on 11 liny. The militery liissions superviscd the corrying ocut of the
surrender; transmittcd cdditioncl instructions to implement the
occupational policies and formed liaison headquarters for transiittal

to the higher 4llied leadquarters for decision such requests and
rendered Germon forcces os could mot be dealt with
A

on the spot. The
forcoes 1nto the arceos of the uurrcndcrﬂd German force

-
CSe

Advance to thu socuth was re sumed by S¢ vo;th Aruy and first Trcnch
ny to completc the occuxc xtion of thelr respective

zoros in Austria. The Italicn ond Swiss Frontiers and the fnns River J

linc on tﬂo cost wore set os the limits of advance. - :

v

incinal 7roblc1s which required COOle;"thﬂ br u1r1cr ‘

ulllCd “Ugdquawtcr ‘wore those of fCCQluo cnd neinteining the lo
number of Cerrion forcss corcontrated in the-Alpinc districts, Iﬁitial ;

Gormen food supplies werc cstimated to be sufficient for cbout six L

The »r

Arﬁf Group {:I'¥u in Austria. -
valry Corps which cleimed to have been discho rrra by British forces.
;nt moveient of the reported

LFLO y1as wbquostod to intercent and preve
roa of resaoL51billt Beforc the situation was

troops from its a
-=d the rgsaop51b111tv for-the oreos

sottled control of -Seventh fArmy
involvsd were passed to leadquerters 12th Army Lzroup. . . .
TOCISt ibu tloh of forces cnd formulate o

by the hondquarters which weuld have
Cenoral Devers and Ccnor 21 Bradley
;eloclbvr on lg Moy 1945 thot Scventh :
Lrmy should pass to control of i cudquartc;s 12th Arry Groun ‘without ‘
delay. SHAEF approved this egreenont cnd ordered the 12th hrmy GTOuj

In order to focilitcte
coordincted olan of occupati
resporsibility for the U. S«

+~
U

~

183

ORé
one )

-
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imminzent.

attended by representatives of

rmy. Representatives of First Fro

.-vould not be relca
CGeneral Doyen hed refuscd to wi

cultics crising in nort
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to assune commond of Seventh Army on 15 May 1945. Genercl Bradley,,

however, did not wont responsibility for First French Army during
the interim period of settlement of the French sone of Uccupation

and asswaption of rcsponsibility therefor by the French Governmenat,

eneral Bradley's recsons for this were the unfomilicrity of

Headquarters 12th Army CGroup with problems of Freneh organization

Hdea
and supnly, the lack of previous personcl contact ond lack of

fomiliarity with the estoblished ceommunications and liaison whic
ich,

ileadguarters 5th Army Group hod with First Fremch Army. It was
thercfore agrecd. between the Army Group Comnnnders taat First French ©
Army would remain under commond of ieadquarters 5th Arimy Group until
SITARF should relecse First Frcnch Army to control of the French

- Covernment,

On 21 June SIYEF indicatcd by caobls that coreenciat had been
corcludcd on final delinmitation of the Freach Lintional Zone of
Cceunation in Cermony and transfer of cress of rcsponsibility uas
(sce figurc 26). SIAZF dircetud thet plans for transfor
of zreas be preparcd to become effecctive on or cbout 1 July 195,
but that Tirst French Arny could not be contacted on the matter for
the time being. 4 preliminary plan was propered and approved by the
Chisf of 3taff 23rd June and discusscd oa that doy with Headguarters

12th Army Group and SIIAEF

1 confererce was held at ibcdquartors 5th Lrmy CGroup 25 June
SEAET, COLLZONE, ileccdquarters 12th
irmy Croup, Third, Soventl, Fiftceuth drnmics, Coxad, Adsee, Oiso
stermedinte Scetion and Ninth Air Force. Tho tentative plan wes
diseussod ot 1d approved ofter slight modificctions,

the mccting on
The pleon was SHAEF with 12th Army Group concurrcnce
the following daye : . , - ‘

submittcd to Si
authorized discussion with First French
nch Army conferred with staffl
orficers ot Hocdquarters 5th Army Croup. On 30th June, SHAZF
indicoted over the telephone thot the plazn would be &pproved cxeept
shosing which must be specded up to complcte the operation

TT/\mF

‘ On 27th June, SIAD

for the :
within 10 doys instcad of 21 days cad that o direcctive to cffect
imnediatc traansfer would- fcllow shortly. It was obvious thaot

oo T AT .

cdditionnl coordination would be neCessSary to fulfill the SHAE
dircctive within the speeificd limit of tinu, : R
.HAEF indicoted to AFER in rcsponsc to the latter's inquiry of -
not opercationcl gqntrol'of ALrmy Dotoeclment of the Alps
aszd until French troops witadrew from Italy,
thdraw from any occupicd territory

in

ustil authorized to do so by the Trench Governnont, AT was

particulcrly concerncd beeouse the likelihocd of nolitical diffi-
twestorn Itoly hed long boen forcsecii. '

Tlecdduarters Gt Arry Croup was nptificd Ey SUAEF. that on agrecment

hed beon reachod to effcct withdrawel of Freuch forces froir arda

- - . -
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At that time, informotion-wos I

“thrt Hecdquarters 6th ATy Group’would be

o few nen,

;Sthgﬂrmy Croup Trel
rondun was base
ond dircctives,
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cast of Fronco-Italicn boundery of 1939 by 10 July, It is prggumoa
dquarters Gth Army CGroup will be relieved of responsibility

that Icc

for the .rmy Debachmont of the ilps ot that time ond contrel of

such forcos will pass to the French Governncent, This date coincides
with the date for turnover of the Freneh zone in Germany. Thus, ‘
whon rclieved of all operational responsibility, the mission of
Hicadquarters Sth Lrry Qroup will have beca concluded,

Redeployment Training roceived attention os early as nmid-korch,
recoived by the Chicf of Stoff that
o training command would be cstoblished in this theater for the
ourposc of training units that were to be redeploycd directly to the
Pacific or indircctly . through tie United Stotes. It was cxpeeted

cssigned the mission. |

W, Brewster, G-3 Plans -
cnd his steff on Theoter

P S e
On 25 bicrel, at Pholsbourg, Colonel Liles
Section. of ETOUSA, bricfed Genercl Dovers
Redeploynent Plenning amd stated thot the Theater Tentative Basie
Plen cssigned the mission of Redeployment Training of all units,
cxcopt those assigned or ctteched to USSTAF, cs a responsibility
of Hecdquerters Hth Army Croup. - '
Tt was decided that a smnll group of officers from Headguorters
Lih Lrmy CGroup would be sent to Headquartors LTOUSA in Paris to rezd
into the picturc and to proparc plans ond NCCOSSARY direcctives for
t:¢ new problem which would confront the 5th Army Group on VE Day..
Accordingly, thic Deputy Chicf of Staff,. Brigedier General Whitficld
P, Sheperd, and five othoer officors were solected and ordered to

BTOUSLA, ‘ - : . » R
o Unon arrivel in Paris 1 Mpril, study of the rcdeployrient troining

problems ond implicctiouns commcnced. 4% aralysis of the Redeploynent

Flow Chart, doted H 4pril 1945, irdicoted that lcadquarters S5th Arny

Crou» would be rogponsible for the troining of 3360 units varying

in size ond type from divisions to 'smell signnl detachments of orly

'

\

Lrmy Ground Forces and Army Service Forcos
on the problems thoy had met in

troining in tho Zone of the Intcrior. The various Speccial Staff
Scetions of Hecdaquarters Commuaications Zouc were clso consulted,

4Ls plans begea to shano up addition;l spccigliz?d officcr porsonncl
was required ood gtudies of rcquirments for troining creas vere 120G,
Headquorters 6th Army Group's Basic Flan for Redeploymernt Training
yios submitted to Hoadquerters.ITO on 10 Moy and wos approvid.  Plars
most fovorsbly cnd tho final draft of Hoadguarters
ning bomorendum No 1 wes. completed, This meno-
ABF, and or Deportniont training prograns

Reprcsentatives of

comc to LTOUSA and 1icTe cousulted

were progressing

ased on AGT,

on 10 Iy o now Redoploymont Flow Chort dated 14 lMay 1945 wa
reecived,  An anclysis of the chart indjccted that the total number
Ve A - .

\

.8l - _(
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arters 5th Army

h wcra Service units,
rod o 3500 ore “reduetlon ia units
~ tronoiCots spocd upn of Bho shinnun urite froa the
5CIC cdulold for stratenic
urder centyrol of tho srmy of Occugztlo; md
nf fcr vaturn to thc ototes wes

cf units that would core under contr
Toup Lor'hvlul“bvhﬁ only |

I
'), 505'
'VlLUSL’ Gotemal

3 Gl
~

oS Ll T O
thartoy oe wsll as o dccision thaot units f

R VRN R )

witil eazipning

As o result of thoe "'éuct10£ of ths nunber of uuits cvriloble
Tor troining, Concrcl Zisenhoucr Co 1o that the estoblishrimnt’
1., A

cidc
of & spnecicl hecdguarters reshonsible for vodanloynent trainiag was
unreccssory. lestead it uos declded BLIT &0 2 ﬁo weuld
be responsible for traininy those units cssis ) hed uliich
wusre to be redoplovod. dccordingly, on 2 Juns cG wes
held ot STOUSA ot which all mojor commacnds ; ntod ~nd at
which the (=%, DTOUSA armounced the new po i ot
Troiring., Alter turning over the maverial red to
Cth“ oHNTO; moadquarters, Teadguarter Ariy Grow) Rede-
nloymont Plhunng Staff was dissolved end 1 oto Hoiidoelboery,
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*accomplisinent,

- 12th Arnmy Group.

. m111b_ry operations.

,“rmy the tectical varuthugs
supnly llncs werc ccasidercd,-

. First TFrench Arny
tions by blocking cetion-clong the cast, bunL of tho ll”,;in the
Bleek Forcst, ond cast in the Stuttgart arca. The plen indicated ,
a single axis of cdvenco leeding first fo Furnberg.cad th 1'turLine ‘
ccurlt for o sin%le Line of .

‘south to Municii in

. o e PS”’RIC'ILD
.- OCCUP_,’».TIOIT OF CERLEY .

’buoouartvrs Jtn Army CGroup COEACLCu@ pla 1:13r for tho occunhtlo“'
of Cermony in latc Scpte oribsr 19 44 cnd corricd it on until the termine- -
tion of its missioa 1“ July 1945. The guiding principles and the
“missicns cesigned to otl zrmy Group were sct forth: in the avprceic-
tions cnd cutlino plmhs issucd by SiAEF for Uurutlon 'Tnlishan?,‘ L
the Sccond 'Talismant' Dl"n Q-tud 31 October 1944 cnd Operation .
1ielipsct, doted 10 Fovember 1944. The SIARD plons outlinead brouqu
the strategic creas to be scizol  to cstablish Allicéd military control
in Cermeony, the occupationsl objeetives cnd prioritics. for their
and the genoral policics govc*uin the occupatioﬁ.
4Also designoted by CHAIF was the genoral plan for orgonization of
thevTinal oceupation, Bceouse the situation os'it night exist ot \
the time of defoat and ckvltulhtlon of Cermcrny could i 10t be forecenst
with certeinty, SHALF plans were L,o“_anl nd designed to mect cithyr
o complete surrcad or by @ central Gernol utnority or piececnoal -

[

capitulation upon collepsc of cocatralized coatrol. Detailed instruc—-

tiong covering limitcd aspects of OCCUQCthh such as counter- -~ .
intclligenee, srisoncrs of wer, displaccd DCrsons, »sublic rclations,

sigral communications and disurl u“t WuTO oCt forth in nenoronda’
rolated to the outline plons.

N

b

. * . : . f‘ R A- . P
Tho'S”hLF glan SpClelCQ th“t “oaaquhrturs 5th Lrnmy Group uould

1

be withdrown from Germony oid coatrol of Allicd forces in the U. s. :

vore wculd be consclidated under Hocdouortors 12ta Anﬁy Group.

Resoonsibility for coordination of planning rosted with JLMGQuhrtoru» ‘

»

‘ “The first draft plon of the Joint Plonning Storff of 25 Kovenber |
1944, conformed to thc principlcs ond nissions loid dow by SHALF
plans 2nd thv Opuruthlul situntion cs assuncd by 12th Arny Group.

o continuation of the currunf

c11 se'? was co“ulaurvd to-be &
It was nesuned thot, "when the opcration Shoulu
or COllﬂﬂSC,‘ullluu TForccs 'would be .

cormenece upon Cerman surrcnde
disposed in UrGlOuﬁuthﬁ of" tho currcnt zonas of cction with the
“bulk: of forees in bridgeshead arcas cost of the Rhine, and that
Russian forcecs would not heve cccuwlvd va coh51dcr blc urtiou«of
&mmmm C - ‘ ,-:4 . R S

n1881ur" of opvcht“ Arny h"@ Firat Frgg01
StruLctu, cquipnicnt .of forces' and
Seventh Arny wes cssigned the mission -
nd Muuich areas wirilc '
and Linu of Cormunico~

Oneration

hn

- Iq 0051gnat1 thv

of moking o dcep thrust intc thic liuraberg ©
grotcctbd its south fluh

in ordcr t) provide | ¥ ‘

.

L '-"‘83"‘ | o
R T S .+ BESTRICTED

| ' .
. . . . LRI




e pa”

neeessitoted by th

ag the Tunich arct
. forces

sizerblce .
iss hui

the Ge
Ariy, iz rosponsc tu

¢ eone with

reach

,{

hed alro

Sninl CL

aate

doversl questions ¢f major Lmpord

"
rHOnY W

an

orgonizaticn in Go

plon become apparcat.

wes claritied to the extent thot it wo
tical supnort, bubt weuld hoTe o Al
™ Jeist Ploanving Staff arnlt

arification cr
ond ‘t:-u Diad et AL
TisSCIY porsani al to el
ARG le ctiving.

o Tor o cords of J it
-

hird Lrm to 2
Tro oeppr
Fohiv uory lti’é.gn hut 2ist

shen iantornretoticon of

i g < ) e 4§

o coniIoril vo O HAGCS I
. - )
w 2ltarcd to

Laliil

guidounco icr Soventh Jorny in

were 1suu Cen 15 Torel 1945,

ieh wors Lot e
o of

initinl sceupcation of tho 3acr ond YRR N A
r""t ir. the otate of Lestmarik bY Sovonth L3Ny 019 Corps of
Prorch Army tnder this plon would rolicvo SLVE Adﬁﬁfi

: recistribution of -forecs ii tac sccond

aticn, Tho Suru

Corne oadgunrters dne

Chief Vol
dircebive cited thw hvrt“bb of bridsing
Seventl and First Froneh lrnics over thoe
oG Lrny pricrity. It ins structcd

VCIT.L
"|
C

ccrps on Lunich. The 1o

moils £

o000

1 3

stric.

couins wnt
\ .

ot of Sy

ronth

icotions ord still leave Soveuth Arny

RESTRICTE

e - .

fiicicut streng ta upon

4
the ncssibility of Vucuuvt ring

withdrouwing from Italy.
sedr hoon
cetive coble of 15 Scatenos r'l,‘

Cad

ones concernd
loarly Gufif:@
Comunico ¥
01l Ho J.w,c»..ulblv for lﬂfls—

rapios

The missicl of scaling
ﬂ tr. l‘l.l..'s.t ﬁhﬁ"\‘c'-\

lpaic

Tives

rosprneivility.

AT aan lz.b, l_-’:vs"r

..,.l s

Aso 1

Lontry
ssist Soventh Army in tic Furnboer
cved  tiiclinsc! Outline
tribution
=T gocurity wostrictions

-)l"’u s I""lubo- ond -.lh“r\-d tO
£ TospLL 10111u" of Corzunicaticns

Group provisiocns for .
aost=1cstilitics nilitcey
includod wos 12th Lriyr
¢ivisions cpd 1 arnorcd
-
Plos was issued
until 25

’,

bolatel

s dclayed

\

kel

]

:‘.1"3/’ L—(,vc fragraes
H l - t

3

D - L4 e
sy was Cesigne

thtvl of 16 biflulr;ao

e~y

.
LEGY

/t-, nehile, ;UWCV of Sovaonth ATIY.
-~t o robhile tosk forco,
& _."'an ')LA.SU'“"]. to
the vieinity of Wouf Srisnclh

Alsy oad ll-..». lu.‘
cod

Plon

ircct ono corns on lurnborg, Ohw

. - Tt . . - -~ ;
izto }¢J’LAV1M—Du,f.uuvu

N

secudy ths

-8, -

nitinlly and to be Lollovoa by fron
s ity
1.2

i
2 by the srmy Groud CﬂL;
couinment te cross buth
mJE;ngquw
Sovonth ATy to bo
cor?s
.corns Uhs to

Yoy
pa]

of

s of 1) lerel 1iq L5 o ai
1'"0 -.‘l\-/') I‘La(l b.‘-7

oo

h trel I~Xke Co -lum..-Cu,

[

divisien

(g

cost haras

(928

L()”vad
tonta

gne amnred Gl

B"(‘

Lu O »SJA-.;-.

.UC.. 1. ut‘

tive ol

Pt

WL

?”Ulc cIro

"': tl C bO'V\,

LTy phosc
v*ll"ec,

tod oo

cusly and cavo
preonred '
;.: ¢ ch

iighly

' 2

_.u:‘n.“""t‘Ul.ll nI'u‘,
ulhich wculd
iy éivcetive

rclieve

-

sne inlootry
ould. eross
soal tho Swiss bordcer

ss tha R."l....o

Y
sl RMine and

HLSTRICTED

T e et o o e e




!

!

| ) ' . " RESTRICTED

the Bleek Forost as for north as Karlsruhe, Other provisions ucre
thot onc arnorcd division ond cnc infantry Civision of First Fronch
Arny should eross the Rhinc on wriy Group wrder bohind the right
Corps of Suventh Lrmy to' oceupy the Korlsrubic-Stuttgert crea and
rclivve Seventh Lrny in Wurttonborg, pernitting Soventh Lry clenents
ts nove ints B-varia.  The nossible ncecssity of ﬁtilizi:g two Freneh

“divisions to occupy tho Saar to rolicve Scventh srmy was also
includcd, o

Speeifie instructions to cover nore dectailed aspcets of the
tTclipsc? Operation woere issued as anncxes to the originel cutlin
plan, doted 5 February 1945, The anncxes were areparced by the staff

ry intercst and coordinated by .G-3 Scetion, -

secticns having princ
4 Revised Outline Plan for Operation theclipsc? was issued by
Hoadquarters 6th srny Group dated 22 spril 1945. This revision
reinteined the annexes in offeet, unless superseded ot that tine,
and roscinded the ilternate Plans provicusly issucd. Suggestions o
roccived frun SHAEF and Corunications Zone ETOUS, designed to ~
clarify ccrtain of the nissions of Corymnicaticns Zonc and the usce '
ard provision of speecialist personncl fur sost-hostilitics furnctions
were incorporatced in the reviscd plan, The outstonding points of
revision were nccossitoted by chongus in 12th 4Arny Group's plan,
12th irmy Group odepted the policy of transferring between arny
Hecdquarters responsibility for crcns and corn.end of troop units \
Jocoted thorcin in corder to cffcet the transition from the operationzl
$o the occupationcl phase while loaving trowds imdlace. It was '
hoped thot noverent:.of troops cnd installotions clrcedy cngoged in o
occumn ticnal dutics would thereby be held to & nizinuri. S

Jse in orgenizotion for occupation of the U, S.
Lrny would be responsible for the

Thec rojer cha:
Zone was that Heodquarters Scveath
Western Militory District which included ~11 the U, S. 4onc cxcept
Bovaria, instocd of the Eastern liilitery District which would be
orgonized by Third irmy Heedquarters, Otacr now conceptions fron
<12th Arny Group plans wiaich were incorporated in the reviscd plan
were the odjustment of lohrkreis boundarics %o conforn to political
subdivisions cnd reconstitution of Wohrkrels crgenization if nccessary
d the German Arncd Forces. To
of nilitary goveririci along thoe.lines of forner
hecdquerters were to bo clininated fron

govermicrt ond ddninistrative

to control, maintein and disban
centrolize contro
Cermnn adninistrotion, corps
the choin of cormand for nilitarg
purposcs as corly s nossibldy

ho 'Zelinsc' plan was very ruch
as anticipatod ond plazncd.’ 4écomjlishm*nt of 21l objcetives in

the disarmemcnt of Gernony ard control of occupicd arcas was not as
corplote and smocth im all cascs &5 aanticipated cnd cxpeeteds It

is belicved that such failure wherc it cccurrcd is not thc foult of
the trcop units involved, but is duc to dack of tinely disscninction
of +hc cxtensive detailed instructions to pernit their being studied

- 85 -
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and u;dcrstood by units preoccupicd with combat oporations and to
the lock of adninistrotive hccdquarters to control the occupationa
forccs in pacr orcas while the higher toetical hoadquarters focuscd

the uttuith: on commleting the defect of the Gernmin Lirmed Forces.

The noed for an administrotive hoadguarters to co:trcl aroas
in rear of the combat armics in the cvent tunt conbat cperctions
T h;l.q bu\.u- for"uuu\.,‘_. I' ’

were corricd cideup inside of Gornony
irquiry SHAET inforncd lendque rtc;s Stn Lrny Crouo

rcshousce to an
» 21 Jopuery 1945 that SIIEF could s:0t furnish o headquarters for

cccupntionnl control of rcor creas of 6th LTy GTOUU such os 12th
Lriy Group A;c in Fiftcenth fLrny. Therefore, in coamplicnec with
SHLEF "Intorim Dircetive for the Occupation of Germony”’ of 13
Jonuary 19z on augmentcd corns hendquartars was requested to
cxecute thu uf cile@ planning and to provide ccordln“tloh in occu-
vaticn of rcer creas in Gormony. 'SOAEF nossage u7uouu aated 11
Februery 1945 indiccted that this.rcqucst'0uulg not be fovorably

censidercd,

oo

The provisions concurnlln spceialist persomncl for post-
hostilities functions which were included 1 the "Iclipsc™ plen

seencd to provide for uaoquut‘ control of the occupation in thosc

practice howover, the static licison staflfs were o

This was duc Tirst to the foilere of higher
ansroved T/0 & B for these staffs in

respects, In
distiret failure.

kendquarters to cuthorize on
sufficiont timo for them to be sclf-s ufficicnt ond perfern their
rrd sceondly, the treining which tiey rbcbivnd

coutvlglhtuﬁ function; nnd
boscd on the carly conccpticn nf’dis:rnanc *t control using a

Wes
‘dual staff orgonismation yith one staff to control Gornen activities

o normcl stoff for tiwc roguler adainistration of loucr troop

‘ond tl
ceholons. - Thus much of the visualizcd cssistonce for conbat units

in controlling the occu)_t1JL of Cbrnn“y uas not available when

rcquired.
The disercpaicics which ocecurrad appear to have rosulted fron
the conflict botwoca oporations rocossity cnd cdninistrative |
plenning, Tio corplexity of nony problons of occupation and the
Locossity for an organization of pemsonncl capable of handling thon
in ordcr to cffoct a simooth tronsitioi fron combat opcratiens to
,oécup:tionﬂl control of arcos was 80 ceinted by tac cdninistrative
plonrers ot thc nigher lovels. . Howsver, in thoeroperationnl vicw, -
cll organlzatiOuu anf. porsciziol ovailable were engaged in the nission
arncd, forees ond COLlC not be sparcd for .
wtil tac 71"141«“I‘V fission

of dofcatis 6 the cuneny &
occupaticncl tro iring or QCtullue aluﬁull
ned becn commlotods Thore cfére, clthouzh ulhbor tc ond dctailcd pleons
2@ policics were adeoted.at the higher levels, time for their
‘comnrclhicnsion us 1ot ovailable to lower cchelons
wore cnded,  Thus the original opcrational plans
Jlidaticn of tho occupmtion coveloped aftor

ustil hostilitics
~1n '1 CCJ”

hogtilitics ccoscle , » . .
. . ' .
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opzraticnal nocessity of maintaining the greatest

The
flecing cnciay Loree t0 Tary
Sing Cn&iay e o prevent orgoniza-

pogsibly prossurs 6 tho

ticn of a coordincted dclfemso roquired cll nvaileble strength thet

sront line uaits couvld muster to cover tho very oxmtundoeld fronts

agsignod thoim, Ths unit froatages and spocd of odvones 4id not
sin

otachint of suitable forecs 0% s disnri

of contrsl of wivilizi DQle”ulC" A ptoRa

iVirE tow: at o rote of nore T

..

F o nelicy were

nlanning Cono during the winte

p-}.s
I
|~
r

t lower ucaulons, licison cnd continulty
for uss culy ot hi lovels in larger contors tu supurv1gu centrol
clcdnistentive mochinery,

U tls circumstances of -hg Cofont cnd cc
Gorneny pricr to collopsc and surrondor little Gormon cdministrotive
sonme instonecs not hove bgen carricd cut ot loucr lovels, tho

and corly spring was available
problomns ned to b developed during t ho troansitionel nericd of

2ol comtrol,

¢fuuuu“tl locking, The stotic lizison stedlf .o . buc ca:tvhalgt;u
wihich would be diss;m1:au;d gelbiginl b
oT Ul slete cecewnution Lo
mechinery rencined, Althcugh details of plans aud policics mey in
s@ictely upon cessation of hos t' ltlvo. Thus sclution of fow
cunsolicaticn of occunations

ny CGroup uscd feadquartors Fiftsenth Amay to control

ord coprdinate the occunztion of crucs o Eormony in recar of tho

arrics which LTS conducting the combnt onurations is o osoluti

s probleil of controlling roor arcas in tho zono of Sta Lrny

T ospocificd 1M cable ¥ D 17245 cated 22 Fobrunry 1545 that
Loy weuld relicve Lt 1"*v Growd of cecu-

crtors ¥ Mftocnth
C. cl TVS)u”S‘blllbl s wost of the Rhine. This clhonge in cree
“”’TJRulbllltlbo would bo clzgctod by successive adjustiaits in

5 bouwndary oS LCCUS5aTY. oadquarters Fiftoonth
ts toke over immedictoly oll ol Cermmny ucst
pission by doodcucrters 12th amny

irtor-arny Goo
Lrpy was not
uf thc jhi:c >

proonth ATy wos cstablishod
7 tek. cver Tirst fron Mirst Arpyy thon cxtend its cron
control behind I tth crd Third Araies cnd firclly to tola over

qoyeonth and First IFrench srnics on thoe seuth flark 1o the Snor
By the timg Pifeoonth Sy WeE ro cv to rolicve Gth

2 - R
a0 whon glvel o
O PN

S ea 1 T B, . 3, e
in the conter of the Dinc.

!wa-apuuj in arcos mest of thd Ruine on 2) ond 27 april 1945
i 1 ;dm;”cgc well beyend its bridvchgad arec ond asd

-
TCo 05

. 1ine of cormuications and zll tac o
t lincg.which cxtunaod Tron ﬁ;uburg cithe .
thc vicinity of the .ustrisi border, '

'TP cﬁﬂt S Tl
Donubo SuUuhNuS

ot
ot F'
<

o political mxttaer

Tae Fronch Lo0G Occupatiocs uns sibircely o
of nogotictions corricd cut ot T mishoot coverimental level.
uf tTho 1 wnclo QU stion haovc ver, ’SQl"iOuSly ~ffeeted

The une *“tylﬂtv

nilitory cpoerc® tio

tlJ“S of tau Jﬂ‘nc:
;

Ci

-+ control of cecunnting, Acting on instruc—
Govorgnent, dreoneh ailitory

torritory iritially*cccupicd by

Provisiona
b yilld ony
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French forecs,
hnd boun copturcd by the fpenel: o

in =211 ticlipsc' plcis oo
sould eontrol tho esters Ldlitary District of the U. S,

Stuttzert, the copital of tho State of urttenburg,
1 hed boen Werluuuly ubul’"“tbg
s the l()C....'blUu Tor the Londquortcers which

S0L0.C

and 27), Lilitery Goveriiont and nrca control ond

.
(5ce Figurcs 26 oud
inistrotion were boscd ol

(=

tio . Gorics adninistrotive i
Tor rodistridution of cceurcti
consclifotion of cuntrol
orr dofirition <f tho notiono
C:nfuronce thet tix Frorel would hove a ad
had been announced,

“ft\,r pid- _nrll 1945 it beccie apperent thot our for

roach tho Lustro-German fronticr
Res: )u_‘s113111‘cv Tor ceveloning the pslicic
sccupation of Austric hod boon assignod to LT

)
oG o

thot croa i ceeordilicl uith SHAZ

tup.t 1..) {u.__:l‘
into “u.;trlv cnd oceupy
.;zut jwdificd to necd

of the oceupation of Geriony werc
zonos once tho docision of the ¥nlsn
o actional zone of oceupoticz

c

fore.s woulld continuc pursuit of flceing Gernon ror

f -

L2

(ﬁ

nolicics sonct! t
to Militory goveriont. Hoodquartors S Ty Grou) wos
to coordincte tho implenentotion with 159t Loy Go .

were r“cucstod fron AFIR., Disnruanont snch.llut )Vr"
ontrolling hozdaus artors could ot bo Il
corly o L'~sus of th occupativz of sustric. I offoet, th
operation wes C- rricd ceross the fronticr into the arces

s TF forces, ond os suclh the cceupation

“

e

\

contrel superimposcd upown cnd following
cad control channels.  The whicle schonwe
1 forcos cnd organization ond

acpendent
VN

cs night

~heed of forccs widor LA,
coizotion of thoe
It wos agreed

R,
monts

'dclipse!

£ ths locol situntiom i rishect

L8imeted

Cipae, 17 G_;j tCFJ“"‘

R B
il &

~dce avcilablc by J.FLI; i the

Telipoo!

i .u.u..)tr]_:\_

of Austric

uccu)lua b"" the Sl
sroseated no uinguo conditions cxcoupt thrt the bull of tiaw forces
surroadercd by Gernon [frmy Groupd G werce loec tw in-lustria,
/
™
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National Zones of Occupation in Germany and R ‘
Organization of U.S. Zone Under "Eclipse' Plan. y O
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CILPTER THIRTELN

T OF ARTILLERY AIMVUL ITION SUPPLY

,

EFFEC

1l, Gencral,

1l&b111ty of artillery crrmnition 3l°ys o deeisive rwlé in

o The &
bturﬂl“lug what oncrations can be undertaken. During the operations
< 4
of 6th Army Group, the lock of an ndequate cmnunition sunply hed an
-t - Cods N

immortant cffcet on the operations. that werce uidertaken. The “nouut
thot con be exponded in any givcn opcration is 61rcctly
dependent on futurc rosundly possibilitics. 4 ficld cawnader
cannot cxpend the crmunition on hond to the bost advontoge unless he
is sssured of an adequatc and tinely resupply. This chapter will
discuss in dotail the offcet of the ariunition sunnly situction on

thes opcraticns undertalon by 5th Arny Groupd.
' u

of crywnition

2. D-Day to 30 Saptcmbor 1944.

Tho ertillery cmunition for this phnsc of tho opirations was sét
on y wos phoscd into Scuthorn Frazmec through
ol

up in the "Dra goozn" plan ane
the boochhoads nnd the 30rts in cecordonee wita thu‘ant101p“tcd' -
n list, s

ruou1rv“u“ts~anuvtn~ izercosc in the
e, To provide this supnly the rescurces, ‘“clu@lng rcscrves, of
?
170 were Civided on o gun list bosis botwoon the Fifth .rrne ond
by e

f

tho Drogocn troop list. ‘
b. uﬂ”u“lthL rcqvlgltlons for the Drogoon oncration were clso -
Sloecd in the United St tes for log ding in-ships to be discharged

in Southcrn Froncc.

O

Y The arounts ¢of erﬁmnitiuL 7lhhh06 for the carly PhCSOS of the
utlo;. were adequate.

C
—
c)

dvancc of tho trUOﬁs inland nndo o difficult trans-

d, The ropid o
cnd the troops did not reecive 2ll of tho

ortation v“oblc.

o
ampmnition thot théy mlght hﬂVu uscc.,

S DU‘l“o the - l“tter helf of Sootuﬂocr, resistance stiffencd
= wereased deniend for artillery cmmunition, so thot

'«.L..Sll‘lb ol lA
the tonmcge of cmmunition recching the front-linc units wns

barely su1¢101uLt to support the pressure it woes desircd to
reintoin agoinst the cneny. Fo cxunitien toninge wes ‘availeblo
to. crcate stocks ir the forw ard

CrClS,

I Prior to 15 °°7t”“b°r l *4! Soveith irny wes in Cu;uﬁﬂ& of the |
entire oporation including Fronmeh uzits, th artillery officer o]
1led the “llocbtio ‘of armundtion botween

" of the Scveath LTIy contrd
When . du:dgu\rtcrg Gth- Arny Group nssuncd

U. S. ol d. Fl‘ul'cl’l 'tI‘uO /u.’ ,;,
I ;k . !l
N ) " . : !
T US B . ) p

; Sy : i
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cunnuﬂd, it 1rqu§1“tv1y beceanic neecssary to alloca.o‘rrtillcry
arrunition botwecn the Scventh Lrmy and First Frenel Afmy in
order to insurc on cquitable distribution of combat resourccs
ard to faeilitate orderly transportation crroagonents, ut‘tﬁi"
+ince thce Line cof Corrmniecctions cxtondecd from the Scuthern i
- TFronch nort of imrscille cnd the becches cast of Toulon to the

foothills of the Vbsgus L unt“lns,'a dista:ca of 425 to 500 nilecs '

e allceate cmnunitio“ it is nccessary to know:

(1) vhot quamtitics are inncdiately availabl'c'.

(2) that the rvsuavly rete will bo for soveral nonths in o
the futurc. . : o » O

~ - (3) The oocrhtioxs, currcnt and future, that arc plag;od

) and (2) was not dvoileble in lnto L
i:convlutc firisg rceords cof rrc;ch units
* ’

iy

incxiplsto Luul and

Conjlctu information (l

Septenber 1944, ‘duc to
ircorplote ship unloadi ing rccords and

issue reccriSe .- .

o .

The "llOC"thE.Of urtillury crrniition for the period 26 ‘1

October wucs bascd on the best information at \
artillery crmuzition, These date were
Lrtillery Officcr Scventh Lrny. It included all L

in tho SPts and back to tho southera ports:

o ports. Positive assurcticecs

could not be obtoined from the supply © gu“01cs cs to whether it

could o1l be unlecded fron the shins in timo. Tho. following
cporatios into account: : : R .

14. ’
“Septenber to 15
hand on aveilable
furnished by the
artillory crmunition
~nd gore of it im ships in $he

nal fuCturS vieTe tm;pn ‘
(1) ‘Lﬁssio of Sth ATny Group. To nnintain ccastant
nressurc on the ¢ ~“cay.

swentl irny ond First Ff;‘C' X
a el Arnm
nd the relotive difficultics o%u Y

were cquel in importance
two wyro 07“31ucru6 to be ecquale

res1stu“cg fu01hg the

(3) ﬂuturc 31 NS for crosslng the' Rnlnc cnd orcac&iLu the |

Dlvgfrlbd Ll&-Co . L

The rosult wes as follcws-
;'(l) Uso of sane roté: ﬂuT»G n por day in COnﬁutiﬁs qu"ﬂtitiésf
for cach ATISY. uhdltlu“~l guns urrivi,- urlrg the period =

, wcrp CJ“SILCTOh.u

(2) ‘“ltluuu“ o gun doy ratc wos used in computing the
ls only were furr ishyé to, thu Lrnics

quantitics, the totels o S
-9 - . R :
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period 150

" Force on the Fral
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(3) irny cormanders were instructed that they nust create

their own reoscrves and build up armmnition stocks for

futurc cporatibns frorn the ellocations,
¢

i, Bocause the cxpenditurc during the first nonth of the opera-
Tion had becr luss thon antieipoted, the gun day rates used in
caleulating tho cllceation Tor period 26 September to 15 Octobor

were the highest over possiblcfbr the 105 nn How and 155 nn How,
Thgy were: : .

Ty20 . 1 Ris/g/dzy

105 rn: How ' - &
155 nn Hew ‘ o 43 ' L
155 .mn Gun : 23

" How : 11

j. hen this allocation wos published, the supply cgencics
stoted thet nure amnunition had boen cllocated than was available,
Howcver, the supply cguicics were unablq to fur;ish any definite
figurcs on available cmnunition so tho ¢&llocation stood.

Poriod 1 October 1944 to 11 Novembor 1944.

~
—

Irmcdictcely aftoer cnnouncing-tho cllocation for the pcriod
26 Scptenber 1944 to 15 October 1944, tho supply cgeneics were
~sked for nore corploto ard detailed data en arrmnition .o
Lbout 10 Octeber it beeare apparent that no data
would be forthcening in tinme to compute the allocation for the
noxt pericd. The Artillery Scetion, G-3, undcrtook a hurried

h of 2ll cveilable firing rccords, ASP
reports and shinloedirg deto . ond by 14 October hed arrived ot
an approximotion of tho ancunt of amuniticn still duc bth frny
Group under thé cllocations mde to Dranoon Foreos by NATOUS..
Thig informction was uscd in moking on alleeztion for the
ctuber to 31 Octobere In making this cllocation the
nissions and difficultics of thc two arnics were considercd to
bs cqual, therefore, cqual gux ¢oy rates wore used in computing
the allocations for both drmics and for the First iirbornc Task
nec-Italion border. .

b, buring carly October studies of the artillery crnunition
Toquircnonts fur crossing the Rhine and breacching tho Sicgfried
Line were comploted. Izformotion wes Turaished to SOS NALTOUSA
that it wos anticipated, that, at s:no neriod during Novenboer

' nd thirty deys >f supply of cumuaition,

“Gth srmy Greup would oxpe
(Sce KTO D of S Colunn 2 Toblo 4)

mo dcy of supply . v
period of ton doys. This information was furiished in

during &

order to pernit the sunply agcncios‘to,tako the neecessary cetion
to. insurc that the arrunition would be available, and that the
expenditurCS during the ton 2oy perdcd would zet create @
critical crmunition shortage immediately thercaftér..

at,the.i

b ™)
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o the leotter poart of th(, nonth deadquartors LTOUSA
cota o the standing of the Hth irny
Crou) ".-'.rb-* rospoct to mimut ltlu“ clloeated to Dr:‘(pm forces
by 503, IATOUSL, nlss on tho cxpoeted arrivals of cruamition

s Cota mode 1t possible to m W adjustucnts

Ce DU.I‘l
Lves fl__k 11y previdsd

FIRERVaN

;rur‘ tLu U, 5, These A0 IE
Juring, the ellceation Horind 1 to 10 Lgvembor. Aonin the nisgions
c":ifi’icultlcs of the fomics were counsidered cqual and cquel
dey rotes wore US»m. ir cumputing tio nllceaticis.  The gun

ae rates Asseronscl boeouse Tho oX] yeetod rorusition arrivols
for I.vembur were 1o su¢¢101\,_*t in some calibers, and olso it was
1oCLssary o ospronl STl P tho quantitics Arrl vi 4{n Getabor

Jva inty L.oveil DCT e

O'-i the 20th Oetober, o noting wes 151¢ by the Jlrtillery

Co
SMCL]. Tll, “3, pith renre srtatives of the .._u‘y s Ul.a.ls.,"'\" Ol.LlCJ -
an@ Ordnoncc officcrs nnd.tho ;J‘LlU“ltiJ-. OfTicer 1MOUS. LEAVARCo.
councorning the u;,-utw. ,.;_L

Lt this meoting cotoils wore settled ¢
~-@ countrolling vhe oIk ul_*tlc:. availoble to the SthoLam

“allceating ont
Cy " e

Croun.  Lho systen ir. bricf conmsistod of the following:

to i‘ur;:is.'j; incly informntios to

ghe ~veilable mimmniticss, to

crenitd s mreivio Jurisg the

. \
(1) The su))lj aguncivs
i’?\_p\ccu"”bulu \}t,. .~I‘..J ‘_JI' 0y

~olude ¢ urirmed quy titics of
pomtl oot osti "tu(. i‘i;un.,' £ » ~eusition nrrivals during

JIU MO PR
:olxc succcoling tw
(2) The .roy Crcun to cstoblish its "l]:f.»c:*.ti':::s o8 erefits
Fop tho voaricus Lrnics ard forcos uit:: deadquartors 1TOUSLA
avarcs, COILD, ¢ T BLOZ.  Thosc crodits to roinin
peetil o C IOV 03 the ATy wr foreo o1 eoseclled by
qurrtors oth Lrny Groude - ,

weos to enll forward to oir o 1t1‘,“_ .

3) - itho imiles OF o
L gh. Lrmy creas 08 r\,qulrw‘.

'
s 6th Army Groun to ustcblh L ewy other rostric-

jons or speeicl srovisions regerding the cipley-.
¥ r-tructlo,. ts tho ‘.L‘.:.W. :

{4) muodguerte

ticns, 11-*1tht

rm-t f _.Aulua.-ltlbl by in

Octo b“- 1'L bL,C e SDT ) phat iv we U.l\_ bu “uee casn Ty
y gyoe within the Tospl ctive culibews
LrenoT \1,1, ivbution of prg,u.]\,cu;lj_b tyos,

L

fL “ote.
,CU.Cu fad wmcLs no lC-l‘StI‘lb 5ida
LV\qs—S__lﬁ N-t SN rt;culu tyos WCTU ndu
for the )ul‘lfu_ 1 to lO v 1S ..

Ce _lJUIl.L.kJ

i 7.1025:@ shiznents sut of the
. LAjustinzivs for
in the 2lloentions

[T
DCINCOSGL G

Smfcﬁtl o eanmeity i
e ol vl ol 1 vw u--u in ordor

e

- . ORI 6 < B \,(, ")‘..-
bL.llL -ud i‘ ﬂn.‘v--;tlc': for the cfferuivo
ForDOTe LG X at ubiel $ho Lecosshry
L} o .
X .
- G2 -

. RESTRICTED

C e ey oottt




" ernunition cuuld be cccurnulated in

b, It is well to acte ot

RESTRICTED

the forwoard crcas cdeternined.
the datc when this nejor coordincted ~ttack ccould be.lauached,
flthough ccnstont sressurc cpninst the Gerion Forces was’ belng
nointained, cxpenditurss wore hcld to the nininen during this
sericd inm erder to oxpodite the cpptwiitizn build-up,

sdquarters Bth Lrir Group held o truo

+ c\

gone srnll quantitiess<ef =uinciti-on wero
<ot ollcented, but thesc weIre IT sarfel o5 heloos azninst innceura-
cius ir cvnilability fiCurcs. The ercaticn of nn Sy Group

Rocorve ot this tiic wos irpracticsble buenumse s

& During this noriod
roserve i miwciticia

v o ‘
© (1) 411 zvailable tLnmlie cut of 8. uthors Dorts was
allceoted to tho Lridces to build up supplics fuor curren
and irmedicte future nccds. ) '

2) .Jroics were being supplied ut of tho Southern Ports

ud o Comrmusicotion Zonc Scetion stoclks had yot - -becn built
un in the forward 2rocts. No tomége ceould yet be spored ‘
c

for building such forwerd CuipS.

(SN

o Arny CGroup could culy have been
the Southwer: Ports ond with o rail travel tine of
s to tho Lrnmics it would have beon unwicldy to

hold i
7 - 10 ca
segrogoto an arny Group RosCrvo.

(3) sxy rescrve hold by th

(4) 4 backleg of unloaded comunition shins ot this tinc
i offcet provided o roserves '

12 Noﬁcmbur to 15 Doeulibir ‘1944;.4_ :

a., At tho boginming of'thispcriod crrunition had been built
up in forword oroas sernitting tho cuncling of the cecordinnted
offonaive plomnct for ‘ic~IlverboTe T stort this battle ”
crmunition as follows, kT niceo, wos cveil-ble to tlo Arnmics.

Ty o nounds Per Picce  Rounds Por Picce
—_ Mrst Proncel Joeny

Seventh LTy

o jommEw o 1526 1175
155ma How ) o e
155 Gun . <20 S o
Gir .IIow 4200 B 715 | R
511 of this cmouniticnshed rct yut reached the ff::rw:*.rc“_lf arco -
but it wos nw ocgsible. to nove the balonec forunrd joy the tinme
it would be rcquircd. -
soint thot up until the reecipt .
LR licssage W 50633.011 comunition P
expenditure nlonring had becn Oh the assuntion t'zm.‘g ‘.th;'; ‘.‘.’;r \

: - 93 ;-'

this:
- N~ ~ a-l ~ 3 ,—;f
of the poraphrasc o

.
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. reducticns in ¢z

Generals Bull &
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was concble of supporting the operation with o der.

TDepartnent
Department approved MTO <oy of Supply per weapsi, Scc Column

(2) in Tablec 4., The suthorized leovel of armunition for MTO was
75 cays of supply. Supsly cgencics roquisitioncd on this
basis cltlcugh generclly the stockese cetunlly on the ground
in the theater did nct reach this cnicunt.  This was due to
geleys causcd by the nothed of subnitting and editing rcequisi-
tions., The result wes, tint pert of the 75 days of supply wos
goenerally afloct. /bout this tipme this situation was rolicved
sonowict by pernitting the supply services to requisition on
anticipoted consumption, crd.thus £ill tuc water part of the ‘
pipe-linc. =

c. On 11 liovember o parapircsc of AGIR Message WX 53533 wes
roccived. This ncsscge indicoted that beginning in January the
~prunition support available fron tho .or Departrnent wvould be
consicerably less thon the ETO or the MTO doy of supily, ,
particulerly in the 105mn How cnd the l-j-’j.r.u-‘.x' iow, which coustitute
the bulk of the artillery suppai‘t. ‘This nessage was received
first with incrccdulity cnd tlen with cnozenent, The Arnies

of 6th rny Group kol just boen reinforcs cIll VISTC W

fully deploycd proporgd to strike powerful blows ot the cneiny.
The ovoilable rosunply wredicted for the first four nonths of
1545 as compered to tho BTO and MIO ¢oys of supply is tabulated

'

. os follows:

Resupply potentia

Type ~ ITO Doy © LITO Dzy
avercge 1 Jon tQ

of Supply.  cf Supply
’ ‘ . o 30 April. '
. e — : :

105mn How 40 , 50 , Lo
155 How 25 35 15.
155m CGun - 25 ‘ 30 15

Ot How - 20 | 25 - 15

240rm How 7 - 15 : Hed:

: | | / - 11,0% |

8+ cun ‘ 15 15 ‘ 1w
*5,5 for Jopuary, ‘Fobruary, 11,0 liarch, April.

T4 con be scex frum the above that the possible nrtillery
support would bo groatly rcduced under thesc resupnly rates.
Retuctions crouwnteod to L4% Tor the 10Dm1 How, H7% for thc 1HHrm

; N . e e - R
How ard 50% for the 15H5mi Gun. The ¢ffeetol thesc drastic
croeeted clnunition supoly had a trenendous
cffect cn the planning of ¢perationse '
a, On 23 LKovenbor lMeojor “General Bu}l, G-3 SHAEF cnd hajor
Ecnerci Cley, visited IIoclguarters S sroy Group to confer o
the implications of the drostic

an

211y reduccd -crmuniticn resunply.
shed with o stuldy, Ikclguarters

199

cnd Clay were furanisicd

14

%




&, It now appearc
1
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gt; Lrey Crcup, coiwwrditioc. Consumption and Requireri: ts Lo ~lyaisH
1t 27 1 wenber 1%44.. This stuy is Til.7 io thvnfgcu;hff A
?iﬂL;.v T, coofurcree el with Gerernls Bull on? Clay JV' At a0
by Wl Ly droun C i op, CLily T Stafy o bl “uulagf_f 6i7“EK
i ~o 7 e, ~8 oll ns interoisted s;wcitl st"ff ;SUTC:ILL~
Tho Toll :._;_is gu.bul 11""- Cmre e 2 P othe
neu )ul-._ coo et "l...u..u-.t.; . 11-51sn. .

Artillery canunition, 11..~¢ othar coubot
t1, nrgﬂltu ¢, scuhe ond timing

72, Discussicni.
L
t noarrunitios

TeSUUrCES, dircetly cffcets
uf coperotions that can bo conductot,
'Su7ﬁlle ars short it hns the offoct of ing it AOt'
ssesible to crploy o1l the trocds sirultricously in an
Tt restricts the timing of op.raticns
boeause crmunition rust be C cccunulated to‘launcb o omjor
I+ roduces thy possibilily of tolking adventone
cimyts ¢ 1swvg1t10rs. It hos an
L troons ond coincndcrst,

ozlvﬁs1vb rolo,

acticr,
of wecknesses in tho en
undesiroble psychologicnl offcet on

a4 that the cmuoitic: supdly for the aext six
of tho quontitics whica had clrocly becn

wat to the Southorn DOTEs in lovenber ond
u¢UkLtyﬂ s extrencly savaser resupply s
i~ Departnont for tho firs?t Tour o af
setion rofercnee is ande to tho llnu Dlottoa
tqv attachod cxpeaditure charts ‘

ronths cuA51st >
comaitted to 8
Ducoﬂbor, onc
yradicted by T
'lJL"_). I:» this coanlc
~t the oporopricte level on "
morison of P supsly rotes drcdiéﬁo@ by the War
Departoent with cetual uxgugtlturuu- This linc is 1Mrkco on
the chort by (1), (2) cnd (3). Tho &nnu vition had boon
hmulCl)”tl,D of the ilnine crossing 351 boercus

of Gth Aroy Groud wes scheluled to

J‘ (+ ‘;

ghoping the col

rcquisitioLcC in

the inercasch U

"”fqu in lote ovvub* ~s¢. Decorber,  This ruwunted 0

acroble guantitics o oppunition. It wes ncw Hlain thot
constituted the only leoﬂu*vu civmuition

would bo availabls to Otl Lrity Groud Tor many
Infornotion on the reduccd future r.tos ol

supnly wos pr‘ls“‘ﬂ to tae Lrtillory OlLlCui, ouveati LTy,

cr o cbout 12 - Teveitber, This infor: ction vs Turcisiacd only
in gercral terns to tho Fl"“t TFroneh uAuy ot tlis tinc.

C T ’1ﬁ
this L$LJL¢1th‘

L
2¥a)
L

TE3LUTCES the
pmentils to Coie

'

) ot1 Lrry Croup lous ched its major offonsive o 15 Lioveaber
lc%“' hon Bewentlh .oy bean tho atte ¢k, sxapenditurcs roached
cut Sevonth HTRY for thres to five “nys. ofter

o high lqul tlurousas
- wos broken ang the cxoloitotion initinted, cﬂvchditurcs
cJ;51our"nlv Cihe Artillery Officor of Soventh Iy
comtrol over artillovy ormus ition wlthl £he
thot bhe Tight cad pursuit

&

arupput
excreiscd rigic
Lrny becouse 1t uas anticinoted

would contbinue, ond, that, weon ronchins the Sicgfricd Dine and
£l Rhing, artillery ¢ mitics iz loroe Qo tities would ba /
required to oernit frediote attock o verd e these obstnclos, |

95 - ) ; »
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v the First Froneh .rny, which storted its attock -n Ly
cﬁbcr Sag, cxpentiturcs irmedictely roceihc’ o aish senlc
siavcl ot o very high rote long arfter tic progress of
rouss hod stooped. Lovish crpenciture cn thoe port of
Froaeh Ly continued uncbotol until 21 Noverber 1944
hen it lJl”C—-v-‘.J\.- o1y slichtly. .t this neint it beenuw
< the First Fremen Jriy thct 211 sveilablo

sory tu infori
that coull be sud )ll\“. to it Lor currcat onorations

~ilnble, ond thot it was £ot Dossible to supnort
H o ltu_L TS e By I?-U 1\: 2V vl.-L)\,'J. l'JL',.,; N i‘t bc CIUG
ncecssary to furnish Suilc ~dcitionnl crinniticn to the First

Troneh crey fron tho pnoager resorves hell by Hocdiuarters Gtk :
LIy GpouD. It cls: wos L.CCo 888y o oninlke consilerohle qurrtitios

~

of crpwnition svoilably to First Freneh Jary toot cunstituted
nart of tho Deeciber supdly. Hanufu houatil 1 Deeerber 1544
orsunitics was ollo c**o" t tho First TFreich Loy for speeific
caepaticns culy in ' - wont crmecssive conswintion Tron
Jostroying thc A7 Bt Lruy Croun as o wanlo,

Durine oarly D‘ clf Seventh irny tonard

Y.

Lo i '

The north was nig it wos aleaned to forec
ond tlmn cress Bl Raino, lthoush 3overnth

the Siegfried Ll“C and
LTI Sﬁll 1 hed considerable quantitics of comwnition nv,ll ble
to it, it wos ~llocnted o nojor shnre of the rumunition.  ilewover,
*”'Sp l"r' Cub“tlul'" woere hold unler contrel of -C’fquu;bpro
G Lrmy Group until relonsad For spceific opowvations. * This was
het T“ﬂlt”ﬁ tv it 21l the

ho to imsurc tant Sogonth Lroy ho
i vo into the. forword orees.

aen
cppwaiticn thot it could D8
ol toblished any smmunition
Sit wos ipcunmbent thnt

9]
&3]
[
T
3
:
c

1

i Coimunications 7Zonc .

h
;tﬂ koges in bic ferwerd o H thc :
the fraics have u“)lu erodits in crler to insure tincly mwvenent
o the comnaition T Spuard. Loolysis of the crmunition )f°lu102‘
Lf St LTy Gpcun cs of lO Doceibur yuvi?lcg timt, provited
Ii'st Froreh iy wes resd in o Jofensive ol qlgﬁg Ll Riinc,
7 artillery cnpuniticn would be ovnil-

cicnt light cnd mod ) it
nb1~ to sunport o cvﬂtinu":cc of tho Soventh arr

of the Sicofricd Lin ¢ ond

snotraticn

AL
(ORI P

Ve
atitics
al

. 2 P LB TV T .
the erossing 0 too Raine

L - : °
towcrd Dosscl.  For t;c noovy ortillery, the Jdesived qu
[P s o= o e G
o7 empunition yould ot be cweileble and uader tho prelicte

v cvor b s""ll”Olu, C: ucntly oy socra-

rosuHLY rotes would nc 2. C 1cd R
v Jicnny of victc -l\a-’v.\,’

tio

1""‘\: ad

R

criol thc actunl cupenti-~

‘B\rwf;rtiknw

)valuuu Two ooricds boeousce
Tombor ol bocausc tf higa

A e YA
sber 1944 to 1o Jonuory 195
=2 monotrated tho Trocco~Gornns
uos nelting cxeollont pEosres

"*t 1leory crruniticn “VCllaolC
™

.

,u..u.) J. 1?__‘_[C ‘Ir—_D

i
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~to t-..v R,.Ll--(.,, cross. 4l

ey 'of supsly for cach wogpon &nG

COLZ iTH anc

friciont to w)nti:-?.uo the )L:’.C‘tI"‘tlb.-, closc

and Cofend o bridgehoad, Tho Gormon

“rdor;_cg countorstfonsive uszsct oherations, Scventh lrny
scc*’\rs fron

celinned to the 1oft, taking over 13“1:; c:ar')f'

uuvc__t,- LTy Tas su

sid
Third Ly, thorehby woaleaning its Lr,-.t nd shelving tomperarily
ST
Teo first Fronch Jony lin C crehed the Rhine
ne,

its wffcrnsive,

sxeunt for the Coliar Poelot,

squertors 5th Srny Group wore enllod

b Re')rﬂscntat'"“ of Moot

To SIVER for o mecting cn 20 D\,c nbor 194, ot vhich tinc it

wes cnnouncod tl:::t gL EF was assuning control of 2ll cmaunition
rogources in Francc os of 1 Docorber 1,4,4 Wote that this wes

raing in u”'*ly Doeciber and the finnl
ters Hth Jrny Groun could
censider thot ¢ ll -rtlllvry crpwmition cening into southewn Dot
wo reilable to Lgh Jrmy Croup, SIWIT in agsuning con trul

sropuscd to cxorelsc tlns contrrl by cstoblis
son and coertain rescrves Do Wea)on. !

rotrocetive. Until the wer

p v N N -
neticn tolen by .,)'a“_'.r_:.ﬂ-' Honlquer

S

"I [ - ~
i "‘_'-: o-nintenonce

day of supnly wes in ro 2lity the z*“ll_.blu Cay

This ncintenonce C2j
nf supply for each weapon. Tmis mointeuncnes Joy 01. svnly m.o'
enleuloted by considering cs oval ilablé all stccls qr
S0LOC and the cxpectod fusurc sunllus frum tho

Aftor Jdeternining the denloviwnt

.|

United ©to o8 to 1 I‘-ffil?r’ 154J-
list, tzo ov vlc ~rrmniticn wos prorcted for the

WCapons
soriod 1 JJL,CwlO\,f l9q.4 to 1 ¥ey l9z+) 1nt\) tuo catcgorics:

(1) A ton lay rosorve for cech h.r'wth~ tc bo COu'tI‘Ollvu by

S-,-L»-{:t'r"! .

ol ul e o . .

(2) 4 ceily supdly for coch WeoDOile
Thosc rL tos werc soncwint botter thon the resupply predicticns
shown in the AGIR cable | WA )w333 discussel in para 4 ¢ obove.
This w:zs cue to sproading out « £ the existing stocks i tho theatcr
varticularly” the gtocks in SOLOG imicl hed brlonmged %o 6tk Arny

o qu“"titlus nale.availeblo by the iar

~nd gone alliticng

Group, G-
rogult of Gunercal Bullts visit, on the SUbjoct,

Depertmncnt &8 &

_to "‘_‘Sul—i,:‘,to ir loto Loveroer 1544e. RVQI‘\J.)C:lt..tlvo of Thoode

quarters Sth “r“J Croup roecived this infornnticn on 20 December
\ ~nd werc told that the informeticn wos srelininary,

in PC..ris [ L
cnd thet no writton enfirnetion would be mode for t the tins boing.
s of tilu-“:c‘:ly aruugg wvere Cesincd os to:

The e scorpicndation :
too lorge or too uxnllc

(1) 1Is thc; .ngatur rusur

(2) ias the -"-A,L.uo; rusorve beoci built up too Tost?

uuchﬂ other o cmrlu"c ’“13107“‘ as tihe ;.r.Ly l-mu as desire

(3) Sush obho 0

to rcke.
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. RESTRICTED -
" Meking the assumption of control retrocctive to 1 Decenber
1944 pleced the‘Sth Lrry Group in the position of already hoving
overdrown its shore of gyrunition for Decenber. Headquarters bth
Lrny Greup had allocoted arrunition to the Lrmies for Decerber
and this crmunition hod been lergely consuned,  The uncxpended:
clances were required to execute the. cssigned nissions, In
resoense. to the informal request for recormondaticns Hcaaquarturs'Am 2
6t Srmy Group concurred in the general schene with cxecptions
~in substance os follows: P . AR '

LT

v(l) The bulk of Ihoatcr reserve should be leld at Arny -

" Greup level. - : o ,

(2) Creation of Theater reserve was too abrupt, causing
innecossary dislocation in toetical and crrmunition plans,

- (3) Keeping computaticn of rotes in wiacle numbers of rounds
- resulted in the reserves being consicdercbly in cxecss of
~ten . GaySe o , R : ,

(4) - Heclquarters 6th arnmy Group hal allocated cnd largely
cxpended Deconber arrunition. It would be placed in the
sosition of being overdrown on its shere initially, The '
aifference wos requested fron the propcscd SILEF rescrve

" as an imrediate alloeation to prevent 6th Jrny Group fron
‘being overlrown on 1 Jonuery 1945. ) -

“

N

)

C. The request for 2 specicl allceation fron the proposed SH/EF

Trrunition Reserve wos not ‘grantod. SIVEF sclected encther -
solution.  The calculctions were revised end the systen put into
offect as of 1 Jonulry 1945 rother then as of 1 Deccnber 1944.
- The reviscd rcotes wero aprncunced in SIWEF licssage S-73227, 31 - -
‘Deeerber. 1944 which nlaced thc.systcnkin~cffoct. Tho plen was in
substance as follows: S L : , o
(1) A neaintencnec Cay of supply for cach weapon in the
. mhooter. This nointenonce Co¥ of supply is gererally
poforrod to as the SILIF raintenapec rate, This roto is

" »plotted on the cxpenditurc charts ot the ond of this chopter

" and norked SHLIF roto. (scc Teble 1)e - I

(2) ./, SHAEF arrunition rescrve of scvcn'days of ririnteaonce
sunnly for cach weopon in thc Theater wos cstablished, \
: (j)rlﬁ rCeserve of{27‘m$intcnancé days of supply for cach
“weonon. in the srny Groups. . This 27 cnys of supply was to bo
'ccn%rollcd by ‘the LTay Grogps ;nc to PrOViCO,?ﬁﬁ'nccossary.i<

© ATy TCSCIVCS o

’

.

£ supply hed been cerputcd by taking

- Tne nointenance Coy ol ;

=L A e oy e =8

“4inte cccount oll Tl gmnunltlon}lg.urmy “SP'S.“S'jf'Bl Decerber,
3 L L. ) ° . 8 . » o '\ . x‘) ‘ - ‘
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2]l cmounition in Com"vm:icatiar Zone and 30L0C instcollations
and the expectsd resuphly fron the .or Du nartront, The § Lgb_u
meintenance doy of sunply, i“‘“ the nost eritically short tyocs,

as anrcuncsd 1 January 1545 was ns foullows:
L\:S/:i.).1
5’7nf' Guz, HE ’ 0.7
L lowter Lt. i 5,0
1033,.1 THow nrd MY, 25.0
105z Tow (Te..:’.:) , HE SRS
158 dow HE =~ 19.5
lBgl.m Cuou I8 15.0
2" How 1T . s 5.5
Ot Cun Il 11.9
p)

240rn How R

AN
3
.

ot of this systen iz cffcet recopturcd all
crmunition in Sy [i5Pts ond node an cqual redistribution on a

weape basise Tho usto blls.u\, b oof the BIZAET anintonecncoe doy

of supnply bod the offeet of oroviding o guorantood rate of

wrnitic resupoly to the Jrry Groups. hilc the .rotes were
r_ot as high os were dousired, they were botter than the resunnly
Totes predicted by the Ter Do sertnont in Lisverber, This syston
orovicded o defTinite assurcicce of whot tl:o cry 1t1¢:: supnly
would bo frad 1 Jenuary to 1 May, ond prov:.duu o' sound basis
for armuniticn cxponditure »lanniang :

P

1

¢, Prior to the roceint of the mossc,;o cstoblishing the SILER

Tote it had bucon uceossory Jurirg the lost fow doys of Uocunber
to nolke the cmmuvitic: ollceatis: for the poricd of 1 40 10

o

Tamuary. This hed bocn deme based tinothe nointciomee dny of
(a3

supply furnished to Hooldquertdrs 61;;1 Arny Groupiat the”

cunfercence v 20 Decomber i Paris. Zgual gus doy rotes wore
uscd in moking the allecation o both srmics. Adjustiwnts wore
nede Tor the smnll Ziffcrcnecs in rotos in tho ol
period 21 - 31 Joouery 1945. ‘

f. In orlor to noke on adjustient in the ceredits which hod boon
cstcblished with DOLOC it was nocecessa y to detornine thoe anount
of crmunition in tix Lary L3Pts ot in tronsit to tho Ariy LSP's

as of the closc of businsss 31 Do cvnbvr. f~osc drta wore oven—

“tually collvcthL f*r.. coroct tJ by the resrcscatatives of the .
 Arnics ¢nd SO0LOC ~nd Vel justients were nede in tn; :_'-m.w.:zitlca._,

crodit Sb““f ing ¢f tzz\; Lrmics cffcetive as of ths closc cof
busincss at SOLOC's dumps 31 Doccibbor. - While this wos largely
o poper tronsaction, it was r.\;cwsarj iz order to estoblish
¢ofinitely ond boyord crguncrt the Smunition stancing of the
Lroics and of Ggh froy Groud, o R

- 99 -
Y

LE3TRICTZD

e . ey o —




o . 12

ge. ith respect to’thg distribution of the 27 days of mﬂ“n—,
Tenance supnly comstituting the Army Group Rescrve the following -
wes deciced, Twelve nmointenance doys of supnly for the weopon :
of ezeh Amy ‘or Force were stocked in the Lrny ASPs. 1 the

cose of Seveath arny cnd the 44th Brigode (Franco—Italian”Bordcr),
this cormmuniticn was relcascd to the cormanders os their contin-
gency reserve, In the case of First French Lrny, the 12 mointe-
narce days were stocked in First Froneh Lrny iSPs but coantrol

of the crmunition remcined with Commording Ceneral, 6th Arny

- Group. o o

h, On 20 Deccmber, 6th Army Group was definitely nleoecd on the
Ebfcnsivc and troop distributions were adjustct in depth ' ‘
accordingly, This called for rcducticns in the stucks of
armunition in the fcrward—areas.\ The relocoticn of crrmunition
stocks was carricd out by the irnics under instructiocns issued
by Headquartérs 6th Army Group. :

i, On 1 Janucry the Gernmorms lounched o ‘counteroffonsive in the
‘Vicinity of the iHnrdt Mountains. Expenditurcs by Scventh Arny
irmediately rcoched high loyels and during the first 15 deys

of Jonuery, Seventh irmy exponded crmunition in cxcess:of the
daily mointenonee rate for its weopons and was forced to dip
heevily into the reserves, In conncetion with the counter-
offersive by the Cornens in the vieinity of the Hordt liountains,
it is well to note thot emmmnitiorn cxpenditurce can be controlled
when we arc cn the offonsive or when on the defensive if the
cacny docs not cttack, but when the cneny attecks, artillery
"fire is nccessary cnd nust be'delivered.  Tho cneny forees the .
firing ancd cxpeaditurcs connot be restricted. -

je During leate Docenber cnd cerly Jeanuary plans werce node for -
tThe reduction of the Colmar Pockct. Additioncl cnoumts of o
armunition had o be.mde cvailable fron 6th 4rny Group reserve

tc the First Freach Arny in order to mount the Colmer Pocket - .
reducticn., 4 nunber of Sgventh JSArnytroops participated in '
this operation under oncrational control of the First French

Arny. The wecpons of thosc troops were supdlicd fron the
rescurces of Seventh Army. Ammuaition was nede available to -

the First Fronch frny copdé to “Scventh fArny for the roducticn of

the Colmar Pocket as follows: s : , N
105mn How M~-2 700 rounds Der woeaner ‘ '
155rn1 How - - 400 rounds, v -
155mm Gu - 250 rounds * , ;

8 cun - 100 rounds " ® :

C k., Armurnition cxpenditures during this period were loss than
during the previcus period,’ Sco cttachod Toble 1, cxpenditurc
chort, It must be noted thot offensive action stcpped sinrtly
- . - 100 - / S .
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sfter 15 Doconmbor 1942, Ixpenditures were held down until the
Cornan attoek of 1 Jonuory 16945 and tho cxvonc‘-.iturcs of the
noriod were lorgely accounted for by firing to stap this
counterotiensive, Sevontl Jrny cxpondod aprroxinmntely 50w of
its sharc of the 27 days reserve in odliticr o the mmintezonce
-""tco ’

17 Jonuery 19475 to L dimrch 1945.

a, 48 this poriod begon preporcticns word undorucy to reducs

Thae Colnor Pockot,  Ldditionnl trocps ond artilleory ucre
Cattochod to Gth sroy Croup bringing nuch nceded crmuniticon

Armunition h2d beon sot up for the Armics to reduce tio Culmar
Poclot os stated in Pora § j cbove.  Scventl 4riy uas now
being attackod only in restrieted creos and cculd bezin to
save cnd reconstitute its resorve.

b Th; offersive egainst the Colunr Poeket bugon on 20 Japuory.
~ac but tho ~ttael cuickly b',vvi
doun on the south. The cmmuniticn sot up Tor tho ﬁfc; howo
ggickly ecxpended ond on tuu- 5*&, First Fronel Jrny requssted
cdditionel crvmnition for the I French Curps on tho wouthern
sidc of the Pucket, Scme additional 105mn ow ond 150mn idow
crmntition wos mode available on 25 Jonuory 1945, Tor movenent

. - e 7 y ‘
fron thic A3P1s tw tn; gun pesiticns fron the Oth friy Group
noscrve stocked the +'irgt Fromch Lrny LOP's. This wos done

£, insurs a"“11°L111ty of crrmniticn neor the guns in coscrof
Germen countorottocks, Juthority to expead wes hold by CG,
Sth iy Groud.

c, 'Mhe ottack cn the nurth Tlank of the Puclkut was reinfurced

odin

by 27 Jemusry by the U, 3. XA Corps and nwie Ul 3. artillery

in ordor to push the attcelr to o enzelusicn, I dreporing for

this, it woe nccossory to set up aliitioncl curmnitica o1 the
5 U Fromel troons oporating under XXT Corps.

This recquircd further cormitacnt of the Jrny Group Roscorve.

‘For this scecud attock cn the pockct 1t was 22t )¥SulDL" to set

up crpunitisn fer the First ch*c" friy on the sciie scale as
1Alt1ullj ool thoy were glive:n % of the ciruniticn relocscd for
noverent ~on _3 Joiuory (sce subporczranh b above ) »lus the
reguler clloeatizn ot the SHAETF wointenance rote for t“c neriod
1 - 10 Tubruary.

d. Tho TXT Corzs skillfully cccemplished its nission with the

cruaiticn uofueru sct wpy for twu job aad the Paclet was

climimetcd by C Fobrucry.

c. Duc tz bhe boovy droin on stocks of comunition in Soventh
Loy A8Pts by the Colmor Pocket cporaticn cnd by provicus heovy
zponditures Soventlh Sy boessic coneernod buLt the quick

101 - D : .
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ohysical vsil.:.billty of a:u'.u.'itlo--; $ais conditicn,
fatla

six cacditi f':\«l c’.r.vs ct .;L))l a2t 5 or thc__g;“ Arny
sus list, fron the Arny Grow str* clked in Seventh
Clrny iSPs, ,_v‘.z Yol 1tur;, ns I".llbltu, on cuthority of

[

Hoccquartors Gt - fmun., S %ot viticn wes hnuled
by truclz by Sc,vc. oSy e L_. cre to “rJ i\ M;P'“ ot BiyiiiGe

_('I'

., By uhrly .TA**u.ﬂ.“ enly vury sziell copaviition doncts lind been
Built up in COIAD. 1In order ¢ locote amrunition properly for
the deforsive de ‘)luy::‘"t 2ad in sieh o way tihct it c uld bo noved
forward upon taking the offensive, Hoolduartors 6t Lry Grou ‘
requosted that COILD stock 30 SIVET Coys of supply ot Lengr

or vther forward leections. This ro ucst ucs not ot c;lc‘. in
‘Pact the steekege ot Lengre docroascd. B

go Tho Lollowing cunclusicr is qu v1‘,\:'3 from a future c.: m.:zitlo

supsly study furnishod ealquarters Sth ixry Growp Joint Ploriing

gtoff by the G~3 Lrtilloery Officer-ci .l Fobruary:
hC\mc:lu51c,‘.. Thore will be imsufficient aymmntion cveil-
ablc tu properly supnert o ncjer oifonsive by Scventh
Arny uvntiliat least 30 deys after the climination of the |
Colrmer Pocket. he ormaitbicn ovailable in the heavy
calibors will be insufficicnt unless cuguented fron
outsicdec 6th srny Groun. Opcratisns during the saving
seriod nust not roquire crpmnition in oxeess of 1/2
S/ IFts roted, ‘ » :

nition wos alleeoted oz the folleowing bosis
Fobrucry to 10 Iirch: ‘ '

Leenrdingly oo
Tor the

1/2 SIWET Rots to First Frooeh irny
1/2 SLIF Rebo o Aﬂcn L Brigade (ilps Front) '

SHARF Rete to Soventh Loy

a

futurc sffernsive ceticn, : o -

1:. ;.ftur ths co::clusic:*. of 'tl‘_o Colmnr Pocket 0 soration,
Tobruary 1945, tho oxperiditurcs of first. Troreh ormy clong tho
Rine aruspoed to very low lu"ls. SThae First Frenel Lriy wios ’
cble tu save cnd. build up o ceasidlirodble strelk of cirmrition i
fron its roduccd cllceaticns Juring tho noricd 11 Fobruary to

30 lirrell, Hewower, it was nocossayy to Torbid gouore "I‘UlllOI‘j
cuclling ccruss the Riino and $27 sribll cxpenditurcs were

limited tu harcssizng fire and 1o support of potrol g;ct1c>:*.s.

<
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i, The crrnuzition avoilable to Scventh Arny for its attack
cn 15 liarch uzs as follous: '
Tyoc Iunber of “eopens Rounds Per Gun

/
¥in, Desired [lowcileoble:

2} 017 1200 1133
153 ain| Hou 335 : 000 092
4.5 inch Gun 35 500 500
1hHm Guir 126 550 K70
24.0ru1 How . 18 )00 , 255
u" Tiow ’ : 72 500 346

O Gun 4 ' h00 . 654

In order tu make this nuch appmuniticn avoilable cll of the Lrny
Groupn's savings cnd all uuncllecated counts duc tho Lrmy Group
to include 31 Marel worc clloented to Scventh army. It was
gstimoted that o 20-\My battle would have to be foughte It
wos considercd thnt the above cnounts of cimuaition would be
sufficicut for this battle, ond would provice sufficicnt
~rpunition for an '1‘11"10&]'.21:(, crussing of tiac Rhinc o8 sos cs
it was reached and for defensc of o bridgchead, I the cvent
thot the Gornan rusmt__‘c\, crunbled west of the hine ond the
~dvance beeare rapid affer possing the Sicgfricd Line the
arrmrition would be sufficicent to provide for considerable
fighting beyond the Riire., Thce ancunts of light and nediun
artillery cnnuniticn were sufficicat, The anounts of heo
artillery crmunition were uncot as great as wes desircd but they
cccunulated so slowly that it wes uwnprofitoble to delay the
cperaticn lenger in order ts cccurmlate the hoavy ¢ rtlllcry
orx Lul-ltlw-.

Je The First Frencl srny had saved czoush cmmunition fron its
Icoger cllocaticzns to sup; port the Tosk Force dc Iu'nlsabc,rt thet
was nssisting the Seveath Lriy in the northwerd push next to
the Rhine, and still hove a favorablc rcscrve.

¥, In Jonuory when the SHLIF rotc woas put into cffcoet the )

ArtlllOI‘Y Scction G-3, flealquertirs 6th Arny Croup, cstablished a.

megter gun”libt of the Ar 7 Group. Chuuizes aunl I-tis. were posted

to this list and frun it the nunber of SHALF ncintenonce

days of supply due 5th Lroy Group for any given pericd,could

bc, detornincd. henges in the gun list with Cotos were Turnisicd
BTOUSA ond COMD. At the ond of ‘cach menth o rceapitulaticn,

sl.wurg totel gun dnys, glluch.tlu s nede during the neonth and

orounts of cmruniticn duc 5th Arny Group that hod not been '

2llocated by it to its subordinatc comwrnds, was furaished

to 0011; o In licren, SHAEF, ot the instigntion of COLZONE,

changod tac syston bffvctl"" 20 liorech, The chonrcs were:

RN
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(1) swEr rate was to be still detornined but was to be
regardced by COMZONE es o prediction of availeble supply
and as a torget far uv~.11 bility in thogfomard areas. !

L (2) COI;ZOL.H wes to-ofum.ish tl-L, ATny Groupe . b}, 7th, l"’t--' ound

27t% of cach neatlh actucl lunp sun quantitics of Cl"So v
itens uVu.lls..blu to then in forwe *c. c.ﬂ'v)ts for t 16 pericds o
1 to 10, 11 tc 20, ond 21 to lost day of menth, In addition !

COMZQONE was to furé;lsl- oredi cti.Jns of .LOI'W;.]’.‘C-!. arca avail-
ability for three succcoedi n' 10 Cays pericd and twe ncre
nc::ths.

(3) Two muy Croups wore then to conpuboe thcir 2ll entiiis
co 2 iutify COILZONE f tho ~11 ¢ ti s b tledir voricus Arndces,
COLZOME was then te csta blislx credits ot its vorious forword

\;.rc,c depots for tho Arumics foreos «f the 4rnmy Grouns and _
dvise the Arnics of their locg.tlu“. sridces could then

oTT

ruquc,st shipmerte. At the insistence of -L;‘."dwrt&'s 6th irry
Croup, COLZOIL asrood that 1l creldits fur Gth 441“13’ Group Armc,.
would bs cstablished with CON/D, ond ‘tiat CONAD would Ve
arraage dircet s;n;mc 1t8 to-the Arnics fron depets in other
advence sceticns. Thus 6th arny Group's Lralds had only ’

ne COIZONE ‘,rc::cy to deol with ol S :11;1‘,;.. ‘

.

Arry Group for th, fvlluwl“.._; roosons:
(1) COMZONE hed nc forward depots in the arcas in roar of
Gth .ramy Gréup ond cmmuniticn stocks thot werc within 35

¢ hours roil tine of the 4Arnics werc very sncll, .
(2) Zxperience had shown thot under oxisting conditions -
ond orecuizaticn the only way to insurc forward novenent
of coymnition wes to cllcente it to the Arnics sc thnt they
weuld ccll it forward in their ton::agc. . -

'1, In dctcx"lh-lu forwoerd o “iiabili’cy to necke the clloecation ‘
Tor the pericd 21:-31 March COLZONE ¢ ‘..isro{,arc.uo the credit systen .

in forco in 6th irry Group ond rogorded cirmunition os obligetod
only if covercd by cn ‘mrw tru.svurtution roquest. When the

deto con the cllocation to Sth army Group for the poriod 21-31
M~rel: wos reecived it wos not clecar whcther the quontitics . .
included Sth irm iy Groupfs roscrve cnd other uncllocated cnounts i

" ccerucd under the SHLEF Rate or not, "Ifthe quantitics given |
‘did inzelude (478 Arpy Groun Rescrve’ (whielh had now boon completely”
rcconstituted) thorn ths allceution-was short of the SHALF Rate -

‘for larch, Conflicting inter: T t‘"tlo.ls werce reecived by telc- g
hone and it beemr nceessary for tuc of ficcrs fron thc .uI‘tlllCI'y e
Sceticn, G-3, ond on Ordnance Officer to go to COMIONE '
whero they spent several days rocorputing for tie oc‘..cfi"a_of"
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COLEZONE the quantitics of aypmnition due 6th friy Group under
the SFARY 2ote froi 1 Jemuary 19545 to 31 linrch l’%,. LS T
ruuult COLJ 3 aerecl to noedify its allocctionn to 5ti irnm
srovide it with the cmmunition duc under the ST
~ying obtninoed o corrccetion e
Loving dote mlﬁc” whact caunitiosn crodited 9 cur Lrndcs had
ot boecn covercd by trassportoticn requests, it wes possible

£ roadjust oonin the crodits of the Armics to give thonm their
Hrojer stonding

-,
=)
-

Ay

& not Pumction well due to the frct

thct 211l caticns Iy vore obitunlly late iz crriving
chornels Tor oo ootho credits cototlished cnd the

,unuhlt;ur nevel vere 'tvifus. i crlor t: insurc t}“ roveren

of cosunition uwillor cxisting c.onditions licadguaricrs th LTI Group

found it necessory to nreoare cad mwaocunce ite allocotions

froem H to 10 doys in advonec using its umcllocated rescrve to

cover the credits established,

This rovisced syston <
P,

17 linrch 1945 to 7 laoy l 545 o

a., Iz corly lorelh 1945, 3703 dircetod the oxccution, about
iﬁ Soril, of Operaticn "InCenendoneo™ o thc s“uthv¢stor:
\rt of Burdeoux. Thc o urition roquirencats fur this opora~

i Vi Usl" studicd, .. confercnce was Leld with
U )1usb“twt1vug «f Llustors Frewel Torecs ot Phalzbury o 24
1rreh, Ot this moeting the quantitics of crtillery couniticn
to be furiishcd were suttlod. The artilleory Officer crd the
Chict of 3to2f of the ustorn Frenelr Forcos roguested large
quasntitics of 155w Gwi crvwziticn, To provide the anreed
~csount it wes soecssary to o commit o oorticn of thio 5th ATLYY
trouy Aescrve in this coliber ool suie ctier calibers to
maount this opuration,

) r\, (~.

afditiongl gUhﬂultluu, cver 1/2 BLRE
O ororter Scuwaniticn wero i”r“luubn te

b. During iorel sc
Retd, of artilloery

frey Dote claent o Pho Llps ivronel Forces on eo-Tyrlins
ry.ulvr) to enrnfuet sooie nincr offensive 3br’b1..g. Hhicse
wore in suprurt of cover Hluis desisned o ‘Su'qu Lot vy
Gproupts offcisive by rotoiuing Germion divisiors in costorn .
Itoly curing the pericd 10-20 Joril,
Lcrcl bh; rcvtath Arny hod erossed the Ruiinc ool wes

1o collopso

;

5%
(SN
1t

G2
a

O
C

} !
}._l
@]
£
ct
o
"5'

gress o thoe cdst banl,
gf Gorna; ru51stchco west of the inc, thc
lorge quontitics of *‘wu:?tio: it heo:n:

i ot ICCUILLQ' tierefore,

the Rhine ond in erossirg the o

alb
Bl &f Uiltlu" yesition o Scventh Jivy wos cxeellent ot the
cnd uf l.ore! I; the crrmurnition cllues tlxgs T ori
1-10 .opril vcry little rrvwaiiti b

onowes clloented
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Lrny arnd tl First Fronch “r:" wes given
for ites gun list os it wos
cdvance to the scuth
T unalloeated amuniticn we

and

held und

LI

[Sh .\.1" Y

inosnuel as it wos not certoin whothor thesce ro

nove to bo throws behind Seventl Loy
The imnedicte noods wors ciply tolici carc

' tho alloeaticans for 1-10 opril,

N
hand o

do During ioril the adverec of both Arpics wes

Toquircnorts fur aveileble crmmnitiorn Ll
mnm
The o

tion tu nove thc rp001r’~**v-xt<‘ :[' yruned
disintegration of the Gernon famy reducced the
for artillery niticn cod
thc cessatica of hostilitics,.

1 ipril to 7 Moy Coercoscd (sce

vy
Coaidd.al

Stotistics,

o, Jrvunitiso Dxocrditurcs ¢
(1) The average nily
irel gun, 1955 alow, 15%mm1 Gun cu uow, O
TIow cpmsition for 2ll wv:pms i 5th drny
sugust 1944 to 7 Moy 1945 sloun by tlo
yeriol oo the charts atteoer T~blc .11,
turces cre hisghlishted
cetual cohoraticns.
seriod ii the iArny Group.
giving the following
cverngelt for the cutire

I !
(e s

1iti notes
Llss shown ors tho
Dach

oorounds

(toetel cxpenditure ;

S5tk el g
cvcileble gun day of
arry Grous Rescrve).

(b)

Cr.up Reserve (overasc
sunHly To

(e)
supnly roquired to build un ASP
distributicz),

st

I tL,___)it ({zorase nort
-°‘q01r~,€ to £i11 the
South oo orrts),

Rirdositens!

(¢) Lveiledle (Total i
Crouy during the compniss

- 106 -

the full
heluled to eroass the Rhine ard
le% st fron Spuyer-Gernershein fArca.,

t"'lg cuondition continucd
The cxpenditurcs for the nericd

£ shon tho
QVOPLAC WCODOnS o
chart contains o
: POT WSLH O

nort of
to build

LSP (ives rops pert of woch nV’~il“’310

:._u "b

Of coel ovni

; IL_,J!: l/»Li.:_'.

RE3TRICTIED

[

CATTATATY

SIAET rate

(’1‘ uy control
gnurces would

vr First J-‘.?c;ich'- inyah
of by the cnounts on

the

tote Sl.LJ b “ut
rincinal srzminition oreblen wes cne of tiuels transHorto-
fromn roilhenls.  The
requircrients

wstil

cxporditurcs of 1051 How 12, 4.5

Gun and 240mmn
Croup frem 15 .

c1lloceticon

oy - - )
‘he exhendi-
rolotici to

coeh

y the.

oun oy of

. e ey
L)Tf;V;x..b

oun

oblc
sincline to tho

" N

aveilable to-otvh Arny
o7 L 1945,

STRIC I'—'D



<, - RESTRICTED

. © Fron this quontity, cormunition was clloented tof the.
irnics, 5th iArny Group Resorve was mcintained, ASP's
" Tilled ond pipelizno froil COMZONE Durpg and Southern
Ports to ASPts filled), ' o )

(2) The average daily cxpenditurcs plotted on the charts are
listcl on the Tobulotion of EBxponditurcs attached Loreto.
cs Toble 2, The figurcs showt i thoe swwlery on coel

, chart cre listed in the tobulotion cttached hicrcts cs
Tcble /3. : : - :

b. Doy of Sunnly.

i cumpcriten of the various deys of supply thit 5th Lrny
Group cuccuntercd with the cctucl quantitics.supplicd are
showa in a Table 74. Teble ,5, is o tobulation of the SHAEF ,
nointconones rotus, It will be notcd tiact none of the doys of
susply were cctuclly nct, : L S

9o Curmionts.

“

a, &ffcet of srrmnition Shortosc.

frtillory crmunition like cthor conbat roscurces dircetly

affoet the nogmnitude, scope, and tining of operations thot con

be evnducted, hen crunition sunplics arc short it has the

offcet of moking it not possiblc to enploy oll the groops . - |
simultorcsusly in cn offonsive rale; it rostriets thc tining ’
f opercations becousc cirunition nust be cccummulated to lauasch

o major cetion;y it recuccs the possibility of toking immediate
adventage of wealknesses i the caonyt's Cisprsitions; it has

on. undesircble psychologiccl eoffcet on troops cnd commaonders;

and it preeludes the usc of artillery in decentive noncuvers Lo
erd restricts its usc to supnort of the cetusl attock only, '
The nost critical factor in regeord to oxponditurcs is futurce
supnly. If the rosupply rote is low then oporations nust bo .
shaced far apart whoreby the czony goins tine to dig in. 40 -
large ancunt of cmmunition is alweys required to ricke o brook-
thrcush, 6th Lrny Group experiecnccel oll these offeets during '

ths pericd of the operations. 4 precisc quantitotive cvaluction -
of the effcct of the inmadequote curmnition supnly conrnot be

rade but it is the cpinion of this h@a&quartors that o supnly

Jir general opproxinntely 1/3 grocter thon thot furnished would
hove saved neny lives ond shortoncd the wear.: ‘

s
2 - ‘ L

 b. Dzy of Supnly, o R

B It will be notoed thot the cmunition aveilable to 6th Arny

Group Tor the period of the operation, 265 toys, ¢id rot cqual
any of tiaw doys of supply. that were cither oprroved or recomrcnded

-7 - SRR
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by cither ZTO, MTO, or the tar Departient, The fret b.r't 'L‘l
conpoisn was successful I"U.ot not bc token s 2roof thnt th
sunply of artillory .arx wnition wos on wugh. Thcre nay be

")uSSiblllty for discussicv as to w%.t‘ o proper doy of sunnly
should. be but the history of the chmpa Ju is i::co::’trov::rtiblc
aroel thot thu crpunt furnishod wos nob ushe. 4 lorscr
crtillery mrunition sunly in tho anuas of our skillod Ficld
Lartillery would hove roduced our casualty list, killed rore
Gormens, ond brought the fighting to o quicker cnd. To tolc
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105mm How,
e ’:27

iO5mm How,
1

4.5 Inch
Gun

155mm How
155mm Gun
8 Inch How
3 Inch Gun

240mmn How

COP/RIBON OF THE V.RIOUS DAYS OF SUDPLY
WITH THE ACTUAL LAVAILABLE A TUNITION

———

D MPO 12 .Gp 6 iGp  ETO  ETO  ETO . iverage
D/S D/3 Desired Desired D/S D/S Apprvd  Rate
Rds/ Rds/ Rate Rate Rds/ Rds/ D/S Supplied
Gun  Gun D/S D/3 Gun  Gun Rds/ to 6 .irmy
Nov  Nov Rds/Gun Rds/Gun Nov Jan 25 .pr gp
Z,ng L Nov 44  Nov Lk Ly 45 15 sug 4l
7 May L5
4o.  50.  ¢c.o 50. 40.C L5.0 L1.0 30.1
20.  20. 10.0 20, 2C.C 15.0 4.0 10.0
28. 36. 30.0 4o. 23.0 28.0 26.0 22.0
25. 35. 40.0 ‘40, 25.0 33.0 25,0 20.4
25.  30. 25.0 35. 25.0 25.0 22.2 13.7
20.  25.° 25,0 30. 20.0 25.0 25.0 8.2
15. 15. 12.0 20. 15.C 10.0 15.0 11.0
7. 15. 15,0 25. 7.0 15.0 13.0 6.5
Table 4 RESTRICTED




ITEM JAN 1 FEB 1 ILRCH 1
57mm Gun, AT (ke3) (13.2) (L.6)
HE | .7 9.6 1.0
SABOT - - -
APC 3.6 3.6 3.6
60mm Mortar (L.76) (L4.96) (L.96)
HE L6 L6 L6
111 1 3 3
WP .06 .06 .06
8lmm Mortar (11.2) (10.9) (10.0)
HE (Lt) 6.0 5.7 5.0
HE (Hv) 2.9 2.9 2.8
WP 2.3 2.3 2.2
75mm How (ri7)  (27.7) (27.7)
HE w/ML8A2 25,0 25,0 25,0
HE w/M54 - - - -
Wp 2.0 2.0 2,0
75mm Gun (6.9) 6.9) (6.9)
HE w/ML8A2 L.3 L.3 4.3
APC 2.1 2.1 2.1
WP .5 S5 s
76mm Gun, T & AT (13.4) (13.4) (13.4)
HE w/ML8A2 8.3 8.3 8.3
HE w/li4842 - - -
APC 5.1 5.1 5.1
W’P — Py . -
3" Gun, AT (19.0) (19.0) (19.0)
HE w/M48A2 8.9 8.9 8,9
HE " 3.3 3.3 3.3
APC 6.8 6.8 6.8
wp - - -
90mm Gun AA (6.5) (6.5) (6.5)
HE w/T74 = U
HE | 1.2 1.2 7. 1.2
HE 4.8 L8 0 L.8
APC o5 S o5

AMUNITION MAINTEN.J'CE RATES ETO
: (SHAEF RATE)

Table 5 (Sheet 1)
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Maint Rate Conttd

ITEM

90mm Gun T & AT & Ground

HE w/M48.2 NC
HE w/ML8AR -

APC
VIP

L,5" Gun
HE .
Wp

105mm How MR

HE w/}L8A2

WP
HC

HE w/M5L4

Clrd Smoke

HE-AT

lb5mm How MB

HE w/M48A2

HE w/M54

HE-AT
VP
HC

155mm How
" HE
WP
HC
155 Gun
HE .
WP
HC

8" How
HE

8" Gun
HE

24,0mm How
HE

JaN 1

(21.8)
15.0

FEB 1

(21.8)
15,0

6.8

(20:0)
20,0

(30.6)
26,6

(22.0)
18.3
2.7

Taeble 5 (Sheet 2)

MARCH 1

(21:8)
15,0

6.8

. i
(SR x &
~

LI )
vi~2~3

Pan
=
20
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P
HRHW O N
S

(9:5)
9.5

(13.0)
13,0

(4.5)
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° CH.PTER FOURTEEN .

LIR COOPER.TION

Mo c¢ffort will be rods in this short swimtion to csver in
cdetail tie extont of ~irp cucperation with grouna forces under
contril of Ileadquarters 6th Arny Groun in the successful compaisn
in Froree, Gerneny and lLustric, Details of the 2art the Adr Arnm
ployed in the battering and firal defeont of Germrs irnod Forces
facing 6th Lroy Groeud will be found in Histcries of chc:th'Armw3\
First Freneh jrny, First Tectical Air Feree (Provisiona ) na
Twelfth Lir Force, Icre it is desired culy to cover bricfly the
overall cir picture as it affccted cooraticns of Sth Lrny Group ond
to illuninate sine of the brosder results obtoined, v '

Plaruing for cir cuoncratise is ground asszults on the Lrny
Greup level wes carricd cut ot tho Comronding Generalts Ceily -
cenfercnce,  Contanlated grcu;i plens werc discusscd with Cammhnding'
General, First TUCAF (Prov,) or his reoroscntative and ho cverall
air plexn worked cut, Closc ccoperation between nir and ground units
wes cffected at the iray level, Thurcforo, reeords of this office
are linited on actual nccorplisinonts < the Air Foree, ’

Air and Ground Foreces literclly lived ond learred togcther,
With cach nissivn flowz, the tic betwoon tho twe Jrms béecarne closer
and clesor until well befors the lettor stoges of the carpaign,
front line commanders considercd the closc cconeration »loics nlnost
cs much'a port of their corbat tcan cs the supnhorting crtillery,

It was this fecling of mutu-l understornding and confidence that

lent imsecsurably to the actunl results obtoined, Throughout the
entire oporativns, confiderel i the adr Force grow deily ond a
feeling of pride in its accoiplisiments provaded ground uiits os
they advanced over grourd littered trith destroyed vchicles, suits,
troins and bridges, ’ . -

In usc within this Arny Groud wos an cir-ground coordination
gystenl brought over fron ITtely, wihich initiclly was not the pnrovad
S0P of eithor Air or Ground Ferces. Beezuse it worked go snocothly
and brought closcr cooperation, howewver, detoils of the plan hove |
sincc beeon incerpsrated in the opproved regulatians on the s&bjcct.\
The systen was Ffaster, sofer ard nere cffcetive, assuring Arnics of
desired air cooperation with o ninipun of deley. 8o for as this ]
officc is cble to Ceternine, there was not e sﬁldicr'in éth'Army v
Group killed as the rosult of bonbing by our Air Fereo, In 2 fow ]

of the extremely fluid situctions vt fijﬁtira was el oo onnd

furicus, sdnc instaszccs of cocporating fdr Forces strofing our
colurms have beea rennrted, ' \

air Suppirt Partics witl Corps nnd Divisicn Hendquarters
hondled celosc cocperation nissions with the gencral support missiong
being screencd by Lrmy ilecdqunrters in cenjuncting with thoirp lir

- 109 -
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support Contrel, Prisr te taki“; off on
plones rondozvougst ab. s ~oesioi C- 1o
LSP. IT tle Corog L3Pl nn Clus; caonerntion
o miven poriod o $ime, thoe nlotes eortinuee
T

L ’
» AT tho Cords (37 232 ncoe
¢

nmission,  Iovowe
tlc plancs sty
to ossist tho Cr. w.l Pipels,

or .ven dise ntinucd thed

\

m

Iuitially culmunications botwoos Air ~na Grcuna 471rCls trore
20t 211 thot wes a :sircd but, os in ofhop izstoreos, buth g

ioporlfect t‘ Gir tocinicue and cvore g this
fbut“ «TRy, J“orsrllv" pla:c == liciscn plenss e-

re uscd ns o rosular nosogo ot

cs olanos out: thp . ‘lis systin provided
bocoii o fixed

verizeld togethe:
Cifficulty, I ¢
in additicn to gy
guiding Ligh aorfor
cxeellont roesults oo
fur cir-ground C U

s
of b st ux_.x‘v"‘ S0P

To cuver couscratisy of Sir Tarces in pround nde ssicns of Gth
ariy Grovl forees, it will bo ncecssory v stort with the Dre—- ’
invesicn: plesting Dericd, .

Uhile Soventh fony wes - comnding Df““rhi Forecs, ‘Tie llt“ Adr
Lwith hoodounrtors

F.ree, curzinndced by lio LJeT Gulioral J‘,NO

u.t CJrulc~ L, Was ful«_:lﬂ'w‘:; 1:-1(;‘ ~die Lue J;SSiStJZi‘.CC VIos :luo
rendored by Lhonvy ben G0 the liediterrancni 1liod Adrp Terec,
the inves Suuthern Fronee

Plonning fon
srogrosscd
corry .cut nis

: csion of
¢ cut )l.hu tw nmncuver., o
- susnert of Scventh

[a)

Bquelron

Lfrmy, tho following Y wore o.v."il:*.blc:
Six Gruuns of P47 1s; Thurse Vings of RF Soitrircs; On
' Tuo Scundrong
N

Squolren of 4=20ts; One squedren

cf ac/R u31tf1rcs; Ono’Squadr i >F'P-Hltg; ond On
of Phtogranhic. [oconnrisenics,  Those o L2088 Comhoas 6 the
ZIT Teetical fir Copmmrd undor Brigrdicr Guiornl CGordr 1 P, .

3
7

Soville,

qf‘

Price to D=Day, the Lir Feres unfor
sntive Lou

U SOy '.vJ.L-J._:\‘c' -"l'\,-'l' tlhe

iny
Pfusv cttocks were eorrica - ut niticlly OB b
toiis sectim 8 o Lissibly itvesicn cron, 1 WIS Dlrrnod b
AIDCIT ©8 belin N sunnort of fho Ivelic- . DDy pos
nonrer, tio atiocelis tvopo intonsifiud, s“i"' o feen nliee b sloco
cloms the 2 uthor:. C.zst, ~nd still —ot e, reting o ooy 3h“ti— .
cul~r soct It 1% rive fovs OV*»*b U=Lny, son J:“bw uffbc*

i it >

cunm o pusitiing,

L R ol

oy

tive surtivs Trom

[
rolor "st”ll;tlzas rs. L
N 7 ok I s ’n"‘ . A . .
R 2 o AR SRR A R crl';, the & njority
Dy aedlus woiibors., %e . 0800 hour"
D—Df.y, 61\) f‘ \.&(l“l\lfu & ..,i., ~ Ct" 1
3 -~ i
; .G ,
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sertics were flows asninst caciny defonscs, sunHly i:tst:ll::t'::;:s,
crrmmnicntion conters ong Chony conveys. This wes tho ighticst
oir offort over stozed by HAAF. Rosults ebtrined enn bo scen in
tixe 1lisht resistorco creruntered fron Arepared deferscs during
the estoblishiont of the becehhe-d,

During the Crive mirtiwerl W the ’Rnrno Valley, Seventh Loy,
becruse T the saeed of its ~Avnnee, 4id not hnve cntintucus core
nuaicttions vith the fAir Force 2nd thus lost s 'advr.;:.t:;;o of the
oir strilking sewer. iwever, flyizg sre-bricfed aissicns, thc Lir
‘Ferees sprend devostation filng the rotrenting Gorimn crluims,
Tyiys in with Srtillery, the wir arn assisted in b2ttling uy ~na
destroying sevoral tlousnnd eneny veaicles and cwis in tio Iientol-
inor crez. Taroughcut the cotire lengtlh of the Ricno Valley useanc
route, Cestroyed Cornan cquinacnt was cvicdeacod on overy aond,

I::iti-:.lly, Twelft!l L4y Forec furnisihicd suyirt £op Seveath
orny in its Crive t- stroblish 2 becchlhend and oIl Hush n.;rthi':ard
up the khone Valloy, Thig Foreo wpornte? cut -7 Italy, Gorsicn
ond Sardenic, “CUSTYET, then ligndguarters 5th ~riy Croud ass wilel
centrel of Drogoon Foress, tho .ir Comacnd Turaishing cl-se CLop-
croticn to Suventh frny --- 3I7 Teetical Lir Crmiing —me possed
to eentrol of IMinth Zip Ferec, 0n 27 ‘Su_‘,)tCiileI', tiae Hinth Lip
Firce Linisen Office Hes ostablisind to conrdincte oir cigperaticn
for forces under Heodguarters 6th ~rmy Grzup. 0n 20 Octobor, First
Toetieal Air Forco (Pro-vision:l) ccrmendod by linjor Goncral Ralph
Ruyce, wes cstablishod to replace the Minth fiir Foree Lizison Office,
"irst T/C..F (Pr:>v.) assunec centrol of XII TMetie~] Lir Cor.mr.nd,
Gocrating with Scventh «rny, ond Frenel Toctical ajr C-mond, oner-
oting nwith First French LTy, Brigndicr General Saville suce edng , 1
Eajoer Gencrenl Royec ns comwnnding goneral of First T.C.F °n 29 Jone-
ucry onc wial he 1loft fop - now essignnment, Liojor Gencral Rebert

P. Wobster assuncd conny of the Air Force,

-

ot the cutset, XIT VO ves cirscd of: D240 Fighter Croun;
27th Fighter Groun; H0oth Fichter Gpoup; 111tk Tee/R Squ(‘_c’r_r&:}; 1524
Tce/R Squadron; 15th Iight Fightor Squadron ~ng 23r PRU Squedr:n,
4 nnjority of thicse oloncs hed boon transferred frop the Leditopre.

cncan Theater, '
Fronelh TC was cimpisca initiclly of: 4tn Finter Group; 335th
Ying; cnd 2/33rd Toe/R Squadron, . )

Leter, scne additons were mece t- both Taeticnl 4ir Cormiencs,
2 additicn o thosc Dlancs, Tirst TCLF ¢l »n Ninth Air Foreo
or 2dditionsl suphort roquirced on tho oIny Croup front,
After ikecdguartors Gtk Lrny Group boearne whore ionnl, o seriog
of bad wentier set iz thet crusca o slackoning ~f the ncee of the
cir offersive, cspecially in the Vigsos lizunt~in sceter during the

~ 111 -




‘winter menthe, iuever, during tho Cefuusive pericd frs 2l Doc—« :
ciber t.; 5 Fobruory, tie Lir Furee in support of Seventh “rnj was
particulerly cffective *"it‘ﬂ the limited ronrs av“llaolu. Desnite
bad wextlier, Pirst TW.CALF flew suiic ‘J,OOO arties ~nd dropped nwore
then 5,200 t-Jm) iy b,: 103 on creny foraing for c.t tacls, ‘supply ian-
stalloticns end routes of comuaicntion. In those operatinns 14.8
lVCdHu'blVCS 1,853 ”"‘llI‘u':’J. cors, HOO nilitary vchicles, ircluding
51 tonys, g.;.rl 15 bridges were uostrﬂyo".. Ir adfiticn, 701 rmil

cuts v'crc. cffectad.

n the Colmor Poekdt spercticn clss, vw.*l‘ T wes o linitine
foetor. Dospite tihis, the Alr Force gt in senc effcctive nnd
deraging blews,  Fron 20 Jeoruery to § Pubrucry, First WCLF flou
1,530 sérties in support of ¥irst Froner Lrny's attack., The offon-
sive was desigred to isclote the battle ficld, provent cnony nove-
cnents ond soften.up defonded nogitiors, tspociclly towns, Jov iio-
oressive list of sloims wos node o8 o resualt: 2794 reilraad cors,

¢ locernwtives, 1Li velieles, 1C toxks anC 403 buildings dc St“*y\,c‘
were the nojor itzms. ‘ ,

;8 Seventh Ar.w turned tu the offensive on 15 Liarel, the Adir

! nei st cnchy movonents -
‘g, In.front cof mo,

e jpray -~

irr unlecshed its i ightiest offeasive ©
cirmunicotions, ull))l" installeaticns

mrin offert b, XV Corps to brooeh tho 1w Linc, Zeavy ond
nediun bonmbers "."s; ackod the prepored cotions 0:1 nnsso. - The
Turtifications wisrz rot de ..)tI'J}(,@ HOUWSVC :7.;:{.“. the nain "mn.;-tago

<1*.u,u oS I‘LLL.L».l.‘l‘, tic vavny indoors cring is will to ro~-

sist. Oz 15 Marel, yirst TAC.F Tlcw ortices in support of

Suventh ATV . e L cr o totel o 9’;‘ sortics were flown,

o phencninel nuaber in the lir ,h’c of availnble cirpleones. To cccon~ -

plish this Font hocit bhot olmost ovo > must £1y an &vernge

of three svrtics Curing tlo d;.J. -
Aftor tac brociotly roush, the Ai" "é’rarcu ro.d tihe Soar-Prlat

inote, cttocking u:,-v\.r.zv celumms and neking & j.; Aokt n"‘*rc,; ot ~1nnst

.

Zoiserslouter:y and Bad Durlkhein crens. yilo Shese cperations werc
being carricd cut, other plancs were isolating tho battleficld an
“arcventing the bringing up of reinforconents onld badly nceded mnt-.
cricl, . o . : ”

As Gth irny Groun stenned acruss the Dyine, breke tf'lrough its
bridgehend -ond storted cxpleitation osstwnrd cul then scutlword,
Tirst T.C.JF »laozee Hotrulled the skies continucusly. Inpres swc
ccloins in Gustroyed snd Ao noecd onony C'.f.“v*yo, su,)»ly installaticng,
trairs cud .,--.nurlcy tion CulltuI'S viore J.cc rded :‘\,4, ly'cs o result of
these owcrb.t:.:.ls. Lo jority of the aissicis’ fladn werce clou, co-
onerctivn ond on torpets of opportunity, :

5
)

I‘ir.)t CTACLF cutilid itsclf fron 15 Lareh to V-13 Doy, coonera t111n
witl ground forces o Gth Jrny Croup in tac b~ttlo to destroy Cor-
ion Lrmy Groun 9, Aldhougy having Lrl" linited

. RERUSS By LI
G rlshins, Tas wair
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o a2 - » R

iry ')b Sibl"&'- Ibp_vv l(?SoCS s ind l cted on ko cneny in tho IJ.O'.'\'.LbuI'S, .
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RESTRICTID .

Feree wpercted continucusly in fovorcble woather ond iy tinces
curing inclencnt woothor, The roeord of this eormend in its
cssigned role is porticulorly inpressive and wns onc of tho rost
veluoble conmtributing fnetoers to Gth Sray Croup®s ultinmcte
Cestruction of Cornen Srny Group G
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