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117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Nuecz) ‘a Y E n)

APO # 7584 UsSe Army
& ; 8 Januaty 19L5

SUBJECT: Account of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz)
Actions in the Bitche area 31 December 19LlL to 3 Janvary 1945,

The 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz) was attached to -
the Hudelson Task Force (PTF) of the :lLth Armored Division 21 December. 194

Lt. Colonel Hodge Commanding the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron (Mecz), reported to Colonel Hudelson 22 December 19kl at Oberseebach
(186-105) 4 There he received verbal instructions as to his orders and
missiona: The 9Lith Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (liecz) less two troops,
was attached to the 117th Cavalry-Reconnalss@nce Squadron (Mecz).

Orders. as received by Lt ‘Colonel Hodge from Colonel Hudelson,
was to contact the 106th Cavalry Group at Mouterhouse, and arrange the
physical relief of that group of the positions they were occupying in"the
area southeast of Bitches Lte Colonel-Hodge proceeded to louterhouse,
accompanied by Iite Colonel McCullum, commanding officer of the 9lth Camaﬂry
Reconnaissance Squadron, and Captain Js lis Brown, SuB of the ll?th Cavalzy
Reconnalssance Squadron.

At Kouterhouse Lte Colonel Hodge contacted Colonel Uilson commanding
the 106th Cavalry Groups Arrangements were completed to affect the release
of elements of the 106th Cavalry Group on 23 Decemberll9hh.

The command posts of both squadrons moved to liouterhouse on 23
December 19Lli, The plans and preparations were completed, and troops of
both squadrons physically affected the release of all elements of the 106th
Cavalry Group and elements of the 399th Infantry of the 100th Infantry
Division, who occupied thé area from the northern end of the lake (786—h92)
southwest to RJ (777-&87). . ,

Defensive positions were occupied (see map) by Troops. "B" and "C“
of the 117th Cavalry Recornmaissance Squadron, with Troop "A" in reserve at
liouterhouse, Troop "A" was attached to the 62d Armored Infantry Battalion
28 December 19Ll;, Five light tanks were attached to both Troop "B" and
"C" of the 117th Cavalry Recommaissance Squadron, Troop "E" (Artillery,
Troop) supported forward elements from a positlon west of Mouterhouse

(8ml33)e

Elaments of- the 9lith Cavalry Recomnaissance Squadron occupied
defensive positions to the right of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
(see map)e -In support was the 500th Armored Field Artilléry Battalion,
Company "AM, 125th Engineers, one platoon of Company "B" 6l5th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, one platoon of Company "B", 83d Chemical Mortar Battalion, and
one battalion of the 5L0th Engineers also on c?ﬁ. _ ﬂt?poﬂbm (Bec: mapy. y
“for positions). K &g il | 8., 8.

N !
C=682 /fimh/ . f B



http:Colonel:Hudelson.22

) -aﬁ ‘% (‘\‘-:"\"

e e o8
Gbiuﬁml“ﬂ@h 17
Enemy patrols operated each night in the sectors of both squadronss
On one occasion during the early morning of 29 December 194k, an eneny patrol
of one officer and four men, cut through the wire defense of the third platoon
of Troop "B", 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, and attacked the platoon
CP killing the sentry, injuring three men and capturing Lte hiddlebrooy, the
platoon leader, who was undressed and asleeps

. During the afternoon 31 December l9hh, Major Sansel Executive
Officer of the-1l17th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, accompanled by Lte
Colonel Meyers, Commander of 62d Armored Infantry Battalion, who was to
relieve the ll?th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron by O800A ﬂ Januvary 1945,
inspected each gun position of Troop "B" and studied the terrain in prepara-
tion to affect the relief by the 62d Arméred Infantry Battalion, At the time
of this inspection, Captain Barnaby Commanding Troop "B", was improving all
positions of each platoon, Additional concertina wire was laid, fields of
fire improved, connecting trenches between positions deepened, and in general
the entire troop sector tightened its defenses, An additional platoon of
light tanks was attached to Troop "B" and these were placed in position with
the third platoon of Troop "BY,

When leawving the sector of Troop "B", Major Samsel was completely
satisfied that the defenses, in keeping with the difficult and hilly terrain,
were supermora In reporting to Lt, Colonel Hodge later, Magor Samsel stated

- that in all his combatb experiences in Ttaly and France, had never secn a
better defense combining maximum fields of fire, mutual support, and all
around defense, employing every weapon of each platoon, Every automatic
weapon was extremely well dug in, armored cars and tanks arere hull defiladed,
and communication was established by telephone to each platoon, supplemented
by radio communication dowm to sectors, Telephone communication was also
established with the elements to our left and outpost of the 399th Infantry,

Upon order from VI Corps, orders were issued to all troop commanders
that there would be no New Year!s celebration or drinking of amy kinds Troops
were to be especially alert, however this was hardly necessary, as our forward
positions were constantly being probed by enemy patrols, and every man was
particularly alert and sensitive, As a result, a constant vigil was mainr
tained and little sleep acquired during the nlghts.

During the early evening of 31 December 19lli, reports indicated that
the entire squadron sector was quiets At 2310 hours the first platoon of
troop "B" reéported hearing very heavy traffic on the road rumning due east
from Bitche, Prior to midnight, reports continued to come in from all platoons
of movement and noises along this road, Artillery fire was placed on pre-
arranged concentrations along this road at midnighte.

i A few moments after midnight, a telephone report was received from
Captain Barnaby, Commanding Officer of Troop "B", that the outpost of the
399th Infantry (776—h92) was surrounded by an estlmamed sixty enemy, Tele—
phone communication was still maintained with this outpost, even though
surrounded, This information was called in to the 399th Infantry, who
stated they tould send reinforcements,. In the meantime, the third platoon
of Troop "B", 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron,’ reported enemy attacking
his position from his left reara . Shortlyf? Qr é{fr, both the two remaining
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platoons of Troop "B" reported heavy enemy ab &émgmlrée%r:}

By 0100 1 Janvary 19L5, aJ.l platoons Bz%&r NGy DG
Reconnaissance Squadron, rcported being cngaged by the cnenv. This was ?
followed by reports from Troop "D" of the 9L4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron,
who vias '-lso bomg engaged by the onemys

“The. second platoon of Troop “B" 117th G"valry fieconnc.:l.usance
..:quadron, called for artillery fire i‘rom our support troope S/Sg'b ,Shemzan
in command of the platoon, directed this fire and stopped the initidl enemy
attack against his platoon position by directing fire to within 75 yards
of his forvamrd position,

. By 0200A 1 Janvary 1915 , it became apparent that the encmy wes
-attacking in strengthe < It, Colonel Hodge called MHudelson Task Force!
requesting that Troop "A", 117th Cavah* Reconnaissance gqua.dron be sent in
supporte Howcver, It, Coloncl Hodge was informed, that Troop "A" was already
© committed in the 62d Armored Infantry Battalion sector. Request was then
. made for support of Company mAM, 125th Engmeors, which was in reserve,
Again he was informed that th:Ls -company wag also comnitted on the left of
the 62d Armored Infantry Battalion, A fimal request was made for a company
- of the 5L0th Engincers, Pe_mission was given to commit Company MB" of the
5L0th Eng:meors.

‘In the meLmt:Lmo, intense firc fights avere cont:.nu:.ng in all
platoon sectors of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, and also of
.-Troop "D", 9lth Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron. The main attacks appeared
~ to be a.ga.lnst Troop "B" of the 117th Cavalry BReconnaissance Squadron, The
 platoon leader of the second platoon of Troop "B", continued to call for
artillery fire when a second and third attack s directed against him,

He directed this flre to rithin 25 yards of his position, inflicting severe
-losses against the encmy. It- was later ascertained that all tires on the

vehicles of this platoon had been destroyed, by his oim fire, includ:mg

one A/C destroyed by a direct hit, All radio antennas were also destroyeds
there‘q‘, cutting radio comnum.cat:l.on to this platoons

: At Q3304 1’0 s pparent from reports of each platoon, that the
enemy!s main effort vms directed- against the second platoon of Troop "B",
.The enemy ms starting to :t_ni‘ll'trb.te in this sectory and also that of the
third platoon of: Troop "B", Each of these platoons leaders reported it was
no longer possible to defend their positionse The cnémy was infiltrating
and aci‘vanclng from a.ll diroct:u.cns toward the platoons,

Order s them glven bj Lte Colonel Hodge a‘b appromma.tcly 03304
i Janua:m 1915 to Capbain Barnaby Troop "B', to have his platoen 1 rithdravr
and if the equipment could not also be Lrlthdrmm to déstroy it if feasible, .
They were to withdraw to a Ilj.ne T772=1163 east to '?97-1168 (see map), and
establish new positionse AL this time Lt Colonel Hodge ordcred C'tptaz.n
Zecca, assistont S-3g4 ll?th Gavaln Reconnaissance Squadron, to take the
reserve company of engincers, Company :"B", ShO’bh Engineers, and establish a
defense line gencrally along 772-163 east to 797-h684 He was to be in
command .of this defense arcas. He was to cmploy all remaimng elements of
Troop "B" and "C", 117th Cavalry Recommaissance Sq: o1 Ric ™
~ “troops of the 9h‘ch Cavelry Recommaissance Squadron, i ﬂ?« iel c‘tqsn‘g hi r:l.g];!t g
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As the platoons of Troop "B", 117th Cavalry Recomnaissance Squadron
commenced their withdrawal, the th:u'd platoon covered the first platoon, who
found it necessary to withdraw without their vehicles, as the enemy had
already infiltrated into their positionss The platoon leader ordered the
vehicles abandoned, as it was impossible to remove them without having the
entire platoon killed or captureds The breech blocks were removed from some
of the 37mm guns on the light tanks and armored cars; and a majority of the
light automatic weapons were taken by the members of the platoon, The second
platoon of Troop "B", 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron withdrew next.
The tires of their vehicles had been damaged thus making it impossible to
withdraw in the vehicles, The third platoon followed lasty; with a platoon
of light tanks covering the withdrawal,

In each instant as these platoons withdrew, it was necessary to
fight their way back against intense small arms fire of the enemy, who had
already advanced across their rear, The platoon of light tanks of Troop
"F" with the third platoon, fired 18,000 rounds of thirty caliber ammunition
in covering the withdrawal,

From reports - of each pla.toon leader and responsible non-commissioned
officers of Troop "B", they estimate inflicting in excess of 500 enemy
casuvalties including 200 killed, during the attacks against their positionsa

Troop "C", 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron vas given the order
to withdrawr to the newr defense line shortly after Troop "B'"¢ It wmas reported
that the third platoon of Troop "C" was overrun, receiving intense enemy
small arms fire and infiltration, vhich was heaviest on their left and center
sectorses The withdrawal of the first and second platoons was. executed successw
fully retaining the majority of their equipment, vwhile the third platoon
lost all equipment and automatic weapons., The platoon of L.2 mortars,
supporting Troops "C" and "B", were threatened to be overrun and it vas
necessary to destroy four mortars to prevent capture by the enemy, :

At approximately OL30A iword was received from "Hudelson Task Force™
that the 19th Armored Infantry Battalion less one company, was being sent to
support the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron. -

., Captain Zecca, arrived at Oh415A in the area where the new defense
line was to be organized, and took command of the situations. Troop "B" was
employed on the left of the line with Troop "C" on the right. Company "B"
5L0th Tngineers was intermingled with both troops, as this was their first
close combat experiences The platoon of tank destroyers from the 6L5th
Tank Destroyer Battalion was placed in position for close support, A new
defense line was organized to the right and left of the road at 777-L6L and -
782=L6l at OL430A, Two platoons of the 5lOth Engineers were initially employed,
supported by the second platoon Troop "B", 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron, The remaining platoon of eng:_neers was held in reserve 500 yards
to the rears

The enemy ias less than 60 yards from these positions as our troops
moved into this line, It was estimated the enemy force consisted of approgi< '
mately 60-75 men supported with machine guns deployed in the draw at 7?9_. 5O
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Six light tanks, of Troop "F", 117th Cavalry Bétconhaissanc
tere set -up at, 779-1462. ‘They covered t‘w approaches WUU » e ¥ |
roade
Three tank destroyers of 6L5th Tank Destroyer Battalion were set
in position at ?78—1163 and 779-L62, ° - ' I

\ Thirty men of the platoon from Compamny "B" 83d Chemical Mortar
Battalion, who had destroyed their mortars, took up security positions of ‘
rear installations at the crosseroad (779—1162).

The enemy continued his infiltrating tactics from the draw 779<165, .
maintaining heavy small arms and machine gun fire against owr defensive lince

At approximately OSOQA Ca.pta:Ln Zecca realized ‘blm.t his force
could not contain the eneny in t.he dravre He then established a defense line
on the high grou_nd four hundred yards south of the cross=road (779-L62).
Platoons ong and two of Troop "C", had vithdrawm to this-line and the third
platoon Troop "B, 117th Cavalr;y Reconn issance Squadron, had also arrlved.
A1l of the above: platoons were immedlately employed in the linec,

In this new defensc linc ¢ Captain Zecca’ improved his pos:l.t:Lon and
protcc‘bcd his only remaining routec of withdrawal, Reports were rcceived
from Troop "D", 9lith Cavalry Reconmnaissance Squadron on the right of this
defense line, tha.t. strong emmy pressure was being maintained agalnst that
.posi'b:_on. j v /

An eriemy patrol of 15«20 men s 'o'bserved infiltrating southwest |
dowm the draw at 776-465, A strong combat patrol from Troop "C!" was sent
to observe and report the situation on the 1eft flank where the above patrol |
was obserwveds

The énemy continued infiltrating toward this new position 1nnan
aggressive mammer, Our troops engaged the enemy with all available weapons
Scattered romds of enemy mortar commenced to fall into our positions,

f By OTOOA the remaining personnel of Troops "B" and "C" had success= '
fully withdraim to 't.hc'new dcfense posi‘bion and had been employed in the 1ine.

: . At O730A Captain Broim, 5=3, 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron,
“arrived at the forward position of Captain Zecca, accompanied by the S=2 of
the 19th Armored Inf'mtry Ba-btallon, and one platoon of the 1%th Ini‘ant-ry. ’

Persistant attempts by the enemy o infiltrate through our positions
were continuously repulsed,

' The balance of the 19th-Armored Infantry Battalion under command
of Major Green, less one componmy vhich was, detached, closed in by 0930A at
7891584 The 19th Infantry intelligence and reconnaissance platoon immedi-

. .ately reconnoitered the area for:a line of departure, preparatory toiard
launching an attack, The attack by the 19th Armored Infantry was to be
launched from a linc 778-L60 to 78L-46l, Their mission was to clear out the
enemy and restore the driginal lines ‘maintained t:gy tne 117th Ca.val:ty

‘ ‘Reconnaissance Squadrons g o ¥ ﬂ & s,
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The remaining elements of the "B" and "C" Troops, 117th Cavalry
Roconnaissance Squadron, and light tanks of Troop "F', would support this
attack, It s planned that the 117th Cavalry eleno_nts would occupy the
ground of :intermediate objectives as the attack progressecd. -

Our Air OP reported at 1030A that approximately 60-80 encmy were
observed moving southwest from 772=L62. It was believed the intention of
this enemy foree was to cut the withdrawal route of our forces.

Enemy pressure agoinst our right flank became more a.ggressive.
Troop "D", 9Lth Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron reported an enemy tank
?lszppoitcc)l by approximately 30-40 dismounted enerty ﬂpproaching from Stoclfbronn
11=479)

By noon no word was received from our patrol operating on our left
flank, The situation wms obscure on the left flanlr, heavy pressure was
being exerted on the right flank, with small arms fire and intermittent
mortar fire on our. immediate front,

Troop "D“ 9lith Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron on the right flank,
was successfully Vl'bhdramng against incrieasing strong enemy pressurc, It
was now apparent  that the enemy!s intention was to advance toward the rear
of our positions, cut our route of withdrawal, and then reduce our positions
from the rear,

Troop "D", SLth Cavaliy Reconnaissance Squadron reported an encriy
tank supported by th:u:'ty dismountcd men, approaching from the vieinity
T94=462 on the immediate right flank of our position. One tank destroyer
was dispatched by Captain Zecca and it engaged the encry tank ithin 500
yords of Captain Zeccat's CP, This arca was heavily vooded, and the enemy
tank remaincd under cover, . ’

At the squadron command post the situation was well in hand, with
complete information of the situztion along the entire sector qf"Hudelson
Task Force", It was apparent that the right flank of "Hudelson Task Forcc!
was falling back and reliable reports indicated that the enery was holding
the ground at Bannstein and controlled the road running soutimest as far
south as 8114-}4140.

The squadron command post at liouterhouse s under enemy artillery
fire and it <ias decided to move the command post one nile south from
liouterhousc, Upon arriving there at 13304, a report ias received that
Barenthal was under enemy small arms f:Lre and Colonel Hudelson requested
support . : -

e

When at 1LOOA 1 January 1945, it appeared that the right flank of
. "Hudelson Task Force" was collapsing and the possibility of the road between
Mouterhouse and Barenthal be:_ng cut L‘b. Colonol Hodge issued the follouing
orders,

"Troop MDY, Shth Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was ordered to
Barenthal to support "Hudelson Task Force", Troop “B“ 9['1.151'1 Ga.va.lry
Recommaissance Squadron, was given the nission te A0
MT, for a Possible rithdraval south to*md - '
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) "Captain Zecca was ordered to withdraw iﬁ road W 2
between louterhouse and Lemberg, Upon arriving elemp B w3 by
Troops "B" and "C" were to delay toward Lemberg, Tihe l9th- A;mored Infantry

s to withdraw to Mouterhouse and delay along.the road from Mouterhouse to
Sarreinsberg (71111-1113)" L i

! Troops "B" arfl "DV, 9hth Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, success=
fully disengaged with the enemy and withdrew to-accomplish their new missions
Arriving at louterhouse at 1530A, the leading elements of Troop "D" were
fired upon by direct fire from ‘ai!) ‘estimated 88mm SP gun attemp‘b:.ng to fight
their way forwards; They received enemy. small arms fire on the eastern _
outskirts‘of Mouterhouse, A road block was then established at T9l=L26 by
Troop "D", t6 keep the road open running southwest from Mouterhouse to
Sarreinsberg. :

The remaining elements of Troops Lzl a.nd "D" 9hth Ca.valry Reconnais—
sance Squadron, withdrew along the road from I.Louterhouse west toward Lemberg,

In the meantime Troop "C" follm'ed by Troop "B of the 117th
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, withdrew west toward Lemberg, The 19th .
Infantry supported by three tank destroyers, withdrew to Mouterhouse where
they received heavy sn:r.ﬁer fire, .

A A‘b 17004 the l%h Amored Infantry set up a line astride the road
southwest of louterhouse vicinity 776~L26 southeast to 778~L15, When word
was received that Barenthal and Mouterhouse was in enemy hands it was
decided to set up a line from Reiper’tswiller west to Sarreinsberg.

The l%h Infantry and Troop "C", ll?th Cavalry, were withdrawn
to Sarreinsberg, Our engineers had prenously prepared two, charges in the
road betiween liouterhouse and Sarreinsberg, -

i The ‘squadron command post as established at Ilingen 17QO0A 1 January
1945, Lt, Colonel Hodge and Captain Zecca reported to the Commanding CGeneral
of the Lith Armored Division at Bouxwiller for instructions, since we were
out of contact with "Hudelson Task Force", Lt, Colonel Hodge called G=3
of VI Corps, to bring him up to date on the situation, '

- " Lt. Colonel I-Iodge ascerta:.ned the location: of"Hudelson Task Force"
and reported at Reipertswiller approximately 1700A 1 January 19L5.
Instructions were received from Colonel Hudelson to hold the presént line
between Reipertswiller to Sarreinsberg, This line.was established and held
by elements of the 9lhth Cavalry Recomnaissance Squadron, Troop,"C", 117th
Cavalry- Reconna.lssance Squa.dron and the 1%9th Infantry Battalion.’

EarIy 2 January 19)45, elements of the 1?9'hh Infantry Regiment
arrived to support our positions, The commanding officer, Colonel liurphy,
was informed of the entire situation by O800A 2 January 1945 at our squadron’
comma:.d post. He employed his bat‘bal:.ons gencrally along our defensive line,

: Tate on 2 Ja.nuatry l9l;5, “Hudelson Task Force" informed It. Colonel
Hodge that the 117th Cavalry: Reconnaissance Sqw.dron and the 9Lth Cavalry

Reconnalssance Squadron were relieveds The squadi'on"ﬁ%xﬁ.ﬂed gnge;g;ﬁ“ g ™
- |
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wntil 0800A 3 January 1945, and Hhiay assembled in the vicinity of Ringendorf,
Troop "C" of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, and the 19th Infantry
Battalion were engaged by the enemy at Goetzenbruck, Troop "C" was ordered
to remain in position and was later attached teo the 1?9th Ini‘antxy Regiment

Troop "AM, 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, attached to the
62d Armored Ini‘antry Battalion, jvas held in reserve in the. vicinity of |
Phillipsbourgs. At approximately 01304 1 January 1945, the troop was alerted
. and ordered to move up toward Bannstein (833-L47). Captain Fitz~Randolph,
the troop commander, reccived orders to set up defense positions with onc
platoon covering the road at 85L4=LL6, one platoon at Bamnstein, and the :
remaining platoon held in reserve at Phillipsbourg,

The second platoon set up positions L00 yards southeast of Bannstein
at Ol45A. This arca was already under enemy mortar, machine gun, and small '
arms fire, The third platoon moved into their sector at 851;—1;116 at 01504,
The lead armorcd car was hit and destroyed by an enemy bazooka, Four of our
men were wounded, It was determined that, the encmy already held this ground,
New positions were taken up at the road junction (85L=hlli); already under
enemy small arms fire., The first platoon, then in reserve, was ordered to
support the third platoon in this sector near the road-aunctn_on.

The cnemy maintained strong pressure against Bannstein, holding the
high ground north and east, and infiltrating from the west. At O500A a
patrol was sent from Bannﬂ'tcln east to contact the third platoon at the road—
Junction (85L=LLli), but it failed to return., A sccond patrol was sent out
and it found the abandoned jeep riddled, and the road cut by the enemy at
8hs=hL2, The only route remaining open for the second platoon, was through
Bannstein, then cul southweste. When it was apparent that Bannstein was in
enemy hands and the platoon ammunition exhausted, the platoon withdrew (06004 )
with their vehicles through heavy and very intense cnemy small arms 'fire,
Several of the bantamsgwerc riddled and two men wounded,

+ . i

The first platoon rcached the road-junction at 0230A and supported
the third platoon, Heavy firefights continued and the enemy started to
infiltrate into "A" Troops positions. It was decided to withdraw the vehicles
toward Bannstein, They found the road cut by the enemy, then orders were
given to withdraw to the east toward Phillipsbourge .The fricndly. infontry
had already withdrawn- from the north of our positions,

The first platoon withdrew first, taking only the armored cars of
both the first and third platoons. The route of vithdrawal was covered writh
heavy enemy small arms, machine gun and bazooka fire, and the jeeps could
not possibly survive the firec. One armored car of the first platoon was hit
with a bazooka but wms able to proceed to safetys The balance of the men -
of this platoon and those of the third platoon, iwerec reorganized by Lt. Gaugs,
third platoon leader, . When he found it impossible to mount these men in

- bantams, he had them withdraw dismounted across countrye They came through
several small streams +/ith water up their waiste This dismounted group
totaled about 25 men, completely irithout ammunition for their personal
weapons, They arrived sai‘ely at Phillipsbourg.ar %Q’?ﬁ% m M SRR § D
: » i |
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The highest possiblc qualitics of leader b ¥ %ré‘ display J@}@- i
leaders of the first and third platoons in withdrau > all thejra g s
ment and maximum number of mén, under the most :.nt. 58 ¥némy small arms,

'machlne gun and bazooka fire,

- At 1300A 1 January 19h5, Captain Fitz-Randolph was informed by
Colonel leyers, Cormna.ndlng Officer of the 62d Armored Infantry, that-an enemy
armored column was approaching Phillipsbourg, -Captain Fitz-Randolph was
ordered to take his remaining equipment and personnel, and delay this column -
southeast of Phillipsbourg, He was to allow the enemy column to pass through,
then hit’ them from the rea.r. ; '

Positions were organa.zed by lhOOA and maintained until 16004, A new
misgion was then assigned Troop UA", as the threatening enemy column attack '
did not materialize. , ) A : i :

- 5
LA

* DNew positions were taken up in an infantry role northwest of Phillip=-
sbourg £illing a2 gap between an engineer and a tank destroyer unite In the
meantime, the seécond platoon of Troop "A", had rejoined their Troop and was
employed in this new mission. The above posit‘ion ves maintained until 1100A

2 January 1945 vdthout eneny contact. z

. Troop "A" was rel:t.eved from attadhment to the 62d Armored Ini‘antzy
Battalion, and returned to the control of the 11Tth Ga.valry Reconnaissance
Squadron, at 15004 2 January 19L5. i3

| It is estmted that Troop "A" inflicted in excess of 150 enemy -
casualties, not counting casualties inflicted by our morbars. Troop "AY
lossea were ten men uounded and nine men missing. T

§ ! ~

C‘ONCLUSIOh

L3

les The sector assigned to the 11?th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
(Mecz) and its attached units consisted of heavily wooded and hilly berraine
There was only one secondary road leading into the sector and a limited number
of trails, In keepingwith the limitations and capabilities of mechanized
cavalry, it was found necessary to employ the maximum' fire power of all weapons
‘while engaged in an infantry role, The particular sector was of a definite
infantry character, therefore the mechanized cavalry platoons, which consist
of twenty nine men and one officer, organized their positions as strong points
of resistance, mutually supporting each other by f:r.re. Nono of the platoons
employed were up to i‘ull strength. : ] ;

2. Just prior to the heavy eneny *attack at m:r.dn:i.g‘ht on 31 December l9h11,
thé entire squadron sector was defended Lby a double apron of barbed iire,
A secondary line of concertina wire was installed with anti-personnel mine
fields'between the barbed irire and the cOncer‘bim. In addition all probable
enemy "’ approaches leading tovard our positions were booby trapped and trip
flares were installed, Each platoon sector was organized as a strong point
of resistaonce, automdtic weapons dug in with alternate positions prepared,
Connecting trenches to all, gin positions were duge, Fields of fire were improved
condtantly up until the atback. -Armored cars and light tanks were either dug
in or placed in hull defilade poeitlon. Automatic fire of every ueapon 1..ras
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coordinated to cover the entire area and to support elements of the right and

lefts Additional automatic weapons without crews were dug in position wherever
. possible to provide the maximum degree of sustamed‘i‘n‘e in the event of a

heavy a.’t.tack in forces . i

3¢ On the late afternoon of 31 December l9hh, liajor Samsel, Executive
Officer, 117th Cavalry, accompanied by Lt, Colonel leyers, Uommanding Officer
62d° Armored Infantry Battalien, and Captain Barnaby, Commanding Officer Troop
"B", 117th Cavalry, personally inspected each gun position in Troop "B" 1i7th
Ga.valry Recomaissance Squadrons sector. Upon the completion of this inspection
Major Samsel informed Lt, Colonel Hodge that in his opinion, the defense in
the "B" Troop sector was excellent’ and that he had never seen a better position
prepared since being in combat in Italy and France, *

v Lie Direct communication by irire was established from squadron head=
quarters to all troop commend posts, In turn each platoon was also in direct
communication by wire to their troop command posts, All wire communication
vias supplemented by radio communication including dowm to section level, As |
a result, there was a constant flow of spot information which made it possible
to exercise complete control of the situation along the entire sector, It
further insured a2 coordinated successful withdrawal, permitting the maximum
number of personnel to fall back, when, ordered to do so.

: S5e¢ .The enemyls initial attack against the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron (lfecz) sector consisted of a minimum of 1,000 enemy troops.” From
the manmer in which the enemy attacked, in a most fanatlcal fashiony it is
believed that the enemy personnel must have received-a stimulating shot of -
some druge The epemy attacked in waves, standing up, screaming and yelling,
never falter:l.nﬂ against witherlnr? automatic and artillery fires A conservative
estimate by responsible leaders indicated that the enemy suffered a minimum
of 50% in casualties in his initial attacke. The total enemy casualties
inflicted by personnel of the'117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (mecz)
from the initial attack alone, m:.dm.ght 31 December 194li to 1200A 1 January
1945, is, estimated at a minimum of 1,000 enemy, This does not include enemy
losses by unobserved arti}.lery and morta.r fire,

64 Each ofi‘_hcer and non-commissioned officer displayed the qual:.ty of
leadership in a superior mam{er. Had this quality been lacking or had any=-
thing less than a superior effort heen exerted, it would not have been possible
to continue to defend their positidns' against overwhelming odds and against
a fanatical enemy, nor would they have been able to inflict such severe
casualties against the enemy's determined attack, When the order was given to
withdraw, the platoons fo'v ght their way through the enemy who had infiltrated
and surrounded their posn.tlons. The leaders again displayed remarkable
control by withdrawing the maximum number of personnel to the new 3ei‘ense
line being formed, This is attested by the"light casualties suffered by all
personnel of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (lieez)-Killeds on EM,
Woundeds one (1) officer, twelve (12) EM, Missings One (1) officer, twenty
four (2L;) EM, Total thirty nine (39) casualties,
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: Te ILeaders exerc:.sed kee gw&in&rﬁ awr vrith
whatever equipment possible 3 uhstdhces,  F zht to the
point where it was no longer pdbsflble to physidglly dpﬁc posn.tlons s the -
" decisions were made on the spot Wwhen seconds counted whether to abandon, destroy,
or remove equipment, Many decisions decree that to order the men to remove
the lighter vehicles would have meant sure-death in exposing personnel to
the heavy enemy fire, The decision athand, therefore, was either to bring out
the maxdimm of persomnel with the minimum of personnel with the minimum of equip-
ment, or'the possibility of attempting to withdraw with the majority of the
equipment with slim hope of surviving the enémy'!s fire, and living to fight
the enemy another day. Specialized personnel of mechanized cavalry requires
extensive training, Current replacements are unsatisfactory, therefore each -
seasoned and battle tested man lost wwuld be exceedingly difficult to replace,

Vehicles losses sustaineds

Armored Cars M8 - Twelve (12)
Jeeps, 1/l ton =~ Thirty eight (38)
Light Tanks MSA1 ~ Six (6)

Half Tracks M3A1l - Two (2)

8y The following amount of ammunition ims expended by the 11Tth
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz) from the time of the initial attack
at midrnight 31 December 194l to 1200A 1 January 1945, Ammunition expendi-
tures of attached and supporting organizations not included,

30 Cal, ' Belted 116,000 rounds
- 30 Cale Rifle 53100 rounds
30 Cal,. Carbine 33500 rounds
L5 Ccal, lh,220 rounds
50 Cal, 63225 rounds
37 mn ’ 1,080 rounds
60 mm (Mortar) 260 rounds
81 mm (Mortar) 90 rounds
105 mm (Howitzer) 800 rounds
Grenades 275

9¢ As a result of the above action the following number of citations
arc being submitted for persomnel of the 117th Cavalry Reconna;.ssance
Squadrons :

Distinguished Servicc Cross = One (1)
Silver Star ~ Seventeen (17)
Bronze Star ~ Pifty three (53)

10 In conclusion it is considered that the actions of the 117th
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (lecz) in e area 31 Deccmber 194l -
1 January 1945 against a fanatical and ox*cnih g Forge of Q.pemy s
exemplary, The action of all personnel’ :.nd:.catcd a keen schse O "ﬂ?

a high state of training and discipline, E
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