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HEADQUARTERS VI CORFS
APO 48 U, 8, ARNY

: 4 September 1945
BATILE BXFERIENCES, COORDINATION OF ViRIOUS ARNS

INTRODUCTION s

Successful employment of combin
of American Foreeca throughout the oo :
thres “.‘dt Mug.. B‘l.m’ ¥ 9 i
524 days of combet in Italy, France, Garndiy §
experience in the goordination of Ground, JeW
the successfiil culmization of a military opeM

mg has been an outstanding aecomplishment
fof the ware The VI (Army) Corps with

idtouthsrs France, to its credit, and
Austria, has had coasiderails
P Alr Forces dircoted towards

To illugtrote the methods end teohniques emp¥oygif: M fecting coordination,
two operations, the MEURTHE RIVER cressing oz 20 lo ’ i 944 snd the Southern
France Aissault Lending on 16 August 1944 will be discusSell in detail.

There was nothing new or startling in either operation. The MBURTHE RIVER
Orossing was deslgned for surprise; deeeption snd exploitation. Throughout the .
plazning period all Staff Sections functioned normally and operated olosely with
their corresponding sections on the Division Staffs. The Southern France Landing
might well be considored & model of command and staff coordination and illustrated”
cliearly the results which can Le obtained by experienced Ground, Naval and Alr
Forece perseansl working closely together towards the solution of a common problems

MEURTHR RIVER CROSSING

1« BITUATION -

On & Noveubor 1944 the docision of the Seventh Army Commander to force & pene=
tration of the Vesges Nountains, and destroy the ememy in the Army zone west of the
Rhime River, was tracsmitied to the Commanding General VI Corps in a writbtea dire
ective. This directive snnounced the mission of VI Corpe as follows:

a. OConbinue present cperstion. (Clearing enemy from sone west of Neurthne River.)
b. Hot later thas D plus 2 attack on axis St Dle - Strasbourg. '

. o+ Receive end Introducs inbo cosbat the 100th Infantry Division end the 10%rd
Infantry Division upon arrivel and attachment %o VI Corps.

d. Relieve and move the 45th Infantry Diviglon (18lst Tank Dettalion, 645th
7D Pattallon, 106th AAA (AW) Battallon attached) to the Bpinal, BAL'S LES
BATVS Army Rest Center ou or before 10 Novesber. These unite revert te
Army Reserve oa arrival in Army Rest Areas

%V Corps on VI Corps' left was assigned the mlssion of attacking en D-Day,
Suppehourg, forcing the Saverns Oap wnd exploiting to the

= e e t French Army om VI Corps' right

¢ jrogression of the VI Corps

with the proclem of foreing & orossing of
the Meurthe Piver, penetrating the high Vosges passes snd debouching ou to the
Alssce plains Asveilable to mccomplish this misslon were four Infantry Divisions,
the 3d and $6th Infaentry Divisions both of which had been in eontinuous combst
sinoe the assault lending in Southern France on the 16%h of August, the 100th sad
1034 Infastry Divisions both of whioh had yet %o receive their baptiem of fires

.alu
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Eight batteliong of medium and heavy Artillery were operating umder the command

ef the Corps Artillery Commander and two Engineer Combat Regiments, the 36th and
48th, were availsble for employment by the Cerps Rugimeer. . In addition, the Army
Comnander had indieated the possible atiachment of a combat command from the newly
arrived l4th Armored Division should the situatiom develop that its employment
appeared to be feassble. The 36th Infanmtry Divisiom with the 4424 Regimental Combat
Team attached was occupying a 35 mile front and in addition was strongly eagaged

on ite' left in olearing the heavily forested and rugged Foret Domaniale de Champ
northeast of 8bs Dies On 6 November the 100th Infentry Division commenced the relisf
of the 45th Infantry Division and on 10 November the 103d Infantry Division commenced
relief of the twe right regiments of the 3d Infantry Division, the 7th sad 30th
Infantry Regiments, S

2. TERRAIN:

Two pisces of high ground flanked and dominated the most likely crossing sights
of the Meurthe River between St. Die and Raon L'Etape. One was the heavily wooded
hill mass on the east side of the river north of Raon L'Btape and the other was
-the heavily weeded hill mass on the west side of the river southwest of St. Die.
Both in the vicinlty of Reon L'Ftape dnd Just west of St. Die the wooded ares
extended up to the baaks of the leurthe River. On the west side of the Meurthe,
midway between Raon L'Btape and St. Die n low open cultivated ares had been cut
out of the forest, This area however was undulating and though seemingly exposed
to observation from the high ground on the east side of the river did in fuet
afford consgiderable ground cover for Infmatry troops, though very little in the
way of flash defilade for artillery or concesled concentration areas for engineer
equipment or transportation. Further east on the eother side of Weurthe, the ground
rose gradually into the roughest part of the Vosges Mountains culminating in the
dominating mountaln mass of Le Donan. The area was 75X wooded and the prineiple
roads followed the stream beds. :

Only seoondary roads orossed the ridge lines and they were winding with the
steep grades susceptible to blocking by demolition end abatis. The St. Die =
Strasbourg road may be considered the parting line of the Vosges Mountains. The
Junotion polat of two ranges was found at the town of Saales, 12 miles from St.
Dle and the highest point on the St. Die - Strasbourg road. This area, known as
the Samles Pass, wae the easiest pass of the Vosges. fetween St. Die and Raom
L'Etape &ll roads leading to Strasbourg funieled imto this pass.

The Meurthe River flowing from 8t. Die to Raen L'Btape normally averaged 50 -
80 feet wide at 8t, Die and 50 - 100 feet wide iz the vicinity of Raom L'Etape.
A period of continuous rainfall had ewellen the Meurthe River to flood stage. A%
some points the river formed a wet gep of more than 560 feet. However, a period
of it had an average depth of 3 fest which during heavy rains rose to 6 ~ & feet,
The banks were generally suitable for the constructlon of military bridges throughe
out its lemgth, The bed was formed of gravels The flow varied from three miles
per hour normally, t0 6 = 7 miles per hour following heavy rains. Sumerous streams
flowed down from the high ground on either side, the prineiple ome of which the
Plaize River, drained the area south of the dominating Le Donan to the vicinity of
Raon L'Etape. while the Meurthe River crossed the Corps zone of advance, most of
the smaller stroams paralleled the line of approach, .

3. ERMY SITUATION: K \

VI Corps was opposed by elements of the XLVII P2 Gorps of the 6th PZ Army and
the LXIV Corps of the 10th Army. In contact were 21 identified battsliouns and in
reserve 19 battallons ropresenting an effeotive combat stremgth of approximately
€,800. Since 1& Notober the ememy had fought a stromg delaying setion from the
Vortange River to the Meurthe River defense line., IHis reaotion to our attacks
had been divided into three phases. . First, a stubborm defense from dug-in
positions which oontimued until the successfil bresoh of his positions ia the
Bruyers - “elmont ares by the surprise attack of the 3¢ Iafantry Division. Second,
& peried of disorgsanisation as a result of our breakthrough on the Zrouvelisures =
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Los Rouges Baux axis during which our forces made substantlial advacces and
captured many prisoners. And finally a stroag delaying sction made possible by
the commitment of 10,000 reinforcements on the Corps front. The last phase

showed the importance which the ememy attached to stepping the VI Corps advance
and the threat that it posed to the Vosges defense line thioh he hoped to stabilige
during the winter.

At present the enemy retained only a meager footheold west of this defensive
position aloang the Weurthe River line. In the Corps zome its line remained geaeral-
ly Badenviller = Racn L'Btape ~ St. Die - Fralse ~.Cerardmer. With the exception
of the ares between 5t. Die and Fraise, were there had been comnsidersble defensive
work in the open terrain, the defenses had been generslly concentrated on strong
points Govering the most favorable routes of advance through the Vosges Heouatains,
towards Strasbourge This defense line hed besn under construction for sever al
weeks, the euemy employing Orgenization Todt to supervise the work. In gemeral the
line censisted of extensive trench systems, pill boxes, wire, AT ditches and
prepared gun emplacewsnts.

4. FACTORS AFFECTING FLAKKRING:

The Corps Commander and staff were thus feoced with two immediste problems.
First, the plenning and conduct of an operation that would place the Corps in a
position to foree a oreossing of the Meurthe, Second, the planning snd conducting
of the river erossing operating itself preparsd te exploit the sucoess gained there-
from. Obviously, deily developments of the first epontieu would oemtinuously
influence the plamning of the second.

Accordingly, Fleld Onlor Number 7 was issued on 7 November 1944. Eriefly, the /
conception of the mansuver directed in Field Order Number 7 was as follows; The
gone of operation of the 3d Infantry Division was reduced to a regimeatal fromt,
thus permittiag the relief of two regiments for e peried of rest and objective
training in preparation for an assault srossing of the river, lesving to the other
regimeat the job of clearing enemy pookets in its sone East of the Meurthe and
in position to conduet the reconnaissance and patrol actions necessary for the
planning of &~ assault orossing. The 100th Infantry Uivision was to relieve the
45th Infantry Division as required by Arny order, and in additio:, from the
Bacoarat bridgehead to attack South aleng the East bank of the river teo seize the
dominating hill mass Horth of Reon L'Btape mentioned previously as one of the key
terrain features affecting a Meurthe orossing to the South. The 103d Infsntry
Divigion was to clear the high ground Southwest of §t. Die on the West aide of
the Meurthe River. Beth the attacks of ths 100th Infamtry Division and the 1054
Infantry Divislon were limited objective attacks whioch, it was felt, would ine-
troduce these division into combat without the shattering effect that toeo diff-
foult a task might have on green troops. The gone of the 36th Infantry Division
was reduced gomewhat by the sandwiching in of the 1034 Infantry Divisicn. This
division's combat efficlency had beon materially reduced by the stremuous fighting
and physieal hardships it had undergone since its agsault lunding on the Southern
beaches. Conseguently it was assigned s holding mission sccompanisd by certain
limited objeetive attacks and extensive patrelling designed to fix on that front
the enemy trosps acw opposing the division.

Thus, it can be seen that the Corps was prepared for any of several eveat~
ualities. Should the atteck of the 100th Infantry Division meet umsxzpected sucoess,
this success could de exploited by the 5d Infandry Division without an assault
river cressing being necesssry. Should the atteack of the 103d Imfantry Division
susceed in achieving a breakthrough of the enemy lines Weat of the Meurthe it
was conceivable that bridges in the 8t. Die ares might be selzed and a crossing
affected without the necessity of conductiag a full seale asssult of the river
line, Here too the 54 Infantry Division would be svallable for expleitation. Ia
any event, the successful asoomplishment of their mission by the 103d Infam
Division and the 100th Infantry Division would give the Corps command of the orrain
necessary to proceed with its assault of the river line, and it was felt would
draw enemy troops and attention away from the Clairrefontaine - St. Michel grea
where mumlt m;mum mﬂmndnbttMt these migsions



would bo secomplisghed because ¢f the considersble superiority of men and
materiel which were concentrated to do the jobs Acscordingly staff planniag
proceeded based on these concepts. S

6+ STAFF FROBLEMS
A ﬂ.fti!!.ﬂ X

Seleotion gnd eoerdimation of artillery position zrzas was & partioular
problem beosuse of the limited suitable ares avallabls and the exposed naturs of
the terrain. Corps srtillery, groups commanders and division artillery commanders -
sarried out joint recemnaissance to insure eguiteble distribubion snd most adven~
tageous pesitions for all types of weapons from 8" howitzers to multiple §0 cale
iber Anti-Adreralt half-trecks. In addition to mormal 3d Divieion Artillery
Battalions, § 165 howitzer battalions, 1 165 gus battalion, 1 8™ howitzer battery,
a Tank Destroyer battalion and o battery of %0mm snti-airoraft guns were emplaced
in the area of §d Division making the mein effort. This artillery area was mo
larger than that normelly required for a division artillery. All movemont had teo
be made at night and positions had %o be prepared at night for sbout a week before
the attack, meking detailed coordination a prime requisite. Repeated stafl visits
and oonferenses on the ground was the only answers

In addition to digging attack positions, dummy positions were prepared and
registered from in the gone of the 100th Divisien, This phase was coordinated by
group Commanding Officers and the Commending Gemeral 100th Division Artillery.

PDotailed target studies were sterted about a week before the contemplated
attack dete and were earried out simulteneously by eorps and divisions with a
matual exchange of informetion. BDased on these studies, Corps selected position arsas,
determined prierity of targets and allotment of guns and smmunition to divisions.
Confersnces between bebtween Corps and Division Artillery §-3's aided in completing
detailed fire plans of divisions and upon their submission t2 corps, neo-fire iiness
and schedules were coordinated and Corps Artillery 8-2 checked the plans for com=
Pleteness of coverage of enemy defenses. A fortunate last-minute set of aerial
photes received by Corps Artillery 8~2 gave several changes of location whish were
included in final fire plana. )

Based on the indlicated concentration of enemy batteriss and other defensges,
groups and battallon assi ts were made according to Amnex Fumber 3 to Fleld
Order Wumber 8, The umm (right to left) between Carps battallions and
Division Artilleries was established. Terrain compartments snd a poor roadnef
made this pertileularly difficult, but a workable arrsngement of lateral telephone
lines solved the preblem.

Coordination of movement was of particular importance in the 34 Division
sactor beomuse only eme poor road was aweilable for movement of the divisgion and
supporting artillery. A shortage of corps ertillery battalions made it necessary
te leave in position until the last minute those battalions supperting attacks of
the 100th Division and 1034 Division, thea moving the battalions to the 3d Division
area for the main attesk. Since the assault elements of the 34 Division were also
moving to the area at the last possible minute, it weg imperative that minmute details
of traffio contrel and schedules be worked out, Corps artillery battalioas eo-
ordinated directly with division traffic control officers om this problem.

£

Field Artillery annex to the Corps Field Order was written by the artillery
representative at Corps Headquarters, but staff visits hed given divisicnal arte
il] ehd groups all the necessary informstion as to wmunition restrictions and
organization for ecmbet prier to the publishing of the order. ' '

be Alr Suppert :
Before discussing the detalls of air support plamning, a brisf outline
of the organization of the air support teams working with the Corps is desirabls, -



Operating as part of the forward echelom of the Corps Headquarters was a team from
the 64th Pighter Wiag, XII TAC, comsisting of a Controller Seotion and a Commun=
ications Section, The Controller Section was organised with three officers and two
enlisted, the efficers all having had ‘combet experiesee in flying fighter-bomber
migsions., The Communications Section provided wier, radio, and switchboard fage
ilities. In addition, a Hadar section whose Jjob it wes o mssist in the locatiom
and control of the inceoming flights, operated in comjumction with the air suppors
team. The team had its own direct telephone add redio communiocation to the 84th
Fighter Wing, te Army Headquarters, to all divisions of the Corps, and wae alse

in constant radie eommunication with every flight in the air in support of the
Seventh Army. Each division had attached to it an eir support team organiszed alemg
similar lines but with fewer personnel and without the Rader Section. An iluterest-
ing development, known as "RGGBASKET" had been made in the use of the Radar Sectiem.
When the fighter~bombers were unable to locate the desired target because of weather
conditions or other reasons they were directed into enemy territory and contrelled
by the use of Radar to alarge pre-designated targe® such as extensive marshalliag
yards or other areas of military significances When the Radar location determined
them to be over the target, they were ordered through the air support team to drop
their bowbs and return home. This system, though edmitedly inscsurate for precise b
bombing, did save jettisoning of bombs in a helter-skelter manner.

Target studies covering all the ememy territory in front of the Corps were,
of course, continuous bessd on photo interpretations, PW interrogations, artillery
sounter-battery reperts, civilian reports and all other available sources of ememy
informations With the plamning of the Meurthe erossing as directed by the Gerps
Commander these studles were immediately intensified with the particular view of
seleoting those targets suitable for air bombardment which would mest serieously
effeot the success of the crossing and its exploitetion., In addition each divigica
submitted daily a list of air targets with the attack priority indiocsted. These
requests were congolidated and coordinated with Ge2 Alr for any additions or
changes. Conferences were held between Corps and Army G-3 Airs and the Operations
Officer of the XZIl TAC. Based upon the Corps Scheme of mmmeuver and the availe
ability of airera’t, a plan for softening and diversiomary bombardment and a plam
for direct support bombardment once the erossing was under way was developed.

Three factors influeaced the pre-crossing bombardment program; first, direst
air support was necessary for the the 100th and 103d Divisions who would launch
their attaek prior %o the 3d Division's assmult orossing, second, an obvious pattern
of bombing in froamt of the 3d Infantry Division would give an indleation to the
enemy that an asseult erossing in that area was likely, thrid, a definite limitation
on aireraft existed due to the nccessity that XII TAC support with maximum sireraft
XV Corps attack which was to oommence two days prier to that of VI Corps. It
was planned ther-fors, to intensify the close air suppert in front of the 100th
Divigion, both to aseist that attack and to ereste the impression of a main effort
on that fronte In addition deep targets on the front of the 3d Infantry Divisios
would be attacked., Omly on the afterncon prior to the crossing were the elose in

targets on the 3d Division's front to be attacked,

¥othods of control of the close support airoraft had become standard in

the Corps and were operating very successfullys No unususl system or speeifie
plaaning was required in this respect. The most successful method of control was
the use of the L=5 type airoraft in radio commmication with the Corps amd division
controllers and flights in the air. This plane was known as “HORSEFLY". HORSEFLY
would logate the target by air recornalssance and call the controller who im turn
would turn the next imeoming flight over to HORSEFLY, The HORSEFLY pilot, whe
was also an experienmced fighter-bomber pilot, together with his observer, s traized
ground officer, would thenm brief the incoming flight in the air and lead them %o
the target. Where the location of the target was difficult, colered artillery
smoke would be fired on the locatlom. This was ooordinated through the air suppors
team and en artillery officer at Corps Headgquarbers. If a target of opportumity
was losated by s ground source its location was desoribed through the air controller

the HOWSEFLY in the alr who would then attempt to locate it by air reconnaissances.
In the event that HORSEFLY was not available the incoming fighter-bomber flights
would be briefed in the air by the ground controller, snd colored artillery smoke
empioyed to assist in its lecation. This system however never proved as dependable
88 the HORSEFLY recomnaissance. In speeific divisiomal targets, an incoming flight
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sad HORSBFLIGHET would be given over to the Divisieam Gontroller who followed the
same procedure as outlined. : :

It was standard practice with the Corps for the 0-3 Air snd a representative
of the Corps Artillery Officer to work very clesely together on plans for the sume
ployment of both air and artillery. They were esteblished, in fact, in the same
office. Targets were discussed and where possible were taken under artillery fire,
thus releasing a lighter-bomber flight for a more suitable air target. In certain
arcas couster-flak programs were fired to assist [Mlghter-bosbers into a target with
sinimum interferesces Through the close coordinstion of artillery and air repre~
sentatives in the Corps Headguerters meximum aseistance between artillery and air
was effected and maximum efficiency of e target attack attained.

¢ BEngineer
Following the Corps crossing of the Voselle Fiver in late September immediste

steps were talwa by the Corps Engineer to determine the oxsot nature of the Meurthe
River, the next obstacle lying astride the Corps axis of sdvance. Information was
obtalned by contacts with the Freasch authorities, nemely the Department of "Poants

ot Chauesses” and the Department of "Bau et Forets". From these sources and with
excellent photographic coverage furnished by Seventh Army Photo Center a study was
prepared and distributed to the Carps and Division laginsers detailing the dimensions
of bridges, poesible bridge sites, depth of wuter, anticipated velocities and
nature of bed and banks. This study was distributed to troeps during the last week
of Qotober. A sscond more complete study together with complete phote coversge of
the Weurthe River from north of Becarrat to south of St. Die-was distributed to all
division and Corps eagineer battalions two weeks prior to the ectual oroesing.

Duriag the stafl plananing phase of this operation a detailed terrain estimate
with annotated maps was prepared and furnished to the Corps Staff. i
Due to the flooded mature of the low lands bordering the river it became

apparent that bridges must be constructed on or close by the existing structures
wiioh would be demolished as our attack got underway., The Corps Eagineer deolded
that class 40 erossing must be construoted in the vieinity of Etival - Clairfoataine
and §t. Michel = Sur = Meurthe in order to open an Main Supply Reute for each
division once the bridgohead was established. GSuiteble bridging was adse earmarked

' for pessible use in the oity of Reon L'Etape when the eity was taken by the advance
of the 100th Division from the Bacarrat bridgehesd and for the opening of the Carpe
Nain Supply Routs through the oity of St, Die.

As the Corps mala effort wus in the sones of the 34 and 1034 Divisions, it
was decided to place the 38th Bngineer Combat Regiment less ome company im support
_of these two divisions.’ '

lio attempt was made to attach the Corps engimeers directly to either division
a8 the engineer was bound by exiasting river conditions %o corstruot erossings at
definite sites on the river regerdless of which divigion was concerned. Liaison
officers from the 38th Bngineer Combat Regiment were detailed to the Division
Bagineers of the i end 103d Divisions for the operstion. The 48th Engineer Combat
Sattalion was direoted to support the advasoe of the 36th Infantry Division with oue
company while the balance of the battalion was directed to open the Corps Main Supply
Route through Ste Dies. A conference was oslled by the Corps Engineer of the various
Division Engineers and the Sattalion Commanders of the corps eangineers. At hia time
the allotment of availeble bridging was made to the setisfaction of all conesrasd.

. The Corps Engineer stressed the necessity for nct atiaching Corps Bagineesr troops to
divisions as there were definite on=the-ground jobs to bs mcocemplished regardless of
the tacticel boundaries set up or the trocps lavolveds As the main offort was im the
vieinity of ETIVAL-CLAIRFPONTAISE and ST. MICHRL-SUR-MEURTHE the 38th Engineer Combat
Regiment of three battalions was assigned the miselon of constructing orossings at
these locationse The 48th Bugineer Comdat Sattalion, was directed %o open the Corps
MSR through 87, DIE at the earliest possible mement. This orossing site was oleared
by the flanking astion of the main effort. BSupporting the bridging operations wers
the 196th Engineer Dump Truck Company (Provisional Treadway Bridge Gompsny) and
Gompany C, 578th Engineer Separate Battalion (Provisiosal bailey Bridge Company),
These ualts were attached to the Combat Engineers as the antiocipated migsions requireds



de Armer
The Corpe had on its troop list at this time two medium teank battalions and

two self-propelled Tank Destroyer battalions. Censequently, to give each of the four
Infantry divisicas some acoompanying direot support Armor it was nesessary to break up
the battalion erganizetion by attaching separste tank and tank destroyer companies to
the 100th and 103¢ Infentbry Divisions. BExperience had shown that the Infantry seldier
fights with more assurance when the direct support of medium tenks 1s readily available
to him., Congequently, it has been an habitual practice in the Corps teo keesp a tank and
& tank destroyer battalion attached to an Infautry Divislon and even when necessary,
to break up the battalien organization so that some tank support would everywhere be
available to the assault Infantry. From the Corps point of view the prebablility of gete
ting an armored combet comamand, however, ndc NOCTBIAYY tha planning of its employmeut,

Torrain studies wers made with a vin Pfor determining what ground iz the Corps -
sone was suitable. The result of this study showed that the area immediately adjaceut
to the ridge line road betwoen MOYENMOUTIER and SAALES was the only ground in which say
large scale deployment of Armor could be effected asd even in this area it was felt
that the continued rains would probably have made the ground so boggy that it weuld not
hold medium tanks. However, the rather expausive road net which existed SOUTH of the
SAALES pass would pormit tihe operation of many small armored task forces over a broad
front.

Beoause of the gemerally uasuitable terrain conditions for employment of Armor
in any mass the Corps Commander determined to use CCA enly in the event that a camplote
breakthrough of the ememy psoitions was achisved and the opsration took on the naturs
of a pursuit, Once a debouchment from the VOSGES was effected, the broad and undilate
ing oxpanses of ths ALSACE plain offered comdéiderable pruiu for the employment of an
arzored combat owmmand.

s Intelligence g

The first and a very important rupcui.hluty of G-2 during the plasning phase
of the Meurthe River erossing was to indoctrinate the Antelligence staffs of the twe
new divisions on the importance of combat intelligence. The Corps (-2 imstructed the
new division steffs to report specifically what, when, where, and source of information,
A brief general evaluation of informatlion was encouraged as it was found that epportun=
itiea to evaluate information were often overlooked because of the mass of information
available at diviglon level which often times makes tihe enemy actions and intentions
appear too.ebviouse A offort was made to diseourage the useage, at rogimental and
-~ battalion level, of sush phrases as "etiff and heavy resistance”, as relative terms fail
to convey an ssourate and true picture of the enemy setivity. The new units were ingte
ructed to transmit by the most expeditious mssns, direct to the Corps 8-3, flash reports
of new identifioations, movement of ememy reserves, locoations of armored units m an=
ey air sctivity,

In conjunstion with the Corps Engimeer, & terrain study was propared of the

8T. DIE area to study the effect of terrain on our future operations. As a result of
the terrain study the following points were brought to light,s

(1) GW. The terrain afforded
exgollent cover for troops and vehicles. o Area was umder forest.
Fields of fire were extremely limited.

(2) % Observation was very limited due
to extousive forests. A local Freamch sted an exocellent ememy observatien
post at V-384822, overlooking the uuthon approach te ST, DIR.

(3) Obstacles. The Meurthe River snd limited road

:ﬂ east and northeast of the Meurthe RiVer canalised the movements of troops snd vehle=
u. . »
(4) 'zm.et_rmmm-

i. Forest betwesn Montagre and Meurthe Rivers.
+ High ground to the southwest a-d northesst of §7. DIR.

:
.
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(6) Tactical Effect of Terrain.

: se Base with which emeny may select alternate defense lines,

suitable for infiltration tactics snd use of aati Sek axd anti persosnel mines,

be Advance restricted by the ease with which meuutain roads cam
be defended. - : A

8. Terrain affords relatively few Corps artillery position areas.

s Terrain severely limits the use of armored forge vehisles.

®e Limited road met requires detailed traffic ccatrol and supply.
planning at Cerps level. _ :

During the planning phase the Target Intelligemce Seotion, comsisting of Asst
ACof 8, G-2, G=E Photo Interpreter, aud an artillery intelligessce officer processed
all available istelligence on enemy supply ianstallations, treop concentrations, move=
ment of men and material, rail and road nets, artillery positions, and strong peinte
in order to prepare %arget recommendations for the Corps artillery snd 6-3 (Air), To .
support the attack on D-Day, special emphasis was plased on the preparation of intell=
igence for olose suppert bombing and artillery fire ia the enemy's MLR, To provide
maximum harssssent of the enemy's MSR, the U~2 (Alr) and 0-3 (Alr) coordimated the
requests for visual tactical recomnsissance and armed recounaissance. To supplement
the tactical visual recounaissance and to provide contiuuous surveillancs of the tap-
get area, alr artillery observers were employed to the maximum sxtent femsible with=
out interference with artillery spotting missions, to observe and report enemy move-
ments on the Corps freat, with particular attention to road movements of moterised and
mechanlised feoroes. 2

fe Supply '

Durxng the plenniang phage there was sufficient time to complete the build up
of Army dumps in the EPINAL area. Therefors, sufficient ammunition of all types was
stocked in forward AJ8.F.'s to allocate VI Corps emough for a 14 day offensive. The
supply of 7émm gun amso was built up im A.8.F.'s enough so that 17 W4AS tanks with
7émm guns oould be alleted to emch tank Bm. This was the first time the N4AD w/76mm
gun had been uged in VI Corps and gave the tank ins congiderebly mere pumchs Irask
extenders to equip 50X of the tanks were alloted to each tank Ba. Corps sub-alloted
the Amy allesation to the divielons and Corps Arty, holdiag a Corps reserve to be used
where needsd to support the main effurt wherever it doveloped. Plans were made Where=
by Army would establish sdvance truck-heads in the Rasbervillers and St. Die arcas as
the situatlon develeoped.

The 5rd Divigion developed a plan to use tesks snd TD's smphibiously. BSuffie=
ient shrouds sad waterproofing meterial were procured to gerviece ) Company of eachs
Alse 12 "Dukws® were used to mount AT Guna. 4

Due to the extremely difficult terrain ahead of the Corps,paskboards were proe
cured and issued on the basls of 500 %0 eaoh divisiom. iules weres also requested and
- & Qm Pack Irain Co was made available for Corps use if needed.

Bquipping the new units, the 100th and 103rd Divisions and CCA 14th Arsored
presented somewhal of & problem. The Infantry Divigions arrived in the Corps area short
geserators, lanterns, mine detectors, aiming posts and osmouflage mets but wers supplied
from Army stooks befors they were committed. Since the Combat Command did not have a
truck company %o mssist in its supply, & platoon of s Corps truck company was attashed.
The Corps truck company was loaded with supplies, prineipally gssoline, and slerted
to follow up the armercd colusm if a break through was made,

Provisional Truck Companies were made up from the 3rd end 56th Divisicns, Corps
Arty and the AA Srigade. These were used as needed to mssist in moving the 4ith Dive
ision to the rest ares and the two new Infantry Divisions to the assesmbly arsa from
detralning poiants. '

€« BRIBFING OF SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS

- @« A% a ooufersuce conducted by the Corps Hsadquarters at GRAVDVILLIERS on the
afternoon of 10 Novesber 1944 the Corps Commander outlined to his Divisien " mnanders
the operations imeident to the Corps mission. He press:ted three placs, all of whish
involved orossing of the MEVRTHE River by the &rd Infastry Division., Plans A asd &
called for the Srd Division to oross the MEURIHE in the vieimity of ST MICHEL
and to establish an imitial bridge head on the East baak. In Flan A the Srd Infentry
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Division proceeded dus East on the axis SAALES-SCHIRUMECK-STRASSOURG with the 100th
Infantry Division operating on ite left and the 108d Infambry Pivigion om its right
following an sdministrative erossing behind the 3pd Infantry Division and subsegvest
passage through its right into the South and Southesst. In Plan B the missions of bthe
3rd Infentry Divislon and the 103d Iafantry Division were interchanged after the estabe
lighment of the initial bridgehead by the 3d Infartry Division. Flan C called for

the 3rd and 1034 Infantry Divslems to eross the VRURTHE River abreast with the 354 Infe
aatry Division on the left. The sotion of emch division following ectablighiidut of
the iaitial bridgehead conformed to the mmmeuver outline of Plan A. Of these plans
the first was favored, '

The Corps Commander st the time of his eoaference indicated that the probable
date for the 3 Infa try Division orossing would be 20 November. This date was coa-
tingent upon the progress of the 100th Infaatry Divlsion in its action Southeast from
BACCARAT, and of the progress of the 103d Infantry Division on the right of the 34
Infantry Division in gei,ing the high grownd Southwest of ST DIE. Buscessful consum-~
mation of these operations would serve to draw enemy reserves from the froant aof the
5d Iofertry Division thereby weakening the esemy in the sone of orossing. Orders for
the executicm of auy one of the Corps outline plams were to be withheld pending suosess
of the sotions of the 100th Infantry Division and the 103d Infantry Divisione

7« DEVELOFMENTS FESI'D 10 - 20 1NQOVEVSER

The period 10 to 20 November was utilized to set the stage far the sgsault
orossing of the VN RTEE. The l00th Iafaentry Divigion shifted its weight from the Neet
side of the river to the North into the BACCARAT bridgehead and commenced ite attasck
South and parallel to the East Bank., This attack, though hampered by very difficult
terrain and weather conditions, initially mede good progress. The 1035d Iafentry Dive
islon completed its relief of the 3d Ianfantry Divisiom elements aud sssumed oommend
of its sone at 120500A, Preparation was imnediately loltiated for its limited object-
ive attack to geize the high ground Southwest of 87 DIE., The two relieved regiments
of the 3d Infantry Division, the 7th and 30th, withdrew to training sreas on the
WEURTHE River, and commenced at once lntensive objective traiming under eonditions
which would apprexisate those of the mctusl river orcssing, At 1609004 the 103d Iafe
sutry Division oomuenced its attack and by the 18th had seized its objective without
great diffieulty, The 36th Infastry Divislon continuved its intensive patrol mad
small soanléd attack program throughout its fromt.

At 190600A CCA of the ldth Armored Division was attached to t he Corps by Army.
This unit commented movement forward to a reserve assembly area on the 20th and arrived
on their probale employment as an exploitatiosn force, The muvement of this large unit
into the restricted forward area over the peor road net that exigted csmsed an elmost
unsolvable traffis problem howsver, mand oreated the only hiteh in an almost perfectly
exeouted operation,

The atteek of the 100th Infantry Division was, of course, watched closely and
with oconsiderable interest by the Corps Gomuanders As has been pointed cut if there
ghould be any indication of a breakthrough or & large scale enemy withdrawal on this
front, it would not be necessary for the 3d Isfantry Division to make its assault
erogsings 5y the l6th it looked ms though, from the progress of the 100th Infastry
Division, this may be possible and warning orders to that effect were issued to the
8d Infantry Division, However, between the l8th and 10th the atteek of the 100th Iaf-
antry Division had been slewsd dows, and the 8d Infantry Division was directed on the
l-"l.lnﬁer the loth to continue with its preparatioa for an assault orossisg. Fleld
Order #8, issued the evening before, would stands At 1300 on the 19th, a written Oper-
ations Instruction directing the 3d Infantry Division %o attack at 200845 sad earry '
out the provisieas of Field Order §#% was isgued.

An lateresting development and one whish conslidersble iufluenced the 3d Inf-
antry Division's plan oocured the evening of 18 lovember., The 15th Infaatry sueceeded
in orossing by beat an Infantry platoon to the far bask in the some of attmek of the
7th Iafantrye This platoom cocupied & house imwedistely in the framt of the emesy'e
main position without being detected. It reperted its situation by radic that sase
aight and wes iastruoted to hold its positios snd to observe durimg daylight om the
following day. The patrol rendered several reports during the course of the next day
indicating that the ememy was holding his main position with light forces, all of whom

_ d to be oecupying buildings aloug the RAON L'RTAFE- ST DIE highways On the
n “of the 19th the platoon was ordered to patrel to the river bank to the erossing
ares and to omntact and oriemt the footbridge sssmult platoons when they arrived at
the far bank, This operation was carried out with cemplete susceas and was imstru=
mental in assisting the assault platoons in the mescomplishment of their mission.
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8. 3D INFANTRY DIVISIOR ATTACK AND SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPUENTS

Commenecing lsmediatgly after darkmesa on the avenimg of 18 Novesber, the Foote
bridge assault platoons orossed the MEURTHE River ss plaured, and by 2400A wers iam
possession of an LD approximately 300 yds from the RAON L'ETAPE - §7 DIE highwaye
Footbridges were installed with exceptional speed, Delng eompleted by approxinetely
23604, Voot troops of the assault regiments procesded from detrucking areas to the
footbridges without imcideat. By 0800A all three battalions of the 30th Infantry and
the two assault battalions of the 7th Iufantry had erossed to the far bank sud were
poised on the LU without having been diseoversd, The reserve battalion of the Tth
Infantry was held in condesled assembly ares on the mesar bank prepared to ocross oa
order. At 0618A, the fire preparatioa was initdated. The combined fire of Divisioen.
and suppertiag Gorps Arty, Tks, TD's, AA half trasks, chemical mortars, and organie
infantry weapous placed a devastating conceamtratica on the enemy's pesiticas, This
fire continued for 30 minutes shifting et 0845A to the flasks of the sssault regiseats -
sod lifting to the ememy's rear arsas. The icfastry assault wes launched simultansously
with the lifting of fires at 0645A. Opposition was mederate, and consisted skinly of
8/A, MG and morter fire, BExtensive minefields that were encountered in fromb of the
enemy's maln positiocns inflicted approximately 150 casualties. :

By 12004, 20 November, the Tth Infantry had captured LA VOIVES (V3871) and
had pushed the advensce 2,600 meters to the Bast thereof. During the same period the
30th Infantry eaptured LA EOLLAVDE (V3772) and UIMBAUVMONT (V3E73), and was o)
the town of CLAIRFOIUTAIVE (V3874). The 15th Infwstry less the lst Hn whioh was ssgeme
bled in Division reserve at ST REMY (V8272), comtinued to ccoupy its positions along
the river, and at moon received orders to assemble by battalion prior to erossing the
footbridgess

The 56th Begr Cambat Regiment imitlated its prearations for the comstrustion
of heavy bridges at ST HICHEL and CLAIRFUNTAINE shortly after daylight on 20 Neovember,
Thelr progress was stopped throughout the morniug, however, by ememy mortar, NG, and
self-propelled fire. Acoordingly, orders were issued to the 3d Chemical Bz teo employ
its attached smoke generators from the 166th Chemical Co (SG) to smoke both bridge
sites. Due to shifting winds, and difficulty in moving generators, the smoke sovere
age of the bridge sites was unsatisfactory. Smoke pots were rext employed to influence
the soreen but were mnot entirely successful due to the faot that the aress in waich
it weg necessary to situste them were under fire, Chemical mortars wers finally employ~
ed to establish sereens on the far back and 1t was this method that proved sost satis~
factory duriang the qourse of the day of 20 Wevesber. During the might of 2021 veve
ember, conplete rendjustments were made in the location of smoke generators and smoke
pots with the result that on the morniag of 21 Wovember, smoke soverage of the entire
river line was thoreughly satisfactory, and coatributed directly to the tizely com=
pletiocn of the heavy bridges.

At approximately moon on 20 Hovember, Corps directed that twe RCT's of 1034
Infantry DPivisicn wers to be orossed over 3d Infantry Divigiea footbridges at the eare .
. liest possible moment, and following assembly oo the far bank, were to pass through
the right of the 3@ Isfantry Division asd continue ths attack to the SOUTHRAST. The
1034 Infentry Division immediately contscted the 34 Infantry Division, aid informed
fhem that the twe RCT's im quéstion (409 and 410) were ia assembly areas on the 3d
lafantry Diviale: 's right rear in vicinity of the tomm of LA BOURCONCE (VS28885). The
103d Infastry Division was requested to send 1ts reconnaissance forward to the foot=
bridges and to Lhe CI*'s of the assauls regimecta of the 3d Infantry Civision. The Agst
- Division Commander of the 3d Infantry Division was designa‘ed as coordirater of oross=
ing and weas statiomed et the footbridge sites.

Durlng the daylight hours of 20 November, the 103d Infentry Divieion commanders
congerned sompleted recoralssances of rou.es to feesbridges, formulated placs for
movement and orossing, and saintained close lisison with the msseult regiments of the
3 Infantry Division for the purpose of locating ascesbly arcss iz the wake of the sde
vanoe on the far side of the river. :

Durirg the night of 20-21 Hovember, RCI's 409 avd 410 orossed foot elements
over the four footLridges of the 34 I fantry Divisiens RBach RCT employed two foot=
bridges, The orossing was effected without imeident, aud RCT's proceeded to respestive
aszombly arous, 7 409 assembling vieloity LA vOIVEE (V879710) and RCT 410 in vieinity
e{ HIMgOnMONT (VS8C738). The orossing and assecbly was socorded full assistence and
P “m .

At 0300 on 21 November, ROT's 609 and 410 initiated their attasks to the 80UTH
SAST through the 2nd Su of the Tth Infantry, which held ‘the Tth Infastry Divisicaw
right flank, 3 Division irtillery rendered e preparetion in advance of the Jump=offe
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By the late afterncon of 21 November, the attack of the 103d Infantry Division had
progressed from 2 to 4 kma on its entire front, At 1430A on aftarmcon of 21 Koveme
ber, the 1084 Iufantry Division was givem traffiec priority over the ST MICHEL bridges
Upon completior of the crossing of the 1084 Infantry Division tactioal traasportation,
the passage phase as applied to the 35d Infantry Division was complete.

The $8th Zmgr C Regt, together with cerveln personnel of the 10th Engr € Bn,
initieted recon _aissanece of the four heavy bridge sites at daylight on 20 Hovember.
Regonualssance of the two CLAIPFONTAILE sites was resdered impossible by 5/A, mertar
and SF fire from the town of CLAINFORTAINE. At the two ST MIOHEL sites, however,
reconnaissance prooseded satisfac -orily and by mid-moraning, engineer materiel had been
moved to the vielalty of the bridge sitess. Work wae initlally coucentrated on con-
struction’of & widestrack Armored Foroe treadway bridge in the vioinity of ST WICHSLe
After initial ;rogress the work was suspecded ‘or several hours due to acourate mortar
and 8F fire on the bridge sites Although efforts were made to smoke the sites by |
mean® of gene alors, smoke pots, sad chemical mortars, shifting winds scd the faet
thet the cnemy had reglstered on the bridge sites, mivimized the effect of the smoke.

By late afterncon of 20 November, the advence had progressed to sueh a
dopth that the o emy bringing fire to bear upen ‘e bridge sites had been destroyed
or foreed to displace to the rear cut of ranges At darkness, therefore, work pro=
grossed in earuest a d costinued steadily through the night. The light aseault bridge
at the footbridge erossing area, which had been ccmpleted prior to deylight om the :
20th, passed a;proximately 76 g~ton loads prior to 23004, at which time the appromches
to the bridge were reudered impassable by riging water srd mud. Had it mot been for
this bridge, She Division re-supply and emergency evaouation at the most oriticsl time
would have besa lmperiled, The traifie which was passed over this bridge consisted
exclusively of Battalion transportation and medieal vehicles, with the cxeeption of
& small number of command and communicatior vehicles, With daylight on 21 Kevomber,
work on ail four heavy bridge sites was intensified. By 06454 the wide-track Armored
Foree tresdway bridge at the ST MICHRL site wes comploted and promptly passed 17
armored vehieles and about 20 other tactical vehicless At this time ore tauk bogged
down at the exit of the Bridge due to floeding of the approach by rising water., The
bridge was inoperative from this peint om,

By 1000A the olass "40" Bailey Bridge at the ST YICHEL site was completed
and all the transpertetios scheduled for passage over that bridge, plus two platooas
of tanks, one platoon of TD's, a mechanized redonnsissa:ce ;»layoml, and geveral ange
ineer venicles originally sohedulsd for the CLAIRFONTATVE bridges were crossede At
1430A the use of the bridge was traneferred to the 1034 I fantry Divieion.

By 1:30A, the mair CLAIRFONTAINE bridge was completed for light traffie and
becams the 3d Infantry Division's main bridge. 5y 16804, it was cepable of paesiag
class "40" loadss All of the traffic scheduled for the CLAIRFONTAINE bridge lor
D=Day was creasel by 2130A. The remaining heavy bridge site located just SCUTHE of
the main CLAIFPOFTAINE bridge was completed for 2)~ton meximum loads durisg the night
21-22 November, and passed miscellasecus sup.ly trarfle ooly.

By deylight 22 November the Corps hed the combat elemonts, Infantry, Artillery-
and attached Armor, of three divisioss across the VQURTHE. Combet Commend A, l4th
Armored Divislon however, was detached from the Corps by Army and semnt on amother
migsion in XV Qorps zeme. The heavy wolgh® of abbteck in this wemkened center had
apparsatly taken the ememy by camplete surprise mnd extremely rapid progress was belng
made by the three divisions. Isolated centers of resisterce were leap=frogged and
clearsd up well afber the advance units hed passed beyord them. The momentum of the
Corps attack and ite rapid progress forced the snemy te withdraw or be cut off fom=
pletely, As it was, thousards of prisoners were takem from umits which were by-passed
and out off before they realdzed i%. By 26 lovember the 15th Infentry had seised
MOLSHEIN, tho last stumbling~block in a debouchment Pfrem the Vosges. by the 27th of
November the Corps had reached the Rhine River and had turmed the direoction of ite
attack South along the ALSACE plain toward COLMAR.

9. CONCLUSION
e igues Involved

(1) Btalf Coordirstion. ¢

Sucoessful plancing as brought out ia this operatios among neny others,
ie direetly depesdemt upon close sssocistion and mutual exchanze of views
aet osly among the staff seotions of the headquarters involved, but elsc Lee
tween corresponding staff sections of the mext higher snd lower headquarterss
Grourd reconralssance by the ocmmecder and staff officers who are dolag the
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the plasnisg, both on a division and Corps level, contributed materially

to the soundness of the plan which was deWsloped. Close personal contact
between Corps aud division commanders and between the heads of Corps staff .
seotlona anl their ocorresponding number on the division staffs assured am
exohange of views and information that left a clear and comcise pisture
both as bo the Corps Cosmmander's intentions sad whet the divisions inteaded
to dos It 1g recognized, of course, that this is simply corredt stelf
proosdure, but the failure to follow this prosedure by varicus staffe is
froquart and often times causes confuslon sad diffioulties for subordinete
unitz whish are ertirely unnecessarys

(2) Crossing By Stedlth.

Probably the most ualque feature of the satire opsration was the msthoed
of executing the orossing of the MEUNIHE River. The Commandinmg CUeneral,
Infantry Division, in evelving his own estimate of the situation, saw oledrly
the advantagee Lo be gained by condueting the ‘ump-off {fopr the sssault of the
enemy's welleprepared line from am LD om the far side of the water barrier.
Sueh & plam, if successful, cbviated the dangers incldent to the assault eof
the river line. Whergas it was trus that the locatlon of the enemy's delansive
ayston favored such & plan, it 1s noteworthy that had the Divisies failed te
exerolse all resounaisessce available to ascertain the ememy's activity ia
froat of his position slong the fea- vank, the knowledge that the terraia
immadistely ncrosz the river was undefended and poorly oublposted might never
have come %o light. The advastages of belng able to undertake the assault
after haviag crossed both assault reglue ts were not only strong moral facters,
but eontributed directly te the power of the attack. Likewise, tne superd
conduot of the crossing itself emebled the assault to be made with complete
tactionl surprise. The decision to use footbridges is place of bouts imvelved
the grave risk of confining the crossing %o a marrow frontsge, but this danger
was more than offset by the speed and simplleity with which the crossing could
be effected. The careful atteation to detail which characterized the pre-
erossing training program insured the workability of the plan.

3) By=pass Teolmique.
® From t.h:.‘ exporiense of the divisions im the woods fighting thet oharas=

terised the tedious advance to the UEURTHE River, it was decided by Loth the
3d and 1054 Infentry Divisions, to smploy by-passing techniques to as great
& degree as possible es soon as the sdvance gaimed momentum from the initial
bridgeheads Acoordingly, the 7th Infenbry by-passed the town of LA VOIVRE
with its 34 Dn, and drove that battalion be a depth of € km to DENIFAIRE,
dnri,'s-.; which time the other battalious of the regiment were ongaged in LA
VOIVES asd in the vieinity of HURBACHE, This advauce wae mede oross-gountry
and sneountersd no opposition. Its siccess was ovddenced by the fact that
onge gut off from the roar, tife snemy reslstamce im the Tth Ialsutry gome
cellapsed, During the camduct of the 7th Infentry drive to DENIPAIRE, the
30th Iafuntry pushed its 3d Battalion betweeh engagements at LA HOLLAVDE aad
CLAIREFOSTAINE, and prompdly seized HIMBAUMINT and LE FAIRE before the emeny
was able to react. This action mot only out off the enemy's primelpal route
of withdrawal from MOYSHMOUTIIR but gaiced the Jrd Infantry Division ascoss
to the vital ridge-line road leading BAST to SAALES. The techanique indicated
above was employed throughout the sdvemce through the V0SGES with the most
gratifying success. At HAY MONT, whers the Tth Infantry enguol & stubbera
enemy in the town itself and was temporarily stopped, the 2ad Battallon was
promptly pushed to the SOUTH of the town sad EAST toward LA GRASDE, a distance
of 2 km, thereby 1solating the opposition and preventing what would have
beea & 'stubborn delaying action om the part of the HAYRHONT foree to the EAST
along the main road. The 34 Battalion subsequently by-passed the 2d Sattalien
and proceeded with unusual spsed to A CRANDE FOSSE and SAALER. The 18th Ia<
fantry, when committed at ROTHAU, promptly by-passed that town and seized
SOMIRMECK, Here contact was zalmed with Cosbat Command A of the léth Armored
pivision, which was moving from the N0iTH, Osee sgain moderate oppesition
at the town was by-passed, snd extremely rapid progress followed, culmlaating
wlth the eapture of MOLSHEINL The $0th- Infantry conslstantly employed by-
passiag soticn with success im its push from RUSS to OBERNAI. The mest sig=
cifiednt result of the by-passing teshnique was to meke rapid gaius with few
—1lossess The enemy was congbently dept off-balance, and was unabls to make &
determined stand at suy poink,
(¢) X Advance. _
following initial successes of the 7th and 30th Iafantries in making ‘up
thrusts inte the enemy's positiom by by-passing resiatance, the 34 Infantry
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Division decided to capitalize on the enemy's obvious difficulty im coumter~
ing this teshaique by requiriag the sssault regiments to earry oan the daylight
advenee with two battalions, while one battalion was rested during the day ia
preparation for coantinuation of the advance at aight. The regimeants wers
regquired to esta lish s daylight objfective lime to which they would pueh by
darimesse The fresh battalion would be moved forward by vehicle where practe
icable, and passed through on this lines The most outstandimp exampls of the
suocess of this ;las may be found in the capture of SAALES. In this osge,
the fresh battalion o' ths 7th Infantry wes passed through the 2d Ba at LA
GRA' DA FOS8E aefter darkness, and moved aggressively by infiltration iante the
town of BAALES. Although the Germen garrison of geveral hundired was present
As the town, it was somgletely disorganized by the arrival of our forces, sid
elooted to withdraw rather than to resist in the town or its near-by delonses.
Ha¢ the ememy been permitted to man his SAALIS works, a prolonged struggle
most ocertainly would have resulted, eineoe the positica was cme of the most
formidable, and was designed to fora the maln-stay of an impregunable wiater
defengive lime. In sapturiang MUTZIG and MOLSENIM, the 15th Infentry employed
the night advance technique outlimed above, driving straight domwn the main
road for a distance of 10ikm im ome night. That the vigorous pressiag of the
edvance by fresh troops at night offers unusual advantages in a fluid situation
can best De expressed by poimtimg out that spproximately 1/2 of the grouad
‘galnod from the MEURTHE River to the RHINE River was gained by aight operaticus,

b. Comparison With Other Opsrations aad Lessons Learmed.

It is not possible within the experience of VI Corps to point out a ecomparable
operacican to the MEURTHE River crossing that resulted im either partial sucocess or
failure. However, there are numercus insgtances im the oconduot of the WEURTHE
River operation that sericusly iufluenced its success which may be worthy of dise
cusshon and lessoms drawn therefrom.

Careful coordinmation by the Corps Artillery, imcluding personal reccuanaise
sances by the Corps Artillery Commander with his subordinate commandors aad
frequent staff vigits to the division artillerys asd the Corps Artillery group
headquarters, ass red a complete tie-in between all the gums of the Corpss The
restrioted positicn areas and the limited road net ia the approaches to thesd
position areas made the artillery problsam a difficult one and one that was solved
only by eareful plasning on the part of the Corpe Artlllery and close supervisieam
of the exesution of these plans te sssure maximum artillery support of the Infantry
at the time and plece where it was needed,

Similarly only close coorgination bdetwesa Corps and division eagineers, and
eareful supervision of the execution of their plans would assure the constructiom
of the 8T MICARL amd CLAIRFONTALI'E bridges and the rapid support of the infastry
foot elements by Armor and Light Artillery. Though it was the responsicility ef
ths Corps to congtruct the two heavy bridges with Corps Bagineer troops, it was
necessary to obtain maximum assistance from the divisions im the nature of previdiag
amoke soreen coverage [or the sites, counter-mortar and counter-battery fires,
trafficclearances and looal protection for the Smgincer orews working at the sites.
Rapid exchange of information om the situation between the Engineers asnd
was also sacessary to permit the bridges to be completed in the minimum time with~
out over endasgering the workiang orews. '

Ons outstanding weakness im the Corps plem was the failure to provide for a
carefully thou ht out tralffic watrol plan and to supervise its executiom, That
great oonfusion and serious difficulty did not erise as & result was dus primarily
to the exscellent plan which the 3d Iafaatry Division had sebt-up on its ows and
the work whioh their traffic comtrol section did in supervising and handliag Corps
traffie in their zome. This weakness in the Uorps staff orgenization was immedi-
ately sorracted as a result of this experleace by the formation of e Wovements,
Flanning and Control Sectior opersting generaily u der the supervisioa of the
A C of 5, G=3, but nlgo working closely with the A C of 5, G-4.

Though the Corps had lost its Armored combat command before their antieipated
employment az an exploitation force the inadvisability of attempting to employ .
large arsored formations im terrain not suitable for the purpose was once again
forcefully brought to light. The diffioulties experienced in attempting to con=
centrate this force over the limited romd met available so congested these roads
that the supply of the Corps was serio sly jeopsrdized. Later, this force was
comritted 1ot under Corps costrol alomg the very canalized road betweem CIREY amd
BIRONBACH to effect a juncture with VI Corps elemsats. Frogress im this attack
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was extremely slow since freedom of maneuver was denied by the terrain snd
since the unit was useble to deploy os amy suitable fromt. Though the mature
of the opposition was primerily road blooks and demolitions small snemy forces
were sble to hold up the eatire combat comnsnd simply because it could not
make full use of the wea ons and tremendous Sire powsr whioh it had at itg
‘disposal. In oombrast, however, the small temk formations operating with the
Infentry divisions were extremely useful ia reducing centers of resistance
which were holding up or delaying the advances

SOUTHERN FRANCE ASSAULT LANDING

The lasding by VI Corps on the southerm ccast of Framce on 15 August 1944
exemplified the suscessful coordination of the major Army ground arms with both
Alr and Neval foreese Major units lavolved iscluded three Amsrioan imfantry divisions
reiniorced, and a combat command of the First Fremch Armored Divigion, in coopsra=
tiom with XII Tactical Air Command composed of § groups of fighters and fighter=
bombers reinforoed by heavy and medium bombers dnd 200 Navy carrier-based planesy
naval surface forces included both tramsport emd gunfire support vessels. 1In ad=-
dition VI Corps was resporsible for the subsequeat passage through its lines of II .
French Corps which landed following D-Day over Lemches secured by VI Corps.. Coordie
nation wag further ¢omplicated by the fact that uaits of the Corps were required te
contact an Airborse Task Force which lasded several miles imlamd early ia the mormiag
of D-Day, as well o35 other smaller units landing oo the flunks of the main asssult
Aref. s \

1. SITUATION

Shortly after the relief of VI Corps Heedquarters by IV Corps mear JIVITI-
VECCHIA, ITALY, on 11 June 1944, the Commending Oeneral and Genoral S¢afl Section
Chiefs of VI Corps visited ALGIERS, NORTH APRICA, where they were briefed oa a
forthooming operation Ly tie hesdquarters of Seventh Army (Foroe 163). A tentative
Army outline plan was issued, providing for the assault of the southera coast of
France to secure a bemchhead EAST of TOULON, and the subsequent capture of that sity
and MARSEILLE, to be followed by exploitation to the NORTH., On the basis of the Army
plan & tentative Corps outline plen was issued to divisions for pleaaning purposess
Apprroximately 10 days later & second Army plam was received. After a second visit
of the Corps Comsander and Oeneral Staff to Seventh Army Headquarters a fimal Corps
outline plan was issued on 15 July. ULased on this outline plam, Corps Fisld Order
Number 1 (AVVIL) waé issued on 30 July. A oopy of this Field Order is available im
the files of the Seneral Board, USFETL.

In gensral, VI Corps was composed of the 8d, 45th and 56th Infantry Divisions
reinforced, and Combat Commend SUDRE of the First Fremeh Armored Divisiom, All of
the Americam divisions had had oonsiderable experiesmce in ITALY, where a great part
of their time had been spent under the command of Vi Jcrps. This force wast o mske
the major assault landing on beaches between CAP CAVALAIRE and AGAY (See Operations
Map, FO #1). In pddition, the firet Alrboras Tesk Force under the command of Seventh
Army was to land in the LE MUY erea just prior to daybreak to prevent ememy movement
into the beach are: apd to attack hostile artillery positions from the rear, This
force was to Le attached to VI Corps upon esteblishment of contmet, Likewise, under
Army commend, the First Speclal Servise Foroe was dirscted to assault the isglsnds of
PORT CROS and LEVANT on the SOUTHWEST side of the besoh lamdimg area durimg the night
of D=1/D~Day, to sliminate enemy coastal batteries which threstemed friemdly shipping
areas. A Freach Commando Groupe was assigned the mission by Army of lsnding mear
CAP NEGRE to destroy enemy coastal defenses and block the coastal highway et that
point. On the NORTH flank of the larding ares & small Freuch maval agsault group was
to land near POINT DRES TRAYAS and blook the CANNES - ST RAPHABL and CANXES -~ FREJUS
highways. PFollowing the securing of besches In the assault area II Fremch Corps was
directed to debark rapidly end pass through elements of VI Corps and attack WEST to=
ward TOULON, Eventually I Fremch Corps was to arrive im Southeran Framoe to joim II
French Corps under the First Fremch Army.

Enemy foroes were expected to bb-able to organire fairly strong initisl resis =
tance, eaploying a force of at least ome division. Fhoto reconnalssance end ground
informetion ladicated that fixed coastal guns, field artillery concentrations on
beaches, and pillbox defenses might be expegteds Hoth underwater and shore obstascles
were observed om some beaches. Looal counterattaoks were expected during the first
fow days, but in view of the Allled ianvasion la NORMANDY and the activity of Allied
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troops im ITALY it was not expected that the smemy could build up his troops suffie~
iently to mount a large scals counterattack, Maguis resistance groups ia Southern ahd
Central Franee alse were a major factor in pismiang down & mumber of divigioms whish
might otherwise have been moved to the Southerm France beaches. The enemy was delieved
ineapable of amy serious interference with the landiag by his air or namal forces.

It seem probable that a teracicus defemnse of the pert of TO LON was the most likely
enemy line of action,

Torrain ia the landing ares generally consisted of low mountains a short digtanee
behind the beaches, although small plaing wers found lecally. The mountain ridges
wore cut by numerous ravines rumning from the foothilils of the Alps to the cossts It
was sxpected that € o ememy would have good observation imitially on all landing
beaches. This would be eliminated, however, oase the high ground behind the beaches
was taken. The advance of invading troops appeared te be somewhat canalized by the
hill masses, and indioantions were that oconsiderable delay might result from read
demolitiong, / ; ,

Because of the number of troops directly under control of the VI Corps, the
number and diverse charaoter of other assault units with whom oontsct wo.ld have te
be made and which wers to be attached Yo Corps upon contaot, as well as the fact that
support was te be readered by air mnd maval forces, the coordimation reguired of the
Corps Commander, who was direoctly in command of the assault, was highly complex. The
purpose of this study is to examine the msang of coordimating the activities of the
uaits iavolyed in this operatiom. '

2. maoﬁ ﬁ %GUEDIRATIOH IN PLANRING
e quarters.

A groat deal of the efficiency of plannismg by the various echelons must be
attributed to the physical set-up which housed the Corps plemning syndicate. After
the first visit of the Corps Commemder to ALCIERS the Corps Chief of Staff sud Hesde
gquerters Commandant proceaded to HAPLES, ITALY, snd selected &« large, though obso-
lescent, Italian barracks in the downtown part of the city which had been used as a
day leave oemter by American troops. This duildiag proved highly satisfactory from
the standpoint of security and was adequate in size to handle the plemning personmel
of VI Corps Headguarters, the three divisioms, Corps Artillery and each naval sube
task foroe gsupporting the three divisions. The physfeal presence withia a simgle
building of wll plamning syndicates permitied a rapid and thorough interchange of
~ thought whiech greatly expedited the solution of the mumberous questioms which arise
“in the plamning phase of & large soale military operation. Seventh Army Headquarters
also arrived in NAPLES about two weeks after the Corps, and the Naval Tasgk Force Uome
mander and his staff followed sbout two weeks laters These two comwands esteblished

separate headguarters.

b. Security ,

Pvery officer asd enlisted men, &heluding army, navy and air corps persomnel
engaged in the plamniag of the Southern Frasce operstion was responsible for striet
cbservance of individusl seourity disciplime im his own :otivities and among all others
with whom he osme in contect. The ares in which pleanimg was im progress was desclardd
& RESTRICTED AREA end the entrance was gained only through e BLUE BUILDING PASS ap-
proved by A € of 5, =2, Officers end enlisted me: of plamning sections were classie
fied either X0 or YO depemding o the neture of thelr work, and classified persomnel
wae hold to & minimus consistent with efficleat plamning. To ppovide additional se~
eurity in the headquarters, a Security Officer was nasmed by each section who was di-
resotly resporsible to the A C of 8§, G-2, for the striet observance of all security
dirsctives. :

: Throughout the plancing phase it was roalized that it was impossible to
csomceal the fact that certaim troops were undergoing amphibious training; however,
all preperstions for the mow:ting of the operstion were implemented iun such a way
thet the followlag four factors would not be revealed to, amd could not be dedused by,
either the eaemy, the civilianm population or our own forces aprt from those whose
' duties NFM such knowledge:

Objective
2) Date :
3) Strength and Order of Bpttle of our Forses .
4) T,etical Methods to be Employed -
_ From eaptursd doouments taken after the fell of ROME, it was evident that the
operational security of seasonsd troops was unsatisfactory. During the Italian omme
paign it wags estimated that the Cormans received sbout 70¥ of sll corrset infsrmationm
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of our own foroes from radio int.reept, 20% from prisoners of wer and 10X from
captured doouments, After consulting with 0«3 and Sigusl Cff'icer, the A C of 8,
G-2, prepsred a training memorandum for wmit traimiag during the plamning stage
stressing such measures as radio disciplime, handling of classified documents,
statements of prismers of war, telephone seourlity asd rugiors and loese talk,

0. Naval Coordination
(1) Craft Charscteristics. As was to be expeoted, the problem of

coordination with naval forces was a major one from the outset. In this comnestieca
it should be moted that there wes momaval planning hesdquarters on the Corps level,
the Westera Naval Task Force Commander deslimg on a level with the Seventh Army Com=
mander. An example of & speocific problem lay in the requirement by the amval task
foroe commander thet all XAPs (Perso:mel transport ships) wove together is cme comvoy,
and that those ships ecarrying personrel of each division break away from the msim
convoy oaly eafter daylight of D-Day. H-Hour had been set for approximately three
hours after daylight and it was estimeted that the minimum time betweem split-up
of the XAF comvoy and the time small craft could discharge persosmel om the beach
aftor divisional EAPs had gome to their respective areas and sent boats to the shore,
would be four hourse Thus, persornel carried aboard XAPs would be available only
for reserve use. Humerous conferonces were held on this juestion, but the plaa of
allowing ships with divisionel persormel to go with division conveys of other types
of ships was consglstently vetoed. However, late iln the plamning phase of the opere-
tion the Havy estimeted that it would be able to deploy the ships from a central coa-
voy into division areas in time to permit the small oraft from the ships to partie-
esipate in the asgault at H-Hour. This decisicn altered the plan of asssult coansider -
ably inasmush as all three divisions were thus enabled to carry three additiozal
battalions for the amsseult ia XAPs.

Another protlem arose due to the characteristios of L8Ts. Certsin
of these ships are equipped with six davits for lowering boats while others are o=
quipped with only twe, The former are suitable for landing asssult persomnel on the
basis of five 18Ts (with appreximetely 26 LOVPs) per mssault battaliom, whereas the
2-davit ships are suitable for vehiecles sud som-assault personmel only. A further
problem in this ocnmection lay im the aumber of pontons carried by the L8Ts. The
3d Infentry Divigion wes allocsted two 2-davit type ships carrying two pontoons.

It was estimated however that nine pontoons were reguired on two of the divisiom's
besches. On the other hand the 46th a:nd 36th Imfantry Divisions each were sllotted
seven 2-davit type LSTs carrying 14 pontoome, which were more than their requirements,.
Solution of this problem was met by haviag certain of the 46th Infantry Divigion's
LSTs and ocertain ships carrying Air Corps redieo equipment drop patoons on 34 Is-
fantry Division's beaches. ;

Difference in the characteristies of LCTs was a further Aiffioulty. |
Only the short model LCT, equipped with a ramp estensiom, could accommodate the
launching of DD Tanks and specisl tanks equipped for Eagiueer gapping work. It was
necessary, therefors, to provide sach division with sufficient short craft for loadiag
its planned DD Tanks and Engineer gapping teams, Tinls also was memaged by canference
with saval resprasestatives.

(2) Craft Allocation -

A sontinuing problem inm amphibious operations lies im the irpossibie
1lity of obtalnisg a firm allocation of landing eraft until relatively late in the
plasniag phases In this instance the original testative Army allocation had provided
sixty 8-davit L8Ts for VI Corps, which were sub-divided equally among bhe three Fl
divigions, Later, the total number was reduced te 50, which ia turn were resllooated
on the basis of 20 %o tihe 34 Infantry Division and 15 to each of the other divisiime,
with obvious major alterations being required in the loading and laading plans of the |
latter two divisions. J

(8) Y¥aval Gunfire
Coordisation of plans for Naval Cunfire Support (Ammex 3, FO #1) was

effected by the Army Artillery Seection. The Corps Artillery staff worked olms with
ths latter, as well as with Corps G~2 and the Corps 0-3 (Alr), in compiling its requestss
Obviously, first priority targets were selected by the Havy, which was reguired to :
protect its ships fros enemy coastal battery fire if troops were to be carried inte
the transport diseharging area. Other targets were ememy guns end defenses which geuld
interfere with the landing ané aedvamce of troops, amd, efter H-hour; targets of oppere
tunity developed by Shore Fire Contrel Parties and alr spotters. ia divisions, niae
Shore Fire @oatrel Parties were set up, four from orgenic persomnel aad five attached
from Army troops. -_
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de Use of Alr
(1) Bombardment

In plamning the air strike %o be effected by XII TAC ia ovoperatim
with the lending (Amcex 2, ¥O #1), it was impossible to determine the strength of the
sir forece whioh would be available on D-day until spproximately the lst of August,
although early indications wore received that strong air forces would be available,
The Corps imslgted upos a major part im the preparatios of the D~day bombing program,
although the alr plasning headquarters was on an Army mather than & Corps levels The
air program prior to D-dey, which imeluded attacks on esemy air fordes, road aad rail
lines and euenmy coagtal defense batteries over a wide arém, as woll as the exesubiom
of a cover plan luvolving attecks from ILE DU LEVANT te MARSEILLE, was left to Sevemth
Army, the Navy and the Alr Forces. In the Corps preparstion of D-day requests, data,
inoluding photos, were obtained for sach possible target. Conferemces with artillery
and naval gusfire steff officers as well as with Air Foroe staff imdicated which Yargets
eould most profitably be handled by the air. These targets were submitted ia groups
arranged by priority. In addition, Corps reguired & phasing of the air effort thpoughe
out the day. In general, a heavy offort was desired from first light until approx-
imately H-hour om eny ememy artillery which eould be fired inte the shipplag area.
Obviously, Bhe selection of targets for this effort was coordinated with the Navy.
This phase algo iucluded 2 consgiderable effort onm beach ocbstacles, pillbexes mad strong
points defending the beaches. Shortly prior te Hehour, bombing ceased im order te
assist observation of naval gunfire. Counter-battery sttacks against coast defense
guns and against ememy artillery capable of firiag om the beaches continued after
HB-hour, and at 12308 heavy bombardment was resumed oa the main FREJUS beach where
a regiment of the 36th Infariry Division was scheduled to lamd at 14008, Feollowing
this effort, mejor atiention was requested on armed recomnsissance to attack eaemy
movements into the esssult @ rea. In this conneotion two Restrictiom Lines were
designated beyond which armed recomnaissance eould operate at will and within whioh
eir-briefed missions of the gravest importance or pre-briefed missioms accepted by
the Air Corps were permitted. The first of these lines was effective st H-Hour and
the second at H plus 6,

Reports from the NORMANDY iavasion sotivated the Corps to regquest
relatively light-weight bombs for use om beasch defenses in order to preveat the
ereation of large ersters slong lending areas, Flans csnlled for the use of fragmea=
tetion and 100-1b bombs to cleer wire and other light obstacles. Allocation of ef-
fort to the various beaches was made on the ratio of 40 heavy bombers of 120 mediume
for each 1000 yards of beach. Other major targets for these planes were bridges well
:::nd. Attacks om artillery positioms and stroug polnts were exscuted by figher-

ers.

After D-Day, the air program ageinst bridges in the RHONE Valley
gontinued briefly, but the rapid advance of the Corps units soon remdered useleses the
daily submission of pre~arranged targets. HMaximum effort in the formef armed reecone
naissance along routes NORTH from the landing area was requested and coordimation of
effort with the Alr Force took ths form of nightly resumes of the Corps' imtentioas
for the following day, submitted to XII TAC through fymy Air Supmert Coatrol. The
priaeipal problem during this phase was conmumnications, between Corps amd Army, sad
between TAC Ayvense Hesdquarters (located usually adjscent to Army) amd its omits, due
to the great distarces covered by ground forces.

(2) FPhote Coverage
The photo planning of the Southera Freance operatioa begea in

February 1944 when a few odd sorties were flown aleong the coast of Southeran France
betweea MARSRILLE and NICE. Although the coversage was incomplete, these photos
later proved iavaluable for comparative cover. In the second week of February one
American and one British Photo Squadrom isitiated a flying program which included
about 3 sorties per day covering the coast line to a depth of about one mile asad the
:;‘1:1:::‘ lyhg off the coast. Shortly after, the program was expanded to ineclude

rail ngts going HORTH. the cosst line, airdromes and soatterod bleock
u:! about. 1 "_ssuiﬁ‘m;!!cmﬁ- As sore pho&o reconnsissance plsnss Lecame
availa in SARDINIA, twe strips along the cocast were flown deily plus bloock coversge
to a depth of 15 miles. In April the coverage indluded the area up the RIONE Valley
paying pertieuler attentiom to the activities and defenses of asirdromes. Barly im
the summer approximstely two sorties daily were flowm of the coast lime between the
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Spanish border and MARSEILLE.

Throughout the period of planniag, the pito coverage was used %o
prepare and caicbain up ©o date colletion maps of the target area. Flko iaterpreta~
tions covered sonstal defenses payiag partisular stteation to dual purpose Latteries.
Beaches alse reseived daily attention recording the defensive activities of mine
fields, pill boxes, wire, tsnk obstacles, stroag points, uader watsr obstacles, sad
artillery positions sapable of firing om the beaghes. 4As a result of the well-
organized photo plamning by higher intelligence staffs and the exeoution of phote
rocoanaissance by the alr corps, the followlng phote distribution was made availe
able to all Infaatry Divisions;

as 1310,000 ennotated phote mosaics of the beaches were issued te all
agseult uwaits imeluding imfantry, tank and 7D platoons and artillery battalions.
Asnotations included defenses, beach names, towns, roads and rivers, and other
general geographical features.

be 1:126,000 photo mosaics. These mosaios corresponded to the 1426,000
map sheets snd wore issued om the same basis as a, above. The issue covered a
depth of 16 miles to infantry units and about 25 miles to artillery, tank, 7D
and Reconnalgsance units,. >

0. Obligues of the coast line were lssued to all asssult units on the
sane basi® as a. above. These obligues were manotated with beach names sud promineut
laad features.

4. ' Steris sover 12" (1:26,000 soale) were furnished to all essault units
to a depth of 10 to 15 miles. .

8. Use of Armor

In order %o provide a mobile strikiang foree, Combat Command SUDRE ef
the First Freagh Armored Division was set-up s & part of VI Corps. About three
weeks aftor the opeming of the Corps planning syndicate the Commanding Gemersl aad
$he 5-3 of the Combat Command reported from ORAN, NORTH AFRICA, for discussioa
of their partieipation, The §-3 remaimed in ' PLES for several days, completing
and receiving approval of his loadimg plam and becoming thoroughly familiar with
Corps plans in gemeral snd possibilities for use of the Combat Command im particulars
Flans called for this unit to be held im reserve imitially, prepared te land over se=
oure beaches s directed, beginning D Day. Shertly after the visit of Gemeral Sudre,
the Corps Commsnder and some of his staff flew to NORTH AFRICA and imspected the
command. In the development of the operation, Gemeral Sudre's foroe was mot oalled
upon to take a froat line part vrier to the time 1t preverted to its own division
oontrol uader Sevesth Army. (See Inols 14)

£« Use of Artillery

Bmployment of artillery with the Corps d1d xot present any umexpected
problems., Imitially almost all Corps Artillery was divided emong three divisions
in order to reinferce their organioc fires as early as possidble. Im aanticipation of
an early jusctiom between the 3d mnd 46th Infantry Divisions an armored field arte
illery group hesdquarters under Corps Artillery comtrol was designated to assume
comasnd of Corps Artillery Battalioms with the twe divigions on Corps Artillery
order in the event this seemed practical before Corps Artillery wes prepared to
reassune comsand of battalioms attached to all three divigions., One recommalssance
party of the 2nd Field Artillery Cbservationm Battalion was attached to each divisica,
and as indiceted above § non-orgamic Shore Fire Comtrel Parties for adjustisg maval
gue fire were attashed to each divisioa. ' :

B+ Supply
Upon receipt of the admimistrative plan to accompany the Anvil outlime
plan, issued by Task Force 163, the staff mede & somplete study of the phased maine
tenance as set up through D plua 30. Based on experiemce of previous operaticns,
recommendations wore made to chamge the ratiom set up decreasimg the number of hard
rations sad imsreasing types "B", "X", and supplemsnts thereto.

Assault paoks were set up forshe D, D plus 4, D plus 6, D plus
10 convoys. Previous experience with assault psoks revealed that many items were
never used. The special pack contalniag oritical items of imdividual elothing
wore believed %o be the most prectical. Recommendations were made to delete the
sssault packs sad ask for an inorease in the special paok, :
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The iadividual reserve to be earried by the imdividual weg set
up to be issved prior to embarkatiom. This was changed sad the reserve waz loaded
on board ship under the control of the Transport Quartermaster. Issue was %o be
made just prior to debarkation. This prevemted items belug comsumed or lost
duriag the voyages

. ' All units, upon coming under Cerps control, wers givea a prieority
number as set up by Army for re~equipping amd filling all T/E shortages.

A Chief Tramsport Quartermaster was designated to supervise all
Trangport Quartermestor's and coordinate all prestowage plans with P.B.8. Ths
Chief Tramaport Juartermaster selected Transpert Quartermasters from Corps troope
end isgued prestowage forms to all uaits.

The Divisions organized s similar sot up designating a Chief
Transport Quartermastor within the division, Cemplete imstructions were prepared
and distributed %o be used as a guide for all Trameport Quartermasters. -

Materproefing instrusticns were lssued, stressing the improtmmce
of complete maiutenanse and prewaterproofing work to be completed prior to emtry
into the waterproofing ares. Cadres from cach ualt were sent to the Imvasiom
Training Ceater Weterproofing Schoel. Thess students ran sudsequent schools im
the unit areas.

faterproofing areas were selected ~- the divisions waterproofiag
initlelly in their own areas and doing the fingl waterpreofing in final staging
areas near the dooks. A special area was selected for Corps troops due to the
iarge number of small units iavolved. These uaites were scheduled imto the arsa
for oomplete watlerproofing. Techunical assistance teams, to supervise all water-
proofing, were made up from Corps and P.B.8. orinance troeps.

: Plang were made to moumt cie battalion of 106mm Howitzer per
divisioa in Dukws. This necessitated a modification on each Dukw and the buildiag
of "A" frames and gun slings. Devices to "tie dowmn"™ 105 Howltzer, so it could be
fired while mounted im the Dukw, were prosured and installed. The Dukw was te aet
as a prime mover for the Howltzer after landiag until the regular prime mover
eould be unloaded, '

: Dus to limited port fasilitles the loading of all oraft and ships
hed to be made in three flights. One division was loaded on esch flight withCorps
troops spread along with all three flights. In order to check and sontrol all
phases of waberproofing sand loadiag, each division was required to submit & sshedule
of events. A master chart showing the schedule of svents for all Corps troops aad
divisions weas mede upe A staff officer was designated to check each day to determine
if the sohedule wns Yelng maintained.

A shore engineer Re £ was attached to each division, Attaghed
to sach regiment were sufficient service troops to unload the ships om each besch,
establish and operste all dumps, de-wsterproofiag aress, and traffic comtrol.

A careful study was mede to determine if sufficiest service troops
weore being mousted by esch task force to support the operatiom. A smiilar study
was made om transportation, combat vehicles versus eargo carryisg vehicles. After
prestowage had Leen completed, it was found thst a large number of 2-1/2 tom trusks
oould be losded on Liberty Ships, empty, as "light lifts". This was dome and paid
dividends in the rapid advance from the Leashes of Seuthera France where earge
carrying vehicles were badly ancoded.

Development of plamaing produced various problems arising betwsen
the three assault divisions. Changes in the tectiocnl landimg plsms left two beashes
suitable for mmistenance in the zome of the 8 Infuntry Division while mome remsised
in the proposed zome of the 45th Infantry Division., This problem was resolved after
conference by providing for the landing of the bemch group of the resorve ECT of the
46th Infentry Divislon over one of the 3d Infsntry Divisicn's beaches after it hed
besn secured by the latter. A portiom of this beach was them to be developed as a
maintonance beach for the 45th Imfamtry Division vehioles and supplies, aad sa ade
ministrative boundery provided & road exit from the beach for the 46th. Bimilisrly,
eareful study ilndicated cme of the proposed 36th Infastry Divisioa's asssult besches
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to be very heavily defended and to present a seriocus threat to the success of the
dividon's mission. Ia this case it was decided to dolay the assault of ome ECT
against this beach uitil the other two RCTs of the divisiosn, landing further to the
NORTHEAST, could mssist in reducimg the besch defenses by attack from the land, and
until the 46th Infantry Division was im positios %to essist from the SOUTH. 1la all
cases where desisions of this kind were made the presence of plsmning perscmmel of all
units in one bulldiag was of immessurable assistance in expediting solutions.

he Lialsom, A highly important arrengement in the preparation for this
operation was the providon of liaison betweemn units. In addition to norsel lisisom
between the three ssssult divisions arreagements were made by Corps as followss (1)
Exchange of lisison officers with Combat Command SUDRE; (2) Exchange with II Fresch
Corpa: (8) Exohange with Seventh Amy (Corps seat 2 officers); (4) Exchange betwesn
84 Infantry Division smd Freach Groupe de Commandos (Artillery liaisom primarily the
duty of 3d lafantry Division officer); (5) Exohamge between 45th Infantry Divisiom -
and 36th Infentry Division on one hand and Alrborme Task Foree on the other; (6)
Liaison officer from 2nd British Farachute Srigade to 36th Ianfantry Divisiomj (7)
Artillery observeatioa parties of 2d Eritish Parachute Brigade tied in with 38th Di-
vision Artillery; (6) Corps radio commend net tie-im with Airborme Task Force; (§)
Radio tie-im of Alrborme Task Force with 45th Infentry Division and 36th Iafantry Die
vision Artilleries; (10) Liaison officer from Fremch Naval Assault Party with flank
sattaliom of the 36th Infantry Divisiom; (11) Lisison officers from Combat Commend
SUDRE with ‘86th and 48th Infentry Divisiomsjy (12) Liaison officer and MP detail from
Combat Commend SUDHE with besch group over waich Combat Command SUDRE would lamd ia
first priority) {18) Liaison officer from Airborme Task Force with Corps.

in addition, the Corps Commander sent am officer to functlon as hls per-
sonal representative with each of the division commsnders. These officers were
briefed by General Truscott personally and prooceeded aboard the division commanders'
ships. Hach officer was equipped with a vehicular SCR 193 and reported into a special
aet,

To coordinate the landing end passage of I1I Freach Corps, a coatrol heade
quarters composed of two officers from Seventh Army, a VI Corps officer and am offiser
from II Fremeh Corps was provided. This coatrel group sas directed to assembls at the
Corps CP on D-day and set up a seperate headquarters om D £ 1, to exeocute the Corps
responsibility for passage through its limes of Il Fresch Corps.

3. CONCLUSION
®. Rocommandations .

As indiosted earlier an advantageous cireumstasmce in the plamaing of the
Southern ‘ramce lazding was the provisiosn of a unified plamning symdicate rspresesting
the division stalfs as well as the Corps. iurther agsisting in this ingtamce was the
breskdee: of the Corps and division staffs into plamming and operating divisions. Ia
the case of the Corps plamning stalf, the G-2, 0«3 and G-4 Sections were repregented
almost in their emtirety to assist the Corps Cosmender and the Corps Chief of Staff.
A small part of the Corps Artillery Headquarters sufficed to comstitute s planning
staff. With G=3, the Signal Seotion and the Corps AAA Erigade maintainmed planning
representatives, aad the Emgineer, Ordance Officer, Wwartermaster and Surgeén assisted
the G-4 §eotion with permanent represemtatives. Ths division planning staffs were some
stituted in a roughly similar mammer. With a relatively small group of plenning perse
cumel comoentrated ia ome area it is belisved that plamning was able to progress with
meximum iaformality and efficlency.

Adequate provisions for liaisom also costributed materially to the suscessful
coordination of this operatiom. Obviously im the initial stages of the execution of
an smphibious eperation comsumications are complicated and difficult to maintain, In
tals cese, however, provision was made for adeguate officer persommsl to provide for
maximum interchange of informationm.

Detailed plasming with units supporting asd cooperating with growsd uaits.is
essontial, In this lastanes, naval gus fire and Air Foree persommel were willing and

the irtentions and the desires of ground troops by means of constant perscaal contacts f
Only by intimate knowledge of joint plans cam proper priorities be placed om the attack
of desired targets in the requirsd emount of effort by supporting forces.

e i e —————————— ==

—

be Comparisom with Similar Operation
The Aserican landing on the Horth Coast of Africa, though not a fallure, did
illustrate aumerous lastances of violation of basis prizscipale in the planning aad

-m-

)

able to assist with meterial support, but they hed to become fully cenversant with [



conduct of am amphibious operation. For purposes of contrast with the Southers
Frence laadiag some of the violations of amphiblous primeipals dus to faulty tech-

nique and improper training are as follows;

(1) Peilure of coordimation im plassing, All plammiag headquarters -
in this operation were set up at widely separated points. Army and Havy headquarters
were separately established. Sueh a physicsl arrangement maturally made only for mis-
interpretations, leoss of time im settliag jolat problems, developaent of misunderstane
dings between the services, aud evemtual lack of coordination which was most duagerocus
to the suecessful comsmmmation of the operatiom.

(2) Paulty loadirg of vessels made neceseary by improper order of
arrival of cargoes at the port. In some imstamces it wag necessary to desck load
sertain low priority Army and Alr Forse equipment on top of combat loads of assault
Infantry fattelions becauss this equipment made its appearance too late for remd-
Justment of ship losding,

(3) lack of combimed trailming between the imdividuals who were actually
going to de the jobe Some ships that were scheduled to carry Infamtry asssult units
arrived toe late to partieipate full-scale in a rehearsal for the lamding. In addit-
ion, key personmel suoh as Army Trausport Qusrtermasters and Navy small boat coxswaling
were mnot fully terained, 4

(4) mMaulty coordimation of maval guafire support due to faulty commuae
ioations and lack of axperionce by both Army aad Navy persomnel.

(5) Improper amphibious equipment, Without question, the grest strides
which were mede in the design and comstruction of amphibious oraft between. the periods
of the North Africss landing emd the Southera France landing materially effzated %he
smooth unloading in Southern France as oontrasted to the unsurmouantable diffioulbties
encountered in North Afréca. Likewise, ndvancds made in communiosntions equipment, note
ably the SCR 300 redio, greatly simplified the problem of control aad ccordimation
once the ground units were ashore. :

(€) Faulty organization and laek of traimimg of shore emgineers. The
development of a teohnique of shore eagineer operatiom plus the wealth of experiense
on the part of shore engimeer persoanel served to form an unbelievable contrast
between the beach opsrations during the two lendings.

- 2] -



Copy No - e

Ref Eo X-1188 . HEADQUARTERS SEVERTH ARMY tAuths
AFPO 758 : Initial

2 November

SUBJECT: Directive,
TO s Commanding Go ﬂr %
Conmanding Gensrid, S S

1. Seventh Army sttacks on D Day; deatro ﬂn zone West of the RHINE;
captures STRASBOURG and maintains contaect with ri outh) flank of Twelfth Army
Group.

2. a. Boundaries: See letter, this Headquarters, dated 26 Oetq’hor 1944, subjeot:
"Directive; General Plan for Future Operations”,

b, D Day, H Hour later.
3. a. VI Corps:
(1) Continue present operations.
(2) Wot later than D f 2, attack on the axis: (87 DIE - STRASBOURG).

(3) Heceive and introduge into combag the 100th Inf Div and the 103d
Inf Div, upon arrivel and attachment to VI Corps.

(4) Relieve and move the 45th Inf Div (with 151st Tk Bn, 646th TD Bn
and 106th AAA AW Bn attached) to the EPINAL - BAINS LES BAINS Army
rest area on or before, 10 November. These units revert to Army
reserve on arrival in rest areas.

b XV Uoral

(1) Maintain active and close contact with enemy in zone.
(2) Attack on D Day; eapture and seours SARREBOUKG; thereafter force
SAVERNE GAP, apd be prepared to exploit Bast of the VOSGES.

(3) Be prepared to employ the 46th Inf Div, Reinf, when relessed by
this Headguarters.

e Tro&gu
(1) Field Artillery:

(a) The following units are relieved from attachment to VI Corps
and are attached to XV Corps effective as indicated;

17 FA Bn (1556 How), O60CA, 7 November 1944

976 FA Bn (156 @un), 0600A, 7 November 1844

59 Armd FA Bn, O€00A, 9 November 1944.
Uowment of units by direct arrangement be'ween CG VI Corps
and CG XV Corps.

(b) The following \mits. val in Army area, are attached
to XV Corps:

\,:- i
{;\‘f ? @s‘zm flow (/ Det Btry B, 575 FA Ba (8" Gun)).
ﬂm and place of arrival later.

-lﬁ

T




._

€6 V1 Corps will release B83rd Chemiecsul Bn (less Co B) for attachment
to XV Corps after arrival in Corps area of 85th Chem Bn. Exact time
and place of arrival later,

(2) Chessieals -

de Alr Supperts
(1) Preparatory phase: No change.
(2) Opepatiom] Phase: Augmented air foroe: will give meximum close

support to ground force actions, through present existing agencies,
It will also be prepared to interdioct enemy movements.

: &i hpture AR and highway bridges and

For administrative details see Administrative Order o 12, dated 1 Nov and
letter this Headquerters dated 4 Nov, subject: "Ammunition Allocation".

5

By Command of Lieutenmant CGeneral PATCH:

A. A. ﬂﬂms.
Brigadier Gemeral, GSC,
Chief of Staff.

OFFICIAL:
JOHN 8, GUTHRIE,
Coloml. 6.3.0..
A. Ce of 8., G=3.
DISTRIBUT I0K: Cepy No
ce 1
c/s 2
G-1 3
G-2 4
G=3 B -7
G-4 8
Arty )
AAA 10
¢4 11
::‘# 12
Sig 13
ASC 14
French Mission : 15
VI Corps 16 - 21
XV Corps 22 - 27
Firat French Aruy 28 ﬂ

e : >
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ANNEX Neo 2
to
- FO Fo 7

B8e Vill the enemy defends pu
1) The heights LE COURE MT' (Ve S
2) The hill mass 8 of ST DIEY
3

The high ground N of RAON L'ETAPE (Ve3479)7
If so, in what strongth?

be Vhat reserves or reinforcevents, infantry and srmer, can be cormitted
agaivat cut frout? Where are they locoted? How will they 'ho employed? To
reinforce units in comtact? Or to counterattack?

ee Vhere are the enemy’s main artillery position aress? Strength of each
area’¥.

de Hao the enemy withdrawn the bulk of his forces from the Corps 8 flank?
If so, to what gercral area?

(a) BSurveillsnce of rall and road nets in following prioritys

() Rall end rosd nets lesding toward ST DIE (V-2265) frem
* the B and B.
(2) Road nets h.as.g“ toward RAOH LYNTAPE (Ve2479) =
BACCARAT (V. ) ares from ¥ and ¥E,
Road nets N from NB from QERARDMER (v-3621),
Rail movements in the WHINE Valley,

(b) Maintain surveillance of areass

(1) 8 wovEENOUTIE® (v-m-a!mtv-ms) == DAALES
(V=5372) =~ FOUSSEY (V-4781).

() rexoms (v- == CIREY (v-:.m == BLANONT (V-3499)
== MORYIGNY v-:m.). 5 TR

Q) PRAIZR (Vel550) == < Y '
(V-4265)
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(2) FPhoto Missions

{a) Deily PRU coverage across Corpe fromt to a depth of 10 miles,
weather pernitting.

(b) Tae/R pinpoimts end strips in accordence with daily requests
(Division requests for visual and photo missions to be made through Corpe G=2)

be 100th Inf Div

(1) Aggressive recomnaiesence in zone as 4 od.
particular attention N flsnk and t.mrdrc};ul‘_ 3 %ﬁ
cs 3d Inf Div and 1034 Inf Div wﬂt TE . .
(1) Aggressive recomnaissance immediate fronts as directed by Division
Commanders.

de ﬁh Inf Div

(1) Aggressive recomnaisssnce to the I as directed by Division Con~
nander, particular gttemtion to determine immedistely indications of withdrawals,

G &'t-ﬂlmﬂrﬂ‘l

(1) adr artillery observers of both Corps and Division Artillery will be
employed to the maximum extent feasible without interforemce with artillery spotting
missions to observe and report enemy movements on Corps fromt with particuler
attention to roasd movements motorised and wechanized forces, Wissions for Corps
planes will be preseribed daily. Sectors and periods of obgervation will be co-
ordinated by the Corps Artillery Officer to insure contimous observation of main
road nets on immedlate Cerps front, :

bo

a. Operations

(1) Units will confine interrogation of Prisoners of War to those sube
Jects which are of direct tactical concern to their perticular echelon and Prisoners
of War will be held only so long as is sbsolutely necessary to accomplish this

brief interrogation,

(2) Interrogation of civilians and Allied personnel who have esceped from
the enemy will be accomplished promptly ard reported in the game way as for Prisoners
of War, with appropriste modifications,

(3) German Air Corps Prisoners of War

) (a) German Air Corps Flving Persomnel will be interrogated by
o ope, except alr interrogators,

(b) Captured German Air Corps Persomnel (Flying Pergomnel only) and
their equipment will be roported to G-2 Hq VI Corps. Sp m““ ed gir in-
terrogators will be dispatehed immedistely to the plece of, epnfinenent

' (4) Prisomer of War Reports will be subsithed imery;
Hq VI Corps as followss:

: (a) Fumbers and mantj_ueatim‘k‘ﬁi"‘kﬁ and enlusted Prisoners of
War arranged by unite down to enemy Bns. o)

(b) Prisoner of War Imterrogations,

P
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be Captured Documents

(1) Ceptured documents will be forwarded to G2, Hq VI Corps, by festest
avallable seans, Leing retained by divisions and other subordinste unite only long
enough to extract informstion of immediste fgetiegl velue to the unit concerned,

(2) Persommel will be thoroughly imstructed on proper handling of doeuments
end the need for sending back immediately even the most insignificent pieces of paper
vhich often contain valusble informstion, Reotention of any decuments se souvenirs is
Prdl’-bitd.

¢, Cmptured Hsteriel

(1) Enemy materiel will be tu
ed for initial examinastion, Brief rep
through Intelligence Channels,

(2) Evacustion will be made through Service Chemmels with the least
practiceble delay.

(3) 8pecial reports concerming crashed enemy aireraft will be forwarded
immedistely through Intelligence Channels to G=2, VI Corps, These reperts will give
location, and time of cragh, together with such other pertinent data as are svail-
able. Ouarde will be mounted by the nearest aray unit on all crashed Allied or :
eneny aireraft without delay pending errival of Technical Intelligence Officer (air).

5. COMTIRINTELLICENCE (FM 30-25)
a. Cowter espionage and Countersabotage

(1) Policy

(a) Counterintelligence and security messures will be imposed swiftly
in order to suppress covert activities,

(2) Capture of enemy agents

(a) In order to prevemt sabotsge, sspionage and other subversive
activities, enemy agerts and sympethisers will be csptured as soon s poseible, They
will be confimed, gusrded and segrogated from sll other priscners of war, Their
hesdguarters, offices, quarters and ell places used in conmection with their
activities will be semrched for documente, ciphers, codes, wireless apparatus, and
other matter conteining and/ or perteining to military informetion, ﬂuu'l.il
probebly be carefully concesled necessiteting thorough search, Vhers pessible,

- the aid of Allied sympathizers will be solicited in comnection with the seareh.

Eneny sympathizers. This percommel will be detained until
interrogation or r evidence proves them harmless, Such interrogation will be

confucted by seeurity personnel who have complete suthority to order their release
or detention, ;

(b) 8M/SA/CIC persommel, assisted wh
of combat troops, will be utiliged to effect the
sympathizers and documents,

by suitsble parties
}e known eremy agerte

S/SA/016 will initgni\ nhdeassid measures to establish rosd
blocks at strstegic points e oxp® gone g0 that civilians can be
screened to faeilitste the K anyofptur agerts,



b. Counterintelligence Agencies
(1) The freedom of movement of counterintelligence personmmal when on

-uwmmﬂhmnmw.twmaaqammwthmﬁ.ﬁ
police or other military agencies.

(2) As the sgents of thelr respective Commsnding Generals, nn nower of

srrest is vested in the persomnel of the C-unterimtelligence Corps, Seeurite
Militaire, and Surete Aux Armees, 3

ce Camouflage and Comcealme: '
(1) Maximum use of nat exercised at
all times. ) -
(2) HNatural cover will be supplemented by artiﬂc end cemouflage
and light discipline striectly enforced,
(3) Crowdling en the march, st halt and in bivousc will be avoided.
(4) Yo uncovered or wood fires are suthorized unless, vhen overcast mekes

flying impossible, s well defiladed location is seleccted to prevent grmmi obe
servation,

ds mit"
(1) Prior to engagement, troops will be reminded, if eaptured, to give
only ngme, and and refraim from disclosing any information
during captivity whi nsmitted to the enemy by lirtening devices or

agents disguised as Allied soldiers,

(2) Corps documents will pot
No documents relstive to curremt op

|
:
i |
;
|

by the enemy are reduced to
all poassible stepe will be teken to this end,

(3) lese, capture or compromise of classified documente, codes, and
ciphers will be reported immediately to A C of 8, G-2, VI Corps.

(4) Disries and perséual letters will not be carried on the person or in
combet vehicles, Notes Diaries are not authorised in this Theater of Cperstions,

e. Civilian Contrel

(1) mumrm.wmummnmaﬂlu-mma _
 and held in custody until released by proper suthority, Those civilisns who are
tmnwmwwumlmtommduhmmuc!v:uprimn

and espionage suspects until their \mex establiched,
£ ® M. S e

(1) spotn ¥ ¥os | mim,wmtmdnhm-w
nost expeditious mes -‘rj, ipough chennele to A € of 8, G=2, VI Corps.
These will consist of Teporte of the arreet of importsmt enemy agemts, cases of
eabotage either euccessful or merely attempted, description of any newly discovered
or unknown sabotage devices, or any other matters of sufficlent mmo likely
to effect the immediate success of our operations,

-‘-
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6 DALLY PERICDIC REPORTS
8¢ To VI Corps

(1) Thrice daily as of O60CA, 1200A end 18004, divisions and separate units
will telephone or ctherwise forvard by most expeditious mesng avallable direct te
A C of 8, G=2, VI Corps (Redwood 2) a summary of enemy information for the preceding
period, This summary will follow generally the outline covered by (-2 Periodic

Report and must inmclude speeificslly Jthat, ¥hen, mfh and gource of imformstiom,
in addition to brief gencral evalustion of enemy activities,

(2) A full G-2 Periodic Report as of 2L00A for the preceding 2. hours
will be submitted daily se es to reach AC of 8, 0=2, VI Corps by 12004, Re~
ports will follow Form 16, page 114, cmidcmtteu will be
given to evaluated intelligence under
accompany report when practicable.

(3) Spot Reports. Flash reports on the foll ttod by the
most expeditious means direct to A € of 8, G=2, VI Corpss

b) Location of emeuy parachute or airborme troops,
¢) lovement of enemy reserves,

d) Armored forces,

(e) Counterattacks,

(f) Enemy air activity, giving location and time,

.E New identifications including locations and spot IP¥ reports,

bs FReports from VI Corps

(1) Intelligence Sumaries will be issued by G=2, VI Corps se of O600A,
12004 and 18004,

(2) Weather reports, including long-rsenge and daily forecssts, will be
disseninated by G-2 as avaeilable. ;

p“hum((’sl ﬁ;u'z Periedie Report as of 2400A for the preceding 24 hours will be
a .

BROOKS
MAS
OFFICIALs
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VI Corps
GRANDVIILERS (V2060), mmca
7 November 1944

ARNEX NO 3

l. Close Supports

ae Attack clese~in targets naqgm sholll on
request from Diva. ﬁ §$
(1) 7 Nov to 13 Fovs li’i

Priority te 100th m Biv. :
(2) 13 Nov to 15 Novs

Priority to 36th Inf Div. Targets as submitted by 3th Inf
Div no later than 1215004.

be. Close-in support intensified to assist clearing of area W MEURTHE
River .

¢, Adreraft available for targets of oppertunity on call.

Genersl Supports L
a. From 7 lNov to 20 Nov: Fighter-bomber attacks on follewings
Briority Tgt Desoription Coordinates
: RR Bridge V731514
2 Rail Cut V739650
3 Rail Cut VACHE00
4 cp V482632
5 Ratlon Dump V534688
6 Ammo Dump V455640
7 Ration Dump V566692
8 Road Cut V483408
9 Road Cut V469405
10 Ration Dump V6184
1 Ration Dump
12 Gun Pesition V448649
12 Barracks V428648
14 Ration Dump V4363

De

CFFICIAL:

CONFOR
Asst G-3



% VI Gorpe attadre an the axie BT 'TR (V2A65) « STREROTG (Gm Overlagy)s
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ISSUED FOR PLANRING @@ = = W &&=
PURPOSES ONLY

1.

e - RO | 1]

Vi Corp
CRARDVILLENS (V2060) FRANCE
1008004 Nov 44

be (1) Seventh Amy attacks D day; destroys
and oaptures STRASBOURG (W0198).
(2) XV Corps attacks D day; oaptures and geoures SANVERD forovs
SAVERNE Gap prepared to exploit & of VOSORS.
(8) II Pr Corpes Maintains present positions, maintaing contact with VI
Corps on Le
(4) XI1 TAC, Soe Amnex &, Adr Plan (Omitted).

VI Gorps attacks on the axle 8T DIN (V4168) - GTRASBOURG (Opa Overlay).
aes 100th Inf Di" atohds

117¢h Cav Nem 8q
o A, 1 Plat Co D 7634 Tk Bn
€o B, 1 Ren Plat 836th TD Bn

(1) Be prepared to attack on Corps order by 15 Nov, soize the high greund
E of RAON L'BZAPE (mn)mmu:uuumm’gunm)
« BT BLAIS LA ROCHE (V9778). :
(2) Protect Corps L () flank.
(8) Maintaln contact with XV Corps on L.
be 8d Inf Div, atohd;
?ﬂﬁﬁhi-ﬂtﬂ}
601et T2 Bn (=« Co ©
54 cm) "a {«Co B)

(1) Be prepared to oross MEURTHF R, and attack ME on exis SAALES (V6372) -
BT ASBOURE, : :

ds 86th Inf Div, atehds
7854 ™k B (~Co A, 1 Plat Co D

636th TD Pn (<Co B, 1 femn Plat
o € 3d Oml Bn

Co D 834 cml Bn
(1) oOm Corps order relloxe ADK : “ URTIHE R.
(2) Continue aggress§ e B LT N ook on he lime MEVETHER

R - ARULD « 0% it
(3) Protcot GCorps B (J) ieadH



(4) Masintain contmet «ith adjacent clmments on R,

e Qorps Artillery, Ammex 2, Arty.

f. 3b6th Brig, Ammex 3, AAA,

£ Pﬁi& Continue present mission.
h.e Corps &t

36th Engr C Regt
48th Engr ¢ Bn

(1) Support the orossing snd advance ofg 5
(2) Bridging equimment as follows ava bridges at sites Vie
MOYFNMOUTIER and 8T MICHEL (VSe7
(a) Onme inf mssault bridge and/or #
provided in the zome of attack of
(b) One 80' fixed M1l Treadway bridge will
attack of 36th Inf Div.
(¢) One inf assault bridge and /or ons 240" M1 Trea

dway bridge will be

# -

131 e
provided in the zome of attack of 108d Inf Div, Z?‘
(d) Ome 130' D/ Bailey bridge will be provided in the zome -of stiack
of 5d, $6th, 100th, amd 103d Inf Divs.
(¢) Inf suppbrt equirment will be provided to Div Engrs in the zoms eof
attack of 3d and 1034 Inf Divs.
(8) Gorps Emgrs will relieve Div Engrs of maintenance of MSR as far fowward
as situation permits.
x. Attachments effeotive on date to be announced.

zone of

4, Adminigtration: No change.

B. &, Axis of Sig Com:
(1) V¥Igorps = Opn Overlay.
(2) Dpivisions - Axig of attack.
bs CPg -~ Opn overlay.

¥sj Gen

OFFICIAL:
s/ Connor
t/ CONNOR
G-3
4 ANNEXES: 1 - Opm Cverlay.
2 - Arty
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10 %
YI COERPS
CRUMYILLIRS (V2080) FRANCE
TSSUED FOR PLANNIIG 1008004 Yovember 1044
EURQoms oLy
OISLLNE LA St

¥AP: TRANO® 3 /100,000

1. 2. %o eurvent 6-2 Periodie i'pom
3 (1) 7th Arey atta rdntrgys eneny in sone ¥ of the REINN,

end saptures FPET
(2) XV Corps attafi N A gl sbeures SARRTROURG (GP01E), forces
(3) 11 Tr Cowps: Medmteln Stetol i ”ﬂuu conteet A th

SAVERTY CAP nig
VI Corrs on L.

(4) TI1 TAD, mee Arnox 4, Alr Plan :
2. VI Cornn stiseks on the saxis 3 DIT (VA165) - ITRASBOURG (Opn Overlay).

%. 8. 1008 Iof Div, stehds

117¢th Cav Rea S
fo A, 1 P1at Co D 7534 Tk Bn
Co B, 1 Ron Plet 6358th T Bn
234 Cml Bn (~Ces B, M)

(1) %e srepared to attsek on Corps order by 15 Nov, selse the high
pround ® of RAOW LVITAPE (V3378) and sdvance to ¥ on axis MOYEROUTIE
(v2098) - 97 BLAIOE LA ROUCHE (V5778).

(2) rTrotees Corps L (W) flenk.

(1) Wedatein contect «Ath XV Corps on L.

2. 3 Inf iy, stohd:

?56th T Ba (0o ©)
60 et ™ Ba («00 )
% Cm)l Bn («Cos B, C)

(1) Re prepered to mttsek on Corps order by 20 Yov, seize bridgshesd
in zome soross MEURTER RIVER (Opn Overlay).

(2) On Corps order seise high ground ¥ of SAALES (V5372) and contimue
ody on oxis SABLYS « STRASROUTG,

. 108 Iaf Div, atemd:

(1) Wela uu ¥ ef MMURTHE RIVER in sone vith minimm forces,

(2) Ta prepered to attssk on Corps order 20 Yov, seisze bridgehosd
seross VEIRTHR RIVER (Oon Overlay).

(3) Selwe high ground WE of ST DIE, espture 57 DIE, advance teo U5 ond
selse 1ine ANTLD (V4254) - FRAIZR (V4B54) - BAW DX LAVILINY (VBOSD),
thereafter to advanse to ¥¥, vrotect the Corne R (B) fNank (Opn
overlay). Coordinete with 36th Inf Div,

4. 8% Inf Div, stehd:

7634 ™ Ba (0o A, 1 vlat Co D
636¢th T9 Ba (<fo B, 1 Ren riat
Co C 34 Om1 Pn
0o D B34 Cm1 Bn

-'1-
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(1) Contimme ar-ressive motion to estadlich and dlock on the line
HIBTRY BIVIR - ANOULD - GURARDNER (v3541).
(2) Protest Jompe R (9) flank.
(3) Maintein contset vith adjscent elements on =,
8. fSorps Argillery, Amnex 2 Arty.

F A JAnnex 3 AAA,
£. A t Continue nresent mission.
k. ' 1

: S6th Ener C Regt
48¢h Tngzr O Bn

(1) Support the croast '

(2) Pridging emuirment g - 2% 7h i at sites
vieinity MOTEMOUITER and ST O Y 5%
(2) Ore inf assemlt bBridee andfor one 2 adway bridee

¥il1 b nrovided in the vone of the 34 Inf A
One 90! fixed M1 Treadway bBridege will be provided im the sone
of atteck of 36th Inf Mv.
One inf asemlt dridge and/or one 240' M1 Treadway bridge wil)
b® rrovided in the zone of the 103rd Inf Div attack,
One 130" 1/D Badly Bridee will be provided in the zome of
attack of 34, 58th, 100¢h and 1032 Inf Divs.
Inf support emipment will de provided to Div Tncrs in the zone
of ~ttaok of 34 end 1034 Inf Divs

(5) Comps Prors vill relieve Div Eners of mednt of MOR as far Ol as

situntion permite,

X. Att-elmente effective on dnte to be announced,

CEEEE

Admind atr=flon: Yo change,

. Axio of Mg Comm:

(1) 7 Oerps - Opn overlay.

(2) Mvision - Axie of attack, i
k. OPs « Opn cverley.






Copy Fo

FO 8

VI cORPS
"BANDVILLERS (V2060), PRANCE
1518004 November 1944

MAPy PRANCE 1/100,000

l. a,
Be

2. VI

be

de

Intell igence: Amex 2.
(1) Seventh Army eontinues attack; destroys enemy in zone W of the RHINE,
gnd captures STPASBOURG (WO1%8).
(2) XV Corps continues attack; captures and seoures SARRTBOURG (Q8015), -
BAZ RN Gap, prepared to exploit E of VOSGES.
(8) II Fr Cogp 1ins prauure. Conforms to forward progression of

VI CorpsH : aRY ot wi.'ul VI Corps on L.
(4) XTI TACH S " - S‘g
Corps continue attack on the ax 1}85) - STRASBOURG (Opns Overlay)

100th Inf Div, atechd:

117 th Cav Ron Bq

Co A, 1 Plat' Co D 753d Tk Bn
Co B, 1 Plat Ren Co €36'h TD Bn
i34 Cml Bn (=Co's &, D)

(1) Contimue attack to seige line AB (Opn Overlay)s. Advance to E on axis
MOFNMOUTINR (vss'rs; - CHAMPINAY (V5479).

(2) Protect Corpe L (N) flank.

(3) Haintain eontact with XV Corps on L.

3d Inf Div, atohd

766th Tk Bn (- Co B) %
601st TD Bn (- Co C)
3d cml Bn (~ Cos B, C)

(1) BHold line W of MIUFTHE R in 20me with minimum forces.

Ea; Assemble 2 Inf RBegts by 20086004 Nov in area indicated (Opn Overlay).

3) Attack on Corps order, thru e¢lements 100th Inf Div in _one. Advence
to NE on axis SAALES (VS372) - STRASBOURG. (Opn Overley)

1084 Inf Div, atehd:

Co B 7668th Tk Bn
Co ¢ €0lsgt TD Bn
Cos B, € 8d Cml Bn

El; Hold line W of MPURTHE R in zome with minimum forcese

2) Assemble 2 Inf Regts on Corps order in area indieated (Opn Overlasy).

(8) Attack on Corps order, seize high ground NE of ST DIB, capture ST DIE
advance to SE and seize line mm (74254) -~ FRAIZE (V4564) - BAN DE
LAVILINE (V6060) (Opn Onrhy) inate with 38th Inf Dive

36th Div, atehd: \{

768d Tk . 1 Rt o)

63"& 1,01 Plet Sen Co)

Co D ¥

(1) ccntiw;o ngguuiw sotion and block on the line ANOULD - GERARDMER
(v364l1),

(2) On Corps order relieve 103d Inf Div in :me,

(3) Maintain con'sct with adjscent elements on Re

(4) Protect Corps R (§) flank.

14th Armd Div (upon release by Seventh Army):
Asgemble in area indieated on Corps order.

_h_- SR



4.

(2) O©On Corps order, pass thru 100th Inf Div and 3d Inf Div, attack in
multiple columns on the axis ST MICHIL (V37€9) - STRASBOURG and
seize objretive indicsted.

(3) Coordimte with Divs passed thru.

f. Corps Arty: Ammex 3, Arty.

Be 36th Briz: Annex 4, AAK,

he 18% Armd Gpr Continue nt mission.

i. Cor 8: Anmex §

xs (1) Attachments e
(2) Only minimum essen

¥EURTHE R for 24 hour dipg elements of divisioms
eresss Bridge priority (in : ijf ¥
BACCARAT - 100th™ 1 nﬁi

RAON L'ETAPE - 3d I
CLAIREFONTAIRE - 103d Inf Div
(3) Infantry divisions will be prepared to motorize ome CT on 2 hrs notice.

riation will be moved & of

Administrationt See AO No 1 this Hg, 9 Nov 44.

a, Axis of Sig Coms

(1) VI Corps - Opn Overlay.

(2) Divisions - Axis of attack.
be CPs - Opn Overlay,

BROOKS
Maj Gen

OFFICIAL:

8 ANNEX"8:

Engr (to be igsued later)
Air (%o be issued later)
Operation "THUNDER" (Srecial Dist)
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ANNER Yo 2

1Initisd

Fo ¥e 8 tDete:
13188

¥I CORPS
CRANDVILLERS (V-2060) FRANCE
1818004 November 1944

a, Vi1l entuy attemrt to defend mlong 2 genersl line: _
(1) CLAIMIPONTAING (V-3674) == MOYRIMOUTIER (V-3976) ~SENONES
(V=4477) == CTLLES SUR FLAINE (V-4284),

(2) W7 DIORMONT (V-4768) - 1411 627 (V-4572) -— Hi1l 606 (V-4675)
- Hi11 730 (V-4780).

If %0, in vhat strenmzth?

%. How and vheve will the emsmy oppese our advapce after his main posie
tion hae bDoen hreched? Ry delaying setion or by withdrewing to ~nother
defensive ronition?

e. Yhat reserves or reinforcerents, infantry and armer, cea be committed
arainet our front? Vhere are they located? Hew wil] they be empleyed? To
counterattask? Teo reinforce umits in contact? To erganize a rear defensive
resition?

d. Yhere nre the enemy's main ertillery positien areas? Sirength of
each aren?

a2, Jeventh Army
f1) Vieus) missions
(2) Surveillamee of rail snd read nets in following priority:

(1) Rail and romd movements leading towerds ST DIN (V-4268)
from the V9 and 7, paying varticular attemtion to the MOLSEEIM (V8203) ==
SAMLES (VeB273) and SELETAT (V-7062) = OF% MARTE (7-5061) rosd nets.

(2) Highwey 392 detween RAON LES LRAU (V-5390) - CHLLES

gy T ——

@{k i
(4) Rond mets leading ¥ from OERARIMER (V-3641),

(8) Read snd rail)l mevements im the REINE Valley giviag
izmediate information of trecp movememts towards the YOS RS Meuntaine inw=
cludine time, cempomition and location of wovement.

-] =-




et N

{b) ¥aintain surveillance of areas:

({) ST DIB (V-4268) —- SAALES (V-85372) == ST BLAISH
(V=8778) «= NOTSSEY (V-478]1) -- MOYEMOUTIER (V-3978).

(2) VISEMBAOK (V-5362) =- 57 MARGUARITE (V-4463) ==
SAULCY (V-4380) =~ FRAIZE (V-4564).

Particular attention to enmemy concentration mrems and

ssance in zene as directed My

Y. 1008h Inf Dlv. Agerss
CHLLRES SUR PLAINE (V4284) and

00; »articular attention ¥ flenk
LA PETITE RACE (Ve-4578).

e, T4 Inf Piv. Agzressive reconnais

d, 1034 Inf Piv. Aggressive recennaiecent d by Div C06; par-
tieular attantion te enemy avemes of appresch f a7 Valley through
the LY BOWIOMNT (V-5452) -. @7 MARIE (V-5061) and LUBINE #V-5768) passes.

e, 36%h Inf Div, Ageresgive reconneissance te E and 5% ae A rected by
M™Mv 00; noartienlar attention te indiestions of withdrawel,

%, 100%h, %2 and 1034 Dive will pey pa-ticular attention to reutes of
sdvance that bypese enemy resistance snd sui tadble terrain for empleyment of
armor,.

4, TR INTALLS
Yo change, see Annex ¥e 2 to FO We 7, VI Corpe,

BROOKS
MAJ GEN
OFPIOTIAL:
1)
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J - V1 CORPS
. - GRANDVILLERS (V2060), FRANCE
7 u‘{ 1818004 November 1544
/% QROANIZATION POR GOMBAT % '
' a4 Divieion Artillery f N

(1) 34 Inf Div: )
Orgenic:s § 1t Bas, 1 med Bn) _ v
Atohd : 93d AFA Ba ) mmﬂ?”‘m s
(2) 86th Iaf Div:
Organics 3 1t fns, 1 med Bn -~ Direct lup}a(i “ih Inf Piv
(8) 100th Inf Div: .
Orgmia: 318 Tt L %06 B0 1 1ypeet cgport 1008 Taf Div
(4) 1084 Inf Divy '
Organic: 3 1t ins, 1 med Bn ~ Direet support. Reinforce fires
/' ba Corps Artillery of & Inf Div Arty.
/ (1) 6th FA Group: :
: $6th FA Bn (156 mm
634th PA Bn (155am How
14lst FA Bo (l65mm anr)
Mission: OCeperal auppm Reinforce fires of 3d Inf Div Arty.
(2) 17¢h FA Group:
977¢h FA Ba (156mm Guu)
Mission: OCeneral sup ort. Rei:force fires of 1034 Inf Div Arty,
counterbattery in zone of 1034 Inf Div and 36%h Inf Div,
(3) 40sth FA Group:
935th FA Bn (4.5" Ounm)
§36th FA Ban (166mm How)
Misslon:; Oeneral support, Reinforce fires of 100th laf Div Arty.
Haintain lisison with XV Corps Arty.
(4) 85%h FA G
985th FA Ba (8" Ew;
184th FA Ba (8" How
Migsions O=neral support.

2. sovEMENT.

Corps artillery battslions will institute immediate recontaissance and
preparation m sttack position areas coordinsted with divisions in whose
fare located, Yovements will be coordinated with division

; Ammunition alloutig Ehﬂﬂod l.'l %o 24 Wov "B" soale. 50% of
‘this allotment will be alloest®d in bulk to divisions, Remainder will be
. sllooated daily by Corps Artillery Hq as situstion distates.

OFFICIAL, : :
. \H Connor
CONNOR
g-3



ANEEX NO 4
70 Vi CORPS
FO 8 GRANDVILLERS (V2060) FRANCE

181800A November 1844
ANTIAIRCRAFT ARTILLERY

1, a. Annex No 4.
be Friendly Troops: Aviation =

2e gr_gmiutlon of AAA for Combate. %
[
nl'
“

a, 355th AAA Brigede, atohd;
(1) &%a BAAA Group:
441st AAA AW Bn (SP)
4434 AAA AW Bn (SP)
898th AAA AW Bn

534th AAA AW Ba
431st AAA AW Bn

Support 3d Inf Div ~

Support 36th Inf Div -5

Support 100th Inf Div

Support 108d Inf Div

Support Corps Arty and protect vitel
Areas.

LI I I

(2) Slst AAA Group:

62d AAA Gun Bn

Reinforee Corps Arty and protect
vital areas.

Reinforce Corps Arty and protect
vital areas.

216th AAA Gun Bn = Reinforce Corps Arty and protect
vital areas.

Protect Corps Arty, bridges and

vital areas.

Protect Corps Arty, bridges and

vital areas

724 AAA Gun Bn

439th AAA AW Bn

5334 AAA AW Bn (~Btries C,D)

8. Migsions;

ae Support main effort by:

(1) Providing HVY and LT AAA protection for combat troops, Corps vital
areas and defiles.

(2) Establishing a concentrated AW defense of river crossings, bridges and
their approsches in the divisional jones of atteck. A minimum
of one (1) AW battery will be provided by divisional AW battalions
for the protection of each division's main line of communications
bridge across the WREURTHE R.

(3) Reinforcing Field Artillery shoots with HVY AAA battekles, these
batteries to be employed in FA role as requested by Corps FA.
Commander.

(4) Reinforcing divisional sutomatic weapons fire with SP wmounts, as
directed by Div Commanders.

g[éz 10n, Bk

/ c VN rH v 'ﬁ
,4;/ cg::; bl ‘g‘”.‘_m
G=3 A
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ATHEX NO
T0
FO 8

1, Corps Engineers assist advance of DS s
tal

2.

.

—_——

By Authority of
CG VI Corps
Initials;

1¢ Bov 1944

VI COnFs
GRANDVILLERS (V2080) FRANCE
5 19 Fov 1944

INGINEER

Provide, transport, and ins » heavy ponton and

treadway bridging as requi £

Relieve Div Frgrs of rosd eonstruction amd maintenance
on MSRs well forward, [

2. 8. 56th Engr C Regt, less 1 Co, atehd 2 pla B3P0, roer sop B (w/two
30* DD Balley Br), and Det 166th Eng: DT iy B4 Doy Br). Construc ta

cne CI 40 eressing in vieinity of "TIVAL~CLA H pne Cl 40 crossing
in vieinity of ST NICHEL-SURMEURTEE. If required, éofgt#uffts one Cl 40
crossing at and olears MSR through RACN L'ETAPE. In adg¥tion, provides

and eonstructs Bailey or Tdwy bridges as required by CUs of 3d amd 1054 Inf
Dive in Div zones. Msintains MSRs forward in the zones of the 5d and 1034
Inf Dive.

be 1 Co 86th Engr © Re atehd, Det 81st DUEW Co (w/130' DD Bailey Br), and
Wlﬂﬁmr‘ PT € 'oi iw/na' Tdwy Br), supports 10Cth Inf Div. Bridging will

be conmittad on order of CG 100th Div,
49th Fnzr ¢ (less 1 Co), if required, constructs on €l 40 crossing at and
olears gh 8T DIE.

de 1 Co 48tk atochd Det 8340th DUKW oo (w/130' DD Bailey Br), and Det
W%L“ T Go (w/135' M1 Tdwy Br), supports 56th Inf Div. Bridging will

be committed on order 06 38th Inf Div.

e. 1585d Engr v Fon % transports, and assists in construction of Heavy Ponton
idge as requir CC 36th "ngr C Regt.

f+ Surve t 66lst Sngr Topo Co, furnish trig control in Corps area as reguirede

= Yorfa T

rward engr ran.

BHOOKS
¥aj Gen
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VI CORFS
GRANDVILLERS (V2080), FRANCE

ANNEX HO 6 19 Hovember 1944
T0
o 8 AIR
1. Prior %o D-Day: 0
a. Close Support: :
Close in support will be in to 100th Inf Div,

be

Ce

D=

b.

Adreraft available for fargets of

(3) Scheduled missions will be diverted to
opportunity. ; w4

(4) "Horsefly" and arty smoke shells will be used ‘bo Mk .getl.

General Support:

(1) Attacks on Imown enemy installations end communications targets.
See Incls §2.

Armed Ron:

equested as needed on following routes:

CIREY (V4298) - BADONVILLER (V3889)- RAON L'ETAPE (V3479

MOYENMOUTIER (V3776) - SAALES (V5372) - ST BLAISE (V6879

ST DIE (V4185) » ST HARIE (VS861) - SELESTAT (V7862) :

ST DIE (V4165) - FRAIZE (V4554) - COLMAR (V7242) - MUNSTER (V5638)

STRASBOURG (meo) - ST DIE (V4165)

SELESTAT (V7862) - SAALES (V6372) - ST DIER (V4168)

Close Support;
Wz-%r/n attacks on enemy strong points, troop concentrations
and gun positions, priority to 34 Inf Div. See Inels #l.
(8; Targets will be atteoked on ocall from Divs.
Aireraft availele for targets of opportunity om calls
(4) Scheduled missions will be diverted to targets of opportunity.
iﬁg "Horsefly"™ and arty smoke shells will be used to mark targots.
Attecking flights will reconnoiter following routes after bombingsh
RAON LY'ETAPE (V5479) - RAON LES LAU (V5390) - BAREMBACH (V6287T)
MOYBNMOUT IER (n'ns; - MOUSSBY (V4781) - ST BLAISE (V687%8)
MOYENMOUTIER (VS776) ~ SAALES (V6372) - ST DIE (V4165)
ST WARIE (V6861) -~ BAN DE LAVELINE (V5061) - ST DIE (V4165)
GERARDMER (V4842) - ANOULD (V4154) - BAN DE LAVELINE (V5061)

General Support:
!IJ E’&SE- on ¢nown enemy gun positions, e mmunition dumps, com=
munications targets and suprly installasions. Priority list

of targets - Inols #2.
(2) Bombing of comunications targets well beyond the Corps sone
will be carried out in accordance with Seventh Army overall plan,
Armed Ron: Will be requested as needed on the following routes;

CIREY (V4298) ~ BADONVILLER (V3889) - RAON L'ETAPE (V3479)

BAREMBACH (V6287) = BAON LES LAU (V53580) - RACH L'ETAPE (V3479)

STUASBOURG (VOO00) - ST BLAISE (vss'ra) - MO¥® R (V3778)
STRASBOURG (V0000) = sm V53 7;

STRASBOURG (voooo AR 61) = 8T DIE
SELESTAT (V4554) - ST DIB (v4165)

: _ X'} nn V4165

‘- -axmnnn (vas42)
GERARDMER (V4642) = mouw (v4l64) - ST DIE (V41685)
MULHOUSE (V6906) ~ GUEBWILLER (V6123) - GERARDMER (V3642)
MULHOUSE (V6906) = THANN (V5213) -~ GERARDMER (V3642)

ds ngtor Cover; Maximum fighter cover will be provided during dey-

ours for protecticn of Air OPs and ground troops against
enemy A/C.

-1-
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2,
L ﬁ!hﬂ:
1) PBeginning at 0800A on D plus 1, and every 0 mins reafter
e

the
12 A/C vi1) arrive im VI Corps seme, cirele for 30 mins and ff
ne suitehle torget c2n be gzivem will ge on to attack an alternnte

tnapet,

(2) Fmown enemy lecations other than targets of opportunity will be
gnlled in to VI Corps 0-3 Alr, Scheduled circling flisghtes 11
be briefed on these targets a2s a) ternates in addition to gen~
erel suppert =1ternates,

ssg Aup schedul od mission wil) be diverted to targets of opportunmity.

£

"Hersefly” and arty smoke shells will be used to mark targeds
wvhen nesded,

b. W: Attack will be contimued on known rear area
ons and commumications tergets,
e, Hl Surveillsnce will be smintsined on routes listed in par
e, ority to routes in zone of main effort.

Ypy m
OFFICIALY [ 4 J' _
) o Jf//%?

Inels ~ 1 = 0leee Suppert D-Day
2,~ Genersl Suppert Targets.
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CLOSE SUFORT D-DAY /™

~ Misaion Times  Target Deseription and Ooordim\h@l) # Ms Remarks

1 Strong Point V370766 12 &“‘ laze - 504
ag - 50X P

2 Strong Point V368752 12 . \\_,
3 Strong Point V388743 ¢ "

4 Strong PointV368737 12 ¢

5 Strong Point V877727 12 »

8 Strong Point V378747 12 .

7 ' Troop Concentration V383739 12 »

8 ' "~ Troop Coneentration V388743 12 »

c Strong Point (HURBACHE) 12 .

V408727

*-Schedule to be coordimted with 3d Inf Div as ground attack progresses

B

(EE My .Y
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Inecls #2
To

Amnex #6
Te

FO 8

10
11
12
14
18

17

19

Ay

Genersl Support Targets

Target Desoription Coardinates
RR Bridge V731914
Rail Cut V739650
Rail Cut V600818

Road Cut > !/ V469405
Detraining Point "-‘-4 p V481651
N ¢
Gas & Ammo Dump & A #}“8“3
SO [
. L ."i

Barracks & Storage 42

Foad Cut £ & V488408

Llarge Ammo Dump vsg"

Gas & Ammo Dump V72 828
Motor Pool V457608 to V459809
Ammo & Ration Dump V514678 & V532724
Stores velsd
Supply Dump V534658
Ammo Dump V578754
Engr Bridge Equipment Dump V847372 -
: VegasTe ¢
VE49564
Food Dump V492628
Div Ammo & Ration Dump V611869
Estion & Clothing Dump V4363

Co CP V411878

mr
LIg fgl ‘q‘mﬁm {5 ?



ARNEX NO 7 YI CORP8
TO , GRANDVILLERS (720&), FRAECE
FO 8 181800A November 1944
1. MISSIOH.

CORCIEUX (V3652), Lt PAIRE (V3759), BIFFONTAINE (V er tos

as Deceive the enemy as to the direction of the main Corps effort,
be Influctce the wmoving and committing of enemy reserves,

To similate preparstion for an sttck tﬂ”&) from the area

2. @ s (With concurrence CG Scventh Aramy)
1 te comcentration of division area LA CHAFFFLLE (V2954) -
BIFFONTAINE (V3057) - BELMOMNT (V2758). Recomnaissance parties te
operate in ares 19 Nov, Assembly areas chosen will be marked with unit

sigus,

{(2) Reconnsfssence parties will visit 36th Inf Div command install.-
tions in avea N of Ee¥ line thru CONCINUX (V3652) onm 19 Nov.

(3) Dummy radio net to be opened on 20 Nov using division eall signs
and frequencies,

i% Increase aggressive patrol actiom on 19-20 Nov pushing troops
forwsrd to hold all ground found unoccupied,

(2) On afterncon 19 Nov register mortars, using smoke, on all known
and suspected enemy positions along fronmt N of CORCIEUX,

(3) ©n 19-20 Nov incresse motor traffic during daylight hours on
roades BRUYERES (V2457) - LA HOUSSINRE (V3455) - LA CHAPFELLE
gzesl.; = CORCIEUX (V3652) and LAVELINE (V275.) - CRANGES

3049) « '

2 _
i%i Movement of 33 Inf Div to new area to be made under cover of
darkness except for small reconnsisssnce parties,

1) BSimulate the cencentration of Corps and A5th Inf Div Arty under
control of the Corps Arty Commsnder in the generasl area indicated
in par 1 above. Registrations from several different locations
to be made by use of moving guns, Increase Cub plame activity
in 36th Iaf Div sector using A5th Inf Div Cubs.

(2) New gun positions will be thoroughly camouflaged prior te
octupation, MNovement of Corps and 3d Inf Div Arty to new posi-
tions will be under cover of darknees,

(3) Dummy guns will be left in old positions.

s

Fighter-bomber and Armed Ren missions to be flown im FRAIZE
(V4554) - AWOULD (V4254) area om 19-20 Nov,

be

BROOKS
Maj Gen
OFFICIALS /M%rﬂ' . W
3 Copy No - Copy_No
Seventh Army 1-3 - ¢/s 14
II Fr Corps 4 G2 15
XV Corps 5 G=3 _ 16
3 Inf Div 67 G-3 Alr . 17
36th Inf Div B=9 Sig 18
4L5th Inf Div 10-11 Historian 19
Hq VI Corps Arty 12 €G File 20
CG 13
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1. Par 3%, 70 £, this hesdouarters dated 1818004 smended to rend
ae Tollows:

’bo atehd: :
Attack 2t 200645A Nov, seisze bridgehead across MEUATHE E,
(2) Advence te YD on axie SAMLES (VS53723) - STRASHOUR: .Y

2, Missieons of other unita remein unchanged.

BREDOKS
¥al Gem
OFPPIOIAL:
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Ho & Fa Ce VI Corng

7¢h Inf - 106h PA Ba (108mm Hew) “..
15¢h Tnf - 39¢h 7A Bn (105wm Hew) <, /9
20¢h Inf - Met ¥A Pu (10Bmm How) e",;/
oth FA Ba (155am How) £
10¢h Engr © B <
Agehd:

934 Armd FA Pn (106mm How 2F)

766¢h Tk Ba (0o B) (78 ond 78mm om)

6Mst T Ba (<0 0) (2" Gua 3P)

34 Cml Bn (Mgg) (<Cos B,0) (4.2" ¥ort)

. “'1"2 !“'t'z!% - 1Met PA Ba (105mm Mow) 834th FA Bn (155mm Hew)
1424 Inf = 1224 PA Bn (105mm Hew) 148t A Ba (155mm Hew)
1434 Inf - 13% FA Bn (105mm Hew) Ha & Hq Btry 17th FA Op
166¢h PA Bn (1585w Few) 977¢h TA Ba (155mm Cun)
111¢h T™mgr ¢ B Ha & Hq Btry 405th FA
Agchdy 935¢h FA Ba (4,5¢

7534 Tk Bn (Lo A, 1 Plat Co D) 938¢h FA Ba (155mm How)

(76 and P8:m Cunms)

83::;:.!‘ ;-aol.nnnmo.) A
sP : & Hq Bsry 91st AAA
Co D 834 Cml Bn (4.2" Mors) 624 m.z- Bn (mhm
724 AAA Gua Ba (90mm
\ 216th ArA Gun Ba (90mm Gun)
20%7¢h Inf - 374th FA Ba (105am Wew) 439¢h AAA AY Ba (40mm Oun)
308¢h Inf ~ 375¢h FA Bn (105mm How) 5334 AAA AY Ba (-Btries £,0) (40mm Gua)
Tt e o o i S
4% 8t AAA AW 40mm
295¢h "ner © Bn 44) ot AAA AW Ba (37mm Cun 8P) (Sappert-
Atehd: ing 34 Inf Div)
“;hﬁksnl:::(lwuhvlr) 4434 AAA AV Bn (37mm CGun %) (Supoert-
1 av ] ing 36th Inf Div
e.(a, Plat Co D vsa; Tk Ba 534th AAA AV Bm («’:- Gun) (Sw-pors-
7?6 and 76w Cuns ing 1034 Inf Div
Ce B, Plat Men Co 636th T Ba 898th AAA AV Ba (40mm Cun) (Suspert-
(23" Gun o) ing 100th Inf Div) .
8324 Cm) Bum (~%os B,D) (4.2% Vers)
Ha & Eq Ce 1at Armd Op
400th Inf - 3021 A Bp (105mm How, Bngr
40th Inf - 2272 FA Bn (105mm How, 26th Tngr C Regt
Q1th Inf - mnnntlm-xn) 48th Zngr C Ba
394¢h FA Bn 01 !n)
228th Wngr C |
Ateha: %ﬁ Siz Ba
go:mn va-enu) 724 Sig Co (Spee)
a
a..nusaouhu fr’ *781 st Tk Bn (75 and 76m Guns)
*324th T Ba (3" Gun Towed)
*Atohd em arrival I/’
DIITRIBUPION: ’ g. ® 834 Oml B3n (4,2" mﬁ
Sneals)
COXTOR
G-3
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CALEGDAR OF FRINCIPAL EVENTS

I¥ PREPARATION FOR VI CORPS LARDING IN SOUTHERN FRANCE

Ai:d
figg
s SFY
ﬁ&;l

i
22283k
82 .nsgg
£ !gd !

ii
8y
B

Arrival 46th Inf Div Naval Component at Blockhouse
(Renr Admirsl MOON)

~ Arrival 38th Inf Div Naval Component at Blockhouss

(Rear Admirel RODGERS)

VI Corps Training Directive isecued
‘Seasnd Cutline Plan received
¢ letter to General PATCH concerning:

Firet VI Corps Alloention of eraft iseued
Tinel Corps Outline Plen ilocued
Firet Briefing by 06 :
€@ inspection of GC SUDRE of ORAR
Haval gunfive pleme completed
Army Field Order received
My Flan Completed
VI Corps Fleld Order issusd
34 Inf Div vehearssl (GARTA)
4Bth Inf Dlv rehearsal (“ALIRNQ)
36th Inf Div rehearsal (GARTA)
Naval Task Foree Commander's final briefing
(Vice Admirsl ABVITT)
CG'e finel briefing
VI Corpe lg embaris:
USPE BANTA ROSA
USs BATELOTUECR
USS BARNETT
Uss CATOCTIN
‘Notet 0G and party boarded UST CATOCTIN on
evening 12 Mgust., . =~
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BATTIE EXPERIENCES, COORDINATION OF VARIOUS ARMS

Index of Inslosurss

Directive Headguarters Seventh Army, 5 Wovember 1044,

Field Order §#7, Headquarters VI Corps with:
Ancex 1, Operations overlay.
Annex #2, Intellibenc: .
Annex 8, Air. - /

Outline Plan A, Headgusrters vi 'c"o_
Auonex 1, Operstions over :
Outline Plan B, Headquarters VI Corps wi } :_'":;i"*! ‘
Annex #1, Operstions overlay. & ‘g
: S

Outline Plan €, Heedquarters Vi Corps with;:
Aonex #1, Operations overlay.

Field Order #6, Headquarters VI Corps with;
Annex #1, Operstions overlay.
Annex 78, Intelligence.
Annex #5, Artillery.
Annex #4, AAA.
Annex #6, Engineer.
Annex #6, Alr.
Annex #7, Operstion "Thunder”.

Operations Instruction 9, Headguarters VI Corps,
18 November 1544.

VI Corps Combat Troop List, 19 November 1544.
VI Corps Situation, 10 l_wui.m- 1944,
VI Corpe Situation, 19 November 1944.
VI -carpl Situation, 23 November 1544,

- Calendar of principal events in preparation for v Corps

landing in Southern France.

Field Order #l1, Headquarters VI Corps. (At present in
files of Ceneral Board USFET).

Task Force BUTLER.
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GG VI Corps
Initials AOC
7 Hov

Vi Corps i
GRANDVILLERS (V2060), FRANCE
7 Hovember 1944

2, VI Qorps continues present operations. Neot later than D # 2 attecks on the
axis 87 DIE = STRASBOURC. See Overlays

30 Qe a Inf Div. ltt‘ch"dl
756th Tk Bn
601st 1D Bn
‘84 Gml Bn (=Co C)
Det 188th Oml Co (8G)
(1) Centinue action to clear enemy from present zoue W of the UEURTHE and
Talm Rivers by 10 Nove
(2) Upom completion of relief im R of present zeue by 1084 Iaf Div,
gemble not less then two infentry regimemtes in the 8T HILENE area
for rehabilitation snd objective tralning, mainteiaing froat ia sone
with minlmum forose
(8) Be proparsd to attack, on Cerps order, by 20 Nov to seize a bridgehead
aoross the MEURTHE River vie SAN MICHEL and centinue the advance ia
gone, or to exploit the mttack of the 100th Inf Dive (Overlay)

be ggmm'.a«mam.
3d Tk Ba (eCo A, 1 Flat Ce D)

§36th TD 5n (0o B, 1 Plat Ren Co)
Go C 34 Cml 3n, Co D 83d Cal Ba
(1) Centinue present action to clear enemy from FORET DOMANIALE DE CHAWP
in zens, !
(2) Be prepared to oxecute 01 6, this Hq dated O11700A Nov 44, on Corps
; order by 13 Nov, "
ﬁ! Protect B (8) flank of Jorpse =
4) Brecute extensive aggressive patrols on the § flank, Follow up any
hostile withdrawale

(6) iaintain contact with adjecent elemen %}o
ce 46th Inf Div, attacheds k % )
- Tk Bn %\L »

646th TD ®a i
106th AAA AW Ba s
(1) Coatinue present sction, glegy easmy from cone W of the MEURILE River

b ho0th Inf Div on O Hov, assemble im BAIUS
trols Complete assembly not later tham

Plat Co D 7534 Tk Ba

Co B 638th TD Bn

1 Flat Ron Ce 635th TD Bn _ -
83d Cml Ba (~Ces B, B)

_¢1«'-r
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(1) seize high ground ! of RAOH L'ETAPE, Prepare to contiaue ndnmc. on
Corps erder, by 15 Hov to the I en the axls RAON L'ETAPE - LA PETINE
RAON, or to the HE on the axis RBACE L'ETAFE - BOLNVILLE or to assist
the attask of the 35d Inf Div by seizing high ground between RANE
LYRTAPE and MOYEWEOUTIERs (overlay)
(2) Frotect the L (B) flaank of
oo 10834 Inf Div ( attachmemts to be dod.@ltud later);

ove elements of the 34 end 3&th Inl Divs in sone by 1306004 Nove

@ Bo prepared to sttack, oa Corps order, by 15 Hov, to seize and hold
high grouad W of ST DIR, (oOverlay)
(3) Be prepared to attack 5T LIX¥ or %o follow sttack of 3d Inf Div éoross
WLURTHE River. ,

Lo

3

(2) seth :n: Bivs |l [ B

(=)

{v)

15 l

m'pnln artillery = le chenge in missiou,
68th m in relieved freom attackment to 8d Inf Div and attached

= IECTASSIFIEN

Attached = 95d AFA e

(8) 100th Inf Div;

o)

Organic ardillery ~ Oecupy positions to suppert division sction,
69th AFA Bn attached 100th Iaf Div effective 18004 8 Weove

(4) 1034 Inf Dive

(a)

Organic artillery =~ Gooupy positions in zone upen arrivel to
support division attask.

(6) OCorps artillery,
(a) Oth FA Opy

(®)

{e)

30th FA Bn (155mm Gun)
634th PA Bn (158mm How) :
Migsion - Gemeral supporte Reinforce fires of 3d Inf Div Arty
and 1034 Inf Div Artye
17¢th PA Opy
1‘1.# PA-Bn
$77th FA BEa
Mission - Goml.l support, hinroru fires of 58th Inf Div Arty.
_ Coerdinate with II ¥r Corps Arty.
405th FA Gps
6s5th FA e 4eb" Oun)
938th FA Ba (158mm How)
figsion = Jenoral supperts Heinforce fires -rmouhmr Piv Arty.
Betablish limison with XV Corps Artye
55th VA Gpy
905th FA Ba (8" How, = Osneral suppert.
194th FA Bn (8" How) = Cenoral suppert,
Divislon Artilleries will provide basic fire plan sad fires of all

Poinforce Carps Arty and protect vital sreas
nhisR - uzn.ﬂn'u Corps Arty and protect vital areas
B96Tth AAL AW Ba = protect bridges snd vitel sreas

% \Qorps Arty and protect vital arens


http:reir.tor.z9
http:u,ssj.on

(3) main effort by
Providing fivy and Lt AAA protection for combet troops, Corps vital
areas, defiles and bridges.
(b) Reisforeing Field Artillery shoots with Nvy AAA Btries, these
btries %o be employed in FA role as requested by Corps FA Comdr.
(¢) Reinforcimg divisional autematic wespons fire with 5P mounts, as
directed by Div Condr,

dst_irpored Groups
Continue present mission,

3

Engr C Regt supports 3d and 100th Inf Divs, One 130' D/D Bailey
bridge, one 240' Treadway bridge, and adequate inf suppert equipment will
be provided in the zone of attack of each division,

Je &mgﬁg
%0 (1) Sosact tras 2 bl M1 A @@EEFPP‘W

(2) Bvery effort will be dr,l.w_.#f; uﬁ capture of rosd and rail
bridges intact. il Sata W WS N

(3) Troops will be prepared on order to display vellow smoke to indicate
their presence to friendly aireraft,

4 administrations No change,

h.
Lo

S5¢ @e Axis of Signal Communicatlion;
51) VI Corps ~ Operstions Overlay.
2) Divisions - To be reported,
be CPss Owverlay.

BROCKS
Ha] Gen
OFFICIAL ;
/s/ Conner
CONNGR
Asst G-3
3 ANNEXESs 1, - Operstlons Overlay (2 sheeta)
2, = Intelligence
3- - ﬂ!‘
-IPH

'\‘y A
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| reATe BE(\}ARED
By 45™ Div FRicR

¢

fels)
— A X bl
5
/f'_:"ﬂ

To ilovy 77}

-

“ | PrioR To Nov 15

100D CLEAR]

%

RAoN L ETAPE

3
biiady . o el
o3

| By 3¢Dp1v PRIOK
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#ESmEE  UNCLASSIFIED

. Although Task Force BUTLER was not set up in the Corps Field Order for
_Operation DRAGOON (ANVIL) and therefors is not discussed in connectlon with
eoordingtion in planning of the BOUTHERK FRANCK asssult, no study of the
landing would be camplete without reference to the history of this force.
In the latter stages of the planning phase of the operation, it beoame obvious
that & strong and successful amphibious asssult might result in such dis~
organigation of enemy forces that e plan of vigorous pursuit could te mdvan=
- tageously initiated. Acecordingly the Corps Coamander made preliminary plans
for the estadlishment of a highly moblle pursuit force. Set-up as comrander
was Brigedler Cenersl Frederick B, Butler, Assistant to the Corps Comsander,
who procesded to organize a staff around that of the 117th Jav -Ren 8q (veocsz)
(whose reinforced ren troops were attached to the three divisiocns for the
lacdings), supplemonted by -2, 5.3, S~4 and Signal personnel provided by Corps.
During the voyage from EAPLES to SGUTUERN FRANCE this provisional headquarters
prepared three tentative plans contesmplating the use of the reconnaissance
squadren reinforced by motorized infantry and other elements, although the
exact composltion of the force ecould not be determined until the loeation and
naturs of its employment became known, Plans euvisioned: (1) moveiment lerth
from the beach ares on the ROUTE NAPOLEON toward OFENOBLE, (2) movenent West
toward AIX, end (5) movement Northwest in the direction of RIEZ. )

0u DF 1 the success of the landings indieated that the prepsrations for
the employment of this moblle unit were justified. A task force was ordered
to assesble in the vieinity of LE MUY, West of 8T RAPHAEL, ou 17 August, pre= =
pared to initiamte an advance North on the ROUTE JAIOLEON early 18 Auguste In
addition to the 117th Cavalry Reconnaisssnce Squadron (Meohanized), the force
consisted of 2d Battalion 143¢ Infantry (36th Infantry Division; metorized
by trucks of Corps and the divisions), 65th Armored PFiseld Artillery Battallen,
763¢ Tank Battalion (-2 Companies), & company of the 8856th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, and Company "F" 344th Rangineer 08 Regiment. Harly on the morning
of 16 August the force commenced movement to the North, passing through slements
of the end 46th Infantry Divigions near DRAGUIGNAN. By that evening the
bulk of the force was in the vieinity of RIBZ, a road distence of over 100
siles from LB WY, and the cavalry squadron was continuing resonnsissance in
advance to the West and Forthwests The following day while a small forece
secured a bridge scross the DURANCE River near MONTIORT, the dulk of the unit ~
continued North on the ROUTE HAPOLEON, esteblishing its CP at SISTERON that
aights On 20 August separate columns reached LES ONEROUES and ST JULIEN, and
captured GAP. In the first three days of 1ts exlstance Tasik Poroce BUTLER had
advanced gowe 200 miles over the roads.

By this time the vigor and speed of the entire Corps advance hed foreed
the. sneny to initlate a withdrawal to the Worth in the RHONRE Velley. On the
evening of 20 August Genmeral BUTLER received orders to move at daylight the
following morning with all pessible speed to MONTELINAR, & town on the sast
bank of the RHONE, approximately 100 miles north of MARSEILLE, te bloek all
routes of withdrawal up the RHONE Valley, He was instructed that the 36th
Infantry Division would follow with the same mission. Accordingly om 21 August
Tagk Force BUTLER comwenced movement to the West. At 10008 hours that meraning
the force was attached to the 36th Imfestry Division. 8y nocen of 22 August |
the malo elements of the force wure assembled in the vielnity of LIVRON, ~
about 26 miles north of MONTELIMAR. At the same time the 36th Infantry Division
wis being relieved on the right flank of the Corps sector by the lst Alrborne
Task Force under Seventh Army command and was moving Northwest toward LIVRON.
To the Southwest the 3d Infentry Divislon captured AIX on 21 August, and
elements of the French Army "B" were attacking TOULON and approaching MARSELLE.
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 DNCLASSIFiED

Prom LIVRON Task FPorce BUTLER moved South Yo the visinity of WONTBLINAR,
baragsing end delaying German columas moving north from the EIONT delta ares.
The force took part with the 36th Infentry Division in the battle in the
vieinity of MONTELIMAR, assisting in blogking the northward enemy retreat
while the 3d Infentry Division pressed the attack from the South. WHot only
was the enemy caught in a pincer by grouné action but the blooking of the
Bast bank highwey resulted in extremely profitable targets for frieadly alr
aotion, and total losses to the German iineteenth Army in equipment, auimals
and personnel were tremendous. .

With some changes in make~up, Task Force BUTLER continued in existence
under the 36th Infantry Division uatil approximstely the end of August when
it was disbanded. Although the active 1life of the Task Force was shert, its
groundegovering espabilities and speed ofmovement were spectacular, The

loyment of the force was in acecordsnce with classic concepts and the ree
obtained, culminating in delaying the withdrawal of an important saemy
foree until major friendly units could slose with it, make of Task Force
BUTLER an outstanding example of guccessful pursuit asetion.
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