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AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR
in

Introduction Conditions in German prisoners of war camps holding
Americans varied to sueh an extent that only by
examination of individuel camps can a clear picture
be drawn. This report contains summaries of 12
typicel German installstions ranging from Stalag
Luft 3, @ well organized camp for Air Force offi-
gers, through Stalag 2B, an average Ground Force
enlisted men's camp, to chaotic Stzlag 9B, estab-
lished for enlisted men captured during the Von
Rundstedt offensive of December 1944.

1 of 92,965*% American prisoners

Germany he tota
categories:

ld a
of war in thase

Air F¥orces - 32,730
Ground Foreces - 60,235

In contrast to the number of Ground Force officers

who formed only some 10% of the Ground Force pri- ‘
soners of war, slmost 50% of the Air Force person- j
nel falling into enemy hends were officers. Figures

for both branches scared during the 10 months after

6 June 1944 when totals were:

Alxr Forces - 15,083 §
Ground Forces - 9,274 }

Total ~ 24,367

For army prisoners of war, Germany had three prin- I
eipal types of cemp. OFLAG, & contraction of §
Offizier Leger {officers' camp), as its title de- |
notes held officers. STALAG, & contraction of
Stemm Lager (mein camp) held enlisted men. DULAG,

a contraction of Durchgengs Lager (entrance csamp)
was & transit cemp but in the minds of sirmen be-
came synonymous with interrogation center. LUFT
(eir) appended to a neme indicated thet the cemp
held flying personnel. Generslly, ceamps housing
airmen were under the jurisdiction of the Luftwaffe,
and camps housing ground troops under the juris-
diction of the Wehrmacht.

Prisoners of war (PW) formed camps within cemps and
hed their own orgenizations. In officers' camps
they were headed by the Senior American Officer
(8A0) who wes just whsat his name implied, In en-
listed men's stelegs, the Man of Confidence {MOC)
was usuelly en NGO elected by his fellow PW, but
gsometimes he was appointed by the Germans.

Source material for this report ceonsisted of inter-
rogations of former prisoncrs of war mede by CPM
Branch, Militery Intelligence Service, and reports
of the Protecting Power and Internstional Red Cross
received by the State Department (Specizl Wer Prob-
lems Division). .
~-XXX-
* 1 Nov. 45 Records.
L T
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DULAG LUFT

Introduction Dulag Luft, through which practically all air force
personnel captured in German-occupied Europe passed,
was composed of three installations: the interroga-
tion center at Oberursel., the hospital at Hohemark

and the trencsit camp ultimately at Wetzlar.,
INTEREOGATION CENTEE

Location Auswertestells West (Evaluation Center West) was
¢izuehed 300 yards north of the main Frankfurt-Homburg
road and near the trolley stop of Kupforhammer - the
third stop after Dberuroel (50°12' N, - 8%34n R),
Oberursel is 13 kilometers northwest of Frankfurt-on-
Main.

Strength The nunber of PW handled rose from 1000 a month in

late 1943 to an average monthly intake of 2000 in
1944, The peak month was July 1944 when over 3000
Allied airmen and parattroopers passed through Auswer-
testelle West. Since solitary confinement was the
rule, the capacity of the camp was supposedly limited
to 200 men, although in rush periods as many as five
PW were placed in one cell. Strength on any given
day averaged 250.

Descrtgtion The main part of the camp consisted of four large

: wooden barracks two of which, connected bty a passage
and known to PW as the "cooler," contained some 200
cells. These cells, eight feet high, five feet wide
and .12 feet long held a cot, a table, a chair and an
electric bell for PW to call the guard. The third
barrack contained administrative headquarters. The
fourth building, a large "L" shaped structure, housed
the interrogating offices, files and records. ‘' Senior

officers lived on the post; junior officers outside
in 2 hotel., The commandant lived on a nearby farm.
The entire ramp was surrounded by a barbed-wire fence
but was ;;a;pphd with neither perimeter floodlights
nor watcintowers.
UsSe Since PW were held in solitary confinement, and only
Personnel for limited periods of time, no U.S. staff existed.
German German personnel - all Lyftwaffe -~ was divided into
Personnel two main branches: Administrative and Intelligence.

Under Intelligence came officers and interpreter NCOs
actually taking part in the interrogations and other
intelligence work of the unit. The total strength

of this branch was 50 officers and 1C0 enlisted men.
Administrative personnel”consisted of one guard com-
pany and one luftwaffe construction company, each
consisting of 120 men, Some members of the staff were:

Oberstleutnant Erich Killinger: Commandant

Major Junge ¢ Chief of Interrogation
Drgi
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Treatment

Food

Health
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Ma jor Boehringer Executive Officer
Captain Schneidewindt ¢ Record Section Chief
Leutnant Boninghaus Political Interrogator

ater there were attached to the staff representatives
f the Gereral Luftzeugmeister's department, the
General der Kampfflieger's section, the Navy and the
S.S. Occasionally members of the Gestapo at Frank-
furt were permitted to interrogate PW.

The interrogation of Allied PW at the hands of Auswer-
testelle West personnel was "korrect"™ as far as physic-
al violence was concerned. An occasional interrogator,
exasperated by polite refusals to give more than name,
rank, serial number or, more occasionally, perhaps by

an exceptionally "fresh™ PW, may have lost his temper
and struck a PW, It is not believed that this ever

went beyond a slap on the face dealt in the heat of
anger - certainly physical violence was not employed

as a pclicy. On the other hand, no amount of calculated
mental depression, privation and psychological blackmail
was considered excessive,

Upon arrival, PW were stripped, searched, and sometimes
issued German coveralls, At other times they retained
the clothing in which they were shot down. _All were
shut up in solitary confinement cells and denied ciga-
rettes, toilet articles and Red Cross food. Usually
the period cf confinement lasted four or five days,
but occasionaliy a surly W would be held in the “cool-
er" for the full 30 days permitted by the Geneva Con-
vention as a punitive measure, and Captain William N,
Schwertz was imprisoned 45 days. Interrogators often
used lhreats and violent language, calling PW "murder-
ers of children™ and threatening them with indefinitely
prolongued solitary confinement on starvation rations
unless they would talk. PW were threatened with death
as spies unless they identified themselves as aimmen
by revealing technical information on some such subject
as radar or air combat tactics. _Confinement in an un-
bearably overheated cell and pretended shootings of
"buddies™ were resorted to in the early days. Intimida-
tion yielded inferior results and the friendly approach
was considered best by the Germans.

Rations were two slices of black bread and jam with
ersatz coffee in the morning, watery soup at midday,
two slices of bread at night. No Red Cross parcels
were issued. PW could obtain drinking water from the
guards.

As a rule, men seriously needing medical treatment

were sent To Hohemark hospital. Those suffering from
the shock of being shot down.and captured received no
medical attention, nor did the 50% suffering from

minor wounds, Some FW arrived at permanent camps

still wearing dirty bandages which had not been changed
at Oberurssel even though their stay had been of two
weeks’® duration. Upon several occasions PW were denied
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the ministration of either a doctor or medical orderly
and there is at least one instance where a flyer with
a broken leg was refused treatment of any sort until
he had answered some of the interrogator's questions
four days after his arrival.

Clothing PW received no Red Cross clothing. Instead they wore
Germen fatigues or the uniforms in which they had
been captured - minus leather jackets which were cus-
tomarily confiscated.

Work None

Pay None )
Mail None ;
Morale There is little doubt that the living conditions were |

expressly designed to lower morale and to produce

mental depression of the most acute kind. Still, due 5
partially to briefings which acquainted them with
Oberursel and partially to their innate sense of
loyalty, most PW successfully withstood the harsh-
treatment and yielded nc important military’ informa-
tion other than name, rank and serial number.

Welfare Neither the Protecting Power, which was refused ad-
mission for a long time, nor the Red Cross nor the
YMCA could do anything to ameliorate the condition
of PW in the interrogation center.

Religion None 1
Recreation None !
Liberation On 25 April 1945 Apmerican troops overran Oberursel. !

They found Auswertestelle West no longer a going con=-
cern. Some 10 days earlier, its departments already
widely dispersed over what remained of Germany, the
installation had ceased to exist even as a headquarters

of the German Air Interrogation service., Its records

had been burnt or evacuated and its leading person=

alities, taking with them what remained of their or- ‘
ganization, had fled to a new site at Nurnberg-. 1
Buchenbuhle The new Dulag headquarters at Nurnberg ’
did not survive the parent unit by many days. It was
not long before Oberstleutnant Erich Killinger, the
commandant, was discovered by Allied interrogators in
an army cage. With the former roles of captive and
interrogator now so completely reversed, it was a
slightly apprehensive but stubborn Killinger who ac-
companied his captors back to the scene of his former
triumphs at Oberursel.

HOHEMARK HOSPITAL ..

As soon as the Luftwaffe took over the Oberursel in-
stallation in DPecember 1939 it became obvious that a
high percentage of PW would be in need of medical
-l
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surrounding grounds a LG

Wouniied men

sometimes interrogated directly dur-
ing their the hrf)l‘ﬂ+, At other time they
were nci interrogated fter t’”lr ccn"f’eccence

when thes > to errurselo The comparatively

luxurious. singls and double rooms were set aside as

places where high-ranking Allied PW could be interroga- :
ted in circumstances which the Germans considered ap-

propriate to their ranks These PW did not have %o be

wounded to gain admission 1o Hohemark. ;

Several British and American orderlies formed part of
the hospital complement. They were headed by an
Edward Stafforé, an Aperican whe 5 captured whi
flying in the RAT Ferry Comma i

"Captain.," 1

f burns ulrlng
iark received ‘the normal
manent

s liberated simultaneously with Oberursel.

TRANEIT CAMP

Location 1943 the Dulag Iaft transit camp,
Yeen interrogated awaited shipment
iags, was moved from Oberursel to
3iil. Hers it was gilvalted in the Palm

38 northwest of +th2 main rail-

3 ) yarcs
rced stetion - a location which was a iarget area and

therefore endangsred the lives of FW,

On 15 MNovember 1943 the Swiss state ,"“This vi
the camp) leaves a bad impression because o
sitnation of the Dulag, so exposed to attac
ir, which is not in conformity with Article 9 of the

4o

. (Geneva) Convention."
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Thus the following Swiss announcement in the spring
of 1944 came as no surpirse: "Dulag Luft, Wetzlar,

is succeeding Dulag Luft, Frankfurt, which was des-
troyed in course of one of the latest (24 March) air
raids on Frankfurt. The camp is situated on a slight-
ly elevated position approximately three to four
kilometers west north west from Wetzlar, a town some
50 kilometers north of Frankfurt-on-Main and is a
former German army camp (Flak troops)."

Strength During the first nine months of 1943, 1000 PW a month
passed through the transit camp. This inereased to
1500 a month, half British and half A“grican, in the
last three months of the year. Statistics for October
1944 follow:

inoaning Poraonns) ToVAl: c.scccssssrnivscssania 1908
SRLAT BVOIRBOLS ¢ idiie s vikssarannsviansinnshsie .. 1B
TOUEL AT ol s s ¢ oo vin s ons i nanesvsEnsmariee & 20
BEPIEOREG ag s v o ao s ocmini Bies vd 6 s pnianiines - SEY
BIODEL o s i &l g kv s T kit R
Total BribloB ..o eesens b sssosms st son s S
DELIe0rE, o viss sinmiinnwie visn kit Bkt R

]}Jcosooa..n.-..oo.‘..'ool..oo.-.o0...'-... 496

Camp strength fluctuated from day to day. On the Swiss
vigit of 10 November 1944 it was 311; on 13 March 1945
it was 826. Except for the permanent staff of 30, PW
_seldom stayed more than eight days.

Description During May and Jyne 1944, inmates lived in 18 tents
pitched on the eastern side of the camp area. On 13

July 1944, they moved to the newly-constructed builad-
ings: five barracks and one large bungalow which
held the messes and the store rooms. Capacity of the
camp was 784, with tents available in case of a sudden
influx, Two of the sleeping barracks were reserved
for officers, two for NCOs, and the remaining one ac-
commodated the permanent camp staff, sick rooms and
medical inspection rooms The mess had space for 300
men in the main room. The camp staff, the officers
and the enlisted men ate separately.

Each room in the barracks held six to eight triple-
decker bunks - 18 to 24 men. Bach bed had a mattress
filled with wood shavings and one pillow. All barracks
had special wash rooms with built-in basins and running
cold water.

Unoccupied space within the barbed wire was somewhat
limited after ihe erectiovn of the last two barracks
and the laying out cf vegetable gardens cultivated for
and by the PW. The area gave a neat appearance, how-
ever, with tidy paths and well-tended lawns.

..

U.Se Senior Allied Officer at Wetzlar was Colonel Charles
Personnel %. stark who enjoyed exceptionally friendly terms with
il
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Bu 25 grams
Sug 25 "

- B: 75 "
Salv 20 "
Coffse (ersatz) R
For thr days:

Barley 10 grams
Millet 21 "
flulsenfruchte 83 "
Cheese le "
White Cheese 14
The difference between this sub-gustenance diet and
the good meals actually eaten by PW was made up by Red
Cross food. One parcel per PW was drawn each wesk and
90% of all Red Cross food was given to the kitcken %0

improve German rations. Usually the stock on hand con-~
sisted of four months! supply. Even in September 1944
when the order was ;‘ven to cut food reserves to a very
minimum., Wetzlar authorities allowed PW to keep four
weeks' supply on hand, In March 1945, anticipating a
possible evacuation from Wetzlar to the interior of the
Reich. the 8A0 authorigzed the issue of two Eed Cross
food parcels per man per week, both to strengthan PW
for the march to come and to prevent the loss of food
which would be abandoned in the event of a sudden move.

The kitchen - staffed by Americans - was well equipped
with two large cooking ranges, three boilers, a dish~
1ingz room, a potato-peeling room, a tin-opening

roun aand an adjacent storeroom.

sick bays were able to accommodate 40 men in beds,
two of which were in a separate room reserved for con-
tagious diseases, The medical inspection room was
described as adequate and al 1 necessary medicines and
instruments were made available either from Red Cross
sources or - to a lesser extent - from the Germans.
Good medical treatment was received from the Germen
etaff doctor who cooperated first with Lt. Anthony S.
Barling, RAMC, and then with Captain Peter Griffin dur-
ing their brief stays in camp.

Each man received a hot shower upon his entrance to
the compound and was subsequently permitted to take
one each week. Altlaough the barracks washroom taps
ran only cold water, hot water could usually be drawn
elsewhere  sQjie hours during the day. A 10-seat out-
door latrine was supplemented by satisfactory toilets
of thg modern flush type.

Although marny men arriving from Oberursel were wounded

1.

and oxnausted. the general state of hezlth was con-
sidered good
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Large numbers of PW arrived without outer uniforms,
and sometimes without underclothing or shoes. Fach
new arrival was equipped with at least the following
articles - all of which were supplied not by the
Germans but by the Red Cross:

shirt

pr. drawers
undershirt

prs. socks

neckbie

pr. trousers

blouse

pr. shoes

1 set toilet articles

e I S S S e e

Initiellv, the shortage of American stocks necessita-
ted the drawing of British clothing. Later, however,
most of the clothing issued was of American origin,
and eventually it was possible to keep adequate stocks
of PBritish and American items separately. In March
194% 1t was no longer possible to provide PW with
neatly packed M"captive cases™ a sort of suitcase con-
taining the articles listed above, for the supply was
exhausted.

Since air foree personnel consisted solely of com-
missioned and non-commissioned officers, mo.work
beyond some of their own housekeeping chores were
required of them.

PW received no pay, but when the camp opened in the
summer of 1944, the finance committee of Stalag Luft
3, Sagan, sent the permanent staff a fund of over
4000 reichmarks..

Transients were allowed to send their first letter

or a postecard form informing next-of-kin of their
status and address, but received no incoming maile.

The permanent staff drew the usual allotment of

letter forms and received incoming mail as well. Some
air mail from the Upited States was received within
three weeks. Average time for both air and surface
mail was four months. As witn. all Luftwaffe camps,
letters were censored at Sagan.

The Senior Allied Cfficer agreed with statements of
the Zwisg Delegates and German camp authorities that
We ozinr was an excellent camp and that "“such favor-
able conditions are hardly to be found elsewhere in
Germany.” Morale of men leaving Oberursel was usual=-.
ly at its lowest ebb, and it is small wonder after
receiving food, clothing and mingling in comparative
freelcm with their fellow Americans, that their
spirits scarsd back to a level approaching normality.
Most of them left Wetzlar prepared to face the diffi-
culties of their new “lives as PW,
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Welfare The Protecting ' Power v151t >d Wetzlar in May, July,
November 1944 and March 1945 - each time forwarding
the complaints of the Senior Allied Officer and
makinz a camnplete report on camp conditions,

The hKed Cross supplied PW with practically all
their food, clothing and medical supplies but made
no visit until January 1945, when they wrote a re-
port of their inspection.

From the YMCA, the camp received most of its library,
which eventually totaled 1500 books, and equipment
for indoor games and outdoor sports.

Religion For some months the only religious activity was the
regular Sunday service conducted by Warrant Officer
Hooton, RAF, a Methodist. Early in 1945 Captain
Daniel Mc/owan, a Catholic priest, conducted boih
Catholic and Protestant services every Sunday.

Recreation New arrivals were usually in such condition as not
to want strenuous exercise. Games, therefore, were
as a rule limited to milder sports such as desck ten-
nis. Once a week some PW were permitted walks outside
the camp., The most popular indoor pastimes were read- |
ing, playing cards, discussing the new experisnce of
being a PW and playing some of the table games pro-
vided by the YMCA,

Evacuation The Wetzlar camp lcg from 27 through 30 March follows: ;
& Liberation

T

27 March 1945

0520 German crder to evacuate all those able to walk
with the exception of few permanent staff, who
should remain to run the place. 143 remained in-
cluding Col, Stark, Lt., Jaros, Lt. Comdr. Jennings,
Capt. Griffin, Lt. Gille and Capt. Rev. McGowan.
German personnel left were 107 men, 34 women, in-
cluding Maj. Dornseifer, Lt, Weyrich, and Mr,
Rickmers.

0730 Transport left (82 men)

0830 We hear gun fire and sounds of approaching ve-
hicles. GCermans from across the road move into
our shelters.

0845 H:

2 our troops are 4 kms west of us. Heavy gun
i

r
€ all around,

a
a.
2

1020 Eeavy firing continues all around us. German
auards are voluntarily laying down their arms.

1200 Uol; Stark calls lir. Rickmers and L:. Wevrich into
offiec2 and Stases thet &l 1 guards turn in weapons
end a gystem. of joint sentry duty be posted, They
agree and he is now in command - Maj. Dormseifer
cooperating fully in this,.

e 1
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2300

2400

10C0

1200

1500

1700

1800

1830

2400

0940

0945

10C0
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Activity has been heavy all around us all after=-
100N«

y quiet for the moment. Col., ordered two
tes to be put in the guard house cells as

are obviously drunk. German guards brought
siquor into camp. He has issued orders for no
drinking including the Germans,

airi

R
D
<

~

Col. sent F¥/Lt, Lyons, Sgt. Hanson and Mr. Rick-
mers to try contacting our forces in the west and
report our location.

@

n

Still very active all around us - M,G. fire and
artillery.

+il1l a good deal of firing. Most of the per~ -
sonnel sleep in shelters.

28 March 19495
Fairly constant gun fire and activity all night.

Cr, Griffin takes wounded Pfc. into Wetzlar for
operation. Armored column passing to east of us.

Lt. Valentine arrives in jeep. Boy, are we hap-
Py to see a Yankl

Col. Stark and Capt. Griffin are off to Staff HQ
with Lt. Valentine,

Sgt. Hanson and Mr. Rickmers return. There has
been heavy firing around us all day.

& German paratroopers walk into camp and surrender.
They are locked upe.

Cols Stark returns with 3 War News Correspondents
including Belden.

Things are fairly quiet.

29 March 1945
Spot cub plane landed on play field.
Dogs were shot.

Lt. Col. Grant of 7th Armored Division (?) arrived
in jeep advising us of 750 PWs he had picked up.

_ Liasburg Plis are lousy and half starved, We have

1200

1300

sent for them and will put them wup here.
zoar Piper Cubs landed.
Majs McDougall (%), Medical Officer, arrived and
will stay the afternoon in order to help with
Limburg PWs,

L | T
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1400 Col. Stark and party go out to recc'y same Ger-
man motor equipment.

1415 Maj. Dornseifer gave Col. Stark a list of his
people who he is anxious to have out of camp as
they have strong p“ ty sympathies and might make
trouble. COJa Stark turns them over to an In-
fantry Patrol, They include the f¢llowing:
Sgte Lehmann, Sgt. haﬁkmdnn, Cple. Busch, Cpl.
Stoeckel and Cples Schaaf,

1420 First lot of distressed PWs arrived and are de-
loused, bathed and clothed.

1530 Maj. Teese, PWX-SHAEF executive, arrives with loa&d
of PWs.

are to be loaded with PWs, They have been ar-
riving all PM,

2130 Finished faadlng for night. 400 odd still to be
deloused

30 March 1945

Work continues thru the day, delousing and feed~-
ing PWs arriving in camp. Maje« Teese returns and
advises us to expect 320 PWs from Hadamar in the
morninge This lot will inelude 14 General offi-
cers and 79 Field Geade officers. Seven PWs re-
turn from our last transport, including W/Comdr,.
Carling-Kelly. Today the remaining Ger an per-
sonnel was officially put to work in the office,
on kitchen detail, policing ecamp, etc, T’: ey are
dealt with thru Maj. Dornseifer, Mr, Rickmers and |
Sgt. Keller.

Work is going on to prepare for the maximum number
this camp will hold. Medical officers have ar~
rived and are organizing their departments, They
hope to start evacuating the worst cases shortly.
The Hadamar contingent started arriving at 1100,

With the arrival of British officers who outranked him,
Col. Stark was no longer Senior Allied Officer present.
quc“ Tdva; of PWZ-SHAEF, suggested that the staff re-
in processing FW expected to arrive with-
W weekS. A stay of suech length did nod
to Col- Stark and at 0515 in the morning
drove away in a German car with Comdre
, and 8/8g%. Lee HFughes, £AF, leaving a
t. Gille, He proceeded by motor and air
transport to Paris, erriving 3 April 1945.
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STALAG LUFT 1

{(Air Force Officers)

Stalag Luft 1 was situated at Barth, Germany,
(54%°22' N - 12942 30" E), a small town on the
Baltic Sea 23 kilometers northwest of Stralsund.

Stalag Luft 1 was opened in October 1942 as a
British cemp, but when the Red Cross visited

the . ¢amp in February 1943, two American non-
commissioned officers had already arrived. By
January 1944, 507 American air force officers
were detained there. The strength of the camp
grew rapidly from this date until April 1944
when the Red Cross reported 3,463 inmates. New
compounds were opened and quickly filled. Nearly
6,000 PW were crowded into the camp in September
1944, and at the time of the liberation of the
camp 7,717 Americens and 1,427 Britons were re-
turned to military control.

Early in 1944 the camp consisted of two compounds
designated as South and West Compounds, contain-

ing a tctal of seven barracks in which American
officers and British officers and enlisted men

were housed. A new compound was opened the last

of February 1944 and was assigned to the American
officers who were rapidly increasing in number.

This compound became North 1, and the opening of
North 2 Compound on 9 September 1944 and North 3
Compound on 9 December 1944 completed the camp as

it remained until 15 May 1945. The South Compound
was always unsatisfactory due to the complete lack
of adequate cooking, washing, and toilet facilities.
The West Gompound, however, provided inside latrines
and running water in the barracks. North 1 Com-
pound formerly housed personnel of the Hitler Youth,
and becsuse of its communal messhall, inside la-
trines, and running weter taps, it was considered
by far the best compound. North 2 and North 3 Com-
pounds were constructed on the same design as the
South Compound, and were as unsatisfactory.

The completion of the last two compounds gave the
camp an L-shape appearance, which followed the
natural contours of the bay on whiech the camp was
situated. Guard towers were placed at strategic
intervals, and although the compounds were/inter-
communicating the gates were closed at all times
after the Spring of 1944. Prior to that, gates were
kept open during the day. '

Each barrack contained triple-tiered wooden beds
equipped with mettresses filled with wood chips.

A communal day-room was set aside in almost every
barrack, but equipment was negligible. Lignting

was inadequate throughout the camp, and since the
‘——'«-w-"""" T————— et —rertana——
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Detaining Power reGuired the shutters to remain
closed from 2100 te 0600, ventilation was entirely
_insufficient. : NI R pone v s

In addition to the buildings for housing, North

1 and West Compounds contained 1 kitchen-barrack,
1 theater room, 1 church room, 1 library, and 1
study room each. These were used by &ll compounds
because no other facilities were available. Main-
tenance of the buildings was completely lacking

in spite of the fact that the officers volunteered
to teke care of many of the repairs if furnished
the necessary equipment.

Stoves for heating and cooking varied in each com-
pound except that facilities in all compounds were

' inadequate. lfany of the buildings were not weather
proof, and the extremely cold climate of northern
Germany made living conditions more difficult for
the PW.

U.S. Personnel Major Wilson P. Todd was the Senior American Officer
until 19 Jenuary 1944 when Colonel William A. Hatcher
arrived and replaced him. Colonel Jean R. Byerly
acted as his Executive Officer until the opening
of the North 1 Compound of which he became SAO. To-
ward the last of February however, Colonel Hatcher
protested so strongly to the Detaining Power over
the, poor conditions in the camp that he was suddenly
transferred to Staleg Luft 3 leeving Colonel Byerly
as the SAO. At thet time the compounds had been run
as separate camps with little coordination between
the compounds. After meeting with the Senior officers
of all barracks, it was agreed that the British and
Americans would be administered separately but with
very close liaison, and that all Americans would be
administered under a Provisional Wing Hesdquarters
composed of four American groups. This orgenization
was established on & April 1944 and remained somewhat
the same until the liberation. Upon the arrival of
Colonel Hubert Zemke, the Provisional Wing wes turned
over to his command.

Several changes were mede as the camp enlarged, but
for the most part the cemp administration was carried
out on a military basis similer to the opcration of

an air base. At the time Colonel Byerly turned over
the command to Colonel Zemke, his staff was as follows:

Captain M. W. Zahn Ad jutant
Colonel C. R. Greening €0, GP. 1
Colonel E. A. Malmstrom COo, Gp. 2
Lt. Col. €. Wilson CO, Gp. 5
Lt. Col. F. S. Gebreski CO0, Gp. 6

(Groups 3 and 4 were British Groups).

Beceuse the edvance of the Russians indicated en early i
liberation, Colonel Zemke changed the orgenization to :
an inter-Allied wing, nomineting Group Ceptain ¢. T.
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German Personnel

~BESTRLCTED

Weir as chief of staff of the organization called
Provisional Wing X. 'Group commanders were retained
end eontinued to be responsible for the administra-
tion, security, discipline &nd welfare of their own
groups, but more cmphasis was directed towerd staff
operations in the event of liberation. For this
work, the following steff wss appointed and served
until the entire camp wes evacuated:

Captein C. T. Weir chief of gtaff
Captein M. W. Zehn Adjutent

Lt. Col. C. F. McKenna A-1

1t. Col. L. (. MeCollom  A-2

It. Col. J. ¥Ms Ge Wilson A-3

Lt. Col. ruther Richmond A-4

1t. Coi. B¥ L. McKenzie Provost lMershall

Major J. J. Fischer Judge Advocate
1st Lt. J. 5. Durakov Russian Interpreter
2d 1t.[T- L. Simmons Finance Officer

Hech steff officer had several assistants to aid him
in the performcnce of his duties. There zlso existed
& ecurity orgenization.

The Germen personncl changed fregueﬁfly during the
existence of the camp. The officcrs, $heir positions,
and the dotes that they served sre listed below.

commendant : Oberst Sherer Sep. 43 to Jan. 45 .
Oberst Waernstadt Jen. 45 to Apr. 45

Ad jutent: Heuptmann Tems Sep. 43 to Mor. 44
Heuptmenn Erbsleh  Mar, 44 to June 44
Ma jor Buchard June 44 to Apr. 45

lager officer W. Hauptmann Eilers Scp. 43 to Feb. 44
Hauptmenn Wolf Feb. 44 to June 44

Heuptmann von Beck Feb. 44 to Oct. 44
Heuptmann Luckt Oct. 44 to Jen. 45
Me jor Oppermsan Jon. 45 to Apr. 49
L2ger Officer N.1 Hauptmann Erbslch Feb. 44 to June 44
Ma jor Schroeder June 44 to July 44
Haupt.von Stradiot Jul. 44 to Oct. 44
Heauptmann Probst Oct. 44 to Dec. 44
Me jor Steinhower Dec. 44 to Apr. 45
Lager Officer N.2 Ms jor Sprotte Sep. 44 to Oct. 44
Me jor Steinhower Oct. 44 to Dec. 44
Hauptmann Bloom Dec. 44 to Apr. 45
Lager Officer N.3 Heuptmann Probst  Dec. 44 to Apr. 45

Of the above listed Germzn officers, Me jor Opperman
was the locel Nazi leader and instructed the lager
personnel =nd guerds on all Nazi policies. The other
outstanding members of the Nezi party were Oberst
Sherer, lMejor Sprotte, ljajor von Miller, Mejor
Schroeder, Hauptmznn Erbslch and Heuptmenn Tems.

Following the Normondy invesion the ardent Nazis tried
to discuss the Nezi policy with the senior officers

end to sway them to the German viewpoint of the war
ag2inst the Russisns. The Americans, nevertheless, did
not'enter into any discussions.

B s et
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Treatment

Food
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Prior to April 1944 trestment was considered fairly
good. _Following the April meeting of the Protecting
Power, however, the Germzn sttitude towards PW be-
came more severe. NeWw orders regarding air rsids
were lssusd by the Germens. Thesc required ell per-
sonnel to be inside woen the "immediste warning”
siren was blown. As & result, three cases of Germen
patrol guards shooting @t men inside the camp occurred
during Mey. At the same time the Commendant issued
regulations suthorizing guards to use firesrms to
avenge what they termed "insults to Germen honor".
The Germen interpretation of this order was ex-
tremely liberal, and more sheoting developecd. Oberst
Scherer also became more severe in confining PW to
the arrest-lock for minor infractions of Germsn dis-
eiplinary regulations. He further denied all Red
Cross foods &nd personcl parcels =8 well =8 tobacco
to PW undergoing confinement in the arrest-lock.

This restriction wss protested to the Protecting
Power without results beczuse the Commendent refused
to forward the correspondence to Switzerlsnd. A
visit by the Protecting Power in July gave the SAO
the opportunity of bringing these frcts to the repre-
sentoetivest ettention. Even though the commendant
was spoken to severely zbout his most recent viola-
tions of the Geneve Convention, it wes not until the
Protecting Power informed the Germsrn Foreign Office
which in turn wrote to Oberst Scherer directly that
Red Cross cnd personsl porcels were allowed PW in
the arrest-lock.

After Oberst Woernstedt beceme commandunt conditions
became even worse. Instructions to the guards on
the use of fire erms were liberaglized, and on 18
Mereh 1945, 2d Lieutenant E. F. Wyman was killed
and & British officer wzs wounded during an air
razid warning that was not heard by 95% of the men
in the same area. The defective system and the
"shoot to kill" grder were responsible for this
incident.

Both Oberst Warnstadt and Oberst Scherer were in-
clined to inflict mass punishment by restricting
an entire berrack for one person's infrsction of 2
rule, and severel protests to the Protecting Power
hed to be mede sbout these occurrences. However,
little satisfaction was gsined from these protests,

-2nd mess punishments continued to be the general

policy.

Food was handled through a central werehouse for
Red Cross parcels with @ll Germen food being pre-
pered in seperate kitchens in each compound. The
germen food wos prepsred by personnel hired by the
German authorities or by Czechs who had been cap-
tured while serving with the Allied forces. Red
Cross parcels, when aveileble, were issued at the
rate of one per person per week. The distribution
of this food wass made by the bariack blocks, ecch
berrack receiving one-third of its totel weekly

s
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parcels three deys ¢ week. All food with the ex-
ception of the Germsn retion was prepsrea by indi-
viduegls in their owa rooms. Only North 1 Compoupd
used their zommunal kitchen 'to combine the German
ration and tos Red Cross piarcel items to supply
complese meals. :

The Germsn food rotion up until 1 Oetober 1944 con-
sisted of 1200 t0 1690 celories dally per men. The
retion wos gradually cut until it contsined only
800 ¢=zlories. In September, October and November
1944, Red Cross supplies become so low that they,
too, had to be cut. During this period men were
put on half-parcels each week. A shipment wes
received in November end PW then drew the normal
parcel each wesk during December in eddition to

@& Christmas parcel.  In January the percel supply
again took 2 drop, and the men received one-half
parcel per week cad in Februery only one-querter
parcel per week. From 3 March 1945 until the last
of the month no percels were distributed, and the
German ration deteriorated to an cxtent thet toward
the end of the month, men became so weak thet many
would fell down when attempting to get from their.
beds. Americun "JP's" were plsced around garbege
cans to prevent the starving Pw from esting out of
the cans end becoming sick. About 1 April 1945 2
shipment wes received from Lubeck vie Sweden, znd
from thest time until the evacustion the men ob-
t:ined sufficient food.

Until this "storvetion" period, the normel deily

menu would cousist of sbout six potatoes, one-fifth

of & loaf of bread, m.rgerine, mormelede, & smell
piece of meat (ususlly horsemect), iwo vegetables
{cebbege, parsuips, beets or turnips) tea and coffee,
end a small amount of suger. In addition, & thin
barley soup wis freQuently served. \

Health In Jsnuery 194« & mediecl record on every men in

o T G camp wos esteblished, and as new PY srrived, they
were reQuired to meke out e similor record. The
form consisted of recording ony injuries or ill-
nesses incurred since MIA, the nature of these, and
the medical trectment needed by those not fully re-
covered while in cemp. Illnesses sand injuries in-
curred at cemp were also ineluded. :

Originelly the cemp conteined only @ smell infirmery
which could aceomodate thirty bed peticnts and pro-
vide two rooms for dsily sick e=ll. In September
1944 cnother lerge barrack was built od joining the
infirmary and provided edequcte feeilities for hospit-
alization. When the infirmsry weas ecnlorged, the Pro-
tecting Power mede mrrongesents with the IRCC to scnd
edditionpal supplive which ineluded surgicel instruments.
. ‘ ‘Although serious enses were sent to Stelag 2-4 at

' : Newbrandenburg, the hospitel staff ot the comp was
able to cere for most of the ill £nd injured men.
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. Clothing

Work

The most serious detriment to the heelth of PW at
this cemp wes the very poor sanitation. One bath-
house containing 10 shower-hcads represented the
only facilities for over 4,000 officers to bathe,
and it was slsc used @s 8 delousing plant for new
arrivals or for any outbreecks of body-crawling
jnsects. Eeorly in 1945 an edditional bathhouse
wee completed which contained 20 shower-heads.
Insufficient quentities of wash besins and soap
made  leundering difficult, and no arrangements
were mede to cere for the men's leundry outside of
the camp. Bed linen was theoreticslly chenged
once & month, but this period was grectly extended
with the influx of new PW. No facilities existed
for the disposal of garbage not cered for by in-
einerstors, end latrine and wssh drains were so
unsctisfactory that the arees around the barracks
were frequently flooded.

The climete in the region was extremely cold, end
both the number of stoves and the smount of fuel
issued were insufficient to meintain good hezlth.
Upper respiratory diseases were & source of con-
cern to the medicel staff, and this became & gresct
danger when the Germsns required the shutters to
remein eclosed during the night. Smell ventiletors
were allowed open but offered insufficient zir
under the erowded conditions.

The medical staff of two British doectors =nd six
orderlies was too small, end although additional
doectors were requested, it was not until 1 Merch
1945 that en American doctor, Captein Wilbur E.
MeKee arrived. The staff was considered very
capeble and cooperztive at 211 timcs, but was
hempered by the lack of medical supplies 2nd fa-
cilities to handle such @ large number of patients.

The Germens issued no c¢lothing to the PW st this
camp except 30 scts of German coverzlls and 30
pairs of wooden shoes for the kitchen help; these
were obteined only after repeated protests. The
Red Cross supplied qQuantities of uniforms and
blankets, but the cemp expanded so rapidly that
supplies were always inadequate until the summer
of 1944 when a very large shipment was received
enabling ezch man in camp to have two complete
uniforms and two blankets. However, in February <
1945 many of the uniforms had become threadbire
and & redistribution of uniforms was made.

The Germens slso confiscsted meny orticles of

clothing under the claim that these items of Amer-
icen uniforms too closely resembled civilisn clothes,
thus violating the security regulations of the csmp.

" All PW et the camp were either officers or non-com-

missioned officers, and =lthough many of the NCO's
ceme to the camp as volunteers for work in a “super-
visory" copacity, they refused to work upon arriving

- 18 -
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Meil

" Morale

Welfare

-plies end eqQuipment.
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at the camp end leasrning that the work was ectually
orderly duty. British and Americen privates were
promised for these duties but never crrived.

The rete of pay wes RM 7.50 for the officers. Money
was turned over %0 the Finance Officer who in turn
made available to each officer sufficient a2mounts to
take care of postege and toilet zrticles. The unused

portion wes made a pert of the communel fund for the
enlisted men.

All incoming meil at Stelsg Luft 1 was censored at
Stalag Luft 3 until January 1945. Some pieces of
meil received 2t the camp had been in transit six
and seven months, and normally men would be in the
cemp seven months before receiving their first news
from home. The uverage time in transit from the
United States was 19 weeks. Towaxrd the end of the

war, the transit time was longer due to the trans-
portation tie-up.

Grect difficulty wes experienced in getting letter
and e¢srd forms in sufficient qQuantities to have
the normal ration issued each month. On several
occesions none was availeble even though the coum-
mendent was informed thot stocks were low cnd thet
additionzl supplies should be requisitioned.

officers were permitted to send three letters and
four postcards per month, while the enlisted men

were allowed to send two letters snd four posteards
per month.

The morele of men was particularly good after the
Allied invasion -of the continent, and remained high
until the stervstion period during which time there

was 2 definite decline. Normelly spesking, however,
the morale wes at all times good.

Representatives of the International Red Cross’
visited the camp spproximetely every four months,
sometimes ot the same time that the representative
of the Protceting Power made inspection trips.
Every sttempt was made By these representctives to
keep ample supplies of food parcels and clothing
issues flowing into the camp, end the shortages of
supplies were blamed on leek of cooper:ction of the
Commandent of the camp or the bogging Gown of traons-
portztion facilities. The Protecting Power repre-
sentatives did not seem to bring sufficient pressure
to bear on the German officisls to improve the camp
conditions in the earlier stages, but after the Spring
of 1944 improvements would be noted after these visits.
The Protecting Power delegates promptly turned over to
the IRCC and the YMCA &ll of the requisitions for sup-
These agencies were equally
prompt in filling the orders. The YMCA representea-
tive went to the camp every 3 to 4 months end errenged
for supplies of ethletie equipment, books, musical
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instruments, thestricsl supplies ss well as tele-
groms to the pext of kin. His visits wers consid-
ered very velusble =s morele builders.

5 rotestent services were held from the time the cemp

Aeigion ﬁas opened, but it was cight months before a Catholie
priest wes obtzined for men of thet faith. As the =
strength of the camp incressed the Germans obtained
additionsl clergymen until there were three Cetholie
snd three Protestant chaplzins, TUnfortunately only
two of the compounds offered sctisféctory facilities
for holding church services, and reGuests for other
compounds to use the ccorrmuneal mess hall in North 1
compound were refused. Outdoor services were held
when we~ther permitted.

Recreation Qutdoor recrection wes hemperec through leeck of

bt T sufficient sportsgrounds. Only West and North .l
Compounds were there full-sized football and base-
ball fields, and although tezms from other compounds i
were permitted to use this fielu for competitive

- sports, spectators were excluded. Excellent sports -

equipment was availeble throughout the ceamp, however, -
and the men in the other compounds mansged to impro-
vise gemes suitsble to the limitcd spece.

The two benus formec st the canp offerec extremely ]
good entertainment ane provided music for theatrical
procuctions which were frequently given. 4 redio
was receivea through the YCA, but the extras loud-
speakers were not permitted in barrecks by the De-
taining Power.

An ecucetional program was started early in 1944.

When the camp becenie overcrowded, £nd communcl rooms ]
had to be sserificed for living Querters, group study . : f
wis no longer possible. Technical books of all kinds

were availoble in the well-stocked libreries for
individual study.

Many of the men with srtistic telent spent their time
in crective work, such @s wood-carving, painting,
Grawing, enc constructing models. The Recreation
Officer collected all of these items for n post-wer

exhibit since an unusual emount of trlent was apper-
ent in the results. '

Liberation On 30 April 1945 the SAO hac several conferences with

the Conmrndent, who had orders to move the camp to
prevent it from felling into the hands of the Russicns.
The S0 stated PW would not move unless forece was used,
end the commendent finally sgreed to =void bloodshed.

- . 4%t sbout 2200 thet evening, the guurés turnec out
the perimeter end street lights. A few moments later
these same guercs were observed marching out of the
camp leaving the gnte unlocked. As soon cs this news
was conveyet to the SAO, he formelly took over the
camp. The following morning the PW militury police
of the cemp were put in charge of =all guarc stations
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STALAG LUTFT 3

(Air Force Officers)

Until 2% January 1945, Stalag Luft 3 was situeted
in the Province of Silesiz, 90 miles southeast of
Berlin, in a stand of fir trees south of Sagasn
(51935 North latitude - 15°19'30" Esst iongitude).

In the Jaunuery exodus, the South Compound ané Center
Compound moved to Steleg 7N, Moosburg (48°27' North
latitude - 11°57' East longitude). The West Compound
and North Compound moved to Stalag 13D, Nurnberg-
Langwasser (49°27!' North latitude - 11°950' East
longitude) and then proceeded to Moosburg, arriving
20 April 1945.

On 14 April 1942 Lt. (j.g.) John E. Dunn, 0-6545,

U. S. Navy, wes shot down by the Germens anc sub-
sequently beceme the first American flyer to be
confined in Stzlsg ILuft 3, then solely a prison
camp for officer PW of the Royzl Air Force. By

15 June 1944, U. S. 4Lir Force officers in camp
numbered 3,242, and 2t the time of the evacustion -
in Jznuary 1945, the International Red Cross

listeu the Jmericen strength as.6,844. This wes the
lergest Americen officers' cemp in Germany.

When the first Americans arrived in 1942, the camp

consisted of two compounds or enclosures, one for ' ;
R/F officers end one for RAF NCOs. The rapid in-

erezse in strength forced the Germans to build four

more compouncs, with USAAF personnel tsking over

the Center, South, West =nd sharing the North Com-

pound with the British. Adjoining esch compound

the Germans constructed other enclosures called

"vorlagers" in which nost of the camp business was

transected end which held sueh offices sas supply,
eaministration and laundry.

Each compound enclosed 15 one-story, wooden barrecks

or "blocks". These, in turn, were divided into 15

roonms ranging in size from 24 feet by 15 feet to

14 feet by six feet. - Occupents slept in double~ - i
decker bunks anc for eVery three or four men the

Germans proviccd simple wooden tebles, benches

anu stools, One room, eyuipped with = cooking renge,
served =s a kitchen. Another, with six porceleain

bagins, wes the washroom. 4 third, with one urinal
end two commodes, was the letrine.

A "Block" ¢ould Louse 82 men comforteble, but with
the growth in numbers of Pi, rooms ucsigned for
¢ight men beger holding 10 ancg then 12, ang the
micdle of September 1944 saw new Pl moving into
tents outside the berrscks.

Two berbed wire fences 10 feet high. ang ive feet
apart surroundec esch compound. In between them
lay tengled barbod wire eoncertines., Parelleling
- 22 -
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the bearbed wire end 25 feet insicde the fence ran

a "werning wire? strung on 30-inch wooden posts.
The zone betwsen the wsrning wire ancd the fence

was forbidden territory, entrance to which wes
punisheble by sudden death.

At the corners of the compound aznd at S50-yard
intervals around its perimeter rose 40-foot
woocen guard towers holding Germens armecC with
.rifles or machine guns.

U.S. Personnel I1t. Col. Albert P. Clark, Jr., captuisd un 86
July 1942, beczme the first Senior Lmericen
Officer, a position he held until the arrivel
of Col. Charles G. Goocrich some two months
later. The enforced seclusion of incividuel
compounds necessitutel the orgonizstion of each =
as en inGependent PW camp. At the time of the
move from Sagen, camp leacers were as follows:

Senior Allied Officer Brigacier Gemneral

: Arthur W. Venaman

SAQ South Compounu - Col. Charles G. Gooarich
SAO Center Compounc Col. Delmer T. Spivey
SAO West Compound - Qol. Darr H. #ulkire

SAO North Compound - Lt. Col. Eawin A. Bland

]

The staff of 2 compound was orgsnized into two
categories:

Main Staff Depts. Secondery Staff Depts.
a. LACjutant a. Mail
b. German property b. Mecical
¢. Germen rastions ¢« Coal
d. Red Cross food d. Finance
e. Red Cross clothing e. Canteen

f. Education & Recreation f. Orderlies, ete.

The basic unit for organization was the barrack
building or block. Block staffs were organized to
ineclude the same functions 2s the Compound Staff,
and the blocks themselves were sub-divided into
squads of 10 men each.

Each compound had = highly organized Security
Committee.

German Personnel

The original commandant of Stalag Luft 3 wes
Oberst von Lindeiner, sn old-school aristoerst
with some 40 years of army service. Courtcous
anc considerate at first sight, he was inelined
to fits of uncontrolled rage. Upon one oceesion
he personally threatened a PW with a pistol. He

was, however, more receptive to PW requests than
any other commandant.

After the British mess escape of Merch 1944, Qberst
von Lindeiner wes repleced by Oberstleutnant Cordes,
who hed been = PW in World Wer I. /. short while
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later Cordes was succeeded by Oberst Braune,
direct and business-like. Stricter than his
predecessors, he displayed less sympathy to-
ward PW requests. Nevertheless, he weas able
to stop misunderstandings such as the one re-
sulting in guards shooting into the compounds.
In general, commandants tended to temporize
when dealing with PV, or else to avoid grant-
ing their requests entirely.

. Ry T

Most disliked by PW were the Abwehr or Security
officers - Hauptmahn Breuli and his suécessor
Ma jor Kircher.

The Luftwaffe guards were fourth rate troops -
either peasants too old for combat duty or young
men convalescing after long tours of duty or
wounds received at the front. They had almost
no contact with PW. In addition to uniformed
sentries, soldiers in fatigues were employed
by the Germans to scout the interiors of the
compounds. These "ferrets” hid under barracks,
listened to conversations, looked for tunnels
and made themselves generally obnoxiocus to the |
i

PW. The German complement totaled 800.

Occasionally, as after the March 1944 mess
escape, Gestapo groups descended upon the camp
for a long, thorough search.
}
Treatment Because of their status a&s officers and the fact l
that their guards were Luftwaffe personnel, the |
men at Stalag lLuft 3 were accorded .treatment
better than that granted other PW in Germany.
Generally, their captors were correct in their
adherence to many of the tenets of the Geneva
Convention. Friction between captor and captive
was constant and inevitable, nevertheless, and
1
i

the strife is well illustrated by the following
example.

On 27 March 1944 the Germasns instituted an extra
eppel (roll call) to occur any time between the
regular morning and evening formations. Annoyed
by &n indignity which they considered unnecessary,
PW fought the measure with a passive resistance.
They milled about, smoked, failed to stend at
attention and made it impossible for the lager
officer to take a count. Soon they were dismissed.
Leter in the day another appel was called. This
time the area was lined with German soldiers hold-
ing rifles end machine guns in readiness to fire.
Discreetly, PW allowed the eppel to proceed in an
orderly fashion. A few days later, nevertheless,
probably as & result of this deliberste protest

against German policy, the unwonted extra appel
was discontinued.

Since the murder of 50 RAF flyers has been attri-
buted to the Cestapo, acts of atrocious mistrcatment

- e
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involving the regular Stalag ILuft 3 guard comple-
ment may be narrowed down to two.

About 2200 hours, 29 December 1943, a guard fired
a2 number of shots into one barrack without excuse
or apparent purpose. One bullet passed throuegh
the window and seriocusly wounded the left leg of
ILt. Col. John D. Stevenson. Although Col. Steven-
son spent the next six months in hospitals, the
wound has left him somewhat crippled.

About 1230 hours, 9 April 1944, during an air raid
by Americen bombers, Cpl. Cline C. Miles was stand-
ing in the cookhouse doorway. He was facing the
interior. Without warning a guard fired at "a man"
standing in the doorway. The bullet entered the
right shoulderof Cpl. Miles and came out through
his mouth, killing him instantly.

Food German rations, instead of being the equivalent
of those furnished depot troops, compared with
those received by non-working civilians - the
lowest in Germeany. While insufficient, these
foods provided the bulk of staples, mainly through
bread and potatoes. A PWis average daily issue of
foods, with caloric c¢ontent included, follows:

Type of food Grams Calories
Potatoes 390 331
Bread o 910
Meat 3 % & 20
Bearley, Oats, Etc. 21 78
Kohlrabi 247 87
Dried Vegetable 14 38
Margarine 31 268
Cheese 10 27
Jam 25 69
Sugar 25 100
TOTALS 1122 1928

A conservative estimate of the caloric requirement
of a person sleeping nine hours a day and taking
very little exercise is 2,150 calories. German

rations, therefore, fell below the minimum reguire-
ment for healthy nutrition.

Food came from four other sources:
private parcels, occasional canteen purchases and
gardens. Of the Red Cross . parcels,. after the spring
of 1943, 40% werc American, 25% British, 25% Canadian
and 10% miscellaneous such as New Zeeland parcels, : y
Christmes parcels and bulk issue from the British

colony in Argentina. These were apportioned at the

rate of one per man per week during periods of nor-

mal supply. .If the International Red Cross at

Geneva felt that transportetion difficulties would

prevent the usual delivery, it would notify the camp

parcel officer to limit the issue to one~half parcel

Per man per week. Sueh'a situation erose in Septem-

ber 1944 when all Stalag Luft 3 went on half parcels

Average contents of Americen and British parcels .

Red Cross parcels,
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Americen Britisk
Food Wieight Fooa Weight
I Aoz.) - A0z.)
Spam 12 Meat Roll i 10
Corned Beef 12 Stew e
Salmon 8 Cheese 4
Cheese 8 Dried Fruit 6
Dried Fruit 16 Biscuits 10
Biscuits 7 Condensed Milk 14
Klim 16 Margarine g
Margarine 16 Tea 2
Soluble 4 Sugar 4
Sugar 8 Cocoa 6
Oorange Powder “ Jam 10
Liver Ppaste 6 Powdered Eggs 2
Chocolate s Chocolate 4
Vegetables 8

Since the kitchen equipment of 10 boilers and
two ovens per compound was obviously inadeguate,

almost all food wes prepared by the various room
messes in the blocks. These messes obtained from
the kitchen only hot water and, four times a week,

hot soup. Cooking within the block was performe

d

on a range whose heating surface was three square

feet. During winter months, PW were able to use
the heating stoves in their rooms as well. With
few exceptions, each room messed by itself. All
food was pooled, and room cooks were responsible
for serving it in digestible and eppetizing, if

possible, form.
for cooking periods from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m., some

rooms atetheir main meal in mid-afternoon, while

others dined feshionebly lste. Below is a typic
day's menu:

Breakfast - 9 a.m.

Two slices of Cermen breasd with spread
Coffee (soluble) or tes

Lunch - noon

Soup (on elternate days)
Slice of German bread
Coffee or tea

Supper -~ 5:30 p.m.
Potatoes
One-third can of meat
Vegetables (twice a week)
Slice of German bread
Coffee or tea

Evening snack - 10 p.m.
Dessert (pie, cake, etec.)
Coffee or cocoa

- 26 ~
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A unique PW establishment was Foodacco whose chief
function was to provide PW with a means of ex-
change and & stahle barter market where, for example,
cocoz could be swapped for cigers. Profits arising
from a two per cent commission charged on &ll ‘trans-
actions wes ¢reaited to a communal camp fund.

Health Despite confinement, ?deing, lack of medicsl sup-
pllg,s and poor swu LAYy <'(‘.’1ﬂi.'i.’7’:i@$, health of PW
wos. astnllah’hg-j 2o0d. /

For triviel ailmenis, the compounds mainteined a
first &id room. More serious cases were sent to
one of -the two sick quarters within the cemp.
Sick guarters for the South Compound originally
consisted of 2 smell building with 24 beds, a
staff of three PW doctors and some PW. orderlies.
This elso served the North and West Compounds.
The Center Compound had its own dispensery and
two PW doctors. On 1 June 1944, the three-com-~
pound sick quarters was replaced by & new
building with 60 beds.

The Germans furnished very few medical sgggﬁies.

As a result, PW depended almost wholly on the h//‘
Red Cross. Large shipments of supplies, including
much-needed sulfa drugs, began to arrive in the

sutumn of 1944. PW were also glad to receive a

‘small fluoroscope and thermometers.

Most common of the minor illnesses were colds,
sore throats, influenza, food poisoning and skin
diseases. When a PW needed an X-ray or the at-
tentions of & speciaslist, he was exomined by a
German doctor. It usually took months to obtein
these special attentions. Cases reyuiring
surgery were sent to one of the English hospitals,
as a rule Lamsdorf or Obermassfeld. Emergency
cases went to a French hospital at Stalag 8C, one X
mile distant. '

Dental cere for the North, West and South Qompounds
was provided by a British aentist and an American : i,
dental student. In 14 months, they gave 1,400 ‘ 4
treatmonts to 308 PW from the South Compound elone.

Senitation was _poor. Although PW received a gquiek
delousing upon entry into the camp, they were

plagued by bedbugs and other parasites. Since

there wes no plumbing, both indoor and outdoor
latrines added to the sanitation problem in summer.
PW successfuliy fought flies by scrubbing eborts
daily, constructing fly traps =nd screening laztrines
with ersatz burlap in lieu of wire mesh.

Bething fecilities were extremely limited. 1In
theory the Germen shower houses could provide ezch ‘o
men with a three-minute hot shower weekly. In

feet, however, conditions veried from compound to
compouna end if & PW missed the opportunity to ot s
Teke & hot sliowerhe rcsorted to & sponge buth with

x
- 27 -

'DECLASSIFIED

72. 1 MMWMVND770065




RESTRTCTTD

water he had heated himself - the only other hot
weter availsble the year around.

Clothing In 1943, Germany still issued booty clothing of
French, Belgian or IZnglish derivation to PW. This
‘practice soon ceased, meking hoth Britons and
Americans completely dependent on clothing re-
ceived from the Red Cross. An exception to the
rule was made in the winter of 1943 when the camp
authorities obtzined 400 o0ld French overcoszts.from
Anglo-American PW.

Greduelly, Americens were cble to replsce their
RAF type uniforms with GI enlisted men's uniforms,
which proved extremely scrvicecble. When stock

of clothing pormitted, esch PW was mainteined with
the following wardrobe:

Overcoct

Blouse (Jacket)
Shirts, Wool or Cotton
Pr. Wool Trousers

Pr. Winter Underwesar
Pr. Socks

Pr. Gloves

Sweater

Pr. High Shoegs

Belt or Suspenders

Cap

hHanderchiefs

1 Blanket (edded to 2 Germsn blunkets)

W DO D0 D

\ Work ' Officers were never reqQuired to work. To esse the
situetion in cemp, however, they essumed meny house-
keeping chores such as shoe repeiring, distributing
food, scrubbing their own rooms snd performing
general repeir work on barracks.

Other chores were earried out by & group of 100
American orderlies whose work wes cut to & minimum
and whose e¢xistence officers tried t& mcke s5s com-
forteble as possible under the circumstences.

Pey . The monthly puy sezle of offi

cers in Gormany wes
a8 Tollows: .

F/0 snd 24 Lt. 72 Reichsmarks
1st Lt. 81 .
cept. 96 "
’ Ma jor 108 o
Lt. Col. 120 =
gol. 150 ol

Americans edhered closely to the finesn
origin=ted by the British in 1940-42.
was hendled by individusl officers but was plaeced
by the seccounts officer into individuel czceounts of
each after & sufficient deduction had been mede to
nect the finsneicl needs of the camp. These‘deduc—
tions, not to excecd 50% of eny officer's pay, took

cial poliey
No money

o
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care of laundry, letter forms, sirmail postage,
entertcinments, escape damages and fundgd “trans-
mitted monthly to the NCO cemps, whieh received
no pay until Juiy 1944.

Officers at Staleg Luft 1 contributed 334 of their
pay to the communzl fund, and the entive poliey
was approved by the Wer Department on 14 October
1943.
deducted PW pay from army pey, Americans volunteered
to cerry out all centeen purchases with their own
funds, but to maintsain joint British-American dis-
tribution just as before.

Since the British Government unlike the (5 VB

Because of the sudden evacuation from Sagen, Allied
PW had no time to meet with Germsn finence suthor-
ities and reconcile outstanding Reichsmark bolences.
The amount due the U.S.A. alone from the German

Gove;nment totals 2,984,932.75 Reichsmarks.

Meil from home or/ sweetheart was the life-blood of
Incoming mail was normelly received six days
a week, without limit as to number of letters or

PW.

number of sheets per letter.
to V-meil forms.)

(Germsn ob jected only
Incoming letters could travel

postage free, but those clipper-posted made record
Correspondence could be carried on with

privete persons in any country outside of Germeny;
Allied, neutral or eneny.
pondence with next-of-kin only was permitted.
PW could write one letter per month to next-of-kin

tine.

in another PW czmp or internces' ecamp.

ionth

Sep 43

oOct
Nov
Dec
Jan
Febd
Her
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep

43
43
43
44
44
44
44
44
o
44
44

e

Letters

3,190
5,392
9,125
24,076
7,680
10,765
11,693
16,355
15,162
13,558
26,440
14,264
10,277

SOUTH CQMPOUND INCQMING MAIL

Per Capite

Within Germany corres-

A

AR

A
10

110

8
12
12
12
12
13
14
14
15
16

weeks
"

3 % 3 33 3 3 3 3 % =

The trevel time reverted to 1ll-12 weeks in the autumn
of 1944, with airmeil letters somctimes reccuing eamp

in four to six weeks.

All meil to Luftwaffe-hcld PW

was censored in Sagen by a staff of Germen civilian

men and women.

Ooutgoing meil was limited, except for specisl corres-
pondence, to three letter forms and four cards per
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PW per month. Officers above the rank of ma jor
drew six letters and four cards while enlisted
men received two letter forms end four cards.
Protected personnel received double allotments.
PW paid for these correspondence forms and for
airmeil postage as well.

SOUTH COMPOUND OUTGOING MATIL

Month e tors EoHvoe 0 T

Sep 43 3,852 924 .60
Oct 43 6,711 2494 .60
Nov 43 7,781 2866 .66 ;
Dec 43 - 7,868 2968.00 ;
Jon 44 7,811 2915.30 [
Feb 44 7,968 2907.10 -
Mor 44 7,916 3095.80

x Apr 44 8,460 3154.90 :
Mey 44 8,327 3050.20 ;
Jun 44 _ 10,189 3789.60 [
Aug 44 8,780 3366 .50 ;
Sep 44 8,777 3288.30

Each 60 days, a PW's next-of-kin could mail him
a private parcel contuining clothing, food snd :
other items not forbidden by Germen or U.S. Gov- g
ernment regulctions. These parcels, too, were

thoroughly examined by Germsn censors.

Morale Morale was exceptionally high. PW pnvcr.cllowed

5 Al themselves to doubt un eventual Allied victory
and their spirits soared at news of the Europesn
invesion. Cases of demoralizstion were individual,
ceused for the most part by reports of infidelities
among wives or sweethesrts, or lack of neil, or
letters in which people failed completely to com-
prehend Pii's predicament. Compound officers suc-
ceeded in keeping their charges busy either physically
or mentally «nd in meinteining diseipline. fThe
continuel arrivel of new PW with news of home and

o
<

the sir force also helped to cheer older inmetes.
Welfare The value of the Protecting Power in enforcing the
e A Provisions of the Geneva Convention lay principally
in the pressure they were sble to bring to bear.
Although they might hove agreed with the PW point
of view, they had no meens of enforcing their
demands upon the Germens, who followed the Geneva
Convention only insofar =s its provisions coincided
with their policies. But the nere existence of

& Protecting Power, a third party, had its beneficiel
effect on German policy.

Direct interview was the only sa
with the Protecting Power.
Quired six months for
received.

tisf-etory traffic
Letters usuzlly re-

answer - if any =nswer wes
The sequence of events at a
of Protecting Power rcpresentatives was
Granting by the Gernman of a

routine vigit

as follows:
few concessions just

o N
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prior to the visit; excuses given by the Germans
to the representative; conference of representa-
tive with compound seniors; conference of repre-
sentative with Germens. Practical benefits usually
amounted to minor concessions from the Germens.

Pli of Staleg Luft 3 feel a deep debt of gratitude
toward the Red Cross for supplying them with food
and clothing, which they considered the two most
importent things in their PW camp life. Their only
compleint is ageinst the Red Cross PW Bulletin for
its deseription of Stalag Luft 3 in terms more
appropriately used in depieting life. on & college
canpus than a prison camp.

PW also preised the YMCA for providing them gener-
ously with athletic equipment, libraries, public
address systems =nd theetrieal materials. With
YMCA headquarters esteblished in Sagen, the rep-
resentative peid meny visits to eanmp.

Religion On 1 December 1942, the Germans captured Capt. M.
E. MeDonsld with a British Airborne Division in Africa.
Because he was "out of the cloth" they did not offie-
ially recognize him as & clergymen, nevertheless, he
was the aceredited chaplain for the comp and con-
ducted services for a2 large Protestant congregation.
He received 2 quantity of religious literature from
the YMCA and friends in Scotland.

, In April 1942, Father Philip Goudres, Order of Mary
Imnmaculate, Quebec, Canada, became the Catholie
Chaplain to a group which eventually numbered more
than 1,000 PW. Prayer books were received from
Geneve anu rosary beads from France.

On 12 September 1943, a Christian Science Group was
brought together in the South Compound uncer the
direction of 2d Lt. Rudolph K. Grumm, 0-749387.

His reading material was forwarued by the Church's
War Relief Committee, Gencva, as was that of lst Lt.
Robert R. Brunn active in the Center Compound.

Thirteen members of the Church of Jesus Christ of _
Letter Day Saints, sometimes known as the Mormon e
Church, held their first meeting in the South Com-
pound on 7 November 1943. 1lst Lt. William E.
McKell was nominated as presiding Elder and of-
ficiated at subsequent weekly meetings. Meterial
was supplied by the Europezn Student Relief Fund,
the Red Cross, the YMGA and the Swiss Mission of
the Church.

Recreation Reading wes the greatest single zetivity of PW.
MRS The fiction lending library of esch compound was
enlarged by books received from the YMCA and next-
of-kin until it toteled more then 2,000 volumes.
Similarly, the compounds' reference librearies

grew to incluue over 500 works of a technical nature.

-3 -
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These books came from the European Student Relief
Fund of the YMCA and from PW who had received thenm

from home.

Athletics were second only to reeuing &s the most
popular uiversion. smp Areas wWere ¢
ol

nede fit playing fielus zt first for cricket snc
3 >
bell, bad-

3
rugby end. later for softball, touch foothal
mninton, deck tennis and wolleyball. n edd

PW tock edventage of opportunities for pingpong,
wrestling, weight lifting, horizontal end parsllel
ber work, hoeckey and swimm in the fire pool.
The bulk of athletic equipment was supplied by the

YI":CJ"L .

The "Luftbendsters", playing on YMCA instruments

At -4l US ¢
could hold its own with sny neme band in the U.S.A.
according to those who heard them give varicus per-
formances. PW formed junior bands of less exper-

ienced players 2nd also =2 glee club.

Threough the services of the WMCA, PV were shown
seven films, five somewhnt dated Hollywood features
and two Gern=n musical comedies.

vities included eard playing, broadecast-
ing music¢ and news over 2 camp amplifier called
"Station KRGY", reacing the "Circuit®™ and "Kriegie
Tines" journals issuec by PW thrice weekly, follow-
ing world events in the PW news roon, attencing
the Educztion Deportment's clesses which renced
from jAeronsutics to Lew, painting, sketching and
the inevitsble stroll around the compound perineter
track.

Other cetivit
¢ and

At 2100 hours on 27 Jasnuary 1945, the verious con-
pounds received German orders to move out afoot
withing 30 minutes. With en e¢ye on- the zivancing
Red Amies, PW hau been preparing two weeks for
such & move. Thus the order came as no surprise.
In barracks bags, in knotted trousers anua on ucke-
shift sleds they packec 2 nminirmn of clothing ana
8 maximum of food - usuzlly one parcel per men.
Eech man oband<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>