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Introduction 

! 

.AMERI~AN PRISONh"'RS OF WAR 
in 

GERN..ANY 

conditions in Germ prisoners of ar camps holding 
Americans varied to uch an extent that only by 
examination of ·ndividual eamp can a clear picture 
be drawn. This report contains aummaries of 12 
typical German installs ions rangin rom Stela 
Luft 3, a well organized camp for P~r Foree offi
cers, through St lag 2Bt an av rag Ground Force 
enli ted n's oamp, to h ot·c talag 9B, est b-
11 hed for enlisted men captured during the Von 
Rundstedt offensive o December 194 • 

Germany h~ld a total of 92,965* American prisoners 
of wa in th9se categories: 

Air Forces - 32,730 
Ground Forces - 0,235 

In contrast to the number of Ground Force officers 
who formed only some 10% of ~he Ground Force pri 
sonars of war, almost 50% of th Air Force person
nel falling into enemy hands were officers. Figures 
for both branches scored during tbe 10 months after 
6 June 194 when totals vJere: 

Air Force - 15,093 
Ground Forces - 9,2?4 

Total - 24,367 

For army prisoners of wor, Germany hed three prin
cip 1 types of camp. OFL.l.G, a contraction of 
Offizier Lager (officers' oamp), as its title de
not~s held officers. S~UAG, a contraction of 
E>tarnm Lager (mai11 camp) held enlisted men. DUL"·~G, 
a contraction of Durchgangs L~ger (entr·nce camp) 
was a tr~nsit cemp but in the ninds of airman b -
caroo synonymous with interrogution center. LUFT 
{ ir) appended to a name indicated that the cemp 
held fly~ng pBrsonnel. Gener&lly, camps housing 
airmen were under th jurisdiction of the Luftwcff , 
and cemps housing ground troops under the juris-
d ction of the Wehr.m~aht. 

Prisoners of ~twr (p· ) formed cornps li 1 thin c:...mps ond 
hod their own or unizotions. In officers• cemps 
they were adea by th~ Senior /~a~ric~n Officer 
(S 0) who wc3 just wh~t his nume implied. In en
listed men's stclr-gs t the; Han of Confiuence (t~OC) 
wv s usuf lly n NCO ulecfted by his fellow PV:, but 
oonetiucs Le was appoint d by ths Ge:rmens .. 

Sourc~ mater'~l for this report consisted of int~r
rot;;~tions of former prisont;..rs of w·r mE>de by CPM 
Brench, Uilitary Intelligence service, ~nd rE-ports 
of the Protecting Power and Inttirneti n 1 R d Cross 
roc~iv~d by the State Depnrtoen (Sp cial c- Prob
l(;r:l Division). 

- X X X -
1 Nov. 4o RLcords. 
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ImSTRICTED 

DULAG LUFT 

Introduction Dulag Luft, through which practically all air force 
personnel ca~tured in German-occupied Europe passed, 
was compose3 of three installations: the interroga
tion center at Oberursel, the hospttal at Hohemark 
and the transit r~p ul i_,i.ma b:lly at iAletzlar~ 

Location 

Strength 

Description 

u s. 
Personnel 

German 
Personnel 

Ir'l'l!:iii .. X}A'ri Ol G.Ik~T£E -·- -.. ____ --- --· 

Ausre..':'i,u.Jt:.lle vves4· (Evaluation Canter West) was 
t i ··- •r> Jd 300 yards north of the main Frankfurt-Homburg 
roC:1r3 aYld 1 ear the trolley stop of Kupforharmner - the 
third stop after 'Jberursel (50°l2' N.- 8°34" E}. 
Obe1.·ursel is 13 kilometers northwest of :F'rankfurt-on
Mai.:l .. 

The nULlber of PW handled rose from 1000 a month in 
late 1943 to an average monthly intake of 2000 in 
1944. The peak month was July 1944 when over 3000 
Allied airmen and paratroopers passed through Auswer
testelle ~est. Since solitary confinement was the 
rule, the capacity of the camp was supposedly limited 
to 200 men, although in rush periods as many as five 
PW were placed in one cell~ Strength on any given 
day averaged 250. 

The main part of the ramp consisted of four large 
wooden barracks two of which, co~nected ry a passage 
and known to PW as the "cooler~" contained some 200 
cells These cells, eight feet hjgb, five feet wide 
and 1.2 feet long held a r.o·c _. a table J a chair and an 
electric bell for PW to call the gua:~d. The third 
barrack contaJ~ed administrative headquarters. The 
fourth building~ a large '~" shaped structure, housed 
the interrogating officess files anJ. records. Senior 
officers lived on the poot; ~unior officers outside 
in a hotel~ The cormnand· nt 1:. ved on a nearby farm. 
The en tire ~.:=JI!l.i.) we.s su,:row1ded by a barbed-wire fence 
but ~JJ.s ~q_u1ppt=d -vVi th neither. perimeter floodlights 
no.._ W~ ~ CttONe£t>o 

Since P~~ were held in solitary confinement, and only 
for limited periods of time, no U.S. staff existed. 

German personnel - all Luftwaffe - was divided into 
two main branches: Administrative and Intelligence. 
Under Intelligence came officers and interpreter NCOs 
actually taking part in the interrogations and other 
intelligence work of the unit. The total streng h 
of this br3nch was 50 officers and 100 enlisted men. 
Administrative personner · consisted f one guard com
pany and one Luftwaffe construction company, each 
consisting of 120 men. Some members of the staff were: 

Oberstleutnant Erich Killinger: Command~nt 
Major Junge Chief or Interro ation 
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Treatment 

Food 

Health 

Major Boehringer 
Captnin Sclrrie:i.c1ewindt 
Leutn3nt Boninghaus 

Executive Officer 
Record Section Chief 

: Political Interrogator 

Later there were attached to the staff representatives 
of the General Luftzeugmeister 1 s department, the 
General der Kampfflieger's section, the Navy and the 
s.s. Occ_asionally members of the Gestapo at Frank
furt were permitted to interrogate PW. 

The interrogation of Allied PW at the hands of Auswer
testeJle West personnel was nkorrect" as far as physic
al vioJeP-ce was concerned. An occasional interrogator, 
exasperated by polite refusal5 to give more than name, 
rank, se~ial number or, more occasionally, perhaps by 
an excep~ionally "fresh" PW, may have lost his temper 
and struck a PW. It is not believed that this ever 
went beyond a slap on the face dealt in the hea~ of 
anger - certainly ~hysical violence was not a~ployed 
as a policy. On the other hand, no amount of calculated 
mental depression, privation and psychological blaclanail 
was considered excessive. 

Upon arrivDl, PW were stripped, searched, and sometimes 
issued Gorman coveralls. .At other times they retained 
the clothj_ng .:r:. which they were shot own. All 8J:'e 
shut up in ~o· .:.tary confinement cells and denied ciga
rettes, toile~; ar·cicles and Red Cross food. Usually 
tho pe!'j or3. cr· confinem nt lc sted ;four or five days, 
but occasi .. 1nally su:t•ly PW would be held in the '~cool
er" for the :'ul:!.. 30 days p3 rmi tted by the Geneva Con
ventjort ad ~ pt.:nitive measure, and Coptnin flilliam N. 
Schwertz ms imprisoned 45 days. Interrogators often 
used Lhre3ts nnd violent language, calling PW "murder
ers of children' ~nd threatening them with indefinitely 
p ·olongued solitary confinement on starvation rations 
unless they would talk. PW ere threatened with denth 
as spies unless they identified themselves ss oinnen 
by revealing technic 1 information on same such subject 
s radar or a1r combat tactics. Conf·nement in an un

bearably overheated cell and pretended shootings of 
"buddies" were resorted to in the oorly days. Intimid -
tion yielded inferior results nnd the friendly approach 
was considered best by the Germans. 

Rations were t~o slices of black bread and jam with 
ersatz coffee in the morning, watery soup at midday, 
two slices of bread at night. No Red Cross parcels 
were issued. PW could obtain drinking water from the 
guards. 

As a rule, men seriouslY needing medical treatment 
were sent ~o hohemark hospital. Those suffering from 
the shock of being shot down and captured received no 
~edical atte1~.on, nor did the 50% s ffering from 
mi~or woundc::,.. 8ome FW' arrived at perr.1anent camps 
still wearing airty bandages which had not been ch~nged 
at O~erurssl even though their stay had been of two 
weeks':' duration. Upon several occasions PW were denied 
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Clothing 
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Mail 

Morale 

Welfare 

Religion 

Recreation 

· Liberation 

the ministration of either a doctor or medical orderly 
and there is at least one instance where a flyer with 
a broken leg was refused treatment of any sort until 
he had answered some of the interrogator's questions 
four days after his arrival. 

PW received no Red Cross clothing. Instead they wore 
German fatigues or the uniforms in which they had 
been captured - minus leather jackets which were cus
tomarily confiscated. 

None 

None 

None 

There is little doubt that the living conditions were 
expressly designed to lower morale and to produce 
mental depression of the most acute kind. Still, due 
partially to briefings which acquainted them with 
Oberursel and partially to their innate sense of 
loyalty, most PW successfully withstood the hars · 
treatment and yielded no important military' informa
tion other than name, rank and serial numoer. 

Neither 'the Protecting Power, which was refused ad
mission for a long tL~e, nor the Red Cross nor the 
YMCA could do anything to ameliorate the condition 
of PW in the interrogation center. 

None 

None 

On 25 April 1945 American troops overran Oberurselc 
They found Auswertestelle 1 est no longer a going con
corn. Some 10 days earlier, its departments already 
widely qispersed over what remained of Germany, the 
installation had ceased to exist even as a headquarter 
of the German Air Interrogation service. Its records 
had been burnt or evacuated and its eading person
alities, taking with them what remained of their or
ganization, had fled to a new site at Nurnberg
Buchcnbuhl. The new Dulag headquarters at Nurnbe'rg 
did not survive the parent unit by many d ys. It as 
not long before Oberstleutnant Erich Killinger, the 
commandant, was discovered by Allied interrogators in 
an ar.my cage. With the former roles of captive and 
interrogator now so completely reversed, it was a 
slightly apprehensive but stubborn Killinger who ac
campanivd his captors back to the scene of his former 
triumphs at Oberursel. 

HOBEMARK HOSPITAL 

A soon as the Luftwaffe took over the Oberursel in
stallation in December 1939 it became o vions that a 
high percentage of PW would be in n ed of medical 
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attention. To meet this, the camp authorities re
qulsi tioned part of Hohemark hospital one mj.J e west 
of the inte_"'rogation center., 'J:his hospital had been 
used since ~:o:rld War I as a health reso~·t and clinic 
for all types of brain injuries and contained a large 
number of German soldiers wounded in this war. 

The wards ~or PW were on the second floor and com
prised one single room, two double rooms and several 
rooms wi.~h fo'-lr beds, totaling 65. Discipline was 
very 14ilcl. The doors of the wards were not always 
locked at night, and the only guards were the German 
med.Lcal orderlies. German medical treatment was ex
celle~t, as was the food, which came from Red Cross 
special invalid parcels and from the hospital kitchen. 
Walking cases were frequently allowed to meet and take 
meals together. Other ambulatory cases, as soon as 
their c0ndition permitted, were allowed parole walks 
through the surrounaing grounds and countryside. 

Wounrlerl men were e::>!·letirn.es interrogated directly dur
ing their Gtay at the hos?i"Gal. At ether times, they 
we a n ./C jnterrogntt:H~. until after their convalescence 
when th .. y ·Hs::e sent to Oberurselo he cOIT"i_parati ve Y, 

lu:A-ur· o~s sing1 a:ad doub ..... e rooms were se·t aside as 
places where high--ranking Allied PW could be interroga
ted in cirr:;ums·cances which the Germans considered ap
propr:i.ate J~o their ran}:~ These PW did not have to be 
wounded to gain a~~soion to Hoh8~ark. 

Several British and American orderlies formed part of 
tbe hospital complement. They were headed by an 
Edward Stafforc, an American who was captured while 
flying in the P~ Ferry Command nd called himself 
"Captain. n H:..s assistant was Captain Kenneth S.ni th, 
who was recei vj 1 g treat.lnent f r :'al"!inl burns during 
his stay~ Imna~e~ c•:t' lLh ..... r.u l'.: r-ece:i:l~d ·':he normal 
allotmen1i of C'u rl: ~~.-= c:., ' . G"': _·s. ot::'.., OJJ.:y ·che permanent 
staff ::-e ,c;i Vdd .i.ne .1 n~ ~ .:;;t ·v~.;r.~~ l: ~A> 3 only religious 
actl\:·~y /1~· ~.:istan..:.:,.g to the Bibl readings of a 
Haupt.ann 0f_erman. 

Hob ... mark was liberated simultaneously with Oberursel. 

On _0 2e:p vember 1943 the nlag L1.Lft tren!"':i. t c p ~ 
wh :ce PW who haJ. ~e .n i:a t rt ogated awai -ced ol"'.i:i,'l!r ..,nt 
tc perr.1&nent stalae;.·, YJ.J.s movel :t:rcm 1-h~Trs--l to 
r .... n f:.,.rt- ~ll· r~"ahl 0 :.., r- 1 t Vl3 0 f1 i l..t"? ~ ... 1 j :n the Palm 

Garl6~S c~Jy J~,b yur66 no th~st of~~~ n~in rail
rc~a qtetion- a lc0~L·on which was a t3rget ar a and 
there~ re ndsngsred thv lives of W. 

On 15 november 94:3 the s.v· ss s :.a ted, ;,This visit (to 
the cemp) leaves a bad i;apressiun becau o o the new 
s1 t·urt:i..on of th_, DuJ.av.: so 13Xposad to a~ ·acks fran the 
ai:- Y·Jhich is not in conformity with Article 9 of the 
(Ge~eva) COl ven·~ion .. u 
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Thus the following SWiss announcement in the spring 
of 1944 came as no surpirse: "Dulag Lu:rt, WetzJ.ar, 
is succeeding uulag Luft, Frankfurt, which was des
troyed in course of one of the latest (24 March) air 
raids on Frankfurt. The camp is situated on a slight
ly elevated position approximately three to four 
kilometers west north west from Wetzler, a town some 
50 kilometers north of Frankfurt-on-Main and is a 
former German army camp (Flak troops)." 

During the first nine months of 1943, 1000 PW a month 
passed through the transit camp. This increased to 
1500' a month, half British and half A~erican, in the 
last three months of the year. Statistics for October 
1944 follow: 

Incoming Personnel Total ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1963 
Dai-zyAverage... . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • 63 
Total American.c••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1312 

Officers. • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • 155 
NOOc c•,.,•••eecw••••••••••••••••••••••••• 739 

Total Bri ti::::;h., I). o • .,. u... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 651 
Officers ·•e••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 155 
NCOso~••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 496 

Camp strength fluctuated from day to day. On the & j ss 
visit of 10 November 1944 it was 311; on 13 March 1945 
it was 826. Except for the permanent staff of 30, 
seldom stayed more than eight days. 

During May and June 1944, inmates lived in 18 tents 
pitched on the eastern side of the camp area. On 13 
July 1944, they moved to the newly-constructed build
ings: five barracks and one large bungalow which 
held the messes and the store rooms Capacity of the 
camp was 784, with tents available in case of a sudden 
influx. Two of the sleeping barracks were reserved 
for officers, two for NCOs, and the remaining one ac
commodated the permanent camp staff, sick rooms and 
medical inspection room. The mess had space for 300 
men in the main room. The camp staff, the officers 
and the enlisted men ate separately. 

Each room in the barracks held six to eight triple
decker bunks - 18 to 24 men. Each bed had a mattress 
filled with wood shavings and one pillow. All barracks 
had special wash rooms with built-.:n basins and runni 
cold watero 

Unocc pted space within the barbed wire was somewhat 
limited after i,he ere~ticm. of the last two barracks 
and the Jay:i.ng out cf vegctc..ble gardens cultivated for 
and b .. : t'le p7J. T:he area gave a neat appearance, how
eve::- Pl. ~h ,;idy paths and well-tended lawns. 

Ser ... :.or Allied Officer at Wetzlar was Colonel C arles 
~. ,jt~rK who enjoyed exceptionally friendly terms with 
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RE 'IRI TED 

the Germans and drew many concessions from the~~ 
Members of his staff were: 

1st Lt:) Gerald G. Gille 
2nd Lt~ ATthur C Jaros 
2nd Lto Herbert Schubert 

In addition 7 ~he staff comprised: 

1 Charlain 
5 K~_tchen orderlies 
4 Mess 'rde"'lies 
5 S~o~c c~derlies 
4 Ba~rQc~s chiefs 
3 ~ ... ~ ·· · •.a:;. orderlies 
4 n - racks orderlies 
1 ·f.d~·(>~~.L1t:Jr 

1 Carpenter 

! Adjut$nt 
Adjutant 
Mess Officer 

A previous Senior American Officer ras 1St Lt. John 
C. :.:..uant o 

Th housekeeping organization consi t d of: 

Oberstleutnant Becker 
Major Riess 
Major Salz r 
Major Haydcm 
Dr. ThO:rJ.ai 
Dr 7venger 
F~uptmann Schmid 

Commandant 
Camp Officer 
Camp Officer 

mp Officer 
' dical Officer 
~ die Officer 

curity Crf1cer 

In November 1944 there was report t e ex·stence at 
th~ camp of an interrogation center. According to 
Colonel Stark. treatment was good an correct in every 
way. Some 1?~~ arrivin from Oberursel were in soli t ry 
and asked pu_ely npoli tical" questions for two or three 
days. Then they were admi+ted to the transit camp 
Clief of this int rrogation section !'las Majo Ernst 
Dornseifer. 

Treatment was better here than at any other American 
PW c&:"""9 in GPrmany.. German and Amer~cen staffs seemed 

o ·!v ·jJerate with each other, resulting in favorable 
lj :·.""g cond · tions to both parties. The Senior Al ie 
:lrl ·.r .. e .: operateJ Wetzler s a rest c .p wh re PW s 
ft:l' · _g f:rom the harsh t r atment at 0 erursel might re
g in their ~trength and morale b fo e traveling to 
perma ent campso As a r sult neither Germans no Am ri
c n~ provoked any untoward incidents . 

No food sLcrt~ge existed at Wetzlarr~ e on the· ~h th 
Germann ... epeated1y cut their ration until the aily 
issue per man was offici lly announced in 1~rch 1945 as: 

Met 
Potetoe~ 

argarinG 
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Butter 
Suge ... 

- B:rP-3<} 
s "'...~ 

Coffee (ersatz) 

For three days: 

Barley 
Mil ... et 
Hulsenfruchte 
Chees 
Wl · te Cheese 

RESTRICTED 

25 grams 
25 tt 

75 
20 " 

5 " 

10 grams 
21 " 
63 " 
14 " 
14 tt 

The difference between this s,b-sustenance diet and 
the good meals actually eaten by P rv was made up by Red 
Cross food One parcel per PW was dr.awn each w .~k and 
9afo of 91.1 Red Cross food was given to the ki tcb ·n ·f:o 
improve German rations. Usually the stock on h:md. ccn
sisted of four months' sup,?ly. Even in Septembe1· .LS44 
when the orde was given to cut food recerves to a ~ery 

m ·nim 1.m~ W -Lzlar authorities allowed PW to keep four 
weAkr: • supp1_y on hand. In March 1945, anticipating a 
possible e~ac~ntion from futzlar to the jnterior or the 
Reic . t:.e ~...,4 L au:;hori zed the issue of two lie~ Cross 
food parcelo per man per week, bo h to strengt! ~n PW 
for the r.1~rcl to come and to prev nt the loss of 1ood 
which V•:)uJ.r: be a~andon\Jd in the event of a sudden move. 

The :-:chen - sta~i' d. by Americans - was well equipped 
wi "*"h L;r o ].a:-ge co o~J ng ranges, three boilers, a dish
\nes 1::.~ rc-o.d 5 a potato·-peeling room, a tin-opening 
rov .. ll -: ... ~,. .n adjacent storeroom.. 

Tr.e sick bays were able to eccom.TTLodate 40 men in beds, 
two of which wGre ·n a separate room reserv~d for con
tagious diseo~es. The medical inspection room was 
described as udequate and all necessary mediclnes end 
instruments were mad~ available either from Red Cross 
sources or - to a lesser extent - from the Germans 
Good medic 1 treatment was received from th German 
staff doctor who cooperated first with Lt. Anthony S. 
Barling, RA]£, and then with C ptain Peter Griffin dur 
ing their brief stays in camp. 

Each man r~ceived a hot shower upon his entrance to 
thcl connou~d nd was subsequently permitted to t3ke 
one e ch w")el: Ali ·1 ugh he barracks v:a hroom t'"'pS 
ra!l 011 y cold water, hot wa-te:. could usually be drawn 
else .!1are BOt.. t: hours du"~'ing the day. A 10 -seat o t
doo.t· latrine w "'. euupler.1ent0d by setisfactory toilets 
of ·.,h'"' m0dern flush typ~. 

Al1 h . p) ... mo 7 ::'1 n ar1 .. i"" ~ng fro:n Ooeru .... ~ l 10re wound ,d 
an x l u + .... cJ t 1 e g ne r 1 s + 'J. t e o.... ... e... _ t 1 w 9. s con-
si1 ... c..d goo'"' 
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Large numbers of P arrived without outer uniforms, 
and sometimes without underclothing or shoes. Each 
new arrival was equipped with at least the following 
articles - all of which ere supplied not by the 
Germans but by the Red Cross: 

1 shirt 
1 pr. drawers 
l undershirt 
1 pro socks 
1 n~cktj e 
1 p"P., trousers 
1 blouse 
1 pr. shoes 
1 set toilet articles 

Init.iB1_:y, the shortage of American stocks necessita
ted th~ drawing of British clothing. Later, h~~ever, 
mo~~ of the clothing issued was of American origin, 
ani..!. e:\·ent'llally it was possible to keep adequate stoc s 
of British and American items separately In ~.rch 
19 ±': it was no longer possible to provide PW ' i th 
ne vly pa<'ked ttcaptive cases" a sort of suitcase con
taining the articles listed above, for the supply was 
exha ste1. 

Since oir force personnel consisted solely of com
missioned and non-commissioned officers, no~work 
beyond some of their own housekeeping chores were 
required of them. 

PI received no pay, but when the camp opened in the 
summer of 1944, the finance committee Of Staleg Luft 
3, Sagan, se t the permanent staff a fund of over 
4000 reichmarks~. 

Transients were allowed to s nd their first letter 
or a postcard form informing next-of-kin of their 
status and address, but received no incoming mail. 
The permanent staf drew th usual allotment of 
letter for.ms and receive incoming mail as well. Sam 
air mail from the United States was received within 
three weeks. Average time for both air and surface 
mail was four months~ As 1tn all Luftwaffe camps, 
letters were censored at Sagan. 

Th~ ~.., ... :i0"J: Al) i ed C:fficer agreed with statements of 
tt ~ ...... , s.: ~.;ele0ates and German camp authorities that 
We:,, .. -r \ICS a::1 excellent camp and that 'such favor
ar~ roncitio.s are hardly to be found elsewhere in 
Ger .. 1:...r.y ,j ., Morale of nen leaving Oberursel was usual
ly at its lowest ebb~ and it is small wonder after 
receiv:ng food, clothing and mingl'ng in comparativ 
fr el~ wit' their fellow Americans, that their 
spir~ts soaxad back to a level approaching normality. 
Most of them left Wetzlar prepared to face the diff'
culti s of their new ~i es as PW. 
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Welfare 

RESTRICTED 

The Protecting Power visited Wetzler in May, July, 
Novrmbe~ 1944 and March 1945 - each time forwarding 
the C='lpJ.aints of the Senior Alli d Officer and 
m_akin~ c c111plete report on camp conditions. 

The . ~eJ Cross supplied PW with practically all 
their food, clothing a medical supplies but made 
no visit until January 1945, when they wrote a re
port of their insp ction. 

From the YMCA, the camp eceivea most of its library, 
which eventually tot led 1500 books, and equipment 
for indoor games and outdoor sports. 

Religion For some months the only religious activity was the 
regular Sunday service conducted by arrant Officer 
Hooton, RAF, e Methodist. Early in 1945 Captain 
Daniel Mcl~~an~ a Catholic priest, conducted both 
Catholic and Protestant services every Sunday 

Recreation New arrivals were usually in such condition as not 
to want strenuous e:xercise~ Games, therefore, were 
as a rule limited to milder sports such as dec ten
nis Once a week some PW were permitted walk""' ou'!;side 
the camp The most popular indoor pastimes were read
ing, playing cards, discussing the new exper:ence of 
being a ~~ anQ pleying some of the table games pro
vided by the y-y· .. 1# 

Evacuation The Wetzlar camp log from 2? through 30 March follo 'S: 
& Liberation 

2? Larch 1945 

053'.) no rr:an c~"'der to evacuate all those able to walk 
\!:vh the exception of few permanent staff, who 
sho,ld remain to ru1 le place 143 remained in
cluding Col. Stark, Lt. Jaros, Lt. Coilldr. Jennin s, 
Capt. Griffin, Lt. Gille and C pt. Rev. ~cGow n. 
German personnel left were 107 men, 34 women, in
cludin Maj. Dornseifer, Lt. eyrich, and Mr. 
Rickmers. 

0?30 Transport left {82 men) 

0830 Ne hear g~m fir and so1nds of approaching ve
iclcls~ Germans from across the road move into 

our sn. :.:'jerse 

094- Iea· otrr troops are 4 kms west of us. He vy gun 
fire nl J. eronnd 

1c2) :r:ea.vv r: ring continres all 
are ,~oJ_,.lllt rily :!.ayin 

round us., German 
do,m ~:teir arms~ 

l r.r 
j:; J ca::s ~ R1ckmers ~ 

s1.~a tc. i;"1o t ell gu rd. 
u.d ,;Jys· .er .• of joint sentry du'ty 

agree and he ·snow in command
cooper ting fully in thiso 
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RES'IRI C~D 

1430 Activity has been heavy all around us all after
noon. 

1708 Fairly quiet for the moment. Col. ordered two 
privates to be put in the guard house cells as 
they are obviously drunk. German guards brought 
liquor into camp. He has issued orders for no 
drinking including the Germans. 

2030 Col. sent F/Lt. Lyons, Sgt. Hanson and Mr. Rick
mers to try contacting our forces in the west and 
report our location. 

2300 Still very active all around us - M.G. fire and 
artillery. 

2400 Still a good deal of firing. Most of the pe:r·- · 
sonnel sleep in shelters. 

28 March 1945 

0630 :B'airly constant gun fire and activity ali night. 

lOL.O :C:- .. Griffin takes wounded Pfc. into We.l,zlnr f~r 
operation. Armored column passing to east of us. 

1200 Lt. Valentine arrives in jeep. Boy, a.re we hap
PY to see a Yank! 

1500 Col. Stark and Capt. Griffin are off to Staif HQ 
with Lt. Valentineo 

1700 Sgt. Hanson and Mr. Riekmers return. There ha 
been heavy firing around us all day. 

1800 G German paratroopers walk into camp and surrender. 
They are locked up. 

1830 Col Stark returns with 3 War News Correspondent~ 
including Belden. 

2400 Things are f irly quiet. 

29 March 1945 

0940 Spot cub plnne landed on play i'ield. 

0945 Dogs were shotu 

lOCO Lt~ Col. Gr?nt of 7t. Armored Division (?) arri ed 
:n j e p arJv:.si ng us of 750 PVvs he had picked up. 

-, · · "bu: '6 PTJs are lousy and half st rved ~Ve ve 
.en.~ ~or them nna will put them up here. 

1200 :7"n_r Pi:,?er Cubs lunded. 

1300 lbj t' McDougall (?) , M dico.l Officer, arrived nd 
v1ill st y th, afternoon in orde to h8lp with 
Limburg PWs. 

- 11 -
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RESTRICTED 

1400 Col. Stark and party go out to recc'y same Ger
man motor equipmente 

1415 Maje Dornseifer gave Col. Stark a list of his 
people who he is anxious to have out of camp as 
they have strong party sympathies and might make 
trouble. Col. Stark turns them over to an In
fan~ry Patrol. They i nclude the following: 
Sgt. Lehmann, Sgt. Hackmann, Cpl. Busch, Cpl. 
Stoeckel and Cpl. Schaaf. 

1420 ~irst lot of distressed PWs arrived and are de
lousvd, bathed and clothed. 

1530 Maj. Teese, PWX-SHAEF executive, arrives with load 
of PV s. 

1745 :;T~ are to be loaded with PWs. They have been ar
!. i ving all PM. 

2130 Finished feeding for night. 400 odd still to be 
deloused. 

30 March 1945 

Work continue thru the day, delousing and feed
ing PNs arriving in camp. Mnj. Teese returns nd 
advises us to expe t 320 Rf from Had:J.mar in the 
orning. This lot d 14 Gcner8l offi-

cers nnd 79 J!" rs. Seven PWs re-
turn from ou ncludi:qg iiJ/Comdr. 
Carl1ng-Kell • . 1nin German per-
sonnel was offlc· ork in the office, 
o kitchen detail, They are 
dealt with thru Maj. Rickm~rs and 
Sgt. Keller. 

Work is going on to prepare for th maximum number 
this camp will hold. Medical officers h~ve ar
riv d nnd are organizing their deportments. They 
hope to start evacu ting the orst cases shortly. 
The Hadamar contingent sta ted a riving at 1100. 

Wit t e ~rriv l of British officers wh outranked him, 
Col St~rk was no longer 0 enior Allied Officer present. 
Major Taus'", of P -:J: -.Sl AE..t~, suggeoted that the stsff re
mo';l ·.n · d 1 v.... j ,.._ r"'- '"' 2o.L.. .• g W expected to arrive i th-

'uv Ne~~sc stay of such lonb h did no4 

-co Uol- S rk ana 3t 0515 in the morning 
I. .: h .... drove 'J.W3Y in a Germ3n car with C:.:>J.. dr • 

. · :3 U. TS, "1nd S/S ~ Leu u heu, P.A,., lea 1 ... 1g 
cr ~t~ G~llc~ H~ pro:ueded by ffiO~or end air 

u)urt to P~ris, _rriv1ng 3 April 1945. 

-XXX:-
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Location 

Strength 

Description 

S TAIAG LUFT 1 

(Air Force Officers) 

stalag Luft 1 was situated at Barth, Germany, 
{54°22' N- 12°42' 30" E), a small town on the 
Baltic sea 23 kilometers northwest of stralsund. 

st·lag tuft 1 s opened in ctober 1942 as a 
British camp, bu hen the Red Cros visited 
the camp in February 1943, two American non
comm·ssioned officers had alr ady arrived. By 
January 1944, 50? American air fore officers 
~ere detained there. The strength of the camp 
grew rapidly from this date until April 1944 
when tl e Red Cross r ported 3, 463 inmat , • Nev~ 

compounds were opened and quickly filled. Nearly 
6,000 PW vere cro~d d into th ... camp in September 
1944, and at the time of the liberation of the 
cam, ?,?1? Americans and 1.42? Br1tons were r
turned t mi . ·tary control. 

Early in 1944 tle camp cons·st d of t compounas 
designated as South and 1, st Compoun s, contain-
in a tctal of seven barrac in v ·ch American 
officors and British officers and enlisted men 
were housed. A new compounu as openeu. the last 
of February 1944 and vvas assigned to the American 
officers who were rapidly increasing in number. 
This compound became orth 1, and the opening of 
.orth 2 compound on 9 september 1944 and orth 3 
compound on 9 December 1944 completed the camp as 
it remained until 15 May 1945. The Soutn Compound 
\~as always unsatisfactory due to he comulete lack 
of a equ t cooking, ·~a ing, and toilet i'acili tie . 
The west Compound, bo ever, provided inside latrin s 
and running water in the barracks North 1 com
pound formerly hous d personnel of th~ Hitler Youth, 
and because of its communal messhall, ins1de la
trines, and running wat r taps, it was considerea 
by far th best compO' nd. Irorth 2 and North 3 Com
po nds were constructed on t e same design as the 
South Compound, and were as unsatisfactory. 

The completion of the last two compounds gave the 
ca~p an L-shape ap aran e , which follow~d the 
natural con tours o the bay on which the camp · as 
situated Guard towers •Jere placed · t strate ic 
intervals, a d although the compn1 nds WGre inter
communicating th gates er~ clo~ed at all imes 
after tht: Spr ing of 1944. Prior to that, e;atus ve 0 

kept op n durin the day. 

Eac barrack contained tripl -tiered ~ood~n beds 
equipped i th mattresst;;S filled wi h \~cod chips. 
A commun • day room was et asid~ in almost ev ry 
barrack, but 0 uipm~n was n gligible. Li L ·n_ 

a inad~qua ~ throuehout thv c mp, and since th 
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Detaining Power required the shutters to rt::main 
closed from 2100 to 0600, ventilation was entirely 
insufficient. 

In addition to the buildings for housing, North 
1 and West Compounds contained 1 kitchen-barrack, 
1 theater room, 1 church room. 1 library, and 1 
study room ~ach. These were used by all compounds 
because no other facilitie were availabl • Hain
tenance of the buildings was completely lacking 
in spite of the fact that the officers volunteered 
to tak care of many of th re airs if furnished 
th necessary equipmvnt. 

stoves for heating and cooking varied in Lach com
pound except that facilities in all compounds w8re 
inad~quate. :~any of the buildings were not W\;ath(.r 
proof, nd t ~xt me y ~oL c imat of orthern 
Ger.many mado living conditions more difficult for 
th P\J. 

U.s. Personnel Major 1vilson p. Ted was the Senior Jun riean Offic r 
until 19 January 1944 when Colonel William A. Hatcher 
arrived and replaced him. Colon~l Jean R· Byerly 
act d as his Exe utive Officer until the opening 
of the North l Compound of whic he became SAO. To
ward th6 last of Februory however, Colonel Hatcher 
prot~sted so strongly to the D taining Power · ov r 
tho poor conditions in the camp that he as sudd~nly 
transferred to Stale Luft 3 leavine Colonel ByE:.rly 
as the S o. At that time the compounds had been run 
as separat~ camps with little coordination botw en 
the compounds. Aft r meetin \ith the senior officers 
of all barracks, it was agreed that the British and 
Americans would b administered separately but wi h 
very close liaison, and that all Americans ould be 
administerbd under a Provisional \ing Headquart~rs 
composed of four American groups. Thi organization 
\as established on 6 April 1944 and r mained so~what 
the same until the liburation. Upon the arrival of 
Colon~l Hubert Zbmke, the Provisional ing was turned 
over to his command. 

Sevural chan es w re madu as the camp ~nlerg~d, but 
for the most part th~ camp administration was corried 
out on a military basis similar to the opcrution of 
an air ba~e. At the tim~ Colonel Byerly turned ov&r 
the coa~and to Colonel Zemku, his staff was as follo s: 

Captain 1 • ~. Zahn Adjutant 
Colon~l c. R. Greening CO, GP. 1 
Colonbl E. A. Malmstrom CO, Gp. 2 
Lt. Col. c. Wilson CO, G . 5 
Lt. Col. F. S. Gebreski CO, Gp. 6 

(Groups 3 and were British Group}. 

Beceuse the odvanc~ of the Russians indicrted on unrly 
lib~ration, Colonel Zemke chan d thv organization to 
an inter-Al iod wing, nominatin Group Copt~in c. T. 
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Weir as chief of staff of th6 organization called 
Provisional Wing x. Group commanders were retained 
and continut::d to be responsib.le for the odministra
t ion, security, discipline and vJelfare of their own 
groups, but more emphasis ·was direct.ed toward staff 
ope r ations in the ovent of liberation. For this 
work, the following staff was appointed and servBd 
until th~ entire camp was evucuated: 

Captain c. T. Weir 
captein H· W. Zahn 
Lt. Col. c. F. McKenna 
Lt. Col. L. c. I.1cCollom 
L t . co 1. J. v. G. vJ i 1 son 
Lt. Col. Lutlwr Richmond 
Lt. Col. B· ~. McKenzie 
Major J. J. FischGr 
lst Lt. J. s. Durckov 
2d Lt. {T· L. Simmons 

Chil;f of Staff 
AdjutEnt 
A-l 
A-2 
A-3 
A-4 
Provost l:Iarshall 
.Judge Advocnte 
Russisn Interpreter 
Fine.nce Offic8r 

Each ·staff officer had several assistants to aid him 
in th~ performcnco of his duties. There nlso existed 
a s~cur~ty orgenization. 

German Personnel The German pvrsonnbl chcngcd fr0~uentl~ during th~ 
existence ot the camp. The officurs, their positions, 
and the dGtes that they served aro listed below. 

com..rnandent: Oberst Sherer sep. 43 to J"an. 45 
Oberst W:::rnstadt jc-n. 45 to Apr. 45 

Adjutent: Hauptmann Tems Scp. 43 to }.Jlor. 44 
Hauptmenn Erbslch Mnr. 44 to June 44 
Major Buchr1rd June 44 to Apr. 45 

Leger Officer w. H8Uptmann Eilers Scp. 43 to Fob. 44 
Hnuptmenn Wolf Feb. 44 to June 44 
Heuptmann von Beck Feb. 44 to act. 44 
Hauptmsnn Luckt Oct. 44 to Jan .. 45 
MBjor Opperman JDn. 45 to Apr. 45 

Leger Officer N.l HnuptmGnn Erbslch Feb. 44 to June 44 
Me.; jor Schroeder June 44 to July 44 
Hnupt.von Stradiot Jul. 44 to Oct. 44 
Hauptmann Probst Oct. 44 to Dec. 44 
Major Steinhower ~c. 44 to Apr. 45 

Lnger Officer N.2 Hejor Sprotte Sep. 44 to Oct. 44 
IAcjor Steinhower Oct. 44 to ])3c. 44 
Hauptmenn Bloom Dec. 44 to Apr. 45 

Lager Officer N.3 Hnuptmunn Probst Dec. · 44 to Apr .. 45 

Of the above listed Germ::;n officers, Mojor Oppermen 
wc:.s the local Nazi lender and instructed the lag6r 
personnel and gunrds on all Nnzi policies. The other 
outstanding members of the Nazi purty were Oberst 
Sherer, Mejor Sprotte, Major von li!iller, Major 
Schroeder, Hr.uptrnenn Erbslch and Hcuptmanu Tems. 

Following the Norrncndy in vas ion the ~;rdent Nazis tried 
to discuss the Nazi policy with the senior offic~rs 
lnd to swey them to the Germ3n viewpoint of th8 war . 
ag8inst the Russians. The Americans, nev0rthcless, did 
not enter into any discussions. 
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Treatment 

Food 

RESlliiCTED 

Prior to April 1944 tre e tmc.nt vms considered fairly 
good. Follovving the; J'..:pril meeting of the Protecting 
Power, hoVJG VE.. r, thE: Gu rm~n c. tti tudo towards PW be
c ame more s evc-re . !\S'I.'J o:::..·dcrs r.;;;gc-~rding e. ir rsids 
we r e j_ esur;,d. by -~~he GE-:'msns. Thesu reQuired 8ll per
sonn0l -r.c h.~ i r.:.s :.do vfo.~n the '' irru:nedi c:. t e viJarningn 
sirur~ ·u-s bl·J\.-'.Jl ..... A;::, e. r e sult , thrG e cases of Germ~:m 
:patt-,..:."L .su~- rds shooting Pt men inside tho camp occurred 
during Ue.y . At the s ame time the comrns nd:::.nt issued 
r e; gulct ions authorizing gu~:: rds to use fire nrrns to 
avenge what the y termed "insults to. Gcrmen honor~' . 
The Germ2n interpretotion of this orde r wn s ex
tremely libe r a l, end more s hooting deve l oped. Oberst 
Scherer also bec r.me more severe i n confining FIN to 
the arrest-lC)ck for minor infractions of Germ:::a1 dis
ciplina ry r c gula-:;ions. He furthe r de ni e d all Red 
Cross foods end pe rsona l parce ls ~s well cs tobGcco 
to PVl undGr go i ng c onf inement in the r-rrsst-lock. 
This restriction wa s proteste d to tL8 Prote cting 
Power without results bec ause the cormn2ndent refus e d 
to forw.;r.rd the correspondence to Svvitze rlr; nd. A 
visit by the Protecting Power in July gave th~ SAO 
the opportunity of bringing these fccts to the repre~ 
sentctive~' attention. Even though th6 co~~2ndont 
was spoken to sev~rbly cbout his most recent viola
tions of the Geneve Convention, it wus not until the 
Protcc t1ng Power informtd the Germ8r. Fore; ign Office 
,Nhich in turn wrote to Oberst Scherer directly thct 
Red Cross end personc:i l p r: rcels vve ro allowed PW in 
the nrrt:;st-lock. 

After Obc-rst vvc.rnstadt becc::ne commc.ndL<nt conditions 
became evtn wor5G. Instructions to thv gur.rds on 
the use of fire a rms wer8 liberBlizE::d, snd on 18 
Mcrch 1945, 2d Lieutencnt E. F. 'Vvynmn \N~s killed 
and e British officer vJ :.s v~ounded during en nir 
ru.id WArning th?.t vw s not heard by 95% of the men 
in the same nrea. Thc- defe:ctive system and the 
ttshoot to kill" order v·vcre responsible for t his 
i ncident. 

Both Oberst WArnstedt and Oberst Scherer were in
clined to ir.flict mnss punishment by restricting 
en entire bc rrAck for one person's infrsction of a 
rule, and severP.l protests to th0 Protecting po·wer 
hcd to be mede about thhse occurrences. Eowevcr, 
li ttlo s otisf ~.ction iN r. s ~r.incd from these protests, 
2nd mass punishments continued to be the genera l 
policy. 

Food wns hnndlcd through n ccntrGl warehouse for 
Red cross p~rcels with Lll German food being prc
pered in snparGte kitchens in each compound. The 
Germr:-. n food v~I:::. s prep.·_, red by personnel hireC. by the 
Germon authorities or by Czechs who hnd been c ap
tured while serving with the Allied forces. Red 
cross ps rctls, v~hen e. v~ilable, vvt.re is su ed qt the 
rate of one pe r person pbr we ek. The di s t r ibution 
of this food D~ s mode b y the b c r :cck b l ocks , b2Ch 
b £rrnck receiving one-third of its tot~l we~kly 
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Heelth 

parcblS three dc.ys e r.;c,ek. All food with the ex
ception of tL; G-8rl:l.on r· tim. w· s prep .... r~o y indi
viduuls n t .... :r ov,.J. roor:s. Only Nortt 1 Compoupd 
used tl1ei:c ~on :u __ ·.l -.i tcl...e.~..1 to combL. t ... e Germc.n 
rctim Lnd L~; ~~. G~"ss ~~rcul items to supply 
complc ~';:... n .. ...~ls. 

The f}(H • t .J~ !' ,"' .. o ... ~l.t- u:..:til :, Octob r 1944 con
sist~a ~r 1~00 , J~10 cPlorius d~il~ per men. The 
r· t-~-- ""' gr .... d::Y .. ll) cut until it contsir:ed only 
800 c·.loTie&. In Sc..pt~robt.:r, October :. .. nd Hovcmber 
194.:'t:, Rt.:c. Cross suppli0s b~:;C"mt. so low ttt.. t tl...ey, 
too~ h~d to bt cut. Du.rin~ this period men \'Jure 
put on half-p~rcels eLch week. A shiprnvnt ·~-:s 

received in Novc:mbor e-nd F·v thGn drvv-~ t ht:: J ormr.l 
p£rcel e8ch week during D8cembcr in r'ddition to 
a ChristmAs percvl. I.~.. Jenur-ry tho prrccl supply 
eg3ir took ~ drop, Lnd thG men rvcoived one-half 
p0rccl per '~e~:;k r.~ld in Ftjbru·· ry o ly one-q'J. ~rt6r 
parcel per week. From 3 HGrch 1945 until the last 
o the month no p·rcsls ~ere dist-ibutt:d, ~'Ld thG 
Germcn r .tio~ detcrior-ted to en uxtont thtt tow~rd 
th end of the month, men b~.,;c&oe so ·we k th'" t m" ny 
would fall do r. hen nttcmpting to g t from th8ir 
beds. ' wer p ........ ccd --round g rbrse 
cc.1s to ving P\~ from o· ting out of 
t e can ck. About 1 April 1945 c 
shipment ~ s rcc i t.! rom Lubt:::ck Vif' S't'Jeden, nnd 
from t· At tlmt.:! until the ev·~cuc.tion th men ob
t~ined suffici • food. 

0 
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burley sou 
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Clothing 

work 

The most sor:i.ous detriment to the he2lth of PW flt 
this camp wns the v~ry poor sanitation. One bnth
house conts.i:::-._ing l·J shc\\1er-hceds represented the 
only f~ctlitics fo~ OVLT 4,000 officers to bothe, 
[llld it '\;4~8 r~ j ,__,(' 1.lSD d <?S u ctelOUS ills :pl2nt for new 
2rri vc.ls a_.· -t cr f:Il/ ou 7,"Jrecks of b ody-c:-awli:ag 
insects. Ecr.Ly in 194:~ 2n f!ddi tion::-1 u3thhouse 
wcs completed which contcined 20 showt:r-hecds. 
Insufficient ~uantitics of w'sh bcsins .nd soap 
made leundering difficult, 8nd no nrrangomcnts 
were mGde to cere for the men's l2undry outside of 
the camp. Bed linen was theoretically chAnged 
once c month, but this poriod -v ns grectly E::xtended 
with the influx of new PW. No facilities existBd 
for the disposal of garbage not cered for by in
cinerctors, and lntrine and wesh droina were so 
unsctisfactory that the nrec:..s around the burracks 
were freQ.uently fl'ooded. 

The climate in the r~gion was GXtreJnely cold, and 
both the number of stoves nnd the amount of fuel 
issued were irsufficient to mnintBin good he~lth. 
Upper ro::rpiratory dise<lscs were n sourc€ of con
cern to the modicel staff, anu this bec2me & greet 
denger when the (',.orm.~.ns requirc.d the shutter·s to 
remain closed during the night. Smell ventilators 
were allowed opez ... but offered insufficient rir 
under the erowd~d conditions. 

The nedicRl stnff of t o British doctors ~nd six 
orderlies vwas too smell. and although addi tion.al 
doctors were requested, it wns not until 1 March 
1945 that nn L . ..rn~r1cnn doctor, Cop to in Wilbur E. 
McKee arrived. Tho st:...ff wr.s considered very 
capoble rmd eooporn·ti ve qt all tim~.-o, but was 
hemp red by he lock of medic~l supplies 8Ud fn
cilities to handle such a lcrge number of patients. 

The Geroons issu0d no clothing to the ~J ot t is 
crunp except 30 sots of Gernr:n coverr:lls B_nd 30 
pc.irs or wooden shoes -ror the kl.tchen help; thE:se 
were obteinud only efter r~pested protests. The 
Red Cross supplied quantities of uniforms and 
blunkt:ts, but the camp expanded so rapidly that 
supplies l\l~re nlweys inadequste until the sum.•ner 
of 1944 ·when a very lnrgc shipment vvss rucei ved 
enabling ~och m~n in camp to h~ve two complete 
unifor.ms and two blnnk~ts. However, in Fubru:ry 
1945 mony of the if'onns had become thr~edbt.re 
and a redistribution of uniforms was mt.de. 

The Gorme.ns also confiscated many crticlcs of 
clothing under tho cluim that those itemo of P~vr
ican uniforms too closely resembled civilian clotl.l.t.JS, 
thus violating the sccu ity regulations of the cPmp. 

All P'v et the camp were oi thwr officers or non-co:n
mission~d officvrs, ·nd ~lthough mnny of the NCO s 
cemc to the crmp t.s volunteers for work in a nsuncr
visor~ cnpncity, they refusou to wok upon err";in 
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Morale 

at the c<~ end leernin ~ thnt the work W" s ectu~lly 
orderly duty. British and funvrican privates were 
promistd f'or these duties but never :::-rrived. 

The rete or pay \ves ID1 ? • 50 for the officers. Money 
was turned over to the Finance Officer vJho in turn 
made available to each officer sufficient ~ounts to 
take C<re of po ta e end toilet articles. The unused 
portion wes made a part of the commun"l fund or the 
enlisted men. 

All incoming mail at Stal g L ft 1 was cBnsored t 
stalag Luft 3 until January 1945. some pieces of 
moil r ceived at the comp had been in trnhsit six 
end seven months, ond normally m n would be in the 
cawp seven months bufor~ receiving their first news 
from home. The :.veroge time in trrnsit from the 
United Stat~s w~s 19 weeks. Towa~d the ond of the 

ur, the transit time wcs longer due to the truns
portation tie-up. 

~rett difficulty L exporiencca in getting letter 
end cnrd fo s in sutfi cient quanti ties to l1uve 
the normul ration issue e~.ch month. On s veral 
occ sions none <s uvnilcble even th ugh the com
mandant wes informed thct stocks v~ere low ~ nc:l thet 
udcli tion[..l supplies shoul be r8q isi tim1ed. 

Officers were p~rmitt~d to send three letters and 
rour postc~ros per month, while tho enlisted men 
were ellovJed to send two letters und four postcard 
per month. 

The r.1orele of men wns partie lerl good after the 
Julie G. inv1~sion of tho continent, nnd remained high 
until the stervotion period during which ti1oo thbre 
w~s a definite decline. N roelly speaking, however, 
the morul& wes at all times ood. 

Representatives o the International Red cross 
visiteu the camp npproximctely every four months, 
sm times ot the same time thnt the represcutntiv 
o tl Protecting Power r.1ade insp ction trips. 
Every atttn, pt wa nnde by t use represent(... ti ves to 
keep anple supplio of food p reels and clothing 
issues t'lmving in to the cc:mp, ana. the shortcges of 
supplios wer~ bl~~ed on leek of cooperLt'on of th 
Cornel:. dent of the c, .mp oF the bogging down of trnns
portLtion f3cili ies. The oteoting Power repre 
entotiv~s did 110 seem to bring sufficient pressure 

to beer on the Germe ~ off'ic iols to · mprove the c p 
conditions in t earlier stuges, but after t e Sprin 
of 1944 i~provements would be n t~a afte th se visit • 
The Prot8ctin Po t.r deleg tes prorlptly turnecl over to 
the IRCC and th 'YMCA. ~11 of th€; requisitions for sup
plies £nu equipmont. Th se 8genci~a were equally 
prompt in filling the oraers. Th~ TI~C rGpr senta
tive went to the c np very 3 to 4 month cna ar engeu 
or supplies o <thlctic ~uipmont, books, musical 
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Roligion 

Recrention 

"'Li er·.ti~n 

~nstrur.1-.-n ts, thb . t:c lc · 1 s p:pliE..,s · s ·.H~ll .... s tele
gr ns to ,.r::e n - t .J. .... kin. hi3 visits v E:.::rt; consid

rbc.. V ry r ~.u L OltJ · S .. ~orc..le builC!.ers. 

protcotr n1i survic6s v~t;;rc hula from the tim .... th8 cc..mp 
wRs op8ncd., but it \IJ~s t-ight months beforu 2 Crthol'c 
prh:st wLs obtt.incc for men of tr..·.t f"3i th. As the 
strength of the ccnp incrcosod the Gernans obtrincd 
edGitionel clergymen until th~r~ werb three c·tholic 

nd three Protestant ch?pl~ins. Unfortun~tuly onl 
two of the compounu.s offered s--tisfrctory frcilities 
for holuing church s6rvices, ~nd rc~uosts for other 
conpound to us~ the ccnr.mn~l ~css hnll in North 1 
compouna w rc rf...,fu~ed. OutCoor survic~s wcrv bulL 
when \JE:J thur pt,;rmi tted. 

Qutuoor recr0c.tion WC!s h.-np~re::C throu h lrck of 
sufficiE:.nt sports rounds. Only W"'st r;nc... North 1 
Corapoun s wer there full-size<. footboll .. nc. bc~~8-
bull fielus, bilL 8lthough te~ns frou oth~r com ounus 
vJer p rrai ttcC to uso 'thi~ fielu. for conpeti ti T 

spots, spectrtors \oro oxcluueu. E C8llent sports 
e4_uip.r.J.Ollt Wr.S L.,.,mil--•blE: thro ghout the CW~p, r ... O CV r, 
~ nu. the ncr ... in th£ other CO!' pouric.:.s 1. :...n.. a to L. pro
vis~ rncs suit .... blc tv the 1' it-.;l. spree. 

The t ~o bcnus f'vr~.lt..C.. .t the c·· .1p offur L. ~;;.;Xtfe1 ely 
goo t:.ntertai!ID£:1 t r_.n· pr vL ... o c.. •. 1:sic for the tricr-:1 
pro<....uctions vvhich v~cre frcqu~ntly gi vt:n. 1 .. rLl....io 
w8s ruc~::i v · through the YLCl .. , but the cxtr~ lou<:.t.
speakurs oru n t ptarmi tt {... iL bc...rrecks by tho DG·· 
tniniLg Pu'\1-Jt::r. 

An E:.<..ucrtional progrm. wrs st .rt~u. e· rly in l9tx4. 
"hhen the. c':':lLP bee~ ..• '"' ovurcrov~C:(;.:c., t , COr.lLUU[.l rooos 
c· . .: to be ·--crific~d for living qucrters' 5roup study 
vLs no len e1 .. possible. Tcchnicr 1 b oks of rll kin\...S 
we_u 'vail·.ble in the well-stockeC. librerios for 
indiviaual study. 

J~u1y of the ~n ith P.rtistic telent s £nt their tine 
in crertive work, such ns ~ooG-c· rving, pointin , 
,r'"'vving, fln, .. constructing nodels. Tr .. o Rt;..cr .... tion 
Officur collected oll of these itE..,rr~ for post-wrr 
tJXhibi t since .. n unuaur.l Cl. ount of t· lu t w: s .pp--r
ent in tho results. 

On 30 t~ril 1940 the SAO hfG sover2l codferonccs with 
tho Co ... L':1r'1ll(~ :nt, who hn<.l ordt;;rs to nove.. the c"'mp to 
prevent it fron fcllin into the hcnLs of th~ Russicns. 
Th Sl 0 t teu. P'v~ woulG not move unle..s s force ~c.s us~<l, 
· ~ the com.r:1 n l nt fin· lly ~ grctlc. to .. vvi . blooc..shcc.. .. 
• t about 2200 thrt ov8ning, the gu res turne~ out 
thEJ purimstur nu stre~t lights. J',. ft_;W moments l.t(..r 
these sru-ne gu r s 'ero obsbrved mcrehin., out of the 
c p lL .. vin .Le g~.t~:; unlocked. J.s soon "S this net"Js 
\>.JLS con··cyt-L to the, S.h.O, he formally took over t 1u 
camp. The foll \ving orning the PW r:ili t ry pol1c~ 
of the ce:1p were put in churge of :.11 ere.. stations 

- 20 -

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority V W D 7 ~ (JQ 6 3 



Evncustion 

to sGe th1t tho men rcmaincu orc..erly ond stcyeu. 
in the cc.np. J~nothcr orgD.nizc. tion VJCJS fvrned to 
serve ~s. uxtdrior gu<.rC.s to prevent wanc...e:.ring 
parties of Gcr .. 18IlS from conirJ.g irj_to the camp. 
On 1 May 194:5 cor ... t· c-: pccti s were s~nt out to 
make c0nt·1ct 1' i th :'U9si-:.n ..c~v .nee troops. l..fter 
tvK> or ttr .... v CL· ys of h· ving Russi::m cornmnnC:ers 
of scouti g pLrti~s visit the cr.mp, thG Russian 
conr..1<:"1nc..tJr of tho 2re was finally re ached, anti 
;.:rrenge::ments 'ere mec't: to provide food for the 
P'l. 

4~1 though tho actual liberation vvr:s pt..rformE::G by 
the RussiLns, no effort WLS mrce by them to eV[CU
a t8 the PW from the nrc::;. On 6 lvl' .y 1945, Colont::l 
Byt:rly, the forraer 's.t .. o loft cnmp with two offic8rs 
of a British nir"borne Cli vision end flcvJ to Englc..nd 
the following c~uy. 1 fter reportin{l to 8th 1. ir 
Force h~ec~uartcrs vn the con~itions r.t the cenp, 
8r rnngements v~ere nt..G.c to evncurte the libcr<.:: tee:. 
PW by c:ir . This o urution was comple-tec.. on 15 
Muy 1945. 

-X X X-
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Locotion 

Str8ngth 

Description 

STALl G LUFT 3 

(Air Forc5 Officers) 

Until 2? Janunry 1945, Stalag Luft 3 was situcted 
in the Prov1nce of Silbsi?., 90 miles southeast of 
Berlin, in o stand of fir tre s south of Sa~en 
{51 °35' Nort l~ti tudu - 15°19 '30" E·.st longi tud ':>) • 

In the JaJ.Luery exodus, the South Compound. atlG Center 
dompounu. m.ovt.u to St2leg ?A, Moosburg ( 48°27' .rTortL 
1atituct~ - 11°57' E:::st 1ongitud~). The West Compound 
and North compoui c: .:!lOved to St.1l~g 13D, .~.~urnbcrg
LLngwosser (49°27' North latituuo - 11°50' EJst 
longituue) anG. tten proco oeCl to Moosburg, arriving 
20 April 1945. 

on 14 ~:..pri1 1942 Lt. (j.g.) John E. Dunn, 0-654~, 
u. s • .~.;rvy, v .. Ls shot <lmvn by thb G~:..:rmc.ns ~Jnd. sub
sequently b6C£.ffie the first lmt.ricr.n flyer to be 
confin~..-u in St<-lcg Luft 3, then solely o prisor
camp for officer P1'J of tho Roy .1 ur Force. By 
15 Jun .. l94i4, u. s. ~ .. ir Force officers in C[.:rop 
numbe;.rt;;<i 3,242, r.nci. P--t the timE. of t e svt.cu'"'tion 
in J·:nuGry 1945, tho Inter:r:etionel Reu Cross 
lis t0c... th~ Ameri cen s trcngt_.L us 6, 844. This wc:s tLe 
lrrgcst J~~ericcn officers' camp in Germany. 

\Jhcn the first . Americans rlrrivod in 1942. the; cr..mp 
consistec.. of two compounds or enclosurE-s, Ollt; for 

.. ~ offict.;rs enf:A one for Ril.F NCOs. ThE- r. pia in
cre<:se in strengtl .. forced tho rrermans to builo. four 
more compounCs, with USfJ$ pcrsonr.el tski g ovor 
the cent r, So,~th, ";est r1 d sbPring tht. North Com
pound v~i th the British. ./ .. d joinin~ "'~~c ..... comuouna 
the Germ~ns construct~d ott~ r ~nclosur6s callLcL 
"vorl<..gersn in ·which most of the camp businvss wns 
tre.nsrcted end which hclC. such offices ·1s supply, 
C~l!linistr·:;tion c .LJ.G lc n ry. 

Ench compour.C. enclose<... 15 one-story, woouE:.n bnrrPcks 
or "blocks". These, in turn, ·w8rt.. c'i ~iu8a into lb 
roans raig·ng in size from 24 feet by 15 fLot to 
14 fc~t by six feet. Occupnnts slLpt in uoubl~
uockcr bunks ~n~ for ~vury thrvc or four m n the 
G~rm·ns provi~~..-d simple ~oodc1 tcbl~s, bcnchts 
~n~ stools. O~l; room, c~uipp~c... v ith a cooking ronge, 
sorveu. ~.s '"" ki tc 1~n. 1 10ther, ;,vi tt. six porcclr: ir 
bt...Sl:Cs, W' s the ,~_.shroo.r:J.. h. ti i ru, v~i tl. on<:. urinal 
cna t~o comma~ s, west .. ~ lLtrint. 

A ''Block'• c;oulc... l... use; 82 men co1afort~ ble, but with 
the ~ro~.t~l L. ... ~u.."'llbvrs of P\v, rooms Ut...signbc. for 
~..-ir;ht n:...,rA :.H.:gan OJ.tilr ... g 10 8::.1<.;. tht..n 12' r nc... the 

ic. l · of St:ptt:mbur 1944 saw lluw Pi.. moving into 
t8:cts outsic...t.. th~ bLrrLcks. 

Tw0 br-~rbec. wirt..: fcncvs 10 ft:.ct high ·n:... five fE..et 
"'psrt urrounc...vu. nell compounr~. I but"Wct:n thu~ 
lay t ng1cd b<~rboL. wir"' concertincs. Pare llcling 
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the bPrbed wire r.. d 25 foot insiC.e the fence ran 
c ... ''w~rn I.l.g wi c; '

1 •• -.:;run on 30-inch wooaen posts. 
The zone bot-.J.::L.n tr_ .... -.~ ... r ..... ing wire an~ the fence 
was forb:.c.c..on t(.;.rri tory, entrance to which wc:·s 
punis .... &o_e by suacen cier.th. 

At tle corners of t~e compounu end 
intcr¥als round its perimeter rose 
vvooc.en guflrd to·vvers holcting Gt:rm'lns 
rifles or m·.~chine guns. 

t 50-yaru. 
40-foot 
crmec. with 

u.s. Personnel ~t. Col. 1~ ert P. ClLrk, Jr., c~ptui~u un DG 
July 1942, bec~1rne the first ... f.nior !Jllericcn 
Officer, a position he hela until the arrival 
of col. Charles G. Gooc~rich some two months 
later. The enforce c. seclusion of in .i vidu£.1 
compounds ne~e~s1~·t~~ th~ orgpnizotion of ecch 
as an inu.ependent PvJ camp. J~t the t1.me of the 
move ron Sagan, camp lea~ers were os follows: 

Senior Alli~d Officer 

S.i;.Q South compounu 
SAO Center Compout~ 
SAO West Cumpouna 
SAO North Compound 

Briguc..ier Gon~ral 
Arthur V . Vane.mun 
Col. Charles G. Go C~.rich 

Col. De~or T. Spivey 
Col. l)Lrr H. ~ .. lkire 
Lt. Col. Euwin A. Bland 

The st· ff o! e. compounu \V s org~Jnize~ into two 
cotogorics: 

Main staff Dupts. Soc nuery stnff Dcpts. 
a. ! C:jutant '-'• 

11Aail 
b. German property b. 1/Iet.ical 
c. Gcrmc--.:1 rations c. oal 
d. Reel Cross foou d. Finance 
e. Red Cross clothin e. Can tee. 
. E uc&tior & Recreation f. Orderlies, etc . 

TLe basic unit for organization w~s the bcrruck 
builuing or block. Block steffs were orgrniz d to 
include th same functions as the Compounc Steff, 
nnd the blocks themselves were sub-uiviGe~ into 
squads of 10 men e2c~ . 

Each compounu heu. <;.< l~ighly rganizbu Sec ~ i ty 
C ornrn.i t tee • 

German Personnel The ori in l con~anuant of st~log Luft 3 w~s 
Ob rst von LinCoiicr, an olu-school tristocr~t 
~ith som 40 yeo.rs of army survice. C0urt~o s 
one. co si<lc.rate c... t first sight, he 11 • s incline L 

to fits of uncontrolle~ r· e. Upon onu occvsio_ 
he personnlly threatene~ a PW with a pistol. He 
N~s, howevor, more receptive to ~J ru~uests tha1 
any otht:..r com.r:1'"'nJ.arJ.t • 

.t.fter th British mess oscap of Mcrch 1944, Oberst 
von Linucinor lhflS rvplcC(..(. by OberstleutnL .. t Cor s, 
who he~ bLLn . P1 i. ~orld wcr I. ~ short whil8 
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Treatment 

later Cordes was succeeded by Oberst Braune, 
direct and business-like. stricter than his 
predecessors, he aisplayed less sympathy to-

ard PW requests. Nevertheless, he was able 
to stop misunderstandings su h as the one re
sulting in guards shooting into the compounds. 
In general 9 commandants tended to temporize 
when dealing with PN, or else to avoid grant
ing their requests entirely. 

Most disliked by PW were the Ab ehr or Security 
officers - Hauptmann Breuli and his su~cessor 
Major Kircher. 

The Luftwaffe guards were fourth rate t oops -
either peasants too old for combat duty or young 
men convalescing after long tours of duty or 
wounds received at the front. They had almost 
no contact w·th PW. In addition to uniformed 
sentries, oldiers in fatigues were employed 
by the Germans to scout the interiors of the 
compounds. These "ferrets" hid under barracks, 
listened to conversati ns, looked for tunnels 
end made themselves enerally obnoxious to the 
PW. The German complement totaled 800. 

Occasionally, as after the 1 arch 1944 mess 
escape, Gestapo groups descended uuon the camp 
for a long, thorough search. 

Because of their status as officers and the fact 
that tht:ir guara.s ere Luftwaffe personnel, the 
men at Stalag Luft 3 were accorded treatment 
better than that granted other PW in Germany. 
Generally, their captors ere correct in their 
adherence to many of the t~nets of the Geneva 
Convention. Friction between captor and captive 
was constant and inevitable, nev6rtheless, and 
the strife i~ well illustrated by the follo~ing 
exampltJ. 

On 2? Barch 1944 the Germans instituted an e tra 
app 1 (roll call) to occur any time between the 
regular mornin and evunin formations. Annoyed 
by an indignity which they consider~d unnecessary, 
PW fought th mea ure with a passive r sistance. 
They mill d about, smoked, failed to stand at 
attention and mad~ it impossible for the la er 
officbr to take a count. Soon th~y wer~ di;missed. 
Later in the day nothor appel ~as called. This 
time the aroa was lined with German soldi8r hold
ing rifl~s and machine guns in readiness to fire. 
Discrc~tly, ~V allowed the appel to proc~ed in an 
orderly fasn·on. A few days later, n~v~rthel s , 
probably as are ult of this deliberate prot,st 
against German policy, the un]ont&d xtra appel 
was discontinued. 

Since tho mur Gr of 50 RAF flyers has bG n attri
but~d to the GLstapo, acts of atrocious mistreat t 
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Food 

involving t1e regular stalag Luft 3 guard com~lG
ment may b~ a rOv§d ·o~n toto. 

About 2200 hours, 29 Dccomb8r 1943, uard fired 
a numbur of snots into on~ barrack ithout excuse 
or apparent purpose. One bullet passed through 
the window and seriously wounded the left leg o£ 
Lt. Col. John D. Stevenson. Althoug~ Col. Steven
son spent the next six months in hospitals, the 
wo nd has left him somewhat crippled. 

About 1230 hours, 9 April 1944, durin an air raid 
by American bombers, Cpl. Cline c. Miles was stand
ing in the cookhouse doorway. He as facing the 
interior. \\i thout war ing a guard fired at na man" 
standing in the doorway. The bullet enter d the 
right shoulderof Cpl. Miles and came out throu h 
his mouth, killin h"m instantly. 

German rations, instead of being the equivalent 
of t os8 furnished depot troop , compared .. i th 
those roc ived by non-working civilians - the 
lowest in Germany. Vfuile insufficient, these 
foods provided the bulk of staples, mainly throu .~. 

bread and pot&toes. A s averag8 daily issuu of 
foods, with caloric content included, allows: 

Type of food Grams c~lories 

Potatoes 390 331 
Bread 350 910 
.1eat 11 20 
Barl~y, OC:Jts, Etc. 21 ?8 
Kohlrabi 247 8? 
Dried Veg table 14 38 
llargarine 31 268 
Ch06Se 10 2? 
Jam 25 69 
Sugar 25 100 
TOTALS 1:24 1928 

A conservativ~ cstimat ot th~ caloric r ~uircm~nt 
of a person sl eping nine hours a d~ and takin 
very little ~ crcisu is 2,150 calories. German 
rations, th~rcfore, fell belov tho minimum roquir -
m£nt for h~althy nutrition. 

Food came from four other sources: cd cross parcels, 
private parcels, occasional canteen purchases and 
ardens. Of th& R·d Cross parcels, after thL; sprig 
f 943, 40% \~ere American, 25% Bri tis , 25% Canadien 

and 10% miscellaneous such as Ne~ z~aland p reels, 
Christmas parc~ls and bul' issut from tho British 
colony in Argentina. T.hese were apportioned at th8 
rtit(, of one pbr man per · ~k durin porious of nor
mal supnly. If th~ ~nt€ national e cross at 
Gc:n va fE.l t th<::1t transportation difficulties vvould 
p ev~nt th~ usual doliv~rr, it would notify the camp 
p rcbl offic~r to limit t1 issu to on~-half parcel 
per l' n Pt.r \'0tik. Sue a si tuatio res~ in Sept 
bt., 1944 Whtn all St· lag Luft 3 1Cnt on alf parcels. 
Avcreg~ con w ts of .AmericLn and Brit'sh parce s 
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Vv6rc:- as follows: 

Am· .... rican B~itish -----· 
yood t'lbight Fooo. ·~:c i@'Jlt 

_( Oz_:l _J_ Q~ '.!.. 

Spam 12 Meat Roll 10 
Gornl;.d Buef 12 stmJ 12 
Salmon 8 Cheese 4 
Cheese 8 Dried Fruit 6 
Dried Fruit 16 Biscuits 10 
Biscuits ? Condensed M" lk 14 
K1L 16 Hargarine 8 
Morgarlnt 16 Tea 2 
Soluble 4 Sugar 4 
Sugar 8 Cocoa 6 
orange Pov der 4 Jam 10 
Liver paste 6 Powder~d Eggs 2 
Chocolate 4 Chocolate 4 

Vegetables 8 

Since the kitchen equipment of 10 boilers and 
two ovens per compound wns obviously inade({ ate, 
almost all food vas prepared by thu var ous room 
messes in the blocks. These mL.sses obtain~d from 
the kitchen only hot vatur an , four times a week, 
hot soup. Cooking ~ithin th~ block Wbs perfona~d 
on a range Jhose heating surf~ce was three sQuare 
feet. During ·winter months, P~l were able to use 
the heuting stoves in their rooms as well. With 
few exceptions, each room messed by itself. All 
food was pooled, and room cooks were r spons·bltJ 
for serving it in dlgestibl~ and app~tizing, if 
pos iblu, fo~. Since th0 stove schedule provided 
for cooking perious . from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m., some 
rooms atetheir main meal in mid-afternoon, while 
others uined feshionably 1cte. Be1ov~ is a typical 
day's menu: 

Breakfast - 9 a.m. 
Two slices of G0rman bread with spre~d 
Coffee (soluble) or tee 

Lunch - noon 
Soup (on alt~rnote days) 
Slice of German br8ad 
Coffee or tt:a 

Supper - 5:30 p.m. 
Potatoes 
One-+-hird can of meat 
Vcgvtables (twico a week) 

lieu of Gernan bread 
Coffeo or te8 

Evening sn~ck - 10 p.m. 
~sdert (~ie. ~eke, etc.) 
C ::fuc o_ cocoa 

6 -

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority r/ W D 7 ~ (){] 6 3 



Heal t.h 

TRICTED 

A uniqu(; P\r est3 Jisr.:ro.cnt v~8s Foodacco whose chief 
function 11as ~o pr')v).de Pl;J vJi thamE;a!is of ex-
change Gnd r: ;-:;7.31;l'.:l bc..rter rnsr.Kct v,her(:, for xc..mple, 
coco~ coulu be s1 ·appt-d for cir:c:t's. Profi "GS ar;..sing 
fron. a t·t:vo p...,:r., CE..."'lt cof"'..mi._,sion charg ..... o._ e..:u. trans
actions wc..s \.~Yt.... .. j t .... a to a corumuna.t cump 'l...:;td. 

D(..Spi tc confi r1 :>m'""n-t; ~ c ~o-.'vdin:';, lecl: of medic8l sup
pliss and. ;o0r s~:.mi ~· X'J "'\.r. :.11 ties, h~.:-al th of p1~! 

vvas astc~ i..:.ibj .. .J.o_y €;'-lu. 

For tJ.' ~ . ·: ::.J. ai:.men~.is, the cor.1pounds !!illintained a 
fi1 s1i .... 1d roor:1. More serious ccses 1Nere sent to 
one o:' thv t-r.Jo sick y_uartc:rs \Ji thin the. ccmp. 
S1ck ~u~rt rs for the south Compound originally 
consisted of a smoll building with 24 beds, a 
staff of three RJ doctors and some PW orderlies. 
This also serve thc . North and rest compounds. 
The Center Compound hBd its own disp nsary nnd 
two PW doctors. On 1 June 1944, the three-com
pound s'ck ~uarters was replaced by a new 
building with 60 beds. 

The Germ"ns furnished very few medical supplie$. 
As a result, P~l depended almost wholly on th~ 
Red cross. Lnrge shipments of supplies, includin 
much-needed sulfa drugs, began to arrive in the 
eutumn of 1944. W wer~ also glad to receive a 
small fluoroscope and thermometers. 

Most common of the minol' illncss~;;s ~~Vere colds, 
sore throLts, influenza, food poisoning nd skin 
diseasE:..s. 'l,r]ht;n a Pt~ needed an X-ray or the .... t
tentions of a specialist, he was ~:;x"·mined by e 
Germt..l doctor. It usually took months t obtain 
tlese speciel uttentions. ccses re~uiring 
surgery VJ rb &nt to one of the English hospitals, 
as a rule Lw~sdorf or ObermLssfeld. Em~rge..ncy 

cases unt to , Frunch hospital nt Stalag 8C, one 
mile distant . 

.Dent~ .. l c:...rE- for the rorth, 1tJSt t:.nd SOUth Compounds 
w~s pro id d by n British aentist nnd an Amari con 
d~·tul otUdbnt. In 14 months, they guve 1,400 
treutm nts to 308 P\v from tr.~.e south Compo 1na alonE::. 

sanit·1tion was oor. Although PW received R quic .. 
dclousin upon entry into the cnmp, they were 
plagued by bedbugs end other per sitos. Since 
there wos no plumbing, both indoor ... nd outdoor 
lotri cs added to thG s~nitntion problem in summer. 
P1 suc~c~sfuL~y fou~tt fli8s by scruboing eborts 
d,lly, co~structing fly traps ~nd screening latrines 
with cr .. at~ ·uurlc::p in liuu of wirtJ m8sh. 

B£tl,~.ing frcilitiGs wc..rc extremely limit d. In 
th ory the Gt....rm n s mJGr l:ouscs could provide e"'ch 
m~n ith n thr~o-minuto hot showEJr weekly. In 

hoJev r, conditjons v~riud from compound to 
mpouna ~n if a R missed the opportunity to 

· kc c hot s~Jowcrhc. rc.sort d o e spOU.<lt;., b<.: th with 
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Clothing 

water he had heatBd himsc~f - the only other hot 
wcter avail~ble the year around. 

In 1943, G8rmany still is&u~a booty clo~hing of 
French, Belgian or. J!.ngl~s .. .l derivation to PW. This 
·practice soon ce~s~d, making hath B~itons end 
Americans comp etcly d p ndent on clothing rE.;
ceived from the Red Gross. An exception to tho 
rule '~as nad6 in thf.7 VJinter of 1943 when the camp 
authorities obtEined 400 old Fr~nch ovcrcoLts .from 
Anglo- ~ericen PW. 

Gradu£-lly, AmE-ricrns were cblo to replecc th(:;ir 
RAF type unj.for"ls i th GI enlisted men's uniforms, 
which proved extr~~vly s~rvicGrblc. Whon stock 
of clothing psrmi tted, e •ch PVl w~s mai!lt ined with 
the following wardrobe: 

1 Ov rcort 
1 Blous~ (Jncket) 
2 Shirts, \.ool or Cotton 
l Pr. 'ool Trousers 
2 Pr . Winter Undcrwc3r 
2 Pr. Socks 
l Pr. Gloves 
1 Sweotcr 
1 Pr. High Shoos 
1 B~lt or S spenders 
1 Cep 
4 n·nd~rchl.efs 
1 Blank8t ( edded to 2 Germ::.n bl· r1kets) 

Offic~;;rs vere never r~quired to ·work. To :.su the 
situ~tion in ctmp, hm~vbr, they tssumed .~ny hous~
keeping chor~s such fis sLoe re:;pei:ring, distributing 
food, scrubbing their own rooms end pt;rforming 
gcnurnl r0p<--ir "~uo:rk on b .~rr'lcks. 

Other chores wGre carr'ed out by u group of 100 
Am rice . .1 orderli s wbost- work w~ s c t to ,. minim m 
tnd whose ~xistenc~ officers tried to m~k~ ~ eom
fort~ble os possiblb under the eire mstLnc s. 

The monthly p· .~ sc . ...:lc of effie~ s i-4 Gorm::ny wrs 
c s follows: 

/o ·~nd 2d Lt . 72 Roiehsr.wrks 
1st Lt. 81 ,, 

Crpt. 96 tt 

.. ~ ... ior 108 n 

Lt. c 120 
,_,ol. 150 ,, 

An1eric~ o dhLr~d ~loswly to the finAnc· 1 policy 
ori ·n te-d by th Bri ish in 1940-42 . No money 
W'.s h"ndlod . y lndi vidut.l o f · Ct..:rs but wos plcccd 
by thb c:o nts offic0r i to individuel ccounts of 
e· ch · ftcr c. ::uff c ·.ent deduction hLld (.;Cn r.r d to 
n~ct the fin-nci~l neuds of tho c~~p . Th~se dcduc
tlonu, rot to cxcevd bO% of cny offic~r's P~Y, too 
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c L.r~ of lcundry, letter forms, <-.. irmJil pos tc:gt, 
Gntertc.inm nts, escape dc. . .mar,L-s ... !ld fund£! trnns
~itted monthly to the NCO c~mps, which received 
no pay until Ju~y 1944. 

Officers ut ~talog LUft l con'triJutod 3~% of thuit 
pay to the corru.nu!l·.l f.1r a, ~ l.:.d tt~;.; cl ... t..;l:'t: nolicy 
W'-. S epprOV0d by thu VJ' r . .;C purtmul1~ .n 7.4 0\!tober 
1943. Since. the Brit.i.sh GOVt,rnm nt l.ln::!..i.K the U.S.A., 
deducted PlJ pay from army pt.y, Americans volunteered 
to ccrry out all centEen purch~sus 'ith the1r O\n 
funds, but to m~intaiu joint British-~nericPn dis
tribution just as before. 

Beceusu of the sudden evacu3tion from sa an, Julied 
PW h!Od no time to meet vd th GormBn. finc:nce r.uthor
ities end reconcile outstanding Reiehsmark bf'lc.nces. 
The amount due the u.s.A. a1on from the Gurmcn 
Government totc..ls 2,984.932.?5 Reichsmarks. 

MPil from hom- or sweetheart t~as the life- lood or 
Pill. Incomin mbil wns norr:telly rccGi ved six d;:oys 
a week, ·without limit uS to number Of letters or 
nuober of sh8ets p~r letter. (Ger~n objected only 
to V-mail forms.) Incomin~ letters could travel 
postngt: free • but those clipper-posted .tl'·de r cord 
time. Correspondence could be c&rried on with 
pri vc.. tc persons in any country outside of Gerw:.ny; 
Alli~;;d, neutrel or ene.oy. Within G rm~ny corres
ponuence wi h next-of-kin only was p·rmittea. A 
PW could writ one letter per month to n~xt-of-kin 
in another PW camp or int~rnces• cnmp. 

SCXJT'"rt ca·JPOUND INC<lUNG I1AIL 

~ Letters Per Capito Age. ---
Sep 4:3 3,190 3 11 weeks 
oct 4Z 5,392 5 10 " Nov 43 9;125 9 10 It 

Ike 43 24,0?6 24 8 
Jan 44 ?,680 ? 12 tt 

Feb 10,?65 9 12 tt 

Ucr 44 11,693 10 12 " Apr 44 16,355 1 12 
ay lo,l62 13 13 tt 

Jun 4 13,558 11 l4 " J\ll 44 26,4 0 20 1 .. 
J.ug 44 14,264 11 15 
s p 4 10,27? 8 16 n 

The trevel time reverted to 11-12 vwoeks in the autumn 
ot 1944, with --;irmail letters soBctimes recciJ.ing e~p 
in tour to six wcels. Al mcil to Luftwqffe-hcld PW 
~as censor d 1n gDn by n steff of GermE~n civili n 
men and ·moen • 

outgoin r1!1il wns limited, t-xccpt for spe;aie corr~s
pondence, to three l6tt r forms and four earda p r 
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Mor::,;.le 

P\'1 per month. Officers nbove tht; rc>nk of mujor 
dr6 w six l~tters and four cnras while bnlist_d 
men recei vud tvJO lt:;tttr ..:.or.:ns end four cbrds. 
protected persom1t~ rt.cei v d coublt:_, a:::..loti .. ents. 
P\~ psid for tht.ss coxT...-spondl;jnce form~ and for 
airmoi1 :postagG es wull. 

JOU'Y.rl COU20U1JD O"JTGOI~~G i ~~~ ~-

I1onth Letters _2~~~~~_2.-.:_1_ l"U1Is 

Sop 43 3,852 924.6 
Oct 43 6,?11 24:94.60 
Nov 43 ? ,?81 2866.66 
Dec 43 ?,868 2968.00 
Jon 44 7,811 2915.30 
Feb 44 ?,968 2907.10 
M~r 44 7,916 3095.80 
Apr 44 8,460 3154.90 
~~ay 44 8,327 3050.20 
Jun 44 10,189 3789.60 
Aug 44 8,780 3366.50 
Sop 44 8,?7? 3288.30 

Ecch 60 duys, n PJP s nuxt-of-kin could m ... il him 
a pri vLte porcel cont·~ining clothing, food bUd 

other items not forbidden by Germen or u.s. Gov
ernment rugu1·.tions. These p·.:~rcels, too, \AJLre 
thoroughly excmin~d by ~r~·n c~nsors. 

Moro1e.: wos cxceptiono.lly high. PvJ nt..ve:,r c1lowed 
ther.1sel ves to doubt :.Jn cventu(..l Allied victory 
and their spirits soGr~d at news of tho EuropoLn 
inv::si on. Cases of demorclizc-J tion vJerc indi vidu£1 
ce.used for the post p~rt by ruportJ of i4fidelities 
omong ·wi vt:.s or swe~the~rts, or lJck of raail, or 
letters 111 VJhich pt:.op1e failE::d completely to com
prehend Pli~ 's predicament. Cor:1pound officers suc-
c- ed.ea. in keeping tl~eir charges busy either physicslly 
or mE-ntal.ly c nd in mc.intc~ining discipline. The 
contil .. ual t..rri vel of new P\~ wi h news of home ~nd 
the ~ir forc0 alsv help~d to cheer older il~~ates. 

The value of tht:: Protecting Po\J r in enrorcing the 
provisions of tl1e GLne;vo Convvntion lay principally 
in th8 pressure they vvere f'blo to brit g to beur. 
Although they >-:.Light hcve agreed with the 11 point 
of view, they hRd no me~ns of enforcin their 
demqnds upon the Germrns, '\vho followed the Genevs 
canvention only insorar Gs its provis·ons coinci ed 
with their policies. But the ~ere exist~nce of 

Proteeti~g Power, a third pnrty, hud its beneficial 
effect on German policy. 

Direct interview w~s the nly sa · f ctory trcffic 
with h Protecting Power. Lett rs usu~lly re
quired six montrs for answer - if eny ~nswer WL 
received. The sequence of events at B routine visit 
of Protecting P rc_r~scntRtives was as follows: 
Granting by th G<:.rmGn or a fevv concc;ssions just 
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Religion 

Recreation 

prior to the visit; excust.::s given by the . GerrnGns 
to the reprbsent8tive; conf~rcnce of r~pr~s~nte
tivc with compound seniors; confer~nce of ropDe
scn tc ti vs \Ji th Gt=rrncns. Prdctical bcnc.fi ts usually 
emoun ted to minor concessi01 .. s from tho G(:,r.rn.ans. 

FN of StE .. lng Luft 3 feel a deep debt of grc..ti tude 
towBrd the Red Cross for supplying them with food 
and clothing, \•Jhich they considered th£.; tvJO most 
import~nt things in their PW camp life. Th~ir only 
complaint is agcinst the Red Cross PVJ Bulletin for 
its deseription of Stalag Luft 3 in terms more 
oppropriately used in depicting life n a college 
campus thnn a prison camp. 

P\J Glso preised the YMCA for providing them. gener
ously with athletic equipment, libraries, public 
nddress systems and theetric·:ll nnterials. With 
YHCA he.r-dquarters est?.blished in Sagen, th.., rep ... 
resent8t1v paid many visits to eamp. 

On 1 .December 1942, the Gerr.1ans cc:pturcd Capt. M. 
E. MeDonald with a Brltish Airborne Division in Africo. 
Bee use he w0s "out f the cloth" they did not offic
ially recognize him as a clergymen, nevertheless, c 
was the accredi tecl chaplain for the c·"'.m.p one con
ducted servicbs for ~ large Protestant congregation. 
He received a quantity of r6ligious literature frore 
tho YMCA and friends in seotl<nd. 

In pril 1942, F~ther Philip Goudrc::., Order of Mary 
In~aculste, Quebec, Canuda, beca~e th~ C'ltholic 
Cbapluin t a group \~h· ch t.;Ventually numbertu m re 
than 1,000 PW. Pray~r books ·were received from 
Genev~ unu rosary bead from Frunco. 

On 12 September 1943, o Christian Science Group was 
brought together in the S ut 1 Cvnp0und uncLer the 
dir~ction of 2d Lt. Ruuolph K. Gr~j, 0-?4938?. 
His reauing lll8t~rial os fol .. waruea. by the Church's 
\J~r Rolit:f con..'llitte , Gt.-ncva, ss v'Jas thbt of 1s Lt. 
Roburt R. Brunn cctive in the c~nter Compound. 

Thirtl:en nembE;.;rs of tho Church of .T6sus Christ ot 
L~tter c.y Soints, omE.ti.mes known as the L:ormon 
Church, helcl their first ne ting in the South Cum
pou d on ? Nove.mber 1943. 1st Lt. \Jillinm E. 
HcKell wu nominateC: as presining Elder anG. vf
ficiatecl at subsequent weekly meetings. Meterial 
was supplied by the Europ~en Student Relief Fund, 
the Red cross, t c YMCA ond the Swiss Mission of 
the Church. 

Rending WPS the greotest single cctivity of PW. 
The fiction lending library of e~ch compound was 
enla~ged by books received from the TI~CA end next
of-kin until it tutalea more then 2,000 volumes. 
Similarly, th£ c;mpounds' refer nee libr~rics 
grew to ineluue over 500 works ~r a technical nrturc. 
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Saga(! 
Evacuatiun 

These books came from the European Stuuent Relief 
FunC: of the YMCA und from P'N who h.:.d r&ce · veu the.:a 
from hom~. 

Athl~tics were second only to rE.st..ing c.s tht; most 
populur t..iVt:.rsiun. Csmp nr~OS Wcr€ cleurccl c..n~ 

na~e fit playing ficlu ~t first fv cricket and 
rugby &nu lat~r for softb8ll, tvuct fvotbBllt b£<...
ointon, <..t:ck tennis ant;. vullt.yb.:-11. In eC..aition, 
P~l tuok edventGge of opp~rtunities for pingpong, 
wrLstlins, woight lifting, h0rizontal en~ pbr~llcl 
bt.r work, hvekey an~ swimming in the fire pool. 
The bulk uf cthlotic b~Uipm~nt wos sup~lied by thb 
YHCA. 

Thtl "Luftbendstors'', Flaying on YHCA instruocnts, 
cuuld hold its own with eny name bLnJ in thG u.s.A. 
nccording to th,)so who heard them give v·:rivus pur
formonctJs. p,j formed juni0r bunc:s Of luss exper
ienced pl8yers ~nL ol 0 ~ glee club. 

Through the crvict.i of the YHCA, P1: wer.e shown 
scvon filr.1s, five somcwhrt (~~t'"'d H.JllywoocL fc~1tures 
enu twJ CTCrn·.;n musical c·)r .. ~uies. 

Oth~:..r ~~cti vi ties includoC cord pl2ying, brvcdcnst
ing rJusic ant!. nE-vvs over a carup a.-nplifier callE;;d 
"Str;tion KRGY", roac...ing the "Circuit nnd "Kri gie 
Tin&s" journ.-~ls issubu by PV[ thrice 't'Joel~ly, fvllow
irg ~v~urlC. uvents in the PW news ro n, ettenl.ing 
the Euucrtion Dcpcrtmc;nt 's clesse;s which r,~n oc 
fror.: ,l).; r UC'Utics tv L<.rw, pc:in ing, ketching rnd 
the inevitE)ble stroll drounu the C)Opound perimeter 
trick. 

At 2100 hvurs on 27 Janu~ry 1945, the vtri.Jus c0r.l
pvunu.s r -cei vca. Gerncn oruers tu movt:: ·)Ut afJot 
wi thing 30 ruinutes. \~i th en r.y on· the 3~-.LVoncing 

Rec. ... l.n.lit;s, P\V ha<.. beLn prepsring twv weeks fur 
uch c !lOVe. Thus tht~ ::>ru.e:r csr.1e as n~ surprise. 

In bnrrncks bn s' in knvttE.C. trvusers snu 0U l (...k8-
shift slec..s thQy p~.ck <J. a r.unioura· )f cluthing an<.. 
~ noxL~un f fvvt. - suelly vne pLrcLl per lon. 

ELch oan "'bLn<..,)iJ. C:. such i tcms cs bvuks, letters, 
crnp rocur<..s ~n~ tvvk his ov rco~t ~nC. one blc.k8t. 
Between 2130 ~nc.. 2400 b0urs, ell mnn xcept s m 
200 t)v week to ~elk. ~urche · )Ut intv the b'tt~r 
c .ld enu snow in c... column r)f thrt;es - d~stin· ;tlan 
unknJ~n. Tneir gusr~s, urcwn fr0~ the cemp cvo
Dle ent bur- riflu ·n~ flLchi-e p st0ls. They 
m2rchoc.,_ all night, tt.king ten-!linute br~hks every 
h r. 

The e:xoc....us w1-:s horrdwing to Pi! of ell c~m:pounds but 
cspecic lly th se of the S\.'Uth, '~1:: ich rn~c~e tho 55 
il ·---tors from Sc -:.n to Huskttu in 27 ho rs with 
·nly f0ur h~urs sleep. Rnti~ns C)nsi teL Jnly o 

breac.. ond msrgnrinE; obtcineQ ro~ a hvrse-~ra~n 
wcgon.. l?W lept in unhe, ted :1rn • . .1 .. t Muskou, on 
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the verge of exhe stion, they were billeted in a 
blast furnace, v-Jhieh \v~s warm and an empty heating 
plbnt, whi-ch ~ as cold. HE:re they were given a 
30-bour delay for ecuperntion. Even so, som~ 60 
men incapable of ~arching farther h£d to be left 
behind. The 25 kil meters from Muskau t Sprem
berg on 31 Jenuary, the oouth Camp und, plus 200 
man from the west compound, vlent to stalag 7A at 
Moosb, rg. T .. ey traveled two days and tv~o nights 
in locked, unmarked freight cors - 50 men to a 
c~r. On 7 February, the Center Cvmpound joined 
them. The North Compound fell in with the We t 
compound at Spreroberg Gna on 2 February entrained 
for Stul g 13D, Nurnberg, wbic they reached after 
a trip of tvw days. 

Throughout th march the guP.rds, who dr w rations 
ident col 1 i th PW' s. tr oted thei eherges VJi th 
syrJpathy and compl ined at the horshness they Bll 
lmd to undergo. German civilians encountered durin 
the trek were g nerelly eonsider~te, bartering with 
PN and sometimes supplying the~ with w~ter. 

conditions at Stnlag 13D, where PW stPyed fvr two 
months, wer deploroble. The b£rrecks uri 
built to l...vus elegr-tes to the 1~ozi p rty 
ings et the shrine city, h d recently een 
i ted by Itnlian Pv~ wh left then filthy. 
no roon t exercise, nv u pliest nvthin to e~ 
of end practically 10thing u eat inasmuch as n0 
Red c ..:>ss food parcels '~Vere rvailable upon the A.mel'icans • 
arrivql. The Germnn r3tiu 1sted of 300 gre~ 
of bread, 25 gr~ms of p t~t e , sume de .yd ~ted 
vegettJbl s nd · little nurgarine. After the first 
week, sugt.r w-.:s n t tv be had end s Jvn the u·lrgarine 
supply WL e:x.heustod. After three · eek~, o.nd in 
enswer to ·n urgent request, ~,000 Red Cross fovd 
pnrcels arrived fr m Dulrg Luft, Wetzlar. S rtly 
therecfttr, the swiss ct~e tv make arr~ngements for 
se1ding pLrcels it k~eric n c0uv~y, ~nd s vn d 
CrJss parcels began tv arrive in GI Red Cr s ) 
truc:~s. 

Throughuut this p rivu, lurge n~~ers f Americ n 
PW were po ring into camp - 1,?00 fr m stclag Luft 
4, 150 n dey fr n Dulag Luft and finally s m~ mer 
fruo Of;l.a 64. 

ni ctivn w s lanenteble. ted 
with c , le· .. s r.nd bedbugs. Thre t s nd men, 
each with only VJO fll thy Gerr:1: n bl ~nkets, sle:pt 
on the b~re lo rs. T ilet f· cilities duri1g the 
day wer s·tisfact ry, but the only ni ht 1 tin& 
wes a c~n in encL sl epin ro )nl. Sine m 11y men 
~er Pfflicted witt. dinrrheo, th~ C<n cd an 
insufficient ccp city and men pe f rce s iled the 
fl r. Sbo\ers were av i ~bl nee ev~ry t~ 
weeks. B~rr~cks were 1 t he~ted. On y 200 kllo-
grams f c ·1 ere rJ\~d'd for >king. ele 
dr pped t its 1 west b, but C ~1. D rr H Alkire 
succL dod i m intrlning discipl·n • 
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Nurnberg 
Evacuation 

At 1?00 hours on 3 April 1945, the Americans re
ceived notic~ that they were to evacuete the Nurn
berg camp and mnrch to Stalag ?A, Mvosb rg. At 
this p011t, the PW took over the organization or 
the march. They submitted to the GEJrrnm: commander 
plans stipulating that in return for presbrving 
order they were to have full cvntrol of th~ column 
and to U8rch n~ more than 20 ki1Qm8ters a day. 
The C"J"€rmons uccepted. On 4 April, with each PW 
in puss\,;ssion of a f od p£_.rcel, 10,000 Alli d Pv 
began th~ mfrch. While the culumL was passing c 
freight mers.alling y~rd neur the highway 0me 
P-47s di ve-butlbed the yard. TW0 AroericcillS ulld 

one Briton were kllled and three men serio·sly 
wounded. On the following day the column laid 
out a l8rge replicc of an ~rican Air Corps in
signia on th roed with ~n arrow pointing in the 
direction jf their march. Thereafter, the coluon 
w s never strnfed. It pr0ce0ded tJ ~umarkt, t 
Bersheim where 4,500 Red Cross parcels were de
livered by truck, hen t J 11ulh"=~ ser w· ere m;)re 
parcels wore delivereo. On 9 April, the c npound 
column ro<chod the D2nube which Col. Alkire tlatly 
refused to c oss since it meant exceeding th 20 
kilom .... ter-a-day limit. ~17ith his refus£;1 the 
Gernl8ns compl tely lost control of the march snd 
PW b(. an to drop out of the column aLmost at will. 
The gu3rd$, intimidated by the rnpid 'dvancc of 
the American Army, mado no serious ett mpt to stop 
the disintegrDtion. Tho main body of the column 
reached stal·lg ?A on 20 April 1945 (See "Influ ::", 
Stalag ?A). 

-X X X-
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:El.STRICTLD 

OFLAG b'% 

(Ground F rce Officers) 

Ollat, 64 v~c.s si tuateo ir: l?.Jlanu., tvvo unu. one-talf 
~ ilt:s nortL.hest of t e railroad station in Altbur
gul a (new Germal, name for the old Pol1s1. tow 1 of 
Schubin, .:>3°01' N. - 17°44' E.) • The grounds "ere 
formerly those of a Polish college. 

~~ 21 January 19~b, 1,4?1 ~rouna force officers anu 
enlisted men left Schubin just eh~au of ~1e adven
cing ~Jssian Army to travel a total of 345 miles, 
erri V.tn at Oflag 13B, }_amrnelbur on 9 i.arch 1945. 

Stren th Ofla~ 64 was opened on 6 June 1943 with just a 
hand u1 of ground force office s. In Octobe of 
ttet y€ar, t e Hed Cross reported 224 P..merican offi
cers and 21 enlisted men there. Almost all of these 
men had been ceptured in Porth Africa a::d had been 
held in other ca- s ~rior to the open1ng of Oflap 
64. BY July 1944, the population had increased 
to 620 officers and !:5? e li.sted men. At the time 
of the vacuation from Poland on 21 January 194~, 
the camp strengtb was 1,55?. 

Description The canp was composed of e main stone builuinp.: and 
six ourrucks. Only t ree ot these b~r ocks were 
useo until the last fe1 ~onths of th~ occupation. 
The builaings '·ere 120 feet lon!! and 40 feet 'lr-vice. 
They vverl; s bCti vided into cub cles St'Ve 1 feet by 
10 feet \'V . ."c ..... '.!_uc.~rter d en averatTe of eight offi
cers. The P\1 slept in aoubl~-tit-rC::u V~oou.~ .... bunks 
e ~uipped ' i tl straw mattrl;sscs, a pillOl:J • one sL.eet 
a ld a pillow esse. The G ruans suppli(.,d t\JO tl.Lin 
1a ~ts VJl.~...:.cr ... 'lrver~ totall:; in..:. t; uate for the 
cli~&tb. A lar_e spOr~.rS grounu was availbble Wlthin 
t .~:; cor uou 1d. Tht;~ latrint.s '~(;:;:re sl tuc.Jttid. in s~porate 
iJu .. ldl. es aujoL.ing the barracks, b t wt;r of the 
pit-t~po at 1irst. La~er, latrlncs ~~uippeu with 
ce spools nd pumps "~ru il~stall8d :)Ut '~re 

insufficie.n~ in numbt.+. 

u.s. Per onn~l Colonel Thoma N. Drake as th~ SAO from its open
lng on June 1943 until his repatriation on 2? 
JUly 944. C 1 ncl G~;;or{!~ V. l.i lett su Obt ded 
Colonel Drake an viaS SAO unt1l thu arri va vf 
Colonel Paul R. Goodu on 16 October 1944. FrvA 
that ti.,..:- until the liberstio , the camp admin;i.s
tration was or? n·z~d as ollo\s: 

Senior Am~rican Officer : 
Ex~cutivo Offic~r 

Ass't. x~cutlv~ Officer: 
Adjut·nt 
vul ar Officer 

St;nior 1~-...dicol )fflc r 

ColonLl Paul R Goode 
colon 1 r. V. !·~illctt 
I ajor I . Ha _.son 
1a jor ./ ..,rle A. ~~eacl:am 
Lt. Col. J. K. Waters 
capt. F. ~· jureGSOll 

Tht:.ro was al~o a ripl .. l~' or ·anizcd S(.;curi tJ Con11'Jli tt e · 
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Thu German pc.;rsonnul consiste::d of Dpproximc.tcly 
100 mun from thG 813th Infantry {Grenc.dit .. r) Rq:-:i
ra.ent • an four a<..ministreti ve officers. The ed
.ministrc-~tion VJ~s organizoc. in tho following rl18nLl..r: 

(;8Llp COm.moUCA<;;r 
s~cond"in commau~: 
~Lcurity Officer 
· ~elfare Officer 
Chit:.f Physicia.L 

Oberst Schn(;:ic...er 
Qbersti~utnant Leu~a 

hauptmen. G. Zimme.rme1n 
Sonut:rfuhrtJr · J. Thcissc:t"l 
Dr. Pongretz 

According to Colonel .LJrc..kE;;, the rc:.lotions betvvct;;n 
the ptv; anu. 'thG Gt.rmans \.vert- tiui to i:npcrsona;l.. 
Hauptmen Zimmer~n wos porticulLrly dislike:.~ for 
his frequent pettiness. l~e 'IJas a Nezi pcrty-mE:-:ilber 
of pOOQ st~ndina end often eupuere~ to be able to 
r~vcrsc:. <..ecisions of Oberst Schnei~cr. 

The trertm&nt ct Ofl~g 64 was cousi~sreG better 
tr.an thPt of other A.rooriccn P~I crr.1ps contr-ining 
t:?round fore · personnel. As the c~3mp s trcngth in
cronscC:, tho buildinP"s n;1ture.lly bcc~me noro crowdE-d, 
nne co~orts cxpcri nccu in ~nrly 1944 ~isappc3r~Q with 
the s .ortt.gcs of fubl enG. fooC.: r-11 ovl-r Germ ... ny. 
Accorc.ing to re,·:trictos v~r!o c.:.rri ved in J[lllULry 

1945, tho GcrnGns uisplayed £. Cl-finite tt.:n ...... cncy to 
provoke inciGt..nts in tl.o c::.mp. It appc...1rec th· t the 
Germ. ns ac.sirct:. to h'"'VE.. :1s mony PW c s possible uncc.r 
scnt~nco. As Ln ~xrmplv, in thE.. summ~r of 1944 four 
officGrs ,,~;..rc being rn::rchco. unc..t..r ~ru·~rt... to the has-
pi tel L t GncisLn for trC'c.'tmunt :-~nu. vvert.. o ... 
aot t0 ust: the.. siue\Jc.lk but to V.JC.ll~ in the str .... e.ts 
of the tovJn. They felt tiii s wcs humili ing trt.i' .. t
rn.t:nt cnu in violation of the Gt..n<:..v!, ConvE-ntion. They 
brought this point up to tho guerus on~.-. c..ftc.r scme 
Ciscussiou wc:re pt:r~:-'i tt .c... to use the sic..~walks. 

howevur, this incic..~.;:::i t w· .. s re )OrtGc.. <~n ttr:. fuur W(.re 
brouglJ.t up for triel on the ctu;.rg ~ of ••obstructing 
tht.: Functions of thu G8rmLn RLicntt. Th tri' l '~us 
htJl~ in Octobbr 1944 r.n ... the mGn V•(;;re t.c~ui tto of 
th~ ChLrgD. HowcvLr, in Dcc~mbur 194~, t 1b four 
wcrL iuform~~ thGt they mul~ be r trit..L on ch~rg~s 
~rowing out of thu incic..~nt. Tfi retrial Wvs helL 
on 2~ JLnur..ry 194;), :::n. ell four offic .rs ruc~ivf~ 
the l uL tl sent ncu. They V.Jbre libcr" tee of ore: 
the sentcnc~ coulL be carriud out. 

A simil;.r inst·!nce of tl1is tC;n-..bncy to pcrp€. tr'" .. tE. 
inciLo.unts occurrcC on 22 :Jopt--mber 191±4 whe:n Lt. 
J~.!mes R. Schr.1i tz, the l~ssistr.nt Ac.. jutLnt, wr-s in 
the c::mp offi .. 0 qlon<., r nc... vv~s appro .. chcc. by two 
untcroffiziv~s 1bout to post enti-~sc~,e 0osters. 
Because Lt. Schmitz consicAurc( thu posters insult
ing to Ancric·.n offict..rs in tn~t they --.ccusec. our 
govurnmGnt ."of resortinr; to g~n~gstE:r vvnrf!.:re up to 
· ntl v' i thin the froi~tit..r of the; F therlr:.n(.' r...e re
quest~- .. them to vvai t until c coulC. contLct tl'..t: SAO. 
Unr:blo to do so, he brought b·~ck to thl. office Lt. 
Col. 8chet.fE.r wrJ.o .iscussec., the postvrs With the 
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GormBns. As they wer leaving Lt. Schndtz stoo~ 
in th~ ~oorwcy in token protest. When one unte~
offizier approachec e~u touche~ Lt. Schmitz, he 
irnceuietely got out o~ the way. Nevertheless, 
Lt. Schmitz w&s uccuse~: of blocking the u.oorwby 
and Lt. Col. ~chaefer Wds ~ccuse~ of interfering 
~ith tho functions of the Geroon Reich. They 
wure both trie~ ou 28 D~cembur 1944 en~ sent~nceu to 
tieath, but wer~ liberateG b~for~ tbe s~ntence coul~ 
be cerriL(... out. 

The treotlillint grew ste '=~ C4ily worse from the AllieG 
invasion until wintur. Then as it b8cr~e obvious 
to the Gbrmans tL£t efent was inevitrble, mcny of 
tho guerc..s anl4 CBmp officials bee ~me more lenient, 
nne: the treatment improvu~. There was a noticc:;:.-blc 
sccrcity of true Nazis in the lest "- w L~ys. 

From the time the cemp opened until the cv··cu ..... tion, 
the Germen rntions werL very poor in both qu ..... lity 
nnl quPntity. The Red Cro s fooG prrcel bec~mc 
the mE-nns of subsistence in the camp enc. the c1iffGr
ence between complete misery an<: tolt.::rnbl~ sxistcnce. 
Froo 10 Octobc to 3 December 19~4, no Rc~ Cross p~r
cels v~ere c~eli vere~ in c !Iilp an~ th~ men suffereC. 
eccoraingly. During the pt-rio<- from 20 October to 
15 November 1944t ell men in cemp were checkec for 
vJeigl1t loss, nr the Pverage was nine., pouncls psr 
man. The Gerocn r~tion u.uring th~t period wns · s 
follows: 

Pt.r uJ.y bCCh rnon receivE::c: 

~()ft 35 ?/10 Grams 
cooking Oll 9 ?/10 
M· rg·rine.- 21 4t/l0 " 
Cl c..~se '* 1/2 
Burley 25 It 

PotatoE:s 353 " 
C~bbt.. e 200 ,. 
Ct.rrots 100 n 

Drie(... V6 s. 6 2/5 ,. 

ONE ONLY OF lliE FOLLOWING: 

Turnips 400 Grcms 
Sugar 25 " 

ouerkr ... ut 48 2/5 ,. 
Tee (ers'"'tz} 1 •• 
J£m 25 
BroP<.. 318 •• 
Soup PowCcr 3 1/2 n 

Coffee ( ers;:tz) 2 1/2 " 

In spite of m~ny hrrcships ~uc to insufficient 
food, impure w~ ter supplies, anl'. poor s~ni r tio 
fBCili ies, th heolth 'l£S surprisingly gool' • 
The "revic..r itself lNwS ol~, the floors unp:!inteC:, 
the plumbinr.: c const·nt source of concern Proong 
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the L.Octors. The 30 b~cs LVC!ilrb o in th'-' n c :it;-." 
w&rf:i usually occu ie<... by m~I suffering from stum c:U 
ailm£-nts, cole.;;;. nL. oth~..~r routine complaints. It 
'Wc..S not eQ.uipp~:_;~.. to h~.nc.l~ th6 cases of those seri 
ously ill or bc.W.y wounc. L.. T c.se c -S6S wert. sent 
to the hospital Lt .ollstuin. 

Fortunatt..ly for the e(Jrly :::.rri v~-ls t.t Ofl~g 64, RAF 
t.octors ·who hu~ fvrm.erly inhabi teu the. c· ... r.1p left 
behinc.. t.bout 26 units of R~.: cross rot..~ic~l supplies. 
Thes~ suf'fict.c.. until 1:10re supplit.s ·wt,..rt.; rtct-i vt;...., 
from the Inturn:.t·on~l Rc-c... Cro s. ho'li :.,v~r, the 
f ow of su li s qut.tL ' . un cpen ,. blc. 
BY constr.nt nc.gging, spt...cinl ~rugs n 0m(:.,rgcncy 
1 'tie.ms er obt in:...bl(.; f or.1 tl:1e Gt.r.Lnans in rore 
Cr ses, but the 4!1cric · n doc tors prt-f'-lrrec... to iso
lrtc; th r.-..sclvos fr '1 tho C,.{;rm..;n .... ector c s :much rs 
possibl . 

Th~nks to tLu c Cross, clot in WP dur-
in~'"' 19 3 .n c· rly 1944. Howuv r, by ov mbe. 1944, 
clothing uas so sc--rco t:· .. t the Gcm~ns c mancler· thc t 
P1. turn 1n Bl1 but o v u if rm. Th~.-y < lso ,. wm·~n(.vc: 

l.'iul j ckcts, 1ich wert; rofus c... As r rusul t , 
the arcls o · Llt; tlirough the b:rr cks ' 1 tt. fixvc 
b-yonets anc fir~L tL~ir rifles in tho Pir forc1ng 
thv mon into givin, up tLcir j~ckcts. The origin 1 
excuse for confisc tion :J s th'~t clotl inP: vrs n\.,. cec 
for new P~l but mer.:. rrrivc< in Russi< n, Frt..nc- rn 
British un'forr.lS ·wtich Wbro nE-ver n.,pl-:.ct.:t. by A'nt..r
ic~n ul:!,uival(..nt • Bc..t clothing w---s comulEJtt-ly in~C-

t , c nd mn1 .. y tim s o ficcrs slc.pt t o to r bunk 
in or~or to "poo blr.nk~ts. Tht.; Gt.r ...... ns : t 
no tirue provi~-.t.,c nt clot 1ina. 

cny 
c ... mp. 
hov~(;;Vt.;r, 33 01 

orc..t;rlit..s ~c,re 

cc.rrp's. 

In ht. bc.gilllii~!g, fic\..rs 'oro pc.i1 on c sli<...i:1 
sc c ~ccorli1g to rsnk, t ·th lit-...utwn~n s r~c(..iving 
60 .c rks [: .. OlJ. th. 1 ron t iu 22 · rk wcr~ <..t-...c...uct€lc.. 
for f OL. ·::c. 10 for or (.,rly ........ rvic~. Ti c brl&nce 

·.s u us~ . for pure .. Else fro:u tb 
c~ t.i offLr~c.. no hin but W€l'k 

n occ s or~l rczor bl~ 8 the mon~y wne. 
tt Q t me w· c~ of i cc..r n~rnitte~ t o 

i1 his possuss·on .or th~n 30 rks , n: rn 
c n finnncc officLr w~s ,ssign(..c to eep ~ cup
~ set of r~corus on tt fin.nci8l stP-t s of c~ch 
·e rron nts 'ith tho ~r.m8n officials 

to isbu... tho P-moun s OW(..d. After .... visit on 23 
octob~r 19 ~. th Rcu Cross report ~ th t c mp .oney 
G.isburs 1 La steppe' entirely ··n ~ tht.;; F.nounts wore 
cr~~it~< to a spcci .... l ceo nt of c· cb officer. 
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Tho offic~rs receivoc thr8~ letter forms en{ four 
carL..s t;;'"'CL month. Thb enlistee. men r0ct:ive~ t1o 
letter forms~~~ thrue cur~~ n nonth. TLu SAO re
c~iV0C 10 l~ttcr fon ~n~ 10 C r~s r JOnth along 
VJi tl.. nt-cessary lBttE..r f0r.rns to conduct camp affairs. 
The Germa11s checked tr.Le number of outgoing letters 
fr m ,ac.u officer a month in tr.~.e early <lays. how
E..ver, it was later noticed that tLi practice had 
s toppe , ana officers ·were able to borrv\ mail forms 
and write as many letters as they vvislea.. There 
\~as never any shortage of letter forms anc. none 
was ever refused an indivld.ual as a punitive 
measure. The eight censors were ell except one e listed 
men anu ex-resiuents of the Uiited states. They p r
forrned oth r duties, and for this reason mail v~as 
often unnecessarily delayed, sometimes for two weeks. 
Transit time for letturs, including airmail from t e 
u.s.A. to the camp as orretic, varyi g betwee 0 nd 
90 y . h nd tlo 

' t d 

ltcm, t.~l.1ch 
~-.-..-~ J nu ry 9" o. B 

e- oe " nd rcvic.:vin _ 
th~ months' activitius in tho voin of coll giat 
nE:.\tJspn er an eas· air of comradeship ' as develope~ I 

Th6 "Little Theater of Schubin C...>llt,;gt;" ·~Nas a hur-:e 
succLss. ~f pr0uucod a total of ci~ht three-act 
p ays, all )f .l ·c ~ rv former' r adw y hit I Th y 
al o producLd s ven JI~-act ulays, eight musical 
revieJs and .Jnc origina.L thrc;E.;-act )lay. In ddi
tion to these tctlvities th~ m8n took part in many 
typt.s . ...,f sports. .A l~:..agut:~ v~as formt;a. f ...>r basbball 
a .... d s0ftball enthusiasts as w 11 as basketball 
playurs. Thus, mun kept thoir mvralt: high by 
kebping ccupicd. 

lns far as the Germans were;; c.Jncbrned., welfar c n
sistud vf 0nly the bare t necessltit.s. Al~ phast.s 
of ~ lfare ··wro dled by t c Int rnati 'l8J. d 
Crvss, the Prutt:;cting er and thE:~ Yl~CP.. As me-ntioned 
b~for~, th Red Crvss food parcela c Jth'Lg t k 
care of two basic rcquiremb .. 1ts of PI I The Prot~,..cting 
p L in · ts cap city vf mt.diatvr .mDde sev~n visits 
tu the camp. Th~ r~pros ntativ~s Wvre punctili~us 
abuut intorviev.inp.: the Jun rican staff in privacy and 
made a cunscit;ntiv s eff.:>rt t) impruvo situativns ab.)ut 

c compla1nts \ er~ made oven tl ... ou h their repre
sentations to tho German o ficials \J r0 often i nor d 
after t 8ir departure. 

Thu athl tic and recreational cqui ~ent urovided y 
the 'Yl.~CA contributed a grc.at deal to th ·Kl ar£ of 
them The library at camp was ell s ocku ith 
a ood vari~ty of li erature rom text boo s to murd r 
thrillers. 

- 39 -

~ICTED 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority J/ tJ D 7 ~ Q{] 6 3 



Religiun 

Recreation 

Eva uation 

RESTRICTED 

Th religious activiti s in the camp were very 
satisfactory. A room was furn·ahed by the Ger
mans and made into an ttractive chapel by the 
men. At one time there were as many as eight 
chaplains at the camu but 0ecause they felt 
they were ne ded lsewhere, they requested trans
fers to other camps. Only a Protestant and 
catholic Chep~ain remained. 

In addition to th many activities mentioned in 
the paragraph on L:orale, there was a great deal 
of interest in art, crafts and education. Of 
al recreations, read·ng seemed to take first 
place. Many officer av<:liled themselves of 
numerous text books to improve theil\ kno't~ledge on 
various subJects. The school was well attended 
and foreign langua~es appea ed to be farorite 
suoject . 

. 1an men .t~o ad abbleo. in art as a h bby took 
ad.venttige of t • .1eir leisure to improve their 
style. Cartoonists appear d from e ery btirrack 
ena. new hobbies -w~ere aevelope daily. Hm ever, 
the fa orite pastime of all as re-rebding letters 
from nome and day-dreaming atout the end of the 
war. 

On 21 January 1945, the S 0 was inform€d that tt 
camp ~as to oe evacuated immediately, ana tlat 
all able-bodied men would fall out to begin the 
march. The German doctor and the American medi 
eel staff hurriedly e amined all of tho men in 
the camp, an after a great doal of discussion, 
a reed to leave behind 86 men under the super
vi ion of Col. Drury. These men w~ro to remain 
in the hospital until th~ advancing Russians 
over-ran the camp. The other 1,471 officors and 
enli ted men l~ft on foot for th~ 345 mile trek 
to Brandenburg. 

After h~ able-bodied men left the camp the first 
problLm facing the ne SAO was to keep the oles 
out of thu camp because hey be an a syst~matic 
ro tin of lootin • During the fir t 24 hours 
s veral mall groups of Germans pas d th camp on 
the sam road taken Larliur by t c lurr~. but thuy 
did not t.nter the camp. Late that ev •nin the, Pol 
reported that Russian tanks had bL n in the town 
but had passLd on a~ain b ore they could be 1 -
form d of the Americans' presunc~. On the morning 
9 22 19 , both Am~rican nd Rus ian flags 

~r the camp an short4y efturvsra thu 
bBre on th~ roea. The SAO was 

told by th(.; tank mmanders that tl.t.;y must move on, 
but that the rear echelon ould ive ~~ the best 
of c re. As more and mo~ trucks passbd, and no 
one see~d o have authority to be ln ho evacuation, 
the A d~cidcd to cornmandeb a t ck and riv r end 
r~tur to t ~ cor s h~aaquart~rs. Aft r sendi g six 
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t legrama from that headqu rters and di cussin 
the problem at lenP-th ith the commano.ing ~eneral, 
Col. Gen. Blov, Col. Drury rna evacuation plans. 

on 28 anuary 1945, the en left Schubin by truck 
and ' ere taken to embertow, arriving 31 January 
19 5. At Rembertow the Russians had taken ov r 
a ormer Polish military school and turneo it into 
a refu _ e pr1:)cessin cent r wi tb approximately 
5,000 ~ired. hungry and frightened p ople of mix 
nat analities. te o ~y. ! as 
tance, it ~ not until 2 

oup boarded a train for Odessa. Ueanwhile, 
everal Lnpati nt officers had left th camp an 

proceedeo. on their own to reach Moscow here they 
were ·iven air p s a back to the United States. 
The roup reac ed Odes a on l March 945, and w r 
evacuated to the United States by pl and boat. 

Th 1,4?l officer d n11sted men under the co nd 
of Ooerst ritz chneider m rc d to Exin, Poland 
(24 kma.~ #here they ere supposed to entrain for 
a new camp n Brandenburg. However, upon h ir 
arriv 1 · t as discovered hat no arrange1d~nts had 
been made f r th& ourn y and the group oontlnufJQ. 
on foot to au ostat just outsi e o Ex n h r they 
were ~uart red for th€ ight ·n cow oarn • 
weath&r ~as be1o fre·zing end the groUnd as 
cove d i th s o • The day's march h8d b -en 
gruellin and 186 roon aecided to hide in the hay 
lofts and make their vay oack to the Russian linus. 
All of t so wor suoce ful in t ir escap , and 
were able to reach Rcmbertow \'Jher they joined 
Col. Drury's group. 

rin t c entire 5 ays f the march he quarter 
·ro, ~ith f~w Gxceptions, hay barns, stables, cow 

a hods or machine ack • T y ·~er often overcrowded, 
lofts ith only onb adder for ntrance 

and e it, th s prLsenting a ~r0at hazard in oase or 
fire. sp1to continu d p otc ts on he part of 
C>lonel Good~, it \as not until 2 cbruary 1945 that 
the ~rman sent a quartcr·Lg p~rty for~a din sd
va ce of their arri vc..l. Prior to this time., 'l 
would rri u at tn~ir d~stinat·on at dusk with w t 
and cod f~~t ·r be forc~d to stand aroun while 
l.osty erra goments ~cr made for l;luarttrine. Fre-

v tly ir~s ~cru ot pvr~~tt~d so th t ho s a d 
soc s could not b dr"ud nor co ld foo bL cook d. 

Th~:.:- ca p s t s o ten lack(;d att; dr1nkin water 
nd r.o shaving or wastin facili tl<..S \ re availab1 • 

No pro ioions for bath w0rv ma ~ durin th~ vnti~ 

p~.~riod . 

.l E.Jdical suppli~::s ~ r~ not pr vidud o."' all by tho 
Gorrna unt"l 17 Feorut:lry 194::>. After that dat~ 
only very 1· it d mount as gi ~a. 
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There had been continuous trouble in providing 
transportation for the sick and no eftort was 
made to provide proper place for sick call. The 
ration provided on the mzrch was inadequate. The 
German ration officer stated that they were re
ceiving the same ration as the Gcr.man guard com
pany, but this' was not true. Tho average r3tion 
for tho day wa ohe bov~1 of turnip soup, a few 
potatoes, a cup of ersetz coffee or mint toa, a 
half a slice of brown brcGd. Tho only supplement 
to this diet was an occasional b~rtbr with the 
farmers along the way w1o ~anted cigerettes, soap, 
fountain pens, etc., until finally 500 Red eros 
parcels w~re obtained on 1? February 1945. These 
hod to be shRred by 1,023 men. 

The t· bl(. belov~ gi vcs the number of kilometers the 
men m·.rch~d t::Och doy: 

DATE DISTANCE (KH) 
January 21 24 

22 23 
23 7 
24 9 
25 21 
26 0 
2'7 18 
28 17 
29 7 
30 12 
31 14 

February 1 3 
2 18 
3 0 
4 17 
5 21 
6 22 
7 20 
8 20 
9 1 

10 13 
11 14, 
12 24 
13 • 7 
14 13 
15 0 
16 23 
17 27 
18 8 
19 10 
20 20 
21 0 
22 16 
23 19 
24 23 
25 21 
26 0 
2'? 16 
28 11 

M .rch 1 to 5 0 
6 9 bocrded tr5in Fr-

riving at hemmtil-
burg 9 uarch 1945. 
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o~~z~~~·~~!~ 
the trek to Oflag 
exhaustion. 

on 2? Murch l94:b, Oolonol Goodo vms notified thet 
camp l3B would bo cvecuotea. thnt afternoon at 1600 
hours. At 1300, Ambricon tanks appeared nnd aftor 
a bri0f consultation, the Germans &greed to sur
render the camp irJmediatcly. Thrc~ of the steff 
officers and on~ German officer w~ru selected to 
carry tht.. wl:i te: flt~e of surr(.ndor to the Am~:..rican 
tank column. As th~y murched out of tho gr.te, an 
SS privuty shot Lt. Col. John K. ~1Lter, seriously 
wo ,nding him. Imm\.,;diut"'ly th~ tenl~s started 
firing and rftcr a ft.w minutes the camp wos in 
t l<.. ht:.nus of the Am~,..ric .. ns. liO\IJ(;Vbr, the spuar
ht;aa was not prepared to tr~nsport so msny officers, 
and it \8 impossible to rL-~in th re and d0fend 
tht:: o;-cu. M~ny of the men cli!Jlbod on the tunks 
and attempted to pet back to the linvs thct night, 
but road bloc s end min~s hemp~red th~ir progr~ss. 
Tht.; following two doys aw n~urly all cf tht.: men 
returnoo. to the cam under Gf;.)r~4 g\u:rd.. M0enwhile 
the Gt:rmen :tlcd rt-turnLd to e ncu~.tt; the remni ing 
prisonvrs to southGrn G~rmr~y, end cbout 500 moL 
wt.:re s~nt to l urnberg by train. Two days lntcr, 
the romeining men wer~ rncrch&d to St~l~g 7A, 
uoosburg. This trip wss approxi.mlltt.ly 90 milt; 
and 1 t required lo days to ID£.rch bcc .. use of the 
wcokencd conditio of the men Pnd the cvnst~nt 
bombing by th€ Allied rir forces of installctions 
clang tho ay. .~.!'Jny m n esc"p&d durin~ this mr: rch 
durin the confusion. Upon their arriv~l ~t 
StAl, g 7A, Colonel Good organize~ thw C8mp of 
30,000 PW for their final r scuc which occurred 
29 April 1945. 

.. X X X-
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RESERVE-LAZARET OBERV!ASSFELD 

(Orthope ic liospital) 

Obermassfeld lies in the agriculture~ s.d pustural 
egion of Thuringia, n1ne kilometers ~ut· of the; 

city of Heiningen ( 50°34' N. - 10°2'± 1 E.) 

Tr ... e :aain building was a large thre - tory stone 
structure erected after vJorld tar I as a boys • 
school. Later it va taken over by t e s.A. and 
then by the hitler Youth before its conversion 
into a hospital. Three one-story "Wood and tar
paper barracks stooa. in the courtyard to rouse in
ternal roedic1ne case , and a fourth barrack ~as 
used as an isolation ~ard. The main installation 
l'Jas divided into rooms comprising patient ' v~ards, 
m dica. officer ' quart rs, two operating theater 
sertic d a eptic, a pl ster room, X-ray room, 
orderlies' nd guards' <;.ua ters. n H rch 1945, 
in preparation for n in lu of P r rom camps n ar 
the fi hting zones, a Frenc hospital tent ~as 
erected near the lazaret pro e • 

A shortage of wate plagued the hospital during the 
summer of 1944. vJhil here w re sufflcie t num
ber of washrooms, and showers could tleoretically 
be taken at least once a 'I.Jeel , th ins 'fflch:;nt 
, atbr supply actually made the washing situation 
unsetisfDotory. Th's ~ater shortage ·as caused 
by leaks in old underground pipes which ·were even
tually repaired. Tt.e number of latrinE:w ., s n
sufficient for the hospital t-Jhbn 1 t was at full 
stl,ength. 

The aseptic operating theater became scptlc i.n 
July 19~4, probably bee us& of its long u e. Thi~ 
condition c sed he loss o on8 life ~i 1 there
sult t .at Briti h m dicel officers r~fusud to per
form any "clean surge ytt ·n t ~;: tht::atur. D ring 
th wintt;r of 194 - 5 t · opt:ratl g tht.:iBtBr 'Was 
closed down oomplctv y an op~rati ns ~re carried 
out in th(.. i'ormtjr steriliz .... n:. room. Thi moe was 
neceasitatt.u by a critlcal fut:.. shoiteg~ hich pre
ventud tl(.. ~~ating oft ~ l r~u tho tur. imilarly, 
unoug1 hot at~r for th~ h pital' n~vds wa diffi
cult to obt in. :iliun th~ coal supp y 'as altog~th~r 
t.; hau~tt..d, \vork'ng partit..s ere.. sent out into the 
surrounding re ion to fora~u for woou. A small 
shipm~It of coal, arriving in M·rch 194o, 6as~d the 
situation somewhat. 

Maximum cs.paci ty of the hospital bui din \ as 36 
witt the varracks providin ~pace for 140 additional 
beds. B~for~ th invasion of continent, pati£nts 
were elmo t cxclu ively British and A.rncrica:r: air 
forces p rsonnol hot aovn on raid ove~ G~rnan Europ . 
Even after the landings on ~ormandy, f8v A liud round 
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force.- men t~erc se:.nt to Obt.-r.massfela.. strEJngt:t 
averag~d 400 at first prepona rantly Br~tish. 
Thus on 5 A~ril 19<:3, the l!ospi tal had 10 A..Ioor
icans and 178 Britons. As Am~rican participation 
in tL~ war i crc..:a~ea., numb~rs of Amt..rican PP 
patients gre\v until on 10 March 194b t!erCJ JC::r8 

189 ~ricans and 254 Britons. 

To re1ibvo crowding in thE.; spring of 1 t:r3, conval
escents \vert; s . t to ttt lazarL t 6t Klostt.:r r..aina. 
~bon a strvngth of 560 s~vcrely taxvd hospital 
faciliti~s in April 1944, plans wutG made for rt.
cupcratlng post-operativ~ casus to bo transft..rrod 
to the lazaret at Ueiningon - openeo in Mey. 

Originally run by British PI:, Obcrmes folo. rc ai cd 
its British staff until its libt.ration. 1-ot until 
Ju y 1944 cro six erican me ical orderlies re
ported added to the hospital complement, and the 
ol Am rican doctor on the s aff remained only 

thrcle months. C rges by some American pa ients 
off voritism and preferential treatment shown by 
the British staff to British patit:nts were not sub
stantiet~d by him. Luadin mumbers of h~ staff 
wur\j: 

Lt. Col. A. T. Karrable- Sen' or Uedical Officer 
Ha jor J. B. Shcrnan - Assistant viO 
Majo Hende ... son - Sur con 
11 ~or . c. Whi tcol!'..bc - Exvcuti ve Off'ic8r 
Major Kimbell - Surr,ory Chief 
Hejor G. Smyth - Hedical Chief 

·pt. S. E. 11organ (USA)- ~"edical fficc,r 
capt. B. v. Egan (U A} - Chaplain 

on 7 Nov~b r 1944 the staff numb rod 101, assign~d 
as follows: 

vritish ical Offic~rs 1~ 

ric~n ll dical Officer 1 
Br'tish ·ntal Offic~rs 2 
rit's Chaplain 1 
~rican Chapl i 1 

itish X-Ray Tochnician 1 
ri'ish Modicol ~tud nts 2 

B i tish · ·uical Ord~rl' t:S 5 
c.riean Beuical Ord~rlies 6 

British nousu 22 

Excopt or o ·e occ s1ons w1 .. utl eticnts wore con
fin~d ·n olitary roo for thrue or fo r dDys be
ca su of some trivial infraction of Dr. Falke's 
rules, P\ 1 ad no eo laints a 1n t he Germans· 
The Br1ti 1 staf Jelco·cd th~ non-interferenc 
and coo ra ion of the Germ n ta f htad~d by: 

0 cr absarz Dr. Schutt ~r 
Ob~r tabsarzt Dr. Falku 
Ob ·rstebserzt r. t oc. 
St S3rzt Dr. Rc1chel 
l jor L mpko 

IC D 

- Chcferzt {1945) 
- ChEfarzt (1943-4) 

Asst. Cl~ufsrzt 

- Asst. Chefarzt 
- Ab ehr 
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In January 1945 Oburmassft!ld held two Jc111· sh PW wto 
had bc~n unmercifully btaten and 1..er · nccr dc.ath 
as a result. It is probeblb that this vicltuc8 
occurrod prior to their untry to Obcrmassf~ld, 
where no such mistreatment was 8Vbr reporteo. 

The G£rman ration plus R~d Cross fooa, which was 
nev~r lacking, assured 11 PW of a suffici nt di~t. 
Food VJES cooked in a kitchen 11 .ich hcl three large 
boilers and onu cookin r5nqe shar~d by G~rmans and 
Allie~~ alik .... , an arrc:1ng6mc.nt ~which prov~d beruly 
satisfactory becausL of lack of ~nough ~~uipment. 
German womE;.n prepareu the German issuE.-, and PW the 
Red Cross food. I1t.n who li V(;;Q in th bcrrncks had 
hee.rtl.s on wl:ich to cook th ir own food - enabling 
thE.-m to avoid tho strt.in~d facili tit..s of the l ... os
pital kitchen. Sp0cial diets could be prbperc.d for 
casus urgontly in ne~d of such. At tho end of 
August 1944 thore wos on hand a food supply of 

1209 British parcwls 
2429 Am~ric~n perculs 
1851 CDnadion parc~ls 

391 Uilk parcels 
5448 Britioh Inv~lid parcels 
2869 Am rican Invalid parcels 

and as late as 10 ~arch 1945 despite shortag~s ~n
eountercd elsewhere, Obermassfcld had food stocks 
to lest s1x weeks at t ... e cu tomary consumption rotc 
of one parcel p€r men per vJ ek. 

11ost potiunts we~ seriously wounded with omputa
tions and infect~d sunfire ~Joun s. Tht:. mo jori ty 
camB to ths hospital directly from combntJ either 
air or ground. They roo~inod at the hospital until 
the b~ nning of th~ir convalusc nc~ ~1en they \~re 
transf\.,rrca to the 1 oininr-:~n ResC::rvc Lazaret where 
their strictly orthopedic tro~tro~ t Jas und~r the 
supervision of a British sp~ciolist ond Vbrious 
physical "r8-c..duce.tion" tuuc""1ers. 

All mu ical mctt rs ~rc left in the hcnds of th~ 
British oedic~l officers una little inturfcr~nce 

as uxp riencbd from the Gt.rmLn Ch~f~rzt. The drug 
su~ply furnishbd by hE.- Gormens covt.rud about 50% 
of t ~ e irLm nt but by wintbr 194~ scverol items, 
spucially p cst~r b~nd~g~s, cloth b~ndLgus, gauze 

and cotton \Ool ~ere no ongur ~vailoblc; nor wes 
Qrile ~at~r. l stcr ndage wero us~d Dt the 

ratt. of 20 0 a month end in Hurch 94~ only 1200 
wer0 o hLnd. sovcnty Red Cross m~dice1 p reels 
w~rb usud pur month. M~di incs end e~uipmEnt not 
furnished by t Germans oro obtained from the 
RE.d eros , ond t no time was there c shortr.~u so 
critical thnt it resulted in hnndiceppin~ the bffort 
of the ~dical taft. Both tro~tmont ~nd equipment 
ere e coptionally goo • 

Den tel r Ptment c.nd t:~Uipment w s F~lv eys sl•tis
factory. 
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As far back as Apri1 1943 the Senior British Of~lc~r 
vwos requesting thEt clbtlJ.ing be shipped dirc,ctly tv 
the Laz·r~t insteed of co~ng from ·ejcce~t s~n1~ 
9C. Yet · n Septc::b~r 94 clothin '"'o s ·j l L 

from tho stclt.g. Inc.;s!nuc~ as most pGtjcnts '¥t:rL. 
, .. victors who h· d b&Ln .:lho · ao,~ n, lllL.:ny trr=. vcu with 
their uniforr.:s b11rnc-d. Extr&mely ft w b~a pc..ssed 
through th<;; .DJ.lag L,l;t trt.nsi t c··mp wh'"'r""' ~ht..y 

:raight h V~;; b8en outfi t-J;ed &U<:n.. r~uverthelt::ss, th'"' 
l~rgc r~sbrvc s~~ck of cl~tb~Ag wn1c slould have 
bot..n on h:...nCl j_n tht.. ... z n ,rc.r sent dirc.ctly 

'"l:s issut..d prr..c-
tl~ Oborm~ ssf(jl 

con~trntly bUffvrv~ from slight clotting stortoge. 
Each now a:-:ri val diu, houever, receive a shirt 
end pvj~mas upon his edmission. The most frequent 
requ sts were for shoes - to aid in the construction 
of protheses - and flannel shirts - to keep pneur~onie 
patients warm and to serve as pa ing for plast r 
casts. v also needed toilet articl s such as 
razors, brushes, laundry oap, toothbrushes, combs 
and handk rchiefs. some 900 R d C o lank ts 
in addition to tlose sup ljed by the Germans, were 
sufficient to cover all beds satisf ctorily. 

Medi9al personn 1 volunteered for wor {. Privates 
who formed tle ho sekeep1ng aetac ment considered 
themselves fortunate to be employed on details 
which were pleasant compared to those perfo1~ed by 
oth r PH in Gt:rmany. 

patients did not begin to receiv p y until they 
ha be n in the lazaret for three months. Thos 
who l.lad btwn kh' fted from ot .. er laza ots here 
they hud stayed fe er ttan three roo ths, and those 
\'Jho wer~;; sent from Obermassfeld to convalescent 
centers bt..fo:L .. e thrbe mont ... s had elapseQ, complained 
about their lDck of pay. Their accounts uid not 
becom effoctiv~ until they reach d permanent ~~ 
camps. 

Pay for mt::c.dcal per >Jon 1el \vas r~;;~ult-rly given in 
cash until ,ovemb r 194~, ·hen issu~ of mDrks or 
la ergbld J\:lv stopp<;;O. by t ~ higlJ. co.mmand. ~ubse
quently, all monutary Opt;ration were, transacted 
on "PC2'' (Personal Cad NJ. 2)~ l.edical p~r onn 1 
no long r r~;;c~iv d sp~cie but ~rc crcaitud with 
amounts duE:: on their i divi ·a tpc "· 

Patients we e allowed to write thr e 1 tters and 
four ceras a month; medical personn~l, twice that 
amount. nconing mail wa unlimited. ~:est of the 
parcels announcca as s~;;nt by next-of-kin did uot 
arriv · Those th~t did wcro dams ~d. No Americans 
stayed in the ho pital long enou h to receive r plius 
to thoir l~tters. ~ 1 rom En~ and too three months 
in transit . The Senior Mea·cal Offic~r compla"n d 
tlet 22 lett aunt o th Protecting Povcr er 
not ackn le ed. 
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Horale among the medical p~rsonncl, busil.,r enge13od 
in their pE::ecctime profession, was high." Among 
patients, thanks to thu good trE:eitmE.nt rc...c i ved, 
1 t was no lower than that of pat1entc J.IJ hosl;:_ tt ..... s 

• anywhere. 

In ad~ition to proviuing Obcrmassfeld with almost 
ell its food, clothing and more than halt its mc,d
ical supplies, th~ R~d Cross visited the hospital 
quarterly and submitted compr~hensivc,, if opti~stia, 
ru orts to the u.s. otate Dbpartment throu h neutr 1 
channels. 

The Protecting Power Dt.legate insp(.eted the hospital 
ev~ry throe months, support~a the Senior Medical Of
ficer in his cla·ms b einst th Gc,rman commandant 
vvi th good uffcct anc.t circulatvd ucta le reports • 
of camp conditions. 

Thv YMCA k .... pt the hospital w ·11 stockc.d ~ith books, 
gam~s and athl~tic equipm:nt. 

In April 1943, the only reli ious services were 
provided by a chaplain from Eg~ndorf lazaret who 
visitvd Obormassfcld oncL a month. By tho beginning 
of 194~, a Church of England chapla·n was ass:~~ed 
to the hospital. catholics, how~ver, of whom there 
were about 100 at any given timv, r~quested that 
a pri st be permanently tationed at the hospital. 
I, July 194~, tho Swiss, German staff a d PW a~ain 
petitioned high~r hLad~uarttrS fot a CatholicChap
lai. , but it was stated that nont. was available. 
In November, the commandant rcporto that Captain 
B 1. Egon, a Cetholle chaplain in the U.S. Army, 

ould stay and minister unto his fellow P\! when L.b 
finished t o trE.atmunt ht.. ~as undvrgoing as a patier.t. 

Littl8 n (7;d for rccrvation existed, for convalc,scents 
vJero sent to other ho pi tals as oon as they were fit 
enough to be tranaft--rr~:;d. 'rhose stror.g tnou h to 
t.;Xcrclsu coula play ball ames on a fitld n(;,ar the 
hosp1. tal. Otht.;rll~ist; pati&nts itWrll ot allO't'Jt ... d to 
go out. 

By 20 [a:rcl ... 1945 the. vCLllor [edica Officer au an
ticipateu the arrival of AlliE.u forc~s nd planned 
accoraingly. Sine most patier..ts wertJ too we k to 
be moved, W iu Oberrn&ssfcla wcr libercteu at the 
b~giru1ing of Apr·l by Am rican troops. 

-X X X-
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MARLAG UND MILAG NORD 

( :ravel Personnel) 

The camp was aituat d at Westertimke (53° 51' North 
latitude - go 67' 45" East longitude) 30 mil s outh
w st of Hamburg and 10 miles north of Bremeno It s 
ell placed on sandy ground planted with pine trees. 

On 10 April 1945 the majority of PW was evacuated 
toward Lub ck but many of the p rsonnel ho were un
ble to march remained as a unit until liberated by 
he Br tish on 14 April. 

era ted for the contin ment of Navy and Merchant 
r n personnel only, tha installation under normal 

conditions had a c pacity of 5300 nd in em rgenci 
of 6900. Accor _ing to off'ic al figur o the Pro
tecting Power, th strength in pril 19 was 4268 nd 
in ecamber 1944, 4223 th 41 n tiona and races repr -
sente • In Ap~il 1945, ap ro imat y 900 RAF offio s 

re removed from S ala Luft III at Sagan and w re c
commodated in this camp. In S pt ber 1944 • a large 
group of civilian inte es was brought in fro Giron gay 

nd placed in th !lag. At no ti e ere t er mo th n 
71 American from the Navy and Merchant Marine in this 
camp, and on 2 April 1945 two American Air Corps ofti-
c rs were impr1soned there, the fir t non-naval Am rican 
per onnel to arrive. 

A month before liberation the camp h ld 35 Amer1c n 
erchant s amen and nine r lar s rvice ersonnel in 

eluding: jor P ter Or z nd Lt. Walter • Taylor of 
th Marine Corps and Lt. (jg) Rich rd • Harris, U • 

The entir camp, which a construct d in th autumn 
of 1942 and ubsaqu ntly added to, consi ed o s ven 
lager as ollows: Lag r I, Du a , hich s used a 
an interro ation and tr nit compound; Lager II, l~rla , 
hou ing p ronnel o he Royal N vy; Lage III, i g 
for the con inement o rc t rin per onnel f h 
arious n ·one iti ; Lager IV, Mil Inder), ace 

dat n Indi n n of the Merchant ~avy; Lag r V, 
Wacha, forth~ camp ard; Lager VI, Kammanda ur, the 
administrativ o c r for the ntir establi hment; 
La e VII, Stab lager, 1·v1ng quarter~ or the aaminis
tr tiv personnel of the entire e t blishment. 

Th rl g Lager for th avy P\7 and th Milag La er for 
Merchant 4arin PW ch h d two compounds designated a 

rlag "0 and · rlag ' 1" and Milag '0" and Mila c 

for officers and enlisted m n respectiv ly. en the 
1900 RAF officers arriv d, PW from Marlag ere 
transferr d to th lag com ound and the British fli rs 
ere acco~nodated ·n r "• 

Each compound consist of sever 1 sturdlly bu.lt on
storied ~ooden buildin s hich were well-11 hted and 
he ted. Th re were 29 of them in Marlag nd 36 in ila • 

9 -
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Th majority of th m wer used as barracks for the PW 
while the others wer kitchens and dining rocms, ablu· .. 
tion barracks, guard barracks, storehouses, posta 
section and othe~ administrative buildings. Zach 
building used as living quarters comprised many rooms 
accommodating 14 to 16 officers or 18 men of other 
ranks~ There were two and three-t ~red bunk furnish d 
with palliasses of straw with washable covering. Two 
blankets ~ere issued each msn and some PW had an extra 
Red Cross blanket. Personnally ovmed blankets were rare. 
Cleanliness was the rule and for t ·he most part he bar
racks were well kept although at times the palliasses 
were infected with vermin. 

The entire camp was surrounded by barbed wire and the 
Marlag and Milag compounds were lao separated by 
barbed wire. Within the lagers, th compounds ror of
ficers and men were also separated by wire. In addition 
each compound had a barbed ire cattle fence about 
yard high placed about four yards inside the outer 
fencing. PW were not allowed to go beyond the cattle 
fencing. Placed at ~he corner of each camp were toh
towers with machine guns and searchlights, which were 
alvreys turned off during an air raid warning. 

At first the camp was commanded by Kapitan zur s e Sahuhr, 
8 regular German navy officer li ho was severe but con- · 
sidered by PW as just. After his tr nsfer the personnel 
was as follo s: 

Camp Commahder 
Second in Command 
Security Offic r 
German Physician 
Accompanying officer of the 

: Fregatten- p~tan S hmidt 
Korvetten-Kap1tan Kogge 
Oberleutnant choof 

t Stabsarzt Dr. Trautman 
G.H.C.: ajor Bosenber 

Kapitan Schmidt as short and fat and looked l1ke a pig. 
He weighed about 290 pounds, was five feet nine inche 
tall, about 54 years old and had grey hair. The secur
ity officer, Oberleutnant Schoof, s about six fee 
tall, weigned about 150 pounds and had a v ry thin long 
no a, dark skin and black hair. The PW did not come 
into contact with other members of the camp personnel. 

When the camp was first formed the camp guard campri ed 
NCOs and men from naval artillery units. Thes m _, be
tween 45 and 55 years, were unfit for frontline service. 
In additlon about 30 members of the Ge man marine force 
ere distr!buted throughout the camp as cooks and clerks. 

Lat r on the guards at the c mp wer of the Wehrlnach 
and worB the nnj.form of this g."Oltnd force organizat on. 
Accord ·.ns to obse:-va tions by PVf there war ei ht guard 
arouna. -the enlistt)d men's barracks going on duty t 
0730 hours and remaining there until 1800 hours. 
with pistols, they patrolled the barrack area and som -
times entered them. There ere two guard alon the inner 
fence of the enlisted me 's compouna. Shifts changed 
every ~ o hours. Twelve guards patrolled as sentri. 
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along the outer fence around the compound at 11 
times. The guards were old and were for the most 
part German farmers recently inducted into the Wehr
maeht although some of them had been veterans of the 
tirst World War~ As a rule the guard personnel was 
changed about every six months. PW traded with the 
guards whenever they would came into the barracks 
and talked to th~m quite openly. 

The compounds were administered by English personnel 
who filled the staff positions. Ph.M~ 1/C Charles H. 
Corter was the American MOO in Marlag "Mu and Joseph 
Ashworth, of the u.s. Merchant Marine Corps, was 
American MOC in the Milag compound. 

The basic unit for organization was the barracks and 
the barracks' chiefs were all English inasmuch as the 
number of American ~7 in the two compounds was so s all. 

In general the health in the camp was very good. There 
were a tew cases of tuberculosis in the hospital, which 
was in the Milag section of the c~~P and was operated 
by the British, and also a very few cases of dysentery. 
The American MOC in ~arlag " " acted as the doctor for 
the Americans. All dental work was done by an English 
dentist. It was reported by those who had been to th · 
hospital that the treatment was quite good, but the 
hospital ran short of medical equipment and supplies. 

Washing facilities were in a separate building in the 
camp. In this building were three cold showers which 
the men could use at any time and 53 water spigots. 
The men received what was supposed to be a hot shower 
once a week, but the building where the showers were 
situated was a quarter of mile from the camp and 
three parties of 25 men each would be taken dovm at 
one time. Therefore, t e men who went in first were 
the only ones to gat a hot shower, because when the 
others came later th~ w t r was cold. The latrine, 
which was in a separate u lding, consisted of 4? 
stools over a hole in the ground. They were cleaned 
out about once every tv.o weeks. Drinking water .was 
plentiful and was available at all times except the 
one period of three w eks in December 1944 when the 
Germans claimed that the pump w s broken and n eded 
repair. At that time the water was on only during cer
tain hours of the day. 

The usual German ration existed in this camp. Break
fast comprised two slices of bread, half a cup of 
ersatz coffee and sam times a small piec of cheese. 
For dinner the prisoners had soup made out of turnips 
and potatoes, and for supper each PW was issued three 
potatoes. About once a month a little horsemeat and 
sugar was issued. The meager rations were supplemented 
by Red Cross parcels, the food of which was prepared by 
PW on the stoves in the barracks. 
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The Germans issued no clothing to the PW although 
there was a great demand for winter ove~coats and 
warm germ nts. Red Cross shipments were received 
quite regularly and distribution was made OL the 
necessary clothes to each PW. Th English had set 
up e shop to repair shoes nd there as also a tailor 
Shop in the camp. The Germans did not confiscate any 
unifor.ms of the prisoners who w re allowed to keep 

at ver clothing they had. 

The treatment of P s eorr There were no in-
dications of any disciplinary actions havin been 
taken against American PW. The guard re older 
men and ould do favors for the PW for cigarettes. 
Con quently there was a sort of mutual understanding 
and as long as the PW did not cause any trouble they 
er not int rfered with by the Ger.mans. 

P from Marlag and Milag never worked outside or the 
camp, but when they re asked to do so they refused. 
Seamen 2/C were made to do ork within the camp but 
the Seamen 1/C di nothing except work o cleaning de
tails and KP Within the barrack • Those PW who worked 
received 40 pfennings per day, and occording to state
ments of same they received seven marks 50 pfennings 
a month. The money was in camp currency and could be 
spent in the PX operated by the Germans. In ovember 
1944 the Germans stopped issuing camp currency and 
paid the PN in German mar s. No man a ever allowed 
to have mora than 30 marks in his possess1on. 

In each compound there were sports fields where the 
PW could play baseball and volley bali. A great deal 
of equipment was supplied by the Red Cross and CA. 
Other exercise was obtained by walking around in the 
enclosure during the day, and toward the end of the 
war the Germans permitted the PW to walk outside the 
compounds under guard. They would give the guards 
cigarettes for the privile e of taking these walks and 
at times would go as far as two and three miles from 
the camp but never near any to • Plays were put on by 
the Pl in the camp th atre. They also had a band, using 
instruments issued by the Red Cross and those purchased 
by the British from the Germans. A well-stocked library 
(3000 volumes) as run by the British. In regard to 
education, there er 19 men giving instruction in 25 
separate courses, hich included languages, mathematics, 
commercial subjects, vocational. economic and scientific. 
Classes ere very popular and well attended. Textbooks 
for these courses were obtained from the Red Cross and 
'YMCA. 

In general the delivery of mail as very erratic. The 
aver ge number of letters received per man per month 
as seven and required as many as Gl days for trans·t. 

Parcel post packages required about 43 days in transit. 
p race ved two letter and four card forms per month, 
while the medic 1 staff received a double ration of the 
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forms. The Germans were quite regular in issuing these 
forms and at times additional on s could be obtai_ed 
tram PW who did not desire to use theirs. ~£6~P ·nera 
no restrictions en the number of incoming ldtters a PW 
could receive and the letters could be kept jndcfinitely. 
German civilian girls censored incoming as wall as out• 
going mail. 

Two all chapels, one tor Protestants and the oth r for 
CathOlios' ere in the camp Protestant church ser
vices wer h ld in the morning and ening of every 
Sunday. In ddi t1on pr yers were held every night and 
there was a mid-week "fellowship discussion group" meet
ing. The YMCA provi dad hymnals and prayer books and at 
Christma tim prov1ded hundreds of booklets with C~ist
mas carols. An Engli h chaplain s rved a minister. A 

rench civilian int rn a s th Rom n Catholic chaplain; 
ss and benediction er held each day. 

Representatives of th Proteoting Power came to the camp 
about very thr a month ~ They m da fairly rigid in
spections and received or l nd itten complaints from 
the Senior Briti h Officers and the Men of Confidence 
in th individual compounds The Germ n staff' usually 
ace panied th Swi s repr entatives when they made a 
tour o the c mp. Complaints about food. clothes, sle p
ing accommodations, th need for tu l and other matt rs 
wer turned over to the Germans. In some c se the com-
pl in a were cted upon romptly but in other cas s. 
particularly in ~egard to the coal ituation, acti w s 
promised but never fulfilled. According to st tements 
of FW, they felt that the Swiss representative re do-
ing all they possibly could but were handicapped by the 
Germans in the High Command. 

The Red Oros and the Y.McA ere p rticularly help ul 
in regar to the elfare o the PVl. Recreational sup
plies. books and clothing were provided whenever re
quested, and wheneve representa ives of th se two 
or anization c e to th p, ba r dy access to 
th and could usuall obt in 'II h v l' they l' quested. 

On 8 April 1945, the German camp commander notifi d 
that th camp w a to b moved to Lubeck. Th few Ameri
cans in the camp ~ere to hav march d along i th the 
Royal Navy and Merchant Navy personnel. PW who r un
abl to march were o rama in the camp undeT Ge an 
c and. Th first day out of the cam the column as 
str f d by Brit1sh pl n and a gr at deal of confusion 
r lted, wi h most ot t e m n goin back to the camp. 
Same Am ricans e caped a d hid ou in th ods west of 
th camp. They sp t v ra 1 d "' ~ there b~t hen they 
became sick from drinking stagnan a r hey ecided 
to giv themselve up. Upon their return they found 
the English in co plete control of th camp. 

-xx:x-
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STALAG 2B 

{Ground Force Enlisted Men) 

The camp was situated on and half miles t•re .... .; 0f 
Hammerstein• (53°41' N. - 16°581 30" E.) west Prus-· 
s1a, on the east side ot a highway l ading to that 
city. 

In August 1943 the stalag as reported s n wly open d 
to pri~ates of the u.s ground forces with a strength 
ot 451. The Hamm rat in installation acted a a head
quarters for work detachments in the region and s ld 
hou ad mor than one-fifth ot the PW credited to it. 
Thu at the nd of May 1~44, although the stren th 

a listed a 4807, only 1000 of these wer in th n~ 
elosure. At it p ak in January 1945, the camp 
strength was put t 7200 Americ ns, with some 5315 ot 
th out on nine ajor kommando companie hieh 1n 
turn were subdi ided a follows· 

Company Lauenb rg - 65 kammando - 1900 m n 
Company Stol - 40 kommando - 750 men 
C p nyRumm 1 b rg- 28 kamm ndo - 550 men 
c pany Kosl1n - 2 kommandos - 450 m n 
Company lk nb r - 15 kammandos - 315 men 
Company J'a trow - 25 kOl'Qmandos - 450 men 
Company Dt .Kron - 20 kanmando - 550 men 
Company Schlochau - 12 kommandos - 200 m n 
Company Neu Stettin • 15 kammandos - 350 men 

The camp sprawled over 25 acres surrounded by the usual 
two barbed-wir~ fenc s. Additional barbed-wir fences 
ror.med compounds and sub-compounds. Ten thousand Rus
sians lived in th East Compound, hile the other 
nationalities - 16,000 French, 1600 Serbs, 900 Belgians -
and th .Americans wer s gr ated by nationalities in 
the North Compound. Within th American enclosure were 
the playing fi ld, -orkshops, dispensary, showers and 
delouser. At times more then 600 men were quartered in 
each Of the three ingle-story barra~ks 15 yard wide 
end 60 yards long, made available to th Americans, Al
though this result d in extremely crowded conditions, it 
contr~sted well with the Russian barracks which held as 
many as 1000 PW piece. Barracks were di Vl.d.ad in two 
by a c nt r washroom which had 20 taps. Water fit for 
drinking was vailable at ell hours except durin ~f's 
last two months ~ hen 1 t wa turned off for part of the 
day. Bunks re the regulation PW tripl -dee r type 
ith excelsior mattresses and one Germ n blanket (plus 

two from the Red Oro s) for e ch. In the fr6nt and 
rear of each ba racks as a urinal to be used only at 
night. Thr toves urnishad what heat here was for 
the front half or each barrack, and two for the rear 
half. The fu l ration Tas 1 ay in ufficient. nd in 
Dec ber 1944 wa cut to it 11-time low of 12 kilos 
of coal per stove per day. On arm day , t~e Germ n 
withheld part of the tu 1 ration. 
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Pvt. Harry Galler was M.an of Confidence from Augt~ct 
1943 until J"uly 1944, •~Jben the Germans refused to ne:(· 
gotiate With him b~cau.se ·the:, .. nco. c.U S1~0V9!'ed he 'Wdf?. 

Jewish. Pvtl' Gall~r u:[~t/:-:.o\.l·';es the Ge:rmar- dj sccve-::y 
to the acti-;).tie.· ~~:r a purportedly Br:l ~ish FJ[ wl:J.O call d 
himself Pvt., TJeorLard B:. Cornt·rall out con:'ld 1d t.hat his 
real name was Leonard B. England. This nan vr'3.s a·~tive
ly anti-Semitic, posses~ed a list of }~e~ican ?N who 
were Jews, spoke fluent German and seemed on f~iendly 
terms i th th German staff. He was suspe3ted by scm 
PW of being a German stool-pigeon planted in camp to 
er ate di san ion. 

With th resignation ot Pvt. Galler, M/Sgt., John M. 
~ n becam MOO - a position he held until hi e -
cape from a marching column on 13 April 1945. Other 
members ot the permanent camp at ff were: 

Adjutant: M/Sgt. Robert Ehalt 
Red Cross R prase tative: Pfc. Gunnar Drangsholt 
Mail NCO: S/Sgt. Edward Volberding 
Person l Pareel D1 tributor: S/Sgt. Stephen Novak 
Recr tional Supplies: Pvt. Henry Wintjen 
Educational Department: S t. John Dixon 

Prete tant Chaplain: 

Catholic Representative: 
edical Orficera: 

Sgt. Eastburn Maynor 
Cpl Alfred c. Carroll 
Pvt. Bruce Me ds 
Pvt. Thomas McGovern 
Capt. Wilbur McKee 
Capt. Henry Wynsen 
Capt. John Moorman 
Capt. Loui alerno 
Dr. Buls (Belgian) 

A Security C~~ittee also e isted. 

MOO of the nine major kommando companies were: 

Lauenberg: 
Stolp: 
Rummelsberg 
~&slin 
Falkenberg: 
Jestro : 
Dt.Krone: 
Schlochau: 
Neu Stettin: 

Cpl. John Kuntz 
S/S t. Jacob G. Schick 
Pfc. Paul Sapsara 
Sgt. Warren Mason 
Cpl. Kenneth Castor 
Prt. Frank DeLuca 
1st Sgt. Leonard Fleharty 
Pvt. Arnold Trautman 
Pvt. ilton Bartelt 

Although th German eamnandant s emed correct in his 
attitude toward American , it is unlikely that th 
extreme severity of some of his underlin s could have 
existed without h a kno ledge and consent. 

Oberstleutnant Von Bernuthz 
Oberst Von Keppler: 
Oberstleutnant Segars: 
Hauptmann Springer! 
H uptmann Giesel: 
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Hauptmann Wagner: 
Unterotfizier Krause: 
F ldwebel Kohler: 
Unteroffizier Wendorf: 

m.ICTED 

Medical Offic r 
Chief Censor 
Lager NCO 
Kommando NCO 

Of the Germans listed, only the medical officer was 
liked by PW. The censor was disliked to an extreme, 
and FN hated Springer, Wendorf and Kohler all three 
of whom ware described as Nazi fanatics ho enjoyed 
wreaking hardships on Americans. Springer is held to 
be responsible for the killing of men on kammandos. 

~eatment was worse at Stalag 2B than at any other 
eamp in Germany established for American PW before 
the Battle of the Bulge. Earshness at the base 
stalag degenerated into brutality and outright murde 
on om of the kommandos. Beatings of Americans on 
kanmandos by th ir German overs ers were too numerous 
to list, but reeords sho that 10 Americans in work 
detachm nts are shot to death by their captors. 

In the fall or 1943, when Hauptman Springer was seek-
ing men for work details, Am rican NCOs and medical 
corpsmen tated that according to the Geneva Convention 
they did not have to work unles they volunteered to d 
so, and they chose not to volunteer. At this, the 
German stated that he did not care about the terms of 
the Geneva Convention and that he would change the rules 
to suit himself. Thereupon, he demanded that the PW 
in question fall into line and give their names and 
numbers for kornmando duty. When the .Americans insisted . 
on re using, Hauptmann S~ringer ordered a bayonet 
charge against th~n. At the German g ards' obvious 
disinclination to carry out the command. Hauptmann 
Springer pushed one of the ards toward an American, 
with the result that soon all PW were forced to line up 
as ordered. 

Typiual of the circumstances surrounding the shootings 
are the e~ents connected with the deaths of Pre. Dean 
Halbert and Pvt. Franklin Read. On 28 August 1943. 
these two soldiers had been assigned to a kommando at 
Gambin. in the district of Stolp, While working in the 
fields. they asked permission to leave their posts for 
the purpose of relieving themselves. They remained 
away from their work until the ~:o k detachment guard be
came susp cious and went looking fo~ them. Some time 
later he returned them to the place wher they had been 
working and reported the incident to his superior. 
Both of the kommando guards were then instructed to es
cort the Americans to th kammando barracks. Shortly 
after they had departed, several shots were heard by 
the rest of the Americans on the work detachment. 
Pre ently the t'o guards returned and report d that 
both Pte. Halbert nd Pvt. Reed had baen shot to death 
for attempting esca9.e. The guards then ordered other 
Ameri n ~ to carry the bod1es t the barracks. 
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On nother komman o, th Germans shot d kille 0 
Americana stripped them a d placed the bodies ·n the 
latrine, where they lay for two day serving s a 
warning to other FW. 

Eight of th killings took place in the latter months 
ot 1943, one in y 1944 and one in December 1944~ In 
almost every case the r ason given by the Ger.mans tor 
the shootings was "attempt d escape." Witnesses, ho -
aver, contradict the German reports and state that the 
shootings were not duty b t clear c es of murder. 

From the Germans, P 1 received daily 300 grams of coarse 
bread and 500 gram of potatoes; twice week y they re
ceived 300 grams of meat and 20 grams of margarine; 
once a wee they drew 50 grams of cheese; marmalade was 
issued sporadically, All these rations were found in 
the mid-dey meal, which we always in the form of soup. 
The breakfast rat·on consisted solely of ersatz coffee. 
There as no supper. 

To supplement the mea er German diet, PW rell.ed on Red 
Cross food. From 19 September 1943 until 1 November 
1944. one parcel per man was issued each week, From 1 
Nov~bcr until 1 January 1945, the parcel distribution 
was cut to o~1e-half parcel per man per reek because of 
an insufficient stock. Durlng December 1944 and January 
1945, however, carloads of parcels, Christmas parcels 
included, totaling 101,000 were received. In late Janu
ary five carloads of parcels were received from Stalag 
Luft 4 where the Germa s said there was no room or the 
Later the MOO of St lag Luf't 4 stated that he had never 
approved the shipment. 

Parcels were stored in the lager reserve in Hammerstein 
and in the headquarters of the variou kommando companies. 
In the stalag proper, they were kept within the 'Green 
Post" compound, between the .l~orth and East camps. Many 
of the parcels arriving at the r ilro d s ation were 
broken open. Whether this damage was due to ro gh hand 
ling in transit or to German pilferin could not b de
termined. On 19 January 1945, 46,000 parcels ere on 
hand. One month later there were none. The German oom
P ent had confi cated 6000, the ebrmacht 2000, civil~ 
ians stol 400 and the rest were iven to evacuating 
Americans and other fl eing nations ties passing through 
the area. During this period five carloads (13,500 par
cel ) d stined either for Stalag 2B or 2D were never 
received. Their di appearance may be attributed either 
to Gar an looting or Allied air attack on trains. 

Health wa surprisingly good. Aside f om m·nor ailment 
such as diarrhea or grippe, the main illnes es were 
malaria, ~rom which orne 100 men suf er Q, and diphtheria, 
which struck a maximum of five men a month. 

Medical supplies i the laza:ret were oefully short, PW 
receiv d no stocks f om the Red Cross until Jun 194 , 
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when they got tew pare ls in r ponse to two tel -
grams sent without lmowledge of the Germans, Pvt. 
Drangsholt. the R d Cross representative in camp, had 
twice been able to ·r S\ntzerland when on business 
outside the stalag. Within eeks after the first 
tel gram had been sent • medical suppli s ''lero flO'wn 
to camp. Among the most needed drugs were quinine, 
atabrine and asp rino Previous to this time, the Ger
mans had refused .to pass on the American medical effi
e r's requisitions, saying that he did not need the 
suppl es~ For example, •hen he asked for 1000 pheno-
barbitol tablets, th rmans would give him 10 say 
he now had a supply and would get some more only when 
his current supply was exhausted. Furthermore, the 
Germans disliked sending telegrams to the Red Cross in 
Switzerland for such telegrams gave the ~mprassion, they 
said, that the PVv were receiving nothing(> Yet, at times 
the Germans gave only 100 etabrine tablets to some 90 
men shaking from malaria and then claimed thct the Ameri
cans had no right to protest to Geneva about lack of 
supplies. 

Examination o~ men chosen for kommandos provided the 
American m dical officer w· a ~ eat deal of diffi
culty for the German idea of a PW s fitness for duty 
differed substantially from the Americane Captmn Mc
Kee tried to hide men ho were too sick to go out on 
work detachments and usually put them in the hospital 
after falsely diagnosing their cases a grippe or dysen
tery. Some men. always unwilling to work~ sought 
excuses to forestall their being chosen for kommanao 
duty. Th medical officer gave the e men all the help 
he could. He di not, ho ver, permit himself to aid 
malingerer to the point here it would jeopardize tlose 
who were actually sick, Ear, eye• nose. throat, menta , 
venereal and similar erious cases were sent from Stalag 
2B to other hospitals. But PW on kommando sometime 
suffer d from lack of medication and proper treatment. 

One 48-hole 1 trine, with ad quate urinal spcce, served 
as many as 1800 PW during the day ime. Si ce they 
1 eked equipment for many months, PW found it difficult 
to keep the 1 trine clean. Twice a day detail washed 
it down with hot water. 

Bath ng facilities were satisfactory. A PW could take 
three hot showers a week. The shower building was open 
eight hours a day and contained some 80 shower heads. 
en were deloused periodically. 

The clothing situation ' s always a source of contention. 
The Germans insisted they had t1e right to keep a man's 
old clothing when he was r -outfitted with Red Cross 
supplies. This made it necessary or PVT to ork in r in 
nd mud in their one and only unlform. Eventually th 

Protecting Power did see that PW ere allowed to keep 
their old clothes. 
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As in oth r camps, the Germ n never r t nded to 
supply enou h cloth and when they were c 11 d upon 
to furnish garments 1 sued wooden shoes, rag~li e 
sock , undershirts spun from processed wood and old 
oYercoat infested with bugs. The Red Cross proVided 
enough or all items except ho • OTerooats, socks, 
loves and blank s. 'nle Germans had nough blanket 

in camp to issue two per P but inst ad sent them to 
Volksstur.m troops digging trenches in the· icinity. 

In December 1944 th camp received from the Red eros 
a shipment of 2380 American unifor.m badly needed by 
1100 new arriv ls. The Germans broke all precedent 
by demanding tha the uni or.ms be Yielded to the nd 
subsequently seized them by force. French PW under 
German guard loaded trucks which ere driven out of 
camp. Although PW received a receipt for the clothing, 
they never got a satisfactory explanation. The an of 
Confidence complained to the commandant three ttmes and 
was told that the oontisoation order came from the Red 
Oros • The Protecting Power denied knowledge of eny 
such order and promised an investigation. 

Exc pt for houskeeping cho~es benefiting PW, no wo~ 
s perfor.med in the ala • All men fit to work were 

sent out to kammandos w ere conditions approXimated the 
following: 

A group of 29 Americ s ~ ere taken under gu rd to a 
huge far.m 6 kilometers from Stolp, where 12 French PW 
were already orking without guards. Americans re 
billeted in a section of a large brick-floored barn. 
Adjoining sections were occupied by pigs, cows and 
grain. PW slept on double~decker bunks under two 
blankets. The French had a small building ot their own. 
Guards lived in a small room op ning onto the Americans' 
quarters. 

Each d y the men rose at 0600 and breakfasted on Red 
Cross food and on potato soup, bread and hot water {for 
coffeee) hich they drew from the farm kitche~. At 
0630 they washed their spoons and enamelled bowls and 
ole ned their "barracks." They shav d and washed them-
selves in three large h pans filled from a single 
spigot which gave only cold \~ter. The outdoor latrine 
as a three- eater, 

At 0?00 they rode out to potato fields in horsedrawn 
~agons driven by coldly ostile German farmhands who 

would welcome the opportun ty to shoot a "la-iegie." 
Under the eyes of a watchful, armed guard they dug po
tatoes until 1130, ~hen they rode back to the farm for 
th noon meal. This consisted of Red Cross food sup
plemented by German vegetable soup. Boardin the wagons 
at 1300, PW worked until 1630. The evenin meal at 
1?00 consisted of Red Cross food and the farmers issue 
of soupp potatoes and gravy. After this meal th y could 
sit outdoors in the fenced-in pon {30 feet by eig t feet) 
until 1830. Th n the guard locked them in their section 
for he night. 
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Ori Sundays the guard p rmi tted PW to ounge or walk 
back and forth, in the "yard*' all day, but they spent 

good deal of their time scrubbing their "barracks" 
and ashing their clothing. Sunday dinner from the 
farm usually included a meat pudding and che se, 

Once a month each PW received a large Red Cross food 
box containing four regulation Red Cross parcels. 
These were transmitted to di ~ nt kammandos by rail 
and to nearby units by Wehrmacht trucks. Parcels 
were stored in the guard's room until issued. T.he 
average tour of duty on a far.m kommando last d in
definitelY. On other wo k detachments it lasted un
til the specific projeot has been completed. 

The finance officer collected $17,000 from the Am ri
cans in camp. None of this money was returned. 

P~1 who did no wo:;r;-k received no pay. Working PW r -
eeivad ?0 pfennige a day in lagergeld whieh was of 
little value since it could be spent only on knick
necks which were seldom vailable either in the stalag 
or ka.mmando headquarters. 

Each pW was furnished with two etter for.ms and four 
cards per month except for a few months when a short-
age, reputedly caused by bombing, cut the issue in 
half. Medical orderlies received double allotments. 
For.ms were not withheld as punishment. Surface mail 
to the u.s.A. averaged three and a half month's in 
transit; airmail, six weeks. Only a spot-check c nsor
ship was mad by the American staff. 

The number of incoming letters was unlimited and PW 
could retain such mail indefinitely. Surface mail 
from the u.s.A. took four months to reach camp; airmail, 
five weeks. All letters were censored at the stalag 
by ~hrmacht personnels civilians and S troops. As a 
rulet censorship was sloppy. Once a 1eek incoming mail 
as d livered to ko~~andos and outgoing mail picked up 

and brought to the camp or censoring and dispatch. 
Coromun·catlon betw en the men at the stalag and those 
on kowJUa do ~a permitted. 

Personal parcels generally arrived in good condition 
about four months after being mailed. Som of these 
pare ls, like a few of the letters, were censored in 
Berl n. ost, however, ere censored at Stalag 2B, 
where an American always witness d the censoring. Ger• 
man guards on ·o~~ detachments made a habit of stealing 
ci ar ttes from personal parcels, and at the base camp 
90,000 Old Gold and ale· h cigarettes were confiscated 
because their packages bore the slogan "Fo victory -
buy w r bonds o i! 

Morale of the Americans as e group w~s exceptionally 
high. They were always "cocky." All propaganda efforts 
by the Germans were ineffective and paradoxically lifted 
the morale of PW who had schoo ed themselves to believe 
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th exact opposite or what th y reco nized as rman 
propaganda. Discipline was good, with only a few 
PW causing trouble. ?.·1 were largely satisfied with 
their Am rican camp staff which saw that they were 
regularly fed and adequately clotl•ed. Only during 
th period of the vacuation march when P\'1 encoun
tere~ wretched quarters and lack of food did morale 
dip. 

All PW felt extremely grateful to the Red Cross for 
delivering food, clothin and medical supplies. Had 
it not been for the Red Cross, stat s the Man of Con
fidence, many more men would have died. 

The Protecting Power representative visited the camp 
quarterly and in~estigated all complaints. Although 
the visits did not accomplish much, it was felt that 
the repres ntati~e had the interes~ of ~7 at heart 
and did as much a he could for them. The May 194 
visit differed from the other in that it seemed to 
accomplish better results. Kammando killings ceased, 
xcept or one i December 1944, but whether this was 

because of the Protecting Power or coincidence is not 
knovm. 

Th YMCA provided PW .-th sports equipment, books ad 
mus cal instruments enough to earn the gratitude of 
the many men who availed themselves of recreational 
opportunitie • 

The chaplaincy in t lag 2B was initi ~ed by Pvt . 
Bruce .!eads who arrived in August 1943. hen his 
health broke down in February 1944, leading to his 
ev ntual. repatriation, he was succeeded by Cpl. Al
fred c. Carroll. At first regularly scheduled chapel 
services were held in any available barracks space. 
Later permission was granted worshippers to leave 
the American compound and use the French chapel. \~i th 
the consent of the abwe:r...r officer, Pvt. Meads began 
~he practice of v~siting one kommando each Sunday. 
Subsequently his assistant visited as many as four 
korr~ ndos per Sunday. 

Catholics atte ded regular Masses celebrated by a 
French pries • He and his assistant, Pvt. Thomas 
McGovern, visited working pa t'es twice monthly. 
Aside from the services conducted by these repre
sentatives, no organized religious activities for 
omrr£ndos existed. 

In 1943 and the spr:i.ng of 1944 !I PW we-re loc~(ed up 
in their com ound and could only walk in a 50 x 50 
yards space i::1 the rear of the three barracks occu
pied by Americans. In the summer of 1944, after one 
year in camp, eric~ns were given access to the 
athletic field situated in the center of the camp be
tween barracks #8 and #10 .. Football, so~tball, 
basketball and volley ball could be played on this 
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field simultaneously. Most equipment eame from the 
Y11CA and some came from th Germans. The sortball 
field could be used at any time in the evening after 
1700 hours; the football field, volley ball and 
basketball courts were shared with PW of other 
nationalities. 

By November 1944 some 8000 books had been received 
from the YMCA, Red Cross and European Student Relief 
Fund Sgt. Eastburn Maynor was in charge of the 
library which could be visited any time during the 
day or evening. A reference library of 2500 books 
wes maintained in addition to the 8000 voltL"neS al
ready mentioned. 

A theater built by the French was shared by all. 
Several original musical comedies were produced by 
Amer·cans, and since the theater seated only 300 men; 
five separate performances had to be given to assure 
each~~ of an opportunity to attend. At times the 
band and theater group, under guard, were permitted 
to give perfor.mances for the benefit of work detach
ments. The band numbered 18 piec.es; all inst+uments 
were sup •)lied by the YMCA or Special Services, U.s. 
Army. 

Once three groups totaling 1500 Americans were es
corted to motion pictures in Hammerstein - a privilege 
accorded PW or other nationalities. The Americans 
spruced up and wore class "A" uniforms putting German 
officers and soldiers, who were untidy, to shame. 
This was resented by Ger.man civilians and Americans 
were not taken again to the movies in Hammerstein~ 

On 28 January 1945, PVl received German instructions to 
be ready to evacuate camp at 0800 the following morn
ing. Upon receipt of these instructions. the MOC set 
up a pl3n of organization based on 25-man groups and 
200~an companies with NCOs ln charge. On the day of 
evacuation, however, PW were moved out of camp in such 
a manner that the original plan was of little assistance. 
German guards ordered PW to fall out of the barracks. 
When 1200 men had assembled on the road. the remaining 
500 were allowed to stay in the barracks. A disorgan
ized column of 1200 marched out into the cold and snow. 
The guards were considerate, and Red Cross food was 
available. After the first day, the column was broken 
down into three groups of 400 men each, with NCOs in 
charge of each gro p. 

For the next three months, the column was on the move, 
marching ·n average of 22 kilometers a day six days a 
week. Ger.ma rations were neither regular nor adequate. 
At almost every stop Sgt. MeMahan bartered coffee, 
cigarettes or chocolate for potatoes which he issued 
to the men. Bread, the most im ortant item, was not 
issued regularly. When it was needed most, it was 
never available. The soup was, as a rule, typical, 
watery German soup, but several times PW got a good, 
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thick dried-pea soup. Through the activity of some of 
the key NCOs, Red Cross food was obtained fran PW 
camps passed by the column in the march. Without it, 
it is doubtful that the majority of men could hav 
finished the march. The ability of the men to teal 
helped a lot. Jhe weather was atrocious. It always 
seemed to be either bitter cold or raining or snoWing. 
Q arters were usually unheated barns and ta les. 
sometimes they slept unsheltered on the ground; and 
sometimes they were fortunate enough to ind a heat d 
barn .. 

Except for one period when Red C=oss food was ex-
h usted and guards became surly, morale of the men re
mained at a high levelo Practically all the men shaved 
at avery opportunity and kept their appearance as neat 
as ~ sible under the circumstances. 

From time to time weak PW would drop out of the column 
and v it to be picked up by other columns which were 
on the nove. Thus at Dahlen on 6 and ? March, the 
column dwindled to some 900 American PVt. On 19 March 
at Tramm, 800 men were sent to work on kommandos, leav
ing only 133 PW who were joined a week later by the 
large kommando company from Lauenberg. On 1 3 April the 
column was strafed by four Spitfires near Dannenberg. 
Ten PW were killed. The rest of the column proceeded 
to Mar lag lOC, Westertimke, where they met .the men 
they had left behind at Stalag 2B who had left on 18 
Febru ry, reached Stalag lOB after an easy three-day 
trip and then moved to adjacent Marlag lOC on 16 April. 
West~rtimke ~~9s liber~t d by the British on 28 April 
1945. 

-XXX-
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STALAG 3B 

(Ground Force on-Commissioned Officers) 

Stalag 3B was situat d three-q~arters of a mil north
west of Furstenb rg, Germany (52.9 N- 14.42 E), which 
is 60 miles southeast of Berlin and 15 miles south ot 
Frankfurt-on-Oder. Th e!lp 1. y on the east bank or 
the Oder Spree Canal, between the canal and the rail· 
road, and was set in n agricultural region. 

As of 20 July 1944, his ground forces, enlisted men's 
camp held, out of a total of 22,522 prisoners, 290 
Americans of whom 2207 were in the comp, 27 in the in
firmary and 36 in the hospitals, including three Am ri
can doctors and 2'1 NCO , member of the aani tary per
sonnel. The remainin 600 were in work detachments. 

By 18 December 1944, the number of Americans in the 
camp and its kommandos totaled 4207t 3338 or wh~~ were 
in the base camp at Furstenberg. Of the 4207 American 
PW, 3205 were NCOs; three re American medic 1 offio rs. 

The number of rmy ground force personnel, mostly NCOa, 
continued to mount in Stalog 3B. Finally, when th& 
Germans dec~ded to move th men westward on 31 January 
1945, it had reached 5000. 

The Furstenberg csmp, a typical large stolag, serve a 
the base inst:1llotion while numerous working kommandos 
operated within a considerable dist nee. Also connect d 
with st~lcg 3B were a stalog infir cry, a stolag lazar t 
and a hospitol at Gorden. 

st log 3B ia spread out on o plain two kilam ters south
west of the railroad station, and two kilometers from o 
glass orks. The .Americon camp, which during the early 
port of 1944 consisted of six wooden bar~acks us 350 
meters from the entrance to the stolog, ct the left of 
0 central avenue. The bnrrocks were set 20 meters apart. 
perpendicularly to the central avenu • Behind thea 
barracks wns a spacious, sandy lot ~here the PW could 
walk nbout treely, ploy games or prepare indiVidual 
meals. A small borrack was located in th middle of 
this lot; it was for tle American MOO and his assistant 
and oa used s an American admin1stra ive bnrruck. 
Tb1 . smoll barrack con ist d of two rooms, one of which 
wos camfortnbly furnish d and served as the office; the 
oth r a a bedroom, with two ingl woo en beds, 

The PW barracks re divid d into two part , each hous
ing, in early 1944. 150 to 190 men or an avero e ot a 
little over 300 men per barrack In early 1945 h n 
the men were evacuated, 12 instead of si barracks w re 
provided for the Americans, ~hos ompound measu ed 300 
by 2000 feet, and 4 0 men instead of 300 lodg d in ach 

rrack. 
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Each halt of a barrack was separated fr the other 
by the lavatories, and by a small room which served 
as an individual kitch n. Tw latrine with flushing 
water w re installed at each end, but er only used 
at night. 

Situated on one side of each barrack vrere e series 
of triple-decker bunks; the other side consisted of a 
central passageway and of t bles and stools placed 
ear the windows. Ligbt was dL~ due to th feet that 

th men s clothing hung from lines stretched in all 
ir ct1ons. The berrBcks were bsolutely full; the 

cubic mount of air was sufficient, but the habitable 
sp ce ·was very inadequnte. Later on, when more PW 
moved in, 1t was necessary to remove some of the tables 
and install more bunks. 

Elect ic li~ts wee insuffici nt, making re9ding at 
night very trying on the eyes. The barracks w ra 
hea ed by mean of thr e large brick stoves for eoch 
half barrack. The quant ty of coal furnished the men 
was in ufficient, even f r mild winter weather. 

The lavatories in the center of a ch b rrnck hod 24 
runnin water faucets available at all t~es for the 
300-400 men in the barracks. Nearby were large cement 
tubs for the lnundry, but ~f had no hot water for that 
purpose. In the corn r of this central laundry, was a 
stove used exclusively for the pre aration of individu
al dishes. 

The kitchen was spacious ~nd well lighted, but lacked 
utensils. 

An odditionnl bnrrock served cs a recreation hall. 
theatre, church and library. This barrack was entirely 
built with material from the Red Cross: crotes, paper, 
cans, etc. 

Three different nlisted men held th position of MOO 
at Stnlog 3B, servin their terms in the following 
order: MjSgt. Clyde M. Bennett, S/Sgt. Arthurs. Taylor 
and S/Sgt. Joseph c. Gasperich. Sgt. Taylor reli ~ed 
Sgt. Bennett in May 1944 when the latter dep rted from 
onmp. Sgt. Gasperich fell heir to the pos·tion in 
August 1944, and served up to nnd including the evacua
tion of the camp. edicol officers present in the 
stole ere Capt. Sidney Brockman, ho later left, 1st 
Lt. Henry • Hughes and 1st Lt. Stanley M. Awronuk, who 
come in from kommon o to re l oe Capt. Brockman. Cpl. 
He man Foster was pl eed in charge of Red Cros parcels. 
An American enlisted man, Sgt. Richard M. Gray, acted as 
chaplain in he American compound, while a Polish p dr 
s rv d s chaplain for the entire camp. Capt. Louis 
S lerno also served as a medical of icer t this camp 
for a t e. ~. 
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Ca~ Commandant at Stalag 3B was Oberst Blau, rtile 
Oberleutnant Gross served as Lager Officer and Feld
webel Schoen as Lager NCO. The Oberst was an old-
line German soldier, rarely seen by PW. Gross, five 
feet nine inches, 140 pounds, thin, hatchet-faced, 
famine in appearance and speech, intensely hated by 
Americans because he constantly bedevilled them. He 
sometimes kept them out for two hours on appel, hailed 
them out of the barracks just when they were about to 
eat, and confiscated their food end cigarettes on 
shallow pretexts. Sohoen, five feet eight inches, 170 
po~~ds, heavy-set, black hair, black-bearded, rough
faced, was reported by PW as a vicious person. 

Hauptmann Winkler was the camp security officer. Major 
Wolfe, the medical Officer, rarely had anything to do 
with PW. The recreation officer, Lt. Von Fricken, was 
five feet, 11 inches tall, 35 years old, slim, suave 
and brown-haired. He spoke excellent English. He ap
peared to be in charge of theatrical activities and said 
he made frequent trips to other camps. He told Ameri
cans that he had managed a W. T. Grant store in an 
eastern state and that he was forced to enter the Wehr
macht while visiting Germany. He cursed the Germans 
while talking to the PV1 and although he was sometimes 
openly rid1culed by tne PW, who did not sal te him nor 
come to attention when he entered their barracks. he 
apparently did not ask that they be disciplined. Some 
PW could not decide whether he was a German or American 
spy. Von Fricken also told another story: He had 
represented the Gestapo for 12 years ~n the United States, 
and boasted that he got out of the country two days be
fore the FBI would have caught him. 

It v1as reported that Hau tmann Winkler, Oberst Blau and 
Lager Officer Gross never abided to a great degree by 
the Geneva Convention. They always claimed that they 
were giving the P\'f all that the German High Command per
mitted them and would take orders and recommendations 
from no one else except the High Command. 

The PW had difficulty in submitting themselves to the 
extromel~ strict ~ ci line of the camp. German camp 
authorities, from the commandant down to the !~nest
ranking officer, were very narrow-minded and obstinate 
to all proposalS with regard to an easier xunning o 
the camp. lt was, therefore, difficult for the PW to 
acclimate themselves. 

The most serious problem encountered by the P~ in Sta1ag 
3B was undoubtedly that of the ontinua r p~tixio 
searches and t _e confiscation of such articles as ciga
rettes, clothing and food. 

There were no atrocities. 

In early 1944 there were no serious compla1nts about the 
food ration. Cooking was done by Americans who did a 
good job in accordance with American taste. In addition 
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to the German rations, PO received a regular supply 
of Red Cross parcels, amounting to one per man per 
week. Food at this time was plentiful and PW appeared 
well nourished. 

Meals were prepared under the supervision of an Ameri
can NCO who was held in great esteem by the other PW. 
At first, when Red Cross parcels had not yet been re 
ceived at the camp, the basic food rations furnished 
by the American authorities were carefully weighed by 
the American head cook, but when Red Cross pare ls be
gan to arrive the German rations were no lo~r weighed. 
However, the rations veri d little at this time, except 
ror sugar and potatoes which at times were reduced in 
quantity by one-third. 

The average Ger.man basic food ration for two weeks and 
for 26 men was as follows: 

Meat 
Margarine 
Cheese 
Bread 
Sugar 

8,500 gr. 
10,025 gr. 

,485 gr. 
12,090 gr. 
10 1400 gr. 

Marm lade 
Pastes 
Cereals 
Potatoes 

8,050 gr. 
2;510 gr. 

935 gr. 
728,000 gr. 

PW complained ot the poor quality of the potatoes, ot 
which 20-4<>% frequently had to be thrown away. Further
more, oftentimes peas received by the PW ere inteste 
with worms. 

In the kitchen th re was a stove ~hich sad exclusively 
for preparing individual meals. This stove as added 
by the camp commandant to make up for the insufficient 
number of individual stoves in the barracks. The 1 ck 
of dishes, forks and knives was noticeable. however, 
the PW did not complain greatly over this and manu
factured their own utensil~. 

During the latter part of 1944, the following meals 
could generally be provided each day from the German 
rations: ersatz tea or coffee for breakfast, a litre 
of soup for dinner, a dry ration of about one-half pound 
loaf of bread divided among six men and a pound of 
margarine for 30 men, together with a few potatoes. 
This amounted to about six potatoes, three spoonfuls 
of sugar, three spoonfuls of jam and 300 grams of bread 
per man per week (an average loaf of bread weighed 1500 
grams). In addition, the Germans issued dehydrated 
rutabaga soup five times a week, potato soup one a 
week and grain or vegetable soup once a week. Thes 
dehydrated soups were frequently full of maggots. 

During the period 10 September to 18 December 194 , the 
~~received only one Red Cross parcel each. Aside from 
rare next-of-kin parcels, they lived solely on German 
rations which had deteriorated to rutabaga soup, bread, 
potatoes (12 to a man per week), and ersatz coffee or 
tea. They were constantly hungry and the food situ tion 
was not alleviated until 18 December when each PW re
cei ed one parcel and thereafter a half parcel a week. 
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In December 1944, the Germans co~~enced dumping the 
Red Cross food parcels out of the c ns into dishes. 
The Germans controlled this proc ure while the Ameri
cans watched, and five Germans 11ere intercepted r>teal
ing chocolate, r isins and cigarettes from the parcel • 
Each barrack le er assigned his own men on detail to 
watch and after that nothing was stolen. A protest to 
the Protecting Power was lOdged on the o ening of the 
parcels, but the Swiss replied that the Germans were 
within their rights as the contents of the parcels were 
given to P1'f in an edible state. During this time, the 
commandant would not permit a prisoner to receive his · 
cigarettes from his next-oi'-kin parcels. The cigarettes 
were removed from the NOK parcels and placed into a 
storeroom and distributed three packs weekly along with 
five packs from the Red Cross parcels. However, no PW 
was to have more than five packs of cigarettes in his 
possession. 

Private cooking was hampered through lack of fuel and 
·the fact that the stoves were too large and practically 
useless for cooking. 

Food was sufficient when backed up with Red Cross par
cels but the men endured hardships if this supplement 
was lacking- One PW had the foll~~ing to say regarding 
the German ration: "A lot of us became s1.ck from eating 
rotten food but we had to eat to live. They fed us lots 
less than wa could eat." 

In September 1943. after the ~l received Red Cross par
cels, they experienced their first "shake-dovm" inspec
tion by the Germans. The pretext was that PW had too 
many cans of coffee and too many cigarettes and had 
supposedly started a black market among the citizens of 
Furstenberg, who in turn shipped supplies to the Berlin 
black market. Th.;.s was untrue but the Germans confisca
ted all cans of coffee in excess of one can per man, 
cigarettes in excess of two packs and any extra quantity 
of margarine and meat. A month later, the same thing 
occurred and any extra coffee and food was confiscated. 
During tnese searches the guards stole many articles 
not supposed to be confiscated. 

On 31 January 1945, the PN were evacuated from Stalag 3B. 
They were provided with no food at the beginning of the 
march or the following day when they stopped at their 
first bivouac area. They received no food until the 
afternoon of the third day when they received one-fifth 
of a loaf of bread per man. Throughout the march they 
were given very little water and for two days thy had 
no water whatsoever. For the entire seven days of tha 
march they drew one and one-quarter loaf of bread per 
man and one-eighth of a #2! can of c eese for eight men 
at one time. This was the entire Ger.man ration for the 
march. 

In May 1944, follav1ing an unsuccessful escape ettempt, 
Gestapo agents visited Stalag 3B and staged a thorough 
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search. P ~ wer kept outside quarters during the 
search and ·~hen they returned to the barracks they 
discovered t hat food had been rem.o"\"'ed from mar:.y of the 
Red Cress parcels. This food was not returnedu 

Fi~st Lt. Henry W. Hughes and 1st Lt. Stanley Ma Awra
mik were in charge of the camp's infirmary. Lto Hughes 
was permitted daily to visit the American patients at 
the camp's lazaret where the patients were attended by 
American medical orderlies Conditions at the lazaret 
were said to te quite satisfactory though there was no 
definite ward or bed space reserved for the Americans. 
All the surgical work . s performed by a Russlan P\Al 
surgeon who was very capablee Other American doctors, 
Capt. Sidney Broc~nan and Capt. Louis Salerno, also 
served at Stalag 3B. 

German drug and medical supplies were rationed and 
Americans had to use principally Red Cross supplies. 
Dental facilities were insufficient, "th only one 
dentist, an Italian, in charge of the entire camo. 
There was a lack of materi 1, especially for fiiiings. 
The men had difficulty in being treated as there was 
always a long waiting list. 

All mental cases from Stalag 3B were sent to the mental 
hame at Gorden near Braunschweig. The Senior American 
Medical Officer, Lt. Hughes, was permitted regular 
visits to the hospital to ascertain the well-being of 
the patie!lts. 

In December 944 a new military hospital, consisting of 
three nt;; brick and cement barracks, was made availabl 
in the camp. The surgical installation was complete, 
,nth ooms for dressing wounds, septic and antiseptic 
operation rooms, consultation room, laboratoiiea, phar
macy and lounge for doctors and members or the sanitary 
personnel. The only complaint concerning the military 
hospital was that the rooms were inadequately heated, 
except for the room of po t-operative cases and the 
one occupied by fever patients. In December 1944, 90 
patients were in the military hospital, including a few 
serious cases (1 case of perforating appendicitis, 1 
case of chronic nephritis and 1 case of tuberculosis of 
the bones); stomach ulcers were common in the stalag. 
The large number of anemia cases was due, according to 
the doctor, to undernourishment. Tonics for the under
nourished as well as milk for the fever patients were 
needed. Cases of gastritis, cholecystitis and rheu
matism ' ere also freouent. 

A small apidenuc of diphtheria broke out in the camp in 
November 1944. In December 1944, there were three 
diphtheria patients and six germ carriers. 

In conclus~on, it can be said that the health of the 
men at Stalag 3B was good, and that the cooperation 
between the Germans ana. the American doctors in caring 
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tor p tients was excellent. There was pr ctically no 
interference from th Germans with regard to the actual 
medical attendance and nursing of the sick in the camp. 
Although at times the medical supply was low • it lways 
proved to be sufficient. 

In February 1944 the clothing situation in the base 
camp was good, due mostly to the arrival of shipm nts 
from the Red Cross. At this time, hmvever, men on 
labor detachments were in need of clothing, such as 
working outfits. Each man owned a uniform an a faw .. ex-
tra pieces. The same held true fQr the labor detach
ments, but in this case, extra clothing was necessary. 
Each man also owned a pair of shoes; a second pair was 
issued only when the first pair was obviously beyond 
wear. 

In November 1944, PW felt they needed 2000 blanket , 
8000 pairs of wool socks, 1500 pairs small-sized shoes• 
4000 pairs of gloves and 1000 pairs of shoe soles, 
leather, nails and heels. They complained at this 
time of the confiscation of American clothing by the 
Germans in Septamber, when 181 articles of clothing 
were discovered missing after a German search. The camp 
commandant stated that the clothing. and other articles 
confiscated, had came into the camp illegally and were 
justly confiscated. Furthermoret it was reported by 
the MOC that military clothing (jackets and trousers) 
were confiscated by the German security department from 
men arriving from other stalags, before admittance to 
Stalag 3B. The commandant stated that the clothing 
which was confiscated was excessive to the clothing 
marked on the men's clothing cards and that it must be 
con 1dar d as illegally obtained. 

Clothes were taken from the warehouses of the Americans 
on the pretext that they must serve to clothe prisoners 
newly arrived at transit camps. The followin objects 
were confiScated on 18 November 1944: .1604 belts, 340 
pairs of stockings, 221 hirts, 517 s eaters, 1200 wool 
caps and 1140 shoe laces. The Americans had to turn 
over 1000 coats on 25 November 1944. On 4 December hey 
were asked for 1000 pairs of shoes. After bargaining 
it was finally decided that they had to turn over to 
the Germans 100 pairs of shoes and 80 packages of rood. 

During early December the Germans reauested the Americans 
to elinquish their field jacke s. When the Americans 
r fused the Germans backed up their demands with entrane 
into camp of reserve soldiers who together with the 
guards fixed bayonets and fired some shots into the air, 
However, almost simult neous1y the ~1, ollowing th 
orders of MOC Gasperich who had been warned or the ex
pected seizure, ripped and tore the jackets beyond use 
because it was suspected the enemy wanted them for their 
own soldiers. 
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Generally speaking, at th"s time (in spite of the 
seizures) the c\merican PW were well equipped; they 
lacked only coats and small tunics~ In summary, it 
can be said that the PW were properly clothed at all 
t1mes, but it m~s~ oe notea t a ilie rmans a~ not 
issue any clothing ana that the men were kegt warm 
only by the Red Cross clothing shipments into the 
camp a 

Five kon~ando detachments were dependent on Stalag 3B. 
In February 1944, 668 soldiers were employed in the 
construction of a po~er plant at No. 1 (Trattendorf); 
14 volunteer NCOs were doing agr1cultural work at 
No. 2 (Schorbus); 6? soldiers were digging, building 
embankments and doing similar work for German rail
roads at No. 3 (Markisch-Heide); 27 NCOs were doing 
agricultural work at No. 4 (Schuhlen); and 14 NCOs 
ere employed in agriculture at No. ? (Reitz). 

All NCOs were working voluntarily; no pressure was 
applied to make them work on kommandos. In the base 
camp, only the members of the sanitary personnel and 
a few hundred volunteers worked. Work was the hardest 

t Kommandos No. 1 and No. 3, where civilian overseers 
wera sometimes extremely harsh. 

Whether at the base camp or at the kommando , worker 
received a minimum of ?0 pfennings per day. 
bers of the sanitary personnel received 30 mar s er 
month; the senior medical officer 96 marks. These 
amounts corresponded to German army pay, but were paid 
in ''lagergeldn instead of German currency. The print
ing of the "lagergeld" stopped in the fall of 1944, hen 
amounts due FW were supposedly credited to their c- · 
counts by the German Finall e Of:fic • 

American PW received two letter for.ms and four postcards 
each month. There was no limit to the number of letters 
they could recei~e. Medical officers and members of the 
sanitary personnel were entitled to t~ice the amount 
above~entioned. Letter~ took from three to four months 
to reach the United States after leaving the camp, and a 
reply took approximately the same length of time. The 
correspondence was censored in Berlin; the period of 
time elapsing between the arrival of a letter and its 
release by censorship was not in excess of a week. 

In November 1944, all outgoin PVv mail was stopped or 
a fortni ht because one Amer~can had written an anony
mous letter to a false address, insulting the German 
Reich, its Fuht"er and the camp eut.hori ties'9 · As this 
man's na.'Tl.e was never disclosed to the Germans the 
whole canp v1as punished by the above-mentioned measure 
taken by ca:np au tilori ties • 

Americans complained most about the fact that their 
families were regularly sending NOK packages and yet 
comparatively few were received during their 1ncarcera• 
tion. 
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orale in Stala 3B was good. PW re sat1stied ith 
th way the camp was being run by th ir elected offi
cers, and eagerly awaited the dat ot liberation. As 
they were sure of an Allied victory, it can be said 
that the major detriment to their morale ~as the oc
casional lack of food. 

~e American Red Cross and the YMCA perform d an ad~ 
mirable task in looking after the welfare of the Amari• 
can PW. Art, sporting and recreational equipment 
furnished to the PW by the YMCA iSS gratefully ccept d 
end put to good use. Morale was boosted by mas ages 
transmitted from their families to PW by the YMCA dele
gates. 

Red Cross rood kept the men from going hungry; and Red 
Cross clothing, from freezing. Influenza would have 
been widespread among the men in the Winter bad not the 
Red Cross suppli d the PW both ith blankets and medi
cine • 

Approximately every three months, delegat a of the 
International Red cross and the Protecting Power visit d 
the camp, at which time they made investigations of the 
conditions nd listened to the complaints or the ~1. 
Stron protests were made to the Germans hen room w 
found for improvement in the existing conditions. Many 
attempts were made to better~~ life. even though same
times the delegates were powerless to aid the Americans. 
Repr sentatives made reports to the State Department on 
the care of our PW by the Detaining Power. 

"'' 11 never forget the Red Cross or the YMCA" ( common · 
statement of gratitude made by the PW at Stalag 3B}, i 
testimonial to the1I interest in the elfara of American 
PW. 

One barrack pro~ded space for a theatre at one end, a 
chapel on the other and a library in the center. The 
inside of the chapel was built entirely by the PW with 
material from the Red Cross; crates, pape1, cans, etc. 
The chapel was attractively decorated by numerous PH 
draftsmen and painters. 

A Polish Catholic priest, Father Walter Samolawiez, in
terned t Ilag 7Z (Tittmoning}, held divine services at 
the camp Private Richard Gray, a member of the sanitary 
personnel, acted as Protestant chaplain. PW were quite 
sati 1"1 d vrith this arrangement. 

Germans never interfered ·th religious activities. 

As mentioned above, a large barrack housed a theatre, 
a library and a chapel. Concerts and lectur s ere held 
in this building. The library contained 10,800 boo s, 
manY of which were sent to labor detachments. Cpl Ed-
~ard P. Tryor 1~a librarian. 
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Exercise was obt~ined through occasional walks, base
ball, football, basketball, volleyball and other 
sports, equipment for which was furnished by the YMCA. 
Indoors, PW played table tennis, cards, checkers and 
other games. They establish d a glee club and choir 
as well as a 1?-piece orchestra. Instruments were 
furnished by the YMCA. Original productions ~ere pre
sented semi-monthly or monthly in the theatre built by 
the PW. Twice-weekly quiz contests helped to enlivsn the 
monotonous routine. Art equipment was also furnished by 
the YMCA for those ho desired to work elong that line. 

Educational courses were offered in German, Agriculture 
and Spanish fo1· the benefit of the • The school, he -
e~er, was not well attended. 

Until late 1944, boer could sometimes be bought by PW 
at the canteen, which usually was very low on other stock. 

On 31 January 1945, ;>000 PW from Stalag 3B were marched 
west on ~vo hours' notice. They had not expect d the 
mov • Roads were j nnned with refugees and troops, and 
PW at Stalag 3B had expected to be left there until 
overrun by the Russians . At 1500 hours they were told 
to be ready to move in two hours. Actually, it was 
three or four hours later before they left .he camp, 
and then they spent two more hours outside before the 
movement got underway. Each man had one-half of a Red 
cross parcel issued three or four days before the march 
started, but no food wos on hand ot the start of the 
march. Although ample stocks of Red Cross parcels were 
kept at Guben, a few miles away, the Germans made no ef
fort to bring th~ to Stalag 3B for distribution. On 
the first day the coltunn m rched until 1700 hours, 1 Feb
ruary, 24 consecutive hours from the time they had been 
alerted to move. This long march as maue through snow, 
ice and deep puddles. PW were then jammed into small 
barns to sleep. The next seven days they completed t eir 
march to Stalag 3A Luckanwalde}, 108 k·lometers west of 
Furstenberg, arriving 7 February 1945. For food durin 
the march they had a total of one-hal4 loaf of bread end 
one-half pound of cheese per man plus one ration of oup 
distributed once to one-half the men. Horse carts fol
lowed the column and picked up PW too sick to keep up 
with the column. On the march the gua~ds re guilty of 
no brutality, and sympathized with PW. 

The PW remained in S a lag 3A until 22 pril, wh the 
was 'beret by thaF ssians. Sta ag 3A was 

"""-tu_::_::cr_...n~-e'·~d--- over to the Americans on 6 May at which time Lt •. 
Col. "!falter M. 0 kes and a Col. Herte o the American 
P·'l took over the camp. 

-x:r:x-
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:JT.ALAG ?A. 

(Ground Force Enlisted Hen 
Air Force Officer Ev~cuees) 

st··l::;g 7A vms in Br:vcrit=J 35 kilometers northerst 
of 1 unich end one kilometer north of Hoosbur 
(48°27' North Lctitud~, 11°57' E·st Longitude). 

This inst~ll~tion ~ervLd S6Vtr~l purposes: It 
was the cemp for NCO's of the u. s. Air Fo ce 
until 13 October 1943 when nll 1900 were truns-
1'orrod to Stt.l 17B. It V.Jes the trcnsi t c "nlP 
from which officers end men of thu ground forces 
captured in Africa ond Itely were routed to p·r
m8uent ct mps. It wus hcmd'-luurters for fVorking 
p·rti~s of ground force priv£tes \to numb~red 
2?0 it Suptember 1943, dropped to nil the follow
ing montl and rose to 1100 in July 1944. A Ger
many collcpsed in tLc spring of 194o, it bccume thu 
fin~l guth~ring plLce for no r~w~r th~n ?948 of
ficers Llld 6944 enlisted ~n moved from other Fw 
ccmps. 

3ituat~d in e fl~t ~rca surrounded by hills, th~ 
cc~p wus roughly [ s~uur~ aiviued into th_dc mein 
compounds which in turn w~r~ subdivioud into 
smell s tock<;..des. Tnc .1~ordl~ger ht.:ld nt..wly 
erri ved H two d:..ys vJhilc thuy ~t-re s~~rched, 

medic lly examined nd delous~d. The 1uedl g~r 
held only Russi~ls. Thu H·uptla~er hous~d Ft 
of other n·.tion li tit;S - French, Polish, Ju o
slO'' (S(,rb), British <nd Am ... rican. Although 
nc-.tionr-lities were segrc:g· t~;d by compouna.s, intor
com~unicution existed. No ~ffort w·s mrdL to ku0p 
trcnsit:.nt .Americcn Pl.'V" fron. tho porm~nent inmates. 
seven guard tO\"iOrs end thu usu"'l doublE: b·,rbc::d 
wire fence formed the cemps perim~ter. 

:aorr cl,.s WLrv rect ,1 gule1r wooden buildings i
vidGa into two sections, A' a B, by"' Ct;ntr<l 
room usC;d for VJusr.1ing f'nd et. ting. In it \1 re a 
wat~r faucot, and wat r pump and some tables. 
Th barracks ctief and assistant had a sr~ll 
cornt-r room to th0roscl ves. p~r slept on triplc-

eck wouden bunks and gunny-sa k mattrussus fillt-d 
v~i th e,xc~lsior. Gradually th nu.rnbor of mE<n p~r 
barracks increased from 180 to 400. I~en sl\.,;pt on 
tablt.-s, floors and the ~:>round. 

BE.cau e of thL camp's shifting population, lt...aders 
WfJrO Cuanged frcl:i_Uently • Among them Wbr~j: 

1100 Cpl. CharlLs Dara~us F runry 1943 
l.LO .. S/Sgt. I!;arl Benson .1v1arc 1 1943 
hO S/Sgt. Clyde ~1. Bennett .r.1arcl 1943 
HOC S/S t. Kunnt. th J. I"urtunbach July-Oct 19 3 
HOC 11/Sgt. John H. BeHar an June-S8pt 1943 
~roc S/Sgt. James P. Caparcl Oct 19~±3 - Feb 1944 
1 OC T/~gt. Philip :. Beeman Fvb 1944 - J pr 1945 
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GE;rman 
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Treatment 

SAO ca·l. A. Y. Smith (l' .. AF) 
SAO Col. Paul R. GoodG 

Feb - Mar 1945 
April 1945 

Chap~lai lst Lt. Eugene L. Daniel Feb 1944 - Apr 45 

Major Fred B. Beaumont, M~:::dical corns 
CPJptain Gordan Keppel, 11edical Corp; 
Captain Louis Salerno, Hedical Corps 
1st Lt. Jamus Godfrey, Iiedical Corps 
captain Garrold h. 1Jung0ster, Medical Corps 

The guard \Vas drawn from the Fourth Company of tht::: 
512th Landt-schuE:tzcn Battalion. Four offic0rs end 
200 men v~er~;; e ployE:d on gt.:neral uuties. Ton son
dcrfuehrt.:rs with the rank of officers acted as 
int~rpret~rs. Twenty civilian m~n and 20 civilian 
women wer~ employ~d as clerks in the camp. This 
compl m nt -was incrl,jased in J•pril 194:,) with the 
arrival of tr..o bntire caup staff 5nd guarG. personnel 
of stalag Luf~ 3, Nurnb~rg. Control of thE: camp, 
howt;ver, remalned in the hands of th~ regular 
stalag 71-. staff: 

commandant 
Asst. Commandant 
s~curity officer 
Doctor 
Lager officer 
Parcel officer 

- Obc.rs t Burgor 
- Oberstleutnant Wohler 
- Hauptman Bauml~r 
- Ob~rf~ldarzt Dr. Zcitzl0r 
- Hauptman Malheuim 
- sonderfuohrcr Kluge 

It has been report~d by some PW that Burger, Ual
heuim and Kluge, a fanatic of the worst sort, were 
shot throe clays after thE:. camp's liberation. 

6
rman treatmt..nt v~as barely correct. In addition 

to harsh living conditions cau& d by extremu over
crowding, inst~nc~s of mistiuatmont occtisionally 
crop ~d up. Thus, at onu time thv r~naans tried 
to segrog~te all Jews among u. s. ~V, calling them 
in from v~orlc cletachmE.nts and ullotting them a sep
arate bar ack. The HOC lodged a protest with the 
protecting powbr immodiat·ly. When questionLd, 
camp authori tics stated that the action vvas taken 
for the Jews' own protc.ct·on ag&inst possible 
civilian acts of violence. Eventua,ly, the attempt 
at s g egation failed and Jews were not disting~ished 
from other "\.mericnn PW. 

1 t th~ ldunich kommendo, guards ja bt;d PW with bay:
onvts and hit th€1m with rifle butts. In the base 
camp en NCO reported being kick~a, then bbing mis
taken for a Fr~nchman and choked during an argument 
ana later handcuffeu after an escape atte pt. Once 
en ~erioan, using a hole in th~ fence inst au of 
the open gate to go from one compound to another, 

as shot at but not nit. In ":pril 1943 a Russian 
as ~hot on the compound wire and left hanging tnere 
ounded. ~ Englishman went to lift him off the 

wire end was shot but recov~r~d. The Russian 1ed. 
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In JUly 1943, 500 June cans without overcoats 
wore forced to stand in formotio 
in a heavy rein. The reasons, said the Ger ns, 
as that the J.rnericam had not been falling out 

ct exactly 0800. D~ring th first two weeks of 
4l.ugust, tho camp di..:clplin<:- offic€r had the FN 
tall out for ro_J. c· 11 at 2100, 2400 and 0300. 
They Wt..rv !JU!l.i shfH.l ~hus be; cause many .americans 
hacl beE: n uS!J8IJ:!..ng. P.W showed. no cnnoyance and 
displ8J~d D~cl good morale that the Germ~ns dis
contlrnted the practice, especially since both 
siC:es knew that the PW could sleep all d~:.y but 
the gu~rus could not. 

sonderfuehrer Kluge once marched 1100 PW for a 
whole day without food throu h Nurnb rg so they 
could see tho devastation wrought by Allied 
bombing. 

In September 1943 when PW ventured out o the 
barracks to wetch the bombing of Munich. Germans 
came into the compounu with uogs, one of hich 
jumped into a window end was stabbed by a retreating 
J.merican. D.lring the Regensburg raid ·when PW w r 
again outside their barr~cks contrary to orders, 
e German night fighter flying over the camp re
ported that someone in the Aroarican compound was 
signaling with mirror. J.fter that PW ware noti
fied th8t anyone outside thu barracks during an 
air reid would be shot. One night a JO 88 with 
lights on made two runs ov r the c~mp rnd dropped 
cement blocks. Germnns then startec propogendizing 
to the effect thAt the fllies were bombing their 
own PW conros. 

Hero too ~J ~ep0ndud on Red Cross food for susten
ance and nourishment. Until s~ptember 1944. e ch 
PW cr v.. his full parcel per week t a no a t o months • 
reserve vJas kept on .h nd in camp. Then the ration 
was .cut to half a parcel per man per wee~ an~ the 
reserve not allowed to exceed one m nth s supply. 
With the influx of PW in the beginn1n of 1945, 
stocks fell to an all time low. ~f feareu a com
plete collapse in the delivery of ReG Cross roo~. 
Fortunately, this fear never materialize~. 

Ir~ July 194:3, the MOC persuac.ed the Germans to 
issu 6ach man a spoou anu crockery plate. Cooking 
utensils were improvise'. from whatever materials 
coulu be found. Fifte n or 20 men fo~ d mess 
groups, poole~ their Reu Cross rations enu took 
turns in preparing them. They cooke~ over the 
small barrack's stove. Each barrack had t~o ron 
on the chow uetail, anti the space arounu each 
stove was therefore quit~ crowded. t 0630 the 
dotail brou ht hot 1Nc.ter from the compoun kitchen. 
Breakfast usually cunsiste~ of coffee an~ a r~w 
b scuits on~y. Jt 1130 they brou ht the German 
dinner ration - usually potatoes boilc~ in th ir 
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j ck ts • from th kitchen. Sometim s spin ch-type 
gr ens or barley soup we e add d. Fiv men divided 
one loaf of coarse German-i sue oread. For supper 
at 1?00, Fwl drew more potatoes. On sundays they 
r c ived greens ith morsels of meat. Twice a week 
they had a small piece of margarine. At first, 
Frencl cooks prepared the food in the compound 
kitchen, but since ~ricans thought some of th 
victuals disappeared in the process, they later 
installed their own cooks. 

OQd Several American doctors, cap
tured early in the African and Italian campaigns 
accompanied P.~ to ~ lag ?A and were able to r ~ 
main \lith them until their transfer to permanent 
camps. The camp also ad some British doctors and 
some French. Hen reported to the d1spensary and if 
de med ill eno\,gh or hospitalization were k pt in 
the compound infirmary which could accomodate 120 pa
tients in 10 rooms. Niore erious cases went to the 
German camp lazaret outside the compound. This 
installation consisted or eight ba ck-type build
in s, two of hich w re equipped tor sur~ical oper-
ations. 

Allied doctors c'ompl ined of a serious shortage of 
medical supplies . At first they used German drugs 
end such equipment a~ they could get. Later the 
R~d Cross sent supplies which alleviated the shor -
8 but did not satisfy the doctors• demands. 

Despite delousings, lice and fleas troubled PW a 
great deal. American , however, unlike the Russians, 
never contracted typhu • For a time they suffered 
from kin diseases brought about by uncleanlin as; 
washing facilities were completely unsatisfactory 
and a man wes oxtrernely lucky to take a · ahowor 
every 15 days. 

tatrinbs were al\ays a source of contention b6tween 
PVJ and camp euthori ties. complaint was c onstently 
made th~t the pits wcr~ emptied only when they threat
ened to ovurflow and that there was no chloride of 
lime to neutralize the odor w ich permeatud th8 
surrounding area. 

Emer-·ency dental treatment could be obtained in tho 
German lazaret. 

since thu ~rmans issu~d~rec ioally, n c othi 
th flo·w of needy transients through camp w heavy, 
th~ clothing shorts e was al a a te. From Febru· 
ary 19 3 on, h reports of the Protecting Eower 
r&paatedly carried such paragraphs as the follo~in ; 
Tle g•noral condition of clothing is Vbry bad. Th 
J~erican d cross should send out clothing in suf
ficient quan iti~s as the cold sea on is approaching. 
Gr at coats and whole uniforms are badly want~d. The 
supply of uniforms issued by the ·taining Power i 
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ork -

mainly old French or British uniforms in state 
ot rnendin~ vhich leaves no hope for long \ear. 

arrive, but not in 
surr·ciont ~uantitY- to rovide for ~~u~p~in n ·ly 
c pture v: who ·wt~rc. wca:rina only thE: clothe in 
which they ·er~:.. captured and sornt., times not oven 
those.:. It \'a observed by a Han of Confidence that 
four warLhoust..s in camp containvd many new English 
overcoats and battlu-dr ss outfits as well as many 
articles of A.tne:;r' can clothing taken from P,'l as they 
ent red thy caop or loft it. Thesb includ~d aviators' 
ltather jacko;,ts, American coveralls, combat jackets, 
pants, sl:tot:: .... , hats and shirts. It was believ€d by th\:1 
11an of confi~ence that the clothin in stora c was 
more t1an enough to alleviat~ tho suffering of ot 
.ALlerican and British Plvt yet all pleas and efforts 

o hav tho G~rm s am~liorate tt situation were 
to no avail. 

Tht. original group of air force P\' - omprisc.,d al ost 
e:xclusi vely of ~CO's - ·was not oracrca to ~orl', 
ntlVt:rtlltjless, before going to Stala l?B many vol
unte~r~d for ko~endo duty murcly to get on the 
other sia~ of thL compoundb barbvd wir~ and havG 
moro llb~rty. on th oth~r hand, G rmans insisted 
that round force privatus be assigned to labor 
details. camp auth rities tried to have ~volunteer 
for dutie;s - e practice. wh ch the lliOC dviscd against 
e:xcept in the case of farm work, wlicb was less un
pleasant than otht.r korom~ndo duty. 

AttacLed to tho camp \ere 8s many as 83 work detech
nents ranginR; in size from four mon {usually st:lnt 
out to farms) to 900 men. The thrt: main kommandos 
wore situate in rrunicl, , sburg and L:3.ndshutt. 
After the h~ ·y bombin of .~unich on October 4, 1944, 
8 work detcchmunt of some 1400 pv· W"'S formed. This 
p rty consisted of 60% Am~ric~ns and 40% Britis • 
It 1 ft tho S talag c t 0500 <:nd rE-turned 'J t 2000. 
PH tr\ t.lvd in 'ccttlc c'1ro from Moosburg stution, 
stcndin up all thv v~ey to Hunich end beck. Th 
time s

1 
6nt in tht.: train goin to nnd returning from 

''ork w_s thr~ l , na ont.-h lf ho During thE.ir 
uight \Jorking ours o roy, Ptl cl~arod ebris, filled 

omb cr t rs ond dism~ntlLd d.~ mng d roils. 1 n re--
cci vc.d tv~o meels ot l.[unich and thclr regulnr rc. tion 
at tho cnmp. In thv ev~nt Of air attccks, ad ~us.tc 
shclt~r as providt:d. Thero we.Le instLncus of Ger
mans oricking with be onots end hi tin t m " 1 th 
rifle butts to mcke them work fester ond harder. 

A mod 1 f rm kOmriJ.Undo \•!::5 C1l:iSCribed uS follow : 
TWenty p, livu inn formtous~ of fiv~ rooms, in
cluding o room ~itb ~ stove for the. coo(ing of Rua 
cross food. They sloep in t re~ o th~ rooms in 
double-tit.:r bed vith straw ro3ttr~ss~s ond ciu~r
downs. Bothing and toil~t fecilities ar~ primi ive 
but s~ilur to tboso used by th8ir employer. Th 
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men sometimes eat witn the fermer for whom they 
work and their diet, supplemented with Red cross 
food, is good. Medical supplies for minor in
juries are on hand end e civilian aoctor takes 
sick parade twice u woek. PW each .ROssess two 
work uniforms, a dress uniform and two pair o_t 
shoes. Fourteen of the men are free on Sundays; 
tht: others do the ess ntial farmwork, n, .. mely 
feedi g cattle end cleaning stobles. Razor 
blades, beer and matches are ovai able. PW 
have neithc,r time nor facilities for sports, 
The moil situation is s~tisfoctory e oept for 
the pilfering of parcels en route from tho 
atala to the det~chm nt. 

On only throe occasions wes the M~n o confid
ence permitted to visit kor~ndo camps tor in
spection. Although he turned in compln'nts, no 
improvem nt in conditions resulted. 

In Horch 1943 1 it VJas reported thl;.t the matter 
of paying officers hnd not yet been settled be
tween PW and cnmp authoritiLs. In the same month, 
an AmerlcDn enlisted mon on kommcndo w·Js paid the 
equivalent of ~13.00 a month. Another worker 
rcveale thGt the w~g rote of .70 Reichmarks a 
d~y. In July this wos incrensed to .90 Reich
marks a dey. 

In April 1944, nn advonco of 50 R ichmorks wus 
lilndc to officer PW of the Allies, but in April 
1945, the Senior British officer stotea thut 
officers w re not bein pnid and th~t they hGd 
not received any pay statements for seven months. 
Similarly, the 1400 .m.un koilliJlBndo working acily in 
th debris of Hunioh wns not poid becuuse the 
labor peri ormed by them 11~as considere by the 
Germans to be •emergency" labor to v~hich anyone 
r sident in the Reich ~Ls subjbat ithout pay. 

In October 1944 it wns ·nnounced th£t PW poy, wh·ch 
up to that time had b en in camp money or '•lager
geld'' would henceforth be in Reichmarks. 

Du ing th~ir stay at ocmp, trensi ntPI Wbre allowed 
to s~nd onb postcord, usually their first, in which 
they infer ed next-of-kin of their Germbn PW numoer 
· n t.ddres • P\J p~rman 1 tly nt ?A drew two post 
cards ane1 two Jett r forms p~:;;r month. Incoming 
m il, ct:usoreo · t c·Amp, w ... s unl mited in quantity 
but spor~dic in Lrriv 1, especially t.t kommendos, 
which r eived no incoming mail for months at a 
time. Both outgo in end ill coming letters took four 
months in transit, as did personal pArc&ls . The 
flow of such p reels ~~s liu.ht. 

On lO Novernb~r 1944, our Frenoh PW were mployed to 
unlo8d coal into a bunker of the German barracks 
situ~ted in the v"cinity of the camp. They found 
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tlmt n lr.rae numb r of both officiol end privcte 
letters Ena ccrds wore sccttcrLd in the conl. 
They pick~d up se'Jer:-.1 loose etturs as well cs 
bunches tied tog~tht::r in srr~ll pr-ckages. Pnrt 
of the lt tter L.cludvd officiLl lGtters addressed 
to the spokesmen of tlc different nctionalities 
repre ... cnted in the camp, coming from the Rod 
cross, the YM.CA Emd other or!l.t.nizations. The 
noxt morning the French, British and Am~ricen 
spokesmen wGnt to the Comm~ndnnt•s office to 
protest nnd demRnd expltnations us wwll ·s the 
rustitution of the mail "ftor inspection of the 
bunker in qu~stion. Th following d3y, thcl 
cer:1p com.'llandant IJ:}.[:UC it knov n th~ t ht., would take 
charge of the r:i'fnir personally. Aftor e l csty 
censorship, a considerable number of letters 
(two sacks weighing 88 pounds apiece) were ue
livered to ~. These letters dated from the 
months of 11ay, June and July 1944. It was im
possible to say low long they had been in the 
coal. The commandant stated that an error had 
been made and that punishment wou d be inflicted, 
but that no letter had been burned. 

The assistant American UOC was under the impres
sion that mail - including outgoing letters -
definitely had been burned. This impression was 
strengthened after the incident when the Germans 
issued additional new letter forms. 

Initially morale was high. Air force NCO's re
peatedly made breah.s from camp, and before their 
trc.msfE: r to Stalag 17B showed their hostility 
toward the Germans by often refusing to salute, 
by failing to come to attention when a German offi
cer enterea the barracks und by their careless, 
slouching, hands-in-pockt::t VJalk. 

After their sojourn in camps in Italy, ground force 
PW captured in 1942-43 vvere pleasantly surprised 
by the treatment accorded them in Stalag ?A which 
had been a model camp for several y~ars. 

In spite of a succession of able camp leaders, 
morale slumped when the camp grew so crowded that 
PW had nGither decent living quart rs, nor satis
factory sanitary facilities nor suffici nt clothing. 
Early in 1944 the MOC reported that stoalin among 
PV/ was cornmon aud that fights were nevi table. 

. E.o~1ever, except for a p riod of three weeks in 
December 1944, the strongest morale factor - food -
was availa le. Iu the spring of 1945, although the 
camp was more crowded than ever, moral did not 
ulump. Red Cross food kept coming through. and the 
arrival of offlcers with strong, experienced SAO's 
did much to prev~nt the spir·t of PW from disinter-
grating. 
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A represe:ntative of the Protecting Power made a 
routine visit to the camp ~very six months. In 
addition he would mako a special trip whenever 
sumr~oned. MOO's wor permitted to talk to him 
privately, but despite oral and written protests 
about both general and specific affairs of the 
camp, very little improvement was ever effected. 
Th representatives repeatedly said that his 
h ds were tied and ther Nas nothing h could 
do about it. One 1:oc felt that the represonta
tives wer0 ch racterized by indifference and 
int-rtiEJ until thv arrival of Am rican officers 
in tho camp. Subsequentlr. their attitud~ 
changed for th~ butter. 

p~ were indubted to the H d Cross for almost all 
th ir food, clothing and medical supplius. vlhile 
food purcels arrived r~gularly and in sufficient 
qua ... 1ti ty most of the time, tho camp suffered a 
cons~ nt clothing shortage since the stocks shippGd 
from Genuva were not enough to eQuip th ma~y 

thousands of transient PW who passed through the 
camp every f6VJ months • 

Tho first groups of PW arr1v1ng in camp r ported 
the presencv of recreational and athl tic quip
mo:!lt which had come from tho YMCA. Later, .dowevE:.r, 
as tho stalag evolved into a transit camp and work 
camp, n ed for such equipm nt was less evident 
and littl& was received. 

In 943-44, camp choplain was 1st Lt. Eueen L. 
Daniel who won the admiration of bot un~ric · :1s 
and British. H€ had complc:tB lib rty to look 
aftor PW in th staleg, anq o~1ce a mont!.. w&nt to 
visit the two work detacl..ments ne;t.r Munich. H 
also rsc~ivcd permission to visit the Wohrkr is 
~~ nospit~l. In adaition to Chaplain Daniel, 
captain Arkell of the Church of Englend held ser
vices ror Protestants. 

Roman Ct..tholics were pernitted to ttend weekly 
masses celebr8ted by French priests. 

Jev~s were for e time segregated · n separate barracks. 
otherwise they 'Jvere not discriminated against. Nor 
were they offered any religious services. 

conditions on lcorornf:lndos varied. A fevJ were visited 
by P1 chaplains or attended local services, but 
roost had no opportunity for religious observances. 

Before their transfer to l?A, the air force NCO's 
msin diversions ere baseball and bridge. They 
also played a good deal of olley ball. For e time 
they had a basketball court, but tore down the 
bnckboards for fuel. They also played horseshoes. 
A camp baseball lea ue had mony games etween the 
'•po.rJs", "Wildcats", "Bomber Aces' , "Luftgah sters" 
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Influx 

and so on. At first they were allO'wed to use the 
soccer field behind their compound, a privilege 
later denied them. PW lacked sufficient space 
for recreation, especially toward the end when 
the compound was sc' completely overcrowded that 
Italians were sleeping in tents on the baseball 
diamond. 

The original study program included clnsses in 
spanish, German, French, auto mechanics, economics, 
bookkeeping, accour.ting, and mathematics. The 
YMCA furnished tl1e books for these courses. 

A theater kept its 1943 participants interestea anu 
its audience amused. Plays vJere given in a room 
betvveen two barrack 3, and because of the .Lir:li ted 
accommodations, a s~ow coulo have quite an extended 
run. Tl e program l.as well arranged to proviue 
continuea and vari~d entertailli~ent. One of the 
nlays was neur Tow~". Another was one written 
by the director of the group and called, 'Uncle 
sam wants You••. Tl. e (;erman censor cut som of 
the jokes from thi~ piece, but he diu not under
stand nost of them. The camp commandant attended 
one performance. 'I herb vvere also e minstrel show 
and s me singing performances. When the camp 
became so crowded d·1ring the fall of 1943, a 
group of men useo to go from b~rracks to barracks 
to sing each night. The band was short of instru-
ments. 

In 1944 and 1945, conditions deteriorated. Ground 
force enlisted men inuulged in littl or no sports 
or recreation eith6r because theru was too little 
equipment for the transients because as regular 
members of kommandos they were too ti d after the 
day's work to play. 

on 2 February 2000 officers of the South Compound, 
stalag tuft 3, reach~d stalag ?A, followed on ? 
February by 2000 more from the Center Compound. 
Th~y w6 re placed in the Nordlager from which small 
groups wure taken to be searched, delous d and 
sent to th~ main camp. No facilities were pro
vided for wasling, sanitation, cook"ng and only 
straw spread over the floors of the barracks served 
as bedding. In somewhat less than a week, all per
sonnel had moved to th~ main camp, wh~r~ con itions 
wero little bbtt~r 

Ovt.:r 300 roc.:n wl;;ro houst;d in bal .. racks normally hold
in few r than 200 m~n. In order to provide bunks 
for tl..is numbur in t;;ach building, tht=~ GL-rmans 
arrangGd thre~-decker in groups of fourt thus 
accommodating 12 Rl pLr unit. The barracks had 
no h at and as a result \ ere damp, cold and un
healthful.. Th Goroan administration was unpr pared 
for th~ inf.ux of new personnel and suem~d complGtely 
disorganized. German rations were unbol'evably poor; 
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no inside sanitary facilities vXisted end there 
v~as no hot V.Jater. The 2000 PW of th Center 
Comuound vJere quartered in t\i~o adjacent but 
sep8rate stoci:acies som distanc~ from the en
closure holding their rootes from tho South Com
pou.."ld. At the rear of thG burrocks in ench of 
the two s toc.Kado s, a srr..all open a reo. - barely 
largo enough to hold tht,; various units for 
counting- w£.-s available for t;Xercise. Aside 
from this, no facilities wero provided for 
physical t ... ,aining or athletics. Nor \vas there 
any rucruational material other ttan books in 
a traveling library provided by the ~~cA. 

In Morch the Germans provided boilers and fuel 
enough to allow each man to drnw a pint of hot 
v~a ter tv-vice daily. In order to improve the 
quantity end quality of Ge~man rations issued 
to Americ~ns, Colonel Archibald y. Smith, S 0, 
made a continuous ~ffort to place an American 
offic~r and several enli~ted men in the Ger~~n 
kitchen. This vvos finally accomplished 24 Mr..rch 
Lnd henceforward rations improvE..d steadily. The 
German administration clso cons6nted to Bllow 
groups of 50 men und~r guerd to gather smell 
quantiti8s of firewood 1n the ar~b adjacent to 
th~ camp. Th~su improvements, nlthough falling 
fnr short of the provisions of the Gcneve Conv(;n
tion, helped o [!re8t denl to improve the mentEJl 
and p'hysical stotc of Lll the 1'\i. J)lring t.ll 
of t:tis period Red cross food, initially on a 
half-parcel brJsis, w~s incre~scd to full pc.rc6ls 
e.nd the hE..o.l th of the PVv rem·.~ined remar!G; bly good. 
By this timv, too, news of the Allied adv'"'nces 
octed cs L tonic on the oen. 

The first of April savv m··n P~; from other c mps 
throughout G£.r;-::qny cvscuGt 0. to th0 vicinity of 
Stalsg ?A to p~~vcut thoir reccpture by Allied 
fore n."' pr~..-ssing toward the center of the... Reich. 
Thio influx brought obout u stote of unbelicvt:ble 
ov~..-rcrm~ding end confusion. Uembers of tho former 
South Compound were moveu en mosse into th- cnclo
surv occupiud by tbe c~ntc~ Compound. Thus 4000 
PW livea in nn arb~ which h-d be~n un~blc to 
sup_ ort 2000 sntisl'actorily. Lnrgt: tents -..~ere 

cr~ctcd in whr..tevcr sp~·CG W<."s ~v(..:il3blc; strbw 
w::.s provid d ~.s beading. It v~,~s 1101 u :..common to 
se~ m n sle~ping on blcnkcts in foxholus. Col. 
Paul R. Goou b csme SAO upon th0 arrivcl of 
officers from Oflag 64 in ~id-April. Air force 
officers from Hurnbt:;rg orrived on 19 April. 
During tht lc..st 10 d~ys of April it wus fult th::t 
All PW would be luft in C'!ffi s, followirg the- cgroe
mc.nt between th~ Gcrmr,n Govorumunt 'Jhd tho Allies, 
and prep,..rations wt.::ru mt..dt: ·~ccordingly. Howovt..r, 
fccr thut the a~rm~ns would move p, to thu solz
bur redoubt Pnd there hold them cS host .gws W~S 
ncvur "'bsent. 
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Liberation 

TED 

On 2? April two roprcsbnt~tives of the Prot~ct
ing PO\'Jer t~rrived ~.t Moosburg to uttend end 
focili tr.te the trt.11sfcr of the PlAJ cnmp from 
Germsn to American nuthority. On the 28th it 
wos lo3rned from Oberst Burger the co~3ndcnt, 
the t order was to be r.·ssured by assigning PW 
officers to various PW ~roups. Mor80VLr, Col. 
Burger kept the entire Germ:::n ;.dministrc.tive 
steff in camp, as ·well <:s the complete gu8rd 
stc..ff. Col. Burger lJ.ed not yet received from 
the Germ3n mili tsry authori tL_-;s r.. reply to his 
question c0nc~rning th~ cvoidLnce of fighting in 
the vicinity of the ccmp. Tho commend~nt ~skcd 
the two Swiss to ~ct as int8rmeuiuri~s betwvun 
himself e.nd the M~rJ. of Confidt;nce. 

After L· conff:..r0nce with t:1t- 1,1t.:;n of confi aence, 
the two Svviss \\ere rect:lleu to thu COII1u~;nd:.nt. 
It epp<:;ored th•~ t the un{jxpectedly r· .pid sdv£1 Cb 

of thv Arnoric:.n forces in the region n~cessi t .ted 
an immcdi<:.t& confor0nce betwoen the c~:.mp ·,uthori
ti(.;;s, represE:nttJd by Obt;;rst Brcur..u, rnd the loc· ... l 
G~:;rmP.n 1\.rrny Corps commend n t in O.::'dL-r to propose: 
tbe oxcl1sion of fi.?lJ.tin~ from the Hoosburg 
region. Th~ proposRl, mrdv by Ob~rst Braune nnd 
tho Sw · ss r(.;pres .... !!tetive, W!;~S accopt~d in view 
of Article ? of the G6nvvc convention. Approprigto 
instructions wcra giv0n to the commcnder of tho 
c1ivision ia the sector in question, and tht- proposnl 
was formulctccl for prasentc-~tion to the cdvcmcing 
An~:-ric·ns. According to this proposal, Pn r-re1 
of fo'liJ kilometers eround I1oosburg would hevo to 
be decl~rod e ncutrel zone. 

At dc:.wn on th0 29tr~, the Arn~ricrn nd British Hen 
of Confidence, the Swiss reprcsGntPtiV0 end ~n 
officer from the ss fighting division in the region 
a.rove ln a whi tu Red Cross c:ir to the ~>neric··n li:10s. 
They w0re stoppGd by two tanks comrnrnded by C'l color.1el 
\; .. o drove them to the commanding general. After a 
long discussion with the German spokesman, the 
general decl~red the proposal unfavorable and unac
ceptable. The German returned to his aivisional 
head~uarters ana t ...... e Swi&s then urove to caillp with 
the Men of confiaence. 

J~t 1000, iminedi tely after tl..eir arrival, the battle 
started. The ensuing fin·ht lastea some two ar:d a 
half ho rs, during ~hich a shell bit one of the 
camp barracks i::-~juring 12 of tie ~uards a.r:d kill~ng 
one. PW remaillbd. calm although tenk s~~ots, maclnne 
guns a4d small ar.r.1s fire co ld be heura. Half an 
hour after the fighting abateu, co1~1bat Team A of 
the 14th Armored Division appeared at tbe camp 
entrance. The guards, un1·esisting, vJere disarmed. 

burst out rejoicing but did not try to leave 
ca~p. The supervision of the c~mp automstically 
w nt to the l~n of Confidence, and an official 
transfer did not ta~e place. 
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BY instruction of the American military commander, 
part of the German administrative personnel re
mained at their posts. The remainder, including 
the guc.rds, were taken as PW. Tbe Swiss reDO ted 
tl~at treatment of German camp authorities and 
uards by American troops was correc • 

- X X X -
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L'Jcction 

Strength 

Dcscripti m 

ST,' Li:.G 93 

( Gr .. unC:. F )rce Pri v:...te;s 
Ccpturec in the "Bulgett) 

str leg 9B \~as si tuotcG. in the outskirts .)f Bed 
Orb ( 50°14'' N. - 9°22" E.) in the He ssen-Nnssnu 
rugi )n of Prussi~, 51 kil~)meters northvvest :>f 
Fr?nkfurt-on-Mcin. 

on 1? December 1944, 985 PW copturec~ ~uring th 
first twc <....nys of tht; GerLl•n c )unter-offer.siv , 
·were n:.~ rche<.. f Jr f ;ur <..ays fr~.~m Belgium. int.) Gc.r
mer .. y. During this IDtrch, they rBcei vee. f J .)c: end 
w-... tcr '-'nly ,)nee. The w·.1lking ·w ... mnc.e~ receive(. 
nv attentian except such first eit.. :..s .l·.rJ.eric~ n 
mec...icc:l pers..; .. mel in the c Jlumn c .~ulC. give tte:s. 
They re:"chuc: Gcr Jls tein nne... were pt. ckeu intu 
b~...lXC ~rs, 60 men t·,.J the car. The c._rs w rt.;; s-.; 
s.LJnll th !t tlle men CJUld n-.;t lie (,lown. Pi! en
tere( the c!lrs vn 21 .Dt:c znber m c.. c.i<.: n.;t get 
vUt until 26 C0!1lb · r. En rJUtu, they V~0re fe<.. 
Jnly tJnce. :Zight .. :.en seeking t0 esct.pe jun pee 
i1t0 e fiel~ an~ were killed by ~n ~xpluc...ing 
l2nc:l rnin8. Tl e Germun s rget.nt in clwrge;, en
rrge~ that Lnyone hna ~tter~ted escape, bugan 
s .... ting vJilc...ly. .:u thJugl1 he knew th~. t every 
ccr WPS c.. Ilsely prckcd \i~i tt PI~, hu firE.: C.: n 
rJUn. thr-.;ugh tl.1e C:v,_,r of c c::r, ltilling nn 
iu;,urican s )l(.ier. Th~ P...y <:.ftcr Christmas, 
th~ rGn arrive~ ot Bsu Orb. 

On 25 J· nu ~ry the camp re cheC: its peak VJi th 
'~ ?0 .·mE:rican enllst~;;C. men. The f.;llJvving day 
12?5 ~GO's were trc::nsferrcC. tv Stolflg 9J'., 
Zie~ontoin. On 28 Febru~ry 1000 privates 
left stel~g 12t, Lioburg, f~r B~d Orb. They 
nprcl,t:C:: in n cJlumn wnich rverogec 25 m.il~s a 
ti. •. y. On leDvintz, they were given Jne-ht:lf a 
1. f Jf brc~"c nd s small chwcsl:; f.)r the five
~oy m£rch. NJ ~ ~icaJ supp ies' re ~ oil'blc; 
men 1Jh"' C')l1upsed vv&r, left behind unc~er guercJ.. 
P;l h<.C:: nu blonkets l 1 lld svne h8C. only o shirt 
An~ prir Jf trv 3crs fvr cl~thing. Their 
crrivel, plu thnt Jf 0ther ~;, brJught t1~ 
CcLlp strength tv 3333 on l Hpril 1945. 

Frv ..• ~ 0 to 500 PT.~· \JE:-ro jflm.r:J.o · intv bcrr-.::cks 
Jf the usual nE;-s t-Jry w ).) ... nc.. tarp<~Pt~r typ ·s, 
t..iviC:.e int tw0 sccti ms i tl... the "'shr) )m 
in the nic..cilv. 1· r.shrJvD fccili tics CJnsistt;;t. 
Jf )Ue cole.. ,ct~r t·p n~ vnc lutr·n hole 
• .. ptyin in tv f."n t • j· Ct;llt CLSSp:)Ol which lwJ tJ 

be s·. vt..l L.. .Jut evc.ry f~;; c. r.. ys. E' ct. hLlf Jf 
the b· rrecks c JntcineC::. n st.JVU. Thr JUg .vut the 
wint:..r t .t; fuol rfti..,ll \J"S t-vvv ar. l~s~..s Jf 
v~ov p(.jr st e p:..r r-:y, prJvicing hL-C. t f .)r unly 
vne hJur c. w.ny. Bunks, wlen tht::re \Urc bunks, 
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wero triple-deckErs arrangeQ in groups ~! fvur. 
Three bnrrBcks were cumplotely b~re of bunks and 
tvv,:; ,)thcrs hec.. only half the nur.1ber neeGed with 
the result thct 1500 ~en were sleeping 8ll the 
flovrs. PW who tAwrc fJrtun~te rect:ivoC. one 
blonket each, yet et the camp's liberction some ~ 
30 PU still lc:ckecl 1?,ny covering VJhntsoever. To 
keep WP.rln, nen hu- c..leC. together in groups of 
throe an~ fJur. f~l berracks W6rc in o state 
vf C.isrep~ir; r~) s lenkecl; tvindJws were 
brJke ; lighting was either unsctisfactory or 
lccking C·)mpletely. Very fev.; bc..rrccks hec: tebles 
DnC: chairs. Svmc bunks hull mattresses ~~1 c.. s':'me 
barrr.: ck fl1. )rs. were covered \'ii th stra-vw, which 
PW usee in lieu -Jf t )ilet pcper. The ·~utt~0or 
lotrin&s hr:t;. s.;ne fdrty scc.ts - a nw:1ber totally 
insufficient f ... r the nca~~s ,.f 4000 men. Every 
builc.ing ~Vas i:J.feste<l with beC:bugs, fleas, lice 
E.n-... .)ther vermin. 

U.s. P rsonnel Pfc. J. C. F. K~stt,;n v ~,s !:Inn of C·-~nfi ence, 
cssist0c.. by Pvt. E·.n:u.."lc: Pfar.nenstiel wh·J spuke 
Gurr.1~!1 fluently. \:len Pfc. Ztst~n w~s sent ut 
... n [' k.;r. •. r:lc..incu w Jrl:ing party, the bt.rre.cts 1 cC:iers 
sugg•.;stel:. th~ t Pvt. Pfannenstiel su ceec:. him. 
pvt. Pft.nnenstiel r fusct. t) t~b:~ thti pvst, 

v\Jt:Vt; , \llltil tht;; bcrrc:..cks leac...ers ht.t.: c.~::nsulte(L 

PW ln their chnrg one.... gc.inut. their eppruvnl. 
Subsequently, he wcs t.n uxtremely t:ble I~OC. Eis 
r:ssistant wes Pfc. Ben F. DJc...ge. Otht.-r i..1p1rtn1t 
n.cobt..rs Jf the steff voworo: 

C2pt1in o. c. Buxt)n IJcC..ic;~l CJrps 
1st lt. J. P. sut11erlan:. .~e<licDl CJrps 
Cc:>tcin u. H• LU.t..r Dentc.l C.Jrps 
1st Lt. s ... Ncol Choplein 
1st Lt. E. J. Hurl~y C .~pl2in 

Ger.raen Pers nnel N )tew rthy onbcr )f t e G )r:-.1~ n c.) 11plt:im0nt cro 
lis tot: bul ... vJ: 

Ob~rst Si ber 
Oborstluutnant ~v x. -rg 
1:· uptr.1 ... 1m. H r1. 
Hr uptr.: ~·,. r: Kullu 
S ~=m ' ~rfuhr r B JUl irch 
Gefrt; i t&r t~ci ss 
Pvt. .v )lfRt !1g D' the 

c ):mrJ.1-J!1 '- .. r: t 
Deputy· C •m.r.::nc.. ?ll t 
C:'mp 0fficcr 
Lt. ~ur Officer 
T Tc.lf':rc Officer 
Inte;rpreter 
_!css Gu'""ru 

It \J .s 1lt up tnenn Kuh ~ (; .1h; PL!'ni ttc; c.. .llner · c2n PVJ 
t..:> rt.:p c-... Rus i-:L.s in the c·~;np kitcl:en cr:c. Pvt. 
D· tlL ~vh) en· iJl th n ·llt;gnlly t ) .... ppr )pri -;te 
extr r·~ti )11 • G~.::frei tor 1ve iss, c. t 

0
r(.,:.. t :p r

s.;.. :.1 risk, infvr_ c... tho MOC c..s t ... th pr .... gress 
vf th~ ~~J'"'r ·~n..._ uaily lvc~tt.:c. the p. si ti Jn of 
a vrn ing .Ll.neric~ n tr J ~ps ,n .. 1 us w: ich ·.1:.; 
sr.1ugglet... in t') thv 1 eric~. p;, .... 
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Treotr:lent 

l.fter e 23 M:1rch 19~ ~ visit the swiss Delegate 
repJrto~, "In spite 0f the fGct thot it is Lif
ficu t t0 obtain any kinu vf w'Jterial tJ imprvvc 
c n ... i t:!. )US, it is most str )ngly felt th~t the 
canp CJ~~ander with his staff hcve no interest 
whats ever in .the wel~~r:re vf the prisvners :Jf 

wc:r. This is clearly shown by the fact that 
although he made many promises on our last visit, 
he has not even tried to ameli)rcte c nLitions 
anc is npt to blEme the Allies for these con
<litions C.ue to their c')nstant bvmbing." 

In a rep,)rt de$Crib ing stnlags 9; , 9C an~ 9B, 
which he visited 13 March 19~5, the Representa
tive of the Internationo.l Rod Cross stated, "The 
situation nay be c(Jnsidere<l very serious. The 
personal impression hich one gets from nn in
spection t ur of these camps cann t be uescribeG. 
One cisc vera distre a c ~ine n their m st 
terrible f· rms. M')st of the pris~)ners who h£ve 
come hur from the territories of the East, anc 
those 'Jho still CtJntinue to cume, nre nuthing 
but skin onG bones. Very muny uf tho ere 
sufforing frvn acute diarrhce with bloody phlegm 
due to their c mpl te exhaustion. PneQ~onie, 
dursal anti bronchial cases are vary curr~ n. 

The prisJners wh have buen in camp for a long 
time ure vften Glso s~ thin th-.. t those whon1 one 
had ~~ wn previously can hardly be recvgnized. 

These prison~rs , in regs, covered with filth and 
infested with vermin, live cr,JwdeJ. to ether in 
barr~cks, when ~hey do not lie und tents, 
s~ue zed tugcther on th ground on u thi~ pallet 
of irty straw r tw or three per C)t, or on 
benches and tabl s. Some of th m are scercely able 
to get up, or else they fall in a swr on as they 
C.id when they trieC. to get up when the Representa
tive wQs passing through. They do n0t move, even 
at ~eal time, when th yore presented with the·r 
inadequate G r.msn rutions (for example 9B hss been 
completely without salt for weeks). 

~~en the Jtnericcns arrived the Kitchen was in 
chorge of Russian RV under th lax s pervision 
of Ger.oan guards. sanitary conditions in the 
kitchen vJere foul and the svup prepnred W8.s 

practically inedible. Vfuen the MOC was peroitte~ 
t substitute ]l.rn ric an P\ • for the Russ ic.n help, 
th rc resulted a considerabl8 improvement in the 
preporation uf the merger prison fare. T~e ei ht 
bushels of potet,Jes which German Pvt. Dethe en
abled the Americans to steul vms most necessary 
since the German rrtion was terribly slight. It 
consisted of 300 grams of bread, 550 grams of 
P tat es, 30 grams of horse meat, l/2 litre of 
tea end 1/2 litre of soup me~ fram putrid greens. 
The greens made the men sj.ck, enG. thu MOC intervened 
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Health 

Clothing 

to have the allotment of greens changed to oat
meal. Later, even this small ration was cut so 
that at the end of their stay PW were receiving only 
210 grams of bread and 290 grams of potatoes per 
day. The MOC was convinced that a lar~er ration 
was available and attributes its non-distribution 
to Oberst Sieber, the commandant. The full ration 
listed above was the minimum German cl .. ,ilian ration 
minus fresh ver-etables, eggs and whole milk. No 
German soldier was so ill fed. 

A thousand men lacked eatil:.g utensils of any kind -
either spoons, forks or bovvls. They ate out of 
their helmets or old tin cans or pails - anything 
on which they could put their hands. 

Only one shipment of Red Cross food reacheG. camp, 
2300 parcels on 10 ~arch 1945. Failure of another 
sh1pmen-c to arrive from Geneva vms attributed to 
the chaotic tr~nsportation conditions vJittin Germany. 

T e German rations had a paper value of 1400 calories. 
Actually, the caloric content "~as even further low
ered by the waste in using products of inferior 
qualit~. Since a completely inactive .man needs at 
least 1?00 caloribs to live, it is apparent that 
R~ were slowly starving to death. 

In the month between 28 February and 1 April, 32 
,1e ... ·cans died of m.alnutri tion and pneumonia. 

l:edica attention was in the care of the two Amer
ican medical officers and 10 Americ"'n medical 
orderlies. On 23 Barch the infirmary held ?2 
patients, 22 or 'f~hom were pneumonia cases. The 
others uffered from malnutrition and dysentery. 
Influenza, grippe and bronchitis were cornrlon 
throughout the camp. No medical parcels were 
received from the Red Cross and the extreme 
scarcity of medicin~;;s furnis~ed by the Germans 
contributed to deaths of PW tvho othervJi se might 
have been saved. Tre HOC considereu it fortunate 
in light of the 8Xposure, starvation and lack of 
r.1edical faciliti .s, that more PW did not die. 

Instead of issuing clothing, th~ r.t.;.rmans confis
cated it from P~ • Upon being captured many men 
w re fore d to i v up eve ything they 1wre not 
~·earin , such extra i terns as shoes, ov8rs .oes, 
blan ets and glovGs. Some had onlv shirts and 
trousers, no jackets. Others lack~a s ~o·s and 
bundled ti-t::ir ft;et ir rags. At Limburg end else
wLere en rout from the front, Germans took 
Amc::ricans' ove coats \Ji h the result that as 
late as the le1st \·eek f .. arc J. one-fifth of the 
P~ hB d none . 

No clot L..g camB from the Rea cross because of the 
transportation breakdovn. 
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On 8 February 350 of the physically fit PYi were 
sent to a work detacrnnEmt in the Leipzig district. 
Other men at the camp were forced to ce.rry out 
the stelag housekeeping chores. Until Pvt. 
:Pfannenstiel became HOC, Gsrman guards had 
marched into the camp and tal{On the first men 
it. sight for necessary camp details. This re
sulted in considerablu inequity sincG thGy not 
infrequently took tho same men tir:1e after tim~. 
TLu HOC rraE:;ud to take care of ell details 
through mc.n physically fit to worl~ and sub
seQuently furnished a da'ly ·work roster to ths 
Gerr.:an.J. 

In Th3cembr:.r 1944 .:;n rout~ to Bt.d Orb, PH were 
lined up at \Ja m3ilE;;r and forcbd to g1. ve up all 
monuJ in their possession. About ~10,000 t>Jas 
take~ f~om thv 98b mBn by the ~rman lieutenant 
in cll~r~o and no r0ceipts given. 

Since tht issuu f "legorgeld" had o .. en abolished, 
no mon~ r \\as paid to officer or NCO's. The amount 
due tb·m was cr dit d by t t Germons to their 
accounts ~;::;very mo th, to be sett ed at tht; ·rr's 
end. Non-\Jorking privatE-s recei Vtd no pay. 

rro incoming mail w£os r~;..c~:,;i ved. The issue of 
l6ttt:r-forms w5s ·rregular end huphazaro., but 
each Plu was permi ttvd to £lail homo a form post
card informing NO of his status. 

!1orale r~ll rapidly undur the brutalizin~ conQ·
tions ana by 1arch the ma 'ori ty of mt.-n VJere abso
lutvly brok~n in spirit, crushed and apatLetic. 
ThG S\'Jiss dclegatt; emphasized the fact th~ t t. ven 
Am ricon and British P\J asksd for !ood like beggars. 

The Prot8ctina Powt.::r inspectors visited the camp 
on 24 Jc.nucrr c.nd 23 ~arch 1945, each timE reporting 
th ... [troc1ous camp c ndit·o and~ tracting pro-
mises from t.l v Cvr!'.:n.und~ .. nt. 

The InttrnG~tiont.l Red cr·os rcprlisentative wrote 
an cxt~em~ly st~ong report decrying camp cvnditions 
os toe sa-w the ... on 10 Hcrch 194:.5. Thnt more Red 
Cross food nd sup)li~;::;s did not rcLCh c~np must 
be attributud to the disruption of Gun an trc::nsport. 

For sir:.ilar rea ons, thE; YMCA ~~es nE; rt.-r t:~ble to 
visit t- camp nor to supply recroationul b<:1uipment. 

Until 25 Jenuary, no room was available for ~ithcr 
cat olic or Prete tant st:rvices, til thou · .. t ~o hap
l&ins ·wero pres··nt in the camp. In Fcoruc.r , Lm~
evur, the chaplains h8ld regulur s~rvicvs for bott 
d nor.1i ations and rcc&ivcd th'.;; cooperation of Cermon 
camp autloritius. 

When tht-> l.10C -rcfust;d to sin~le out J~::w for Sbgr(..,ga
tlon, v German officer selected t .. ost- .&"'lerict.n PV'l 
w .o h~ thought wc.r Jc\ s ond put them in e separt te 
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barro-cks. No oth\..r discrimination 't'JGS made against 
them. 

From th~ ond of Dccumbcr to the roiddlv of Jenuary, 
p .-v._ ~~ ollowed to lo~vc the barr-:.cks onl .. r be tueen 
0630 -nd 1?00 hours; triD rest of tho time they 
v~urv locked in. Outdoor recrt3ation was non-existent 
bcceuso of P 's weakness. The British l3zcr t at 
BPd Sod~n sent over 32 books - tho only volum·s 
obtainoble. 

Being informed of thL rapid adrance of the Americ3n 
forces, Pvt. Pfannenstiel began to prepcrv e ccmp 
orgBnizetion to mEot the contingencies of their 
t..rriv··l. St-crvtly, with thL aid of the berrrck 
lcadGrs, hB scl cted 500 of the most relicblo men 
in thG cemp Gnd m'"'de them mili tc .. ry polic(j, v~Losc, 

c thori ty vr s to bt::gin hen the .AmsricLn troops 
r.rrivcd in the vicinity, ot w icb time thuy were 
to meintein control end ordur withi tho c~mp. 
About the third week in xJiurch, tho district com
mander ord...,rea thut 1500 of the men in StBlrg 9B 
be murcl1t:d e<:.st\J' rd to rnothcr cr:mp. \:hen hu re
ceived ttis order, subjvct protested th~t to m·rch 
the m~n in thuir somi-stt..rvf.-d c ndi tion '~~-:s impossiblt.. 
He realized tt.~~ t tho .Am ·ricans wt:r~;.; clos~ Bnd vdshed 
t prev n t the m~rch by any mE... tons :possi bl • Tne 
district comrocndur met his protest by =bauc1ng the 
numbc.,r demanded to 1000. Subject \'JES told to choose 
th~;; 100 best fitted forth~ m·rch. ht: thvn went 
to the ~rm~n m~dic'l officer in chcr b of th comp 
ond pointed out th~t there w~ru ~ number of diph
th~;ri£. _nd possibly typhus cc.ses iu the crmp r..nd thst 
tom· rch them off mig~t spr~ad Ln epidemic through 
the Lrca cov~red by th m:rch. H~ was successful in 
convinc·ng the doctor who procGedcd to slcp c ten-
dey qunrnntinc on the camp. By this me~ns subj&ct 
w(..s cble to pre von t tho movcmf.int of any of tho 

t..ric~ l! Ps/ 1 until thc.y were r~scued by Amt-~icrn 
forct.s. 

S bjcct w s ttcnding church sorviccs in ths c~mp t 
1415 hours on E.st~r Sundty, 1 April 1945, when ho 

-:s c"llC;d out of the church. He suspected t this 
time thct the Amcric~ns ight b~ closing in on the 
camp. Sunt by th· cemp commBnd·r to Bad Orb, a 
hospitc town, hu vas t .ken to th mujor in comrn nd 
uf the tovn hospit ls. Th~ major proposud that sub
j~ct t~ko a white fl g and procce to moet the Amer
ican troops nd sr~ntee th surrend~r of ~h~ town. 
This proposal str 1 1 accorded with the wi h0s of 
thu tovn!spt:.opl~;;. Sub jt.ct ful t th'1 en Americni soldier 
und rin ·round clono ehird Germ~n linus c~rrying 

r. wh t flag mi ht h ve ---om~... troub ~ so L.E.. re;fuseci 
to o w: lbss c s occomp~ iod by t ~o un .... rmed G~ mc:n 
officers. ThL. ncjor '1' (.,d t o of1icurs ~nd with them 
sub jE:ct proc~Jt-doc to v rd tl ... c ~d.g~;. of tov.n. B..r this 
tim ton ric~ u1 it, rumored to be one..; of greet 
siz , d povcr, h~a occupi at •b till overlooking 
the t JlS s· b jLct 's p"rt .u<..c ... od tL.o edgt:.. of th 
to n, it \ s stopp~..d by the G~wrrna1..., Hr..jo FU_lkmai n, 
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charged with th~ militc:.ry defl;nse of the town. 
Fulkmann denied having mBde any arrengeme~t with 
the medic8l major for its surrender 2nd refused 
to per~it the pnrty to proceed until he hBd con
sul ted with the medic ell mr jor. 

At this time the GBrm8n gsrrison o:p€-n.cct up with ,. 
sm> 11 Prrns fire cg· inst the Am ricnn position on 
the hill, c:.nd the Americr:ns answered with mechine 
guns. Subject's p~.rty ''V'-S caught between tho two 
firt:s. Th~ GcrmBn officer 1.~i th him then 1Nelkcd 
down the str~~t nnd told him.to follow and keep 
cool. In the :mo8ntime th~ J\.meric·:n 'firing, which 
had st .... rted Ligh OVL-r his he<..d, w~s getting lower 
und lO\~er. Ji tl1 ut much time to spare, the German 
officer 2nd h man~ged to duck into ar. underground 
hospit~l. Duri th~ night the medical major and 
thtJ m·· jor in co.:.nmr..n of the garrison met at the 
hospital to consult on hat to do. In the merntime 
the un~:;ricuns be an firing artill..-;ry shells into the 
to n. They dropped one sh~ll regulorly cvvry lo 
minutes. The modicol mojor persuuucd the g:rrison 
major thLt resist8nce Es hopel~ss ahd the lLtter 
ogrt:ud to vJi thdrc:-w his troops. Tho wi tharrvml 
took pl .... ce during th~ night and the n~xt morning 
Pvt. Pfnnnens tiul 's pc...rty again went forward v~i th 
their whitu flc.:g to meet the .AmericAns. 

T:toy m de cont'lct on the cc.ge of the t·ow·1 with 
Copt. L'"·nglcy, cornrnandtr of .. n Americ~1n rvconne.is
se.ncc group of 200 men thPt h:.-.d run 60 mil€.s a ~ud 
of th m~in body of the }JnGriccn forcos, rnd hours 
ahc0d of its own a~11ition supply. By the time thr.t 
tho group entert.:id B'"d Orb with its trmk guns rnd anti
tonk wo?pons pointing iercely in ~..-11 dir:ctions, 
th6rc v· s not e sin le round of ~rtilll-ry '"'mmunition 
nvcil"b e to bo fir d from Rny of the guns. Subject 
borrm:c..d a CAr 1na .rtturnc.d ' i th som of the 1~-n~rican 
soldiers to Strlng 9B. Thor~ ev8r;thirg u· s in order, 
the Gt..rmL .. gu rd u.~i t rem insc ~..-nd the c <mp commander 
turned over tle control of th c mp to the Americ»ns. 
At cbout noon, unericen urits of th _,.in body be ·n 
to poss through the tm~n, r&d wh n t~JY ~Jorned of 
the pitiful condition f tht.: /.I.IDE:ric~ ... Ps/W ·:1t Stelag 
9B, the units, LS tl1·y pcssyu thro· gh, emptied their 
PX stor<..s anJ. sent th m up tu the prisoners. After 
ScVvr· 1 c· ys, th..; .t'u1 t;ric n personnel nt Stcl~g 9B 
1: r(; evucur ted to crunp Lucky Strike neL r Ltj Havr~. 

-XXX-
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OFLAG 13 B 

(Transit camp For Evacuees} 

Oflag 13 B wo.s situated inn rural Cistrict just 
outside of Ha~uelburg, Germeny (50°45' N. - 9054' 
E.), end fornecl P. p3rt of a complex cons"sting of 
other prisoner of wgr CLmps within a German mili
tary training center. 

J .. pproximately 300 A..rnericLn officers 0penec. the 
ca~p on 11 JanuLry 1945, an~ by the time the Pro
tecting pmvcr visited the coop on 23 Januery 1945, 
the strength had inerenseu to 453 officers, 12 
non-corr~raissioned ~)fficers en<... 18 pri vE;tes.. 1~11 

of these men vvore chptured on the Western :F'roiJ.t 
between the 15th ond 22nd of cember 194'1=. By 
25 Merch 1945, the strength hn~ increasec. to 1291 
officers cnt 12? enli t8G men which ineluuea the 
lj:23 ofi'ic~rs '::illC;. 6? ~nliste(... men who crri veu. from 
Oflc.g 64 t Schub in, PulL.nc... 

The J.merican cc...npounc... Wus forr:u;;rly ocoupieC:.. by 
Serbian officers anc.. Cvl.lsist~;;( of seYen stone 
bnrrecks of zntiquato~ t~~cs. Sovn efter the 
open~ng of the cmup ~s on Amt:.:rican Ofleg, the 
buil~ing receiveL Sv@e bn~ly neeLe~ repairs 
which nsde theL"l 11 vcblo. .J'..pproxinetely 200 oen 
w0r crvwue~ into each fivc-rouo b~rrack, en~ al
though ventilation an~ Qoylight were D equcte, eech 
room contained only two crop lights Jf 15 WRtt 
bulbs. During the cxtrenely oold wenthor, the men 
tried to keep from freezing by putting on all ~veil
able clothing and huduli ~ round th~ one stovo 
furnisheu tv ee:.ch r om. For e.ech stove, the GGr
mens issued 48 coal briquets for three <lays. These 
briquets measureu. about 5" x 3u :x 3". Ji.s ::.. result 
of this smell retion, the bnrrnck temperature aver
aged ebout 30 <legrees. At the insistence (;f the 
S1'..0, smoll C:etails vvere purmi ttec:. to ''scrounge" 
for pieces of wood to suppl6ment the fuel supply. 

~l8sh rooms c:id not exist Gn~ the officers hL~ to 
cnrry water fron the kitchen fuueet to the few 
wcsh basin supplied t0 8ach room. No hot water 
wns availF.b e for wnshing b6ccuse of tht: fuel 
shortr..ge, and the c.lelousing plt:!nt wrs not in oper
ation for three full months. Toilet r~cilitiDS 
were completely inade~u6te in type cnu nuober. 
c)mplEints Lbvut this Wbr~ handled by the Pro ect
ing P0vJc;:r enc.. s.)m.e improvement w<:>s uchieveL... 

u.s. Persunnel Up)n the openir g ·.Jf tht;; c~Jmp, Cwlonel CllLrles c. 
Caveno.cr becarJC the S 0. n1u he appointec.4 Major 
.i4lbert 1. Bvrnl.t -:.s the SMQ. Thor-.- w~r no uthcr 
officurs appoint~~ to holJ Lcfinite fficbs. How
ev r, whon the evccuBted offic~rs of Ofleg 64 
r.rrivc· at th~ e0mpound, C)lJnel Poul R. Go)de 
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bocl3me the Sl:.O nnd orgcnized the camp on the sPme 
basis es tho C,)mpound Ft Schubin, Polc:-nc1. He used 
the Oflcg 64 st~f , but rctainec... Mejor Berndt es 
the suo. 

German Pcrsvnnel The Germnn cc>np comm-:n<ler ~ms GeneralmajrJr von 
Goeckel, ·wh) had as his executive officer Ob€rst 
Giese. Howev£;r, the block corr.II:lt.nd.er fjr the P.m r
icnn officers' sectiu:r. W·.s I{cuptrnnnn Fuchs. ~n
bral von G )eckel \vss the cor.l.l&lnter of the entire 
military instLll~tion nn~ celegatou nost of the 
pris0~cr of war cdministrativn to Oberst Giese. 

Treetment Tr0:::tuent v~:::s -..~nly fqir. It must be p.)inte<l out 
tht- the cc.rap 'NUs opened at th6 time uf Ge-rmany• s 
lest ff'ensive, the "Belgian Bulge". Scvn ~flier 
the )pcning '.Jf th~ canp it vws apparent th:::t this 
thrust wes estineu tv fcil~ one... str)ng feeling 'f 
tension between the JUJericGn nnd GBruon p(;rs':1nnel 
existeu. There were .many .l-.llieu. ::.ir rniu.s in the 
vicinity, and the rir elort system ~t the ccnp wos 
rigiLl. 

When an air 2lert wc.-s soundeu, ell Pm~ were re
quirbc to hurry t their b~rrccks cnC were given 
.J!lly three minutes in which to clear the open 
are~s between buildings. One evening a wnrning 
signcl w~ .. s given enG abvut n h0ur lutcr the secvncl 
alcrr1 w s soun ou. ht this mvment, four ;~Jericen 
officers ·wore stonding ct the fence tnlki!lg to 
some Serbian of icBrs onc.."L \Jer slc.• ~ in looving the 
fenc • Just Bs they recchoc the steps of their 
barrRck, enll before the termination vf the three
minu tc perioG., a gu '1rd sc·~.'J them enc fired ... t tht.m. 
H\:j w~s · b J t ?5 ycr~s c.vvay, "Jut h- hit ne 'Jf the 

fficvrs in the bGck, piercin his lung anC: chest. 
The vfficor died the foll wing c.r y )f the wounc1 s. 

;Jhe I. r fl!J.Ci. l:lJrC nir rc;:i{S ?CCurr C ur.cl the 
rigiLity of the ~ir ~l8rt rul~s ren~ine6 the snme, 
it becn.r: e necess· ry f Jr tL .m~n t.., be c :mfinu: t-:> 
their b rr'C.{S f.Jr six rnJ. seven hvurs at a time. 
Tl e S.~.O c J~ ... ple: inc<.. tv the Gcrtlnn c Jn:.rnnr..u.ent th'"'t 
the 1DC

1
• - inC: )ur t ilct rf~cili tics unc: tht: 1 ng 

p rivCs 1f cvnfi enunt were detrim ntal tu the 
hG~ltl.l f thu o z:. Th~ COirl.r.l'nc:<.!nt lt..ter :rescinC.ed 
tho Jruer, ~n~ eve penni~si0n fur the men to go 
to the letrine. The f)llJ Lay, one f the 
ufficers lLft tht: builaing ona w~lke~ tJ~Lr~ th
lctrln • L gunrd yellcu s~aething ct Li! in G~r
mer which the ~ u.iCl n)t u erstant.., cnC: t lt:~ gurr~ 
ir ..... rnedi ... t l shot hin in th~ bt.ck vf tl l1t:C • 

This inciuent w~s witnoss8c... oy the car.p c r.-:...'·k-n<..r.nt, 
General von Goeckol, Culunel Go..; e, '"nu. Mcjor B(;rnC.t 
cs they vcrc c.pprv- ching th~.;~ ere a. ,ihen th y rtcchcCt 
the officer he \vos <.:eu nn th· Uc rc.. .n urely statec. 
h ~iu u;t ow ob )ut thu new rul~. 
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There t~os one pGrticulnr rule which ccused a 
great deal of C!issonsion between the G£rmans 
and J:.mericEns. The commanuunt issued orders 
thet all ,ij,.rnericans were required to s&lute all 
Geroan-0fficers first, reg8rdless of their renk. 
Nu turally, this rule wcs violated on many .Jcca
sions end was always a subject of discussion 
between the Si~O anc.. the Geman officials. .i.fter 
the arrivLl vf the officers fr.;rn Ofleg 64. the 
cornmandnnt was persuaC.eu tv rev-:>ke the vrC:er. 

When t .. e car.1p first openet: the rr. tion h~d a 
"pc p~r value" c,)ntent of 1??0 cel·)ries per c.sy. 
This wcs bel.;w the normnl requirm1ent f :r r.1en 
getting :plenty ')f sleep Dl1u performing no vvurk. 
The rotion WLS cut SbVcrul times until it cun
taincd only 1070 cLlvries u C:ay. Officers were 
nllcvvec. tv purcl":.uSE.; supplerl8ntury r:::tivns from 
the canteen v~hen supplies were avt ileble. These 
usually CJnsistdd of c&bbcge, CLrruts enc bebtS. 
Thc.:re WE.:I'8 Ill· Rcc.. Cr Jss p:"Jcl{nges Leli vered c..uring 
the entire periJ..:, but the Serbisn ·)fficers in
sisto<.· .)U shnring 1vi th the lw{;:riccn officers vn 
n :pur capitn bc..sis oll )f the RoC.: Cross fJ-->G. 
pLrcGls receivea by Serbs. In ell, npproxi~etoly 
1500 parcels were given tlJ the J:..ruc,ricans during 
the t ree m.Jnths of the caJlp•s opera"ti'')n. 

The kitchen used by the :J,lE.riccns was suitably 
equipped, ancl the Gerr.1nn rations were uscu tJ 
th~ bcs t :JC:V[~ntago. ThG 8Xtre;me shortage of 
fuel hampered the prep,,ration of tht- f:, d, but 
after the wo.1u-f 'rage ~~t' ils ·were fvmed, this 
si tu8ti ')ll VJGs impr.;vcd. 

Tho n rmal daily menu C•)nsistcd of vne-tenth of 
e lo3f' vf bre!'lC., one cup 01 ersatz coffee, 1)UC 

bowl of burley S)Up, enG one serving 0f a veget
obl" 8 c.ey. Lb 0ut three tir:10s :" w0ek c small 
piece of m~rg~.ri::.1e as isoued, t .. nJ ucc" si onally 
c tc:blesp.) )ll 1 ,f sug~ .. r. Tovv:...ru the en c. f Mc..rch, 
n2-ny ufficers wore in o c.anger.Jus C.Jnui ti. n i ue 
to .r;r lnutri ti· n, GnC. the SIV:O crec .. i tu\..l the gener
·Jsi ty f t w Serbian ..>fficur .. with th8 ving .Jf 
m·Jny lives. 1 

The h al t . f t".u )fficors ·w· s vt .)J{. HLny 
of tho I!len crri vee. rt tr .. .J Of 2?" V'i tb WvUUL..S from 
the bettlt::ficll.. Uscrly c..ll .. f thbD 1r:v. been 
m: rc .... rao1.y milt.:;S L. bitterly c-.>1~ -v G£th6r with 
i! suffici<::nt fo { "l!.~l· rost. Few PW arrivet... et 
th c s: .. :p ir... vehicles. The l:...ck uf · proper c~iet 
pruvt;n tt; ~ quick roc_, ver it:s fr m such !, in.Jr ~il
.me1ts es cvlas, c..ysentt.-ry, trench i'ect an(: in
fl unze. Theref•')ro t aen with serivus WJUI ... c....s ul1C.. 

illnt:Jsses hRu. little chance Jf recovery 1Jith.;ut 
th\:: f1ssistance of the serbi- n c._;mp• un-. 
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When the 27 meclieal "'~fficers of the cor11p8u d 
were orpturev., their equiument l:)nd s pplies 
were o~nfiscsted. H,_,\>tJever, s.Jrne few urugs ane. 
instruments hed been c ncenled 2n~ wer6 smuggled 
i to the camp. TL.e 20-be~ dispensary vvas vn the 
second floor of e good brick builGing which rls; 
h..>used the moC.ic~Jl personnel c.:nG the first-~:id 
r )QID. All of the r< r ns v~ere wall-lighted Dlld 

eleon. Every effort was ra.JU.e by the medic~l per-
Jl"l..~el to mr.ke the !> tien ts ~s c, . .lJnfurtt.ble c.s 

pvssible. The oen who were serivusly ill ~ere 

trecteu in the ~djuining lazaret \~hich -vms a 
pert of the S0rbian Oflcg. The Sbrbicn lezar~t 
c ... m.tc:int:cl '-J:50 baC.s • enC:.. al th\)Ugh thGre to .... the 
equ1pment was nvt goo~, the Sbl:'binn <loctors rwd 
been in prisvn fvr "b0Ut f,)Ur yecrS CUC Were 
experience~ in suce~ssfully treQting o Vvri ty 
of "kriegy" eillilents '~i th makeshift uec.icinos 
anc.. equipll :1t. FJrtunctely, surgical eq,uipment 
WL quite guvu; the hec.u. ~f tiJB staff W8S o 
fac)US surgeon Jt vutstan 'iug ebility. 

S Dn after the l.ru.cricons crri Vb t:, the SMO of 
the Serb ian cvtl ..>unC::. f.l si nee. 60 bec..s for the 
e:xclusi ve use Clf l.merieons, an-· since 'invali u 

reti)n were issued there in a<lclition to the 
~thor n~vontage offereu, the non wh0 wer~ ad
:m.ittec. to ho lazaret haC. a bettor chrncc fe>r 
roc· vc.>ry. 

There rs uo German st ek ...,f cl)thing ond no 
Red Crvss clJthing W3s receive~ while the camp 
was in opcr8ti· n. In th beginning, m~st of 
the r.1eu hoc! complete unif.)rms, but lockec 
extre socks, sw~ct~rs anl jPckets. Shoes were 
lll noe<l )f repeir 8t all tires end n) rep8ir 
equipment wes furnishe~. Becnuse f extreme 
eol~ and 1· ck f fuel, thG clJthing sh~rtngc 
beccte a bitter hErcship fJr everyone, an· lifo 
ot Ofl~g l3 B WPs rcc:'.ucer... t.J getting on. ugh 
f0od tJ k p well and finding way anG n~cns 
tu k op w:.rm. 

The Jfficors p~;;~rf -..rl .... t...ll l'!.) 'W )rk except C'-"l:lP llc
toils essigned by the SJO. 

At tl.le tile the ~:en were C"pturt:u,_..\loj~~ 
GS cvnfi~~· t ~ ~ r~ceipt .ivo~ 

in\..i viL.uul. Since there: 1Nr:s nv psy scale; WJrkeO. 
..)Ut, thE: ..... n purch~se'-' supplies fr,;r.! tr .. ~ c~nteen 
on o ut..,bit enc.. crec...i t syat6rJ, using tl:..oir rec ipts 
os c .1_• t~ral. Pricos in the csnteen vvere. ex
ceptionPlly high, but by clever L'lenipulc..tion the 
officurs were a le tv purchase t:.~E:l _ua "e t!Illvunts 
' en items were put on SLle. 

Tho utgJing nail vw.s atisfect rily h--n!....l~-, a:nc 
the usu~l throe letter fvrms r..nd three p st care. 
per r.:.onth were issu ·d. huwevc;r, no inc0ning m.'"il 
was r ooived during th· camp's vp~ratiul. 
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Morolc 

Weltaro 

Religion 

Recrertivn 

Horn10 et this C<"1r.tp \-v?s not high. ~Jhcn com
paree: with lon~-estcblishec co.r.1ps, th&rc wes 
little se:.lblence of orgoniz,tivn. The cxtrer:1ely 
ba~ conG.i tions se~::mec. t•) crb[' te a re-eling \)f 

futility an~ c~relessncss. Several Jffic~rs 
rep-Jrtet: th~.lt this si tuDti,.)n wus iDp )Vee ~fter 
thb arriv~l vf the cvecuces fr0m Oflrg 64. Tho 
exnmple .Jf mili tnry discipline, C-.)urt~sy anu 
personr..l cleanliness (.isplayeu by men whJ h~d 
been fvrct-6. t-J r::.crch 345 miles thr . .}ugh sub-zero 
on~ z~r . .) wo· ther ~iu. e gre;c.t w.t:cl t .. :,-vvcr'"'" reis
ing the l:lOrnlc Jf the vthcr vfficcrs. livwever' 
the C)npleto l~ck vf nail enu the ~Ulvst cer
tein knvwleu.ge thet their f!rnili~s ho<l l1Jt been 
n:)tifiec of their se.fety c:ue t . .; th le.rgc number 
r.;f capti vc.s. cvntribute·· :. .. grt.:. t <.eal tv the 
luv'J nr)rele Ji' tl..e PW. 

ThfZ:: firzt visit Jf th~ l:)rvtccting Pvv~er was moae 
by ~.cci.:.t:nt. The Detoining P1wer heel n.:>t nvti
fie~ th PrJtocting Plwer ~f th~ existence ~r 
the cr~p but Jn 22 Je!u~ry 1945, ~e~rescntBtives 

f the s~viss legation nrri voC: t) inspect Stclf-lg 
13-C, ~ n( the c:-C:j·)ining Serb ion c.)m.pount in 
tOC')r cnee with previous arrsngemonts. vJhon in
f·Jrmeo by the commenC.Ant )f the Oflcg 's ,)poning, 
the repres ntatives' request tv visit tho c~mp 
wos pprovcc"'. J\.t tb.~ .. t timo thf.;re were mr-.. y 
Shi)rt.-gos. Mony r~.;quisiti)ns v~e:re r:m.clG r:n the 
InternP.ti;nol Re~ Cr)ss, but supplies wert.; n)t 
receive~ pri~r tJ th~ liber~ti~n if the cnnp • 
.J .. nothE::r visit f the Protecting P )"\~er wrs r.1cce 
on 25 M .rch 1945 when Bcut£: sh Jrt·· g s Wt;re re
pJrted to the Rs~ CrJss ~gin. NJ YlllC~ u Red 
cross cquipnent W')S .LtiCCi ve~ by the cc.:.mp, Ln·~ 

the nly benofi ts were rocei ved thr.)ugh the 
c )Urtcsy )f th~;;: St:Jrb ian c JmpJunc,. 

Thcru were se J~;.;ll Prvtesto.nt cheplr:.ins , nL tw .. 
R)no CLth>lic priests in the ccmp, but since 
the r J )f,! pr JViC\GL. by the Gl=lrlamlS f0r ruligiuus 
services VJ Js nvt h'~utec. L. ttenG.ence w~ s smell. 
Religi; ~ .rt:clos n~c~ss~ry f r ccthJlic ser
vicus \ere ll.Jt [ v~ ilt1olc w~til the lt:st )f .. ~~.).rcll. 

Th r~ wu.s ne r; Jffi S<;;t c siue · s c ••c.oy-ro .. ,m'', but 
&g~in the, leek .,f hE;;· ting fccilities pr~v~ntcc.<. 
its bee x..-il g P-·PU .... r. Tht- SE..rbiWJ.s <... ;nctt:C: twj 
ping-pJng t:bl~s, cerus and ch0ck~r-boarws whilu 
a Sl •. :-·11 gr up f <lustrnliuns l~cateu ne rby c.. JUI:'teci 

n pit n.) rL ... L s A:l~ muscial ins1;rum.ents. The "jara
sussion • b\:JC8!.'l.<J th& ·.Jnly f·)rm :yf amuseme' t Whlch 

stinu1"teC:. m)rPlt~. F)r Jutu )r cctivity, thcr~ 
-w:s r m f•Jr v ly JUe sp'Jrt .•• h)rse-sh ;e pitching, 

c.nG. this hr<l f~w t..eV:)tcos. The leek Jf b-.~Jks, 
the trical equipment, sp)rts kits n~ ert equip
mont m~~e the dulln0ss of cspti~ity a cJnstPnt 
s urcc of GiscJCf) t. 
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Evacunti;;n 

Liberation 

on 2'7 Mnrch 194:5, the St.O VJ[.S n0tifie(_ that the 
CGIDp '\~-..~ulcl be; C. VRCUfitoG th~.t c..ftern·.JuU ~t 1600. 
1~ t 1300, t..m.eric£.n tanks eppc--:.reG. c.;llC after a 
SJ.ort C.)nsultati)n with the Gcrmen vfficials, 
the ru~o uecideG tJ surren~er the c£.mp tu th~ 
tLsk fvrcc. This fvrctJ Wc•S 50 miles e.heac ,)f the 
tlr.in biJ~Y )f .JU':Iericen tr Jvps rnd there were no 
l£cili tius t .... tr::nsp,.,rt the Plv frv!il the cemp 
oxcBpt n the t~nks. Tl"1e S~\.0 t..i vi~ec... the nen 
intu three gr.:ups: th ... sc whJ wvre r:.-.·t physicslly 
Gble tv m~'kt.o the trip; those vvh:J WJulC. be ~b..Le 
t . .- W<Jl b~si(_e the tc-nks; cnu th,JSO ~~hJ iih.Jllld 

hove to riu.o. ()'u.t ;f cb ;Ut 500 t'-.1hJ tried t(> 
march, )nly 30 g...;t thr.;ugh t.; tho l.r .• .:..ric~n lines. 
Th.~se 1v 10 ro·:..e Jn tht:. t£-nks r;_n int) strJng enc.my 
vppjsitiJn, PUG ell ~ere 8ither kille1 Jr recup
ture .• Th f\-11 )'wir-g _.:y s __ ::o 500 were mJve ·, 
JUt by tr8in tv ~;ur: berg. .Ul .J!' tho rern8.ining 
cbl--bJ_i~~ :ron ~ere ~·rcho( the 90 rnilss t0 
st ... ::.~ g ?~ .. , 1.1..- s'Jurg. T1H;; r.!Cn !Vh) 1:vere sick in 
the lrz·.rt. t nnl. tho infir::-.1 ry el·;ng with the 
r.1ec"licel. str:f , rvmsinet.: bohi:1c... 

4.fter the main cvr;cuc: ti.;n fr'Jm Er::.mruslburg, the 
Germrns left Lnly D t )l(en gu-- r< .: r 1Wld the camp 
t picl~ up the r.r.1ericDn strr-.~glers fr n the first 
"lib~r··,ti,_,nu, BnC::. t; gu5r<. the SE.:rbiuns 1Jh) vw:re 
n ·t cv~cu-- tee.. Th~.:; gurtt. c np!.'ny thr t h ~ r.1~(e 
the norch :f'rJr.l Schubin, P:lnnd, with the members 
'Jf Ofl~g 64 wr:s usee. f )r the r:uver.:vnt ,f the tru )ps 
t Nurr.b€-rg. The remaining guArc~s ·wer£.. '"1ll V)lks
turu, onu Wc;;re re;sp .. :;.sible f >r gzthering the '_""16!'
ic n stre~glers togethE.-r ir.. .., c _\mp')UlH~ r1C:j )ining 
the n~in .J .. r.l8ri'!~An CvO:p JUl1 ~. j'._s s JOll ,. s they 
C)llecte~ gr0up )f 50 )r 76, eVcCU'tivu m· rches 
Wvulc: be:gin. 

en 3 J.prll 1945, a Gorman hcuptcnn erriveu <-<t the 
Cil p, ~ ... n<:. t skel.. th'-' SlJ!O f Jr f ·ur Jf ttt- n:>st S(:)r

i ·Usly ·wJur .. dec... )ri sunc.rs tv be \..b 1gnc:. te;c~ f ·r 
tr~ nsfer to th~ t Jw~ Jf B .-.. h.issc:ng<..n v h(;.re the 
G0rJ..~-Lns hd s• _t>:p-.~sec..ly c ~nvL.rtE-L: 23 rl-s .... rt t.:·t~ls 
L.t J oOO-boC. l. --spi tals. Thv G .... rmr:r. .>l'fict;r rc-
portt;<... th t B \.issin "0;l w .... s tv bG ... c.U.u a opt;;ll 
city bocnuse Fr:. u G JE.;!boe..~..s ·w'" s living in th~ t JV~n. 
T e &:o protesto~ th nJv~~uht ~r tho wen because 
1 t night impnir t!11..-ir ch· ::.:ctJs f .,Jr recJV ry. \Jhe.n 
this prvtc:st viJ'.!S vur-rul ·<.... b:> the Gcr.m'"ln .>i'fi cer • 
the 5!10 r~...~uc;st"' tv bt;; :p.__r.r 1 ttec. t.J g to th 
l'uuv::'ic .... lintJS ---n i.lU' .Jrl:l tho co.clm:n~crs that the 
cit:,. 1.-H. s '' -..~pon''- T is purmission wus ufusol.., fllH .. 

et . ~i ·hi ;>ht :.fvur \' .~un~ec. ncr.. \Jere tt..ken in c truck 
t- ... thu (;sort t wn. Tho f ~·llvvJin~ c.""y, tv·h) or~re 
ev~cuetiJns t ~k plece inv,lv·~ tb)ut 2 sick~~ 

.;undu l Jft'ieors. " .. ft~r thu sec JnC. trip th:;t <:.ay 
1 

the L.ri ver evic..ently b c ... .me norv )Us over tl.lc 
:pr')Ximi ty vf th /~,."aerie· n t:r·· )PS 11nc" failel. t) 
return t) the c?mp 81th 1u .h h13 he ... • been rc.cro<.. 
t·_, cvocurte nt le· st 20 m~...-r0 Fd L.uring tho .Py. 
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On 6 i:..pril 1945, tht; 14th .i:.rr:lvred Di visiun on
t~re~ tn6 tJW~ f Earr.oelburg in gre·~t fvrcu enc 
fire<?. Jn ell rer,1aining buil<.~ings, ccrefully 
CVJi1....ing the cw::p. ·:wever, tvv) 1 rg-' sh lls 
belic'tred fireC. by the Gernens c~i<.~ expl·Jde in 
the camp <rec. There \ere uo ccsuc:.lt)es uuring 
the entire libort"ti,.~n, ~1nt:. the cvccu~ti:)n of 
the P\. w::s rrrung~:.;u fvr in en urc.lerly VJGY. BY 
this tiro only e hcnu.ful vf Gerrl8n gu~r~~s re
r.k inec., ~ .. nc... they wbr turnec.. over tJ CIC units 
which ha accur\peni0Ll the spearheo.u. 

-X X X-
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location 

Strensth 

Description 

STALAG l?B 

(Air Force Non-Commissioned Officers) 

Stalag l?B was situated 100 meters northwest of 
Gneixendorft a village which is six kilometers 
northwest or Krems, Austria (48°27' N • 15°39' E). 
The surrounding area was populated mostly by 
peasants who raised cattle and did truck farming. 
The camp itself was in use as a concentration camp 
from 1938 until 1940 when it began rec iving French 
and Poles as the first PW. 

On 13 October 1943 1 1350 non-commissioned officers 
of the air forces were transferred from Stalag ?A 
to Stalag l?B, which already contained PW from 
France, Italy, Russia, Yugoslavia and various 

aller nations. At the time of the first Protect
ing Power visit on 12 Jan ary 1944, the strength h d 
increased to 2667. From then until the last days of 
the war a co •• stant stream of non-commissioned effie rs 
arrived from Dulag Luft and stre th reached 4237 in 
spite of protestations to the Detaining Power about 
the over-crowded conditions. 

The entire camp contained 29,?94 prisoners of war of 
various nationalities. 

The Americans oceup1ed five compounds, each of which 
measured 1?5 yards by 75 yards and contained four 
double barracks 100 by 240 feet. The barracks were 
built to accommodate approximately 240 men, but at 
least 400 men were crowded into them after the first 
three months of occupancy. Each double barrack con
tained a washroom of six basins in the center of the 
building. The beds in the barracks were triple-decke , 
and each tier had ·rour compartments with one man to a 
compartment, making a total of 2 men in each group. 
Each single barrack h d a stove to supply heat and 
cooking facilities for approximately 200 men. The 
fuel ration for a week was 54 pounds of coal. Because 
o the lack of heating ~nd an insuffic1ent number of 
bl nkets, the men slept two to a bunk for added warmth. 
Lighting facilities were very poor, and many light 
bulbs were missing at all tlmes. 

Aside from the nine doublo barracks used for housing 
purposes one barrack was reserved for the infir.mary 
and the medical personnel's quqrters. Half of bar
rack was the library, another half for the MOC and his 
sta r. a half for the theater, n half for ed Cross 
food dist ibu ion and a hnlf for the meeting roo • In 
addition, one barrack was used as a rep ir shop for 
shoes ~nd clothing. Four additional barracks were 
added in early 19 , but two others ere torn d 
because they ere con 1dered by the Germans to be too 
close to the fence, thus ma 1n it posslble for to 
build tunnels for escape purpo es. One o these bulld
ing had been u ed as a gymnasium, and the other a 
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u.s. 
Personnel 

German 
Personnel 

Treatment 

a chapel. Latrines were open pit-type and were sit a
ted away from the barracks. 

Two separate wire fences ch6rged with electricity sur
rounded the area, and four watchtowers equip e with 
machine guns were placed at strategic points. At night 
street lights were used in addition to the searchlights 
from the guard towers to illuminate the area. 

Sta f Sergeant Kennet J. Kurtenbach ;as MOC from the 
opening of the camp until its vacuation. Major Fred 
H. Beaumont was th SAO and the medical officer, but 
took no active part in the camp organization. Captain 
Stephen W. Kane was the only chaplnin and acted in an 
advisory capacity whenever called upon. There also 
exi ted a security comnuttee. Sgt. Kurtenb ch carried 
on the administration with the allowing o~gonization: 

8/Sgt. Charles M. Belmar 
T/Sgt. Alexander M. Haddon 
S/Sgt. David H. Woo 
S/Sgt. Gerald H. Tucker 
/Sgt. Samuel E. Underwood 

S/Sgt. Ed ard W.Weisenberg 

The medical staff consisted of: 

Major Fred H. Beaumont 
Captain Garrold H. Nungester 
Captain Tha as E. Corcoran 
Captain Paul G. Jacobs 

Adjutant 
School Director 
4ai 1 Supervisor 

Mail Supervi or 
Theater Supervi or 
Sports Superviso 

The German pe sonnel changed somewhat during th camp' 
xistenc , but for most of the time, the following men 
re in control in the positions indicated: 

Oberst Kuhn 
Major W nglorz 
ajor Eigl (Luftwaff 

Oberstabs rzt Dr. P~lger 

Comm dant 
Security Officer 
Lager Officer 
Doctor 

Th blame for the bad conditions which exi ted at this 
camp h s been placed on Ob rs Kuhn 'II ho both un-
reasonable and uncoopera ive. Four months elapsed 
af er the opening of the compound before the MOC was 
granted an interview with the commandant to register 
protests, and weeks ould pass befor written requests 
ere acknowledged . Frequently, orders would be i ued 

to the MOC verbally and vould never be confir.med in 
writing. Same cooperation was obtained from Major igl, 
but since ther w riction between him (Luftw ffe) 
and he other German offices (Wehrmacht), his authority 
a ext em ly limited. 

The tre tment at stalag l?B was never considered goo , 
end was at t · e even brutal. An e ample of xtreme 
brutality occurred in early 1944. Two en attem ting 
to escape ere disco ered in n out-of-bou as rea 
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Food -

adjoining the carr~ound. As soon as they were dis
covered, they threw .up their hands indicating their 
surrender. They were shot while their hands were 
thus upraised. One of the men died immediately, but 
the other was only injured in the leg. After he fell 
a guard ran to wjthin 20 feet of him and fired again. 
The guards then turned toward the barracks and fired 
wild shots in that direction. One shot entered a 
barrack and ~eriously wounded an American who was lv
ing in nis bunko Permission was denied the America~s 
by th~ ~ermans to bring the body of the dead man into 
the compoQ~d for burial, and medical ~reatment for the 
injured man in th outer zone was delayGd sev .al hours. 

One PW was mentally sick when he was taken to the 
hospital where no provisions were made to handle cases 
of this type. In a moment of insanity the PW jumped 
from a window and ran to the fence~ followed by a 
French doctor and orderlies who shouted to the guard 
not to shoot him. He was dressed in hospital pajamas 
which should have indicated to the gunrd that he was 
mentally unbalanced even if the doctor had not called 
the warning. As the patient climbed over the fence 
the guerd shot him ·in the heart. 

There ·were about 30 ecorded cases of gusrds striking 
PW with bayonets, pistols and rifle butt. Protests 
to the commsndant were alwnys useless. In fact, on 
one occasion the commandant is reported to have stated 
that men were lucky to get off so lightly. 

On another occasion 8n order wns issued thct all PW 
take everything that they vrented to keep and stand 
on the p rade ground as if they were leaving camp. 
Nothing was touched in the barracks during the search 
that ensued. The same procedure was followed on the 
next day, and still nothing wo.s touched. The third 
d3y, most .of the PW left behind many articles of food, 
clothing and comfort equipment. On this occasion, 
German troops entered the compound with wagons and 
took away any and all articles left in the barracks 
during th~ parade. The Protecting Power described 
this act as ~lunder to the German commandant who final
ly promised to retu n the items, but this proved to 
be an almost impossible task. 

The nor.mnl ration issued to a PW for one week was as 
follows:. 

Bread 
Fat 

Potatoes 

Beets or raisins: 
Starch foods 

2425 grams 
218 grams 

{68 grams were cooking fate The 
ra~aininder for spread~) 

(Vary up to 2800 grams. For the 
decrease in potatoes another legu
minous plant was substitutded.) 

1?50 grams 
150 grams 
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Cottage cheese : 
Sugar 
Marmalade 
Ersatz coffee 
Vegetables 
Salt 
Raisins 
Dri Vegetables: 

(approx.) 

94 grams 
1?5 grams 
1?5 grams 

12 grams 
450 gram.s 
140 grams 
120 grams 

43 grams 

An average daily menu would contain the following! 

3 notatoes 
1 cup of soup 
22 grams of bread 

t cup of ersatz coff e 
3 grams of margarine 

Vegetables were issued only when available and with
in the limits of the auanities available to German 
civilians. 

Wh n rese-ve supplies of R d :Jross parcels were re
ceived in the ... runp 1 t!le Gern~an autnori ties reduced 
their iss e ration, 1ren tt),gh prot sts were made to 
the corranondsJ.1t bJ the ~m~ and the Protecting Power, 
this practica cont'nu~d. As soon as the Red Cross 
supplies would be exlteusted, the normal ration would 
again be issued. 

For "'-he first three months absolutely no eating uten ... 
sils were suppliod. At the end of that time, one 
bowl and one spoon were given to oach third man. PW 
wore able to make bowls and spoons from Klim cans, 
wh ch also served as drinking mugs. 

On 17 October 1944, some one broke into the kitchen 
and stol~ 2?5 packcges of cigarettes and 35 standard 
Red Cross p~rcels complet • Since the keys to the 
kitchen were held by the GermGns it wus obvious that 
they :ere rosponsibl for the theft However the com
mandant did nov satisfy tne MJC with his report of 
the investigation. 

Toward the last of September 1944, th MOC rae· veda 
telegram from the Internation l Red Cross that tbrve 
c~rlo ds of fooo., clothing !lnd comfort supplies would 
arrive in ~ few d ys. These cars did in fact arrive 
the ~irst of October, but the commandant neither noti
fied the M~G nor had the csrds unlosa.ed.. Instead, the 
c rs war rerouted to another city wherv the contents 
were stored in a 1ili tary par,~. Representatives of 
the IRC arr·ved s fe~ days l~ter and informed the MOC 
the t tho comi'llnnd nt h'1d ord rs to reroute the shipment 
for "mili t!"lry reasons,'' U~on J.nspec+ion of the cars 
in the ne ... rby to-'lin ~ only o few of the cnses proved to 
hnve been pi:fered~ Althou5 h there were only 3000 
po;rc ls on hAnd in the camp, the deliv~ry of these cars 
was fol~yed two weeksc On 9 Decembdr tro mora carloads 
errlv0d and the shipment was 13 cGses short. On 13 D -
cenber four more cars arrived, of which one car was si -
teon cases shor~, nine other cases pillaged, and one cc~ 
with two cases mi si g. Seals o all four c rs wer 
brokt; • 
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H a th 

Except for these incidents, the Red Cross supplies 
arrived in good condition. 

In general, health of the PW was good. They main
tained their weight until the last month or so before 
the evacuation; they were active in games and sports, 
end stayed mentally healthy by keeping busy. Approx·
mately 150 attended sick call each day with skin 
diseases, upper-respiratory infections and stomach 
ailments. About 30% of all cases at sick call were 
for skin diseases attributed to the conditions under 
which th.y lived& The acute shortage of water (avail
able four hours each day), lack of hot water, lack o 
laundry facilities, and over-crowded sleeping conditions 
created many health problems, but improvements were 
always noticed during the s~~er months when the men 
could be outdoors a great deal of the t1me. 

The average daily strength of the re~ier wes ?0, while 
the adjoining lagerlazaret cared for approxLmately 40 
who ware victims of the more seriou cases of shrapnel, 
flak and gun wounds. Conditions there were very satis
factory in equipment, medical, clinical and surgical 
attendance. X-ray and consulta~ion services were 
ava~lable, and were supervised by very competent medi
cal officers who were prisoners of war of nationalities 
other than American. 

The revier originally consisted of two ordinary bar
racks and two sectional "knock-down" temporary build
ings. Th se also housed the medical personnel as pre
viously stated. The construction was not weather tight 
and heating in cold weather was impossible. During 
most of the cold weather the water pipes froze, but 
the installation of a new stove in one of the buildings 
enabled the hospita~ staff to furnish an invalid diet 
to each patient and sufficient hot water for a bath on 
adm ssion and discharge as well as once a week during 
his stay. The fuel supply was inadequate for these 
standards, but supplementary fuel was supplied by men 
who volunteered for wood forage details. 

The two temporary buildings were set nside for isola
ti n wards of infectious patients, but because of their 
poor condition, they were sed onlY in cases of dire 
need. 

The mana ement of the revier was solely in the hands 
of the A erican medicel Pfl without cny interfe~ance 
from Ge1r,1 :1 authoriti s. A German medical office was 
ass1gne~ T. upervise t e revier, but his daily visits 
conc-..;1·~: ·'"' . .1<1r.inistr ti ve problems only. 

Th:1 clc,t 1.ng '"'Ond tion in the cemp was not unsatisfac
tory i th beginning because most of the men h d re• 
ceived nd~quote issues when they passed t~~ough D~lag 
Luft H~v;ever, after the con iscation referre to in 
the p:'lregraph on 'TrectmentJn sho tages beeP-me acute. 
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Work -

Mail -

There w re never sufficient blankets. The two thin 
cotton bla~kets issued by the Germans were describ d 
as '"t·~ lAcloths '' by many repatriates, and although 
the "i-tt rl C ·oss furnished many American GI blankets, 
th S'tJ."er gth increased so rapidly that only two
thiJ.'<h~ ')f the men ·1ere fortunate enough to be issued 
one. 

As in other camps. the leather flying jackets which 
n1ost of the men wore at the time of their capture 
were ~eken away, but after repeated protests, some of 
these were returnedo Shoes were a problem in the 
ea~ly stages, but the repair shop operated by PW al
leviated the condition to some extent. The Serbian 
shoes issued when GI shoes were not available from 
the stock Re'd Cross supplies proved to be inadequate 
in · uali ty to withstand the cold and mud. 

Since all of the men at this camp were non-c~~issioned 
officers, they were not required to work. 

The monthly rate of pay for the PIN was RM 7 .50·, or 
approximately ~1.63. However, the men received this 
money in cash only on a few occasions. The Germans 
stated that the pay was to reimburse the German 
gov rnment for tLe razor blades, soap, matches, pen
cils, paper, etc., which were sometime available in 
the canteen. 

The number of ma.i.l forms issued to each prisoner varied 
at diffaront ·t:i.m)s fre>m two mail forms and two post
cards ·~o fo11::• m j_ forms and three postcards. There 
was r.o reco..,..d of mail forms being withheld for disci
plin:;.rj r' ... asons, and apparently no check was made on 
the nwr.ber of co~~unications written by each PW. How
ever, on one occasion, forms were not issued, reported
ly because the printex had been embed out Two weeks 
later, a Protecting Power visit was announced and 
10,000 forms ware issued immediately. 

Incoming mail was very irregular and considered un
satisfactory by the P~. Since all of their mail had 
to be processed through Stalag Luft 3, c nsorship often 
delayed it four and five weeks. Surface letters re
quired an average of four months for deliv ry as againBt 
three months for air mail. Surprisingly enough, per
sonal pare ls often arrived in two months, but the 
aver e time in transit was three to five months. In 
August 1944, no parcels arrived in the ca~p, but the 
foll~wlng month 685 ~ere received. 

vv.hen pbrcy~s were deliv red to the camp, a list of the 
rec~vie~ts w~s posted in the barracks. These men were 
req~ir~J tc line up outside the delivery room, Before 
the I~l e~~~d t~~e poRsession of his pare 1, the German 
gua: •. "'d wo1:;.:i.d •- 1 ~e ... -.;h parc~l, take everyth:: ng out·' and 
punc~1 h'):eo ..~.n CJ"lJ v • nn d foodn = "PW 'Jer8 pe:-mi tted to 
keep t:l~· 0Q.~tai. t": ·• ~~r'w~:.-·ler no i te!,Ls were ever con
fieJat .d f om the.~e f~rcels aJ far as could be ascer
tainbc., 
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The morale of ~V at this camp was good as a result 
of two factors: the successes of the Allied armies 
in the field, and the recreational and educational 
oppo~tunities within the camp. There was no serious 
trouble among tPe PW, and the unimportant fights and 
disputes which occasionally occurred seemed to spring 
from a desire to breal~ the monotony. These incidents 
were quickly over and forgotten. 

The lo~· ership of the l.oc and his staff is credited 
with "j. 1 .w:d ntenance of high morale throughout the 
ex:e:~uce of the camp. 

Rep~esentatives of the International Red Cross Com
mittee and the Protecting Power visited the camp 
approximately every three months, and always trans-
mitted the complaints of the MOO to the German 
authorities in a strong manner. On many occasions, 
the Representatives reported unsatisfactory conditions 
at the camp to the State Department, and made every 
attempt to correct such conditions at the time of the 
visits. 

The dispatch of Red Cross parcels to the camps wa 
prompt, and all delays in supplies reaching PW was 
blamed on the German authorities. On several occa
sions insufficient clothing supplies were dispatched, 
but th1s was usually due to an increase in the strength 
after the requisit·on had been received in Geneva. 

Requisitions to the YMCA for sports equipment and books 
were always promptly filled. The only delay incurred 
on the requests was 1n getting the cpproval of trans
mission from the German commandant. 

Event ough repeated requests for additional chaplains 
were made to the German authorities, Captain Stephen W. 
K8ne carried the full eclesiastical burden for the 
camp. The PW cooperated with Father Kane in convert ng 
a barrack ipto a chnpel for the religious services. 
Father Knn held daily services for the Catholics of 
the canp, nd offered dditional services for the Pro
testant PW. His untiring efforts in behalf of the men 
contributed a great deal to the good morale and dis
cipline of the camp. 

The 1 rge recreation orea in the camp to which the men 
had occess during most of the daylight hours permitted 
them to enjoy a number of sports. Basketball, volley 
ball, baseb 11, boxing ~nd track me ts were anong the 
fav·ori te outdoor exercises. In addition, s ue enter
pris~n5 PW built a mini ture golf course and used 
hockey sticks and handballs s aquipment. Competitive 
spiT~t was hi h aft r barrack leagues and teams were 
fc·.tmE::d,. In ddi tion to those activities, the P\V took 
great pride in the excellent b3nd which gave frequent 
concer··~s and which played for the theatrical efforts 
of the "Cardboard Players." During the cold r months, 
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the ~~ depended a great d al on card games, checkers, 
chess, and other indoor games, as ·well as reading 
material from the well-stocked library. A complete 
public address system with speakers in each barrack 
inspired the organization of a "radio station" {WPBS) 
which furnished scheduled programs of music and infor
mation, 

The most outstanding effort in fie d of recreation was 
the educational program organized by T/Sgt. Alexande~ 
M. Haddon with the following aims and objectives: 

(1) To keep men mentally alert 
(2) To Offer accredited instruction 
(3) To help men to plan for post-war educational and 

vocational activities. 

Sgt. Eaddon was assisted by a staff composed of in
structors, librarians, a secretary, and office help. 
Classes in Mathematics, Law, Photography, Music, Econom
ics, American History, Shorthand, Auto Mechanics, Eng
lish, Spanish, German and French were given to the 
students. The school was held in a building containing 
the fiction and technical libraries. Six separate 
classrooms acco~~odating 40 men were used for instruc
tion, and furniture consist of enches, tables and 
blackboards. Bec,use the limited supply of technical 
books prevented a check-out system, tables and benches 
were furnished for reference work. 

Inte::-ests which were not handled in the scheduled 
classes named above were provided for in evening dis
cussion groups. These were usually journalism, farm 
management and live-stock farming, and were directed 
by men ~tho had had successful experience in the fields. 
These evening discussion groups were particularly 
popular during the spring and summer months when they 
could be held outdoors after the supper hour. 

When the school was first started, attendance registered 
1389, but gradually enthusiasm droppe until the average 
attendance was 980. This was the average attendance 
figure during the schoolts operation. 

On 8 April 1945, 4000 of the PW at Stalag 17B began an 
18-day march of 281 miles to Braunau, Austria. The re
maining 200 men were too ill to make the march and ~·· ... re 
left behind in the hospital. These men were liberated 
on 9 May 1945 by the Russians. 

The marching colunu~ was divided into eight groups of 
500 w~th an Arner·c~n leader in charge of each group 
guarded y about 20 Germ~n Volkasturm guards and two 
do s. Red Cross parcels were issu d to each man in 
sufficient amounts to last about seven days. During 
the 18-day march, the column averaged 20 kilometers 
each day. At the end of the day, they were forced to 
bivouac in open fields regardless of the weather. On 
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three occasions, the men were quartered in cow barn • 
The only food furnished to PW by the Garman authorities 
was barley soup and bread. Trading with the German 
and Austrian civilians became the main source of sus
tenance after the Red Cross parcel suppl es ere ex
hausted. The destination of the column s a Russian 
prison comp 4 kilometers north of ~raunau. Upon ar
rival the PW cut down pine trees and ronde small huts 
since there was no housing available. Roaming guards 
patrolled the area end the woods surrounding the area, 
but no escape attempts were ronde because it was ap
parent that the liberation forces were in the immediate 
vicinity. 

The day after their arri va 1 at the ne site , Red Cross 
parcels were issued to every PW. A second issue was 
made s few days later of one parcel for ev ry fifth 
m!'ln. 

On 3 May 1945 the camp 'as liberated when six men of 
the 13th Armored Division rrived in three jeeps ond 
easily ccptured the rem~ining guards who numbered 205. 
Other units of the 13th Armored foll~1ed shortly and 
orgnnized the evacuation of the P~'l by C-47 to Frsnca 
on 9 "Y 1945. 

-XX:X:-
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