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Italians asked the men of the battalion if they wouldn’t like
lo eat the German breakfast. Also, the Italians. overjoyed
at being freed and trying to kiss everyone, wanted to know
if they couldn’t get into the tanks and fight.

Told they could not, they took German rifles and joined
the 68th,

That morning Rupboden, up the valley. fell to the 48th.
Only the white flags were flying and the civilians crowded
the sidewalks to watch the tanks.

As the column moved on out, a tank commander looked
back and saw a German running down the streets of the city,
urging the civilians to pull down the white flags. The tank
commander swung his turret and cut the man down with his
machine gun. The column moved on. It encountered stub-
born resistance: enemy infantry, self-propelled gums, and
tanks. Resistance was broken with the aid of the artillery,
observed by Lieut. John Paul, commanding the 2nd Platoon
of A-68. The hospital center of Bad Bruckenau, resort center
with 80 doctors and nurses and 400 patients, was captured
without firing a shot, Tec/5 Elmer Fisher’s crew fired on an
anti-tank gun outside town and captured five of the gun
CTCW.

1M fortune accompanied the next action. There was a
stiff fight and after three hours hard fighting eighteen men
battled their way into the first two houses of Bruckenau;
and heavy bazooka firing set fire to the first house. The Ist
Platoon suffered heavy casualties from artillery. attempting
to get up to those 18 men. The besieged men hung on grimly
through the night; the next morning the American attack
on the town was successful. It was during this attack on
Bruckenau that a four man patrol from A Company under-
took a daring mission, Four volunteers: Pfes, Read M. Biss-
well, Carl E. Benson, Royal A. Parks, and Ellwood M.
Hoover, proceeded several hundred yards in advance of the
main attack 1o determine whether the road was free of ob-
stacles. The route was down the main road and across two
hundred and fifty yards of flat. open, trecless terrain. The
men were informed that several hundred enemy troops had
been reported in the town during the night, and that many
bazooka-men were presumed to be along the main road in the
woods, The patrol moved fast across the field, harassed by a
mortar barrage and sniper fire, got to the besieged eighteen
men, and brought back information that allowed the column
to overrun the town.

At Bruchenau the column picked up two prisoners of war
who told them that they came from Romershag—the next
town—and that Romershag wanted to surrender but that
there were SS men who said Hitler had told them if they
surrendered they would be shot.

Maj. Cavin put the PWs on a quarter ton with a white
flag and drove them to the outskirts of town. The priseners
went on in to tell the people if the town surrendered there
would be no shooting and the quarter ton came back.

An hour later Maj. Cavin went up to the town in a tank
with a white flag: but the tank was fired on and turned back.

Romershag was taken that night. The two original prison-
ers were found in a cellar with two SS guards; the PWs said
the SS had refused to let them make the peace terms known.,

It was not all a drive from town to town.

At Romershag and later at Neustadt, and at other towns,
there was fighting.

The 500th Field—so anxious to keep up with the fast
moving column that at one time its artillery pieces got up
into the point and the forward observers were behind it—
would go into position and the 105’ would bark. The tanks
would deploy and the 76’s would speak; and the walls of the
neat little villages would erupt into geysers of smoke and
rubble; and the tanks would roll forward, and there would
be anti-tank guns and bazookas and snipers, and soldiers
would die.

The tankers and the infantrymen lying dead alongside the
road didn’t know that the war was almost over, and that this
was a glorious victory.

That was the second night of the breakthrough.

Tmrp NicHT

By the third day a neat little system for marking roads
had come into use.

The maintenance vehicles and kitchens and other battalion
administrative vehicles following the tanks and half-tracks
were finding it a little difficult to follow the fighting troops:
and it was no place to get lost,

So, every time the tanks came to a turn, they simply
marked a *V* with machine gun bullets in the side of the
house to show the way they’d gone, No one got lost.

Oberbach was taken easily; and the column was ordered
to by-pass Wildflecken and go straight to Bischofsheim—hut
Wildflecken wouldn't have it that way.

As the column started to pass Wildflecken, it was fired
upon from the flank: so it turned and went into the city, It
turned out to be a nasty little fight to get in there.

Three hundred prisoners were taken—there were three
German mhilitary camps there, and hospitals; and there were
taken some of 300 railroad cars.

In Wildflecken an hour, the 48th was notified that the 3rd
Division was going to attack the city, and that as a pre-
liminary it was going to drop a TOT in.

“No, no, no,” said Cavin.

“If the 3rd had really started to take the town,” said Maj.
Cavin, “I wouldn’t want to be one of the people in there
trying to keep them out.”

That was the town, too, where Sgt. Charles Wolfram of the
68th picked up a German soldier riding a hike up to his
house. The German didn’t know the town had been taken—
he had gotten a furlough from ltaly after months of combat
and was just getting home.

From Wildflecken, the column went to Bischofsheim; and
met the 68th column; and from Bischofsheim it turned south
to Neustadt.

The move from Bischofsheim to Neustadt can be described
only as a rat race.

There were the tanks, medium and light, moving in column
at 15 miles an hour; there were the half-tracks with the men
of the 68th and the men of the 125th: armored cars of the
94th; and the whole column was smashing through a dis-
organized resistance.

There was the German infantry, trying to retreat, and
breaking ranks and running for the woods and the tanks
caught up with them; there was the artillery, German horses
galloping and leaping crazily and crumpling as American
mobile artillery caught them on the road.

There were knots of resistance,

Fifteen German artillery pieces and a nebelwerfer on a
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