




Fourteenth Armored Division 50th Anniversary Tour 
To Europe Proves to be Unforgettable Experience, Video Available. 

For the more than 80 people who were 
privileged to participate in the 14th 
Armored Division Association tour to 
Europe this past May, which marked the 
50th anniversary of the end of World War II, 
it was an experience never to be forgotten. 

For most who were a part of the tour 
group-especially the veterans of WWII- this 
was more than a sightseeing tour, it also 
was a pilgrimage to pay tribute to comrades 
who a half century earlier had been involved 
in a crusade in Europe but did not return 
home. 

Leaving from John F. Kennedy Airport in 
New York the evening of May 16, the tour 
group arrived in Paris the next morning. 
Tour directors were Luther and Kathy Carle 
who, through their travel agency, had 
planned this exciting and meaningful trip 
for the participants. 

Like most tour groups, the 14th contin­
gent saw the sights in Paris after a good 
night's rest in a fine hotel. The hazards of 
being a traveler in a foreign lanrl were expe­
rienced by two ladies of the group that first 
day in Paris as pick-pockets and purse 
snatchers made their presence known. 
Fortunately no such other incidents 
occurred during the two-week trip. 

It was a picture-perfect day 011 May 19 
when the 14th Armored to11r gro11p visited 
Utah Beach and other D-Day invasion sites. 

One of the highlights of the tour was a 
trip to Normandy where the group toured 
the various sites of the D-Day operations, 
gaining a deeper appreciation of the sacri­
fices made and difficulties faced by those 
who took part in the invasion and liberation 
of Europe. 

The train ride from Paris to Strasbourg 
proved to be a pleasant experience. From 
Strasbourg the group went by bus to 
Haguenau which would serve as their "head­
quarters" for the next few days as they 
toured the area which became familiar to 
the 14th Armored during the war. 

Sunday, May 21 proved to be a most 
memorable day as the group traveled to 
Hatten/Rittershoffen to participate in spe­
cial ceremonies commemorating the end of 
World War II and the battle fought there in 
January of 1945 in which the 14th Armored 
Division played a major role. The theme and 
thought of the occasion was "We must never 
let this (war) happen again." 

This occasion brought back many sad 
and unpleasant memories for some members 
of the tour group who had taken part in that 
battle and had lost good friends there. But it 

was also a happy occasion which empha­
sized the worth of having helped bring free­
dom and peace to this land. Many speeches, 
presentations, refreshments, parades, band 

.concerts, and even some reunions marked 
the day in Hatten and Rittershoffen. 

For some, a highlight was the morning 

This ceremony outside of Rittershoffen on 
May 21 was the first of several such occa­
sions attended by members of the 14th 
Armored tour group. 

church service in the Lutheran church in 
RittershoITen where worship was conducted 
in three languages under the direction of 
Pastor George Pfalzgraf. Another highlight 
was the presentation of the bronze plaques 
to city officials of both Hatten and 
Rittershoffen. These commemorate the bat· 
tie fought there and the deeds of the 14th 
Armored. The plaques are the result of 
much work by Don Beamgard, our newly 
elected association president. 

Members of the group had the opportuni­
ty to visit many places in Alsace and 
Germany which they found to be much more 
friendly than in the winter of 1944-45. In 
Steinfeld, Germany, for example, where the 
group observed what is left of the Siegfried 
Line "dragon's teeth," a local man gave one 
of our group a bottle of wine. In return, the 
Steinfeld man was given one of our 14th 
Armored white caps. Quite diITerent from 
what greeted the 14th there in March of'45. 

Commemorative ceremonies at Obernai 
proved to be especiaJly impressive with the 
local gentry going all out to express their 
gratitude to Americans who helped them 
regain their freedom from the Nazis. From 
Obernai the group visited the Slutthof con­
centration camp in the Voges Mountains 
where thousands of French resistance fight­
ers were sent and ultimately died. This visit 
along with the one to Dacheau a few days 
later will, no doubt, long be remembered by 
all of the group. 

Leaving Haguenau by bus, the group 
spent one night in a new, very modern hotel 
in Ulm, Germany before going on to Munich 
where they headquartered for the next few 
days. A tour of that city proved most inter­
esting, and the city square, not far from the 
hotel, proved to be a busy and interesting 
place. 

Many of the group made a trip to 
Moosburg where they visited the site of 
what was once a large prisoner of war camp. 
This POW camp was liberated by elements 
of the 14th in April of 1945 and some of the 
tour group remember the events of that day 

over 50 years ago. Plaques and speeches 
were exchanged and more than a few tears 
were noted at the ceremonies. The group 
enjoyed a fine noon lunch served to them by 
the people of Moosburg, and the mayor com­
mented that without the help of the 
Americans they would have been unable to 
free themselves from their own govern­
ment-the Nazis. 

On hand at Moosburg and acting as an 
interpreter was Ray Lohof, formerly of the 
68th AIB, who took part in the Moosburg 
camp liberation and has lived in that part of 
Germany for many years since retiring from 
the Army. 

Many of the group chose to make a side 
trip to Salzburg, Austria on Saturday, May 
27. This two-hour bus trip proved to be most 
enjoyable as the mountainous countryside 
was very beautiful. Salzburg, the city of 
Mozart, is truly a tourist town. The old 
cathedral and the mediaeval castle and 
other buildings help transport visitors to 
"another world." Time, it seems, sort of 
stands still there. 

Returning to Munich, all enjoyed a 
"farewell" dinner that evening, marking the 
end of a most memorable "return to Europe" 
trip by members of the 14th and their family 
members and friends. Singing of many songs 
which were popular back during the war 
were enjoyed by the group. The songfest was 
appropriately concluded with "God Bless 
America." 

L-R: Verlyn Hofer and Neil Webster of the 
62nd AIB and Andy Lambdin of the 25th 
Tankers remember well the dragon's teeth that 
greeted them at Steinfeld in March of 1945. 
They enjoyed their visit to the Gennan village 
this time, on May 24. 

The next morning everyone was up early 
for the bus trip to the airport and the flight 
back home. One group was routed through 
New York, and another through Atlanta. 
For many, it was 24 hours from the time 
they got up in the morning in Munich until 
they "hit the hay" at home. 

This resume of the trip touches on the 
highlights but may give readers an idea of 
what they missed if they didn't go. A better 
oversight of the trip can be gained by watch­
ing the video compiled and narrated by Bill 
Breer. A copy of this video can be obtained 
for $15 by contacting: William Z. Breer, 

.. The video 
will give you an opportunity to share in and 
enjoy the 50th anniversary tour to places 
you may have visited 50 years ago. • 
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REVISING HISTORY NOT ACCEPTED BY VETS OF 14TH ARMORED 
By David H. Galerstein of the 48th Tankers 

We were all old men. The youngest 
were the few who may have enlisted 
underage in the Army during World War 
II and fooled the recruiting sergeant. Now 
they could only have been a year or two 
from reaching the Big Seven Zero. 
Although one or two men were in wheel 
chairs, the rest of us were mentally and 
physically alert or else we could not have 
driven or flown to Kalamazoo, Michigan to 
attend the annual reunion of the 14th 
Armored Division on the Labor Day week­
end. 

Of course the war stories we exchanged 
were interesting and educational. And 
meeting three buddies I hadn't seen in 
fifty years was certainly exciting. But to 
me the most significant part of the 
reunion took place at our business meet· 
ing. A toast was offered to President 
Truman for having had the courage to 
drop the atom bombs on Japan. To a man, 
we stood up and agreed. This gesture 
exposed the feelings of typical veterans to 
the moralizing revisionist historians who 
argue we should not have dropped the 
bombs. It also reveals a glaring weakness 
in the process of historical analysis. 

Investigators study documents of 
events and arrive at conclusions that 
emanate from their personal interpreta­
tions of the data. Thus based on their 
research, the revisionist historians argue 
Japan knew it was defeated and was 
ready to surrender. Therefore dropping 
the bomb was inhumane and unnecessary. 

They know about Japan's imperialistic 
invasion of China and the almost mania­
cal running amok and mass rapes by 

THE 
CHAPLAIN'S 
COMMENTS 

Fifty Years, and More, 
14th Armored 

A famous neuroscientist says, "Every 
thought makes a protein." Surely the com­
plexity of brain we have built in the past 
fifty years to hold all the unusual memo­
ries outdoes the best that the Hubble tele­
scope marvel will ever do for our view of 
the universe. 

At the invitation of your national chap­
lain, I want to join you for a few moments 
in some of those memories as they 
brought us together in the 14th Armored 
so long ago. Despite my suspicion that our 
official division history makes it sound a 
bit as if we won most of the war, human 

Japanese soldiers in Nanlting, Manila and 
other places. They obviously know about 
the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor and how 
it shocked the nation at peace and suppos­
edly isolated from the wars raging across 
either ocean of our coasts. They read 
about the Death March after the surren­
der of Corregidor, the invasions of 
Southeast Asia and the East Indian 
islands and the massive atrocities com­
mitted by the Japanese in those places. 

In response they agree, as they must, 
that it was morally wrong of the Japanese 
to commit these atrocities. But, they add, 
we still should not have dropped the 
bomb, especially when the Japanese were 
ready to surrender. 

What no amount of research fifty years 
after the events can put inside their own 
senses, are the feelings and emotions of 
the American people and their leaders 
that resulted from the knowledge of these 
horrors. No amount of research and inter­
pretation of evidence fifty years after an 
event can recreate in the historians' emo­
tions and senses, the fears and worries of 
the soldiers slated to invade the main 
islands of Japan, the sailors past and 
future potential victims of the deadly 
Kamikazes and the families of all service 
men involved. 

It was the American emotional reac­
tion to these horrors and the fears and 
worries of the potential combatants that 
underlay the decision to drop the bombs. 
And normal inability to reproduce within 
themselves the emotional atmosphere of 
the times is the glaring weakness in the 
revisionists analysis. 

Let us assume that President Truman 
and his aides decided to launch a com­
plete blockade of Japan in order to avoid 
using the bombs. With starvation and the 
civilian heroism that often results from 
blockades and sieges, the toll in human 
lives - Japanese lives - would probably 
have been much greater than the deaths 
and casualties resulting from the bomb­
ings. 

And a blockade of Japan would still 
have cost thousands of American lives 
from downed airplanes, kamikazes, torpe­
doe boats and human torpedoes to name 
some of the weapons. What would the 
American people have said if they knew 
that a weapon was available that would 
have ended the war much sooner with no 
American casualties? 

It was to America's fighting men and 
their families to whom they were respon­
sible. 

As for the Japanese knowing they were 
defeated there can be little disagreement. 
However, at that time President Truman 
and his aides could not know of the in­
fighting taking place in Tokyo and 
whether the fight-to-death faction would 
triumph over the willing-to-surrender­
immediately group. 

In sum, the weakness of revisionist 
analysis is that investigators cannot 
duplicate within themselves, the feelings 
and emotions of the times. The attitude of 
the veterans assembled in Kalamazoo 
was: if 500,000 Japanese had to die to 
save thousands of American lives, it was 
worth it. After all, those lives could have 
been ours. 

This issue we are pleased that Father fames N. Studer, O.S.B. has submitted tl1e follow­
ing article for the nChaplain's Comments." Father Jim, a good friend of Col. George 
England, was also a pre-WW If graduate of West Point and they served together on the staff 
of tl1e 48th Tank Batallion. George returned to his former 94th after Hatte11-Rittershoffen 
and Jim stayed on with the 48th and later edited the feahire story "Rittershoffen" for the 
48th booklet "We Came To Fight." Father Jim entered the priesthood followi11g WWII, 
and his present address is St. John's Abbey, . "Thanks for sharing 
these words, Father Jim ... " (Bill Froese/mer A-94, Nat'/ Chaplain) 

nature has a right to tell good stories-or 
we couldn't survive. 

I think I can add one if I may for the 
48th that isn't·on anybody's books. In 
the darkening evening of May 7, 1945, Bn 
Hq and some of our heavies (wonder 
which company), along with some 
attached infantry, looked up through the 
forest slope toward the Eagle's Nest. 
Tanks had no business there in the woods 
in the first place of course. To compound 
the error, down came an order (originat­
ing at Corps as far as we could tell) to 
attack uphill through the woods in the 
dark toward the redoubt. 

As we know now, the only casualties 
would have come from falling into holes 

and running into trees ... but it looked 
worse that night! Those of us in the Hq 
with CO Lt. Col. John Cavin, sweat it. We 
knew he did too, but he wasn't talking. 
Finally John, who could recognize higher 
echelon bewilderment and coverup for the 
record when he saw it, wrote two words, 
gave them to Operations Sgt Brown and 
said, "Send this!" The message: "Order 
untenable." 

Most of that story is true ... and still 
more, we never heard another word about 
it. Ask John, if he's still with us. 

Th e Jess gaudy memories make the 
most difference: Every man's individual 
story of how we all came together is the 
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Cha plain's Comments 
Continued from page 4 

first memory-some of us from Chaffee in 
the very early days, then most of us from 
there to Campbell, then all on shipboard 
for the grueling crossing. Finallly all of us­
despite the normal longing for it all to be 
over so we could go home-were joined in a 
new "home" of relationships that would 
never otherwise have come about. The 
major part of such significant history will 
never get recorded. . 

For me, these relationships homed rn 
primarily in the Div Hq Co., and the 
48th Tk Bn. I recall many. One stand­
out event in Div Hq Co occurred when 
Steve Kovacik best jeep driver in the 
division, "chee~fully" (but not happily), 
took over a well disorganized weapons 
room and cleaned up the mess. The 
operation is called, "salvation of hide." 

A second event of the l arge and 
small, and less happy for me, took place 
one afternoon in the upper room of some 
rathaus on a rest period somewhere in 
Bavaria. The same Operations Sgt 
Brown watched in startled and silent 
compassion, as I fired a neglected rou~d 
from a German pistol into the floor thir­
teen inches from my foot. Our eyes met, 
his still aghast but sympathizing, mine 
surely in disbelieving horror ... and I put 
the pistol away. As I mentioned, ~nr:­
ported history. Funny how some mc1-
dents never seemed to get recorded offi­
cially. 

It is marvelous that many of you con­
tinue to meet and to record the same 
and some new memories. I cheer you. 

For myself, it was fun serving up 
some of my own tales. I no longer try to 
participate in reunions of any kind. This 
does not truly isolate me, because I 
work on societal needs with every ener­
gy I have with my pen and c~rrent and 
old narratives. It is a new urnverse, and 
anybody who would ~eny. it sho~ld be 
honest and quit throwing hght switches. 
The ancients couldn't know an electron. 

The electron company (all fil!hatomic 
activity) now runs so much of our ordi­
nary experience that it's urgent that we 
find out better how much it runs the 
transcendent aspect of our lives, our 
view of what is real, our values. 
Therefore, it seems to me that we had 
better find out what this electron really 
means in human life beyond what it can 
merely do for us. 

Trying to do a part of _that job e~ts 
me up. Any joyful-lamentmg reflection 
you give to wondering what an~ why 
about that process, means doing a 
worthwhile job your way. I cheer you 
on, and thank God for your doing. 

Jim Studer 

Pictured is Andy Ln111bdi11 sta11di11g beside 
the WWI/ Mo1111ment situated between 
Hatten and Rittershoffen (Alsace) France 
(May 21, 1995). Honoring both towns that 
were totally destroyed d11ri11g the War. 

Sept.30, 1995 
I am Andy Lambdin and I want to 

say a few things about our trip to 
Europe commemorating the end of 
WWII 50 years ago. 

I feel I was never honored more than 
I was on this trip, and I want to com­
mend Luther Carle and his wife Cathy 
for setting this WWII historical trip in 
place. All who went on this trip agreed 
it was well worth going. 

The Mayors of both Hatten and 
Rittershoffen, who I spoke with briefly, 
seemed to be even more happy than we 
were. So did all the French (Alsatian) 
people. They knew we were coming, and 
what a reception they gave us. My feel­
ings were running so high I wanted to 
hug everyone I met. They sure did 
return the favors to me and my son, and 
all the others. 

I was a member of "C" Co, 25th Tank 
Bn and we ate our "Christmas" dinner 
in 'the basement of the church in 
Rittershoffen (1944). The church and 
town were totally destroyed during the 
war. A new church sets in its place, and 
the town has been rebuilt. 

While sitting there in the church 
during services thinking about being 
over the basement below where we ate 
our Christmas dinner, crying was a 
natural thing for me. If it takes a weak­
ling to cry then I measure up. 

I do want to say something about Mr. 
Ray Lohof and his friendly and bea~ti­
ful wife, Mary Ann. They were so ruce. 
I've heard a lot about Mr. Lohof and 
after talking with him I now know what 
a nice personality he has. He gav~ me 
information a bout Moosburg which I 
didn't know even though we ("14th 
Armored Division") did free 110,000 
prisoners April 29, 1945. 

Everyone that went on this historical 
trip were so nice and enjoyable. 

Also I think Mr. Don Beamgard did a 
remarkable job. And after talking with 
our new "Editor" Mr. Verlyn Hofer, who 
also went with us to Europe, his person­
ality measures up to me. 

I do want to say the people of Hatten 

and Rittershoffen want us to come back. 
A pastor in Rittershoffen came up t.o 

me personally, and said, "Won't you 
please come back?" I said, "Do you want 
us to come back?" His words: "Please 
come back!" I told him we might come 
back. I feel all the people we came in 
contact with felt the same. And that 
definitely included Obernai, a large 
Alsatian town, 30 miles southwest of 
Strasbourg. 

Now I want to say some things about 
"Lise Pommois." A very intelligent 
woman from Niederbroun (Alsace) 
France, who came from France to 
attend our "Reunion" in Kalamazoo, MI. 
She is a member of the 14th Armored 
Division Assn., a WWII historian/writer 
for the events which occurred in and 
around Hatten and Rittershoffen during 
the last German offensive (Jan. 5-12, 
1945). 

I talked with Mrs. Pommois during 
our trip to Europe, also in Kalamazoo, 
MI, and I enjoyed talking with her very 
much. And I feel she is well liked by all. 
She speaks very good English, and 
seems to be very much interested to be 
associated with us. 

My son and I rented a car in Munich 
and drove to Toging in far Eastern 
Germany. I told the people I talked with 
that I was stationed there after the war 
(1945). They were the same as people in 
Alsace, France. They seemed so fond of 
us. 

We WWII veterans may be forgotten 
and have no respect here, but they 
haven't forgotten us in Europe. They 
really love us. 

I feel I am a fair writer and WWII 
historian, and if Mr. Hofer will P1:1t it in 
"The Liberator," maybe more m the 
next issue. 

I do want to comment on this: as a 
tank commander and tank gunner serv­
ing on the front lines, my monthly pay 
was $75 after an allotment to my moth­
er. 

Fighting for a cause in sub-freezing 
temperatures and facing all the danger, 
where is our respect now? 

I noticed recently a football player 
gets or will get $500,000 per game. 
<Different than our pay scale.) And then 
they are called "All Americans." 

Fighting in a savage war for our 
Country, what should we be called? In 
my opinion, some of the finest men I 
have ever known. 

We Combat Veterans fought and 
made it possible for these so called "All 
Americans" and millionaires to become 
so. We did something for our country. 
What have they done for theirs? 

Still I feel God has given us all a 
great blessing. We know what we are if 
others don't. 

Very sincerely, 
Andy Lambdin 
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NEW MEMBERS * * * * * * * * * * * Ravet, Emanuel 47 Tank Hq Co 
Garrett,· Daniel 68 Inf Unk Co 
Kraner, Douglas 62 Inf Med Det 
Larson,· Marguerite 25 Tank A Co 
Scheibe; Donna 48 Tank A Co 
Fleming, William 19 Inf B Co 
Cloud, Donald C. Cmd Div Hq 
Bunkers, Phillip 19 Inf A Co 
Bowman, Allen 94 cav D Trp 
Garter;· Jaylynn 47 Tank Hq Co 
Dea mos,·· Kay 500 Arty Hq Bty 
Klein, Jerome 48 Tank Hq Co 
Manship,·· Abigail 68 Inf B Co. 
Manship, .. Lynn 68 Inf B Co. 
Manship, .. Grant 68 Inf B Co. 
Cooperman, Irving Cmd CCA Hq 
Hargrave, T.J. 25 Tank A Co. 
Studer, Father James 48 Tank Hq Co 

Glenn, Charles J. 
Bergholz. Robert 
Robinson, Stewart 
Sweitzer,' Judy 

Benjamin, Robert H. 
Duarte,·· Susan 

25 Tank Serv Co 
Unk Unk 
19InfCCo 
19 Inf Hq Co 

Support Mil Pol 
500 Arty Hq Sty 

Austin, Burton E. 62 Inf c Co 
Weatherholt, .. Jim 68 Inf B Co 
Weatherholt, .. carol 68 Inf B Co 
Kamm, Robert H. 68 Inf A Co 
Olson, .. Larry ). 48 Tank Serv Co 
Williams, George Unk Unk 
Moss, Victor 84 Med C Co 
Shervey," Steven 19 Inf C Co 
Love, Christine 125 Engr A Co 
Reedy, Robert 19 Inf B Co 
Wilson, Lawrence Jr. 136 Ord A Co 
Graham, David 48 Tk Hq Co 
Buffington, Harry 68 Inf Hq Co 

, 1 

' Wife of Member " Son or Daughter of Member 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS * * * * * * * * * * * Jerry Fields 
Charles Nava 
Homer Graaf 
Robert Lakin 
William Fleming 
Joseph Airo 
Alvin Delong 
Donald C. Clark 
George Cullen 
Doris Schurke 
Cleo Van Dyke 
Charles Dudley 
Eugene Mueller 
Forrest Jewell 
George Keskey, M.D. 
Elmer R. Cox 
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62 InfB Co 
25 Tank Hq Co 
94 Cav Hq Trp 
94 Cav D Trp 
19 lnfB Co 
25 Tank Hq Co 
500 Arty Hq Bty 
47Tank Hq Co 
501 Arty B Bty 
500 Arty B Bty 
500 Arty C Bty 
68 Inf A Co 
Cmd 154 Sig 
47 Tank D Co 
Unk Unk 
125 Engr A Co. 

- MEMBERSHIP -
For those of you who forgot. or get 

confused. our membership year starts 
July 1 every year and ends June 30 of the 
following year. Our 1995 dues begin June 
30. 1995 and continue until the end of 
June 1996. when the 1996 dues begin. If 
dues are not paid by the first of February 
the members are considered delinquent. 

I appeal to those of you who have not 
paid this year's dues to do so and I thank 
the many members who diligently pay 
their dues every year on time. 

Sincerely. 
Andrew D. Tierno 

TAPS 
Robert G. Estel - Cmd 154 Sig 
Mrs. Robert Arnold - 48 Tank A Co 
Eugene Reeners - 136 Ord A co 
Bill Thompson - Cmd Div Arty 
Kenneth W. Denison -500 Arty B Sty 
Mrs. Opel Shaw (wife of Clifford) 

25 Tank Svc Co 
Mrs. Irene Snyder (wife of Vern) 

19 Inf B Co 
George C. Dugan • Support Mil Pol 
Carl Vliet - 68 Inf C Co 
Osiride Infante - 48 Tank Serv Co 
Earl De Pascale - 499 Arty C Bty 
Milton Allsup - 94 Cav B Trp 
Dr. Louis T. Gabriel · CCA Hq 
Jack Landress - CCA Hq 
Walter Mussoni - 47 Tank Hq Co 
Dean Potter - 125 Engr Hq Co 
Guy Bosworth - 68 Inf C Co 
Earl R. Mueller - 500 Arty A Bty 
Bernard Janda - 62 Inf A Co 
Emily Hultquist (wife of Paul) 

Cmd Div Arty 
Richard D. Brown- 19 Inf C Co 
Arnold Breitlow · 25 Tank Serv Co 
Mrs. Doris A. Licklider (wife of 

LTC Rtd Beecher L. Licklider 
499 Armd Fa Bn 

Alton E. Williams - 19 Inf C Co 
Harold M. Williams - 19 Inf C Co 

************** 
NOTICE 

PHOTO RETURN 
If you have submined photos for the 
LIBERATOR and have not received 
them back, please notify the 
Secretary, Ralph Jackson, describe 
the photos and he will try to return 
them to you. 



DlJN~fllJNS 
Joe Fitts Albert Winter Howard Harper Elwood Cornog, Jr. Harry Kake! 
Doris Schurke Charles Zissis Richard Sandoz Art Placzkiewicz Ralph Becker 
Donald Edbauer Claude R. Lane Wilbur Fess J ack R. Carter George Williams 
Edward Maurich Wm. Mesnard Edwin Kosik Eugene Rosa Joe Weinsinger 
Robert Jorgensen Walter Ellsworth Gilbert Schlarbaum John Goodell Vince Valente 
Russell Bishop H.S. Pat Dolan Loin F. Jacob Ronald Barnes Vincent Ippolito 
Henry Erickson Howard Knapp Richard Davies Dan Ansley Robert Bunnton 
Wm. Pinkerton Earl Haarsager Henry McWeeny Fred Pieper Eino Ketola 
Elmer Krug Darrell Todd Dorothy T. Harper John T. Lane A.D. Thompson 
A.L. Bennett John Sipp Edward Meyers Joe Cotton Emedio Vittori 
Bernie Trauner Jake Salamone Elwood Nixon Elmer Kalinke Wayne Whyte 
Hy Terkel Robert Ziska Harold Hanhardt Walter Rasmussen Howard Prentice 
Willard Mann August Ebersold Bernard Breslin Leighton Teeter Bill Baney 
Robert Kamm Anthony Lelis Raymond McCaigue James W. Mac Rae Alfred Schultz 
Dale Hanke Robert E. Raeder Cecil Veale Earl W. Miller Walter Weber 
Raymond Thums Robert W. Taylor Jr. Bill Froeschner Joseph Tomcho Martin Evans 
Iona Jeardoe Frances Siewert Vaughn Hendricks Harry C. Johnson Carl Orth 
Ken Hazelton Joseph Benkert Wally Ferch Joel P. Ory Calvin Meehan 
Robert Ertl Merlin McAllister Walter R. Dickson Edward De Martelly Mark Manship, M.D. 
Harlow Benstead Elmer Keitel Vincent Greenly James Ownes Carlyle Reeves 
Richard Horton Bud Graebner Rivers Booth George Komadina John Kraker 
Elmer Little Charles Branting John Hannan David Nieuwenhuis Myrle Walters 
Walter Vincent Aaron Prince Margaret Switzer Lee Oester Samuel Kalb 
Robert McKeague Anthony De Gilio U.S. Amos Joe T. Garner William Hambley 
Charles Dalton Vilo Calkins Jack Buck Everett Frost Clyde Neal 
Alfred Schultz Thomas Boyd Anthony Wieman Anthony Abato Neil C. King 
Jack DeWitt Neil C. King James H. Myers Bernard Rudd Alden Boyd 
Allen W. Helton Thomas Boyd Gene Cornell Jesse Woolard Stan Gross 
John Healey Fred Keene Claude McAllister L. John Ernstes Thomas Sheeran 
Dr. Victor Moss Lawrence Rams Charles Hurl Ed Kelly William Zollo 
Jack Reinhart Hubert Boekeloo Joseph Todarello Lloyd Perry Walter Skowron 
Elmer T. Phipps William Kappus Raymond Schmidt Harry Welch Arden Webster 
Don Lydick Thomas Wilson Robert Lakin James Snoby Edwin Ferris 
Chas Kohl Alvin Schwanke Helen Scheiding Walter Blake Philip Snoberger 
Clifford Pickart Allen Bowman Glenn Leonard Charles Booker Hubert Boekeloo 
Douglas Rodgers Rev. Leonard Andre William Anderson Frank E. Crocket Morris Wax 
Elvin Middelton Jack Cronenwett Lee Ystad James & Carol Dr. Harry Rubenstein 
Mary L. Williamson James Webben Howard M. James Weatherholt Albert Brown 
Gil Phenes C.F. Rauschenberg Stan Grobelny Fred Crispin Glenn Todd 
Howard J. Boise Noner V. Day Wm. P. Miller Carl Blitz Buck Minor 
Elmuth Martalock John McCabe Robert Gerstacker Jack J. Bauer James Phillips 
Clarence Rowden Harry White Bert Hundredmark, Sr. Elton C. Ross Stewart Robinson 
Harry Wood Wm. Colbert Wm. Shervey Stuart Bogue Russell Thuermer 
Vincent J. Hanneken, Ralph Jackson Charles Krueger Norman Kirman Isabelle Nelis 

M.D. Jack Scharsu Roy F. Farrell Fred H. Harshberger Donald Buckingham 
J.C. Johnson Philip Wrathall Gene Deck Don Stiff Melville Conner 
Cliff Betts James Polak Taylor Emens J ohn P. Meyer Lyle Clute 
Karl Pauzar John Murphy Russ Millman Don Thibodeau John Garrett 
John Klobucar Norm Johnke Marvin Liptow Verlyn Hofer Wilbur Fess 
Cliff McBride John Niemier Fay Kollias Clarence Frye Wilburn Millard 

***************************************** 
SPECtnl lJDff 1)17Dff8 
Bill Baney • 19th A Co. 
Suburban Tra vel Agen cy 
Norris White · 19th C Co 
AB. Be nnett · 19th B Co 
Morris Wax · 25th Hdq Co 
Thomas Boyd -19th B Co 
Al Morris· Trains Hq 
In Memory of Edgar P . Woodard · 

48th Tk Co A - from members 
of 48th Tk Co A 

Stanley Gross · 19 A 
H oward Harper • 48 Tk C Co 
Marjorie Jacobs· 48 Tk B Co 
Manship F amily • 68th C Co 
Harold Hanhardt • 68th C Co 
Morris Wax - 25 Tk Hq 
James H. Myer s · 62nd Hq 
John F. Mangan • 500th Med 
Wm. P. Miller· 25 Tk C Co 
Bernard Rudd • 48 Tk D Co 
Roy F . Farr ell · 68th A Co 
E d wa r d F aytak • 62nd C Co 

Elmer Burch • 48 Tk C Co 
E lwoo d Cornog, J r .· 47 Tk B Co 
Mary Frances Van Hook · CCA 
Ben F. Caldwe ll · 62nd C Co 
E dward De Martelly · 94th C Trp 
In Memory of William P . T h ompson 

by Ruth and Lee Mathison 
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*****PLAQUE FUND DONATIONS***** 
Charles H. Marler Roland Wilbur Elmer J. Burch John Nieniec 
T. J . Hargrave Andrew Winiarczyk Richard Horton James Bellah 
Earl W. Miller Norman J ahnke Anthony De Gilio Stephen Popadich 
James F. Sanders John E. Carr III Wm. F. Colbert Andrew Winiarczyk 
A. L. Bennett In Memory of Ralph Jackson Andrew Winiarczyk, Jr. 
Joel P. Ory - In Memory of Edward E. Alexander In Memory of Thomas A.E. Boyd 

Lt. Poe Woodard Joseph W. Fiske James A. Walsdorffrom Tivo Carlson 
Allan Skinner - In Memory In Memory of Harold Skinner Grandson James Iver In Memory of Wm. Thompson 

of Harold Skinner Ogden Jones, Jr. Garland Ridenour from June & Don Beamgard 
George Komadina John J. Kelly Jess B. Gunn Colette Hagedown 
Dale E. Hanke David Russell Bud Graves Edward Faytak 
Neil Webster William Breer In Memory of John Van Hook Paul Brown 
Leanne Helton - In honor of H. L. Cone from wife Mary Frances Ralph Martin 

her father Buster Crockett In Memory of John F. Mangan John Copes 
Charles Guy Kohl Morton Schleifer Calvin F. Meehan Mrs. Lettie Duffett 
Howard J. Boise In Memory of Robert Hacker In Memory of the Fallen Lee R. Ystad 
Nunzio Dagostino John C. Green The 68th AIB from the Joseph Airo 
Vincent J. Hanneken, M.D. Charles Eder Manships, Mark, Lynn, Norman Butterley 
Jacob Johnson Howard Knapp Grant, Abigail 
Isaac Le Grand Frederic Bossert John Kraker 
Doris Schurke - In Memory of Wesley Stout IV Robert N. Howard 

Pau!Schurke In Memory of Stanley Gross 
Don Beamgard Capt. Thomas Conboy James Polak 

REUNION DATA PROVIDED 
The following data has been provided for publication in the Liberator by 

Ogden Jones, immediate past president, who was in charge of arrangements 
for the reunion in Kalamazoo. This follow-up information is found useful for 
the planning of future reunions. 

ROOMS USED 
Mon., Aug. 28 
Tues., Aug. 29 
Wed., Aug. 30 
Thurs., Aug 31 
Fri., Sept. 1 
Sat., Sept. 2 
Sun., Sept. 3 

1 
9 

80 ( 87) 
185 (199) 
205 (225) 
201 (221) 

7 ( 30) 

Figures in parenthesis show rooms 
reserved. No Liberator had to have 
accommodations outside th e Radison. 

EVENTS 
Golf 31 
Air Museum 94 
Early Bird Dinner 313 (336) 
Gilmore Car Museum 149 
Barn Theatre 206 
Banquet 430 (426) 
Breakfast 312 (355) 

See following paragraph for explanation 
of figures. 

With respect to the events, it was 
disturbing to note the number of 
unnaid Liberators who crashed the 
Early Bird and Breakfast events. The 
Association cannot afford this kind of 
conduct from its members. If you are 
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among these members, I would appreci­
ate your sending Andy Tierno $15.00 
each for the Early Bird and $10.00 each 
for the Breakfast. It would be greatly 
appreciated as we wish to keep these 
events at least partly on the honor sys­
tem to avoid lengthy administrative 
processing upon entry to an event. 

OTHER DATA: 
Driving to Reunion: 
Flying to Reunion: 
Driving RVs: 
Taking Amtrak: 
Need Wheelchair: 
Handicapped room: 

65% 
35% 

2 
6 
2 
2 

(est.) 
(est.) 

(est.) 

We really enjoyed hosting the 
Reunion. The Radisson personnel com­
mented on the wonderful behavior and 
the obvious good time being had by all. 
Further, I thank all Liberators who 
helped to run th e events, especially 
Averil and Howard Knapp, Ru ss 
Millman, Claude McAlister , Lester 
Downes, the Gus Hinrich family, Ralph 
Jackson, Bill Breer, Bill Froeschner, 
J im Robinson, a nd the Sons and 
Daughters. 

Sincerely, 
Ogden & J ean J ones 

Wm. P. Miller 
In Memory of Sgt. Earl Hook 

from Elwood Cornog, Jr. 
Ben F. Caldwell 

ATTENTION 
All persons who attended the 

Kalamazoo Reunion and did not get 
a "Reunion Evaluation Form" (yel­
low sheet), please send for one to: 

14th Armored Division 

It is important for us to know 
your view on the reunion which will 
help us with further reunions. If you 
have a form please mail it to us as 
soon as possible. 

Thank you, 
Andy Tierno 

NOTICE: 
LIBERATOR ISSUE DATES! 

MARCH - JULY - NOVEMBER 
Information MY§! be submitted 

SIX WEEKS before issue! 

ALL INFORMATION SHOULD BE TYPED. 

Send all information to: 
VERLYN HOFER 

NEXT DEADLINE IS 
JANUARY 15, 1996 



50th Anniversary of V-J Day - 2 Sept 95 
By Lt. Col. Andrew W. Winiarczyk. delivered at Kalamazoo reunion banquet 

Members o f the 14th Armo red 
Divisio n Associa t ion, famil y a n d 
friends, ladies and gentlemen: 

Today, 2 Sept 95 is the official V-J 
Day when the formal surrender of the 
Japanese took place on the USS 
Missouri. This occasion was something 
we all hoped and prayed for, so that 
our combat in Europe would be the end 
of our war, and we could once again 
return to our families. 

As we reflect upon the most devas­
tating series of combat actions it is 
noted that the United States suffered 
more than 400,000 KIA, about 700,000 
WIA and approximately 78,000 MIA. 

Our 14th, in the 167 days of combat 
suffered 581 KIA, 2363 WIA, and 78 
MIA. In comparison, during Operation 
Desert Storm, all of the Allied Forces 
suffered less than 400 KIA, in their 
force of 650,000. 

So it is with a sense of great and 
humble pride, and deep dedication, 

RON GRAYS 
MEMORIAL GOLF 

TOURNEY 
KALAMAZOO 1995 

We had three first-time partici­
pants this year, as the first foursome 
teed off at 9:00 a.m. August 31, 1995. 
The last foursome finished at 1:20 
p.m. We tallied all the score cards 
and ran them through the Callaway 
computer. 

Gus Hinrich won the right to dis­
play the Ron Grays traveling trophy 
until the tourney in Colorado Springs 
in 1996. This is the fourth time Gus 
has won the trophy. He was also co­
winner with Tom Boyd in St. Louis, 
so he is a four and one half time win­
ner. One of the first-time partici­
pants, Forrest Jewel, won the handi­
cap trophy. Winner of a dozen golf 
balls: Paul Cearlock for longest drive 
on #18; Tom Boyd. for being closest 
to the pin on #11; Bob Elder for the 
longest putt made on #18. 

I wish to take this opportunity to 
extend our thanks to Mr. Patnoule 
and his staff at the Olde Mill golf 
course for making our tourney a big 
success in 1995. 

As this is my last article as chair-

that we can reflect, in our autumn 
years, on our glorious wartime service 
and association. All of us had given a 
large part of ourselves in the service of 
our country, and in defense of its cher­
ished liberties at the risk of our Jives. 

For you engaged the enemy, and you 
were victorious. You sustained America 
in her time of greatest peril. 

America is a great country. We have 
received our heritage from our fore­
bears, and from those patriots whose 
life blood has nourished and nurtured 
the freedoms of democracy. We have, 
in a small measure, sustained the 
democratic ideals of this nation, by our 
service, by our blood, by our sweat, by 
our tears. 

We pass on this priceless heritage, to 
our children, and their children and to 
generations yet unborn. It is our right, 
and privilege, and responsibility to do 
this, because when our country called, 
we answer,ed. 

man of the golf tourney, I would like 
to reminisce a little. During the 14 
years I have been chairman from 
Indianapolis in 1982 to Kalamazoo in 
1995 we have had a total of 97 differ­
ent men and women compete for the 
prizes. Th.e fewest number of players 
was 8 in Indianapolis in 1982 and the 
highest number was 31 in Atlanta in 
1992. I have really enjoyed being 
chairman. 

Ogden Jones has agreed to be 
chairman for the Colorado Springs 
reunion in 1996. Thanks again. 

Gene Deck 
Golf Chairman 

14TH ARMORED DIVISION 
COATS OF ARMS 

Members are reminded that the 
two sheet set of the Coats of Arms for 
all the 14th Armored Division's units 
are still available. The unit insignias 
are printed in vibrant colors, on 
enameled paper, 18 x 24 inches. 

Those who attended the reunions 
in St. Louis and now in Kalamazoo, 
realize the pride that swells in your 
chest when you saw the flags of the 
different organizations paraded dur­
ing the Ft. Knox memorial park dedi-

There is more right with America 
than wrong with it. It is up to us to 
rededicate ourselves to upholding her 
honor, her justice, and her compassion, 
for nowhere on the face of the globe is 
there a nation more majestic, more 
magnificent, more magnanimous than 
our beloved America. God grant that it 
shall ever be so! 

WWII will go down in the annals of 
history as the greatest war in history 
when the forces of good triumphed 
over the forces of evil, in its "finest 
hour." 

And we owe so much to our families 
and friends. They also served who 
watched, and waited, and hoped, and 
prayed. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! GOD BLESS 
ALL OF YOU!! 

SOLDIERS! PATRIOTS! WE SALUTE 
YOU!!! 

cation in 1990, and at the banquet 
then and now this year. Our late 
comrade, Bill Thompson was an 
inspiration the way he had the flags 
made there and now the third 
dimension may be admired publicly. 

There is an individual insignia 
organization, and with accompany­
ing printed history of their battle lin­
eage illustrating military heraldry. 
This makes a graphic display of the 
combat history of the 14th, and will 
be the centerpiece of conversation in 
your den, family room, or office. It is 
particularly important to have them 
during the Christmas season. Your 
grandchildren would welcome these 
as a gift so that they may point with 
pride, and rightly so, as to grandpa's 
combat record in WWII. 

These sets may be purchased for 
$4.00 and orders should be addressed 
to Lt. Col Andrew W. Winiarczyk, 
USA-Ret., Honorary National Presi­
dent, 14th Armored Division Assn., 
Inc., 

When these posters are sold out 
they will not be reprinted. They will 
be sent in a mailing tube. 

As of the Kalamazoo reunion 
$1660.82 has been returned to the 
association's treasury. All monies 
revert to it. 
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ATTENDEES AT 1995 KALAMAZOO REUNION 
125 ENG Ardis Perry Morris Wax David Galerstein Sherry Smith 
Russell C. Barton William Pinkerton Harry W. White Rosalind Galerstein Steve Rollison 
Edith Barton Morris Pinkerton Mary White Carolyn W. Greenebaum Doris Schurke 
Alden Boyd Hoyt Pinkerton Wayne Whyte Howard R. Harper Fred Shattuck 
Clifford Pickart Lise Pommois Kathryn Whyte Denis Hennessy Phyllis Shattuck 
Elsie Pickart Stewart Robinson Andrew W. Winiarczyk Ann Hennessy Cleo Van Dyke 
William Sitts, Jr. Alberta Robinson Stasia Winiarczyk Richard Hillenbrand Susan Van Dyke 
Irene Sitts Earle Schlegel Albert B. Winter Lillian Hillenbrand 
Joseph Tomcho Marge Schlegel Betty Winter Mervin Holstad 501 AFA 
Victoria Tomcho A. D. Thompson Margaret Holstad Martin Antaramian 
Mary Louise Williamson Marjorie Thompson 4 7 TANK Ralph Jackson Noreen Antaramian 

Glenn Todd Russell Bishop Marilyn Jackson Elmer Little 
136 ORD Janice Todd Betty Bishop Norman Kirman Gladys Little 
Robert Bunton Bernie Trauner Lloyd Burnett Estelle Kirman John Meyer 
Shirley Bunton Clara Trauner Linda Burnett Howard Knapp Mert Meyer 
Hazel Bynes Myrle Walters Lyle Clute Averil Knapp Wilburn Millard 

l Juliana Simmons Vera Walters Tillie Clute Jim Ownes Delma Millard 
Colin Simmons Gordon Wendorff Joe Cotten Shirley Ownes Robert Stephens 
Joe Fitts Harry C. Wood Mary Ann Cotten Gil Phenes Mary Stephens 
Stan Grobelny Beverly Wood Henry Erickson Bertha Phenes Emedio Vittori 
Ilene Grobelny Harry Wood, Jr. Doris Erickson Fred Pieper Virginia Vittori 
Donald Grondin Junior Wright Bob Ertl Helen Pieper 
Louis Hauschild Joyce Wright Barbara Ertl Jim Robinson 62AIB 
Thelma Hauschild Paul A. Yeater Horst G. Froelich Mary Lou Robinson Burton Austin 
Elmuth Martalock Anne Yeater Charlotte Froelich Elton Ross Ruby Austin 
Darleen Martalock Kacey Anne Yeater John Healey Marge Ross Harlow Benstead 
Clifford McBride Angie Healey Bernard Rudd Howard Boise 
Adeline McBride 25 TANK Richard Horton Enid Rudd Ida Boise 
Ed Perko Jack Bauer Barbara Horton Walter Skowron Bob Buntin 
Jean Perko Julie Bauer Robert L. Hyman Judy Skowron June Buntin 
Robert Titler Don Beamgard Marguerite Hyman Don Stiff Alroy Carlson 
Virginia Titler June l:leamgard Forrest Jewell Jean Stiff Josephine Carlson 

Dick Beamgard Glendola Jewell Darrell E. Todd Charles Dalton 
154 SIG Cheryl Beamgard Samuel Kalb Shirley Todd Elaine Dalton 
Elvin Middleton Doug Beamgard Mildred Kalb Olen Eugene Webb Edward Faytak 
Olive Middelton John Beamgard Richard Kalb Lillian Webb Stan Handley 
Hy Terkel Stu Bogue Al Kazary George Zack Betty Handley 
Selma Terkel Charlotte Bogue Anna May Kazary William Zollo Fred Harshberger 

Luther Carle Harold Kiehne Phyllis Harshberger 
19 AIB Katherine Carle Joanne Kiehne 499 AFA Gus Hinrich 
Bill Baney Paul J. Cearlock Orville Klinger Arthur Burke Bertha Hinrich 
Marilyn Baney Betty Cearlock Phyllis Klinger Margaret Shira Ann Lapo 
A. L. Bennett Edward S. Crider Eugene Kral Clark Dougherty Gus Hinrich, lII 
Blanche Bennett Marian Crider Etta Kral Maurice Dougherty Jan Hinrich 
Charles Booher Chuck Hurl Verle Kruger Vincent Ippolito Verlyn Hofer 
Willie Booher Nancy Hurl Evelyn Kruger Mary Ippolito Mary Hofer 
Thomas A. Boyd Robert Keating Robert Schoenrock Neil King Howard James I William F. Colbert Dorothy Keating Laverne Schoenrock Sally King Vivian James 
Doris Colbert Elmer Keitel H. Neil Taylor Vince Mitchell Preston Jewell 
Charles Deboer Pat Keitel Ruby Taylor Mary Mitchell Fran Jewell 
Twilah Deboer Ed Kelly Elwood Nixon Vernon E. Johnson 
Gene Deck Rosemary Kelly 48TAN K Lorna Nixon Lu Johnson 
Dorothy Deck Andy Lambdin Jack Austin Leighton Teeter Elmer Kalinke 
Jack R. Dewitt Darris Lambdin Virginia Breslin Walter Weber Lois Kalinke 
Wilbur J. Fess Roland Lambdin Elmer Burch Verna Weber Doug Kraner 
Ruth]. Fess Nathan Lambdin Gene Cornell Barbara Kraner 
Stan Gross Ashley Lambdin Keith Darr 500 AFA Elmer Krug 
Robert Heitkotter Earl Miller Betty Darr Edwin Cudowski Berneda Krug 
Harry C. Johnson Goldie Miller George P. Davis Bob Gerstacker Willard Mann 
Norene C. Johnson Robert E. Palmore Mildred Davis Emmy Gerstacker Opal Mann 
John Klobucar Mary Palmore Julian Dera Vince Hanneken Raymond A. McCaigue 
Laverne Klobucar Herman]. Ratelle Irene Dera Georgia Hanneken Armand Messier 
Charles Krueger Clarence Rowden Lester J. Downes George W. Henning Evelyn Messier 
Edward Maurich Caroline Rowden Thelma Downes Dodie Henning James H. Myers 
Rose Maurich Richard F. Sandoz Robert G. Elder Iona Jeardoe Cherie Myers 
Cecil Messer Margaret Sandoz Mary Jane Elder Lee Mathison Lee Oester 
Patricia Messer Cecil D. Veale Clarence Frye Ruth Mathison Anne Oester 
Lloyd Perry Garold Veale Mary Frye Russell Millman (continued next page) 
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ATTENDEES AT 1995 KALAMAZOO REUNION 
22 AIB (cont.) Olive Davies Clyde Neal Aaron E. Prince Garland Ridenour 
Karl Pauzar Melvin Doebler Dorothy Neal Anne Prince Marjorie Ridenour 
Jean Pauzar Betty Doebler Walter Rasmussen Dom Salamida Don Thibodeau 
Dave Scofield Taylor Emens Phyllis Rasmussen Gloria Salamida Kate Thibodeau 
Betty Scofield Ruth Emens Carlyle Reeves Marcel Verspelt Chris Jenson 
Frances Siewert John Ernstes Ruby Reeves Alice Verspelt Arden Webster 
Gayle Siewert Helen Ernstes Hugh Richens Reva Webster 
Gloria Siewert Ray Farrell Carma Richens 94 CAV Larry Zielinksi 
Richard T. Stewart Marcella Farrell Douglas Rodgers Hubert Boekeloo 
Jack Turner John Garrett Peggy Rodgers Pat Boekeloo CCA 
Adele Turner Mary Garrett Pat Starks Allen Bowman Parker Gray 
Frank Van Someren Dan Garrett Jim Starks Jean Bowman Claude McAllister 
Marjorie Van Somcren Maria Garrett Phil Snoberger William Z. Breer Tharon McAllister 
Neil Webster Harold A. Hanhardt Janet Snoberger Corinne Breer 
Anne M. Webster La Wanda Hanhardt Russ Thuemer Ted De Martelly DIV ARTY 
Marshall Whitesides Alex Hanhardt Jon Thuemer Dorothy De Martelly Aaron Baxter 

Kenneth Hazelton Jim Weatherholt Bill Froeschner 
28AIB Dorothy Hazelton Carol Weatherholt Ogden S. Jones, Jr. DIVHO 
Ralph Becker Allen Helton Jesse Woolard Jean Jones Bee Cooper 
Lois Becker Leanne Helton Marge Woolard Harry Kake! Helen Kaufman 
Martha Berkey Robert Kamm John Kraker Oma Coursey 
Al Brown Ron Kozma 84MED John Lane Toy Sivola 
Fran Brown Marvin Liptow Pat Defusco Don Lydick Loretta Sivola 
Frank £. Crockett Charles Lowe Edna Defusco Sue Lydick 
Frank R. Crockett Myrtle Lowe Elizabeth Mitchell Merlin McAllister TRAINS 
Millie Crockett Mark E. Manship, M.D. Victor Moss Sylvia McAllister Robert Benjamin 

Andy Tierno Nunzio Dagostino Lynn K. Manship 
Rose Dagostino Charles Nagy 
Robert Davies Gail Nagy 

Tribute to A Wireman 

Shirley and Bill Thompson at 1990 
reunion. 

1 didn't know him then but may 
have passed by him along some bomb­
scarred road in France or Germany dur­
ing WWII. I first met him when it was 
announced he would head up the 1990 
reunion in St. Louis. My late wife 
Dolores and I came to know Bill and 
Shirley Thompson very closely because 
of that. This, then, is a tribute to a for­
mer wireman and later 14th Armored 
Division Association National President 
William P. Thompson (Cmd/Oivarty). 

I'm looking at copies of eulogies 
delivered at Bill's service here on my 
desk, one by son Geoffrey, and one by 
\aughter Carla. Both are outstanding 
cributes to their father. I wish there 
were room to print them. 

Bill Thompson was a "winner" all 

Sheryl Moss Bob McKeague 
Frances Tierno Howard Prentice Marianne McKeague 

Helen Prentice Ted Perkins 

his life and a man of varied talent: 
singer, salesman, soldier, entrepreneur, 
you name it. He sang in the St. Louis 
outdoor famous "Muny Opera" (here 
he met another singer, his wife Shirley). 
He was a salesman for a large pharma­
ceutical company, managed a chain of 
Wendy Restaurants with devoted help 
from Shirley, and found time to sing in 
his home church choir on Sundays. 

But above all, he was a devoted hus­
band, father and friend. He relished the 
responsibility for the 1990 reunion in 
St. Louis and enlisted his entire family 
and a group of area "Liberators" and 
spouses in putting it on. It turned o ut 
to be a fun and memorable experien ce. 

During that event he also engaged 
the skill of a friend who was a nun and 
an expert seamstress to fabricate the 
beautiful unit flags which are seen at 
dedications and reunions. So, whenever 
you see them graciously unfurled, think 
of the "Liberators" and especially Bill 
Thompson .. .J will. 

Bill Froeschner A/94 

Former Secretary Dies 
As it was noted at the Kalamazoo 

reunion, Arnold Breitlow died recently. 
Arnold served for many years, loyal­

ly and efficiently, as secretary of the 
14th Armored Division Association, 
Inc. and also, for a number of years, 

a long with forme r president Ev Hill, 
arranged for the annual meetings of the 
Midwest States Chapter of the 
Association at La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

Arnold and his wife lived just across 
the river from La Crosse in LaCrescent, 
Minnesota. In later years, Arnold lost 
most of his eyesight, but continued to 
attend the La Crosse meetings for sever­
al years. 

The format for the midwest reunion, 
inaugurated by Arnold and Ev, has 
been ably continued by Fred Pieper and 
Harold Kiehne to the enjoyment of all 
attendees. 

All of us who knew him appreciate 
the dedication and loyal service of our 
comrade, Arnold Breitlow, and enjoyed 
his delightful friendship. 

Submitted by Jack DeWitt 

********** 
You Should Know! COMING 

NATlONAL 
REUNION 

1996 
COLORADO SPRINGS 
Sept. 12-Sept. 15, 1996 

Don Beamgoni 
., r 

WI Ll. HA'(~ 

MAN'i 5uRi>R1u<S 
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OBITUARY 
Dr. Louis Gabriel, Jr. 

Dr. Louis T. Gabriel , Jr., of 
Frackville, PA, died May 7, 1995. 

He studied medicine at Thomas 
Jefferson School of Medicine in 
Philadelphia after graduating magna 
cum laude from the University of Notre 
Dame. 

During World War II , Dr. Gabriel 
served as a Hq CCA surgeon with the 
U.S. Army's 14th Armored Division, 
seeing combat in France and Germany. 

For his service, he received the 
EAME ribbon with two battle stars, 
Bronze Star, American Defense Ribbon 
and Combat Medical Badge. He was 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
colonel at the age of29. 

He was preceded in death by his wife 
of almost 48 years, Martha Gabriel, in 
1990. 

Dr. Gabriel had a long and distin­
guished career as a physician and sur­
geon. After becoming aware of the 14th 
Armored Division Association, "Doc" 
became very involved in the organiza­
tion, enjoying contacts with former com­
rades. 

This picture was taken at Jack 
Dempsey's Broadway Bar, New York 
City just before shipping out for France 
10/9/44. 

62nd Medics (Left to right): Leo 
P r a nikoff, Howard Boise, Ray 
McCaigue, Donald Chappelear, Stephen 
Hunter, Francis Conner ton, Edward 
Smolarck. A number of these fellows 
were present at the Kalamazoo reunion. 

ATTENDED KALAMAZOO 
REUNION 

John Healey, who served with the 
47th Tankers, was among those attend­
ing the reunion in Kalamazoo. He was 
accompanied by his wife, Angie. An old 
newspaper clipping, reprinted here, 
explains why John was called "Miracle 
Man." 

Soldier Shot Upon Surrender 
Lives Four Days Without Aid 

Pfc. John Healey called 'Miracle Man' 
After Recovery from Severe Wound 
Doctors call 25-year-old Pfc. John M. 

Healey of State Road the "Miracle Kid," 
because for four days he Jived with a bul­
let in his intestines while lying in a barn 
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where he was given no medical attention 
by SS troops who held him prisoner. 

Stationed with the 14th Armored 
Division in Germany on Apr. 18, when he 
was shot and captured. Private Healey in 
trying to evade capture ran up to the attic 
of the building in which he was fighting, 
but the Germans set the place afire, so he 
was forced to surrender. The rest of his 
outfit, of whose 114 members he had lost 
track of, all but 11, had already surren­
dered. 

After he had surrendered, a 14-year­
old soldier shot him through the stomach. 
The wounded Yank, who was carried for 
miles in a wheelbarrow to the barn where 
he was held captive until the time of his 
rescue, was told by his captors that he 
was "finished." 

Members of a German family living in 
an adjoining farmhouse brought him food 
at night, but no first aid was administered 
to him during his stay in the barn. Private 
Healey, who remained conscious all this 
time, wrote a note to the Americans and 
one of the daughters of the German 
farmer delivered it to the injured man's 
first sergeant, who was, by coincidence, 
the first American she saw. 

Help arrived at the barn four days 
after he had been shot. Another ironic 
twist was that Dr. Eugene D. Derrick 
operated on Healey in a hospital in 
Germany. 

The "Miracle Kid," who is now recuper­
ating at Rhoads General Hospital, Utica, 
recently underwent another operation 
which has been reported to be successful. 

This wound was his second, the first 
time being Jan. 17, when he spent four 
days in a dugout with frozen feet until it 
was safe to get out. 

On another occasion he carried one of 
his buddies through 200 feet of heavy 
artillery fire without himself receiving a 
scratch. 

Before entering the service, Private 
Healey was employed at the E.J. Scott 
Factory. The son of Mrs. Sophie Moore of 
State Road, he is married and has one 
child. 

62nd AIB Assault Gun 
Platoon Sets Record? 

We don't know for sure if it is an 

attendance record, but having eigh t 
members of the same platoon at the 
Kalamazoo reunion is certainly out­
standing. The eight troopers of the 62nd 
Assault Gun Platoon at the reunion are 
show here: front - Lee Oester; 2nd row (I 
to r): Fred Harshberger, Elmer KaJinki, 
Howard James, Elmer Krug and Stan 
Handley; back row: Armand Messier 
and Charles Dalton. 

The 125th Engineers were represent­
ed at the Kalamazoo reunion. Pictured 
above (left to right) are: Alden Boyd, 
Russell Barton, Clifford Packard, 
Joseph Tomcho and William Sitts, Jr. 
Below are some of the ladies of that 
group, from (left to right): Mrs. William 
Sitts, Mrs. Clifford Packard, Mary 
Louise Williamson (daughter of Claude 
Williamson), Mrs. Russell Barton and 
Mrs. Joseph Tomcho. 

MAIL CALL FINDS 
SOURCE OF QUOTE 

The following information may be of 
interest to some members of our 
Association and perhaps at some time 
you might find a small space for it in 
the Liberator. 

For many months, and at the request 
of Dr. AJ Morris, of Div'n Trains, I have 
been trying to locate the source of the 
quote attributed to General Jacob L. 
Devers, which appears on the bottom of 
our Official Stationery - "At Hatten and 
Rittershoffen the 14th Armored Division 
fought one of the greatest defensive bat­
tles of the war." - It was taken from a 
United Press news release. Hugh West, 
who was the Association's long time 
Historian, verified this information in a 
letter to Colonel George England. The 
Colonel was a great help to me in bring­
ing this information to light. 

Wally Ferch, Vol. Rep. 
Division Trains & Support Group 

**************** 



MAIL CALL 
Bids Friend Farewell 
Dear Verlyn, 

We have just finished another great 
reunion at Kalamazoo - we had a great 
time! However we of the 125th Eng 
were few in numbers. Thanks to Mary 
Louise Williamson for hosting a get­
together party in her room in remem­
brance of her father "Rusty." 

We left Kalamazoo and went to 
Potter, NY and visited for 3 days with 
Harold Bacon & wife & Richard & 
Wanda Davies and Doris Clary, wife of 
the late Morris Clary of the 19th Inf. 

On our way back home we went to 
Niagara Falls then to Toronto, Canada, 
and to Sault St. Marie and home. 
Thank you , Ogden & your staff, for 
another great reunion. Hope to see you 
all in Colorado Springs in '96. 

It is with great sadness that I report 
the death of Dean Potter, HQ 125th 
Eng. Bn. Dean died of a heart attack on 
Aug. 23rd, 1995 at his home. 

The 14th was an important part of 
his life. He had attended many reunions 
md was quick to tell of serving with the 
14th. He and his wife Mary were plan­
ning on attending the reunion in 
Kalamazoo. They had sent in their 
reservation to Andy and the hotel. 

I am happy to have been a part of 
Dean's life as a friend, comrade, fishing 
buddy, camper, motorcycle enthusiast, 
and fraternal brother. 

While in service, Dean and I slept in 
the same barracks, lived in Fort Smith 
with our wives on off duty hours. We 
rode motorcycles together at Chaffee & 
taught other riders of the battalion. 

After the war was over we kept in 
close touch with each other having gone 
on many camping trips & fishing trips. 
We went on tour to Germany, F rance, 
Austria, and Switzerland. Dean was a 
friend to all who knew him, and will be 
sadly missed by all of us. 

I thank his family for asking me to 
be a Pall Bearer at his funeral which 
was held August 26 at Peoria, Illinois. 

We ask God's blessing at this time of 
sorrow for Dean's family & friends -
Mary, his wife; h is children, Roger & 
Linda; sister Betty, brother John, their 
families and friends. I thank all of them 
for allowing me to be a part of Dean's 
\fe. 

So long old friend and buddy. 
Russell C. Barton 
125 Eng. Bn . . Hq.Co. 

A Worthwhile Reminder 
Dr. Mr. Hofer: 

As a Life Member (#198), I have long 
enjoyed the Liberator. In the last issue I 
noticed that the TAPS column listed (for 
the 1st time?) the names of wives of the 
14th AD soldiers. This is a neat idea, 
especially for those of us who were mar­
ried at the time and whose spouses 
shared with us the trials and tribula­
tions of training. 

The purpose of this letter is to notify 
you that my wife, EMILY HULTQUIST, 
died 11 March 1995. My name is Paul 
Hultquist and I was assigned to Div 
Arty from its inception. 

As an aside, Emily was a real troop­
er. After basic training and a couple of 
stripes, she followed me from California 
to Camp Chaffee where we lived off post 
at Fort Smith. After winter maneuvers, 
she came to Camp Campbell where we 
lived at Clarksville until we shipped 
overseas. We were married 56 years 
and often talked about the "war years." 
I know that this is not newsworthy and 
I relate it to you so that you may 
include her name in the next issue of 
the Liberator if you wish. 

Respectfully, 
Paul Hultquist 

ENJOYS REUNIONS 
Dear Andy Tierno, 

Sometime ago I wrote you about the 
14th A.D. History book. I cut out the 
order blank from the Spring issue of the 
Liberator for a copy but didn't know 
how much it was. Let me know the 
price, so I can send it to you. I may 
want several for each of the kids. 

I enjoy the Liberator ver y much. 
Would love to go to the reunion at 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, but can't make it 
this time. When you go, everyone is so 
nice and all seem to have a good time. 

Keep up the good work. Oh yes, here 
is a donation for the Memorial P laque. 

Lettie Duffett 

A GREAT REUNION - THANKS! 
Dear Verlyn: 

I suppose you have received loads of 
letters praising Ogden Jones, J im 
Robinson and other s who made our 
annual reunion such a huge success. 
Just add the vote of my wife and me to 
it. They were perfect. We were especial­
ly impressed by the number of 
Kalamazooins who came up to us per-

sonally to thank us, adding they would 
not be here were it not for veterans like 
us. A great group of people. Now for 
another interesting point. 

My son, a ham operator and radio 
buff, noticed an interesting article in 
the July 1995 issue of Monitoring 
Times. It seems that Leroy F. Schum of 
Reading, PA. was a short wave radio lis­
tener during the war. While twisting 
the di als he came across Axis Sally 
reading the names, hometowns and ser­
ial numbers of American soldiers taken 
prisoner. 

He immediately began to copy them 
down and send post cards to the fami­
lies of those captured. He soon did this 
on a regular basis and was assisted in it 
by his son's fiancee. He was on duty in 
the South Pacific. Thus a series of 
broadcasts that was intended to boast of 
German strength and to undermine 
American morale had the reverse effect. 
I understand that other radio buffs 
began to either emulate Leroy Schum or 
developed the same service without 
being aware that others were doing it. 

It would be interesting to note if the 
families of any of our members who 
were PW's received such a card. May 
they mention it to The Liberator. And 
they now know who to thank. Schum is 
no longer with us, having died in 1985 
at the age of 82. However, many of the 
cards of thanks he received and other 
records have been saved. 

Sincerely, 
Dave H. Galerstein 

(Editors Note: If and when space allows, 
the Liberator may reprint the interest­
ing story about Leroy F. Schum and his 
patriotic services as a ham radio opera­
tor.) 

ALL ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 
Dear Editor, 

With 8 veterans of the Assault Gun 
Platoon, Headquarters Company, 62nd 
Armored Infantry Battalion, attending 
the Kalamazoo reunion, I'll bet that pla­
toon took top prize for the most in 
attendance, compared to any like unit. 

Congratulations, Lee, Elmer and the 
rest of you. 

"Tram" Trammell 

* PLEASECHECKYOUR * 
MEMBERSHIP CARD FOR * EXPIRATION DATE! * 
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Mr. Hofer: 
Thought maybe someone might 

enjoy this picture we ran across the 
other day. 

Pictur e was taken at Lyon, 
France in 1944. Guy and Walt were 
good buddies - maybe some of the 
old gang will remember them. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. & Mrs. Guy Kohn 
t l , J 

.. ._I ' ... 

Charles Guy Kohl of Ogallala, Nebraska 
and Walt f11ngst (deceased) of Kandyohi, 
Minn. 

SET REUNIONS LATER 
To the Editor of the Liberator: 

The New York State Chapter, then, 
and now the North Eastern States 
Chapter, gave up its Reunion time of 
late September or early October in favor 
of the National Organization. 

The National, now runs the 
Convention LABOR DAY WEEK. This 
is the last holiday before school opens 
and family get-togethers, also weddings. 
It also is one of the most traveled of all 
holidays, with hotel rates up and also 
gasoline prices much higher. Many of us 
travel by car. 

Let's have late September or early 
October for the National reunions, 
(THE TI ME THAT TH E NORTH 
EASTERN STATES GAVE UP). 

Many other members of this chapter 
are in agreement for this change. 

Joseph Sica, 
Life Member 

Howard Prentice 
Sec. North Eastern Chapter 
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More Mail Call 
Continued 

Requests Hatten-Rittershoffen 
Information 
Dear Mr. Hofer: 

Thank you for publishing my request 
for veterans of the 14th Armored 
Division that participated in the actions 
of Task Force Hudelson to contact me. I 
would like to now request that t hose 
members of the division that saw action 
at Hatten-Rittershoffen, or that might 
have any information to contr ibute, 
please contact me . 

Again, I intend to supply a question­
naire to interested parties. Please write 
to: Allyn R. Vannoy, 

Sincerely, 
Allyn Vannoy 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
SAY "THANK YOU" 

The following Thank You notes were 
received from recipients of regular and 
s pecial 14 th Armored Division 
Association scholarships. 

Dear Mr. Andrew D. Tierno and all 
of the 14th Armored Div. Assn. Inc. 

I am writing with deep t hanks for 
honoring me with the scholarship. It 
was greatly appreciated. 

Thanks Again, 
Allison Kalb 

Dear 14th Armored Division, 
Thank you for the r ecent scholarship. 

I appreciate what you've done for me, 
and what you've done for our country. 
Thank you for continuing to give, even 
after all that you have given. 

Gratefully, 
Luke Pistorius 

Dear Mr. Tierno, 
Thank you very much for awarding 

me the Morris Wax Scholarship from 
the 14th Armored Division Assoc. I will 
use the money to help pay for books this 
coming semester. Thanks again. 

Sincerely, 
J uli Licklider 

14th Armored Division Association, 
Thank you very much for the schol­

arship, it will be a big help with all of 
my expenses! 

Thanks again. 
KimRynning 

Dear Mr. Tierno, 
Thank you very much for your asso­

ciation selecting me as the recipient of 
the Frank Fulmer Scholarship. The 
money will come in handy and will help 
out, especially since this is unfortunate­
ly my only scholarship. I appreciate it 
greatly, thank you again. 

Sincerely, 
Todd Snyder 

P.S . I will be attending Miami 
University (Ohio). 

Dear Andrew D. Tierno, 
Thank you greatly for issuing the 

scholarship to me. I appeciate the gen· 
erosity of your association to offer such 
an opportunity for students to receive 
such an award for their efforts during 
their high school career. The award I 
received will help in the expenses of col­
lege books. 

Thank you, 
Kristy Dolan 

14th Armored Division Association 
Scholarship Winners - 1995 
From 14th A.D. Association: 

Byron Phipps, Grandfather Elmer 
Phipps, 48th Tank Hq Co; Luke 
Pistor ius, Grandfather Paul Cearlock, 
25 Tank A Co; Allison Kalb, Grand­
father Samuel Kalb, 47th Tank C Co. 

From special donations from 
Morris Wax, Stan Gross, Stan 
Grobelny and Frank Fulmer: 

Julie Licklider, Grandfather Beecher 
Licklider , 499tb Arty Hq Bty (Morris 
Wax); Kimberly Rynning, Grandfather 
Lee Plew, 500th Arty Hq Bty (Stanley 
Gross); Kristy Dolan, Grandfather 
Jacob Soloman, 62nd Inf Hq Co (Stan 
Grobelny); Todd Snyder, Grandfather 
Darwyn Snyder, 47 Tank Serv Co 
(Frank Fulmer). 

RElJff/(Jf( lfJPE8 
Bill Breer has tapes of the 

Kalamazoo Reunion. Also available 
are tapes from previous reun ions 
and trips. Tapes are $15.00 each, 
includes shipping. Order from: 

W.Z. Breer 

Name __________ _ 

Address _ ________ _ 

City -----------­

State/Zip--------­

Phone -----------
Your Outfit ________ _ 



NORTH EASTERN STATES CHAPTER 
To the Editor of the Liberator : 

The North Eastern States Chapter of 
the 14th Armored Division Assn. 
Reunion was held in Liverpool, NY, 
May 19, 1995. We had a good turn-out 
of members. 

A BIG THANK YOU to Bob Stevens 
and his wife, Mary, for all their work to 
have made so enjoyable a reunion. 

The officers for 1995 - 1996 are as 
follows: 

A.D. Thompson - President 
Earl Talley - 1st Vice President 
Nunnzio Dagostino, 2nd Vice President 
Howard Prentice, Secretary 
Andy Tierno, Treasurer 
Henry Mosca!, Historian & Publicity 
Richard Tillotson, Program Director 

The officers for the Ladies Auxiliary 
are as follows: 

Carol Tillotson, President 
Mary Stephens, 1st Vice President 
Ida Boise, 2nd Vice President 
Beverly Wood, Secretary 
Mary K. Roesser, Treasurer 

The next reunion will be in 
Liverpool, NY, May 1996. 

Thank you. 
Howard J. Prentice, Sec. 

\TIENDEES AT THE 1995 LIVER­
.t>OOL NY REUNION - North 
Eastern States Chapter 
125TH ENGRS 
Fred Papaianni 
Vicky Tomcho 
Irene Sitts 

JoeTomcho 
Bill Sitts 

Many men who served in A Company 
of the 62nd may or may not recognize 
the gentleman on the right as their for­
mer company commander, Captain Dan 
Iannella. Pictured with him is Karl 
Pauzar, also of the 62nd. They, by 
chance, met in Barr, France in 
November of 1994. Iannella, who was 
'-VOUnded and taken prisoner at Hatten, 

is worked and traveled extensively in 
~urope, according to Pauzar who was 
among those attending the reunion in 
Kalamazoo. 

136th ORD 
Charles Pecoraro 
Natalie Moskal 

19th INF 
Joseph Lamb 
A.D. Thompson 
Leslie Raymond 
Beverly Wood 
Terry Benoit 

25th TANK 
Joe Sica 

CCR 
Bill Schillo 

47th TANK 
Stephen Gavurnik 
Joseph Cotton 
Hank Erickson 
George Raymond 
John Healey 
Al Kazary 

62nd INF 
Hal Hanania 
Richard Stewart 
Donna Wells 
Jake Salamone 
John Gallagher 

84th MED 
Mary K. Roesser 

48th TANK 
Gil Phenes 
Howard Knapp 
Julian Dera 

Henry Moskal 

Margaret Lamb 
Marjorie Thompson 
Harry Wood 
Rolland Benoit 

Connie Sica 

Jay McNaney 
Mary Cotton 
Doris Erickson 
Hilda Raymond 
Angie Sruslz 
Anna Kazary 

Marge Hanania 
Edward Wells 
Matt Sitnik 
Ida Salamone 
Phyllis Gallagher 

Elizabeth Mitchell 

Bertha Phenes 
Averil Knapp 

499th ARTY 
Vince Ippolito 
Charles Dale 
Albert Frainier 

SOlst ARTY 
Ralph Mellenthine 
Robert Stephens 
Elmer Little 

94th CAV 
Charles Forsey 
Frank Pyrkos 

CCA 

Mary Ippolito 
Lou Dale 
Delores Frainier 

Doris Mellenthine 
Bennie Cardinale 
Harry Cebulski 

Bernice Forsey 

Claude McAllister Sharon McAllister 
Bill Carrig Betty Carrig 

68th INF 
Tom Quinn Millie Quinn 
Wally Houck John Kleban 
Phyllis Kelban Harry Buffington 
Judy Dworchah Marvin Liptow 
Otis Dunham Virginia Dunham 
Albert Brown Fran Brown 
Nunnzio Dagostino Bob Tucker 
Danny Chomiszewski 

154th SIG 
Joe Haskin 
Jack Eddy 
Richard Tillotson 
Hy Terkel 
Earl Talley 

DIV TRAINS 
Andy Tierno 

Betty Haskin 
Barbara Doran 
Carol Tillotson 
Selma Terkel 

Frances Tierno 

1970 EUROPEAN TOUR GROUP NEWS 
The 25th Anniversary Dinner of 

the 1970 European Tour Group was 
observed September 1, 1995 in the 
Burdick's Lounge of the Radisson in 
Kalamazoo. Prayer was offered by 
Frank Van Someren followed by a 
toast to deceased members of the 
tour group - Don Allen, Marvin 
Buteyn, Vuletta Collins, Mr. and 
Mrs. Virgil Hunt, Raymond Kanios, 
Colonel and Mrs. Robert Vance, 
E.G. Westfall, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce 
Wightman. 

Even though none of the 14th AD 
vets served in close proximity dur­
ing combat, the camaraderie of the 
members of the tour has remained 
intact throughout the years encour­
aged by the planning of Walt and 

Judy Skowren. Hopefully, it can 
continue as long as there are two 
left to meet and recall the treasured 
memories of that trip. It is an inter­
esting note that in this first tour 
group, there are five past presidents 
of the 14th AD Association. 

Those present at this year's din­
ner were P.J. and Betty Cearlock, 
Charles and Myrtle Lowe, Verle 
and Evelyn Krueger, Merlyn and 
Sylvia McAllister, Fred and Phyllis 
Shattuck, Walt and Judy Skowren, 
Frank and Marge Van Someren, 
and guests Dr. Erin Baxter and 
Brian Cearlock, grandson of 
Cearlocks. 
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·­ Left to Right: Ed Zingsheim, Pete Zollo, 
jack G111111 of the 48t/1 Tankers - Gennany 
1945. 

I don't know how the weather is in 
your part of the country, but down here in 
the Ozarks it is "HOT," hotter than a buc­
ket of red ants. I guess I am going to have 
to start wearing my shoes as the ground is 
starting to get too hot to walk on. 

Us humans are never satisfied, we 

THE REUNION 
What is it that binds combat veterans 

together? It isn't friendship. We all have 
friends. You can go to a company picnic or 
a convention and you will not feel the 
same emotion in the air as when you 
attend a veterans reunion. It is something 
beyond regular friendship. It is the know­
ing that "you and they have been beyond 
Hell and have come back." It is the deep­
rooted emotion that binds you together. It 
is the knowledge that when things were 
tough you and your buddies stuck it out 
and lived through it. You can attend high 
school reunions, college reunions, compa­
ny conventions ... the whole civilian 
works, but there isn't the "Band of 
Brothers" feeling that is felt when combat 
buddies get together. 

You and your buddies may have less 
hair on top and a lot more inches around 
the beltline, but deep within all of you is 
the same comradeship that you had dur­
ing those horrible days of war. Whether it 
is 10 years or 40 years, when combat bud­
dies meet it seems like yesterday! All of 
the memories begin to assemble in your 
mind ... memories that you thought had 
been pushed back into the recesses of your 
memory bank. "What ever happened to ... " 
and ~Remember when ... " You try not to 
let on that those old veterans mean a lot 
to you, but by the time Auld Lang Syne is 
played and the flags furled and the car 
PAGE 16 - WINTER 1995 

"IATE FROM THE 48" 
not only gripe about the weather, we 
gripe about everything else, even when 
I was drafted I griped about going in 
the Army, and afterwards I griped 
about inspections, griped about K.P., 
marching, and drilling, griped about 
guard duty, latrine duty and exercising. 
The only thing that I did not gripe 
about was the chow. I griped so much 
that I was hungry all the time. 

At present I don't have any news 
from anyone else in the battalion. I stat­
ed many times that if you fellows in 
other companies don't send me any 
news that you know of, then there is no 
way that I can write it up for you. As I 
said before, the printer of the Liberator 
prefers everything typed, so if you can't 
print it or type it, send it to me and I'll 
do it for you. 

Whoever said, "Let the chips fall 
where they may" never spent any time 
around cattle. 

Well, another year has come and 
gone. I don't know about you, but it 
seems that years don't last as long as 
they did when I was young. 

I wonder who it was that said these 
were the golden years? Whoever it was 
certainly didn't know what they were 

packed, there is a lump in your throat and 
a tear in your eye as you part company 
with the men who once lived and fought 
beside you. 

You tell your wife: "Damn, it was good 
to see them again," And It Was! Old 
Charley might have gained 50 or so 
pounds, but he sure could fire that 
machine gun. "Doc" looked almost as 
young and fit as he did when he crawled 
up and gave you first aid under fire. 
"Danny Boy" is still the comedian, 
although he le~ both legs over there. "Big 
John" is now almost bald, but he was 
quite a sergeant in those days, and 
"Jimmy the Polock" gets around pretty 
good with one glass eye and one arm. 

Yes, memories flood your mind as you 
head home. No one knows the feeling 
except those of us who were there. You 
wonder if you will ever see any of them 
again. Combat was hell and you have 
many terrible memories of death and 
destruction, but the memory of total 
camaraderie with men who shared that 
hell will forever be embedded in your 
heart. There is no friendship like that of 
combat buddies. It is something that lasts 
forever! -Author unknown 

25TH TANK NEWS 
Greetings Tankers: 

Had a great convention in Kalamazoo, 
and then June and I went to Colorado 

talking about, for every time I turn 
around, I or the wife has an appoint­
ment with the doctor, and after an 
examination, he says, you need to lose 
some weight. Regardless of whatever I 
came to see him for, he always says the 
same thing, you got to lose weight. 
Believe me, if I lose anymore weight, I'll 
look like a thermometer. 

ATTENTION MEN OF A CO. 
My former platoon leader and tank 

commander, Poe Woodard, cannot 
attend any more reunions due to illness 
and age. It would really cheer him up if 
you would drop him a card now and 
then. Thanks, guys. 

If any of you have any news of any 
others in our battalion, send it to me 
and I will type it up and send it on to 
the editor and he will sec that it is pub­
lished. 

Over and out, 
Jack Gunn, Unit Rep. 

Editor's Note: Poe died since this item 
was submitted. 

Springs for the 7th AD meeting to see ho .... 
holding a convention there is done. 

I was elected President of our 14th AD 
Association and and will have the conven­
tion in Colorado Springs on Sept. 12-15, 
1996. Sure would like to have as many of 
you as can come out to vacation and 
attend the convention. I'll have special 
25th Tank caps for each of you or have 
arranged for a tattoo if you would rather 
have that. Your choice. 

Talked to Stuart Bogue, B Co., Charles 
Hurl, C Co., Andy Lambdin, C Co., and 
Col. Andrew Winiarczyk of C Co., among 
others there, and they all think they will 
be in Colorado. Located Lt. Charles Glenn 
of Service Co. after 50 years and I talked 
to Col. Watson on the phone about twice a 
year. He sends his regards to each of you 
and says the 25th was the best unit he 
ever commanded. Great. 

I was a private and one of my favorite 
officers was Capt. Morris Wax, a can-do 
officer. He flew in for the convention from 
California. Nice man. 

I contacted every dropped membership 
and "unable to deliver mail" person on our 
25th roster and got hold of all but two 
men. Several paid life memberships and 
more joined us again. Thanks. 

If you have news of the 25th men, ser. 
it to me and I will have it in the next 
Liberator. 

Don Beamgard 



SOUTH WESTERN STATES CHAPTER 
Reporting th e Sou thwest States 
Chapter gathering April '95 

The gathering was held at the 
Holiday Inn Hotel, April 18, 19 and 20 
in Bullhead City, Arizona. 

Members attending were Mary 
Louise Williamson, daughter of Claude 
Williamson, Daniel Joe Fitts, Robert & 
Jeri Sturdivant, Darrell & Shirley Todd, 
Howard & Barbara Summers, Walt & 
Judy Skowron, John & Mary Murphy, 
Bob & Mary Jane Elder, Gene Cornell, 
Aaron & Ann Prince, Elwood & Lorna 
Nixon, Clifford & Adeline McBride, Joe 
& Mary Vieira, Harold Hanhardt, John 
& Lillian Rossi, Gus & Bertha Hinrich, 
Alvin (Bud) & Phyliss DeLong, Anthony 
G D' Amico & wife & two guests, 
Kenneth & Carol Hanson, Vilo C. 
Calkins & Wife, Raymond & Virginia 
Schmidt, Hugh & Carma Richens, 

James & Sallie Sanders, Frank & 
Bernita Fulmer, Doris Schurke, Fred & 
Marguerite Jungles, Bob & Arline Long, 
John & Pat Maloney & Harold & Velma 
Kachel. 

Several members that planned to 
attend and were unable to for various 
reasons were Casto & Agnes Jackson. 
(Casto had open heart surgery and is 
recovering quite well), Earl & Shirley 
Muller (Earl had cancer surgery and is 
taking chemo treatments at this time), 
Jake & Loretta Rodriques (Loretta was 
in hospital with heart problem, she is 
doing fine now), Donald & Annette 
Clark (had illness in family), Phil & 
Betty Wrathall (both had health prob­
lems), Warren & Hilda Hershberger 
(were in automobile accident few days 
before the gathering), and Ben Smith & 
Pat Dolan (Pat was tied up on business 
and Ben had planned to come with Pat). 

Everyone seemed to enjoy them­
selves and want to gather again in 
1996. The tentative dates for 1996 are 
April 16, 17, & 18, 1996. 

Kenneth Hanson sent me notice from 
a newspaper stating Tony Wise, a mem­
ber of 14th AD who hosted the Annual 
Reunion at Telemark, Wisc. a few years 
ago, passed away. Velma & I lost a long 
time friend and former member of 14th 
AD, Charles Kidd, one of the original 
members and our best man at our wed­
ding 52 years ago the 3rd of May. I 
assure you he will be missed but not for­
gotten. He passed away April 28th in 
Orange, Calif. where he & wife Nadene 
have lived for several years. 

Sincerely 
Harold L. Kachel 
Hq Bty 500th AFA 

Delayed News from the 499th 
News from the 499th may sound a 

little feminine at this writing for I con· 
vinced Jim that I would like to write the 
article this time ... he's more than will­
ing to let someone else take over the 
responsibility ... even me! Any takers? 

Clark and Maurice Dougherty 
are looking 

for a map showing all places of the 14th 
Armored in Europe during WWII. 
Anyone having one that they could pur­
chase or copy would be appreciated. 

Gene and Barbara McEwen have just 
returned from visiting with their 
daughter and son-in-law who live in 
New Zealand. They enjoyed a month's 
"very personalized" tour of Australia 
and N.Z. Reporting: "Such a beautiful 
country!! Nice People!!" 

Beecher Licklider's wife, Doris, had 

Trips, Tours and Travel. . . 
The 50th Anniversary trip to France 

and Germany was most successful. 
Eighty persons made the trip and sever­
al stayed on to visit familes, friends or 
just to enjoy the many sights of Europe. 

Many requests were received for 
another trip in '96. We have in response 
planned a different but very interesting 
tour starting in delightful Vienna, then 
down the Danube for seven days on one 
of the large boats designed for river sail­
ing. There will be stops in many of the 
owns en route. Our final destination 

will be Nuremburg, then Prague, then 
to Dresden and finally the very interest­
ing and historic city of Berlin. While in 

surgery for pancreatic cancer and is 
undergoing further treatment. She is 
having a rough time and I'm sure would 
appreciate any notes of cheer. (Their 
address: 

On May 7th, in our church, our min­
ister asked all of the men and women, 
who were in the service 50 years ago 
that day, stand and come up front. He 
shook hands with each of them person­
ally and said "So glad you're back." It 
was very touching and brought to my 
mind those of you in the 14th Armored 
who I saw on the streets of Fort Smith, 
AR (although I may not have known 
many of you) that I would like to say: 
"Glad you made it back!". 

Published in the bulletin from Ohio's 
37th Division news (Jim served with 

Berlin, there will be an optional tour to 
an underground headquarters that was 
secretly built. To give you an idea of the 
size, there are 180 rooms in this under­
ground fortification. Details and price 
are available by calling me at 1-800-
888-6544. 

Something a little different but the 
answer to the winter blues and cold 
weather is a Caribbean cruise with a 
50% discount on the cabin of choice. The 
Holland America ms Westerdam will 
depart from Ft. Lauderdale for this spe­
cial trip which also will be escorted by 
Kathy and me. There are two other 
advantages in going on this cruise 
besides saving money, the opportunity 
to spend a few days at the Southeastern 

them during the Korean Action) is a lit­
tle poem that I feel bears repeating: 

NOBLE VETERAN, 
I SALUTE YOU 

Our Nation called, and you stood tall, 
For love of our country, 

you gave your all. 
Now you may wonder, 

if your time of pain 
Do they remember? 

Was my sacrifice in vain? 
So let me say this, loud and clear, 
You gave to us what you held dear. 
We owe you more than words can say 
For you won the freedom we have today, 
And for your bravery, proud and true, 
Noble Veteran, I salute you! 

(Anonymous) 
Yvonne Darling 

meeting .and that you can stay on in 
Florida or go early, for up to 30 days 
including the cruise on the same air­
fare. 

If you .are considering a pleasure trip 
or business trip, please call Suburban 
and ask for Luther Carle. We will meet 
or beat any price and we will also make 
a contribution in your behalf to the 14th 
Armored Division Association. CALL 
TOLL FREE 800-888-6544. 

The cruise date is January 27 to 
February 3, 1996 and the Europe tour 
May 10-22, 1996. 

Luther Carle, Travel Director 
14th Armored Division Association 



Gang's all here 
Army division reunion in La Crosse again this year 
Reprinted from the La Crosse Tribune - By PAT MOORE of the Tribune staff 

After breakfast this morning, mem­
bers of the U.S. Army's 14th Armored 
Division during World War II and their 
wives will have wrapped up another 
reunion and headed for home. 

They're practically regulars at the 
Days Inn Hotel in LaCrosse. 

"For 25 years we've held our annual 
reunion here," said Harold Kiehne of La 
Crosse, who helps organize the 
reunions." Attendance at the Midwest 
Reunion is down from previous years 
but Ogden Jones of Kalamazoo, Mich., 
this year's national president of the 
14th Armored Division Association, isn't 
at all discouraged. 

"I think we're a unique organiza­
tion," he said. "Our membership is 
increasing because sons and daughters 
and widows stay in. And we get more 
members coming to our national meet­
ing. I've only attended since 1990. 

. WAR ~TORI~S: Horst Froelich, le~'. of Rome, Wis., and Harlow Be11;;ad of Worthington, 
fv!um., rel1~e thetr World War II days 111 the 14th Annored Divisio11 Saturday while at the divi­
s1011's re11111on. 

"I was in the E Troop of the 94th 
Cavalry, Reconnaissance Squadron. I 
was a Pfc. 1st Class," he said. 

"Emphasize the first class," laughed 
Ralph Jackson of Muscatine, Iowa, 
national secretary of the association. 

There were 14 battalions and five 
support units in the 14th Armored 
Division, approximately 10,000 men in 
all. Kiehne remembers they trained at 
Ft. Chaffee, Ark., in 1942 before head­
ing overseas and landing in southern 
France in 1944. 

Through Marseille, Alsace-Lorraine, 
Nuremberg, across the Rhine River -
they wound up in southern Germany 
and before the war ended they would 
liberate the prison camp at Moosburg. 

That's where the Germans kept the 

"MEMORIES OF 
DIVISION TRAINS" 

There's seldom a day that my 
thoughts don't stray to Danaher, 
Ferch, and the others. 

Together we shared the strife 
and our life and we were all like 
brothers. 

Our Country called and away we 
went and into battle we were sent. 

Their memories are with us still. 
We'll never forget them come what 
will. 

Remember the mud and the feet 
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Allied pilots who were taken prisoner -
180,000 prisoners in all - not only 
Americans, but many English and 
Polish, too. The liberation took place 
April 28, 1945. 

The stories from the 14th Armored 
are not all blood and guts. Ralph 
Jackson, for instance, admits this: "I 
was out looking for eggs for breakfast 
when my unit entered the prison camp 
at Moosburg. I'm not kidding. Fresh 
eggs were a great commodity then." 

At age 83, Harlow Benstead from 
Worthington, Minn., was the oldest 
member at this weekend's reunion. 

"I was 31 when I was drafted," he 
said. "I was married and had two chil­
dren." 

cold and wet? The roar of the tanks 
I can hear 'em yet. ' 

The thunder of big guns all 
through the night, the death and 
destruction, what a pitiful sight. 

We banded together, hoping we 
might live; we offered our life, noth­
ing more could we give. 

Our ranks grow thin as the years 
go by; hope we'll meet again in some 
far away sky. 

I'll keep in touch and that's a 
promise, from a guy once known as 
Sgt. Thomas. 

Art Thomas 

The youngest man at this year's 
gathering was Horst Froelich of Rome, 
Wis., who's 68. 

"I went over as a replacement," he 
said. "I was 18 years old. I lived in 
Milwaukee when I was drafted. Soar. 
afterwards I was sitting in a boxcar on 
my way to join the 14th Armored 
Division. I couldn't figure out how I got 
there so fast." 

Why does this annual reunion mean 
so much? 

"We lived together like brothers for 
at least three years," Kiehne said. "We 
trained together. We slept together. We 
went to war together. We lived closer 
than most families. 

"There's a lot of truth to that." 

(}. 
uoo you like pressed ham?" 

...... 
""" 



r---------------------------------------------------------------, 
SCHOLARSHIP TIME YOUR CHANCE MAIL PROMPTLY 

14thARMORED DMSION ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Application for College, Technical or Vocational Training Scholarship 

Address--.---------~-----~-----~--
!Street) (City) (Slate} {Zip) 

HISTORY 
of the 
14th 

ARMORED 
DIVISION Scholarship requested for entrance to _________________ _ 

{Name ol lnsbtution) 

Father's Name _______ (,Occupation) _____________ _ Reprint available 
OR 
Mother's Name _______________________ _ 

GRANDFATHER'S NAME ____________________ _ Our history book of 1945 
has been reprinted in hard 
cover (similar to the original 
embossed hard cover) and is 
available from: 

Father or Grandfather should have been a member of the 14th Armored Association. 

Battalion&Co. _______________________ _ 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Fill out form using typewriter or print in ink. 

2. Accompany Application with the following: 

a. Brief autobiography including reasons for applying for scholarship, and activities 

in and out of school. 
b. Two (2) letters of recommendation (Counselor or non-relatives) 

c. Enclose transcript of credits from High School or G.E.D. 

d. List past and present employments, including name of superior. 

3. Applications must be submitted by May 15th each year. 

4. The Committee to award one or more scholarships. 
5. The Committee to keep all information confidential. 

6. Results will be announced at Reunion of the 14th Armored Division Assn. 

7. All applications to be mailed to: FRED SHATTUCK 

8. You may re-apply in subsequent years. Applications are not carried over from year to year. 

No decision is made until May 15. The decision of the judges Is final. 

Turner Publications 
P.O. Box 3101, 
Paducah, KY 42002-3101. 

Cost is $49. 95 plus $5.00 
shipping - first copy. Addi­
tional copies sh ipping $3.50 
each, same order, same 
address. U.S.A. 

L---------------------------------------------------------------
WE DO NOT SEND DUES NOTICES - CHECK YOUR 
MAILING LABEL TO SEE IF YOUR DUES ARE DUE 

If each of you would sign up a new member, 
our membership goal would be met for 1995. 

PLEASE DO NOT Send Money for Dues to the National Secretary 

------------------------------------------------ ----------- - -----~ 

Membership Renewal Notice 
MAIL TO: Andrew D. Tierno, National Treasurer 

I 

0 Enclosed ANNUAL DUES $5.00 
Payable for Membership June 30, 1995 to June 30, 1996 

D Enclosed is $5.00. { Son 
Please enroll my Daughter ___________ __, 

Grandchild __________ _, 

New Member ____ _ Renewal. _____ Bn .. _____ Co .. ___ --. 

NAME 

ADDRESS _______________________ --< 

CITY 

STATE ---------ZIP _____________ ___, 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP $50.00 PLEASE Do Not Send Money For Dues 
To the National Secretary 

WHAT? 
... YOU'RE 
MOVING! 

PLEASE help us eliminate any unnecessary 
confusion and possible delays by advising us 
promptly of any change in your mailing address. 

NAME_~~~~~~~~~~-

STREET & NO. _________ _ 

CITY _____________ _ 

STATE _______ ZIP -----

Send to National Secretary, Ralph Jackson 
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14th AD CHAPTER ORGANIZERS, UP COMING REUNIONS 

SOUTH EASTERN STATES CHAPTER 
A. EARLE SCHLEGEL, Treasurer SEA TURTLE INN 

Atlantic Beach, FL 32233 
23-28 JANUARY, 1996 

B-19th INF 
Tel: 1-800-831-6600 (Inside FL) 

1-800-874-6000 (Outside FL) 
(904) 249-7402 

SOUTH WESTERN STATES CHAPTER 
HAROLD L. KACHEL, Organizer HOLIDAY INN HOTEL 

Bullhead City, AZ 
APRIL 16, 17 & 18, 1996 

HQ BTY 500th AFA 

MID-WEST STATES CHAPTER 
FRED J. PIEPER, Organizer DAYS INN 

Lacrosse, WI 54601 
APRIL 25-28, 1996 

HQ 48th TANK 
Tel: 1-800-325-2525 (Nat'! Toll Free) 

(608) 785-0420 

NORTH EASTERN STATES CHAPTER 
A.D. THOMPSON, President DAYS INN 

Liverpool, NY 
MAY 16, 17 & 18, 1996 

1995 MEMBERSHIP - 1410 

COMING 
NATIONAL 
REUNIONS 

1997 
OMAHA, NE 

Sept.17-Sept.21,1997 

Neil Webster 

1998 
FT. SMITH, AR 

Sept. 16-20, 1998 

Claude McAllister 

NOTICE: 
LIBERATOR ISSUE DATES! 

14th ARMORED DIVISION ASSN., INC. 
RALPH JACKSON, NATIONAL SECRETARY 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

MARCH - JULY - NOVEMBER 
Information~ be submitted 

SIX WEEKS before issue! 

ALL INFORMATION SHOULD BE TYPED. 

NEXT DEADLINE IS 
JANUARY 15, 1996 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
ADDRESS LABEL FOR 

EXPIRATION DATE 
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I 

-ADDRESS CORRECTIO~REQUESTED 

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 24 

WOODBRIDGE, VA 




