








TOURS AND EVENTS

(continued from page 1)

town that now features legal
Casinos, Museums, a Gold Mine,
and lots of mountain type shops to
visit. It has a free bus line that runs
24 hours a day along main street
taking you to the attractions. This is
an unguided tour but the trip of
about 45 miles to and from Cripple
Creek passes near Pikes Peak and
through the most beautiful moun-
tain scenery in the world. The Gold
Rush and Casino is giving us this
tour, free, no charge, plus they will
give each person a free-meal vouch-
er, hourly drawing for prizes and
game tokens, and a $20 coupon book.
The buses will leave from the
Sheraton and the stay will be four
hours. We will stagger time on the
busses. Our 14th Armored
Association is going to make a $10
donation charge to assure accurate
registrations and reservations. This

THE
CHAPLAIN'’S

COMMENTS

Greetings!
Like most of you, I have a shoebox
with WWII mementos stashed away
in a closet. It contains such things
as a patch or two, a couple of shell-
casings (I had never fired a gun
before the Army), an embroidered
handkerchief from France that I
sent my Mother and which was
returned to me after she passed
away, a few faded ribbons, etc. Not
much to show for three years of
your life, I guess.

And just the other day I was vis-
iting our Church Conference
archives at a seminary in St. Louis.
I noticed on the curator’s desk a box
of odds and ends he had just
received from a minister's family.
The pastor had died earlier and
these were a keepsake of his widow
who had just recently died. The
family thought it best to send them
to the archives. The contents: a well
worn hymnal and a prayer-book, a
couple of tarnished plaques recon-
gizing some achievement that this
man had been responsible for, ete. I
couldn’t but help notice this man’s
name; hey! I knew him and remem-
bered he had been held in high
esteem by everyone! And, I thought,
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donation will help with some of the
costs of the gathering. The Gold
Rush is renting busses for us and
they do not want to overbook. People
going on this tour should plan on
going and returning on the same bus
they go up on. More information in
this Summer’s issue of the Liberator.
We plan on all people going on this
tour to be back at the hotel by 4:00.
Busses will start loading at 9:00
a.m.

Also on Friday, for those who do
not go on the Cripple Creek Tour,
we will have a 12:00 noon tour to
the Colorado Springs Fine Arts
Center where there is lunch area
for your convenience and buy-your-
own noon meal. This group will
then visit the Olympic Training
Center before returning to the hotel
about 4 p.m.

Saturday will feature our
Memorial Program, followed by the

annual business meeting for the
men and women. Saturday after-
noon, a free shopping tour to the
Citadel Shopping Center for the
ladies, men can attend if you want
to. Free bus transportation and
reception for all.

Saturday evening will be our
Banquet. We plan to have the doors
open early so you can go in and sit
down. The portable bars will be in
the banquet room if you want to
purchase a beverage as you social-
ize. Our program will be presented
by a member of my Company,
Service Company, 25th Tank, and 1
know it is different, and you will
like it. DJ dancing will finish up the
evening.

If you need more information or
have suggestions, contact Don
Beamgard,

“ARCHIVES AND MEMENTOS”

not much to show for a whole life-
time!

And just today, I talked to the
curator of the archives at the US
Army Military History Institute at
Carlisle Barracks, PA where there
are five trays of 14th Armored
Division records that have been col-
lected from various sources. The
curator was kind enough to pull and
have before him a box containing
the personal records of the late
WWII Division Chaplain John N.
Hollister (donated by his widow in
1993). These contain “...the two
files that are invaluable to me. One
contains the name, next of kin,
grave row, plot and cemetery of our
fallen comrades. That book has 554
pages of memories from Epinal,
Hochfelden, St. Avoid, Bensheim,
Neiderbronn and Mannheim. I gave
a prayer at each muddy grave and
Chaplain Casey would say a Mass
for each Catholic when I gave him
the name. Then a letter-perfect
message of condolence would go to
the next of kin with General
Smith’s signature. The other con-
tains hundreds of letters from
mothers, fathers, wives and chil-
dren. Each one was answered with

all available information or within
limits of regulations...” (from the
Fall 1970 Liberator - thanks to
Col. George W. England who sent
me a copy of Chaplain Hollister’s
article which appeared before I
became a member of the
Association).

Not much to show for three
years? A lifetime? Oh, those boxes
of memorabilia or records may not
seem like much to anyone else, but
EVERYBODY can recognize and
benefits from the great legacies
they represent. In the case of the
pastor it is the thriving church and
the community that his ministry
helped enrich. In the case of our
(and many other) fallen comrades it
is the still free and thriving U.S. of
A. which is so dear to us. From its
purple mountain majesties to its
fruited plains it is a living archive,
and it’s just foo big to contain in a
box. Treasure it!

And may God who continues to
make all this possible bless each of
you.

Bill Froeschner A/9¢
National Chaplain
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PASTOR PFALZGRAF

(Continued from page 3)

who drove the car, gave me to
understand that they could not fol-
low up my wish because they were
lacking time. As for me, I could not
forget the two places where the
American Army and especially the
14th Armored Division stopped the
advance of the enemy.

Was it this experience which awak-
ened in me the decision to apply for
becoming a pastor in Rittershoffen? I
think so!

Do receive my best greetings:
Christ the Saviour is born for us.
Rejoice in Him! We wish you a Merry
Christmas and a happy new year
1996.

Sincerely yours,
GEORGES PFALZGRAF

P.S. Give my kind regards to the
veterans and to all the American peo-
ple who came to visit us. We like
them very much. I enclose a picture of
the old church of Rittershoffen and an
extract of our modest church quarter-

ly.

HEk ok gkkdkkk

Pastor Pfalzgraf’s address is:
Presbytere -

COLORADO
ALTITUDE

You know that Denver is known
as the “Mile High City” and that the
average altitude in Colorado is 6800
ft. so it seems reasonable that most
of your time in Colorado will be
spent in high altitude area. I live in
Kansas and I go to Colorado all of
the time and I can never feel it
affects me although everyone is
affected to some degree. You may
feel tired, may have a shortness of
breath, a little nausea or a little
headache. These discomforts will go
away as you acclimate to Colorado.

To avoid any or all of these dis-
comforts, do not over exert—sit and
rest if you feel tired, avoid alcohol
and eat lightly but drink plenty of
fluids. If you have a history of
heart, circulatory or lung disease,
consult your doctor about what you

an do. You all know that I had a
five by-pass. I go to the high places
and get along fine.

If you are in normal health, I do

not believe you will be affected by

the Colorado altitude. Colorado

Springs is about 6000 ft. and

Cripple Creek is about 12,000 ft.

With a little moderation in your

activities, all will be well, I believe.
— Don Beamgard

. MINUTESOFTHE
UTIVEBOARDMEETING

The meeting was called to order
by President Ogden Jones at 4 p.m.
Those attending were: Harold
Hanhardt, Paul Cearlock, Neil
Webster, Ralph Jackson, Horst
Froelich, Ted Perkins, Fred
Shattuck, George Davis, Pat
Defusco, Bill Froeschner, Andy
Tierno, Walt Skowron, Jack DeWitt,
Frank Van Someren, Morris Wax,
Lee Mathison, Bob Gerstacker,
Luther Carle, Fred Pieper, Harold
Kiehne, Claude McAllister, Andy
Winiarczyk, Gene Deck, Don
Beamgard, John P. Meyer.

Bill Froeschner gave the invoca-
tion and the group Pledged
Allegiance to the Flag and to the
Republic.

MOTION. Minutes of the 1994
meeting be approved as published
in the LIBERATOR. PASSED.

Andy Tierno gave the Treasurer’s
Report. MOTION by Froelich, sec-
ond by DeWitt that it be approved.
PASSED. Copy of Report in
Secretary’s book.

Total income $48,600.64

Total expense $55.173.64
Net loss $ 6,573.00

Fred Shattuck gave the
Scholarship report. The Association
awarded three scholarships.
Recipients are Byron Phipps, Luke
Pistorius and Allison Kalb. Other
scholarships were awarded from
funds donated by 14th A.DD. Assn.
members to the following students:
Juli Licklider, Kim Rynning, Todd
Snyder, Kristy Dolan. Shattuck
pointed out that applications are
not carried over from year to year.
Each new year requires an applica-

tion. This information is also on the
scholarship application form.

Jack DeWitt gave the
Nominating Committee’s report:
The nominee for National Junior
2nd Vice President is Jack Turner,
62 Inf, Hq Co. MOTION by Carle,
seconded by Shattuck that the
report be accepted. PASSED.

Don Beamgard reported on plans
for the 1996 reunion in Colorado
Springs. Dates will be September
12-15, 1996, at the Hotel Sheraton.
Many events are planned, some-
thing for everyone. See details in
the LIBERATOR. Tierno suggested
that a medical note about the
effects of altitude on health be
available. MOTION by DeWitt, sec-
onded by Froelich that the report,
including Tierno’s suggestion, be
accepted. PASSED.

Neil Webster reported that the
1997 reunion would be September
18-21, 1997 at the Red Lion Hotel in
Omaha, Nebraska. Special attrac-
tions will be the Doorly Zoo, Old
Heritage Museum, special enter-
tainment. MOTION by Froelich,
seconded by Deck the report be
accepted. PASSED,

Claude McAllister reported on a
“Back to Ft. Smith” reunion
September 16-20, 1998. Hotel
arrangements are being firmed.
MOTION by Froelich, seconded by
Perkins that the report be accepted.
PASSED. MOTION by DeWitt, sec-
onded by Carle that John Meyer,
Assn. Judge Advocate, review con-
tracts. PASSED.

George Davis suggested that
reunion information be published 3
months in advance of the reunion.
MOTION Froelich, seconded by
Shattuck. PASSED.

Jackson reported that Turner
Publishing of Paducah, KY wanted
to reprint our history book without
any obligation by the 14th A.D.
Assn. except our permission and a
one time use of our member roster
to promote sale of the book. The
agreement was reivewed by Andy
Tierno and John P. Meyer. The book
should be ready in December 1995.

The resignation of Dr. Mark

Manship as Medical Officer was
(continued on page 6)
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NEW MEMBERS % % % % % % % % % % %

Edlebeck, Donald 125 Engrs B Co
Hendricksen, William 47 Tank Hg Co
Roy, Lee 48 Tank B Co
Bolen, Robert 621InfC Co
Cudowski, 500 Arty Hq Bty
Benjamin, Robert H.  Support Mil Pol
Bealer, Cletus J. 25 Tank A Co
Kozma, Ron 68 Inf B Co
Geno, Chester 48 Tank C Co
Hollister, **James 191nf C Co
Quarles, Douglas 94 Cav Hq Trp

Okruch, Nicholas 62 Inf C Co
Tarantelli, Armond  Support MP

Linne, **Walter 47 Tank B Co
Albert, **Steven 94 Cav F Trp
Gerard, **Benjamin 94 Cav F Trp
Dise, Leonard 62 InfC Co
Albert, Samuel 94 Cav F Trp
Russ, “*Linda 48 Tank A Co
Rifkin, **Kathleen 48 Tank A Co
Zollo, **Mark 48 Tank A Co
Armold, *Jeanne 48 Tank A Co
Linne, Walter 47 Tank B Co
Linne, **John G. 47 Tank B Co

* Wife of Member **Son or Daughter of Member

NEWLIFEMEMBERS***********

Douglas Quarles 94 Cav HQ Trp

Frank B. Bonk 25 Tank B Co

Merrill L. Vance SUPPORT Trains

Samuel Albert 94 Cav F Trp

Walter Linne 47 Tank B Co

John G. Linne 47 Tank B Co .
L. 0. 0. 0. 0666 6 & ¢

MINUTES OF EXEC. BD. MTG.

(continued from page 5)

accepted. MOTION by Wax, second-
ed by Shattuck that we not desig-
nate the office of Medical Officer.
PASSED.

MOTION by Perkins, seconded
by DeWitt that the roster of the
14th Armored Division Association
be limited to 14th A.D. veterans
and other persons who have an
association with a 14th A D. veter-
an. PASSED.

MOTION by Wax, seconded by
Shattuck to Adjourn. PASSED at
5:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
RALPH JACKSON,
Secretary
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TAPS

Joe R. Barron - CMD Div Arty
Richard T. Wescott - CMD CCA HQ
Clifford Ritchie -25 Tank C Co
Charles Kidd - 500 Arty A Bty
Ernest M. Spokes - 19 Inf A Co
Russell Chase - CMD CCA HQ
James Jay Hillis -
Walter Jania -19 Inf C Co
Andrew B. Kostelnik -68 Inf Hq Co
Emery Boldenow -25 Tank C Co
Lloyd Wagner -48 Tank A Co
Wilber Kramer - 48 Tank A Co
George W. Caddick -19 Inf A Co
Carlyle B Reeves -68 Inf C Co
David Weinberger - 500 Arty A Bty
J.E. Carver - 62 Inf A Co
Dr. Walter T. Gier -47 Tank Serv Co
Edward L. Galus - 25 Tank B Co
Dr. Murray Freed - 47 Tank D Co
John E. Murphy - 68 Inf Hq Co
Gene Cornell -48 Tank A Co
Rexford J. Blodgett -62 Inf A Co
Allmon C. Emerson -499 Arty HqBty
Lois Yant (widow of Roger)

499 Arty A Bty
Bertha Hinrich (wife of Gus)

62 Inf A Co
Ivan B. Cramer -500 Arty B Bty

LA e e e 8 8 & & & &

CORRECTION: It has been brought
to our attention that the name of
Mrs. Robert Arnold appeared in the
“Taps” column of the last issue of the
Liberator but that this was in error as
Mrs. Arnold is alive and doing well.
Her husband was a member of A Co
48th Tankers. Our apologies to Mrs.
Arnold.

Reb e




ODONATIONS

Leslie W. Call George Pouliot
Mike Bishop George Bailey
Bruce Kramer Arthur Sack
Bill Schillo Frank Caldwell
James Bartig Emil Zynda
Charles Utt Charles Krueger
John Sweney Edward Biela
Robert B. Spencer Robert Hogan
Elmo Q. Wood John P. McMahon
Lt. Col. Howard Carmelo Mancuso
Trammel Wm. Hambley
Ross Crist John Dewhurst
Doris Schurke Robert Mac Blane
Parker Gray Vito Dorio
John M. Henry Stanely Miller
Gene Deck Joseph Seper
Donald Charles Lillis
Buckingham Sidney Kweller
Samuel Glenn Andy Lambdin
A.C. Smith, Jr.

= T

SPECIAL DONATIONS

John M. Henry - 48 Tank D Co

E. F. Blegen - 48 Tank D Co

Lt. Col. Howard Trmmell -62nd C Co

In Memory of Paul Schurke - 500 th
Bty B - by Doris M. Schurke

In Memory of Carlyle B. Reeves
68th C Co - from his buddy,
Ross W. Crist

Wm. Hambley -48 Tank Hq Co

~ In Memory of Lt. Chas. B. Wallace
2nd Platoon, 47 Tank, Bn (KIA)

B. Frank Caldwell -62nd C Co

Andy Lambdin -25th Tk C Co

Parker Gray - CCA

SPECIAL DONATION made to the
Scholarship Fund In Memory of Ethel
Marks, wife of Henry Marks of the 19th
AIB, from a fellow soldier of the 19th
AIB Gene Deck.

SPECIAL DONATION in Memory of
William P. Thompson and John
Murphy, given by James D. Fraser,
D.D.S.

The meeting was called to order
by President Ogden Jones at 11:00
a.m. Bill Froeschner gave the invo-
cation. The group Pledged
Allegience to the Flag and to the
Republic.

MOTION by Earle Schlegel, sec-
onded by Fred Shattuck that the
Minutes of the 1994 Meeting as
published in the LIBERATOR be
approved. PASSED.

The Treasurer’s Report was pre-
sented by Andy Tierno. MOTION by
Froelich, seconded by Vince Ippolito
that the Treasurer’s Report be
approved. PASSED. Copy of
Treasurer’s report filed in
Secretary’s book and Treasurer’s
book.

Jack DeWitt reported for the
Nominating Committee: The nomi-
nee for National Junior 2nd Vice
President is Jack Turner, 62 Inf, Hg
Co. Ted Perkins seconded the com-
mittee’s nomination. MOTION by
Froelich, seconded by Shattuck that
nominations cease and Jack Turner
be elected. PASSED. Jack Turner
gave a short acceptance speech, say-
ing he would host the reunion in
1999 in the Richmond/Norfolk
region.

Fred Shattuck announced the
scholarship winners for the year.
There were seven winners.
MOTION by Howard Knapp, sec-
onded by Froelich that the reports
be accepted. PASSED.

The LIBERATOR Editor, Verlyn
Hofer, reported the deadline for
material to be included in the next
issue will be October 1, 1995. Don
Beamgard reported on the trip to
Europe of May 1995.

Don Beamgard, Neil Webster and
Claude McAllister each described
the arrangements they are making
for future reunions in 1996, 1997
and 1998 respectively.

Fred Shattuck and Don Beam-
gard auctioned items with proceeds
to go into the scholarship fund:

MOTION by Froelich, seconded
by DeWitt that the current Vice
Presidents be jumped one step up
and that the current Treasurer and
Secretary and persons in other per-
manent positions be re-elected.
PASSED.

MOTION by Kiehne, seconded by
Shattuck to adjourn. PASSED.

Respectfully submitted,
Ralph Jackson, Secretary

KALAMAZOO REUNION

EVALUATION
First time attended: yes 7% No 93%
Transportation: Auto 90%,
Plane 9%, Other 1%
Instructions to Reunion Site:
Good 99%, Fair 1%, Poor 0
Location: Good 95%, Fair 4%,
Poor 1%
Date: Good 94%, Fair 5%, Poor 1%
Prices for Events: Good 99%,
Fair 1%
Best aspects about Reunion:
Seeing friends 55%,
Banquet 10%, Early Bird 10%,
New friends 15%, Services 10%
Disappointments of Reunion;
None 80%,
Unit Attendance Poor 20%
Will you attend next Reunion:
Yes 91%, Try 5%, Maybe 4%
Way to improve the Reunion:
Registration desk open longer
More signs for directions
PX open longer - Larger Badges
Help at sign up board for seating
Direction for events
Hotel Accommodations: Good 97%
Fair 3%, Poor 0
Hotel Service: Good 93%, Fair 6%,
Poor 1%
Food Quality: Good 89%, Fair 11%,
Poor O
Portions: Good 92%, Fair 7%,
Poor 1%
Reunion Activities:
Tours: Good 97%, Fair 3%, Poor 0
Speeches: Good 95%, Fair 4%,
Poor 1%
Entertainment: Good 98%,
Fair 2%, Poor 0
Things to do: Good 96%, Fair 4%
Poor 0
COMMENTS:
Hotel Rooms not ready,
wait too long
Want unit nights
Can’t read name tags
Better way to board buses
Someone to help at table sign up
sheets
Signs to registration desk
Someone at Registration Desk to
answer guestions
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Louis A. Giacinti, Sr. of
Franksville, Wisconsin is shown at
the right of this picture. He
explains that he was a member of
Service Co., 62nd AIB, and helped
set up meals in Germany for that
unit. He later transferred to Co C.
He does not identify the other two
fellows with him in the photo.
Perhaps someone can recognize
himself or someone else in this old
picture.

LT. COL. WINIARCZYK
HOSPITALIZED

Lt. Col. Andrew W. Winiar-
czyk, our association honorary
national president, informs
that he had the misfortune of
falling on the ice December 21,
and due to injuries incurred
was hospitalized for over three
weeks in the V.A. hospital. The
incident, he points out, has
delayed the filling of orders for
the posters but that he will
eventually get these sent out.
He expresses his appreciation
to all those who sent Christmas
greetings and is sorry that he
was not able to respond because
of his incapacitation. He hopes
to be up and around in about
three months after therapy.

Uahobsid

L

NEWS FROM THE
25th TANKERS

Great year for the 25th Tankers I
am in touch with. Lots of Christmas
Cards and no reports of any deaths
or serious health problems. I talked
to Col. Watson who said he was 89
years old and doing fine. He gets
around without his oxygen but does
not believe he will get to Colorado
Springs. He asked about several
men I could tell him a little about
and he was interested. He says the
25th is his favorite command and
that makes us all feel good since he
served in Korea and as an advisor
to ‘Nam.

All you 25th men who live within
about 750 miles of Colorado Springs
are going to get special letters from
me urging you to attend. You will
be honored. I have some green base-
ball type caps with tanks on them
and the 25th Tank name for
yvou.You remember I also offered a
tattoo instead of the cap for you
guys that would rather have it.
What could be a better remem-

brance of the convention than a

Tank tattoo? I know it would be
appreciated by your family. What a
deal — Colorado Springs in 1996! Be
there!

Don Beamgard

\._,.I'

Taken somewhere in Germany by Melvin Tinsley in 1945, this picture
includes a group of mortar platoon men from the 48th TK. Bn. The house
in the background lost its roof during the night while men used it for shel-
ter. Pictured in the front row, I to r, are: Kenneth Weyant, William Perry,
John Krantz, Stanley Zodico, Everett Waldrun; back row: James Welling,
Walter Schultz, Bill Hambley, Archer Muse, Sherman Young, Arnold
Capsey, Lester Derringer, Irving Stadtmiller, and Stanley Malak.
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Great Mystery Continues...
Who shot down the German ME 109?

(Editor’s Note: The following is a letter
received by Bernard Rudd of the 48th
Tankers from Dave Graham regarding
the shooting down of a German fighter
plane in the 48th’s sector in January of
1945. Following Mr. Graham's letter is
the answer sent to him by Rudd who
now serves as a superior court judge in
Newark, New Jersey.)

Dear Mr. Rudd, Sept. 29, 1995

I saw your letter in the summer issue
of the Liberator, I am trying to get more
information about an event of the 48th
Tank Battalion at Hatten, France in
December 1944, | have a veteran friend,
Hugo Scarpitti, who might have shot
down an ME109 German fighter that
was strafing his tank column near
Hatten. Hugo's tank had a 105 mm gun
and sc | think he could have been in
the HQ company of the 48th.

Do you have any ideas about how I
could find another witness to the
~ shootdown of the ME109? It is a fact

that a ME109 was shot down near
Hatten in late December, 1944. | am in
contact with a German pilot who said
his ME109 was shot down by a tank
near Hatten. I would love to confirm
that it was my veteran friend that got
the plane.

Was the 48th near Hatten in
December, 1944? Is there anyone from
48th HQ company who I might contact
about the shootdown?

I noticed on page three of the
Liberator that there is a booklet about
the 48th “We Came to Fight.” Do you
know of any way that I could get a
copy?

Iam a 53 year-old Vietnam era veter-
an and amateur historian of WWII. |
have traveled to Europe on business
each year since 1987 and I always take
a week of vacation to visit old battle-
fields and war museums, etc. I have
joined several associations of veterans
for both armored and infantry combat
divisions that fought in Europe during
.944-45. |1 have been trying to meet as
many veterans as possible to get their
eyewitness accounts of WWII events

that were experienced by the common
soldier. I'm doing my share to gather
the stories and documents so they're
not lost. The more stories that I learn,
the more ways | have to tie major
events together in a realistic way to
help me “walk in the GI's shoes.”
That's my interest now, before the
opportunities are lost forever.

It's good to see that we.still have
your kind of broad experience in our
judiciary system. My brother is a federal
district judge in Columbus and I know
how challenging that career can be.

Yours truly,

DAVE GRAHAM

Dear Dave Graham, Oct. 3, 1995

It's odd and gratifying that you
should ask. I've been telling that story
(that the 48th Tank Battalion shot
down a German ME 109) for 51 years
and nobody picked up on it or seems to
remember the fact. Even Dick
Hillenbrand, my driver in an M-5 tank
who [ think had a direct hand in it,
along with a lot of others, doesn’t seem
to recall. But it happened. And it went
like this:

We were in a very long column of
tanks and other vehicles, outside of
Niedersbetchdorf, which was just before
Hatten in January 1945, stopped at
proper intervals for a break. Every vehi-
cle had some kind of A.A. weapon.
Ours was a pea shooter .30 caliber
machine gun manned by whoever felt
like it. Dick usually jumped up to it
because he was so frustrated driving,
normally, and not shooting, normally.
The road behind us made a bend and
vehicles were lined up for miles. That
poor Kraut came low over the woods
and found himself directly over the col-
umn, [ think surprised by the bend, not
strafing. Every tank and truck opened
up on him and hosed the blue sky, him
and every bird in the vicinity. The
noise was deafening. Dick Hillenbrand
was in seventh heaven. And everyone
screamed: “I got him, I got him!” What

really was crazy was that they did. 1 saw
him, way ahead of us now, start to
smoke, veer left, and go over the hori-
zon. Then a few seconds (10-20) later a
ball of smoke to the left, way ahead.
Days later we got the hot rumor that
the 48th Tank Battalion got credit for
knocking down an ME109. I'm not sure
we believed it ourselves. 1 told
Hillenbrand he was the only tank driver
in captivity who shot down a plane. At
the time he said, which is typical of
him, “I hope it wasn’t one of ours.”

Now, if you tell me that Hugo
Scarpitti of Headquarters Company did
it and not all those other guys, I'll
believe you. If he did it with a 105 tank
gun [ wouldn’t have wanted to be in
the tank in front of him. But, I'm all for
recognition, even if it is 51 years late.

Speaking of recognition I'd just like
to say for all of us in the 14th Armored
that to a man we recognize and appre-
ciate what all of you kids did in
Vietnam. And we thank you for it. 1 cer-
tainly do.

As for the 48th Tank Battalion’s
book WE CAME TO FIGHT, they sure
do exist. I have one. I suggest you write
to:

Don Beamgard

or
Andrew D. Tierno

For possible help and or any further
information.

I'm sending a copy of your letter and
this one to the LIBERATOR. A little net-
working always helps.

If you're in the New York area give
me a call. . We can have
a drink and puff up some stories.

My best wishes to you and good luck
in your endeavors.

Sincerely,
BERNARD RUDD
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GOLD

* HOTEL & CASINO »

RUSH

Don’t miss the planned 14th Armored Division

FREE FUN BUS TRIP TO CRIPPLE CREEK
Take a ride on the FUN BUS to Cripple Creek’s fabulous

GOLD RUSH HOTEL & CASINO

Buses depart the Sheraton Hotel on Friday, September 13, each half hour starting at 9:00 a.m.
Returns begin departing Cripple Creek at 2:30 p.m.
Guests enjoy relaxing round-trip transportation on a comfortable & convenient luxury motorcoach.
The GOLD RUSH HOTEL & CASINO promises a day filled with the fun and excitement of

% Live Blackjack ¢ 306 Slot Machines ¥ Video Keno & Video Poker, and...
# the mighty COLOSSUS, Cripple Creek’s Largest Slot Machine!!
FREE FUN BUS PACKAGE INCLUDES... % Round-trip bus transportation,

4 FREE LUNCH voucher for use at guest’s leisure in the Golden Grille Restaurant,
¥ 520 Value Bonus Gaming Package, full of valuable coupons for FREE GAMING TOKENS,
BLACKJACK MATCH PLAYS, FREE COCKTAILS and much more, plus...

#Hourly drawings for gaming tokens & other fun prizes!!!

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS
CONTACT: Don Beamgard @ 1-913-626-3390

Space is limited — make your reservations early!!

AREA ACTIVITIES

Colorado Springs offers unparalleled
attractions for visitors. From nature
hikes on Pike's Peak to a tour of the
U.S. Air Force Academy or the Garden
of the Gods, there’s something for
everybody.

Air Force Academy - Colorado’s most
visited man-made attraction, the U.S.
Air Force Academy boasts the stunning
Cadet Chapel, planetarium and the
USAFA Visitor Center where you can
learn about daily living at the
Academy. Open seven days a week, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. 472-2555.

Cave of the Winds -Explore deep
underground caverns filled with beauti-
ful rock formations, pools, caves and
tunnels. Take a Discovery Tour or the
adventurous Wild Tour. Open daily 10
a.m. to 5 p.m, Summer 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
685-5444.

Citadel Shopping Center -Just minutes
from the hotel you will find a variety of
retail centers. One of Colorado Springs’
largest shopping centers is the Citadel,
which features over 175 stores. This
major shopping center includes 3
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regionally-known department stores
and 17 restaurants. 591-2900.

Cripple Creek - Gamble in this historic
mining town or ride the turn-of-the-
century Narrow Gauge Railroad. Shuttle
service to casinos is available. Dial 1705

Flying W Ranch -Return to the time of
the Old West. Working ranch and Old
West town. Chuckwagon dinner and
stage show, reservations required. 598-
4000.

Garden of the Gods -Spend the day
hiking, backpacking, rock climbing or
horseback riding through the breath-
taking beauty of sandstone monoliths
at Garden of the Gods. Open all year.

Manitou Springs -At the foot of Pike's
Peak, Manitou Springs is one of the
nation’s largest historic districts. Visit
it’s many shops and famous mineral
springs.

Old Colorado City -A variety of unique
shops, galleries and restaurants on the
west side of Colorado Springs reflect a
true spirit of the West.

Pikes Peak Cog Railway -Ride to the
top of spectacular Pikes Peak on the

world’s highest cog railway. Enjoy mag-

nificent views, hidden valleys, beautiful
aspens and desolate tundra. Call for
information and reservations. 685-5401

Royal Gorge Bridge -Truly one of
Colorado’s outstanding scenic attrac-
tions, the Royal Gorge Bridge is the
world’s highest suspension bridge span-
ning the 1,200 foot deep Royal Gorge.
Both an aerial tramway over the Gorge
and an incline railway to the bottom
are available. 275-7507.

Seven Falls -Only five minutes from
the hotel in south Cheyenne Canyon.
Open all year. Beautiful waterfalls cas-
cading through a narrow canyon. Tours
available. See the Concierge for direc-
tions or call 632-0752

U.S. Olympic Training Center -Catch
the Olympic spirit as you watch
Olympic athletes train. Free one and
one half hour tour includes an Olympic
film and visit to the Gift Shop contain-
ing unique Olympic merchandise.
Tours Monday through Saturday, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Sunday noon to 4 p.m. 578
4618.




HONEST MISTAKE
EXPLAINED

Dear Mr. Hofer:
I have just received my copy of

the Fall 1995 LIBERATOR and
want to offer my compliments on
the issue. The reportage of the
Hatten-Rittershoffen visit/tour and
the many contributions from the
Kalamazoo National Reunion of the
14th Armored are really fine.

The primary purpose of this let-
ter, however, is to correct an
assumption which may have been
made by a sharp-eyed copy editor,
but which is a mistake none-the-
less, and which just might be caus-
ing some headaches in the home of
Art Schiebe (sic) who is pictured on
page 9 of the Summer 1995
Liberator with two other members
of 48th Tank A Company. )

The listing of new members in
the fall issue has me as the wife of a
member of the 48th Tank A Co. I
am neither wife nor widow. Also the
mailing label gives me the same
affiliation. My interest in the 14th
is through Captain Thomas E.
Conboy, B Company, 19th AIB, who
was killed 17 January 1945 in
Hatten. In the event there is a Mrs.
Art Schiebe she may well be won-
dering where this Donna person
came from after 50 years. Can you
change the listing?

With appreciation,
Donna Carberry Scheibe

EXPLAINS GERMERSHEIM
“MYSTERY”

To the Editor:
A few years before formation of

the 14th Armored Division
Association, Joe Lambert, G-3 of the
division during the war, was serv-
ing as Adjutant General of the
Army. He thought members of our
division should get together, just as
many other divisions were holding

reunions at that time. He told Bob
Peoples and John MeVey, both
wartime members of the division,
who were then working in the
Pentagon, to contact former division
members and invite them to meet in
Washington.

A number of us met there and
among those present was Bob
Straba, who, after the meeting, pre-
pared the following memoranda to
himself:

“This last summer I attended
an Army reunion for the 14th
A.D. in Washington, D.C. I met a
number of people T had not seen
since 1945. This division fought
in the European theater the last
year of the war. The last three
months of the war it was a spear-
heading division in Patton’s
Third Army.

One of General Patton’s theo-
ries was that the war could be
ended sooner by destroying the
enemy’s will to fight and this
could effectively be accomplished
by destroying the civilian support
of the war effort. We did this by
destroying as much as possible of
every town or city we fought in.
Many times after the last snipers
had been neutralized and the
city’s fire department would try
to put out fires, we would round
up the fire department personnel
as suspected soldiers so they
could not save their city.

This last summer I met a gen-
eral who was our division G-3
during the war, and after the war
was a military governor of a large
city called Germersheim, on the
west banks of the Rhine River.
He said that he could never
understand why the officials of
the City of Germersheim were so
unfriendly to him when they saw
his 14th A.D. shoulder pad.

I was surprised to learn that
the top brass of our division did
not know the policy and conduct
of the line troops. So I explained

to him how we allowed the whole
north end of the town to burn
down; also how we confiscated
more private autos than we had
military vehicles in our columns.
When we pulled out the next day
after taking a city, we moved a
few miles back and then deserted
all of the civilian vehicles. The
average G.I. had absolutely no
respect for German property and
went out of his way to destroy as
much as possible.

To further show how snafued
the Army can sometimes get,
General Lambert said the official
records in Washington give the
4th Armored the credit for taking
the City of Germersheim.
Elements of the 4th Armored
were the ones who relieved us
after we had taken the city.

So it seems that if the War
Department never knew who
actually took the City of
Germersheim, you can be sure
that the people of that city know
it was the 14th Armored Division
and not the 4th Armored!”

Jack R. DeWitt
19th Co A

WHO RECEIVES
THE LIBERATOR?

All paid up members and LIFE mem-
bers of the 14th Armored Division
Association, and those who are only one
year behind in their payment, receive the
LIBERATOR three times a year. In addi-
tion, the LIBERATOR is sent to widows
of the above members of the 14th
Armored Division Association for one
year. If they wish to continue receiving
the LIBERATOR, they should fill in the
membership REGISTRATION form which
is always printed on the next to last page
of the LIBERATOR, and send it with dues
to Andy Tierno, National Treasurer,

Remember, the LIBERATOR is not
sent to members of the Women's
Auxiliary (households would receive two
LIBERATORS if we did). Membership in
the 14th Armored Division Association is
required to receive the LIBERATOR.

Y PLEASE CHECKYOUR W
MEMBERSHIP CARD FOR
Y¢ EXPIRATION DATE! ¢
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a member of B Co. 19th AIB. After
being discharged from the Army,
Dave continued his education, grad-
uating from Duke Divinity School
and being ordained in the United
Methodist Church. His address is

Seven of us died that snowy
morning as the rush of German
tanks and soldiers overran our front
lines. We had moved back to the
second street as planned, but still
they came. All day long they came.
All night long they came. They
came just as they had come again
and again in the past ten snowy
days.

When evening came we planned
to reposition ourselves on the west
flank of the town. It was a wise and
altogether a necessary decision. It
paid off, too. Though they tried,
they did not get to us the next day.

Monday morning came - with
more snow. We had a little sniper
fire and a few rounds of mortar... a
light attack in comparison with the
previous days - but most of all, no
one died that day. They were seek-
ing a break-thru and no better place
could be found than the valley in
which we were now fighting. Today
the weather was our ally. Cloudy,
winter’s best kind of day, with light
snow day after day, but today it was
heavier.

Nothing much was moving.
Things had gotten all too calm. The
sniper fire and occasional machine
gun fire were quiet. What was up?
What was going on? And then I saw
it moving in the woods. A soldier
and a German civilian were walking
across the frozen field. They were
coming toward us. The white sheet,
a universal language of “truce”
waved back and forth as they came.
I told the fellows to hold their fire —
and they did. Soon the distance
between the western edge of the
woods and the farm house and our
line of defense was closed. I asked
“Routestep” to back me up. I took
out a hankerchief and putting my
weapon down by the door, went out
the window.

It was a strained meeting. I could

(Editor’s Note: David C. Groves was

&

Pictured are members of the B-19 anti-tank unit. Standing at left are Dave Penn and
Archie Sprine, driver of half-tank. The photographer was Dave Groves.

think of nothing but the twenty-two
young friends who had died in this
rotten town the last few days. In all
probablilty, killed by these same
people.

Here was their killer - in front of
me. I was face to face with... it was
painful. The conversation was not
formal, but it was quick and sweet:
(Translated German) A cow is hav-
ing a calf in the lower portion of
that farm home and the cow cannot
deliver. Do we have someone who
can help? Do we have someone who
can help! Of course. There is always
someone around to get the job done.
One of us, Archie, was from upstate
N.Y. and was raised on a dairy. He
was the driver of our A.T. 57 track.
He was an infantryman trained to
do a job. But for these moments he
was a dairyman,

In a few minutes - thru the falling
Snow - we were on. our way. Sure we
knew there was risk, but they had
taken it, hadn’t they. So off we went.
Down the line the news passed. Hold
your fire. Don't fire unless fired
upon. It only took a few moments to
get to the farm house. Built in the
usual European style, the cow and
animals lived on the ground floor
and the farm family lived above.
Into the barn we went. The cow was
still standing.

It only took an instant and a few
words from Archie to make the
changes necessary to help the cow.
Archie told me what to do and I told
them in the translation. Hot water

was there in an instant - and there
it was - a beautiful calf. Healthy,
and staggering around on its feet.
In the midst of all the death and all
the destruction of home and proper-
ty, here was life. New life, young
and innocent. I do not know who
was more proud - Archie, the
farmer, or me. The house frau came
with glasses - schnapps - toasts -
and since I did not drink I took one
of the empty glasses and raised it as
the others. The calf was born. The
toast was done. We were on our way
back. We needed to get back. With a
curt bow we left. Would they shoot
as we returned? Would they break
the momentary truce before we got
back to our lines? Would some trig-
ger-happy Kraut waste us as we
went back across the field? We
started back. We got back.

For just a few precious moments,
it was quiet: and then... back to the
explosions... back to the destroyed
homes ... back to the death and
noise. However, I knew that it
would only be a few moments to o-
nine-hundred and our planned
counter-attack would begin. I knew
at o-nine-hundred the shells would
fly. I knew that at o-nine-hundred
that day, in the midst of the falling
snow and the daily drama of death
that came daily to our lives the
counter-offensive for Hatten would
begin. It did!

That morning our Captain,
returning from the C.P. was killed
by mortar fire. Lt. Blair took his

(continued next page)
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THE COW AND HER CALF
(continued from page 16)

place. One dies here. Another dies
there. But someone steps up and
fills the slot. The counter-offensive
began on time. I do not know how
many shells ean be fired a minute
from all of the guns that supported
us in that day. I do know that the
Germans fired over 3000 rounds an
hour into that little town. Our
response was usually “five-zero-
nan” and our artillery would
respond, often firing rounds only
thirty to fifty yards in front of us -
deadly fire, but necessary.

Not a single home or barn was
left standing in front of us those ten
- now eleven days of shelling. They
had tried to make a breakthru but
had failed so far. Division after divi-
sion came to test us. They wanted
to break us, and move across that
low rolling country to our seemingly
endless supply of gas and shells.
Had they done so, the war would

have continued for many months or
even a few more years.

But it was now o-nine-hundred.

They had not broken us. They
had not reached their desired objec-
tive. Our shells fell. One by one the
houses were leveled in front of us.
The barns disappeared. And then
quiet. Tuesday morning came and
we were suspicious. All was quiet —
too quiet. There was no noise. And
then I heard the tank motors. We
heard the noise and assumed anoth-
er attack was coming. They were on
the move - but they were not attack-
ing again - rather they were retreat-
ing. Oh, if only the weather would
clear. With a few clear days we
could end the war with our aircraft.

Oh, if only our bombers could fly.

But they could not. For the
weather did not clear as much as
we needed for it to and as much as
we wanted it to.

We moved across the field.
Slowly we moved with every possi-

£

A busy family oriented year kept

" us from the 14th Division National

Reunion in Milwaukee as ] celebrat-
ed the “big 8-0” and we celebrated
our Golden Wedding Anniversary.
It was a real joy to read that the
499th was well represented. Good to
hear that men from “C” Battery are
attending more and more of these
get-togethers! Sounded like a good
one!

We did make it to Orlando (see
Frank Griffen’s report on this
reunion) for “A” Battery’s bi-annual
event. “Chet” and Bessie Klindt did
a bang-up job of planning and I
mean that literally. Just at the time
of our Saturday night banquet,
there was a fantastic Walt Disney
fireworks display from the park just
across the street. Dining on the top
floor, in a glassed-in room, it was
awesome!

Talked with Bob Sturdivant’s
wife, Geri, recently. Bob has spent
much time in and out of the hospi-
tal this past year. He is doing quite

well at this time but we think he
would appreciate notes of cheer.
Their address is:

Betty Huckleberry called to say
that she had a note from Mrs. Alma
Emerson saying that her husband,
Allmon C. Emerson, had died on
Nov. 9, 1995. Emerson was a mem-
ber of HQ Battery and their address
was/is:
for those of you who would like to
send condolences. Thanks to Betty
for sending the news along, however
sad.

Sorry, also, to report that we
have received notification from the
family that Lois Yant, widow of
Roger E. Yant (“A” Battery’s C.O. at
the time of going overseas) passed
away last Memorial Day. Painful to
report news from the sad side of the
street but do feel this, too, is a part
of life.

On the happy side, can anyone
top this: Four generations of James
Polaks were on hand in Orlando...

ble caution. Soon we were at the
remains of the farm house where
Archie and I had been but a short
time before. The building was
destroyed. The home was gone. The
barn beneath it was rubble. The
cow and calf were gone, too. The
farmer and his wife were not seen.
All were gone. I called to Archie. He
came slowly from across the field.

All were gone - all were dead.
The soldier had not died immediate-
ly - I could tell from his prayer book
that was in his frozen hand.

The farmer and his wife had been
killed instantly - together in the
kitchen - and as we circled to the
left of all that remained of the home
Archie called to me and pointed - So
I came over by his side and looked...

...there was the mother cow and
her newborn calf...

Having been saved in that awful
war and given life one snowy, win-
ter day - the cow and her calf had
died in the next.

James Polak (our buddy), his son
James Polak, Jr., grandson James
Polak III, and the new baby, James
Polak IV. Commenting as to how
they were all such look-alikes, one
who knew said, “You should have
seen our buddy Jim’s dad, another
duplicate!” Strong genes, huh?!!

Another happy announcement:
We have a Seniors tennis champion!
William “Bill” Mitchell and his part-
ner were winners — doubles champs
— in the Florida Seniors Tennis
Tournament held in Tampa this
Fall. Good going, Bill!

One of the nicer fringe benefits of
the Holiday Season is the many
greetings from friends and this year
it seems more than ever they bear
the common handwritten message,
“We are planning on Colorado
Springs, hope to see you there!” And
to this we add, “May 1996 be a
healthy and happy one for you!”,
speaking in behalf of all the
499ers!!!

Jim & Yvonne Darling
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Col. Bob Edwards is reunited with POWs
he helped to release

Reprinted from the Cleburne County Sun Times - By RANDY KEMP Sun-Times Editor

Surrounded by soldiers he had
helped free from a German POW
camp 50 years ago, you might think
Col. Bob Edwards would have been
overcome with emotion. But his
reunion last week in Cincinnati was
a time for enjoyment rather than
sentiment.

“They treated us royally; they
really appreciated us shooting a few
guards and letting them out of jail,”
he said of the former occupants of
Moosburg POW camp containing
110,000 prisoners.

The 50-year remembrance was
organized by Dave Pollack of
Cincinnati, who spent 21 months in
the camp.

Col. Edwards, of Heber Springs,
was one of the guests of honor. He
greatly enjoyed hearing a falk by

Neil Armstrong, first man on the
moon. “The generals’ Q&A was very
good, too. There were a lot of fine,
high-caliber people there.”

The colonel, a retired career mili-
tary man who fought in three wars,
recalled that it was 6 a.m. on April
29, 1944 that a German major and
U.S. Air Force and British Royal
Air Force and Swiss Red Cross rep-
resentative came to Brig. Gen. C.H.
Karlstad (14th Armored Div.) and
proposed “terms” for the surrender
of the Moosburg POW camp.

Gen. Karlstad, however, demand-
ed an unconditional surrender of
the camp. The Germans refused, so
the 14th Armored tanks and troops
attacked at 9 a.m. By 10:30 it was
all over. Col. Edwards was a lieu-
tenant colonel commanding the

68th Armored Infantry Battalion
with around 1000 men and a com-
pany of 18 medium tanks and other
units attached but he was not per-
sonally involved in the fight.

He was invited to Cincinnati to
represent the 14th Division, known
as the “Liberators” at the POW
reunion. He was accompanied by
his wife, Hazel.

Col. Edwards served 32 years in
the Army and served in WWII,
Korea and Vietnam. His awards
include two Silver Star medals, two
Bronze Star medals, five Legion of
Merit medals, the Air Medal, the
French Croix de Guerre, two
Korean Ulchi Distinguished Service
medals, and the Chung Mu Korean
medal.

BATTERY A, 499TH ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BN. MEETS FOR 19TH BIENNIAL REUNION

The Harley Hotel of Orlando was
the meeting place of the 499ers on
October 20, 21 and 22 for their 19th
biennial reunion, organized by
Chester and Bessie Klindt.
Organized in 1959 by John Knoerl
(deceased in 1990) and Frank
Griffen, the unit has convened
every two years in various cities
offered by the host President.
Chester Klindt, James Polak, and
Frank Griffen have been to all 19
reunions. The 20th meeting has
been planned for the Lockport-
Niagara Falls, N.Y. area by host
James Ellsworth, in 1997.

The Orlando gathering proved to
be one of the best with Klindt’s two
daughters, Jane and Donna, and
son James, plus friends and rela-
tives working tirelessly to make
sure every aspect of the reunion
was taken care of.

Saturday afternoon, Church
Street Station, a busy shopping and
entertainment area in Orlando, fea-
turing the famous “Rosie O’Gradys,”
was the main attraction. Four for-
mer officers attended, with their

Pictured are members of the 499th who attended their biennial reunion. Back row, left

to right: Walter Weber, William Mitchell, Ralph Martin, James Sanders, Howard
Thomton, Richard Bumstead, Constantine Hanczar, William Smoot, James Ellsworth;
front row: Lewis Motycka, Frank Griffen, Chester Klindt, James Polak, Alvin Novak, James

Darling.

wives. The Battery’s first B.C.,
Walter Weber and wife, Verna;
William Smoot, Tennessee Man-
euvers B.C., and wife Helen; James
Darling and wife, Yvonne; James
Sanders and wife, Sallie. Sixteen
fellows recalled their war-time
experiences including William
Mitchell, Richard Bumstead,

Howard Thornton, Alvin Novak,
Frank Griffen, Ralph Martin,
Constantine Hanczar, James
Ellsworth, Chester Klindt (he wore
his service uniform that still fits!),
James Polak, Lewis Motycka, and
Robert Novak, new member.
Frank G. Griffen
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“PATTON’S PRAYER”

On Dec. 23rd, 1944 Gen. George
Patton prayed his famous prayer for
fair weather in the ancient chapel of the
Pesatore Foundation in Luxembourg
City.

“Sir, this is Patton talking. The last
fourteen days have been straight hell.
Rain, snow, more rain, more snow, and
I am beginning to wonder what's going
on in your headquarters. Whose side
are you on anyway?

For three years my chaplains have
been explaining that this is a religious
war. This, they tell me, is the Crusades
all over again, except that we're riding
tanks instead of chargers, They insist
we are here to annihilate the German
Army and the Godless Hitler so that
religious freedom may return to Europe.
Up until now I have gone along with
them, for you have given us your unre-
served cooperation. Clear skies and
calm seas in Africa made the landings
highly successful and helped us to elim-
inate Rommel. Sicily was comparatively
easy and you supplied excellent weather
for our armored dash across France, the
greatest military victory that you have
thus far allowed me. You have given me
excellent guidance in difficult command
decisions and you have led German
units into traps that made their elimi-
nation fairly simple.

But now, You've changed horses in
nidstream. You seem to have given Von
“Rundstedt every break in the book and
frankly he’s been beating the hell out of
us. My Army is neither trained nor
equipped for winter warfare. And as you

know this weather is more suitable for
Eskimos than for southern cavalry men.
But now, Sir, I can’t help but feel that I
have offended you in some way, that
suddenly you have lost all sympathy for
our cause, that you are throwing in with
Von Rundstedt and his paperhanging
god.

You know without me telling you
that our situation is desperate. Sure, 1
can tell my staff that everything is
going according to plan, but there’s no
use telling you that my 101st Airborne
is holding against tremendous odds in
Bastotre and that this continuing storm
is making it impossible to supply them
even from the air. I've sent Hugh
Gaffey, one of my ablest generals, with
his 4th Armored Division, north
towards that all important road center
to relieve the encircled garrison and
he’s finding your weather more difficult
than he is the Krauts. I don’t like to
complain unreasonably, but my soldiers
from the Meuse to Echternach are suf-
fering tortures of the damned. Today I
visited several hospitals, all full of frost-
bite cases, and the wounded dying in
the fields because they cannot be
brought back for medical care.

But this isn’t the worst of the situa-
tion. Lack of visibility, continued rains
have completely grounded my air force.
My technique of battle calls for close in
fighter bomber support, and if my
planes can'’t fly, how can I use them as
aerial artillery? Not only is this a
deplorable situation, but, worse yet, my
reconnaissance planes haven't been in
the air for fourteen days and I haven't
the faintest idea of what is going on

behind the German lines.

Damn it, Sir, I can’t fight a shadow.
Without your cooperation from a weath-
er standpoint I am deprived of accurate
disposition of the German Armies and
how in hell can I be intelligent in my
attack? All of this probably sounds
unreasonable to you, but I have lost all
patience with your chaplains who insist
that this is a typical Ardennes winter,
and that I must have faith.

Faith and patience be damned! You
have just got to make up your mind
whose side you are on. You must come
to my assistance, so that I may dispatch
the entire German Army as a birthday
present to your prince of peace.

Sir, I have never been an unreason-
able man, I am not going to ask you for
the impossible, I do not even insist upon
a miracle, for all I request is four days
of clear weather.

Give me four clear days so that my
planes can fly, so that my fighter
bombers can bomb and strafe, so that
my reconnaissance may pick out targets
for my magnificent artillery. Give me
four days of sunshine to dry this blasted
mud, so that my tanks roll, so that
ammunition and rations may be taken
to my hungry ill-equipped infantry. 1
need these four days to send Von
Rundstedt and his godless army to their
valhalla.

I am sick of this unnecessary butch-
ery of American youth, and in exchange
for four days of fighting weather, I will
deliver you enough Krauts to keep your
bookkeepers months behind in their
work. AMEN.”

Submitted by Jack Gunn
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I AM PLAYING IN THE....
1996 RON GRAYS MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNEY

Thanks to Don Beamgard and this year's committee, we have obtained the Fort Carson Golf
Course as the site of our 1996 Ron Grays Memorial Golf Tourney. The course is close to the
hotel. Maps to the course will be available at the hotel. Transportation will be by player vehi-
cle. Cars assemble at hotel entrance Thursday, September 12, at 8:30 a.m. Entry fee of $22.00
includes green fees, 1/2 cart, and prize money. Wives, sons and daughters may also enter this
tournament.

ENTRY BLANK

14th A.D. Unit

Handicap

Or average score

I would like to be a foursome with

1 can provide transportation for
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If you need to rent clubs mark here: Right hand
Please send ENTRY FORM and FEES TO OGDEN JONES,
NO LATER THAN AUGUST 31,1996.
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LIBERATOR - 14th Armored Division Association, Inc.
LIST OF VOLUNTEER REPRESENTATIVES FOR LIAISON WITH:
The Council of Armored Division Associations of Fort Chaffee, Arkansas The Sons and Daughters of the 14th Armored
Louisville, KY. Archie Schaffer, CCA, Hags. Division
Gene Deck, 19th Inf. Hg. Co. Dr. Mark E. Manship, 68th Inf. B Co.

The Patton Museum of Cavalry and Armor and FL
Knox of Ft. Knox, KY.
James C. Fry, 84th Cav C Troop

The Veterans Administration Hospitals
Joseph M. Kapraun, 47th TK Bn Med Det. The Scholarship Chairman

Frederick A. Shattuck, Jr., 500th Arty, Hq. Bty.

The Don C. Pratt Museum & FL Campbell of Ft. The European WWII Representative

Campbell, KY
Howard A. Trammell, “G" Co. 62nd

Dr. Phillip Sturgeon, MD, 84th Med Bn. Co. A

 154th ST
Jesse B. “Jack” Gunn, “A” Co.

84th CAV. SQDN.
Robert A. Jorgensen, “A” Troop

Hy Terkel, Command

398th AAA WPS BN.

Tom C. Quinn,

CCB
Robert Mayer

Donald A. Buckingham, “B™ Bty

499th ARTY BN.
James W. Darling, “A” Bty

500th ARTY BN.

DIV ARTY
Dr. Aaron Baxter

Robert E. Gerstacker, Hq. Bty.

COMMAND CCA
Parker W. Gray, “Hgs" CCA

501st ARTY BN.

DIV TRS & SUPPORT
Walter Ferch

Raymond W. Schmidt, A Bty.

25TH TANK BN.
Donald I. Beamgard, “SVC” Co.

62nd INF. BN,
Howard A. Trammell, “C* Co.

19th INF. BN,

786th TK BN (Sep)
Earle Johnson

47TH TANK BN,
Jay N. McNaney

84th MED BN.
Pasquale “Pat” DeFusco

Jack R. DeWitt, A & C Cos.

125thENGRBN
Russell C. Barton

136th ORD BN.
“Pat” H.S. Dolan

DIV HQS
Constant L. Simonini

CCR
Menefee D. “Chuck” Blackwell

The Association is urgently in need
of volunteers as representatives for
the following units:
Tth Army Inf. Co. Prov.
395th QM Truck Co.
636th Tank Destroyer BN.
716th Tk Bn. (Separate)
514 CIC Det.
4380th M Truck Co.

Leroy E. Schum: WEM HEm of World War 11

Leroy F. Schum of Reading,
Pennsylvania, was too young for World
War I and too old for World War II, but
he served his country over and beyond
the call of duty, nevertheless. To thou-
sands of families across the United
States he was an authentic hero. He
attained that status with his shortwave
receiver,

Schum’s “war story” began in 1943.
Twisting the dial on his receiver, he
came upon a broadcast by Axis Sally,
the German woman whose propaganda
messages, delivered in a seductive
voice, were meant to undermine the
morale of Allied soldiers. Through the
crackling static, Schum discerned the
gist of the broadcast. Axis Sally was
reading names of American soldiers
taken prisoner by the Germans. She
thought she was flaunting German suc-
cesses and superiority. She actually was
being helpful.

Inspired and thinking quickly,
Schum grabbed a pen and wrote down
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as many names, hometowns, and serial
numbers as he could. Sometimes, he
was able to transcribe only segments of
the information being broadeast. But he
took what he had and sent penny post-
cards to the families, giving the news of
their sons.

Some of his cards carried incomplete
names and partial addresses. Some of
them came back. But according to
Leroy’s son, John, who often was pre-
sent when his father was listening and
recording, many more reached their
destination. John's wife, Josephine, in
an interview after Leroy Schum's death,
praised the Post Office for delivery of
the often half-addressed cards.

Josephine (“Jo”) knew whereof she
spoke. She had assisted Leroy from the
time the young man she was dating,
John Schum, left for the navy. When
John received orders for duty in the
South Pacific, the two became engaged
(they were married in 1946) and Jo
spent even more time helping her

Reprinted from Monitoring Times
by: Barbara Blossom

future father-in-law. Sometimes she
wrote down the information coming
over the air; sometimes she covered the
broadcasts herself. She became as com-
mitted to this labor of love as Leroy
was.

When working together, Leroy and
Jo recorded as much as they could while
Axis Sally rather gloatingly read the
names into the microphone. Their com-
bined efforts increased the efficiency
and accuracy of the project. By then,
Leroy was monitoring the programs
seven days a week, from early morning
until late at night. His listening started
at 7 am and often continued until 1 or 2
am,

In addition to monitoring the broad-
casts and mailing the cards, Leroy kept
records of his activities, logging and fil-
ing each response he received. They
came from every state in the Union. The
material was almost thrown out by mis-
take following his death in 1985 at age

(continued on page 22




Do you remember Haag, Germany.
That's where Andy Petriska (left) and
Carmen Mancuso were when this pic-
ture was snapped. They were members
of Service Company, 48th Tank
Battalion.

1 am sorry to have to notify the
men of A-48 and the association
hat we have lost Lloyd Wagner due
" to a heart operation, and Wilbur
Kramer from complications of a
lung operation and pneumonia.
Lloyd passed away in October, and
Wilbur in December of last year. On
behalf of A-48 and the association,
we offer the bereaved our condo-
lences.

In the Winter issue of the
Liberator 1995, under the SPECIAL
DONATIONS that were made in
memory of Edgar P. Woodard, 48th
TK. Co. A, from members of 48th
TK Co. A, I want to make a correc-
tion on this. It should read, from
members and friends of 48 TK. Co.
A, as there were others besides Co.
A that contributed.

I noticed that Mrs. Robert Arnold
was listed in TAPS. This is wrong,
it’s her husband that is deceased.
He is listed in the TAPS column of
the Spring issue of the 1993
Liberator.

Well, winter has arrived, time to
get out and start shoveling snow.
After the snow we can get out the
lawnmower and start cutting the

grass, and afterwards we can get
the old rake out and start in on the
leaves. It's a vicious circle that one
can’t win. My only hope is winning
the lottery, so wish me luck.

By the way, can you take a half
dollar and a nickel and make 55
cents, and one of them is not a nick-
el? The answer is a half dollar and a
nickel, the half dollar is not a nick-
el, is it? That’s a gotcha!

Over and out,
Jack Gunn, Unit Rep.

Looks as though George Davis of
Co. A 48th Tankers was all dressed
up, but did he have some place to go?

STRIKE UP THE
MUSIC

Strike up the music and call out the
bands,

The Benners are coming to
Colorado land.

Only once in a while will somebody
mention,

warm.

If you will recall, or find where it’s
written,

I learned to eat chow while wearing
my mittens.

I was never a tanker with a “Gung
Ho” appeal,

I preferred to be known as a cau-
tious schlemiel.

When the shooting was over, I made
up my mind,

To live once again on good food and
wine.

Military government beckoned to
me,

I transferred in minutes, about as
fast as a flea.

About a year later, after pleading
my case,

I decided it was time to return to
the states.

So a toast to our guns and icy cold
tanks,

They really deserve our undying
thanks.

Time has brought a few changes
you know,

My stomach is bigger and my hair
is like snow.

Retirement is here and my golf
game is poor,

But life has been good and never a
bore.

Perhaps in the future we will
attend more conventions,

As we tote up the dollars and smile
at our pensions.

If our health remains good and we
can still kick,

We just may attend the convention
in ‘96.

— Donald G. Benner
A-48

That Don and Mary
attended a conven-
tion.

If I remember, and I
think with glee,

The last we attended
was in ‘93.

The years have gone by
and memories dim,
But who can forget the

tanks we were in.

The walls were of steel
and icicles formed,

And no way in hell
could you ever get

You Should Know!

COLORADO SPRINGS
Sept. 12-Sept. 15, 1996|
Don Beamgard
SR
WIiLL HAVE
MANY SURPRIZES
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RESCUE MISSION - Drive under way to save Patton museum statue

Louisville Courier-Journal - by Cynthia Eagles, Staff Writer

(Editor’'s Note: The following article,
which appeared in the Louisville
Courier-Journal, is being reprinted in
the Liberator upon request, and should
be of interest to many of our readers.)
FORT KNOX, Ky. — Aside from his
ivory-handled
f revolvers, it is
the most popu-
lar item in the
museum bearing

S

his name.
“Doesn’t it
- look like his eyes

. are twinkling?”

asked Donald
Appler of Eliza-
bethtown. He
nodded toward
the life-size stat-
ue of Gen.
George S. Patton
Jr., riding crop
in his right
hand, command-
ing attention at
- Fort Knox's Pat-
. ton Museum of
Cavalry and

Perhaps the eyes do twmkie at least
to other Patton enthusiasts who flock
300,000 strong each year to the muse-

um. But if Appler, a retired Army
colonel, and other Patton fans don't
move quickly, the statue may leave the
museum.

The man who loaned the statue to
the museum indefinitely, Robert N,
Anderson of Ryeback, N.Y., has had an
offer from a foreign buyer to buy both
the statue and a painting of Patton by
the same artist — after seeing both on
display at the museum.

Anderson told the museum about the
prospective buyer and offered it a
chance to purchase the items first. But
his price for the statue and painting is
$150,000 — money the museum doesn’t
have.

While the Army supports the muse-
um with some funding, private funds
paid for construction and private funds
must also pay for special projects.

So a drive is under way to raise the
money as soon as possible. Anderson
has asked for at least $50,000 by year’s
end.

George Psihas, a Patton fan from
Michigan, is heading the drive, which
has raised $29,000 in cash and pledges
so far, most of it from Psihas, Patton's
relatives and Mrs. Shallenberger Brown
of Louisville. But the fund drive has
been endorsed by several retired senior
Army officials, including the former

Army Chief of Staff, Gen. Gordon R.
Sullivan, and Patton’s son, retired Maj.
Gen. George S. Patton.

Sullivan gquoted Patton in urging
fund-raisers to “use steamroller strate-
gy.” So they added this to their news
release: “That this remarkable and
unique statue of General Patton, truly a
national treasure, might leave the
Patton Museum is a possibility no patri-
otic American should accept.”

Almost the entire statue is carved
from a solid block of basswood. The
exceptions are Patton'’s helmet,
revolver, holster, shells and riding crop.
Rhode Island artist Armand
LaMontagne completed it in 1983, after
studying records of Patton’s 1945 physi-
cal at what is now Walter Reed Army
Medical Center. LaMontagne, who has
since switched to baseball heroes, has
statues of Ted Williams and Babe Ruth
in the Baseball Hall of Fame.

To contribute to keep the statue at
the museum, send checks to: Save the
Patton Statue Fund, P.O. Box 25, Fort
Knox, KY 40121.

And if you're wondering whether
Patton’s ivory-handled revolvers are
also a loan, the answer is yes, from
members of the Patton family.

HOMEFRONT HERO

(continued from page 20)

82, but the boxes of letters, cards of
thanks, and some of the records fortu-
nately were rescued from the trash pile
at the last minute.

The Schum family believes that
another ledger containing his complete
records probably exists but hasn’t yet
been found. A 1945 story in the local
paper about Mr. Schum’s mission on the
home front mentions such a book. When
asked how he can be certain, since his
father's complete log is missing, that
more than 3000 cards had been sent,
John Schum’s answer comes quickly. “I
have a carton full of letters from grate-
ful families thanking him.”

John Schum described the cards.
Some were handwritten, others typed.
They came from all over. The senders
were from all walks of life, the messages
often simple. and always poignant. A
typical response came from a William
M. Watts of Drexel Hill, PA: “How can
we thank you enough... We deeply
appreciate it and the relief it brought to
our anxious minds. Yours is surely a
blessed service - to bring relief and
encouragement to waiting parents.”

All of the cards were in a similar
vein: “Your eard... really brought com-

fort to me and my entire family. May
God bless you for your kindness.”
(Steelton)

“l was more fortunate than most
mothers. My son was missing only three
months, but each hour of that uncer-
tainty was endless waiting... It was
very kind of you... to ease our minds.”
(Harrisburg)

When a POW’s address was in or
near Reading, Schum sometimes made
a phone call to relay the news, “It's the
biggest kick I get,” he said at the time,
referring to the local names. “I've had
15 from this county and some from adja-
cent counties. Sometimes they (the fam-
ilies) don't want to believe me.”

A high point was the time he heard
two Ernests mentioned, but he caught
neither last name. He had a
Philadelphia cousin named Ernest
Fisher who was missing in action.
Could it be?? He reported the possibility
to his aunt. A few days later she called
saying someone else had deciphered the
whole name and sent her a card. It was,
indeed, his cousin Ernest.

For a time, Leroy Schum assumed
his project was unique. But a letter
from an Ohio woman, in addition to
thanking him for his card, reported that
she had received 15 such notices from

other shortwave enthusiasts around the
country. Sometime later, with Leroy's
help, she formed the Short Wave
Amateur Monitor Club, which grew to
46 members. The members refused com-
pensation for their efforts but did accept
stamps to help with the mailings.
According to Leroy’s son, when money
was sent, his father sent it back imme-
diately if a return address was included.

Alicia Bruckhart, Leroy's great
granddaughter, is responsible for reviv-
ing memories of Leroy Schum’s wartime
“service.” A few years ago, given an
assignment in school to write about a
family legend, she “interviewed” her
family for a possible topic. The almost-
forgotten endeavors of Leroy Schum
were then fondly remembered. Alicia
had her story - one she’s not likely to
forget. Someday she’ll probably pass it
on to her own children. It's a heritage
she can be proud of.

Axis Sally never realized what a ser-
vice she was performing for her coun-
try's enemy, Near war’s end, broadcasts
were sporadic. Berlin was being
bombed. Soon after, the broadcasts
stopped entirely. The boys would soor
be coming home.
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SCHOLARSHIP TIME YOUR CHANCE MAIL PROMPTL

14th ARMORED DIVISION ASSOCIATION, INC.
Application for College, Technical or Vocational Training Scholarship

HISTORY
of the

- iy

Name

14th

{Last) {First) idde) (Aga) [Sex)

Address

ARMORED

(Street) (City) (State) (Zip)

Scholarship requested for entrance to

DIVISION

{Mame of Institution)

Father's Name (Occupation)

Reprint available

OR
Mother's Name

GRANDFATHER'S NAME

Our history book of 1945
has been reprinted in hard

Father or Grandfather should have been a member of the 14th Armored Association.
Battalion & Co.

cover (similar to the original

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Fill out form using typewriter or print in ink.

2. Accompany Application with the following:

a. Brief autobiography including reasons for applying for scholarship, and activities
in and out of school.

b. Two (2) letters of recommendation (Counselor or non-relatives)

c. Enclose transcript of credits from High School or G.E.D.

d. List pastand present employments, including name of superior.

Applications must be submitted by May 15th each year.

The Committee to award one or more scholarships.

The Committee to keep all information confidential.

Results will be announced at Reunion of the 14th Armored Division Assn.

All applications to be mailed to: FRED SHATTUCK

._-_____-__________._-____-_-______-__..-____.,--___-___-
NO O A

= 8. You may re-apply in subsequent years. Applications are not carried over from year to year.

No decision is made until May 15. The decision of the judges is final.

L e e e e s - - - -

embossed hard cover) and is
available from:

Turner Publications
P.O. Box 3101,
Paducah, KY 42002-3101.

Cost is $49.95 plus $5.00
shipping - first copy. Addi-
tional copies shipping $3.50
each, same order, same
address. U.S.A.

ORDER BY PHONE
1-800-788-3350
Use Visa or Mastercard

- 'WE DO NOT SEND DUES NOTICES - CHECK YOUR
MAILING LABEL TO SEE IF YOUR DUES ARE DUE
If each of you would sign up a new member,
our membership goal would be met for 1996.

PLEASE DO NOT Send Money for Dues to the National Secretary

-

Membership Renewal Notice
MAIL TO: Andrew D. Tierno, National Treasurer

[l Enclosed ANNUAL DUES $5.00
Payable for Membership June 30, 1995 to June 30, 1996

[J Enclosed is $5.00. { Son

Please enroll my Daughter '
Grandchild E
New Member Renewal Bn. Co. i
NAME i
ADDRESS
GITY
STATE ZIP

LIFE MEMBERSHIP $50.00 PLEASE Do Not Send Money For Dues
To the National Secretary

PLEASE help us eliminate any unnecessary
confusion and possible delays by advising us
promptly of any change in your mailing address.

NAME

STREET & NO.

CITY

STATE ZIP

Send to National Secretary, Ralph Jackson
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14th AD CHAPTER ORGANIZERS, UP COMING REUNIONS COMING
SOUTH EASTERN STATES CHAPTER NATIONAL
A. EARLE SCHLEGEL, Treasurer REUNIONS
2137 Glen Gardner Drive 1997
JANUARY, 1997 OMAHA, NE
B-19th INF Sept. 17-Sept. 21, 1997

SOUTH WESTERN STATES CHAPTER

HAROLD L. KACHEL, Organizer  HOLIDAY INN HOTEL

Bullhead City, AZ
APRIL 16, 17 & 18, 1996

HQ BTY 500th AFA

MID-WEST STATES CHAPTER
FRED ]. PIEPER, Organizer DAYS INN =

i

e

."Neil Webster

LaCrosse, W1 54601 1998
APRIL 25-28, 1996 FT. SMITH, AR
Tel: 1-800-325-2525 (Nat'l Toll Free) Sept. 16-20, 1998
HQ 48th TANK (608) 785-0420 g
3 - 16cn

NORTH EASTERN STATES CHAPTER

A.D. THOMPSON, President DAYS INN
Liverpool, NY
MAY 16, 17 & 18, 1996

1995 MEMBERSHIP - 1410 Claude McAllister

14th ARMORED DIVISION ASSN., INC.
RALPH JACKSON, NATIONAL SECRETARY

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

- ADDRESS LABELFOR
___ EXPIRATIONDATE
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