


FROM THE LADIES
AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

Averil Knapp
Dear Friends,

Howard and I have been able to
attend two chapter reunions this year,
La Crosse and Jacksonville. We enjoyed
them both and hope to attend as many
as possible next year.

The plans for Colorado Springs look
exciting and we look forward to Sept.
12. Don and June Beamgard have put a
great deal of effort into their planning
and, for us, it will be the first time we
have visited Colorado.

We plan to keep the Hospitality
Room open as much as possible. We
understand the room is nice and large.
They appear to be very accommodating
at this hotel. We may bring in all the
snacks we wish as long as they are con-
sumed there.

Don has chosen the Florence
Veterans Nursing Home for our dona-
tion which will be the result of our raf-
fle. Fifty-six percent of their veterans
are wheelchair-bound. They urgently
need many things so please remember
that as you work on your raffle contri-
bution.

See you in Colorado Springs!

Sincerely,

Averil Knapp

National Auxiliary President
Mail your dues in with the coupon
below to our present treasurer:

MARGE WOOLARD

Honorary National President
MA]JOR GEN. A.C. SMITH, USA-Deceased

Honorary National President
LT. COL. ANDREW W. WINIARCZYK, USA-RET
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want to ask each of you to bring some
snacks and finger foods, Seems we
always eat everything we have so
bring more, more, more. We are ask-
ing for free beverages and have made
arrangements for the hotel to serve
coffee. We promised the hotel that the
snacks and beverages would be con-
sumed in the hospitality room and not
taken from it. Please observe this rule
with us.

Averil has been in touch with a sol-
diers’ home in Florence, Colorado that
needs some help and I believe our
donation this year will go to them sc
support the raffle when you ar.
asked to buy tickets.

WHAT A GREAT CONVENTION!!!




CONVENTION INFORMATION
(continued from page 1)
We will have a large board with

the sheets of paper representing the
tables on them, designated by units
and numbered. They will be located
similarly to where the tables will be
located in the banquet room. You
must sign up for the table you want
to sit at. Please fill each table up, do
not leave any vacant places. Please
note that there will be no head table
for the banquet. We will have a
podium for the business meeting
and the program. Everyone must
sign up where they want to sit.
June and I will sign up with the
25th Tank and sit with them as will
my family. The table registration
board will be moved to the entrance
to the banquet hall so the table
locations can be checked as you go
in. We open the doors to the ban-
quet room an hour early so you can
find your place. Portable bars will
be available in the banquet room so
if you wish to purchase a beverage,
it will be available. The tables will
be plainly marked so please sit at
your designated table.

14th Armored PX to be open

extended hours.
A. Earle Schlegel will be in

charge of our PX. He’s done it before
and we asked him to help us again
this year and he said yes. We will
have caps, three or four different
shirts, several patches, bolo ties,
letter openers, belts, t-shirts, golf
shirts, bumper stickers and more.
We don’t have a large number of
some of the items. We want to sell
out so we can get fresh stock next
year. We hope to have this open in
the hospitality room all day, every
day so check it out early for a good
choice. What other items would you
like to have? We have time to get
them.

What “YOU” can do to make this
a great convention.

1. We are trying to make up a
booklet of stories and experiences
our members like to remember from
their time in the service. Write
yours up and send it and we will
share it. It can be something funny,

something sad, something touching,
anything interesting; it can be a
poem, a Bible quotation. We have
several but we need 25 more. Send
to Don Beamgard,

2. Bring souvenirs, mementos,
pictures, weapons, equipment,
flags, anything we can display on
table in the hospitality area to look
at, to talk about.

3. We are going to feature cou-
ples who have been married 50
years. Bring before and after pho-
tos. June and I are having our 50th
this year and we are serving coffee,
punch, and cookies on Friday
evening honoring this. No program,
but might have a '50’s DJ and
music. We hope to have a ‘mike’ and
will introduce all golden anniver-
sary couples.

4. Do you want a professional
photographer? We have one that
wants to come if there are enough
groups that want their pictures
taken. Phone me on this. Don
Beamgard, . If I do not
hear support, we probably will not
have one. It is difficult getting
groups together even with posted
times of pictures, and I do not want
to hassle it if we do not want it.

5. We are going to have all of us
sit with our units during the ban-
quet and then go to the speakers
table for the business meeting and
the program, so be sure to sign up
for banquet seating with your unit
or whoever you want to sit with.

6. What suggestions do you have
for a good meeting? Let me know,
NOW! Don Beamgard,

The Early Bird Bar-B-Que,
Western Show and the Flying
“W” Ranch on Thursday
evening, Sept. 12th.

Let’s all get together for the
EARLY BIRD at the Flying “W”
Ranch. You will all be officially
greeted to our 14th Armored
Reunion, we will give out the golf
awards, sing some old songs, tell
some old stories, eat some bar-b-que
beef, listen to a good real western
show with the famous Flying “W”

wranglers and visit the authentic
western town.

Wear a jacket, western clothes if
you have them, and come visit with
your Army buddies. We expect over
300 for this so YOU come too. You
will like the mountain setting of
this ranch.

Air Academy and Garden of the
Gods will be visited on
Thursday afternoon, Sept. 12,
early tour.

I know a lot of you won’t be in
Colorado Springs early enough
Thursday for this and that you will
be having trouble getting into your
rooms at the Sheraton but to those
of you who can go on this, it will be
great. Just leave your bags at the
luggage check in room at the hotel,
go to the bathroom and jump on
this bus for the AIR ACADEMY.
You are on vacation, ENJOY!

We have been promised ride-
along cadet guides for each bus and
we will visit the Cadet Chapel, the
Field House, the Arnold Overlook,
the Stadium and the B-52 Display
area. It is only about a 15 minute
ride to the Academy and we will
end up at the Visitor’'s Center and
Field House. It will make you proud
of our young men and women to see
them in their everyday training.
Not much walking on this tour but
a lot to see.

On the way back to the hotel, we
will drive through the Garden of
The Gods and visit its new visitors’
center completed this year. There is
food here and a special 12 minute
show on the history of the garden. I
do not know the cost of the food but
the little show costs $1.50. Plan on
that.

Shopping - Sat., Sept. 14 - 12:30

Just checked with the CITADEL
shopping center in Colorado Springs
this morning and they are ready for
us. The Citadel is furnishing bus
transportation and a gathering
room with light refreshments free of
charge to any and all 14th Armored
people. There are over 170 specialty
retailers under one roof including
J.C. Penney, Foley’s, Dillard’s, and
Mervyn’s. Be sure to put this free

(continued on page 4)

SUMMER 1996 - PAGE 3




CONVENTION INFORMATION
(continued from page 3)

shopping time on your list of things
to do. A nice way to spend Saturday
afternoon together and you will be
back in plenty of time for the ban-
quet.

Beauty and Culture at the Colorado
Springs Fine Arts Center and the
Olympic Headquarters.

Our Friday, Sept. 13th tour with-
in Colorado Springs will take us to
the Colorado Springs Fine Art
Center with its world-class collec-
tion of Native American and
Hispanic art treasures as well as
the 19th and 20th century Western
American art. There will be time for
lunch on your own as you relax and
view the beautiful view of Pikes
Peak at the Balcony Restaurant,

and you can visit the complete
Museum Shop. Our bus will then
take us to the U.S. Olympic
Complex for a one hour tour where
we will see the training facility and
headquarters. An enjoyable, easy
afternoon. You will be glad you
went on this.

Cripple Creek is GO on Friday,
Sept. 13.

Lots of interest in the Cripple
Creek trip on Fri., Sept. 13th -
phone calls, letters. I asked Dr.
Mark E, Manship of Salem, IN, to
tell us about the 9494-ft. altitude at
Cripple Creek. He researched it and
told me that we normally should not
have trouble if we do not overexert.
Just take it easy, enjoy the scenery,
the trolly ride, the museum, the

narrow track railroad, the old gold
mine and the many shops and old
hotels and casinos to visit. The
beautiful one-hour drive to Cripple
Creek past Pikes Peak and through
the beautiful Rocky Mountains is a
vacation in itself.

The GOLD RUSH HOTEL AND
CASINO is furnishing us with a
lunch voucher — I believe they have
three cafes — transportation and a
$20 value bonus gaming package.
The agreement is that we will stay
four hours in Cripple Creek, ride
the same bus up and back. The bet-
ting limit is $5 per play in Cripple
Creek but you do not have to take
part in any of the games.

The fall temperature is cool so
bring along a coat of some kind, a
little money and enjoy.

= THE

1S CHAPLAIN'S
A\ COMMENTS
\"w“ \_':

Y

This issue we are delighted to have
an article written by Clifford Hansford
(C-68). Cliff became a Baptist Minister
following WWII and presently lives in
Somerset, KY where he keeps active in
Churches and as a Chaplain for
Veteran organizations, although
“retired.”

Cliff and his wife, Geneva, are plan-
ning to make the Colorado reunion this
year. We look forward to seeing them
again and “thanks” for the article, Cliff!

Bill Froeschner, Nat'l Chaplain

I was asked by Chaplain Froeschner
to write an article for this edition of the
LIBERATOR. All of us who served with
the 14th have a heartfelt appreciation
for those with whom we served in
WWIL.

I remember well the Maritime Alps,
the cold crisp mountain air, the snow,
the valleys and the first taste of war
that our unit had experienced since
landing at Marseilles, France. Then
came the long train ride on the railroad
flat cars from southern France to the
Alsatian Plains.

I shall never forget Ober-Otterback.
I have read about other men experienc-
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ing having their foxholes enlarged by
incoming mortar or artillery.

I had that same experience at Ober-
Otterback. We were dug in on a hill at
the end of the first day of battle there. I
did not understand why, but I felt that I
just had to get out of that foxhole!

»

Calling to my buddy, Thomas “Mac
McKee, 1 asked him if there was room
for two in his foxhole. He answered
back, “Cliff, come on and we’ll make
room for two.” I had no sooner got into
his foxhole when a large round came in,
throwing dirt all over us. Mac stuck his
head out and said, “look at your fox-
hole!” It had been greatly enlarged.

It was that same day that shrapnel
from a tree burst made a big crease in
my steel pot and a mortar round had
blown off a part of my boot heel. I was
so fortunate to get through that day
without being killed or seriously wound-
ed. I'm sure every individual that has
been in combat has had similar experi-
ences, but usually not all in the same
day with no blood shed. We took quite a
beating in those five days and were so
happy to be relieved by units of the
79th Division just before Christmas.

In 1953, I was back in France with
the military and had the privilege of
returning to some of our WWII battle
grounds. One place in particular [ had
a special interest in was Rittershoffen.
I'm sure none of us that were there
will ever forget it. We were ordered to
try and help stop a major German
offensive, which was a portion of what

later was called the “Battle of the

Bulge.” I was not a Christian at that

time, but I do remember going to a

church service held by our chaplain

the day before we went into

Rittershoffen. It was so cold! With

snow and the ground frozen solid, it
was slow digging a foxhole. It was in a
foxhole outside of Rittershoffen that I
spent my 20th birthday. I very seri-
ously wondered if I would ever see my
21st as we were having it hard.

It was in this battle at Rittershoffen
that our Platoon was taking heavy fire,
We were out in a field where a tank bat-
tle was raging. My platoon leader, Lt.
Divine, was wounded along with many
others, I helped him back to the aid sta-
tion, although I was not a medic. He
asked me and another man who was
driving a jeep to go back in and get Sgt.
Garland G. Hamrick, who lay seriously
wounded. When we got to him, we
found him still alive. An 88 shell had
hit at his feet, practically taking off one
leg and badly mangling the other one.
We picked him up and laid him in the
back of the jeep. I did not think any of
us would get out alive. I ran along side
of the jeep holding Sgt. Hamirick’s legs
until T thought I could run no farther.
Somehow, we made it back to friendly
lines. I never saw Sgt. Hamrick until 41
years later. Somehow, he got my
address and came to see me. He lost one
leg and stayed in the hospital 18
months. He resided in his hometown
after the war, where they named a

{continued on page 5)
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Note that Exit 138 from Interstate 25 has been circled. The convention hotel is on this intersection.
Arriving on Interstate 25, use this exit to reach hotel. Arriving on US 24 from east, turn south on South
Circle Drive and go to Interstate 25 junction. South Circle Drive changes to Lake Avenue at Interstate
25. The Sheraton Hotel is on the northeast corner of Interstate 25 and South Circle Drive junction.
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NEW MEMBERS % % % % % % % % % % %

Albert,** Robert 94 Cav F Trp

Albert,™* Tracey 94 Cav F Trp i
Albert,** Amy Sarah 94 Cav F Trp '
Albert,** Loah Michelle 94 Cav F Trp '
Gerard,** Ben 94 Cav F Trp

Gerard,** Zachory 94 Cav F Trp

Davis, Emanuel 19Inf C Co

Silver, Morris 499 Arty Hq Bty

Beary,"" Ann 62 Inf Med Det

Phillips,** Theadore E. Hq Co

Bothel, John 68 Inf B Co

Scharmach, Roman 25 Tank C Co

Stella, Robert P. 499 Arty C Bty

Wright, R. Dean 499 Arty B Co

Magallanes,** Richard 19 Inf A Co

Smith, Edward F. 499 Arty C Bty

Perlinger, Paul ]. 499 Arty Serv Bty

Reuler,™* Robert L. CMD Div Hg

Froeschner,”” Susan 94 Cav A Trp

Froeschner,”* Robert 94 Cav A Trp

Wellsworth, James 499 Arty A Co

Hosansky, Norman 94 Cav A Trp

Hamilton, Douglas K. 25 Tank C Co

Jaulus, Albert CMD 154 Sig Co

Atwood,"* Etta Joe CCA Hg

* Wife of Member **Son or Daughter of Member

NEW LIFE MEMBERS % % % % % % % % % % %

John Bothel 68 Inf B Co Judge Henry Valentine 19 Inf B Co
Nelson Dearmont 84Med CCo John Turner 62 Inf Hg Co
Paul J. Perlinger 499 Arty  Serv Bty Matt M. Sitnik 62 nf ACo
Albert Cortines 25Tank BCo Norman Hosansky  94Cav =~ A Trp

%k Kk ok Sk ke k% ok %k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

SHE ALSO SERVED......

In a way, this is a tribute to all those faithful wives of the 14th Armored
Division Liberators, for they, too, served their nation in ways untold. And
“Pinkie” England, wife of COL George W. England, Jr. was certainly a most
outstanding example. We all remember
Pinkie from the many reunions she and
George attended. A most gracious lady, yet
down to earth with time to talk to you.

How could she remember all the names so
well? But a year in between reunions seemed
like yesterday when friendships were annual-
ly renewed. Pinkie was a “First Lady” in
many ways from the days of WW II down
through the reunion in 1992 when she was
the National President’s “First Lady” and on
through. We will all miss Pinkie and all those
& f g faithful others who have traveled on to that

“PINKIE” ENGLAND Greatest Reunion.

Bill Froeschner
National Chaplain

PAGE 6 -SUMMER 1996

o
X

TAPS

-

RE

Cecil Loomis - 94 Cav B Trp
Jack Landress - CMD CCA Hq
Ferdinand Derk - Support Trains
Gabrielle B. Fox - 136 Ord C Co |
(wife of Jack)
Hazel Johnson -125 Engr Hq Co
(wife of Art)
Thomas V. Blackburn -25 Tank B Co
Marvin Koontz - 25 Tank C Co
Guy Pederzani -19 Inf Hq Co
Howard Bier -19 Inf A Co
Richard Creel -19 Inf A Co
George Dyson - 19 Inf A Co
Orlo Bowman - 19 Inf C Co
Wilbur Corbett - 19 Inf A Co
Walter Konieczny - 125 Engr Hq Co
Albert Powell - 125 Engr A Co
Glen W. Daggett - 125 Engr A Co
Stanley Perrine - 125 Engr C Co
Edward J. Muha - 84 Med B Co
Joseph J. Barba - 84 Med A Co
Joseph Niegsch - 84 Med A Co
Fred L. Briley - 84 Med Hq Co
Anthony F. Bumblis - 84 Med C Co
Edward T. Hoenig - 84 Med C Co
Ira §. Collard - 500 Arty Hq Bty )
Delmer C. Walter - 62 Inf B Co
Doug Wogan - 136 Ord B Co
Kate Bacon - 125 Engr Hq Co
(wife of Harold)
Pinkie England - 94 Cav Hq Trp
(wife of George)
George Lightfoot - 499 Arty Serv Bty
Anita Kraker - 94 Cav A Trp
(wife of John)
Dr. Lloyd Sexton -25 Tank Hq Co
Merton C. Finger - 68 Inf Hq Co
Jim Mitchell - 68 Inf Serv Co
Vernon Brown - 68 Inf B Co
Roy F. Kiser - 501 Arty A Bty
Joe A. Chancellor - CMD CCA Hq
Donald Baughman - 62 Inf A Co
Charles Glutting - 62 Inf C Co
Edward Alexander - 62 Inf B Co
Joseph Militello - 25 Tank Hq Co
Joseph Edwards - 48 Tank
Lloyd H. Thrush - 48 Tank D Co
LaVerne E. Schoenrock - 47 Tank D Co
(wife of Robert)
Betty Hanke - 48 Tank A Co
(wife of Dale)
Ruth C. Kolb - 25 Tank Serv Co
(wife of Albert)
Clarence Broom - 19 Inf Serv Co
Edwin R. Juusela - 62 Inf A Co
Joseph P. Casey - 499 Arty Bty A




ODONATIONS

“Late From the 48th”

?:;ﬁlﬁ(niﬁ);g %ﬁﬁéﬁ;ler Thank God the snow and ice are  technicians, pilots, etc.,, who wanted
el Kana Albert Kolb gone, and spring has sprung, but now  to surrender. The surrender took
stan Mill Frank J with the spring rains come the floods.  place near a church in Krailburg, and
JURD Mer St Boats have been picking up people  the mediator was a priest or a minis-
Lloyd Perry Walter Rhodes who wanted to be evacuated. A boat  ter of the local church. The German
Bill Froeschner James Fraser,DDS  came up to a fellow sitting on his ~ Wing Commander would not allow his
Lawrence Lakey Althea Walsdorf front porch and asked him if he want-  Officers and NCO’s to turn over their
Ralph Cly George Campbell ed to leave? He said yep, as soon as  sidearms, not until the entire group
William Fleming Walter Vincent andpa is ready. While waiting, the = was escorted to a prisoner of war com-
Michael Messich Joseph Todarello oat man noticed a hat floating by,  pound. Jim Kuszmaul recalls that the
Russell Barton Richard Reuler the hat stopped and floated back surrender took place in a tavern, and
Verlyn Hofer Lastar Fellner upstream, them floated back, then u that there were two light tanks from
Thomas A. Boyd 1ic Plow again. He asked the man if he notice D-48 present. Incidentally, it was
George Cullen Ogden Jones Jr. it? He said, oh yes, that’s grandpa, he  reported that this was the only com-
Jack DeWitt David Groves said come hell or high water he was plete wing of jet propelled planes in
Hewand Kra Yoho P Teaser going to mow the lawn today. the German Luftwaffe, or in the
. PP ey Since the last issue of the world.
Vincent Ippolito Fred Crispin Liberator we have lost two nice Bill says his question is this: Since
Morris Wax Chester Klindt ladies. Reby Ory, the wife of Joel P.  there were other 48th personnel
Douglas Rodgers A.Earle Schlegel Ory, former C.O. of A-48, and Betty  involved besides his tank, do any of
Edward Faytak Joe Fitts Hanke, the wife of Dale Hanke. We  the others remember this incident? If
Robert Kamm Darrell Todd also lost Wilbur Kramer, Lloyd so, maybe they can enlighten Bill as
A. L. Bennett Donald C. Wagner, and Gene Cornell. To the  to what else happened at that time.
Elton C. Ross Alexander families, we of A-48 and the Jack Gunn,
Elwood Nixon Joseph Timkovich Association offer our condolences. 48 Unit Rep.
Robert W. Taylor Jr  Harley Ranson ATTENTION! President Don P.S. Want to make some money?
George P. Davis Charles Beamgard is making up a booklet of  Buy 50 female pigs, and 50 male deer,
Jahyi Snidar Rauschenberg interesting experiences of members of  and you will have a hundred sows and
Miles Throck- 7 AT the 14th. It can be funny, serious, or bucks.
r?]' ki &t anything you have. I am sure we have
morton, Sr. Art Placzkiewicz many interesting stories we could tell,

James Fraser, DDS ~ Wm. Schillo so what say we give Don a hand on

- ‘Wm. Breer Mary K. Roesser this.

{ ernon Johnson Steve Gavurnick I recently received a letter from

““Wilbur Schulz Howard Genrich Bill Frigge of D-48. He enclosed a
Connie Rowell August Ebersold copy of a page from the 48th battalion
Steve Crno Jack Burk book (“We Came To Fight”) which is

SPECIAL DONATIONS

SPECIAL DONATION in Memory of

Ruth Kolb from her husband,
Albert Kolb, 25TK Ser Co

Lee Plew - 500th AFA Hq Bty
Ogden Jones, Jr. - 94 Cav E Trp
John F. Turner - 62nd Hq Co
Donald C. Alexander - 500th
Lawrence Lakey - 62nd A Co
Thomas Boyd - 19th AIB Co
Morris Wax - 25Tk Hq Co

Elton C. Ross - 48 Tk D Co

of a special interest to him because he
and other members of the tank crew
had a part in it.

Bill was a member of a light tank
crew consisting of Jim Kuszmaul, his
tank commander; Hank Klinkner,
and Paul Hostetter of D-48. Bill says
as he remembers it there was a com-
plete wing of jet propelled planes and
the entire personnel consisting of

oo

Just where and when this photo was
snapped is not known, but those pictured
were members of A-48th Tankers. Front and
center is Walter Skowron, while behind him,
left to right, are Jim Owens, Gene Comnell,
Seymour Handelman and Irv Aughe.

In Memory of Freddie Faytak from
her beloved husband Edward
Faytak - 62nd C Co.

%k ok ke ok ke ke ke ok ok ok ok ok

This picture was taken in New York City in August of 1944 just before the 14th Armored
shipped out for overseas. Shown in the photo are Andy Petriska, Carmen Mancusco and Ralph
“Doc” Shannon of Service Company of the 48th Tankers.
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25th TANKERS

ATTENTION

Hey Tankers! Hope you have sent
your reservations for the Colorado
Springs Convention. It is going to be
good and I am depending on the 25th
men to help me on this. Got a lot of
little jobs - moving props, pasting pro-
grams, tagging the registration tags,
helping with the memorial service.

I have some special green caps
marked with a tank and with the
25th name to give you as you check
in. George Komadina has a son, who
lives in Colorado Springs and who
helped with the events and I hope he
can help at the convention, he knows
his way around and I need help on
that. Alphonso Talavera renewed his
dues and I am going to try to get him
and his wife, Olga, to the convention.
WOJG Beatty says he will be there
for the first time in a long time. He
wants to help Lou Probst out as he
did overseas. Alva Hellar had a knee
operation but I am urging his son Don
to bring him. Capt. Wax and WOJG
Strauss will not be able to attend. It
is my fault and I feel very badly about
it. I scheduled the convention on one
of their religion’s most holy days. I
hope they know I did it in ignorance
and I am sorry. I just had a drawing
for seating at the banquet and the
25th Tank will sit up close to the
speaker’ podium, so plan to attend.
Have a story you want to tell? Write
it up and we will print in our pro-
gram. We are interested in these.

Faithfully,

Don Beamgard
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Russell Barton sends us this picture of a group of 14th Armored Association mem-

bers who met in Weslaca, Texas on March 7. Perhaps some of you will recognize your-

self in the photo.

News from the 125 Eng Bn.

On March 7, 1996, seven 14th
Armored Div. buddies met for a short
but happy reunion in Weslaco, Texas,
along with their wives.

They were:

Bob and Sally Shelly of Edinburg,
Texas, “their winter home.” Bob is
from the 125th Engs.

Bob and Jeanne Bidgood, 48th
Service Co.,

Adolf and Florence Kotschi, 47th
Tank,

Merv and Margaret Holstad, 48th
Tank,

George and Dodie Henning, 500th
AFA,

Russ & Edith Barton, 125th Eng.

Bob and Barb Ertl, 47th Tank,

We all had a good visit and meal at
the “Bonanza.” Most of us plan on
attending the Midwest reunion at La
Crosse, WI, and the national reunion
at Colorado Springs.

It is on a very sad note that we
heard of the death of Hazel Johnson.
She will be sadly missed by all of us

that knew her. Hazel was the wife of
Art Johnson of the 125th Engs. Art
was my lst Sgt. Our heartfelt sympa-
thy goes out to Art and his family at,
this time of sorrow. We will keep him~
in our prayers and ask that God will
bless him.

Information from George Morgan:
George is selling his lovely home in
Florida and moving back to an east-
ern state.

I have contacted, “or tried to con-
tact,” all inactive members of the
125th Engs, there were 21 in all. I
have received news of that four have
passed away, two unable to locate,
one in a nursing home. I have not
heard from the others that I wrote to.
If any of you know of any other 125ers
that are inactive or for some reason
have not paid their dues, please send
me or Andy the information so that
our roster can be kept up to date.
Thank you.

Unit Rep. 125th Eng
Russell C. Barton




VISITING DACHAU WAS
UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE

This photo of the (re;naton'um at Dachau was taken on May 26, 1996 by Rowland
Lambdin during the visit there by the 14th Armored Division Association tour group.

I'm Andy Lambdin and would like
to say a few things about the concen-
~tration camp which was located in
Jachau, Germany.

The camp was liberated on April
29, 1945, the same day we of the 14th
Armored freed Moosburg P.O.W,
camp.

Now here is a brief history of
Dachau. The camp was the first con-
centration camp to be constructed
(1933) according to what I have

learned. At the height of its existence,

two train loads of people were arriv-
ing daily at Dachau with 140 people
per train. These people were from
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and else-
whers. During this time in 1933 until
the liberation of Dachau, historians
say 700,000 inhabitants were moved
in and out of Dachau. It has been esti-
mated that over 250,000 were put to
death there.

And now about the crematorium
itself. Facing the building there were
four furnaces in the room to the right
which are in excellent condition. The
smoke stack is very visible.

From right to left, the next room,
approximately 25' x 40', seemed to be
where they were told to undress, so
they could take a bath, all together,
men, women, and perhaps children.
The bath never came.

The next room was the gas cham-
ber, perhaps 30'x40', I believe. My son
and I went into the crematorium and
filmed what I have described abhove.

The furnaces were behind a very
heavy chain, I crossed the chain so I
could get a better video taping of the
furnaces. The caretaker or man in
charge came in and bellowed that we
were not supposed to be on that side
of the chain. I had already done the
taping.

] talked with him briefly. His
English was understandable. He said
he was a prisoner there for three
years and told me the date the camp
was liberated. He asked me where I
was from, knowing we were
Americans. I told him I was from
Kentucky. He repeated “Kentuckee.”
Yeah, I said, “Kentuckee.”

After a brief conversation I started
toward the next room. He was still
trying to talk to me but we had to
rush for what we were trying to do. I
asked my son later if the man was
upset with us but Rowland said the
man just wanted to talk more with
us.

The gentleman did follow us out of
the crematorium and that’s where we
got a picture of him and the cremato-
rium (left front).

I have this on film and if I get to

Colorado Springs I will bring the film
if it be so desired.

I'm proud to be a “Liberator” of the
14th Armored. Spell Kentucky any
way you wish. Fine with me.

Andy Lambdin,
25th Tankers

GOOD ATTENDANCE
AT LA CROSSE
GATHERING

Following is a list of all those who
attended the Reunion at LaCrosse,
Wisconsin. As usual, a good time was
had by all.

94th Recon - Bill & Lucille Sell

125th Eng. - Edith & Russ Barton.

Div. Hgs. - Pearl & Steve Kovacik,
Loretta & Toy Sivola.

136 Ord. - Virginia & Bob Titler,
Darlene & Elmuth Martalock.

500th F.A. - Pat and Jim Dooley,
Dodie & George Henning.

62nd AIB - Alfred Schultz, Lu &
Vern Johnson, Jo & Al Carlson.

501st FA - Mr. & Mrs. Henry
McWeeney, John Sweney, Marion &
Perry Graver.

19th AIB - Twilah & Charles
DeBoer, Ardys & Herb Forsman, Jack
R. DeWitt.

48th Tank Bn. - Helen & Fred
Pieper, Mary & Henry Klinkner,
George E. Zack, Averil & Howard
Knapp, Lyn & Ralph Jackson, Marge
& Elton Ross, Jeanne & Bob Bidgood,
Walter Schultz, Vivian & Jack
Austin.

68th AIB - June & Art Gustus,
Esther & Ray Thums, Viola & Arnold
Sinning, Marvin Liptow, Jean &
Gerald Evenson, Myrtle & Charles
Lowe.

47th Tk. Bn. - Glendola & Forrest
Jewell, Wilma & Lloyd Brunett,
Charlotte & Horst Froelich,
Marguerite & Robert Hyman, Donald
Lowe, Mr. & Mrs. Kral, Phyllis & Orv
Klinger, Delores & Wilbur Hagge,
Dorothy & Vilo Calkins, Larry Daluga
and friendly paratrooper, Joanne &
Harold Kiehne.

See ya’'ll at the National at
Colorado Springs.

Next year LaCrosse reunion is
April 25, 26 & 27, 1997.
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SEND DIRECT TO ANDY TIERNO ¢ 14th ARMORED DIVISION ASSOCIATION

32nd Annual Reunion ¢ Colorado Springs, CO e Sept. 12-15, 1996

Name (Print) BN. BTRY (CO)
Address Reg. #
City State Zip
CIRCLE THURSDAY | THURSDAY| FRIDAY FRIDAY | SATURDAY | SATURDAY| SUNDAY MONEY
PRICE OF SEPT. 12 SEPT. 12 | SEPT. 13 SEPT. 13 SEPT. 14 SEPT. 14 SEPT. 15 TOTAL
EVENTS Air Academy | Early Bird at[Cripple Creek| Fine Arts & | Citadel Mall Banquet Breakfast Per
DESIRED Red Rock Mtn| Flying W & Casino Plympic Centef Shopping EVENT #6 | EVENT #7 Person
{Prices are EVENT #1 EVENT #2 | EVENT #3 | EVENT #4 EVENT #5 | Doorsopen | 7:00 am.
per person) 12:00 Noon | 5:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. | 12:30 noon 5:30 p.m.
MAN'S FIRST NAME

$15.00 $25.00 $10.00 $15.00 FREE $25.00 $10.00 $
LADY’S FIRST NAME

$15.00 $25.00 $10.00 $15.00 FREE $25.00 $10.00 $
GUEST NAME

$15.00 $25.00 $10.00 $15.00 FREE $25.00 $10.00 3
GUEST NAME

$15.00 $25.00 $10.00 $15.00 FREE $25.00 $10.00 $

TOTAL |$ $ $ $ FREE |$ $ $

Mail Reunion Reservation
ON or BEFORE Aug. 25 to:

ANDREW D. TIERNO, National Treasurer
14th Armored Division Association, Inc.

POSTAGE FUND DONATION (Tax Deductible)
ANNUAL DUES: June 30, 1996 to June 30, 1997 - $5.00
Life Membership - $50.00

(enclose check for this amount) GRAND TOTAL

Did you CIRCLE ALL the events you desire to attend?

* REGISTER NOW *x

NOTES: 1. Advance Reservations must be made for all functions and events. If you have a badge holder,
2. Meal “Head Counts” must be given 48 hours in advance. please bring it and save money
5ol i for your association.
3. Cost of bus transportation included in events.

*** 14th ARMORED DIVISION ASSOCIATION QUESTIONNAIRE - Please check applicable box ***

| will be driving to the Reunion
| will be flying to the Reunion

1 will need RV parking

1 will need a handicap room

| will need a special diet

12 It ) il 24 o 2 Bl 28

| will play in the Ron Gray s Golf Tournament
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|
|

SHERATON COLORADO SPRINGS HOTEL

2886 South Circle Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906
(From Interstate 1-25, exit 138 - hotel is visible from the exit.)
Telephone: 719-576-5900 * Fax 719-576-7695

Situated just south of downtown Colorado Springs at 6,000 feet elevation. Immediately to the west
begin the Colorado Rockies with views of Pikes Peak from everywhere in the city. Area enjoys many nat-
ural, outdoor attractions. High tech industries support a heavy local military influence. Climate is sur-
prisingly temperate, with golf available 12 months of the year.

Colorado Springs Airport is served by American, Continental, Delta, Western Pacific, and United with
direct service from Chicago, Los Angeles, St. Louis, Dallas, Phoenix, Salt Lake City, Albuquerque, Newark,
Washington D.C., and Denver. Approximately 15 minutes away, the Sheraton Colorado Springs Hotel
offers complimentary transportation to and from the Colorado Springs Airport.

For Your Convenience:

* Indoor heated pool and jacuzzi

* OQutdoor heated pool

e Healthclub to include sauna and steamroom

* New restaurant “Cafe Terra Cotta,” open from 6-11 a.m. for breakfast, 11-2 p.m for lunch and
5-10 p.m. for dinner.

* Lautrec’s Deli, open from 5 a.m. until midnight, for light snacks, deli sandwiches,
pizza and more.

» High Energy nighclub “Rickenbackers”

* Check-in after 3:00 p.m. / Check-out before 11:00 a.m.

- R -

GROUP NAME: FOURTEENTH ARMORED DIVISION ASSOCIATION DATE: 9/11/96 - 9/16/96
Please reserve: Rooms for # of people
Need room with: One kingbed 2 doublebeds____  Rollaway_____ Smoking __ Nonsmoking ___  Handicapped __
Name: ' : : Rates
Address: SINGLE/DOUBLE $69.00
City/State/ZIP: = Plus tax. Rates applicable 2 days prior
and after convention dates. Rollaway
Phone number: ( ) beds are available at $10.00 per night.
Will arrive: Day: Date:
Will depart: Day: Date:
Check off type: Credit Card Check Money Order
Credit card type, number and expiration:
Signature of card holder:

Room reservations after August 11, 1996 will be subject to availability. Reservations will be held until
6:00 p.m. unless guaranteed with deposit or major credit card.

For reservations, send perforated portion of form or call (719) 576-5900 or 1-800-576-5470.
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NEWS FROM THE
499TH

Not much news from the 499ers
this time. We're hoping that this is
a good sign that all is well and
everyone is saving up news to share
when “we all get together” in
Colorado Springs!

We did get a little involved in
attempting to bring some of you
back into the fold with member-
ships; and, from what Andy Tierno
writes, did quite well.

One sad bit of news as a result of
our efforts: Mrs. George (Ruth)
Lightfoot wrote that he passed
away April 24, 1994. We are so sad
that none of us were aware of it.
She commented that he “was very
proud of having been a member of
the 499th.” Any notes of condolence
(however tardy) to her at

, would
surely be appreciated.

Had a nice note from C.T. “Ted”
Duley in response to our inquiry of
him with regards to several men he
had known in Service Battery. Said
he had visited Maynard Chenault a
long time ago; but had no late info
about him, Lee A. Adams, Roy
Smalley or Harold Spencer. How
about you?? Ted shared nice memo-
ries of serving with our battalion.
He's also a member of the
Southeastern States Chapter. So
you see, guys, you can and should
belong to smaller local groups but
your interest shouldn’t stop there;
your membership is needed in the
14th Armored Division Association
if this parent organization is to sur-
vive.

Anyone in “B” Battery know any-
thing about Roy Garrison and/or
Lester Nodge? Ivan Jeffries of “C”
Battery is another for whom we are
trying to get a good address. Mail
for these old buddies is coming back

as “unable to deliver as addressed.”
We really do want to keep in touch!

Glad to welcome Bob Stella back
into our membership. He and I were
members of “C” Battery when we
were transferred to the 59th AFA
(just across the street) shortly
before they went overseas to Italy in
September, 1943. Bob is looking for-
ward especially to the reunion in
Fort Smith in 1998; said he attend-
ed the reunion there in 1970.

On a “perchance” call to “T” and
Ruth Talbert recently, we hit the
day after their big celebration for
their Golden Wedding Anniversary.
Seems a lot of our members are
passing or have just passed that
mile-marker; really shows many
have the right idea about commit-
ment... all should be congratulat-
ed... and we do!

Hope to see you at Colorado
Springs!

Jim & Yvonne Darling

ARMY ASKS FOR SUGGESTIONS

(Editor’s Note: The following letter
was received by Col. G.W. England,
Jr., our Division Historian, and has
been submitted to us for publication
in the Liberator. The letter should
be of interest to many of our readers
and we suggest that anyone who
has suggestions regarding the
memorializing of achievements of
individuals of groups submit those
suggestions as stated or contact Col.
England.)

Department of the Army
Headquarters, U.S. Army Armor
Center and Fort Knox

Fort Knox, Kentucky 40121-5000

Dear Col. England,

Fort Knox is a great place to
serve, live, and work. Our beautiful
environment also offers us a unique
opportunity to honor those
Department of the Army, Depart-
ment of Defense, and Armor Force
leaders who have served an impor-
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tant or significant role in the histo-
ry of the United States, the Army,
Armor, or Fort Knox.

The Department of the Army
Memorialization program provides
us an opportunity to honor these
individuals through the naming of
buildings, athletic fields, and other
facilities.

Whenever you look at Fort Knox,
you will find the names of individu-
als who have already been honored:
VanVoorhis, Chaffee, Devers,
Hansen, Natcher, and many more.

There are presently several
dozen opportunities remaining at
Fort Knox to memorialize the
achievements of both individuals
and groups. There will also be many
more opportunities in the future.

In order to make sure the most
deserving are recognized, I am ask-
ing for your help in submitting the
names of possible memorialization
candidates to the Fort Knox
Memorialization Committee.

The rules are pretty simple.
Individuals must be deceased and
must have made a significant con-
tribution to the defense of our coun-
try. This could be a long-term com-
mitment such as that made by
Congressman William Natcher or
an individual act of heroism such as
earning the Medal of Honor,
Distinguished Service Cross, or
other award for heroism. It can be
an individual or a unit.

If you have any suggestions for
consideration, please submit them
in writing to Julie Dvorak, DCFA
Memorialization Committee (ATZK-
CF), 4248 Bullion Blvd. Please
include as much information as pos-
sible as well as your name and how
you can be contacted.

Thank you in advance for your
assistance.

Sincerely,

Lon E. Maggart

Major General, U.S. Army
Commanding General




SOUTHWEST CHAPTER MEETS
Dear Editor,

The Southwest Chapter had its
gathering at Bullhead City, AZ in
April and we had a good turn out
with 51 in attendance.

We had two or three that had
never been to a reunion and they
seemed to enjoy getting together
with the wild bunch. Dr. Robert D.
Quinn called me and told me he had
made reservations at Colorado
Springs for the September reunion.

We changed our meeting dates
for 1997. It was decided that the
dates will be Tues. 8th, Wed. 9th &
Thurs. 10th, April 1997 at

the same place we
had it this year. Will you please
make this change in the LIBERA-
TOR for Southwest Chapter. My
address is also different than is
‘published in the LIBERATOR.

Thank you. Hope to see you in
Colorado Springs in September.

Respectfully,
Harold & Velma Kachel

PROUD TO CALL FRIEND

Dear Verlyn:
Am enclosing an obit for Clarence

Harold Broom who passed away
early in March. Harold and I served
together in Service Company, 19th
A.LB. of the 14th Armored.

We became friends early in our
basic training and continued our
friendship all these years through
correspondence. Ruth and I visited
with Harold and Virginia a year ago
October, and so glad we did - first
we'd seen each other since the divi-
sion left Europe.

He was a great guy - one to cher-
ish and to proudly call a friend. He
will be missed.

Sincerely,
Jerry Williamson

It was quite a battle, as you can detect from the ruins in the background.

WELCOME TO STEINFELD

Dear Editor:

This picture was taken as one
enters Steinfeld, Germany, coming
from the French border.

It was taken shortly after Co C,
62nd Armored Infantry Battalion,
as part of the battalion attack on
the Siegfried Line, sneaked down
the railroad tracks between
Kapsweyer and Steinfeld and seized
its assigned objective. This opened a
hole in the German fortifications
allowing other troops to enter and
continue the attack.

Had this picture been swung fur-
ther to the left, it would have shown
the 2nd French Armored Division
passing through us, continuing the
attack toward the Rhine River.

The sign says, “You are entering
Germany through the courtesy of
Co C, 62nd Armd Inf Bn.”

Ted Stefaniak wanted to welcome
everybody properly with his trom-
bone and band suit. That handsome
devil, second from the right, next to
Ted, is me.

We were young and proud,
weren’t we?

TRAM Trammell

REMEMBERS HIS CAPTAIN

Dear Verlyn,

Captain Harold L. Thrush died in
the spring of 1996. He probably was
not a soldier’s soldier. He went into
the war like most of the rest of us
and he wanted to get back to his

wife and family after the war. He
worked hard and made a good life
for them.

I will always remember him as a
man who did his job to the best of
his ability. Personally, he promoted
me as a 19 year old farm boy to be a
tank Commander in Co. D, 48th
Tank Bn. in Jan. 1945.

Later, I was to meet him at Ohio
State University, where he
approved my first schedule as an
incoming freshman.

Still later, he and his wife,
Lillian, welcomed Bill Frigge, me,
and our wives into their home in
Jan. 1991 in Satellite Beach,
Florida.

In Memorium,
Jim Kuszmaul

MISSES OLD BUDDIES

Mr. Hofer,

I did not make the Kalamazoo
reunion in 1995 because of heart
problems. I sure like to receive the
LIBERATOR to know what is going
on with my war buddies & such. I
have not received the LIBERATOR
since Summer of 1995. If you can
see it in your power to see that I
receive back issues I would sure
appreciate it. If there are still some
old friends from the 62nd that can
still write, I would sure like to hear
from them.

Yours truly,
Edward R. Meyer
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FINDS ARTICLE ABOUT
47TH TANKERS
Dear Verlyn,

I am a member of the 14th AD
Association and am one of your
faithful readers. I served my time in
the HQ Co, 48th Tank Bn as a mor-
tar crewman; in fact, Ralph Jackson
and I were in the same crew and
Fred Pieper was our crew Sgt.

I recently found that I have a
copy of an article written about the
47th Tank Bn and its role at
Rittershoffen-Hatten. It was writ-
ten, I judge, overseas by a Bn mem-
ber, since there is a cover notation
that it is OK to send the article thru
the mails.

It is possible that you, as
“Liberator” editor, may be interest-
ed in the article. Accordingly, I am
enclosing the article to you for
whatever use you want to make of
it. I have taken care of getting it to
the various military history and
museum units for their files.

Sincerely,
Bill Hambley
HQ Co. 48th Tank

Editor’s Note: We found the article
most interesting but the limited
space in the “Liberator” does not
allow for reprinting it in its entire-
ty. However, sometime in the future
we may be able to use some
excerpts from this compelling story
about what happened at Hatten and
Rittershoffen.

THE BEST BATTALION

Dear Editor,
Thought everyone would enjoy a

little reminiscing: Copying from
“The 499th Fireball,” dated
February 26, 1943, under the head-
ing “THE BEST BATTALION"......
Quoting:

“It was the contention of the
writer all along that the 499th was
the best Battalion in the entire 14th
A.D.; and that, soldier, is an editori-
al mouthful— for the 14th is out to

More Mail Call
Continued

do things in this man’s war. Some
Battalions might be inclined to rest
on their laurels merely by claiming
membership in such a division, but
not the 499th. They are so up and
coming and full of the old spirit
(either way you take it) they put the
thing to song and tell you about it.

“Saturday, a bus loaded with sol-
diers was returning from Fort
Smith. The hour was late, the
atmosphere convivial. Yes, the
usual Saturday night. A little tired,
a little mellow and very much ready
for that good old G.I. bed. The lights
were turned off... and suddenly a
soldier began to sing; and then
another and yet another until a
great many were singing: “For it’s
Hi! Hi! Hee! In the Field Artillery,
Call of your numbers loud and
strong, 1 - 2.

“They were mellow (yes, some a
little ripe), happy and their hearts
went naturally into the songs they
sang. There were shouts, jokes and
then a cheer just before the bus
stopped in front of PX #8. “Hurrah!
for the 499th,” a soldier yelled; and
the writer noticed that most of the
singers got off at that point. “We've
got not only the best Battalion,” one
said, “but the singing-est one as
well.

“Yes, we've got the best battalion;
and let’s continue to be the best
singers as well. Song is a great
morale builder.” End of quote

Bet this will bring a little reper-
cussion and perhaps a rebuttal! Do
you have a memory to share?

Jim and Yvonne Darling

WANTED: OLD “LIBERATORS”

Dear Readers,
When the weather is cool and

wet, you can find it is a nice time to
£0 Over warm memories.

That’s what Russell and I have
done the last few days. We have
been making books of all the old
“Liberators.”

With what we had and Iona

Jeardoe gave us, we have been able
to do fairly well.

But! now we need help!

My first or oldest “Liberator” is
Fall 1969. Vol. 3 No. 2. Does anyone
have older ones? Like Vol. 1 and 2
and Vol. 3, No. 1.

It would mean an awful lot to
receive them for the books. If you do
not want to part with them please
have copies made of them. That
would be great also.

The first one we have says 5th
annual Reunion held in Chicago.

I have others that have been cut
into that I would like to replace:

— Winter 1970 Sweetheart of
14th Armored Division Assn.

— Spring 1970 Ft. Smith is ready,
are you?

— Summer 1971 Gen. Prichard
Memorial Reunion - St. Paul

I have ‘82 Spring and Fall, but no
Winter Liberator.

These books will be shown at all
reunions I attend. Any help will be
appreciated. Mail them to me or
bring to reunion. See you in
Colorado.

Edith Barton

REUNION TAPES

Bill Breer has tapes of the
Kalamazoo Reunion. Also avail-
able are tapes from previous
reunions and trips. Tapes are
$15.00 each, includes shipping.
Order from:

W.Z. Breer

Name

Address
City
State/Zip

Phone

Your Ouffit
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JUST AN AVERAGE G.I.

Dear Mr. Hofer:

General Jack DeWitt is right as
to who took Germersheim. I was
gunner in Lt. Pennington Smith’s
lead tank, 1st Platoon, A Co. 47th
TK. I don’t know what was done
there, or who did it, after the
Krauts:

a. Blew the bridge before we
got there.

b. Hit us with something that
knocked out the turret and gun con-
trols.

c. Lt. Smith got a sniper shot
to the head.

d. We couldn’t fight any more,
so we got him to the medics in time.

e. Took our tank back to ordi-
nance.

Now, I take issue with General
DeWitt's assessment of the charac-
ter of the “Average G1.” He must
have associated with a very differ-
ent group than I did. I don’t remem-

ber a single one who “had no respect
“""r German property and went out
“wof his way to destroy as much as
possible.”

I consider myself an “Average
GL”

1) I enlisted 16 days after my
18th birthday.

2) Served 3 years, 3 months,
and 3 days.

3) Trained at F't. Knox, spent a
few months in ASTP, then was
assigned to 14th A.D. for final train-
ing.

4) Landed at Marseilles in
October 1944 while the harbor and
town were still on fire.

5) Went north at a fast pace.

6) As a gunner, I blew up
every church steeple from Chatel to
Lohr (artillery spotters, you know).

7) Blasted every house in
Lohr, where every building had
white flags flying — right after an
old woman threw a grenade out of
window into a half track full of
infantry behind us (maybe a 19th
AIB unit).

9) Went through Chatel,

*hillipsburg, Hatten, Germersheim,
Sigfried Line, Worms, Lohr, and
everything in between.

More Mail Call
Continued '

10) I missed the Hammelsburg
and Moosburg prisoner releases
since they had blown our tank out
of existence from behind a tomb-
stone in a cemetery — yes, at Lohr,
where all the white flags were still
flying.

11) Killed an untold number of
Germans, and saw, or knew about,
so many, many friends being killed
or severely wounded.

12) Received two Purple Hearts,
two Bronze Stars, even the “Good
Conduct” medal.

13) The whole “shebang,” even
in Asia, was over before I was 21.
Who said, “it is awfully hard to
have to grow up all the way by 21”7

14) Lucky enough to get home
to marry my high school sweet-
heart, who is still my loving wife.

Perhaps, I'm making too much of
this. The above is not just me, but
about everyone with whom I served,
and I'm a little “peeved” at being
classed in accordance with General
DeWitt’s definition.

Yours respectfully,

C.N. Hudson, Sgt.

CO A, 1st Platoon, 47th TK
14th AD

and VERY PROUD of it.

COULD USE YOUR HELP!
Dear Sons and Daughters of the

14th Armored Division:
I'm sure you are all aware that

your parents are making their plans
for the 1996 National Convention in
Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Hopefully, you are making you
plans too, to join them for a fun-
filled convention. The sons and
daughters want to help make their
convention as pleasant as possible.
If you are interested in helping out
in any way, such as assisting with
registration, transportation, carry-
ing luggage, or whatever needs to
be done, your help would be appre-
ciated. You can contact Mr.
Beamgard ahead of time or talk to
him at the registration table when
you check in. If you have never
attended a convention, I encourage

you to do so. I have attended sever-
al of these and enjoyed them almost
as much as my parents did! I hope
to see you all there and hope you
will join your parents for an excit-
ing convention in Colorado Springs.

Sincerely,

Pat Starks

WHO TORCHED GERMERSHEIM?
Dear Mr. Hofer,

As regards my letter concerning
General Jack DeWitt report, “Who
Captured Germersheim”; my wife
says I may have picked on the
wrong General who may have
defined the average GI.

In any case, I apologize to
General DeWitt, but wish to know
who was the Lt. Colonel in com-
mand of which ever AIB or associat-
ed infantry regiment who burned
the town and destroyed all their
vehicles. Print it in the next issue,

Yours very truly,
C.N. Hudson, Sgt.
A Co., 1st Platoon, 47 TK

WHO RECEIVES
THE LIBERATOR?

All paid up members and LIFE mem-
bers of the 14th Armored Division
Association, and those who are only one
year behind in their payment, receive the
LIBERATOR three times a year. In addi-
tion, the LIBERATOR is sent to widows
of the above members of the 14th
Armored Division Association for one
year. If they wish to continue receiving
the LIBERATOR, they should fill in the
membership REGISTRATION form which
is always printed on the next to last page
of the LIBERATOR, and send it with dues
to Andy Tierno, National Treasurer.

Remember, the LIBERATOR is not
sent to members of the Women's
Auxiliary (households would receive two
LIBERATORS if we did). Membership in
the 14th Armored Division Association is
required to receive the LIBERATOR.

Y PLEASE CHECKYOUR Y
MEMBERSHIP CARD FOR
Y  EXPIRATION DATE!
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MORE ABOUT THE ME 109
SHOT DOWN BY THE 14TH DIV.

Dear Editor;

When I was a senior in high
school in Jacksonville, FL I loved to
duck hunt. I went in a home-made
boat with my buddy, Bobby. We
rowed the boat for an hour and one-
half to get to the cove where the
ducks fed. We went to the center of
the cove, for it was just shot gun
range to the trees to the left or
right. We both had single barrel 12
gauge shotguns. We got one shot
most of the time - two at the most.
We usually came home with a duck
for each family. It took us an hour
and one-half to row back to our
bicycles. I don’t want to say we were
good, but we seldom missed.

When in the War in Europe, with
the 14 Armored, 19th AIB, Anti
Tank squad I walked along the road
one day. An unusual plane flew
overhead. It flew west and when it
returned on the same track it flew
east. It was, as we discovered later,
a jet ME 109. The antiaircraft that
fired at it was way behind, because
of the unusual fast speed at which
it flew.

The next day, the ME 109 came
over us again. I was walking along
a road in the midst of tanks and
halftracks. The antiaircraft gun
beside the road, a four barrel rapid
fire piece of equipment, missed by
firing far behind the speeding craft.
I ran to the antiaireraft gun and
asked the fellow firing “Do you want
to shoot that speeding bullet down?”
His answer was an obvious profane
“Blankety, blankety YES!!” I
jumped on the platform. “You were
in his path with your shells, but you
were too far behind. You did not
lead him enough. Swing your gun
one hundred and eighty degrees.

MAIL CALL Continued...

Don’t attempt to hit him coming
toward you. Rather, fire in his path
when I say — GO...GO — and he will
run into your flack.”

Within a few minutes, just as the
day before, the ME 109 was return-
ing. I sighted and waited for his run
to place him in that same path. He
was right on the same path that he
had taken to go west. I watched. I
waited. I told the gunner to get
ready. And then, at obviously the
right moment, I told him to
“GO...GO-" and he fired. A continu-
ous burst of fire went up and just as
planned the ME 109 ran into it. The
plane was shot down. If a tank 30
cal machine gun was involved in the
effort, that only added to the joy.
There were others who fired at it
with their M1’s, too.

I cannot tell you the gunner’s
name. I cannot tell you the number
of tanks that were around that gun
that day. I only know that I shook
the gunner’s hand and told him he
was famous, for in all probability
that was one of the first jet-kill’s in
W.W.II

Bernard Rudd

CAN ANYONE ANSWER
QUESTIONS?
Dear Mr. Hofer,

In re-reading my copy of the 14th
Armored Division History (Turner
Publishing, Paducah, KY) I can’t
help wondering if The Liberator has
ever carried a profile of Capt.
Joseph Carter (Headquarters Co.,
Forward Eschelon) who undertook
the research and writing of the
book?

Perhaps one was published in the
years before I became interested in
the Association. He did a monumen-
tal job of organization. Very few

groups made up of those who partic-
ipated in World War II have any-
thing comparable to this work.
Sincerely,
Donna Carberry Scheibe
(Mrs. Wilbur E. Scheibe)

(Editor’s Note: Anyone having infor-
mation about Capt. Carter and his
work regarding the division’s histo-
ry might wish to contact Mrs.
Scheibe.)

MEMBERSHIP
NOTICE

For those of you who forgot, or
get confused, our membership year
starts July 1 every year and ends June
30 of the following year. Our 1997
dues began June 30, 1996 and contin-
ue until the end of June 1997, when
the 1908 dues begin. If dues are not
paid by the first of February the
members are considered delinquent.

1 appeal to those of you who have
not paid this year's dues to do so and
1 thank the many members who dili-
gently pay their dues every year on
time.

Check your membership card and
mailing label on this LIBERATOR. If
your dues expire 30 June 1996, this
will be your last LIBERATOR unless
you pay your dues.

Sincerely,
Andrew D. Tierno
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I AM PLAYING IN THE....

1996 RON GRAYS MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNEY

may also enter this tournament.

Thanks to Don Beamgard and this year's committee, we have obtained the Fort Carson
Golf Course as the site of our 1996 Ron Grays Memorial Golf Tourney. The course is close
to the hotel. Maps to the course will be available at the hotel. Transportation will be by
player vehicle. Cars assemble at hotel entrance Thursday, September 12, at 8:30 a.m. Entry
fee of $22.00 includes green fees, 1/2 cart, and prize money. Wives, sons and daughters

ENTRY BLANK
Name 14th A.D. Unit
Handicap or average score
I would like to be a foursome with
1 can provide transportation for players and equipment. I will need transportation. YES NO
If you need to rent clubs mark here: Right hand Left hand

Please send ENTRY FORM and FEES TO OGDEN JONES,
NO LATER THAN AUGUST 31,1996.

GOLD Don’t miss the planned
“HOTELRCASINO* T 4th Armored Division

RUSH iy

FUN BUS TRIP
TO CRIPPLE CREEK

Take a ride on the FUN BUS
to Cripple Creek’s fabulous

GOLD RUSH HOTEL & CASINO

Free Lunch voucher for use at guest’s leisure
in the Golden Grille Restaurant

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS
CONTACT: Don Beamgard @

Space is limited — make your reservations early!!

A Prescription for a Laugh!

Just a line to say I'm living,
that I’'m not among the Dead,
Though I'm getting more forgetful
and more mixed-up in my head.
There are times I can’t remember
at the bottom of the stairs,
If I must go up for something,

or I've just come down from there.

At the fridge, I stand more often,
with my mind so full of doubt.
Have I just put food away,
or have I come to take some out?
There are times when it is dark out,
with my night-cap on my head,
I don’t know if I'm retiring,
or just getting out of bed.
So if this was my turn to write,
there’s no need getting sore.
I may think that I have written,
and I don’t want to be a bore,
So remember I do love you,
and I wish that you were here.
But now it's nearly mail-time,
so I'll say Good-bye, my Dear,
There I stood beside the mail-box,
with my face so very red.
Instead of mailing you this letter,
I've opened it instead!

5 o S s e e A o s e

(Anonymous from “Clear the Way”
newsletter of the 307th Infantry

Veterans Society)
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LIBERATOR - 14th Armored Division Association, Inc.
LIST OF VOLUNTEER REPRESENTATIVES FOR LIAISON WITH:

The Council of Armored Division Associations of Fort Chaffee, Arkansas The Sons and Daughters of the 14th Armored
Louisville, KY. Archie Schaffer, CCA, Hgs.: Division

Gene Deck, 19th Inf. Hq. Co.; Dr. Mark E. Manship, 68th Inf. B Co.
The Patton Museum of Cavalry and Armor and Ft. The Veterans Administration Hospitals
Knox of FL Knox, KY. Joseph M. Kapraun, 47th TK Bn Med Det. The Scholarship Chairman

James C. Fry, 94th Cav C Troop; Frederick A. Shattuck, Jr., 500th Arty, Hq. Bty.
The Don C. Pratt Museum & Ft. Campbell of FL. The European WWIl Representative
Campbell, KY Dr. Phillip Sturgeon, MD, 84th Med Bn. Co. A

Howard A. Trammell, “C" Co. 62nd

LIST OF UNIT VOLUNTEER REPRESENTATIVES
To work with the Editor, Association Officers and unit members to enhance Membership in the Association and to furnish news of individual and Unit activities.

48th TANK BN. 154th SIGNAL CO. 68th INF. BN. 125th ENGR BN
Jesse B. “Jack” Gunn, “A” Co. Hy Terkel, Command Tom C. Quinn, Russell C. Barton
94th CAV. SQDN. 398th AAA WPS BN. CCB 136th ORD BN,
Robert A. Jorgensen, “A” Troop Donald A. Buckingham, “B” Bty Robert Mayer “Pat” H.S. Dolan
499th ARTY BN, b00th ARTY BN. DIV HQS

James W. Darling, “A” Bty Robert E. Gerstacker, Hq. Bty. DIV ARTY Constant L. Simonini

Dr. Aaron Baxter

COMMAND CCA 501st ARTY BN. CCR

Parker W. Gray, “Hgs” CCA Raymond W, Schmidt, A Bty. DIV TRS & SUPPORT Menefee D. “Chuck” Blackwell
Walter Ferch

25TH TANK BN. 786th TK BN (Sep)

Donald I, Beamgard, “SVC™ Co. Earle Johnson The Association is urgently in need
47TH TANK BN.

of volunteers as repr tatives for
the following units:
7th Army Inf. Co. Prov.

Jay N. McNaney

62nd INF. BN. 395th QM Truck Co.
Howard A. Trammell, “C” Co. 19th INF. Blfﬁl. 84th MED EN. B36th Tank Destroyer BN.
SMERLESTE ALV D Pasquale “Pat” DeFusco 716th Tk Bn. (Separate)
514 CIC Det.
4380th QM Truck Co.

HISTORY of the
14th ARMORED DIVISION

Reprint available

Our history book of 1945 has been reprinted in hard cover (similar to the original embossed hard
cover) and is available from:

Turner Publications - P.O. Box 3101, Paducah, KY 42002-3101.

Cost is $49.95 plus $5.00 shipping - first copy. Additional copies shipping $3.50 each, same order,
same address. U.S.A.

ORDER BY PHONE: 1-800-788-3350 - Use Visa or Mastercard
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PASTOR HANSFORD
(Continued from page 4)

street in his honor. He now lives in
Dunedin, Florida. We call each other
ynce or twice a year. He still thinks I'm
responsible for saving his life. I said,
“no, we will give God the credit for spar-
ing your life.”

My other good WWII buddy, Thomas
“Mac” McKee lives in Ft. Worth, Texas.
Just last year, my wife and I visited
him and his wife. It was only the third
time we had seen each other in 50
years.

I was converted to the ways of God in
1959. I've been a minister for many
years and still do interim pastoring. I've
had the privilege of serving as chaplain
on an honor guard of the American
Legion, where we have rendered mili-
tary rites for over 300 of our deceased
veterans. We have so much to be thank-
ful for! God has been very merciful and
has blessed America. I salute each man
and woman who has served and are still
serving to keep our Nation free. I espe-
cially salute each member of the 14th
Armored Division.

Clifford E. Hansford
Co. C, 68th Bn.
1st Sgt. U.S. Army Retired

14th ARMORED
BUSINESS MEETING

The meetings for the Sons and
Daughters Group and the POW men
will be on Thursday afternoon at
about 4:00 p.m. after the Air Academy
Tour.

The Early bird Banquet at the
Flying “W” Ranch will welcome all of
you to the convention, although there
will be an afternoon tour before this.
The Executive Board meetings for
both the men and women will be after
the return of the Cripple Creek Tour
on Friday afternoon.

Our Memorial Service, under the
direction of our National Chaplain,
Rev. William D. Froeschner, will be
Saturday morning in the hotel. We
plan a beautiful, impressive service
and we want the names of all
deceased members to our National
Secretary, Ralph Jackson, by Sept.
1st so they can be printed in our pro-
gram. Four of our good 14th Armored
members have dieted or had their
WWII uniforms altered to form a
REAL 14th Armored Color Guard for
this — real ammo, look for them, listen
for them. Think about this!!!

Saturday evening will be our ban-
quet. We will open the doors at 5:30

p.m. so groups can find seating, have
time to visit before eating. A standing
Dutch Bar will be available and we
have not had to guarantee any mini-
mum purchase amount. Be sure to sit
at your own table. Seats are saved for
all who have registered for the ban-
quet. We will have beef so if any of
you have special diets, let me know
now. There is no head table for din-
ing. We will all eat with our units.
There will be a podium for the busi-
ness meeting and the program which
is different and which you will enjoy.
WWII music with a DJ for listening
and dancing will follow. I intend to
wear my WWII uniform for this — how
about you?

You will have tickets for Sunday
breakfast. You must have them to
eat. We do not want to pay for food we
do not eat and the hotels always
charge us for more people than we
have there. They will get paid for the
tickets they turn in so have your tick-
et with you for Sunday morning. This
is a good time for last good-byes till
next year.

Exact times and room locations for
the meetings will be in the printed
program and posted at the registra-
tion desk.

WE DO NOT SEND DUES NOTICES - CHECK YOUR
MAILING LABEL TO SEE IF YOUR DUES ARE DUE
If each of you would sign up a new member,
our membership goal would be met for 1996.

PLEASE DO NOT Send Money for Dues to the National Secretary

Membership Renewal Notice

Andrew D. Tierno, National Treasurer

MAIL TO:

[ Enclosed ANNUAL DUES $5.00

WHAT? ——
..YOURE —
MOVING! =

Payable for Membership June 30, 1996 to June 30, 1997

[l Enclosed is $5.00. Son

Please enroll my Daughter

Grandchild

New Member Renewal Bn. Co.
NAME
ADDRESS
cITY
STATE ZIP

LIFE MEMBERSHIP $50.00 PLEASE Do Not Send Money For Dues

To the National Secretary

PLEASE help us eliminate any unnecessary
confusion and possible delays by advising us
promptly of any change in your mailing address.

NAME

STREET & NO.

CITY

STATE ZIP

Send to National Secretary, Ralph Jackson
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14th AD CHAPTER ORGANIZERS, UP COMING REUNIONS

SOUTH EASTERN STATES CHAPTER
A. EARLE SCHLEGEL, Treasurer

JANUARY, 1997

B-19th INF

SOUTH WESTERN STATES CHAPTER
HAROLD L. KACHEL, Organizer HOLIDAY INN HOTEL

Bullhead City, AZ
APRILS, 9, & 10, 1997

HQ BTY 500th AFA

MID-WEST STATES CHAPTER
FRED ]. PIEPER, Organizer DAYS INN
LaCrosse, WI 54601
APRIL 25, 26, 27, 1997
Tel: 1-800-325-2525 (Nat'l Toll Free)

HQ 48th TANK (608) 785-0420
NORTH EASTERN STATES CHAPTER
EARL TALLY, President DAYS INN
Winchester, VA
MAY, 1997
154 Sig. Co.

1995 MEMBERSHIP - 1410

COMING
NATIONAL

REUNIONS

1997
OMAHA, NE
Sept. 17-Sept. 21, 1997

e

Neil Webster

1998
FT. SMITH, AR

Claude McAllister

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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